
        

1001 S.E. 135TH  Portland, Oregon    Vol. 61  No. 6    APRIL 10, 2015      HOME OF THE SCOTS!

EDITION

DAV I D  D O U G L A S  H I G H  S C H O O L

DAVID VEENSTRA
sports editor

pring

CALEB BOCKELMAN
staff reporter

   
          

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

 

“Rumors” brought laughs to the performing arts center in March with a ridiculously awkward scenario of party guests walking in on an attempted 
suicide and trying to cover it up. L-R: senior Devan Stokes (Ernie Cusack), senior Alex Montgomery (Lenny Ganz), junior Hannah Kellebrew (Chris 
Gorman), senior Sarah Granberg (Claire Ganz), and senior Olivia Stewart (Cookie Cusack).                  Photo by Anca Matica
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Library joins the eBook party

Americans spend  about $61 billion on pets annually, including  popular clothing items like the sweaters on these two pomeranians. 

Pet spending has increased 4.5 percent since 2012. A lot of this money goes to pet halloween costumes, which totals $330 

million.                                     Photo courtesy the College Candy website 

 With nearly two-thirds of all U.S. 

households owning a pet, pet spending 

has increased into the billions of dollars.  

 Pet spending has increased 4.5 

percent since 2012. According to the 

U.S. News website, Americans spend 

approximately $61 billion on pets 

annually. 
 “I think that’s a lot of money” said 

biology teacher Stacey Barber.

 Only 56 percent of U.S. households 

owned a pet in 1988.  Vermont is current 

state owning the most pets, with 70.8 

percent of households owning a pet. 

New Mexico came in second, with 67.7 

percent owning a pet. Oregon placed  

fourth, with 63.6 percent of households 

owning a pet. The lowest state to own 

pets is Washington D.C. 

 A record of $56 billion was spent 

on pets in 2013, and an estimated of $60 

billion was spent in 2014. The highest 

amount, $21.57 billion, was spent on 

pet food. 
 “These foods are more expensive, 

but owners see their pets as furry, 

winged, and fi nny extensions of their 

family,” states the CBS Money Watch 

website.
 Veterinay care cost $14.37 billion 

in 2013, and $13.14 billion was spent 

on over-the-counter supplies and 

other pet medications that same year. 

Pet owners even spent a total of $330 

million on pet halloween costumes in 

2013. 
 Pet owners are also spending more 

money on designer and personalized 

pet products.  According to the 

Franchise Help website, 68 percent of 

pet owners said that “they treat their 

pets as well as they treat their kids.”  

Pet grooming, for instance, totalled 

$6.2 million in 2012, an amount 

greater than Facebook revenue 

advertising.     
 “Seventy-eight percent of animal 

owners think of their pets and animals 

as kids, and 58 percnet of them call 

themselves ‘mommy or ‘daddy,’” 

states the Franchise Help website. 

 Pet spending is anticipated to 

grow 4.4 percent through 2016.

 According to the TIME website, 

all this spending may have its benefi ts. 

Bonding with a pet has been proven to 

relieve stress. Perhaps that’s why 77 

percent of Americans give birthday 

presents to their pets and spend 

approximately $5 billion on holiday 

gifts.
 There’s also a tragic side to 

pet ownership. One million pets 

are abused each year or killed by 

domestic violence. 

 One of the biggest mistakes 

owners are making, according to 

the Pet Advisor website, is not 

purchasing pet insurance for their 

pets. Only about three percent of pets 

in America is insured.

 According the the Huffi ngton 

Post, older Americans are looking 

to their pets more for company after 

their children are leaving, and are 

also spending the most on pets.

 “In the past, children were a 

refl ection of us, and people are now 

extending that to their pets,” stated 

San Diego veterinarian Dr. Jessica 

Vogelsang to USA Today website. 

 According to the CNN money 

website, dog shows can cost a 

competitor $50,000 to $100,000 

a year. According to the Humane 

Society, globally there are an 

estimated 95.6 million cats, 83.3 

million dogs, 20.6 million birds, 

8.3 million horses, 145 million 

freshwater fi sh, 13.6 million saltwater 

fi sh, 18.1 million small animals, and 

11.6 million pet reptiles. 

ELINA RIVERA-TORRES 

& VINCENT XIONG  

cub investigative reporters

DESHALA AMOS & CASSANDRA DAVIS  

 cub investigative reporters

eBooks sales have increased as they become more 

popular, including the DDHS library, which recently 

purchased eBooks for students to check out. 

Once checked out students will be able to login and 

read them through any web browser. Students can access 

them using IOS and Android devices with the Destiny 

Quest App. 
“It is good to give people options on whether they 

want books digitally or electronically,” said librarian 

Lisa Just. “Books are expensive.  eBooks cost less.”

eBooks have become a very easy way of reading 

within the past years. The Amazon Kindle 1st generation 

was released in 2007, since then the Kindle has been 

made a very useful tool for any level reader. Although 

as easy and useful as Kindles may be to use for everyday 

reading they may not always be the best choice. 

Students read from screen so much that they don’t 

exercise the deep reading part of their brain, and when 

people don’t do that they can lose that part. According 

to www.pri.org, neuroscience has revealed that when 

people read there are different parts of the brain being 

used, depending on whether the reader is viewing paper 

or a screen. 
“You got the world at your fi ngertips with Google,” 

English teacher Kelly Wells said. “Students seem more 

motivated to read from a device than an original paper 

book. Text is the same in any format. eBooks provide the 

same pleasure, plus the text can become interactive.” 

When reading a screen, however, people shift to “non-

linear” reading, which is like skimming or the reader’s 

eyes darting a web page. This can cause eye stain.

There are also advantages to eBooks, including the 

eco-friendly option that reduces cost and lowers the 

environmental impact from the millions of trees saved 

that for centuries provided the pulp to produce paper. 

There’s also the instant access to information that a 

Kindle, iPad, or Tablet, providing the device has internet 

access. 
Economics teacher Scott Cashdollar would rather 

teach from a paper-made book.

“It becomes diffi cult when there is often trouble for 

students to log in,” Cashdollar said. “I haven’t found any 

advantages yet. Then there’s all the distractions of an 

eBook because it’s an electronic device.” 

eBook have also increased the level of electronic 

waste. Many contain precious metals that are hazardous 

to the environment. On the other hand, more writers are 

being published because of the ease and lower cost of 

publication. 
“They allow more people to get their opinions out 

there,” Cashdollar said. 

Presidential
race 
warming up

 According to the website Politics1, there 

are approximately 234 candidates expected 

to run for the 2016 presidential election, but 

only two have confirmed their candidacy in the 

election to be held Nov. 4.

 “A potential presidential candidate must 

be at least 35 years of age, a U.S. born citizen, 

and a 14-year resident of the states” states the 

Politics1 website, which has been used by New 

York Times for academic reasons. 

 Sixty-four-year-old retired Michigan 

neurosurgeon Ben Carson, who successfully 

separated a pair of conjoined twins came forward 

to the website Political Insider that he is going 

to be running for president in 2016. Until 2014, 

Carson wasn’t in any political party, however in 

November, appalled with how the country was 

being governed, he joined the Republican party 

and started planning his candidacy.

 “I believe it is a very good idea for 

physicians, scientists, engineers, and others 

trained to make decisions based on facts and 

empirical data to get involved in the political 

arena.” said Carson to the Political Insider.

 The only other person to confirm their 

candidate is Rick Santorum. Santorum, 

the 57-year-old republican senator from 

Pennsylvania, has been in politics since the 

1970s. he has served in the U.S. House of 

Representatives, U.S. Senate, and ran for 

president in 2012. Santorum aims to adjust the 

country’s legal system 

 Mitt Romney, the 2012 republican 

candidate, came out and said that he will not be 

running for this year

 “Mitt struggled with the decision,” said 

Eric Fehrnstrom, Romney’s long-term advisor, 

to the Wall Street Journal “He felt it was time 

to let the mantle of leadership pass to others in 

the Republican Party.” 

 Although no one in the democratic party 

has confirmed their candidacy, the current front 

runners are Jim Webb and Hillary Clinton. 

Webb, a 69-year-old, Emmy-award winning 

journalist,  a filmmaker and author of ten books, 

has been heavily involved in the nations affairs. 

 [Webb] declared that “the health of 

American society should be measured not with 

the numbers that come out of Wall Street, but 

with the living conditions that exist on Main 

Street.”
 Hillary Clinton was the 67th secretary of 

state under president Barack Obama, and is a 

former first lady. Clinton has been in politics 

for most of her life and aims to get women more 

involved in politics. 

 “Women in Public Service Project: 50% 

of officials by 2050..” stated the On the Issue 

website.  
 Hillary Clinton has been getting publicity 

for failing to set up an official, government-

regulated email address. Rather she used 

a personal email account that was never 

monitored by the government while in  office. 

She later said in a press conference that she 

used her personal account for “convenience,” 

because she “thought it would be easier to carry 

one device.”
 “We are losing a generation of historical 

records because the National Archives has 

failed to do its job.” said slate.com, a internet 

magazine that is own and ran by the washington 

post.

Pet spending tops $61 billion

Noncompliance with state seat time may force DDHS to 
lengthen the school day next year.
  “At this point, it has not been fi nalized,” assistant principal Joe 
Talley said. “The high school has put together a proposal which 
will go to the superintendent and in turn go to the school board, so 
it’s not been approved yet, but it’s on that way and will probably 
be approved.”
 Ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth graders have different sched-
ules, and none of them meet the state requirement. Ninth graders 
are at 951 hours, tenth and eleventh graders are at 945.5 hours and 

are supposed to be at 990 hours. Twelfth graders are at 937 hours and 
are supposed to be at 966. 

“I mean that’s 40 hours, so that’s really signifi cant,” said Talley. 
Part of the time defi cit is due to 

the abestos abatement DDHS went 
through over the last three years. After 
completng the fi rst two phases in the 
north building, the fi nal phase  is hap-
pening this year in the south building. 
Despite the interrupted schedule due to 
abatement, the district aims to meet the 

requirements. However, the school was defi cient on seat time before 

team, which included Givler, technical director 
Molly Stowe, costume designer Judy LeCoq, 
assistant director Apikale Fouch, and box offi ce 
manager Deanna McCrary.
 “Rumors” cost approximately $2,000 to 
stage. 
 “We did well,” Givler said in regards to 
ticket sales.
 It is the director’s prerogative to choose 
the play. Other schools have a committee that 
decides what play to stage. In the past, the DDHS 
director had to have the play approved by the 
principal, but now directors have full control.
 A signifi cant factor that goes into the selec-
tion of both the fall musical and spring play is if 
they have the student actors available who can 
potentially fi ll the main roles. 

•Portland musician

•Played for the U.S. 
Department of 
Defense 

•Fighting to trade-
mark band name

•Gives TEDx talks on 
racism

The student body
chose Elli Simotas as 
the 2015 DDHS Rose 
Festival Princess.

Girls’ tennis battles  
the Reynolds Raiders,
but comes up short.

See NEW SCHDULE Page 12
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“Can we please get a dog?” 
Over $61 billion—that’s 
with a B—is spent on our 
pets each year. 
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Extended school day proposed for 2015

Rumor has it spring comedy entertaining

Americans spend  about $61 billion on pets annually, including  popular clothing items like the sweaters on these two pomeranians. 

Pet spending has increased 4.5 percent since 2012. A lot of this money goes to pet halloween costumes, which totals $330 

Photo courtesy the College Candy website 

 There’s also a tragic side to 

pet ownership. One million pets 

are abused each year or killed by 

 One of the biggest mistakes 

owners are making, according to 

the Pet Advisor website, is not 

purchasing pet insurance for their 

pets. Only about three percent of pets 

in America is insured.

 According the the Huffi ngton 

Post, older Americans are looking 

to their pets more for company after 

their children are leaving, and are 

also spending the most on pets.

 “In the past, children were a 

refl ection of us, and people are now 

extending that to their pets,” stated 

San Diego veterinarian Dr. Jessica 
 website. 

ules, and none of them meet the state requirement. Ninth graders 
are at 951 hours, tenth and eleventh graders are at 945.5 hours and 

In-Depth15In-DepthHighlander APRIL 10, 2015

College campus crimes on the rise

Portland star of television, movies

The behind the scene look on the set of the third season of “Portlandia”. The very popular television show is a sketch comedy 

set and fi lmed in Portland. Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein are the two main characters.                              Photo courtesy ifc.com

 It’s not uncommon to hear of media 
fi lmed or created in Portland, Oregon; even 
Thomas Edison worked on a very short clip 
of a train’s movement in 1897, and there 
are already tentative plans for more fi lming 
to take place in 2016-17 on fi lms such as 
‘Prelude’ and a new ‘Hardy Boys Mysteries’ 
television series.
 Some of the shows and movies that 
have been fi lmed in Portland are ‘Grimm’, 
‘Mr. Holland’s Opus’, and ‘Wild’. Animated 
movies have also been created in Portland, 
like ‘Coraline’ and ‘ParaNorman’. These 
movies were both made by Laika Studios, and 
Coraline was nominated for ‘Best Animated 
Feature Film’ in the Academy Awards and 
Golden Globes.
 Live action fi lms shot in Portland bring 
about better sales for businesses. Crew 
members and technological directors often 
opt to use local vendors rather than ordering 
from out of state and having to wait for their 
equipment to arrive.
 Unfortunately for the city, sometimes 
fi lm creators will cheap out on using Portland. 
A few shows have used shots of it as a stand-

in, most recently the CW show ‘The Flash’. 
However, the snippets they have used 
so far have been only stock footage and 
B-Roll clips commonly used on broadcast 
news. It doesn’t help that the cast and crew 
hasn’t widely acknowledged their use of the 
footage, leaving it to seem unimportant to 
the show’s viewers.
 Filming in Portland also has a variety 
of benefi ts for media creators. Aside 
from the statewide lack of sales tax you 
fi nd in most other places, there is also the 
Oregon Production Investment Fund. The 
OPIF provides 20 percent cash rebates for 
production-related goods and services, as 
well as a 10 percent rebate on wages for 
work completed in Oregon. The laborious 
aspect of these rebates can also be combined 
with the Greenlight Oregon program to 
bring the total up to 16.2 percent.
 Their tax incentives are not as large as 
the state of New York’s, which can reach 
up to 35 percent. However, this makes 
it more benefi cial for long-term projects 
like television shows to continue fi lming 
in Oregon, because the incentives can add 
up over time. This helps the city as well, 
because feature fi lms bring only bursts of 
attention to the city and local businesses, 
but television shows can keep the focus on 

KINCAID EBLEN 
& SUZY MCDADE
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 Campus crime is a serious problem that isn’t being 
addressed, with Yale failing to report four sex offenses, the 
top ten safest schools not including any of the most popular 
universities, and the 1990 Clery act clearly being ignored, not 
to mention that over a third of women at oregon state .
 In 2013, Yale was fi ned $165,000 for failing to follow the 
Clery act. The Clery act, named after Jeanne Clery, a student at 
Lehigh University in Pennsylvania who was raped and killed, 
was signed by President George H.W. Bush in 1990.  The act 
stated that colleges and universities must issue annual reports 
with three years’ worth of statistics on violent and sex crimes, 
and liquor and drug violations. Colleges must also issue 
“imminent threat” warnings when appropriate. Yale did not 
keep accurate statistics and crime logs, causing them to fail in 
reporting these offenses.
 Stateuniversity.com compiled a list of the top ten safest 
colleges, using Clear and FBI data to analyze 1,407 colledges. 
The list starts with;1) Kent State University at Geauga;2) 
Gordon College;3) Kent State University at Tuscarawas;4) 
Massachusetts School of Law;5) Trinity Christian College;6) 
Covenant College;7) Ursuline College;8) Lake Forest 
College;9) Bethel University;10) Bethel Seminary-St. Paul. 
Despite this Large list of safe colleges, the top 50 colleges list, 
created by collegechoice.net, doesn’t include any of the safest 
schools, nor does the top 100 in the list created by usnews.
com.
 “Educational opportunities, safety, job placement, etc are 
not usually considered with popularity,” said Portland Police 

offi cer Steve Morinville.
It is Ironic that the safest university is one of the Kent State 

Campuses is the safest college in America considering the 
incident of the Kent State massacre. The Kent State massacre 
was the shooting of four students and the injuring of nine by 
the Ohio National Guard that took place on May 4, 1970.
 The ranking of 71 for Virginia Tech on the top 100 list 
created by usnews.com is also ironic. This college was the 
Virginia Tech massacre, which was the shooting of 49 students, 
32 of which died, by senior Seung-Hui Cho on April 16, 2007. 

However, most campus crimes are left unreported, 
especially rape. According to a 2007 report from the National 
Institute of Justice, nearly one in fi ve female students suffer 
an attempted or actual sexual assault during college, but only 
about 13 percent report the crime. This has left many, including 
Usnews.com, to say that because proper data is not available 
and that crimes remain unreported, safety of colleges cannot 
be calculated in the fi rst place. However, this does not stop 
individuals from creating surveys and creating more statistics.

One of these surveys was created and ran by Jennifer 
Freyd, a professor at the University of Oregon’s department of 
psychology, and doctoral students Marina N. Rosenthal and 
Carly Parnitzke. The survey found that one in three women 
surveyed have been sexually asualted and that ten percent of 
these women were raped during the attack.

Though not all sexual assualts are malicious in 
nature.

“No sexual assualt should ever go unreported and 
attackers need to be prsecuted to the fullest. We just need to 
make sure that it isn’t druck kids that never knew the difference 
and were just regretting it the next day, ” said Morinville.

Concession
prices trumph
movie tickets

 Films have been around since the late 
1800s, and in the past five years cinema ticket 
prices increased by five percent. 
 Movie theaters make most of their 
money off of concessions, and not the tickets 
themselves. According to Brad Tuttle, a writer 
for TIME magazine, movie theaters make 
roughly 85 percent of their profit off of the 
concessions stands.
 Tuttle says that movie theater popcorn has 
been called one of “America’s biggest rip-offs,” 
with a retail price of nine times more than what 
it costs to make the product. The average price 
for a box of candy at the theater costs $4.25. 
Wal-Mart could sell them for as low as a dollar 
a box. These prices on concession goods are 
increasing as the years continue. The costs of 
these snacks are making the customers not as 
willing to buy them. 
 According to Senior Film and Media 
Reporter, Brent Lang, movie ticket prices 
reached an average of $8.17 in 2014, a 0.50 
percent increase from 2013. Attendance figures 
decreased in 2013 to roughly 1.26 billion 
consumers because of the steadily increasing 
movie ticket costs. 
 “The average tends to rise or fall based on 
the number of 3D or premium format titles,” 
said Lang.
 “The production cost is high, along with 
the cost of technology,” said Social Studies and 
Economics teacher Scott Cashdollar. “Plus, 
actor salaries are outrageous. Movie ticket 
prices are way too high.” 
 Popular movies like “Bolt”, “Up”, and 
“How to Train your Dragon” make an average 
of 500.9 million dollars worldwide according 
to Box Office Mojo. A survey conducted by the 
American Association of Retired People show 
that 40 percent of seniors no longer attend 
films because they can no longer afford the 
high price to go to the movie theater. When 
fewer tickets are sold, it tends to cause more 
panic to movie executives, who earn most of 
the profits from their sale. 
 Fewer people going to films, means an 
increasing expense for making the films, both 
contribute to higher prices for admission, 
stated WiseGeek articles. 
 Century 16 manager, Austin, said that 
Century 16 makes most of their money off of 
concessions, and not the actual movie tickets. 
Century 16 also rents the movies out to the 
public, and then make an estimate on how 
many people should come to the theater. Then 
they divide the average amount of people. This 
helps them set the price of the tickets. If there 
are about 50 people in the theater, then the 
price of a ticket would increase to $10.00. 
 Regal Cinema, on 16603 SE Division, sells 
tickets in two categories; children and seniors. 
With a Regal card, every Tuesday the entire 
price of the movie would be $5. 
 The costs of concessions and tickets has 
forced movie lovers to pay more than what the 
experience is worth. Rules preventing movie-
goers from bringing their own food and drinks 
force them to buy food from the concession 
stands. With the high costs of movie production 
and displays, cinemas have no other option 
than to increase concessions and ticket prices.
 Although the cost of concessions is so 
high, costumers are not forced to buy food and 
drinks from concessions. Costumers can still 
enjoy and participater in going to the movies 
without the over-priced food offered at the 
concession stand. 

ANITA KOZINSKIY & D’SA ROLLY  
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Portland for years.
 Filmmakers choose Portland as 
their shoot location because they have an 
attachment to the city, or because their 
fi lm’s setting is in the Pacifi c Northwest. 
Writer of ‘All the Wilderness’, Michael 
Johnson, grew up in the city and enjoyed 
the familiarity.
 “The neighborhoods I grew up in 
are so majestic,” stated Johnson in an 
OregonLive interview. “I think your 
physical surroundings really shape the 
person you become in ways we don’t even 
realize. The atmosphere of the Pacifi c 
Northwest is naturally beautiful, but also 
a little dark, which really works with the 
themes in the fi lm.” 
 Aside from being aesthetically 
pleasing, Portland and Oregon in general 
provide geographical conveniences. 
There are varying fi lm locations in close 
proximity to each other. Twenty-seven 
cities and three counties are fee-free 
locations for creators, and many state parks 
will waive fi lming fees for a mention in the 
credits. In addition, actors and fi lm creators 
residing in LA can take a two-to-three hour 
fl ight to their location, work there for a full 
day, and take a second fl ight back to their 
home before the day’s end.

The behind the scene look on the set of the third season of “Portlandia”. The very popular television show is a sketch comedy 

set and fi lmed in Portland. Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein are the two main characters.                              Photo courtesy ifc.com
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 The theatre department staged the com-
edy “Rumors” for the weekends of March 
6-8 and 12-14, with a discounted matinee on 
March 11.
 The play, directed by theatre teacher 
Michael Givler, starred junior Hannah Kel-
lebrew as Chris Gorman in her fi rst lead and 
senior Ethan Archer as her husband, Ken 
Gorman. There were eight other students 
in the cast, and nine who assisted with the 
technical aspects of the play. Members of the 
Stage Craft and Advanced Technical Services 
classes helped with the stage construction. 
There were fi ve members of the production 

 “Rumors” was written by Neil Simon, who 
has written nearly 60 plays and screenplays 
over his long career. Simon has been nominated 
for four Oscars. In 1983, he became the only 
living playwright to have a New York theatre 
named after him. Most of his plays are com-
edies that have an autobiographical aspect to 
them, as he draws characters and events from 
his own life. 
 “Rumors” first premiered at the Old 
Globe Theatre on Sep. 22, 1988. It opened on 
Broadway at the Broadhurst Theatre on Nov. 
17, 1998 and then transferred to the Ethel Bar-
rymore Theatre. It closed after an impressive 
535 performances. The original lead actress, 
Christine Baranski, won a Tony for Best Per-
formance by a Featured Actress in a Play. 

“I mean, that’s 
40 hours, so 
that’s really 
signifi cant.”

13

SmarterBalanced, 
OAKS, AP, SAT and 
ACT to test everyone’s        
patience.

 The theatre department staged the com-
edy “Rumors” for the weekends of March 

 12
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 High school graduation requirements vary 
from country to country, from 50 percent of 
completed work counting as passing in China, to 
50 percent being failing in the United States.
 The U.S. uses an education system called 
Common Core. According to The Common Core 
State Standards Initiative, Common Core is a 
basic outline of what student should have learned 
in each grade. Approximately 43 states have 
willing adapted this system, but State Education 
Chiefs and Governors in 48 states attend the 
meetings. 
 English and math are the only subjects 
chosen for Common Core because they are the 
areas which allow students to build skills in other 
subjects. Students are required to learn to read, 
write, and communicate effectively before they 
can start learning about U.S. history and other 
subjects. It also determines how well they will 
do after they graduate high school. Students also 
get a lot of electives to choose from so that they 
have something they like to do. 
 “I think school should make you a well 
rounded person,” said assistant principal Linda 
Vancil. “And you need a variety of classes to 
make that happen.”
 With electives, students get a chance to get 
creative and see the options that their school 
provides.
 “In America, we value  creativity,” said 
counselor Sarah Hunt.
 In Japan, students have to take a National 
Higher Education Entrance Exam in order to 
graduate. Although this test is called an Entrance 
Exam, most students take it during their last 
year of high school. This test determines what 
college the student will be able to attend. High 
school in Japan is known as Secondary School, 
and it only lasts three years. During these 
three years, students must take math, Japanese, 
science, language arts, and social studies classes. 
According to The Japan Times, an English 
language newspaper published in Japan since 
1897, the exam tests the students on the basic 
academic knowledge that students learned in the 
three years. 
 Japan isn’t the only country to have an 
entrance exam. China is another country that 
has a modified version of this exam. Although 
in China, this exam is called Gaokao, it is 
mostly the same as Japan’s test. According to 
Greenheart travel: High School in China, high 
school is leveled from grade ten to twelve. The 
year consists of two semesters, the first starting 
in Sept. and the second ending in June. Chinese, 
English, and math are the only subjects required. 
History, geography, chemistry, biology, computer 
science, and physics are all considered electives. 
 In Vietnam, students are required to take the 
national High Graduation Examination (HGE) at 
the end of grade 12 in order to get a diploma. 
This test includes six subjects which are each 
worth ten points at the maximum. The six 
subjects are mathematics,Vietnamese Literature, 
and four alternating subjects determined by the 
Ministry of Education and Training, varying each 
year, three of which is the same with those of 
the Standard HGE. High school goes from grades 
10-12. In order to graduate, a student needs to 
achieve at least a total score of 30 points. A score 
below this or a zero-score for any subject will 
also disqualify a student from taking part in the 
University Entrance Examination. 
 Even though the requirements are different, 
all of the countries have the same goal and that is 
to educate the students that attend so they can be 
successful. 

Fluoridated water filled with myths

Roach family causes outbreak

Portlanders protest near the Burnside bridge in 2013 against the addition of fluoride in the  
water. Oregon still does not have fluoride in the water.      
          Photo courtesy the Willamette Weekly

	 The	Measles	outbreak	of	early	2015	was	first	 contracted	
by the Roach family of Kearny, Arizona, who traveled to 
Disneyland on a family vacation.
 With the unlikely name of Yslas-Roach, the household’s 
unvaccinated children came into contact with, and contracted, 
the Measles, passing it to their mother. On a family vacation 
to Disneyland before their symptoms appeared, the Yslas-
Roach family exposed approximately 1000 individuals and 
infected at least 140 persons, states The Republic, an online 
Arizona newspaper. They returned home to Arizona, where their 
symptoms began to arise. Through a number of doctor’s visits 
with	inconclusive	answers,	they	were	finally	diagnosed	on	Jan.	
22 with measles.
 “Anyone who has been immunized for measles should 
have no concern about visiting Disneyland,” said state health 
department Deputy Director Gil Chavez to Disney spokeswoman 
Suzi Brown.
 Measles is contagious enough that 90 percent of those 
not immune who come into contact with an infected person 
will become sick, says the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). The disease is harbored in a person’s head, 
residing in the salivary glands and nose’s mucus membranes. 
Four days prior to the manifestation of symptoms, the disease is 
already contractable. These symptoms typically begin with high 
fever, cough, running nose, and red, watery eyes. Following 
these pre-eruptive symptoms, Koplik spots, or small, white dots, 
begin to appear in the throat. Ultimately, the disease culminates 
in a distinctive rash, red and blotchy across the body. Measles 
is also an airborne disease, meaning it is easily spread through 
coughing and sneezing within close range of uninfected persons.
 As a result of this family’s infection, the West Coast of the 
United States began to experience cases of the disease, which 

continued to spread across the country. The CDC reports that 
between Jan. 1 and Feb. 27 of this year, there were 170 measles 
cases in seventeen states and the District of Columbia. These 
cases were centered in California, with 124 total cases.
 “The problem with measles is that there is such a long 
time period before it is noticeable,” said the school’s registered 
nurse, Stephanie West. “Just like with Disneyland, it will spread 
quickly without anyone knowing it. In a school setting we are 
so close together and diseases have the potential to spread very 
rapidly.”
 Regarding vaccinations to prevent measles, Oregon law 
mandates that every student under 14 years enrolling in an 
Oregon	school	for	the	first	time	must	be	vaccinated	for	measles,	
as well as other illnesses. This vaccination is known as the 
Measles, Mumps and Rubella injection, or MMR. Oregon law 
requires school administrators to deny enrollment to students 
who do not have the appropriate vaccinations. 
 “Once a year we go through everyone’s immunization 
records to check that everyone is up to date on their injections,” 
said West.
 Parents of the child must also have proof that their child is 
immunized against the disease, or paperwork exempting them 
for strictly religious or medical means.
 “The concept of herd immunization is very important,” said 
Health department head Angela Nurre. “You get immunized, not 
necessarily just for yourself, but also for your community.”
 Students can be excused from vaccinations for medical 
reasons if they have an exemption note written by their doctor. 
This exemption is especially important for those who have 
previously gone through, or are currently participating in, 
chemotherapy. The child may also be medically exempted 
from immunization if they are severely allergic to a particular 
ingredient in the vaccine, however this is rare in its occurrence.
 “By stepping up and being immunized, we’re saying, ‘Hey, 
we’re going to beat this disease, said principal John Bier, whose 
wife is a doctor.           
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cub investigative reporters
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 The controversial decision of 
adding	 fluoride	 to	 the	 drinking	 water	 in	
Portland, opposed by local voters four 
separate times, has the state wondering 
why, since Oregonians have one of the 
worst dental records in the country. 
 In 1901, dentist Fredrick McKay 
started to notice a pattern of stained teeth in 
his patients. Three decades later, the early 
discoveries of the Fluoridation Method 
produced a 50-60 percent tooth decay 
reduction in the experiment.
 Less than 24 percent of water in Oregon, 
the lowest percentage in the entire country, 
has	fluoride	added	to	it.	Over	two	thirds	of	
the	United	States	has	fluoridated	water.	Only	
one	fifth	are	consuming	fluoridated	water	in	
Oregon.
	 Fluoridation	is	when	fluoride	is	added	
to a substance, usually drinking water. Many 
people	 do	 not	 know	 that	 fluoridation	 is	
meant to prevent tooth decay. The average 
amount	of	fluoride	found	in	water	is	levels	
higher than 0.71.2 parts per million (PPM). 
 “Vitamins and supplements are not 
necessarily a bad thing, but there are 
expectations to every rule. [Fluoridation is] 
a polarized topic in Oregon,” said DDHS 
nurse Stephanie West, RN.
	 Some	citizens	believe	that	fluoride	is	a	
medication, but it is actually a mineral and 
an isotope of the element Fluorine. Afraid 
of the government adding chemicals to their 
drinking water, the American public has 
invented	 a	filter	 that	 separates	 the	fluoride	
from their water.
 Studies from The National Institutes 
of	 Mental	 Health	 says	 that	 fluoride	 may	
possibly damage teeth and may cause 
psychological and behavioral problems. 
Fluoride may also
affect parts of the human body such as the 
digestive system, affective joints, connective 

tissue, the brain, and the testicles. 
	 Research	also	shows	 that	fluoride	 is	
proven to improve and strengthen teeth, 
making it good for an overall good oral 
health, but it is shown that in the past the 
chemical was used as rat poison and as 
an insecticide. Having a different taste, 
smell, color, and possibly being poisonous 
or Cancerous, are some of the myths that 
voters believe.
	 Many	school	districts	served	fluoride	
tablets in 2014 to help prevent tooth decay 
when students’ teeth were developing in 
their early years of childhood. 
 A Multnomah County study states that 
fluoride	tablets	won’t	prevent	tooth	decay	
because for it to work, it must be taken 
every day. Since students are only there for 
140	to	170	days	of	the	year,	fluoride	has	
only helped in very small amounts.
 There was an incident at a Michigan 
elementary school in 1977 where seven 
students were exposed to an overfeed 
of	 92	 milligrams	 per	 liter	 of	 fluoride.	
The system was said to have a damaged 

International 
graduation 
policies vary

pump,	that	controls	the	fluoride	solution,	
and a problem with part of the circuit. 
After the students drank the water, they 
became very sick. The children who were 
exposed to the water were said to not 
have an increase of cancer in the future 
because	of	only	one	big	dose	of	fluoride	
they	 drank,	 and	 because	 fluoride	 is	 a	
weak carcinogen.
	 “Community	water	fluoridation	is	a	
community health measure that protects 
all children and adults, regardless of 
income, education, or ethnicity, not just 
those with access to dental care,” states 
ilikemyteeth.org.
 There was approximately 61 percent 
of	schools	 in	2011	digesting	fluoridated	
water. Now, 69 percent of schools in the 
state	 are	 consuming	 fluoride	 in	 theirs.	
In 2013, school-based dental sealant 
programs had a median 81 percent 
decrease of cavities found in the children.
 “The target is by 2017 about 30 
percent of the population could be 
accessing	 fluoride,”	 states	 ilikemyteeth.
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Library joins the eBook party

Americans spend  about $61 billion on pets annually, including  popular clothing items like the sweaters on these two pomeranians. 
Pet spending has increased 4.5 percent since 2012. A lot of this money goes to pet halloween costumes, which totals $330 
million.                                     Photo courtesy the College Candy website 

 With nearly two-thirds of all U.S. 
households owning a pet, pet spending 
has increased into the billions of dollars.  
 Pet spending has increased 4.5 
percent since 2012. According to the 
U.S. News website, Americans spend 
approximately $61 billion on pets 
annually. 
 “I think that’s a lot of money” said 
biology teacher Stacey Barber.
 Only 56 percent of U.S. households 
owned a pet in 1988.  Vermont is current 
state owning the most pets, with 70.8 
percent of households owning a pet. 
New Mexico came in second, with 67.7 
percent owning a pet. Oregon placed  
fourth, with 63.6 percent of households 
owning a pet. The lowest state to own 
pets is Washington D.C. 
 A record of $56 billion was spent 
on pets in 2013, and an estimated of $60 
billion was spent in 2014. The highest 
amount, $21.57 billion, was spent on 
pet food. 
 “These foods are more expensive, 
but owners see their pets as furry, 
winged, and finny extensions of their 
family,” states the CBS Money Watch 

website.
 Veterinay care cost $14.37 billion 
in 2013, and $13.14 billion was spent 
on over-the-counter supplies and 
other pet medications that same year. 
Pet owners even spent a total of $330 
million on pet halloween costumes in 
2013. 
 Pet owners are also spending more 
money on designer and personalized 
pet products.  According to the 
Franchise Help website, 68 percent of 
pet owners said that “they treat their 
pets as well as they treat their kids.”  
Pet grooming, for instance, totalled 
$6.2 million in 2012, an amount 
greater than Facebook revenue 
advertising.     
 “Seventy-eight percent of animal 
owners think of their pets and animals 
as kids, and 58 percnet of them call 
themselves ‘mommy or ‘daddy,’” 
states the Franchise Help website. 
 Pet spending is anticipated to 
grow 4.4 percent through 2016.
 According to the TIME website, 
all this spending may have its benefits. 
Bonding with a pet has been proven to 
relieve stress. Perhaps that’s why 77 
percent of Americans give birthday 
presents to their pets and spend 
approximately $5 billion on holiday 

gifts.
 There’s also a tragic side to 
pet ownership. One million pets 
are abused each year or killed by 
domestic violence. 
 One of the biggest mistakes 
owners are making, according to 
the Pet Advisor website, is not 
purchasing pet insurance for their 
pets. Only about three percent of pets 
in America is insured.
 According the the Huffington 
Post, older Americans are looking 
to their pets more for company after 
their children are leaving, and are 
also spending the most on pets.
 “In the past, children were a 
reflection of us, and people are now 
extending that to their pets,” stated 
San Diego veterinarian Dr. Jessica 
Vogelsang to USA Today website. 
 According to the CNN money 
website, dog shows can cost a 
competitor $50,000 to $100,000 
a year. According to the Humane 
Society, globally there are an 
estimated 95.6 million cats, 83.3 
million dogs, 20.6 million birds, 
8.3 million horses, 145 million 
freshwater fish, 13.6 million saltwater 
fish, 18.1 million small animals, and 
11.6 million pet reptiles. 

ELINA RIVERA-TORRES 
& VINCENT XIONG  

cub investigative reporters

DESHALA AMOS & CASSANDRA DAVIS  
 cub investigative reporters

eBooks sales have increased as they become more 
popular, including the DDHS library, which recently 
purchased eBooks for students to check out. 

Once checked out students will be able to login and 
read them through any web browser. Students can access 
them using IOS and Android devices with the Destiny 
Quest App. 

“It is good to give people options on whether they 
want books digitally or electronically,” said librarian 
Lisa Just. “Books are expensive.  eBooks cost less.”

eBooks have become a very easy way of reading 
within the past years. The Amazon Kindle 1st generation 
was released in 2007, since then the Kindle has been 
made a very useful tool for any level reader. Although 
as easy and useful as Kindles may be to use for everyday 
reading they may not always be the best choice. 

Students read from screen so much that they don’t 
exercise the deep reading part of their brain, and when 
people don’t do that they can lose that part. According 
to www.pri.org, neuroscience has revealed that when 
people read there are different parts of the brain being 
used, depending on whether the reader is viewing paper 
or a screen. 

“You got the world at your fingertips with Google,” 

English teacher Kelly Wells said. “Students seem more 
motivated to read from a device than an original paper 
book. Text is the same in any format. eBooks provide the 
same pleasure, plus the text can become interactive.” 

When reading a screen, however, people shift to “non-
linear” reading, which is like skimming or the reader’s 
eyes darting a web page. This can cause eye stain.

There are also advantages to eBooks, including the 
eco-friendly option that reduces cost and lowers the 
environmental impact from the millions of trees saved 
that for centuries provided the pulp to produce paper. 
There’s also the instant access to information that a 
Kindle, iPad, or Tablet, providing the device has internet 
access. 

Economics teacher Scott Cashdollar would rather 
teach from a paper-made book.

“It becomes difficult when there is often trouble for 
students to log in,” Cashdollar said. “I haven’t found any 
advantages yet. Then there’s all the distractions of an 
eBook because it’s an electronic device.” 

eBook have also increased the level of electronic 
waste. Many contain precious metals that are hazardous 
to the environment. On the other hand, more writers are 
being published because of the ease and lower cost of 
publication. 

“They allow more people to get their opinions out 
there,” Cashdollar said. 

Presidential
race 
warming up

 According to the website Politics1, there 
are approximately 234 candidates expected 
to run for the 2016 presidential election, but 
only two have confirmed their candidacy in the 
election to be held Nov. 4.
 “A potential presidential candidate must 
be at least 35 years of age, a U.S. born citizen, 
and a 14-year resident of the states” states the 
Politics1 website, which has been used by New 
York Times for academic reasons. 
 Sixty-four-year-old retired Michigan 
neurosurgeon Ben Carson, who successfully 
separated a pair of conjoined twins came forward 
to the website Political Insider that he is going 
to be running for president in 2016. Until 2014, 
Carson wasn’t in any political party, however in 
November, appalled with how the country was 
being governed, he joined the Republican party 
and started planning his candidacy.
 “I believe it is a very good idea for 
physicians, scientists, engineers, and others 
trained to make decisions based on facts and 
empirical data to get involved in the political 
arena.” said Carson to the Political Insider.
 The only other person to confirm their 
candidate is Rick Santorum. Santorum, 
the 57-year-old republican senator from 
Pennsylvania, has been in politics since the 
1970s. he has served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, U.S. Senate, and ran for 
president in 2012. Santorum aims to adjust the 
country’s legal system 
 Mitt Romney, the 2012 republican 
candidate, came out and said that he will not be 
running for this year
 “Mitt struggled with the decision,” said 
Eric Fehrnstrom, Romney’s long-term advisor, 
to the Wall Street Journal “He felt it was time 
to let the mantle of leadership pass to others in 
the Republican Party.” 
 Although no one in the democratic party 
has confirmed their candidacy, the current front 
runners are Jim Webb and Hillary Clinton. 
Webb, a 69-year-old, Emmy-award winning 
journalist,  a filmmaker and author of ten books, 
has been heavily involved in the nations affairs. 
 [Webb] declared that “the health of 
American society should be measured not with 
the numbers that come out of Wall Street, but 
with the living conditions that exist on Main 
Street.”
 Hillary Clinton was the 67th secretary of 
state under president Barack Obama, and is a 
former first lady. Clinton has been in politics 
for most of her life and aims to get women more 
involved in politics. 
 “Women in Public Service Project: 50% 
of officials by 2050..” stated the On the Issue 
website.  
 Hillary Clinton has been getting publicity 
for failing to set up an official, government-
regulated email address. Rather she used 
a personal email account that was never 
monitored by the government while in  office. 
She later said in a press conference that she 
used her personal account for “convenience,” 
because she “thought it would be easier to carry 
one device.”
 “We are losing a generation of historical 
records because the National Archives has 
failed to do its job.” said slate.com, a internet 
magazine that is own and ran by the washington 
post.

Pet spending tops $61 billion
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Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” and 2014 with “Special 
Merit” and “Most Outstanding Newspaper.”
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1. What word does 
the term “prom” 
derive from?
a) prompt
b) promiscous
c) promise
d) promenade

2. When did high 
schools adopt the 
prom trend?
a) early 1900s
b) mid 1900s
c) early 2000s
d) when dinosaurs 
walked the earth

3. How much did 
that average family 
spend on one child 
for prom?
a) $200
b) $807
c) $572
d) $1,096

4. What did early 
proms consist of?
a) dancing
b) tea
c) social room
d) all of the above

5. Why were corsages 
worn during prom?
a) they symbolized 
mutual feelings
b) they made people 
smell better
c) they made dates 
look professional
d) fl owers were 
thought to ward off 
evil spirits

6. Of the following, 
which fi lm expanded 
the American-style 
prom idea to the UK?
a) High School Musi-
cal 3
b) Prom
c) Pretty in Pink
d) Sixteen Candles

7. Which US Presi-
dent held his daugh-
ter’s high school 
senior prom at the 
White House?
a) Ronald Reagan 
b) Bill Clinton
c) Gerald Ford
d) Dwight Eisen-
hower  

8. What was happen-
ing during the 60’s 
and 70’s that made 
prom’s popularity 
drop?
a) increase in stud-
ies
b) concern for local 
environment
c) anti-war rallies
d) anti-prom protests

9. Where were proms 
originally held at 
before high schools?
a) community 
centers
b) local mansions
c) stadiums
d) collages

10) Who of the 
following has not 
been crowned prom 
queen?
a) Halle Berry
b) Cindy Crawford
c) Shannon Crystal
d) Rosie O’Donnell

11) Neil Patrick 
Harris was crowned 
prom king in high 
school.
a) True
b) False

Prescriptions not always needed 

“The only thing this test is testing 
me on is my patience!”

MY TURN

Elizabeth
Garcia

“It is common to 
make assumptions 
based on a persons 
race, but it is acting 
on these assumptions 
that is dangerous and 
harmful.”

Tedious testing too much 

Little
Thoughts

Sarah Bradbury

AT&T to punish an employee 
for making such a complaint. 
What I really want to know is 
if the coworker was penalized 
because this whole ordeal in my 
opinion was his fault. Clair was 
eventually awarded $224,000. 
I bet AT&T wished then they 
would have gone about this 
situation differently.
 Along with racism, racial 
profi ling is another  current 
issue, being the subject of the 
Ferguson, Missouri incident. 
Currently, Oregon House 
lawmakers are considering a 
bill that will defi ne and ban racial 
profi ling, according to KOIN 
6. This bill would create both a 
fi ling system for racial-profi ling 
complaints and a task force 
that will identify and correct 
racial-profi ling patterns in law 
enforcement offi ces. The goal is 
strengthen the trust between law 
enforcement and communities. 
 It is common to make 
assumptions based on a 
person’s race, but it is acting 
on these assumptions that is 
dangerous and harmful. Racial 
profi ling is a form of racism. I 
am not offering a solution to this, 
I just would like to suggest that 
next time you judge someone 
based on their race realized that 
what you are doing is not fair, 
you don’t even know them. 

sibly college, is a positive 
change in the education 
system. 
 Other schools, how-
ever, have fought back and 
instead have turned to an 
opt-out solution. Portland 
Public Schools already took 
this step, and so has Park-
rose High School. Over 100 
Lake Oswego juniors have 
opted out. So why not Da-
vid Douglas? 
 To opt-out, these teach-
ers were required to submit 
a letter and complete a form 
to their districts explain-
ing the opt-out reason, and 
were required to create an 
alternate activity to replace 
the SmarterBalance credit. 
Parents are able to opt-out 
their children as well.
 That’s the only op-
tion available for those 
who would rather avoid 
SmarterBalanced. How-
ever, considering it’s just 
one of several tests, we 
must prepare ourselves and 
stay positive.      

Avoid media 
negativities 
 
Dear Editor,
 While on the internet, I 
constantly see articles bashing 
female celebrities on their 
fashion choices and overall 
appearances. This makes me 
extremely angry because the 
media is teaching the world 
that all that is important about 
a woman is how they look, and 
that the only reason for looking 
good is to have the approval of 
other people, specifi cally men. 
I believe that all of us should 
ignore these negative aspects 
of the media and do whatever 
makes us happy. If you want to 
do your hair and makeup, do it. 
If you don’t, then don’t. 

Sincerely,
Sophomore Emily Veenstra

Fiction 
underminded
      
Dear Editor,
 There is something I’ve 
heard multiple times over the 
years that has always perplexed 
me. A majority of people 
criticize fi citonal books. Many 
say the stories are too “far-
fetched” or “unbelievable” or 
that they can’t see it ever really 
happening. 
 But what they don’t 
understand, the fact that they’re 
missing, is that’s the whole point 
of reading fi ction! With so much 
going on in our everyday lives,  
it’s nice to slip into another 
world. Fantasy can pull you 
into a life of magic, wonder, and 
beauty, making your problems 
and stress melt away. 
 For those who “can’t see it 
really happening,” who cares? 
That’s not the point. Don’t focus 
on the unrealistic creatures and 

plots. Focus on the journey that 
fi ction takes you through and 
enjoy your well-earned time 
out from the real world. 
 
Sincerely, 
Anonymous

Global warming 
call to action
Dear Editor,
 Global warming is 
defi nitely getting worse. The 
earth is changing, but people 
aren’t aware of it. Even if 
they are aware of the fact, 

most people think, “I’m only 
one person, so I can’t possibly 
change the world with my 
actions.”  But it starts with you. 
Like a quote in The Lord of the 
Rings Movie Trilogy, “Even the 
smallest person can change the 
course of the future,” a situation 
that seems impossible to change 
can alter with a million, or even 
a billion, forces acting together. 
The earth’s condition can 
improve dramatically. It is not 
about how much you do, but 
how you’re going to do it. 

Sincerely, 
Sophomore Jeanie Chen

 For a while now, I’ve 
been questionable about 
the use of  prescr ip t ion 
drugs to deal with sick-
nesses and disorders; are 
they really beneficial and 
for the better?
 For the most part, I 
do believe that medica-
tion can be good, and it 
can help many people with 
their lives and allow them 
to properly function in the 
world and remain happy. I 
also believe that even the 
thought of taking medicine, 
of any sorts, also has a 
mental effect on the user. If 
someone believes that they 
ingest something supposed 
to “cure” them or make them 
feel better, then their mind 
might be at ease, and the 
body will actually heal itself, 
but will instead give credit to 
the medicine.
 We are a country de-

pendent on medication and 
pills in order to make our-
selves feel better. Day after 
day, there are those being 
assigned more and more 
medication, when really, they 
may not even need it. 
 There are also those 
who are falsely diagnosed, 
so they spend hundreds of 
dollars on medical appoint-
ments and medication that 
may not even help.
 So instead of spending 
all that time and money on 
medicine, there are other al-
ternatives. Maybe look more 
into the sickness and see 
what others recommend, go 
for a walk, find hobbies, eat 
healthier, or talk to someone 
trustworthy. When all the op-
tions considered no longer 
work, or haven’t helped at all 
in the first place, then medi-
cation could be considered 
in order to help. 

“We are a 
country de-
pendent on 
medication 
and pills...”

What Do 
You Know 

About  Prom?

 In this day and age, many 
would believe that anything is 
possible. Men are not the only 
breadwinners. News can circle 
the world in a matter of hours.  
Research has revealed that the 
humans’ origin is Africa. And, 
an African American President 
is on his second term in offi ce. 
Yet, in a world where so much 
is possible, the elimination of 
racism is still only an ideal. Many 
like to believe that racism is a 
thing of the past, but this notion 
could not be more wrong. The 
evidence: Ferguson; Madison, 
Wisconsin; and the racist 
fraternity incident at University 
of Oklahoma. 
 Although we have come 
a long way we can’t believe 
racism has vanished. A recent 
case in Portland happened 
last December. According the 
the Oregonian, Jeanine Clair, 
was the only African-American 
working at the AT&T store 
in downtown Portland and 
according to KOIN 6 news 
when Clair complained about 
a co-worker using a derogatory 
term she suffered “on-the-
job retaliation.” Although the 
co-workers offense was very 
wrong the lack of support from 
AT&T that Clair received shock 
me the most. I would never 
have expected a company like 

?

Thoughts

Sincerely, 
Sophomore Jeanie Chen

 In a matter of days, 
juniors will sit down with 
a Chrome Book to take 
the most contentious, 
controversial, high-stakes 
exam required of public 
school students in de-
cades: SmarterBalanced. 
If that weren’t enough, all 
AP exams will also be ad-
ministered in May, as will 
OAKS Science testing, 
and senior course semester 
exams.  Be ready to be test-
ed, tested, and tested again.
 Who decided that 
standardized testing would 
improve our education 
anyway? State offi cials 
have predicted that up-
wards of 65 percent of us 
will fail the SmarterBal-
anced test, which is re-
quired for graduation. 
 Oregon schools chief 
Rob Saxton has a different 
view of SmarterBalanced, 
saying that informing 
those who fail the test, and 
their current path to high 
school graduation and pos-



Meninism mocking feminist movementPOINT
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COUNTER-POINT

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“Yes, be-
cause you’re 
just getting 
a break and 
learning 
about college 
and adapt-
ing”
- Sophomore 
Molly Barker

“No the qual-
ity of educa-
tion would be 
lower because 
they would 
have a lower 
budget”
-Junior Osa 
OdighizuwaFree community college to be considered

Do you think the 
fi rst two years of 

community college 
should be free?

Squatters rights: they are real
Through the 

Grapevine   
Tessa Meyer

“Yes, it 
should be free 
because col-
lege is super 
expensive and 
more people 
would go if it 
was free”
-Junior Jenny 
Tien

Queen Cleopatra of Egypt 

was not actually Egyptian 

Atlantic salmon are capable of leaping 15 feet high

Your breathing rate in-

creases when you start to 

type

The nothingness of a black hole generates a 
sound in the key of B fl at

In 2003, a 6-year-old from 

Naples, FL was ticketed for 

not having a permit for her 

lemonade stand

Courtesy of Snapple.com

unrealistic expectations 
for men.” Many tweets are 
tagged with “#Meninism” or 
“#NotAllMen.” Meninists 
have even begun  produce 
merchandise with “#Meninism” 
written across the chest.
Meninists are mostly composed 
of men who believe themselves 
to be oppressed by the 
feminist movement and that 
their masculinity is at stake if 
women achieve equal rights as 
them. 
Feminism doesn’t mean that 
women want to be the dominant 
gender, that’s known as . 
Feminism is about advocating 
equal political, economic, 
and social rights as men. A 
feminist can be anyone who 
stands by these beliefs, any 
man, woman, and genderless 
person alike. There is no bra 
burning or man hating, and 

 The menimist movement 
is so absurd and unnecessary, 

that it makes 
the selfie-stick 
look like the 
world’s most 
revolut ionary 
idea.
“ M e n i n i s m ” 
o r i g i n a l l y 
created as 
a parody 
m o v e m e n t 
that mocks 
f e m i n i s t s , 
has gained 
p o p u l a r i t y 

as a legitimate cause, with 
their followers being known 
as Mens Right’s Activists 
(MRA). Coming out of this 
are hundreds of Twitter and 
Tumblr accounts writing 
posts like “I need meninism 
because ‘Magic Mike’ sets 

not every feminist is violently 
preaching the “downfall of the 
patriarchy.”
The goal for feminism is to 
fix issues that prevent gender 
equality. It is meant to protect 
and defend those who are 
oppressed because they lack 
a Y chromosome or act too 
feminine. The reason meninists 
are doing what they’re doing is 
most likely due to the fact that 
they don’t entirely know what 
feminism is, the same goes for 
anyone against feminism. The 
media only seems to cover the 
extreme acts that are committed 
by feminist and not the genuine 
campaigns and protests.
The only thing that is unclear 
is if this is a serious movement 
or if one day the MRAs will 
say “just kidding, it was all a 
joke,” and move on to the next 
annoying internet trend.

Standardized 
testing fails to 
differentiate

Standardized testing 
relevant in schools

Standardized tests such as 
SATs, ACTs, and OAKS are an 
important part of high school 
for students. Standardized tests 
can help students see their 
strengths and weaknesses. They 
provide students with conclusive 
results informing them on what 

subjects they 
as individuals 
need to work 
on. The scores 
can refl ect 
whether or not 
the specifi c 
student is 
falling behind 
and can help 
address the 
p r o b l e m 
instead of 
letting it go on. 
If the specifi c 

student is exceeding expectations 
it can notify teachers to give 
them extra challenges or put 
them in gifted programs. It also 
informs teachers which subject or 
specifi c areas of certain subjects 
they should focus more on and 
spend more time teaching to their 
students. 

Although these tests can put 
a lot of pressure and stress on 
students, it’s better to know what 
academic level they are at. 

Testing has nothing to do 
with the intelligence of the 
students. Rather than passing 
classes, your graduation depends 
on a single test. 

    It makes students feel dumb. 
It isn’t fair that a student can turn 

in everything, 
yet still get a bad 
grade, sometimes 
even fail a class, 
because that 
student failed, or 
did poorly on one 
test. 

It makes 
students overly 
stressed, and 
just adds to the 
diffi culties of 
being a high 

schooler. High is already hard 
enough without the added 
troubles of tests. The on-demand 
testing is extremely unfair for 
individuals who do not work well 
under pressure. Every student has 
a different way of learning, so 
why is everyone forced to test the 
same? 

    It’s not even the matter of 
being prepared for a test. 

 Let us say that an aban-
doned home becomes inhabited, 
and  it has been years and the 
owner of the home has not re-
claimed the property. With some 
requirements, it is completely 
legal. A trespasser can become 
an owner. Squatters do indeed 
have rights.
 In the state of Oregon, by 
openly taking, maintaining, and 
living on a property continuously 
for a period of 10 years, a person 
can be granted a valid title. Prop-
erly paying taxes for the home or 
property is also a requirement. 
 As long as a citizen is taking 
the necessary steps to possess 
property in a law abiding way, I 
do not see any injustice associ-
ated with squatters rights. An 
old home that has plainly hasn’t 
been lived in for years may as 
well get some use. 
 The idea of a squatter set-
ting up camp near by may seem 
unpleasant to many, but in some 
cases, it is legal. The problem is 
not necessarily the squatter, but 
the individual who abandons a 
home and purposely leaves it 
unattended. 

 But do not fear. If a family 
comes back from a month long 
vacation only to find a squatter 
in their home, the home would 
not automatically belong to the 
squatter. Squatters are most likely 
doing so illegally and are often 
evicted from homes. 
 Squatting as a form of pro-
testing has become popular in 
many places world wide. I am 
all for advocating for what you 
think is right, but I believe there 
are more legitimate and produc-
tive ways to protest. Squatting is 
usually an illegal act, and I don’t 
often see breaking the law as 
a sufficient way to call positive 
attention to a meaningful issue. 
Squatting can be seen as just 
loitering, hanging around a place 
you really should not be occupy-
ing in the first place. 
 While squatting does tend 
to have a negative connotation, 
there are exceptions to the rule. 
In certain situations it is com-
pletely legal and acceptable to 
inhabit an abandoned home. I 
find nothing wrong with this law 
as long as it is exercised properly 
and safely.

“The problem is 
not necessarily the 
squatter, but the
 individual who 
abandons a home...”

something such as making community college free 
would actually impact our society in so many positive 
ways.  Passing this bill could dramatically increase the 
number of Oregon adults who earn college degrees and 
credentials. Oregon’s Higher Education Coordinating 
Commission has come up with a “last dollar” plan to 
make free community college work in Oregon. They 
want to target more state fi nancial aid to the students 
with the greatest fi nancial needs and guarantee the 
full coverage only of tuition, not food, housing or 
textbooks. The total cost to attend community college 
in Oregon is estimated to be about $15,000 a year, 
including the cost of housing and food. 

Making community college free would also be a 
process with many complications. It would cost the 
state up to $10 million to $250 million to support free 
community college. Having free community college 
may sound a bit misleading but we have to be realistic 
and think of how spending all of this money could 
affect us. I don’t think making it totally free is a good 
idea. People work harder at something if they have to 
sacrifi ce for it. The state should really consider giving 
free community college to individuals who really 
want it and want to pursue a career and not just 
make it eligible to everyone because people could 
take advantage of it. 

KAREN
 HERNANDEZ

“Feminism 
doesn’t mean 
that women 
want to be 
the dominate 
gender...”

 President Barack Obama proposed to make 
community college free for two years which has 
caught the attention of the Oregon legislature and 

governor who are considering on 
passing the bill to make community 
college free. People who really want 
to seek education should be able to 
have the opportunity to go to school 
without cost or debt having to be the 
thing stopping them from pursuing 
that.

Making community college 
free for two years could benefi t 
many people. It is estimated that the 
program to make community college 
free would support nine million 
people each year. Having two years 
of free community college can 
earn someone an associates degree 

and can inspire a person to enroll into a university 
after their two years to continue their education or 
simply open doors into fi nding a well suited job. 
If this bill were to be passed we would have to 
depend on taxpayer money to support the program. 
Many people complain of how the government uses 
taxpayer money, but in using taxpayer money on 

“Standardized 
tests can help 
students see 
their strengths 
and 
weaknesses...”

MARINA 
VERCHERKINA

“..it makes 
students 
overly 
stressed...”

HOLLY 
HIBDON

“...the 
program....
would 
support nine 
million 
people each 
year”

ALINE 
ALVAREZ



 Poop. It’s disgusting. Nobody wants 
to smell it, see it, or eat it. It’s repulsive, but 
serves as a potent reminder of how things can 
change. From the most delicious food served 
on a silver platter, it turns into the nasty crap 
excreted into an ivory bowl. But really, who 
thinks about that? The main thought is the 
delightful fl avors—not the smelly aftermath.

 The same train of 
thought applies to rela-
tionships. Who goes into 
a relationship prepar-
ing themselves for the 
odd chance that things 
may go sour? We live 
in a world of contrived 
ideals, rejecting the fail-
ures, the pain, and the 
discontentments—all 
the “poop” in our lives 
in an attempt to saturate 
ourselves with “food.” 
 Life isn’t always hap-
py and beautiful, and it 

never will be. Behind every beautiful image 
is some disgusting aftermath. So why is it 
that we create impossible ideals regarding 
“the perfect marriage” or “the perfect career” 
and get upset when these things don’t turn 
out as “perfect” as expected? With two sides 
to every coin, everything will have its ups and 
downs; it’s unavoidable. That hot classmate 
(or teacher)? Not so hot in 20 years. That slimy 
half-developed embryo swimming in fl uid? 
Possibly very hot in 20 years. 
 As things change from delicious food to 
disgusting excrements, it can also change from 
disgusting excrements to soil and fertilizer, 
which is then absorbed by the plants to make 
the next round of delicious meals. Yum.
 This goes to show that nothing is really 
permanent. Everything is subject to change, 
given enough time. Enjoy the food, but realize 
where it has come from and to where it will go. 
It is that gross to discuss digestive processes at 
the dinner table when the discussion revolves 
around the other side of the food being served? 
 Besides, isn’t the disgust a matter of 
perception? Why is it that we fi nd it so utterly 
disgusting when it has no inherent difference 
from the things we fi nd so appealing?
 Not a millionaire yet? That might change 
(not saying it will—but it might). Currently a 
millionaire? Sorry, but that might change as 
well. There’s no guarantee in the future, which 
is a bit scary but also a bit optimistic. It gives 
the possibility of change, the idea that things 
don’t have to be the way they currently are, 
and even goes to show that things will have 
to change and change constantly. 
 So next time you fi nd yourself on the 
toilet, remember what that turd started as, and 
also all that it can become.
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Black History month assembly done wrong

Horoscopes entertaining, not accurate

The Highlander
Is change something 
to be viewed posi-
tively or negatively?  

“...but of course- 
I’m a Pisces so 
everything about 
my life must revolve 
around water!” 

“Good! Change is always going 
to happen throughout your life. 
If you don’t come to terms with 
change and instead spend all 
your time hating it, you’ll never 
really lead a happy life.” 

There is good and bad in every 
situation involving change. It is 
always hard to transition from one 
place in life to another, but there 
is always a lesson to be learned 
that comes with taking the next 
big step. I cannot say I have ever 
experienced change that has 
been solely positive or negative. 
Embrace the good and the bad.

Kennedy Bertelson
Portland, Oregon

Daniel Huynh 
Orange, California

Born to
Nguyen
Angela Nguyen

Hating interracial dating is dated

Lines drawn over racial shootings

“It turns 
into the 
nasty crap 
excreted 
into an ivory 
bowl... ” 

ANDREW 
NGUY

 In the 50’s and 60’s, interracial dat-
ing was something not to speak about, let 

alone do yourself, but 
nowadays its almost the 
opposite. 
 M a n y  p e o p l e 
are open to the idea 
of people of different 
races dating. In fact, 
most don’t even notice. 
But there are still some 
people, mostly adults, 
that give these couples 
dirty looks, and whisper 
under their breath.
 My boyfriend is 
half Vietnamese, and 
honestly, most people 
think he’s Hispanic. 

When people see us, most just walk right 
past, but sometimes people glare at us or 
say something to each other. I recently was 
at Starbucks and had this happen, even 
after my boyfriend left. I was standing 
there alone, and a couple and their teenage 
children continued to glare at me and watch 

me with what I can honestly describe as 
hate and disgust in their eyes. 
 I’d never had something to that extent 
happen, so it took me a second to realize 
what they were so angry with me about, 
and honestly, I have absolutely nothing 
to be ashamed of. Yes I’m white, yes my 
boyfriend isn’t, and honestly, I couldn’t 
care.
 Love is love. The color of someone’s 
skin or their sexuality is nothing they 
should have to hide, and is absolutely no-
body else’s business. If people want to date 
someone that isn’t exactly like them, the 
only people that should care is the couple 
themselves, because nobody else has any-
thing to do with their relationship. 
 Back when segregation was ending 
some people began to realize there’s no 
point in looking at someone in a different 
way because of their color, and most people 
felt really dumb once integration began. 
During that time period, if an African 
American male was with a white woman, 
he would be beaten or even killed. We can’t 
keep living in those sickening days. LOVE,  

that’s what the people that attacked others 
needed. That’s all their victims had; they 
weren’t with someone to smite the other or 
hurt someone in any way they loved their 
partner. They didn’t see the color of their 
skin; they just saw them.
 If we continue to live in times such as 
these, then the world will never be able to 
grow and advance because we’ll all be stuck 
in the past. Having racist people continu-
ing to teach their children means that these 
things will not end in a good way for the 
future of our world. 
 The hatred people have for certain 
groups should be kept to themselves so their 
children can choose if the way they treat 
someone is based on the color of their skin. 
 Interracial dating is nothing that should 
be receiving hate or judgement from others, 
At the end of the day, it’s nobody’s business. 
The people in these relationships don’t see 
the color of their skin. They see love and a 
great person that they want to spend time 
with. The only people that care are those 
taught nothing by their parents about loving 
someone for them, not for how they look.

  Browsing websites such as 
Tumblr, Twitter, and Facebook, 
I’m bound to fi nd photos or blocks 
of texts designed for each of the 
horoscope signs.  They can be 
based off a favorite series or a 
certain scenario (the signs when 
they’re in front of their crush!). 
 Although they are not always 
accurate, they are defi nitely fun 
to look at. It’s always a treat to 
compare with friends the different 
horoscope analogies for each, and 
a delight to go, “That is totally you!” 
 However, in all that is good, 
there is bad. The complete oppo-
site of those nice horoscopes are 
the negative ones you’d see fl oat-
ing around. “Things wrong with the 
signs,” for example, is a big one. 
It listed the most negative aspects 
of every sign to the point where it 
could apply to anyone as if they 
were just crude insults. It was 
pleasing to see that same post 
later on my dashboard on Tumblr, 

all of them replaced with a com-
ment about how such negativity 
shouldn’t be cared for and men-
tioned. 
 Not to mention, some of the 
signs are heavily overexagger-
ated. For example, Gemini and 
Scorpio are portrayed so nega-
tively, getting the worst or being 
shown as evil. And as a Pisces, 
it’s especially a treat to see my 
horoscope analogy almost about 
always related to water. 
 I am not a mermaid, I’m not 
one to care so much about the sea 
and the ocean, but of course- I’m 
a Pisces so everything about my 
life must revolves around water! 
  It honestly isn’t a big deal, 
that’s true. It’s all just fun and 
games, and surely they must be 
fun to do. But the point is that this 
should be enjoyable, and it should 
not be attacking people and who 
they are. Horoscope analogies 
are to be kept positive and funny. 

 A step in the right direction for racial equality was having the fi rst 
Black History Month assembly, yet it was taking one step forward and 
two steps back. 

    Instead of praising the likes of Frederick Dou-
glass, Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, 
Malcolm X, Rosa Parks and Barack Obama among 
others, the assembly centralized on the woes of 
Trayvon Martin and Eric Garner. An assembly 
targeting the evolution and not the predicament of 
black history would have been more appropriate. 
   After all, the precursor to Black History Month 
was Negro History Week, which was chosen to 
concur amidst the birthdays of president Abraham 
Lincoln and African-American social reformer, 
writer, and statesman Frederick Douglass. 
   The concept of having a Black History Month 
assembly was satisfying, though felt like receiving 
socks from your aunt for Christmas with your mom 
saying “it was the thought that counts.”
    The complication was that the assembly shouldn’t 

have felt like that. Instead of embracing the history of push for civil 
rights, it embraced the history of hip hop. The focal point was purely 
on entertainment for students, when it should have been on the ac-
complishments of black Americans. For a school already not meeting 
the state requirement on hours in the classroom, taking an hour out of 
the school day to see teachers and coaches perform African dances 
was not needed or benefi ciary. Students could have been using that 
time to learn about the African Americans who served as pioneers with 
their guidance in getting to where we are today in the stance for racial 
equality. 
 Black History Month has its fair share of critics. Actor Morgan 
Freeman said, “I don’t want a black history month. Black history is 
American history.” It is valuable and should be a prevalent part of 
celebrating tradition. If the choice is to celebrate the month with an 
assembly, it must be done right and the assembly on Feb. 27 was not. 

“Instead of 
embracing the 
history of push 
for civil rights, 
it embraced the 
history of hip 
hop.” 

DAVID 
VEENSTRA

Beauty is in 
your bowels 

Nguyen

“Yes I’m 
white, yes 
my boyfriend 
isn’t, and 
honestly, 
I couldn’t 
care.” 

ALEXIS 
BLASIER

 The level of violence involving police and black males  is con-
fusing. The thing is, I don’t know whether I am too naive to notice 

racism or if fellow Americans are just overre-
acting. 

    The shooting involving Michael Brown in 
Ferguson shows that Americans need to stop, 
self examine themselves, and then take a chill 
pill. It’s pretty obvious from the all the facts 
gathered, that the cop was doing the right 
thing, but then cases like Eric Garner shows 
that police brutality is alive, growing and often 
ignored until mass media takes a stab at it. 

      Obviously, not all Americans feel the same 
way about race equality. You know, who cares 
if we all came into this world needing help wip-
ing, eating, and general living. We shouldn’t 
put all cops into one iron barred cage. It’s like 
having a bad teacher freshman year and think-

ing all high school teachers are evil. 
 Are there some bad teachers? Are there some bad cops? Of 

course. However, what about the excellent teachers who push us, 
and tell us that we can be different and change the lives of not just 
our families but the world. Believe it or not there are good cops in 
America. Ones that actually will care about their citizens. Not all 
cops, are racists. Most cops chose that specifi c profession because 
they want to make their neighborhood a better and safer place. For 
all citizens, no matter what their skin color might be. They don’t 
think that they should become a cop to kill every black thug in 
America.
 On a side note, can we talk about how many black on black 
violence there is? The fact that people are open to talking about 
police violence, but so happy to ignore that these same cops are 
protecting them from each other. Absolute hypocrisy.
 Some White Americans also wonder if some Black Americans 
are using the “black card,” also known as the “race card,” to get 
away with crimes. As a young Black American, I fi nd that abso-
lutely crazy. Yet, the funny and also saddening thing is that some 
Black Americans do use the “black card.” It might be as a joke, or 
they might actually believe that a certain police offi cer is beating 
and arresting them because they are black. 

“As a young 
Black 
American, 
I fi nd that 
absolutely 
crazy.”

HIBO 
ABTIDON
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‘Line’: credibly unpleasant

REEL
LIVES

Death in Kyoto

CAMEREN LEE 

“The personal tragedy 
makes it unforgettable.”

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“High School 
Musical. I 
thought that 
was how it 
would actually 
be.” 

-Senior
Audrey Sayler

What is your 
favorite high 
school fi lm?

“No One 
Would Tell. 
It raises 
awareness of 
reality.”

- Freshman
Emily Wright

“Mean Girls. I 
love Tina Fey 
and the fantas-
tic cast. ” 

- Junior
Kennedy 
Bertelson

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“What a rotten fi lm. 
All we meet are 
crazy people.” 

•Unabashedly 
political satire of 
late-60s France

•Contains cinema’s 
greatest traffi c jam

•My favorite fi lm of
the 1960s

•Look over there!
->

February’s Answer:
“Monty Python and the Holy Grail”

(1975)

the

“Scott Pilgrim 
vs. The World. 
It’s funny.”

- Junior
Spring Graber

 Spec Ops: The Line, released 
in 2012, eschews the presumption 
that video games can only succeed 
as entertainment, and works in 
a plot that will challenge the 
morality and ideals of viewers and 
players alike.

The story starts 
off with the 
United Arab 
Emirates being 
hit by a series of 
record-breaking 
sandstorms, in 
which Dubai is 
most severely 
affected. UAE 
politicians hid 
the severity of 
the events to 

the public before evacuating in 
secret, leaving behind both native 
Emirates and foreigners. Six 
months later, the US decides to 
send a Delta Force squad to recon 
the metropolis. Heading this unit 
is protagonist Captain Martin 
Walker, who the player takes 

through a brutal deconstruction of 
war shooters (and their cinematic 
counterparts). It’s is a brutal 
deconstruction of war in games 
and movies. Motifs and themes 
parallel Heart of Darkness, and 
action sequences show clear debt 
to Apocalypse Now. It’s also worth 
mentioning that The Line has four 
possible endings.
 Marketing painted the game 
as a generic cover-based shooting 
with an original but throwaway 
plot. In truth, the plot is its saving 
grace, for the game has nothing 
to offer that isn’t related to that. 
The soundtrack is unmemorable, 
the sand tires the eyes, and there 
is very little gameplay variety. 
The uninspired, by-the-numbers 
shooting takes up most of the 
game. 
 However, this goes hand-
in-hand with the story’s visceral 
presentation, and there are a few 
gameplay mechanics that refl ect 
its intended effects. Bullets 
feel like they have real impact, 

with abundant gore splatter 
and decapitating headshots. 
Sometimes, instead of immediate 
death, those you’ve shot will 
stagger around or helplessly 
crawl as they slowly pass; The 
Line is gracious (and morally 
sophisticated) enough to include 
a mercy-kill mechanic. Also, the 
effects of the mission on the squad 
are gradually made apparent, and 
take a toll on Captain Walker’s 
state of mind. In terms of game 
design, The Line is at its most 
innovative when it refl ects his 
deterioration.
 In short, Spec Ops: The Line is 
not a great game, but it has a very 
good story. Despite its problems, 
aspects of the gameplay help the 
plot to deliver a unique narrative 
only possible in the medium of 
video games, which also has a 
unique suitability, by way of its 
interactive form, to such a morally 
grounded deconstruction of the 
military shooter. It only took the 
industry a couple decades.

Destiny has surpassed all of my expectations 
for Bungie, and is already my all-time favorite 

game, but Bungie needs to add 
some features.

Destiny is set in the future 
where a mystical being called 
the Traveler came to the solar 
system and gave life to many 
planetary bodies by giving them 
natural resources. The Darkness, 
the Traveler ’s  natural  enemy, 
came and destroyed the Traveler 
and  took  over  Ear th  and  the 
surrounding planets. The Darkness 
destroyed most of humanity. Only 

one city remains, protected by the Guardians. The 
player, one of these Guardians, travels among 
the planets and stops the various embodiments 
of the Darkness. 

I must note that this is not a rehashed Halo. 
Destiny  has numerous components that not 
only differentiate it from Bungie’s definitive 
franchise, but rise it above. The ability to travel 
to other planets on your spaceship to fight 

enemies is something gamers haven’t really seen 
in this kind of detail, and a. Various missions 
and modes can provide many hours of immersive 
gameplay. Bungie has merged the best traits of 
both Halo and Skyrim to make one of the best 
games of 2014, and of the past decade.

With all of this being said, there are a few 
flaws with the game itself. There is a major lack 
of story that should be addressed, and this is a 
major part of the game that Bungie could easily 
fix with another expansion. What is the point of 
earning achievements called Grimoire Cards if I 
can’t view them in-game without going online? 
The only other problem I see is a relative lack 
of game modes to choose from. This may seem 
to contradict my earlier praise, but when there 
are only three playable modes (Strike, Raid, 
and the Crucible), I can easily understand why 
gamers may easily tire of Destiny, and am myself 
underwhelmed.Just one or two extra modes would 
fix this and take this game to the next level, but 
griping aside, it’s a new game in two respects (a 
new IP and a fresh alternative to the generic FPS 
form), and for that I am greatly thankful.

‘Destiny’ great; could be greater

Kagemusha, that  underrated 
classic, is opaque yet devastating.

In 1570s Japan, a never-named 
thief is saved from execution by the 
brother of warlord Takeda Shingen for 
his uncanny resemblance. Thief rebels 
until Shingen gets offed by a sniper, 
after which the poor sap reveres him. 
Shingen’s dying wish is that the Takeda 
clan not report his death and have the 
thief impersonate him (the fi lm’s name 
is a Japanese term for such political 
decoys). No one (besides about 15 
generals and guards) knows when Thief 
fi lls in, and he even convinces Shingen’s 
grandson. Shingen’s horse, meanwhile, 
sees through him from the start. 

At this point, one might expect Thief 
to undergo a Michael Corleone transfor-
mation, but this fi lm shows sophistication 
by eschewing this trope. Instead, he 
disappears so much into Shingen that, 
one day, he rides that horse—and is 
thrown off. Scarless, and therefore ex-
posed, the samurai drive him out. (The 
brutal class divide of the time must not be 
overlooked.) Thief has lost all sense of 
self and purpose, and not in the positive 
“ego death” sense. He loves the Takeda, 
and follows them to their grave.

Now in control, Shingen’s reck-
less son leads an attack on Kyoto, 
where everyone is gunned down by 
matchlock rifle. (The film deserves 
credit for emphasizing the horses’ pain.) 
Our witness to the horror (a symbol of 
modern warfare), watching from the 
weeds, picks up a lance and charges...to 
receive three shots. Bleeding profusely, 
Thief reaches the river, where he sees 
the Takeda banner. He walks towards 
it, as if it will fi nally accept him. But he 
dies before he makes it, and the current 
fl oats him away.

There are three layers to this fi nal 
shot. On the historical level, this sig-
nals the demise of feudal Japan, and 
religiously, it emphasizes the Buddhist 
tenet of man’s ultimate alienation from 
the material world; no clan lasts forever. 
But the personal tragedy makes it un-
forgettable. Thief was spared from the 
crucifi x by a group on the other side of 
the class divide. This group used him 
for their interests, and he was willing; he 
loved them!  But when he expended his 
usefulness, they threw him out like an 
orange peel. And so, as they laid dying 
on the fi eld, Thief made the ultimate 
display of martyrdom: unappreciated 
sacrifi ce. For by the time he was shot, 
the Takeda clan was gone.

COMING
 PORTLAND
RETURNS

NEXT MONTH

to

“Bungie 
needs to 
add some 
features.”

ISAIAH
MORTENSEN

“The plot is 
its saving 
grace.”

CHI
LI YO, READER!

For all my bitter tendencies on any-
thing concerning high school, I can 
be as sentimental as anyone’s weepy, 
drunk uncle. Thus, I’ve ditched the 
usual events section in this spirit to 
formally announce that this is my last 
stand as Entertainment editor. 

I took the job on the condition that I 
could write every column on a fi lm 
older than me. I’m sorry if I alienated 
anyone with this decision, but you 
see, I misappropriated this page as 
a conduit for self-expression. For 
so many years, I had only my teddy 
bear, Stewie Dedalus (a dual allusion 
to James Joyce and Family Guy), to 
talk to about dead foreign fi lmmakers. 
To those who may ask why I used the 
student newspaper for such selfi sh 
ends, I would have just talked to my 
peers, but starting in seventh grade, 
everyone began glaring at me like I 
had just walked out of a Francis Bacon 
painting. (Specifi cally, Triptych May-
June 1973.) My family always said that 
they’d be “pumping my gas some-
day”, but they’ve always been wrong 
about everything that doesn’t involve 
Led Zeppelin, and even there, things 
get shaky after Physical Graffi ti.

During one of my existential crises 
(they just keep coming), I realized that 
they had very good reasons to hold 
such feelings, and would likely loathe 
me to their dying breath—unless I 
redeemed myself. Think about it; both 
Judas and Peter let Jesus down, but 
everybody loves Peter because he 
came back around. I wanted to be 
loved, fat gut, Asperger’s, and all. 

Even though my peers’ revulsion 
probably grew as I bored my dirty 
thorn deeper into the wound of the 
Highlander, I had my readers. A poorly 
medicated but amiable schizophrenic 
emailed me a few months in to tell me 
that he’d been translating my work for 
the dead using an Ouija board. Last 
June, a Turkish time traveller (who 
was also a Nigerian prince) claimed 
to have all my favorite fi lmmakers 
trapped inside his TARDIS; I respect-
fully declined, but consulted the two 
friends of mine deepest in Doctor 
Who fandom about which authorities 
to contact.

Mr. Rivas, ever savvy on “target 
demographics”, called a veteran of 
the Russian mafia to pressure me 
into reviewing The Fault In Our Stars, 
but that backfi red; after a nuanced, 
stimulating discussion on The Master 
and Margarita, I won my biggest fan. 
He even brought my work to his old 
friends, but they got the wrong idea 
about Rivas (a sweet guy at heart 
please don’t sue me) and shipped a 
dead stallion to his home. The horse’s 
name was Chocolate Geraldine.

Maybe I should have joined Yearbook, 
since you’ll actually look at that after 
you graduate. But do not pity me. 
I have resigned to my fate as the 
part of your high school experience 
that you either overlooked or subse-
quently buried in self-therapy, and if 
I’m not too busy dying over the next 
half-dozen decades, I might show up 
at a couple reunions. Look for me 
lingering near the punch bowl with 
Stewie, like a wet fart nobody wants 
to acknowledge.

Oh, and the answer this month is 
Weekend (1967).
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Spring 

Went to Rockaway and the Tillamook Cheese Factory with 

my boyfriend. Had an awesome day and got to look in tide 

pools.    - Senior Alexis Blasier 

       

Went to Lincoln City and stayed in a lake house 
at Devil’s Lake. Had a great time with family and 
friends exploring the beaches.   
   -Junior Belle Smith

his spring break, I went on an 
educational tour to Paris, France 
and London, England. It was an 
amazing experience, and Iʻm 
so glad that I had the opportu-
nity to go. We had four days in 
Paris, and it was jam-packed 
full of exciting things. We were 

able to visit the Sacre Coeur church, spend a day at the Palace 
of Versailles, saw Notre Dame Cathedral, the Louvre, Arc de 
Triomphe, the Eiffel Tower, and Champs-Elysee Avenue where 
we shopped, and we ate at a great deal of delicious restaurants. 
All the food we had was scrumptious, but the weird thing was 
that they hardly served us any vegetables! We got some form 
of meat, potatoes, and bread every dinner. During our stay in 
Paris, we rode on their Metro a lot. The Metro is like the MAX 
train, but faster. Their buildings are covered in art and sculp-
ture, and even the ceilings of their museums are painted with 
masterpieces. After four days in Paris, we took the Eurostar 
train to London. The Eurostar is one of those bullet trains that 
goes on average 200 miles per hour, and it also goes through the 
“chunnel”, a train tunnel that goes under the English Channel. 
We arrived in London near Kings Cross Station, of Harry Potter 
fame, and took pictures at Platform 9 and 3/4. We went on a 
bus tour of the city and got to see sights such as Buckingham 
Palace, Westminster Abbey, Big Ben and the Parliament Building, 
Tower Bridge, and Hyde Park. London is quite interesting because 
it is a mix between old and new buildings. A few old buildings 
survived the bombings London faced in World War II, and they 
are always building new things because of their good economy. 
On our last day in London, we went to the Tower of London and 
the London Eye. The Tower of London is where the Crown Jewels 
are kept and where royal prisoners were detained and executed, 
historically. It is most famous for being the execution and burial 
place of people like Queen Anne Boleyn (married to Henry VIII) 
and Guy Fawkes. We had a tour with one of their “Beefeat-
ers” and it made the history really come alive. I would strongly 
recommend that students travel internationally if they can. It 
really broadens your horizons and makes you think differently 
of the world. It s̒ absolutely wonderful. 
-Senior Larissa Schuermyer

his spring break, I went on an 
educational tour to Paris, France 
and London, England. It was an 
amazing experience, and Iʻm 
so glad that I had the opportu-
nity to go. We had four days in 
Paris, and it was jam-packed 
full of exciting things. We were 

able to visit the Sacre Coeur church, spend a day at the Palace 
of Versailles, saw Notre Dame Cathedral, the Louvre, Arc de 
Triomphe, the Eiffel Tower, and Champs-Elysee Avenue where 
we shopped, and we ate at a great deal of delicious restaurants. 
All the food we had was scrumptious, but the weird thing was 
that they hardly served us any vegetables! We got some form 
of meat, potatoes, and bread every dinner. During our stay in 
Paris, we rode on their Metro a lot. The Metro is like the MAX 
train, but faster. Their buildings are covered in art and sculp-
ture, and even the ceilings of their museums are painted with 
masterpieces. After four days in Paris, we took the Eurostar 

goes on average 200 miles per hour, and it also goes through the 

We arrived in London near Kings Cross Station, of Harry Potter 
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Disneyland was so much fun! It sucked that a lot of rides were closed for repairs. But we went on the Grizzly river run 4 times in one day just to see who could get the wettest! 
-Senior Eva Wong

Went fishing with my brother. He caught 
something and even though I didn’t I still 
had fun.  
  -Senior James Crawford
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First time at Kah-Nee-Ta! Wasn’t my favorite resort, 

but defi nitely went with my favorite people. 

   -Senior Ashley Carlberg

2015

Went fishing with my brother. He caught 
something and even though I didn’t I still 
had fun.  
  -Senior James Crawford

First time at Kah-Nee-Ta! Wasn’t my favorite resort, 

but defi nitely went with my favorite people. 

   -Senior Ashley Carlberg

2015Break

Disneyland was so much 
Disneyland was so much fun! It sucked that a lot 
fun! It sucked that a lot of rides were closed for 
of rides were closed for repairs. But we went on 
repairs. But we went on the Grizzly river run 4 
the Grizzly river run 4 times in one day just to 
times in one day just to see who could get see who could get the wettest! the wettest! 

-Senior Eva Wong-Senior Eva Wong



Wrestling fi nished season second in state

BELLE SMITH
staff reporter
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ATHLETES 
OF THE
MONTH

FEBRUARY

Junior Jamerz Magomadov and senior Brandin Colley partnered up 
during an after-school practice.              Photo by Hibo Abtidon

HIBO ABTIDON
staff reporter 

Senior Connor Dejeu practices his butterfl y stroke after school in the David 
Douglas Aquatics Center.      Photo by Andrew Nguy

ELLI SIMOTAS

Girls’ golf third at Stone Creek

Using fame and popularity for good

Boys’ swimming attended State
MARINA VERCHERKINA & 

ALINE ALVAREZ
staff reporters

    

FRYER

ODIGHIZUWA

Back To 
The Rose
Garden

“The Atlanta 
Hawks have set 
a great example 

for other athletic 
programs...”

CHA

BEAL

CHERRY

Douglas 
to have 
a bowl

 Scots finished 2nd as a 
team in the State Wrestling 
Championships on Saturday, 
Feb. 28 at the Memorial 
Coliseum. 
 First place winners were 
106 pound freshman Anthony 
Cha, 113 pound freshman Kyle 
Beal, and 285 pound junior Osa 
Odighizuwa. They also had 9 
other state qualifiers. 
 “It was definitely a rough 
start, but we pulled through as 
a team and bonded as a family,” 
said Mollinari. “I couldn’t have 
been more honored to be apart 
of the team and let alone team 
captain. I was even temporarily 
paralyzed before even the first 
and my teammates supported 
me the whole time. I still went 
practice every single day, 
and that showed when I came 
back.” 
 “It’s amazing,” Cha stated 
to OregonLive. “I brought my 
‘A’ game. I just attacked, [and] 
attacked. He’s one of the best 
opponents I’ve faced.”
 Second place went to 120 

pound senior 
Andrew Curry. 
170 pound 
senior Brandin 
Colley placed 
f o u r t h . 
132 pound 
s o p h o m o r e 
N a d a r i 
S h a b a n o v 
placed fifth 
and 152 
junior Tristin 
Mollinari also 
placed fifth with 
a torn ACL. 

 The team has 
had a pretty 

successful season. They have 
won 23 out 28 of their duals and 
tournaments. They were Geister 
Tournament Champions, 
Newberg Tournament 
Champions, and placed third 
in Oregon Wrestling Classics 
as a team. They were also Dual 
Meet and District Tournament 
Champions. 
 Coach of the Year was 
given to Ron Holyoak, his third 
consecutive year. Outstanding 
Wrestler of the Year was given 
to Odighizuwa.  

COMPILED AND WRITTEN 
BY ISAIAH MORTENSEN

sports editor

 
D a v i d 
D o u g l a s 
d i s t r i c t 
has been 
invited to 
a special 
b o w l i n g 

event that is hosted by AMF 
20th Century Lanes.
 The event will be held 
on April 11 from 9:15 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. The event is 
for bowlers ages 4 to 20. The 
price for the event is $10.00 
for three games, including 
shoe and other equipment. 
 There is a league style 
bowling event available 
for teams of three. Bumper 
bowling will also be avail-
able for kids under seven. 
 AMF is holding the 
event for students who are 
interested in the sport and 
information on joining a 
league
 Coach Williams can 
provide more information at 
503-360-3070. 
 

 On April 7, the Atlanta Hawks 
NBA team signed Lake Bozman to 
their team. Remarkably, Bozman 
is an eight-year-old boy from 
Kennesaw, Ga. The boy suffers 
from Acute Myeloid Leukemia, 
a cancer of the blood and bone 
marrow. It was his dream for his 
name to be on an NBA roster, 
and with the help of Hawks CEO 
Steve Koonin and coach Mike 
Budenholzer, his dream was 
fulfi lled for one day. 
 Bozman was chosen as one 
of 14 children, by The Bert Show 
radio program, to attend a free trip 
to Walk Disney World. However, 
Bozman fell ill and was not able 
to attend the trip. Instead, the boy 
received courtside seats to the 
Hawks vs Suns game, a pregame 
locker room visit, and was able to 
participate shooting with the team 
prior to the game.
 After reading this story, I felt 

very touched. It’s comforting 
knowing that the leaders of such a 
public and well-known team used 
their fame and popularity for such 
a meaningful thing. It reminded me 
greatly of our own Sparrow Club 
here at David Douglas, where 
students and staff raise money 
for a sick, local child. The effort 
put forth to bring happiness to a 
child’s life is priceless, especially 
when they are going through an 
chronic illness- something no one 
should have to face. 
 The Atlanta Hawks have set 
a great example for other athletic 
programs, encouraging them 
to step up and help kids, who in 
reality, might not have bright, or 
even long future ahead of them. 
This was a very inspiration act 
coming from the Atlanta Hawks, 
and, I hope this inspires others 
in the sports industry to do the 
same.

The girls’ golf team putted into 
third during the fi rst week of the 
season, and fourth during the second 
week at Stone Creek Golf Course. 

The team this year consists of 
10 girls. The freshmen aåre Wynnie 
Chen, Calli McManus, and Taryn 
Stauning. Sophomores are Jeanie 
Chen and Kyrie Howarth. Juniors 
are Emma Chapman and Toni 
Cherry. Seniors are Tessa Meyer, 
Shelby Oberman, and Celina Vidos.

“Each week the top fi ve 
players are considered varsity and 
the remaining girls play junior 

varsity matches, 
which consists of 
nine holes,” said 
girls golf coach 
Tim Hurley. 
“Varsity players 
play 18 hole 
matches every 
week.”

In early May, the girls will be 
attending the district tournament 
at Glendoveer Golf Course. This 
tournament will be held over the 
course of two days. 

“My number one player is 
Toni Cherry,” said Hurley. “Toni 
qualifi ed for the state tournament 
last year as a sophomore.”

The boys’ swim team fi nished 
its season attending state Feb. 
20-21 and placing fourth overall 
at the MHCC district meet Feb. 
14-15. 

“By far the best meet was 
district, where junior Izaya 
Owotor and freshman Phuc Tran 
did the best swims”, said coach 
James Bowe.

Throughout the season the 
team competed against Barlow, 
Centennial, Central Catholic, and 
Reynolds in dual matches. Overall 

they had a tough time in dual 
meets but they were happy with 
the results. At the Barlow meet 
Tran won the 500m Freestyle. 
Sophomore Raymond Pham 
won the 200m IM. Owotor 
won both the 50m freestyle 
and the 100m freestyle. Junior 
Cameron Knopf won the 100m 
breaststroke. The team also won 
the 200m medley relay.
 Pham placed fi fth for the 
100 yard backstroke in the 
district meet and his time for 
this event qualifi ed him to go 
to state. The team accomplished 
one win and one tie in the OSAA 
state competition. 
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Tams place seventh at State

Basketball run cut short by questionable call

ANCA MATICA
news reporter

L-R: senior Mandy Storm, senior Clarisse Catungal, sophomore Irene Reyes, junior Belle Smith, sophomore Lupita Inzunza, sophomore Olivia 
Dennis. The team scored a total of 78.4 points at the state competition.                          Photo courtesy of Patrick Smith

RIKKA GUSTEY
staff reporter

Golf places third at tourney

Junior guard John Morris is about to make a move on a Milwaukee defender. The boys made it to the 
second round where they lost to Lakeridge by just one point.                     Photo by  Andrew Nguy

ALEXIS BLASIER
features editor

Baseball 
struggling,
below .500

ALEXIS BLASIER
features editor

The boys’ basketball season ended in the 
second round against Lakeridge in a 1-point 
defeat on a controversial 3-point call, ending 
their season 21-5, ranking them 2nd in MHC 
and OSAA 6th in state. 

Junior 6-foot-1 guard Charles Jones was 
awarded 1st team All-League in the Mt. Hood 
Conference and Mt. Hood Conference’s Play-
er of the Year. Senior 6-foot-3 wing Dwight 
Dew was second team All-League. Senior 
6-foot-1 wing Hunter Davis was honorably 
mentioned. 

“It was an exciting season,” said coach 
Chad Reeves. “We had a fun group of primar-
ily seniors who set some high goals for them-
selves. We played hard this season. Looking 
back, we don’t regret anything. One or two 
calls don’t make a game. We had plenty of 
opportunities to make shots and we didn’t act 
on it.”

The team consisted primarily of seniors. 
Next year there will be a significant roster 

change. 
“It feels good to be 

a part of one of the best 
teams to ever play for Da-
vid Douglas,” said junior 
5-foot-8 guard John Mor-
ris. “Although it was cut 
short, it was fun. Next year 
will be legendary.”

Despite their short 
time together, the boys 
had a connection on the 
court not seen in years. 
They communicated well 
and knew their teammates’ 
moves before they hap-
pened.

“It was a great season 
with a great group of guys who were all de-
voted towards the same goal,” said Davis. 
“The guys really are like family and it was 
a season none of us will ever forget. We suf-
fered a heart breaker to end the year, but it 
doesn’t change the brotherhood we have cre-
ated.”

DEW

JACKSON

 At Arrowhead Golf Club there was an MHC Tournament host-
ed by Clackamas and DD placed 3rd overall as a team.  
 Senior Joey Baker shot 77 and placed solo 3rd individually, 
placing above every MHC golfer except two.  He shot a front nine 
39 and back nine 38.  Senior Patrick Aguirre came in with a solid 
score of 87 and for a 12th place overall. Darrion Sansom, Jamie 
Belmont, and Dylan Lindholm round out the varsity squad.

 Final team scores were: Central Catholic 318, 
Clackamas 320, David Douglas 352, Barlow 364, 
Oregon City 374, Centennial 374, and Reynolds 
430.
 “The boys have worked really hard on their skills 
since tryouts and were really focused coming into 
this tournament,” said coach Tyler Satterthwaite. 
“I’m hoping that focus continues to propel us 
throughout the regular season and into the Re-

gional Tournament”.

The Tams dance team showed their 
way to seventh place in the Dance and 
Drill state competition. 

The Tams dance was titled “Meant to 
Be,” and had a mix between jazz and con-
temporary dance styles. The song Tams 
used was the 2011 “Meant” by Elizaveta. 
During a meeting where possible dance 
themes were discussed, the coaches 
heard the song and decided to use it for 
the state routine. The routine consisted of 
a lot of technical elements, such as chal-
lenging lifts and turn combinations. 

Tams spent over three months learn-
ing and refining their state routine, 
though they began competitions in late 
January. 

The Tams coaching staff consists 
of Kristina Newcomb, who is the head 
coach, and Megan Little, Gail Rigdon-
Hoskins, Danielle Cox, and Elaine Little, 
who are coaching assistants. Tams team 
captains are junior Belle Smith and soph-
omore Irene Reyes. Tams scored a total 
of 78.4 in state. At the sendoff, senior 
Clarisse Catungal received an academic 
acknowledgement, for having above a 
3.75 GPA and exceptional leadership 
skills. 

At the end of the competition, all the 
dance teams that perform join together in 
one dance, and cover the entire floor of 
the auditorium.

“State was such a memorable expe-
rience that I’ll treasure forever.” Said 
Reyes. “Throughout the season you get to 
know the team and become friends, but at 
state--you become family. We went into 
state with a fifth place trophy, beating 
some teams who always place, we knew 
we had to give 110 percent...and we did! 
We killed it and even ran off the dance 
floor with tears of joy. As we hugged 
each other and screamed with happiness, 
we know we did better than our best.”

BAKER

  Boys’ baseball 
has played nine 
games so far and 
has won four of 
them leaving them 
with a record of 
4-5 heading into 
April. This sea-
sons team is made 
up of primarily 
seniors, consist-
ing of outfielder 
Ross Wilson, in-
fielder and out-

fielder Jacob Westover, shortstop 
Cole Younger, third baseman 
Sean Moore. centerrfielder Wil-
laim Macias, among others. All 
seniors are returning players. 
Juniors such as outfielder Micah 
Sherman and a single sophomore 
make up the rest of the team. 
 The home game scheduled 
for April 3, with Hermiston as the 
visiting team, was faced with a 
cancellation due to rain and mud 
puddles forming on the field. 
 The season started off with 
a two game losing streak against 
Sunset and the Dalles followed 
by two wins against Canby and 
Glencoe. Their was then a lost to 
West Albany a win against Cen-
tury and then another two losses 
against Southridge and Forest 
Grove, but they came back with a 
win against Oregon CIty. 
 The team faced Oregon City 
at home on Wednesday April 8 
and is facing Centennial at home 
at 5 p.m. tonight. 
 

SHERMAN

MOORE
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Track and Field victorious against Canby

Softball suffers loss to Crimson Tide

ANGELA NGUYEN
opinions editor

HOLLY HIBDON
staff reporter

CHI LI
staff reporter

SARAH BRADBURY AND DAVID VEENSTRA
opinions editor and sports editor

After school practice in the new David Douglas Aquatics Center helped the girls onto a sucessful season, winning their      
seventh straight distict title and finishing tenth in state.                      Photo by Andrew Nguy

Freshman pitcher Courtney Moore throws during an afternoon practice at North Powellhurst. The girls  were 
on a three-game winning streak before losing at St. Helens, which began a three-game losing streak.                
                                             Photo by Chi Li

 Girls’ swimming season was 
noteworthy, finishing tenth in 
state and taking home their     
seventh straight district title 
while finishing the regular    sea-
son undefeated.
 In the district meet, the girls 
put multiple swimmers into 7 
of the 8 finals, highlighted by  
50-points in the 100-yard free-
style where they filled three of 
the top five spots at Mt. Hood 
Community College. Junior 
Elizabeth Fryer won both the 
200 free (1:57.33) and 500 free 
(5:11.01). Sophomore Fernan-
da Rodriguez won the 100 and 

200 meter Breaststroke, setting a 100 Breast-
stroke record time of 1:05.55 in the process.               
Additionally, Rodriguez finished top ten in 
the 50 and 100 meter freestyle. David Douglas 
scored 369 points and Clackamas, the second 
place school, only scored 300. 
 In the state meet, Fryer placed eighth in the 
200 meter and sixth 500 meter freestyle, while 
Rodriguez placed tenth in the 100 meter free-
style and fourth in the 100 meter breaststroke, 
where she had a time of 1:05.77. 

Girls’ swimming finishes seventh in state

Boys’         
tennis routes    
Reynolds

FRYER

RODRIGUEZ

The David Douglas boys’ 
tennis team won against the 
Reynolds Raiders with a final 
score of 7-1 at their home 
game on April 2. 

“We the boys’ tennis team 
gave out lots of free bagels 
and bread sticks that day,” said 
junior Phuoc Tran. A bagel 
equals no games lost in a set 
and a breadstick equals one 
game lost in a set. 

Despite the rain leading 
to cancelled matches and the 
Scots’ loss against Clackamas 
High School at a final score 
of 3-5, the new boys’ varsity 
tennis team for the year was 
able to bounce back with their 
victory against Reynolds High 
School. There were a total of 
three winning single positions 
and four winning double 
positions. 

Senior An Tran won 6-0,  
6-4, sophomore Chris Boyer 
won 6-1, 6-2, and sophomore 
David Veenstra won 6-0, 6-0 
for the singles matches. For 
the doubles matches, junior 
Baoheng Duong and senior 
Frankie Cao won 6-1, 6-1, 
seniors Hunter Davis and 
Kevin Pham won 6-2, 6-3, 
seniors O’shae Harris and Toni 
Hrvic won  6-1, 6-0 and finally, 
juniors Phuoc Tran and Quan 
Tran won 6-0, 6-1. 

The Scots additionally 
have upcoming matches 
where they are at home to 
Central Catholic on April 14, 
at Clackamas on April 16 and 
are home to Oregon City on 
April 21.

Before the Scots were victorious at their meet against Canby 
at David Douglas on Thursday, March 19, they particaped at a Lake 
Oswego Invite on April 3.

Meet champions included junior Kennedy Allen in the 3000m, 
freshman Savannah Proske in girls’ high jump, freshman Hassan 
Ibrahim in boys’ 1500m and senior Mikyla Gay in Girls 100m. Second 
place finishers included sophomore Juan Magana in the boys’ 100m, 
Gay in the girls’ 200m, junior Andrey Gamza in the boys’ 110m High 
Hurdles, senior Vadim Verbelchuck in boys’ discus, senior Kashta 
Andrade-Booker in the Boys’ high jump, senior Shakur Gross in boys’ 
long jump, sophomore Destiny Gross in girls’ long jump and the boys 
4x400m relay team cconsisting of S. Gross, senior Tommy Ngo, junior 
Pavel Opanasyuk and senior Kinglsey Armah placed second.

Against Canby, the highest overall score was achieved by the 
boys’ team, who earned 87 points during their meet. Senior Josh 

Kellebrew placed first in the 400m dash in 48.93 
seconds. The 110m hurdles was also placed first by 
S. Gross, who also placed first in the 300m hurdles 
and long jump. Verbelchuk placed first in discus and 
javelin events. Junior Brian Romero also earned first 
place in high jump, as well as Gamza in triple jump. 

Senior Connor Riggs also won the 200m dash, 
and Ngo in the 400m dash. Freshman Jaydin Proctor 
won the 110m hurdles event. Sophomore Jose 
Arroyo- Hernandez earned first place in discus, and 
Opanasyuk won the high jump event. 

The girls received first place in the 400m dash 
by sophomore Megan Getman, and by Allen in the 
800m and 1500m race. Senior Anahi Segovia and 
junior Kennedy Engelgau earned first place in the 
discus and javelin events. Proske and freshman Alex 
Roley also placed first in the high jump and long jump 
events. 

 Disastrous last-inning errors 
leading to a four-run surge by 
Glencoe, and the inability to deal 
with the Crimson Tide’s relief 
pitcher cost the Scots a 6-3 game.
 In the bottom of the first, se-
nior outfielder TJ Rucker scored a 
run after an error by Glencoe al-
lowed her to steal both third base 
and home, putting the score at 1-0. 
It would take Glencoe until the top 
of the fourth to counter, tying the 
game. Both teams scored a run in 
the fifth inning, tying the game 
again at 2-2. 
 In the top of the final inning, 
Glencoe’s first batter hit a dou-
ble, later a bunt attempt to drive 
the runner to third led to Glencoe 
scoring a run after a wild throw. 
Glencoe then scored a three-run 
homer to end their half of the in-
ning. The Scots would be unable 
to score enough runs to match the 
sudden Glencoe hitting, ending the 
game 6-3.
 The team’s current  record is 3-6.                                                 

IBRAHIM

ALLEN
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Girls’ tennis fi ghts hard against Reynolds

Cheer traveled to Anaheim, 
California for the 2015 Spirit Na-
tional Competition on March 20-22 
with 13 other cheer teams from 
Oregon.

The weekend started with the 
stunt group competition. Senior Eva 
Wong’s stunt group also consisting 
of seniors Brooklyn Kuhn, Samara 
Lapierre, and Kayla Mathews, and 
junior Toni Cheri, placed 8th. Junior 
Abby Schmuckley’s group also 
consisting of seniors Marnasha 
Fowlkes and Amber Penner, junior 
Annmarie Nguyen, and sophomore 
Destiny Gross, placed 9th. The team 
missed fi nals and a trophy by less 
than a point. 

“As for our team competition, it 
didn’t go as planned,” stated coach 
Amber Cowgill. “We started off 
strong but in the opening tumbling 

Cheer represents Douglas at Nationals

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
sports editor

Senior Camille Ramirez practiced for her meet against Oregon City on Mar 19. The girls’ tennis 
team next plays Central Catholic on April 14     Photo by Andrew Nguy

Girls’ basketball completes season
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 The girls’ basketball team 
won 2 games this season and end-
ed their season with a overall sea-
son record of 2-22 and a league 
record of 0-14.
  The season started with the 
Sandy Tournament at Sandy high 
school. The girls played against 
Crescent Valley, which they lost 
37-55, and they lost to Jefferson, 
47-51. After a loss at Benson, the 
Scots had their fi rst win against 
Jefferson, The close game end-
ed 53-50.  Their next game was 
against Roosevelt, losing 28-53
 After a close win against 
Sprague, The girls took their 
games to the road against Wood-
burn, Parkrose and Lakeridge. 
The girls lost each game. 
 Their league season started at 
home with a lost against Barlow, 
28-64. They faced Barlow at 
home later in the season and lost 
25-35. The girls next opponent 
was rival Central Catholic, they 
fought hard but lost, 37-58. They 
played the Rams at their home 

later in the sea-
son and lost 22-
66. 
 The girls lost 
a close loss to 
Reynolds, 52-57 
in double over-
time
 “They did 

great,” said coach Kristinya Birch 
concerning the Reynolds game. 
“At one point we were down fi f-
teen, but they fought and clawed 
their way back.” 
 The girls took the fi ght to their 
opponents. Playing against Oregon 
City, Centennial, Clackamas and 
Barlow. They lost all four games. 
 The girls returned home to 
fi ght McMinnville in their fi rst 
non-league game since playing  
against Lakridge. They lost to Mc-
Minnville, 32-50. After a loss to 
Centennial, 37-80, they fi nished 
their last game with a lost against 
Clackamas, 34-67. 
 “A lot of the time, the score-
board does not refl ect our hard 
work and the amount of heart we 
put into each game,” said Junior 
6-foot-2 center Gennah Shoen.

Kelly not racist; don’t accuse

“People have 
the right to free 
speech but that 
is a responsibly 

as well.”

Girls’ basketball completes season

 The girls’ basketball team 
won 2 games this season and end-
ed their season with a overall sea-

Snacker’s 
Sports 
Spot

     

 A lot of people have been 
calling former Oregon football 
coach Chip Kelly calling racist but 
he is just letting his best players 
go
 After trading running back           
LeSean McCoy to Buffalo and 
wide receiver DeSean Jackson to 
the Redskins, people have been 
calling Kelly racist. ESPN analyst 
Stephen Smith has pointed out 
many points that suggest that but 
some seem dated. For instance, 
he mentions wide receiver Brad-
ley Cooper, who was caught using 
a racial slur in 2013. Kelly fi ned 
him and took him out of training 
camp for the rest of the season. 
 Kelly also picked up Byron 
Maxwell and DeMarco Murray 
from free agency.  
 “If Kelly is a racist who wants 
to build a roster full of white guys, 
he’s doing a spectacularly bad job 

at it,” said NBC reporter Michael 
David Smith.
 I think that if Kelly was raci-
est, then this would refl ect on all 
the players he worked with when 
he was at Oregon. He has no 
proof. If he did have proof then 
this would be a different story. 
People have the right to free 
speech but that is a responsibly 
as well and this is not a respon-
sible thing to say. 
 A lot of people have suggest-
ed that Kelly is grabbing players 
from Oregon to reform the Ducks. 
While I would love to see that, I 
highly doubt that he is reforming 
an old team.   
 While Kelly’s moves seem 
odd, they do not have racist in-
tent. He has a plan for his team, 
fans will have to wait to see it. I 
think that the upcoming year will 
be good for the Eagles

passes, one of the 
girls’ shoes fell 
off. With that said, 
she was informed 
not to stunt by the 
spotters on the mat 
and we missed 
a few stunts that 
were crucial to out 
score.” The team 

didn’t make fi nals.
The team had a very successful 

season. The team had their fi rst all-
state individuals, seniors Eva Wong 
and Mykila Gay, a 4th place stunt 
group, and received the fi rst Kim 
Hunter Positivity Award along with 
a scholarship for the cheer program. 
Their biggest achievement happened 
on Feb 15, when the cheer team 
placed fi rst in state at the OSAA 
Oregon Cheer Championships. 

“This team was the hardest 
working team I have ever coached,’ 
stated Cowgill.

Isaiah Mortensen

 
 Clackamas               9-1
 Reynolds  8-2
 Barlow  6-2
 Gresham                  6-3
       Central Catholic        5-4
 David Douglas 4-5
 Oregon City             4-6
 Centennial               0-8

  Gresham                8-2           
 Clackamas              7-1
 Oregon City            6-3
 Barlow                    5-1
 Reynolds                 5-4
 Central Catholic      3-6
 David Douglas        3-6
       Centennial              2-6

Softball

ANDREW NGUY
news editor

Senior Marnasha Fowlkes and junior Michelle Huyn cheered in their state win 
and were sent to the national competition.           Photo courtesy The Oregonian

ELI SIMOTAS
sports edtor

SCHOEN

The girls lost to the Reynolds 
Raiders on April 2, but senior 
Stephanie Huynh won her match 
with straight sets, 6-0.

“We should have beat Reynolds, 
but two of my doubles didn’t show 
up,” said tennis coach Bret Walker.

In doubles, junior Janelle Kim 
and sophomore Juliya Buzey won 
their fi rst set 7-5, but lost the next 
two 5-7 and 3-6. Sophomore Hoa 
Nguyen and junior Serena Mashal 
won straight sets, 6-0, 6-2. Fresh-
men Lillian Truong and Britney Cao 
won their fi rst set 6-3 and lost 4-6, 
4-6. Freshmen Hannah Whitlock 
and Abigail Alvarez won their fi rst 
set 6-4, lost their second set in a 6-7 

tiebreaker, and claimed their victory in their fi nal set 
with a 7-6 tiebreaker.

In singles, junior Jiayi Li lost 4-6 and 2-6. Senior 
Diana Filimon lost 1-6, won her second set with 6-4, 
but lost her fi nal set 3-6. Senior Vanessa Supa lost 
2-6 and 1-6.

WONG

HUYNH

MASHAL

* As of April 7th, these Re-
cords are up to date. For exact 
records, vist OSAA.com. 

*
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Starbucks brewing up changes

Oregon to lead flu shot study

The Starbucks roastery and tasting room, in Seattle, WA, opened on Dec. 5th. last year. There is a total of 6,654 out of 15,000 square feet in 
the roastery for the cafe portion.                                                                                                                                                                 Photo Courtesy Starbucks

A study called the Oregon Child 
Absenteeism due to Respiratory Disease 
Study, or ORCHARDS, concerning the 
influenza vaccine, is leaving some scientists 
and the general public wondering if the flu 
vaccine was just a shot in the dark.

ORCHARDS follows trends in 
Oregon student absences from school, tests 
sick students for the flu and other illnesses, 
and compares the data to clinic activity 
and various flu surveillance reports in 
Wisconsin. The study aims to determine if 
student absences due to the flu is an early 
predictor for an outbreak in a community. 

The influenza virus surfaced in 1918 
and is an Orthomyxoviridae, which is a 
family of RNA viruses. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
more commonly known as the CDC, the 
influenza is “a contagious respiratory 
illness caused by influenza viruses” and can 
also cause mild to severe illnesses. Young 
children, older citizens, and individuals 
with certain health conditions are at a higher 
risk for serious flu complications. 

The flu virus spreads mainly from 
person to person through coughing or 
sneezing on hands, then touching any of the 
five senses or different objects. The bacteria 

can live for two or more hours on hard 
surfaces, such as phones, keyboards, and 
doorknobs. 

“The best way of preventing any 
disease is vigorous hand washing,” said 
DDHS nurse Stephanie West, RN. 

The influenza vaccine and its 
counterpart, the Live Attenuated Influenza 
Vaccine (LAIV), or nasal spray, is readily 
available to the general public at places 
such as local doctors offices, Walgreens, 
RiteAid, and many other places. The shot 
comes in a single dose vaccine, such as 
Fluzone, and a pre filled syringe, which is 
mercury free. 

“The best way to prevent the flu is by 
getting vaccinated each year,” states the 
CDC’s website. 

For those concerned about not being 
able to afford the injection, the cost of a flu 
shot without health insurance can range 
from $5 to $30 depending on the location 
that it is received. With insurance, out of 
pocket expenses range from around $10 
to $15. The nasal spray is a weakened 
form of the live influenza virus, sprayed 
into both nasal cavities. Studies suggest 
that the nasal spray is most effective in 
children ages 2-8.. The injection form 
of the vaccine does not contain the live 
virus, but contains immunity developing 
ingredients called antigens among 
other smaller components. Although, 

some individuals in the general public 
believe that the flu shot is completely 
unnecessary. 

“If you get a flu shot, you will be 
injecting mercury into your body,” states 
the Modern Alternative Mamma blog. 
“These can cause neurological damage 
as well as harm your immune system.” 

The CDC states that this year the flu 
vaccine was only 18 percent effective, 
which is much lower than last year, which 
was estimated at about 61 percent. These 
individuals point out that the efficiency 
rate is too low to be worth it. Some 
individuals claim that the thimerosal that 
is in the vaccine is causing autism, which 
some doctors, such as physician Paul 
Offit, claim to be a false statement. 

“This whole business about 
vaccines causing serious side  effects. 
I don’t know what people are talking 
about,” states Offit on the Pitt News 
website. “[Vaccines] are frankly the 
safest, best tested things we put into our 
bodies. The problem is that they don’t 
prevent everything else that happens 
in the first years of life, so people are 
always going to make those temporal 
associations.” 

According to the CDC’s website, 
as of Feb. 6, there has been an estimated 
amount of about 3,697 deaths from the 
influenza just this year.

NICOLE FREEMONT 
& MARIAH GETCH 

cub investigative reporters

JADE OBER & RHAIDEN PHETSOMPHOU
 cub investigative reporters

The coffee giant Starbucks has made several changes to 
its 21,160 stores worldwide, including the addition of wine 
and alcohol to the menu at participating evening stores.

The coffee company is the largest in the world, ahead 
of its UK rival, Costa Coffee. The Starbucks corporation 
currently has stores in 63 territories. 

The first Starbucks opened in 1971 in the storefront 
of the Pike Place Market, located on the waterfront of 
downtown Seattle. The original Starbucks owners purchased 
Peet’s Coffee in 1984 and sold the Starbucks company to 
Howard Schultz in 1987.

Starbucks has moved from coffee to fruity drinks and is 
now selling wine and alcoholic beverages in their evening 
stores. The evening menu for Starbucks started in the US. 
The stores that do sell alcohol only do so after 4 p.m. There 
are currently three of these evening stores in Portland and 32 
across other states. The three locations reside on the other 
side of the Willamette River at  Bethany Village, Brewery 
Blocks, and at the corner of S.W. Alder St & S.W. 11th Ave.

Other evening Starbucks stores currently reside in 
the Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles, Atlanta, District of 
Columbia, and Orlando areas. Among the changes, 700 of 
the Starbucks stores in the UK will also start to sell alcoholic 
drinks as well. Along with wine and alcohol, Starbucks will 
also be offering hot meals and snacks, including pulled pork, 

hummus, and flatbreads. 
Additional new coffee drinks are also going to be 

introduced. The company started 2015 with a new espresso 
beverage called a “Flat White”.  The drink originated in the 
early 1980s, in Australia.

According to a CBS Money Watch article, the average 
Starbucks customer spends $1,460 a year. That is, if a 
customer spends at least $4 a day at Starbucks. Over the 
span of ten years, a customer can spend a total of $14,600, 
which could be enough money to buy a car. A 2.5 pound bag 
of Starbucks French Roast is sold for $22 at Costco. Along 
with $7 for three gallons of milk, the cost totals to $29, which 
is about the amount a customer spends for seven $4 drinks a 
week. With the ingredients bought for $29, a consumer who 
brews coffee at home can save $91 per month.

“Honestly students shouldn’t be drinking so much 
[caffeine] at this age,” said Health teacher Angela Nurre.

Recently there has been controversy over Starbucks 
not allowing their Ethiopian bean traders to trademark 
their beans. According to The Economist, Starbucks has 
been depriving Ethiopian farmers of $90 million a year. 
The company has been refusing to allow the farmers to 
trademark three types of beans.

“I think in a perfect world, students should drink water 
and healthy things, but I think there is only a certain limit 
you can have,” said assistant principal Linda Vancil. “I 
think the decision to drink coffee is up to students and their 
parents.”

HIBO ABDIDON
staff reporter

Sergeant First Class Jeremy Hawkins is currently one of 
David Douglas’s recruiters for the Army. He has served in 
Germany, Iraq, and Hawaii.                                  Photo by Belle Smith

Campus
welcomes 
Army recruiter

Army recruiter, Sergeant First Class Jeremy  
Hawkins usually comes to Douglas during 
lunches to not just only recruit young men and 
women, but to converse with students. 
 “One of our biggest focuses is to get the 
students to graduate,” said Sergeant Hawkins. 
“If they don’t join the Army, that’s fine. We want 
to make sure they’re good citizens.”
 Conversations usually end up about the 
students future college plans. One thing that 
many students don’t know is that they actually 
have to qualify for the Army. 
 If the student doesn’t qualify for the Army, 
they can still work for the Army but just as 
civilians. These civilian workers get the same 
medical benefits, however they do not get the 
same school benefits. Since they have a military 
ID card, some colleges will offer them lower 
tuition rates, but not all colleges or universities 
do that. 
 Although it is very hard for soldier to get 
fired, since they usually get demoted when they 
disobey orders. However, it is much easier for a 
civilian worker to get fired because it just like 
any other job where they have contracts. 
 If a student qualifies for the Army they go 
through the interview process. Usually their first 
recruiter stays with them through the whole thing 
unless someone more qualified in the specific 
field they want to go in.  
 One of the students recruited by the Army 
from David Douglas was senior Brandon Colley. 
Colley originally enlisted for (FIND THIS OUT) 
but later unlisted due to some complications 
regarding his job in the Army. 
 “I think the recruitment process is very 
straightforward, said Colley. “They are more 
focused on the pros rather the cons because 
that’s their job. You have to get used to the way 
the way they talk. My number one for anyone 
thinking about enlisting is do your research.”
 An important thing for someone thinking of 
enlisting is for them to know that they have to 
serve a minimum of three years to receive school 
benefits. 
 Hawkins has served 16 years. Some of the 
places he served was Germany, Hawaii and four 
tours in Iraq. The last three he volunteered for. 
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College campus crimes on the rise

Portland star of television, movies

The behind the scene look on the set of the third season of “Portlandia”. The very popular television show is a sketch comedy 
set and filmed in Portland. Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein are the two main characters.                              Photo courtesy ifc.com

 It’s not uncommon to hear of media 
filmed or created in Portland, Oregon; even 
Thomas Edison worked on a very short clip 
of a train’s movement in 1897, and there 
are already tentative plans for more filming 
to take place in 2016-17 on films such as 
‘Prelude’ and a new ‘Hardy Boys Mysteries’ 
television series.
 Some of the shows and movies that 
have been filmed in Portland are ‘Grimm’, 
‘Mr. Holland’s Opus’, and ‘Wild’. Animated 
movies have also been created in Portland, 
like ‘Coraline’ and ‘ParaNorman’. These 
movies were both made by Laika Studios, and 
Coraline was nominated for ‘Best Animated 
Feature Film’ in the Academy Awards and 
Golden Globes.
 Live action films shot in Portland bring 
about better sales for businesses. Crew 
members and technological directors often 
opt to use local vendors rather than ordering 
from out of state and having to wait for their 
equipment to arrive.
 Unfortunately for the city, sometimes 
film creators will cheap out on using Portland. 
A few shows have used shots of it as a stand-

in, most recently the CW show ‘The Flash’. 
However, the snippets they have used 
so far have been only stock footage and 
B-Roll clips commonly used on broadcast 
news. It doesn’t help that the cast and crew 
hasn’t widely acknowledged their use of the 
footage, leaving it to seem unimportant to 
the show’s viewers.
 Filming in Portland also has a variety 
of benefits for media creators. Aside 
from the statewide lack of sales tax you 
find in most other places, there is also the 
Oregon Production Investment Fund. The 
OPIF provides 20 percent cash rebates for 
production-related goods and services, as 
well as a 10 percent rebate on wages for 
work completed in Oregon. The laborious 
aspect of these rebates can also be combined 
with the Greenlight Oregon program to 
bring the total up to 16.2 percent.
 Their tax incentives are not as large as 
the state of New York’s, which can reach 
up to 35 percent. However, this makes 
it more beneficial for long-term projects 
like television shows to continue filming 
in Oregon, because the incentives can add 
up over time. This helps the city as well, 
because feature films bring only bursts of 
attention to the city and local businesses, 
but television shows can keep the focus on 

KINCAID EBLEN 
& SUZY MCDADE
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MITCHELL MARTIN
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 Campus crime is a serious problem that isn’t being 
addressed, with Yale failing to report four sex offenses, the 
top ten safest schools not including any of the most popular 
universities, and the 1990 Clery act clearly being ignored, not 
to mention that over a third of women at oregon state .
 In 2013, Yale was fined $165,000 for failing to follow the 
Clery act. The Clery act, named after Jeanne Clery, a student at 
Lehigh University in Pennsylvania who was raped and killed, 
was signed by President George H.W. Bush in 1990.  The act 
stated that colleges and universities must issue annual reports 
with three years’ worth of statistics on violent and sex crimes, 
and liquor and drug violations. Colleges must also issue 
“imminent threat” warnings when appropriate. Yale did not 
keep accurate statistics and crime logs, causing them to fail in 
reporting these offenses.
 Stateuniversity.com compiled a list of the top ten safest 
colleges, using Clear and FBI data to analyze 1,407 colledges. 
The list starts with;1) Kent State University at Geauga;2) 
Gordon College;3) Kent State University at Tuscarawas;4) 
Massachusetts School of Law;5) Trinity Christian College;6) 
Covenant College;7) Ursuline College;8) Lake Forest 
College;9) Bethel University;10) Bethel Seminary-St. Paul. 
Despite this Large list of safe colleges, the top 50 colleges list, 
created by collegechoice.net, doesn’t include any of the safest 
schools, nor does the top 100 in the list created by usnews.
com.
 “Educational opportunities, safety, job placement, etc are 
not usually considered with popularity,” said Portland Police 

officer Steve Morinville.
It is Ironic that the safest university is one of the Kent State 

Campuses is the safest college in America considering the 
incident of the Kent State massacre. The Kent State massacre 
was the shooting of four students and the injuring of nine by 
the Ohio National Guard that took place on May 4, 1970.
 The ranking of 71 for Virginia Tech on the top 100 list 
created by usnews.com is also ironic. This college was the 
Virginia Tech massacre, which was the shooting of 49 students, 
32 of which died, by senior Seung-Hui Cho on April 16, 2007. 

However, most campus crimes are left unreported, 
especially rape. According to a 2007 report from the National 
Institute of Justice, nearly one in five female students suffer 
an attempted or actual sexual assault during college, but only 
about 13 percent report the crime. This has left many, including 
Usnews.com, to say that because proper data is not available 
and that crimes remain unreported, safety of colleges cannot 
be calculated in the first place. However, this does not stop 
individuals from creating surveys and creating more statistics.

One of these surveys was created and ran by Jennifer 
Freyd, a professor at the University of Oregon’s department of 
psychology, and doctoral students Marina N. Rosenthal and 
Carly Parnitzke. The survey found that one in three women 
surveyed have been sexually asualted and that ten percent of 
these women were raped during the attack.

Though not all sexual assualts are malicious in 
nature.

“No sexual assualt should ever go unreported and 
attackers need to be prsecuted to the fullest. We just need to 
make sure that it isn’t druck kids that never knew the difference 
and were just regretting it the next day, ” said Morinville.

Concession
prices trumph
movie tickets

 Films have been around since the late 
1800s, and in the past five years cinema ticket 
prices increased by five percent. 
 Movie theaters make most of their 
money off of concessions, and not the tickets 
themselves. According to Brad Tuttle, a writer 
for TIME magazine, movie theaters make 
roughly 85 percent of their profit off of the 
concessions stands.
 Tuttle says that movie theater popcorn has 
been called one of “America’s biggest rip-offs,” 
with a retail price of nine times more than what 
it costs to make the product. The average price 
for a box of candy at the theater costs $4.25. 
Wal-Mart could sell them for as low as a dollar 
a box. These prices on concession goods are 
increasing as the years continue. The costs of 
these snacks are making the customers not as 
willing to buy them. 
 According to Senior Film and Media 
Reporter, Brent Lang, movie ticket prices 
reached an average of $8.17 in 2014, a 0.50 
percent increase from 2013. Attendance figures 
decreased in 2013 to roughly 1.26 billion 
consumers because of the steadily increasing 
movie ticket costs. 
 “The average tends to rise or fall based on 
the number of 3D or premium format titles,” 
said Lang.
 “The production cost is high, along with 
the cost of technology,” said Social Studies and 
Economics teacher Scott Cashdollar. “Plus, 
actor salaries are outrageous. Movie ticket 
prices are way too high.” 
 Popular movies like “Bolt”, “Up”, and 
“How to Train your Dragon” make an average 
of 500.9 million dollars worldwide according 
to Box Office Mojo. A survey conducted by the 
American Association of Retired People show 
that 40 percent of seniors no longer attend 
films because they can no longer afford the 
high price to go to the movie theater. When 
fewer tickets are sold, it tends to cause more 
panic to movie executives, who earn most of 
the profits from their sale. 
 Fewer people going to films, means an 
increasing expense for making the films, both 
contribute to higher prices for admission, 
stated WiseGeek articles. 
 Century 16 manager, Austin, said that 
Century 16 makes most of their money off of 
concessions, and not the actual movie tickets. 
Century 16 also rents the movies out to the 
public, and then make an estimate on how 
many people should come to the theater. Then 
they divide the average amount of people. This 
helps them set the price of the tickets. If there 
are about 50 people in the theater, then the 
price of a ticket would increase to $10.00. 
 Regal Cinema, on 16603 SE Division, sells 
tickets in two categories; children and seniors. 
With a Regal card, every Tuesday the entire 
price of the movie would be $5. 
 The costs of concessions and tickets has 
forced movie lovers to pay more than what the 
experience is worth. Rules preventing movie-
goers from bringing their own food and drinks 
force them to buy food from the concession 
stands. With the high costs of movie production 
and displays, cinemas have no other option 
than to increase concessions and ticket prices.
 Although the cost of concessions is so 
high, costumers are not forced to buy food and 
drinks from concessions. Costumers can still 
enjoy and participater in going to the movies 
without the over-priced food offered at the 
concession stand. 

ANITA KOZINSKIY & D’SA ROLLY  
 cub investigative reporters

Portland for years.
 Filmmakers choose Portland as 
their shoot location because they have an 
attachment to the city, or because their 
film’s setting is in the Pacific Northwest. 
Writer of ‘All the Wilderness’, Michael 
Johnson, grew up in the city and enjoyed 
the familiarity.
 “The neighborhoods I grew up in 
are so majestic,” stated Johnson in an 
OregonLive interview. “I think your 
physical surroundings really shape the 
person you become in ways we don’t even 
realize. The atmosphere of the Pacific 
Northwest is naturally beautiful, but also 
a little dark, which really works with the 
themes in the film.” 
 Aside from being aesthetically 
pleasing, Portland and Oregon in general 
provide geographical conveniences. 
There are varying film locations in close 
proximity to each other. Twenty-seven 
cities and three counties are fee-free 
locations for creators, and many state parks 
will waive filming fees for a mention in the 
credits. In addition, actors and film creators 
residing in LA can take a two-to-three hour 
flight to their location, work there for a full 
day, and take a second flight back to their 
home before the day’s end.



DEDE

Simotas crowned DDHS Rose Princess

David Douglas’  2015 Rose Festival Princess, Elli Simotas, was crowned at the Rose 
Festival assembly on Tuesday, Mar. 10.                              Photo by Belle Smith

HOLLY HIBDON 
staff reporter

 Elli Simotas was crowned David 
Douglas High School’s 2015 Rose 
Festival Princess on Tuesday, Mar. 10, 
2015 during the Rose Festival Assembly.  
 Simotas, Amber Penner, Sarah 
Granberg, and Olivia Stuart delivered  
their Rose Court speeches in pre-recorded 
videos the week prior to the crowning, 
which was when the student body voted.
 Simotas’ last day of school will be 

May 1. Her grades will be frozen at that 
time in order to fulfi ll her princess duties. 
Princesses are required to visit different 
locations around the state and to participate 
in all Rose Festival events. Each princess 
receives a $3,500 scholarship 
 “I always looked up to the girls on the 
Rose Festival Court, and I really wanted 
to take advantage of the opportunity,” 
said Simotas.  “David Douglas is a really 
unique school and I feel very honored 
to represent such amazing students and 
staff.” 

ALINE ALVAREZ
staff reporter

The MHC solo contest was held Satur-
day Feb. 7 for band students in Multnomah 
County to receive solo honors and be com-
mended for excellent efforts.

Students performed, while being ac-
companied by piano, for judges who spe-
cialize in playing the specifi c instrument the 
contestant plays. The band, orchestra, and 

choir programs also competed in the OMEA 
solo and ensemble contest.

“All of the performances I was able to 
see were fantastic,” said Director of Bands 
Jennifer Brooks-Muller. 

First place awards went out to Camille 
VanDerVeen on alto saxophone, Susie Wal-
lace on bass clarinet, Delaney Smith on 
clarinet, Samntha Gilkey on Euphonium, 
Cameron Knopf on orchestral and rudimen-
tal snare, and Rebecca Burfi tt on fl ute. 

Band to perform with junk
RIKKA GUSTEY

staff reporter

 The Annual Percussion 
Night will take place in the 
PAC on May 27 at 7 p.m., 
to include a variety of music 
pieces that students will 
perform.
 Ranging from traditional 

MHC Solo Contest success for Band

Senior Christian Moore performed at the MHC Solo Contest and received a 2nd place 
award for tuba.               Photo by Aline Alvarez 
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One Act Festival 
coming in May

ELIZABETH GARCIA
news editor

classical music to funky and 
edgy tunes, the audience will 
hear a variety of music pieces. 
A music piece called “Junk 
Funk” includes items ranging 
from fl ower pots and glass 
bottles to tin cans, and even a 
metal washtub. 
 “This class has been 
around for eight years and is 

designed to teach students 
how to play a variety of 
instruments,” said band 
instructor Tom Muller. 
“Almost anything can be used 
as a percussion instrument.” 
 “Sacks Appeal” is a 
another piece that will be 
played entirely with plastic 
bags. 

the bond project and not being in 
compliance with the state is not merely 
based on the bond project.

“We have a couple of different things,” 
said Talley. “Obviously the two days we’ll 
gain next year, so we’ll gain two days 
back and the proposal that we have to go 
before the superintendent and the school 
board would be a ten minute earlier start 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays and then on Wednesdays when we 
have the late arrival we’re going to start 
at twenty minutes earlier, or we’d like 
to start twenty minutes earlier and that 
would get us pretty close across the board 
and so then the following year we’d gain 
those extra two days back and then we’d 
be in compliance and then actually above 
compliance at that point.”

The proposal for a lengthened school 
day must still be approved by the school 
board.

“I would say it’s very likely that it 
would be approved,  but maybe not exactly 
in the format that the team presented,” 
said Talley.

KAREN HERNANDEZ
staff reporter

Friends of Outdoor Schoolwork to fi nd 
funding to send all Oregon students to a 
week long ODS session.
 “The Outdoor School for All project of 
the Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition 
is seeking $22 million/year in permanent 
funding to send all 55,000 Oregon 5th or 
6th graders to a week of Outdoor School,” 
Said Friends of Outdoor School executive 
director, Kim Silva. “$22 million includes 
tuition, teacher stipends, and transportation 

for schools, and management of the 
program by the OSU Extension Service.”
The Coalition has already submitted two 
identical bipartisan-supported bills - one to 
the Senate, SB 439, and one to the House, 
HB 2648.  Both have had hearings in the 
House and Senate Education Committees, 
and are moving toward work sessions 
before being referring to the Joint Ways & 
Means committee.
 On Monday, March 23, Friends 
of Outdoor School held an event for 
Legislative Awareness Day at the State 
Capitol. 

ODS working to extend sessions

 The senior-directed One 
Act Festival will take place 
Wednesday, May 6- Friday, May 
8. This year’s One Acts are This 
Play is About Pirates, The Love 
Doctor, Law and Order: Fairy 
Tale Unit, Midnight at World’s 
End, Lip Service, Downton 
Zombie, and Hitch Hiker. 

Automated substitute system fl awed
CHI LI

staff reporter

 Throughout the year, 
the substitute teacher system 
has faltered, leaving some 
classes without instructors.
 Smar tF indExpres s , 
run by eSchool Solutions 

Incorporated, is the state-
wide used and automated 
system used  to fi ll in for 
regular staff members who 
will be gone. Principal 
John Bier has fi lled in for 
empty classes during such 
incidents.
 “I send out an e-mail 

asking teachers if they 
would like to cover classes,” 
said secretary Colleen 
Teague. “If a substitute 
has an open prep, they’ll 
end up covering instead. 
Sometimes a dean or Vice 
Principal does it, but that 
doesn’t happen often.”
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