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One salutatorian graduates with honors

11 valedictorians lead Class of 2015 

BRUNDIDGE NGOHUYNH
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Great big thank you’s from this year’s seniors
Like so many Highlander Senior Editions in the past, this one wouldn’t have been possible without the help of several people. A huge thank 
you to Judy Le Coq for dressing us up like 1940s journalists for both covers and the center spread. Another huge thank you to Laurie Brunelle 
for keeping us in the know with vals and sals. Thanks Pat Alderton for Athletes of the Year. Thank you Denise Pierson for academic awards, 
and thank you counseling department for scholarship information. Thank you senior English teachers for submitting and collecting surveys. 
Thank you senior guest writers for your contributing work. Thanks to our Highlander non-senior family for running all those errands. Thank 
you Belle for all that Photoshop work. And thank you Anca, Angela, Belle, Isaiah, and Sarah for passing this out at graduation.
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 Jacob Brundidge will be studying mechanical engineering 
and has taken AP Calculus AB and Statistics. He is team captain 
of the Robotics Team and is invovled in Rocket Team. His favor-
ite class was chemistry because instructor Brad Gilbert made it 
enjoyable. His most challenging class was AP Calculus AB be-
cause he was not excited about the material.
 “Procrastination was also a problem,” said Brundidge.
 Oswald Huynh will attend Lewis and Clark College on two 
scholarships, including one for music. He has taken every DDHS 
advanced, college, and AP core class with the exception of Col-
lege Biology. Huynh was also involved in the band, symphony, 
pit orchestra, and Outdoor School. His favorite class was Wind 
Ensemble.
 “It was the main reason I didn’t drop out,” said Huynh. “It 
forced me to develop decent work habits which translated into my 
school work.”
 Tommy Ngo will major in computer science at PSU and has 
taken AP Physics B, Psychology, Human Geography and Calcu-
lus AB. Ngo ran cross country and track. His favorite class was 
First Aid CPR and his hardest was AP Physics B.
 “Too many formulas,” Ngo said of AP Physics B. “I died.”
 Kevin Nguyen plans on becoming a cardiothoracic surgeon. 
He took AP Physics, Calculus AB, Psychology and Human Geog-
raphy. Nguyen, who can sing the alphabet backwards, found AP 
Psychology to be his hardest class—as he thought he could get by 
without reading. His favorite class was Student Leadership.
 “Wads is an inspirational goofball, and I hope to one day be 
half the man that he is,” said Nguyen.
 Minh Nguyen received the Jack Kent Cooke and Gates Mil-
lenium Scholarships. She took all AP classes except for Studio 
Art. She also took CUSH and College Biology. She was involved 
in Rocket Team, Science Club, Symphonic Strings, and has con-
ducted research through Summer Science Program. In her free 
time, she likes to free yodel with her best friend Kathy Thach 
and has recently joined the marching band.
 “My teachers are my biggest supporters and I wouldn’t be 

here today if it wasn’t for them,” Nguyen said. 
 Pavel Skalozub plans to start his own business after college. 
He took AP Statistics, Calculus AB, and Human Geography, as 
well as College English and U.S. History. He was involved in 
band for one year. His favorite classes were AP Calculus AB and 
College U.S. History because of passionate teachers.
 “I would like to thank David Douglas for providing us with 
all these opportunities for college credits that will allow me to 
enter college at the sophomore level,” said Skalozub. 
 Delaney Smith will go to medical school after college. 
Smith is involved in band, National Honor Society, Science 
Club, and Rocket Team. She took every AP class available ex-
cept for Studio Art. Her favorite class was AP Phsyics B because 
“Mrs. Mueller rocks.” Her most challenging class was band.
 “I didn’t want to suck,” Smith said.
 Kathy Thach has taken all AP classes except for Studio 
Art. She took CUSH and College Biology as well. She was also 
involved in Rocket Team, Science Club, Symphonic Strings, 
and has conducted  research internships at PSU. In her free time, 
she likes to free yodel with her best friend Minh Nguyen and 
also recently joined the marching band.
 “I have a life, I swear,” said Thach. 
 Hunter Weigant wants to be a teacher after college. He has 
taken AP Calculus AB and played varisty football, basketball, 
and tennis. Weigant is also involved in National Honor Society 
and previously served on Student Council. 
 Zhiwei Zhen has taken AP Calculus AB and College Eng-
lish as well as other advanced courses. He is part of the fi rst co-
hort of College Possible students and will be attending Oregon 
State Univeristy this fall. 
 Eric Zhu hopes to work at Intel after college. He took a 
wide variety of advanced courses, including AP U.S. Govern-
ment and Politics, which was his favorite because it was genu-
inely challenging and interesting. His hardest class was College 
Biology.
 “I didn’t like the tests,” said Zhu.
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Tim Forsyth plans to work at either Intel or Microsoft in computer 
engineering after college. Forsyth took AP Calculus, Chemistry, 
Human Geography, Statistics, and U.S. Government and Politics. 
He was also involved in band. His favorite class was Wind En-
semble because he enjoys playing instruments. His most challeng-
ing class was AP Chemistry, in which he earned an A through hard 
work and studying.
 “It involved a lot of critical thinking and understanding theo-
ries,” Forsyth said. 
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KYRA
CONWAY

•NHS
•LEADERSHIP
•STUDENT OF THE 
  MONTH
•AP ENGLISH, 
  HUMAN GEO-
  GRAPHY, PSYCHOL-
  OGY
•VOLLEYBALL 
•GOLF

BRYNNE
MERKLEY

•NHS
•STUDENT OF 
 THE MONTH
•YOUNG LIFE 
  WORK CREW
•HOLIDAY FOOD
 BANK
•SPARROW CLUB
•LEUKEMIA/
 LYMPHOMA 
 VOLUNTEER

ETHAN
ARCHER

•LEADERSHIP
•AP ENGLISH,
 US GOVERNMENT,
 PSYCHOLOGY 
•COLLEGE US 
 HISTORY
•CHOIR 
•TROUBADOURS 
•THEATRE

JOSH
KELLEBREW

•TRACK & FIELD STATE
 CHAMPION 2014
•THREE-TIME TRACK &
 FIELD STATE QUALIFIER
•MHC ATHLETE OF THE 
YEAR
•MHC 1ST TEAM 800M
•MHC 1ST TEAM 4X400
 RELAY
•THREE-TIME DDHS 
 ATHLETE OF THE MONTH
•TWO-TIME DDHS
 STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
   

BRYNNE
MERKLEY

•CROSS COUNTRY   
 -MHC 1ST TEAM  
  -STATE HM  
 -TWO TIME 
  STUDENT OF THE
  MONTH
•SWIMMING
 -MHC 200 FREE HM
 -MHC 500 FREE HM
•TRACK & FIELD
 -MHC 3000M HM
•MAC CLUB 
 SCHOLAR ATHLETE

KEVIN 
NGUYEN

•LEADERSHIP
•STUDENT OF THE
 MONTH
•AP CALCULUS, 
  ENGLISH, HUMAN
  GEOGRAPHY, 
  PSYCHOLOGY
•FOOTBALL
•BASEBALL
•ACHIEVEMENT

JESSE 
CETZ

•LEADERSHIP
•STUDENT OF THE
 MONTH
•AP ENGLISH, HUMAN
 GEOGRAPHY
 PSYCHOLOGY, US
 GOVERNMENT
•FOOTBALL
•WRESTLING
•TRACK & FIELD

MINH 
NGUYEN

•NHS
•PEER TUTOR
•STUDENT OF THE
 MONTH
•AP ENGLISH,
 CALCULUS, 
 STATISTICS,
 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY, 
 PSYCHOLOGY, US
 GOVERNMENT,
 CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS
•ORCHESTRA
•ROCKET TEAM
•SCIENCE TEAM



Prom King and Queen
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KEVIN
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ASB Offi cers
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LESLIE
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Commencement Speakers
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GRANBERG

HAE NAY
PAW

JESSE
CETZ

Nguy, Zheng matched by QuestBridge

Four seniors attend Ivies, one Stanford

ELLI
SIMOTAS

ALANA
PHAM

ETHAN
ARCHER

Both seniors were awarded a QuestBridge National College Match 
Scholarship and will each receive a full-ride to their respective schools.  

ELLI SIMOTAS

Rose Festival Princess

Homecoming King and Queen

 Andrew Nguy and Allan Zheng received QuestBridge National 
College Match scholarships to Pomona College and Colorado College 
respectively, which will pay for the entirety of their undergraduate 
educations.
 The scholarships seek to match underrepresented students to one of 
35 prestigious partner institutions, including Ivy League universities such 
as Yale University and liberal arts colleges such as Amherst College.  
 “I’m really stoked to go to Pomona,” said Nguy. “It’s an hour from 
Los Angeles, so I’ll be bathing in sunny weather while attending one of 
the best schools in the country.”
 Nguy and Zheng are part of the fi rst cohort of College Possible 
students at David Douglas and attribute their successes to the college 
preparatory program. Nguy was the page one editor of The Highlander, 
served as Science Club president, and was the Scot’s Cafe manager, 
contributing greatly to the cafe’s smoothie line during his term. Zheng is 
the Symphonic Orchestra’s concertmaster and is involved in the Garden 
Club and Food Pantry. 
 The pair hail from Alice Ott Middle School and have excelled while 
balancing rigorous AP courses on top of extracurricular activities. 
 The scholarship involves a two-step process, the fi rst of which 
awards QuestBridge Finalists, granting access to application fee waivers 
if the applicant chooses to forgo the main scholarship. After selected as 
a fi nalist, the second half requires the student to rank up to eight colleges 
with the hopes of being matched to one. The match results in a legal 
obligation to attend under the promise of a full-ride.
 “I’m excited about starting fresh in college and the block plan,” 
Zheng said. “The block plan is basically where you take one class at a 
time for 3.5 weeks for the year.”
 This year, 501 students, or 4.3 percent, were matched out of a pool 
of 11,654 applications. Out of those 501 matched students, 12 will be 
joining Nguy at Pomona College and nine will join Zheng at Colorado 
College. 
 Nguy intends to major in psychology and minor in computer 
science, planning to pursue a doctoral degree in Psychology to become 
a professor. Zheng will major in math and minor in music with plans to 
pursue a job in the technology industry.

KYRA 
CONWAY

EVA
WONG

 Sarah Cook decided on Stanford University because of its aca-
demic caliber and palm trees. She applied to Stanford via Early Action 
and did not apply to any other schools. Although her major is currently 
undecided, she plans on taking classes in business, philosophy, and engi-
neering. She hopes to be inspired by her brilliant professors while learn-
ing how to tap dance, playing a kitchen sink in the marching band, and 
hanging out in San Francisco.
 “I love the laid-back, collaborative atmosphere, the opportunities to 
study abroad, and the sunshine,” said Cook.
 Joshua Kellebrew didn’t decide on Harvard as much as Harvard 
decided on him. The venerable institution recruited him before he ap-
plied to any colleges. Kellebrew is currently undecided in his major and 
is open to exploring the many options that Harvard offers.
 Brynne Merkley decided on Cornell University over Occidental 
College and UC Santa Barbara because of its location. She applied to 
Cornell, where she will run cross country, via Early Decision and plans 
to major in international relations, intending to pursue an MBA in global 
business and work in third-world development. Merkley has decided to 
take a gap year, meaning she will enroll at Cornell in 2016, after traveling 

to Central America to volunteer and teach English.
 “They have tons of outdoor clubs which I am super excited about,” 
Merkley said.
 Minh Nguyen decided on Yale University after seriously consider-
ing Williams College and Pomona College. She chose the prestigious in-
stitution because of its vast number of research opportunities. She applied 
to Yale via Early Decision and will major in physics. During her time at 
Yale, Nguyen hopes to take classes with astrophysicist Meg Urry, play in 
the snow when it’s cold, and sit on hammocks when it’s warm.
 “Yale has been a dream for so long,” said Nguyen. “I’m incredibly 
excited to know that I will be inspired by my peers and professors.”
 Kathy Thach decided on Brown University   over Colorado Col-
lege, Wesleyan University, and Vanderbilt University because of its 
undergraduate emphasis and campus vibe. She applied to Brown via 
Regular Decision and plans to major in a social science. Thach hopes to 
partake in candy festivals and enjoy the open curriculum and freedom to 
choose classes while being the happiest student ever.
 “I just like the freedom in getting to construct my own education,” 
said Thach. 

Seniors go down in history by setting record for most Ivy League 
acceptances in one graduating class at David Douglas.

L-R: Minh Nguyen, Kathy Thach, Joshua Kellebrew, Sarah Cook, and Brynne Merkley sport the apparel of the college they will attend.

L-R: Allan Zheng and Andrew Nguy earned full rides, choosing   
liberal arts colleges for their “intimate atmosphere and research 
opportunities.” 
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Cole, Le Coq, Matthews, 
Stewart to retire with 
127 combined years

.

“Mr. Matthews, you should 
travel to Africa and hang out 
with Jane.”

-Zoee Shearer
Graduate

What should 
these four 
teachers do in 
retirement?

“All of them need to take some 
vacations. Go to Hawaii.”

-Joselyn Alvarez-Rodriguez
Graduate

“I think Mr. Stewart should 
golf. He’s a great golfer, but 
he hasn’t had time in years.”

-Denise Riesenmen
Counselor

“Mr. Stewart, you should have 
a mid-life crisis. Grow your 
hair, a beard, and buy a 
motorcycle.”

-Roman Chernenko
Graduate

“Ms. Le Coq, here’s your 
chance to really travel.”

-Revekka Gustey
Graduate

 Guidance counselor Michael Stewart was born in 
Eugene and attended Fairfield Elementary, Cascade Junior 
High School, and Willamette High School. He attended 
the University of Oregon, Lewis and Clark Law School, 
and Portland State University.  He spent three years at 
Crolane Junior High near Eugene teaching English as the 
only male teacher and coached football, baseball, and 
track. He then spent 14 years at Molalla High School. His 
career as a guidance counselor started with a two-year 
stint at Rex Putnam High School. He was a counselor and 
teacher for two more years at Parkrose High School be-
fore settling in at David Douglas, where he counseled for 
16 years. His plans for retirement include exercise, sleep, 
reading, golf, fly-fishing, guitar-playing, travel, Patriots 
fandom, and substitute teaching.  
 Science teacher and ChimpanZoo advisor Eric 
Matthews was born in Beaverton where he attended Fir 
Grove Elementary School, Highland Park Middle School, 
and Beaverton High School. He attended Northern Ari-
zona University. He began work in the district by teaching 
at AIM/Fir Ridge in 1993, where he would remain for 14 
years. Then, in 2007, he jumped ship to David Douglas. 
Over the years, he has taught biology, Consumer Math, 
English I, General Science, Global Studies, and has ad-
vised the ChimpanZoo Club. Matthews does not have any 
specific plans for retirement, unless one counts his inten-
tions to wake up later than 5:30 every morning. 
 Science teacher Steve Cole was born in Portland and 
attended Cherry Park Elementary and North Powellhurst 
Elementary schools, Floyd Light Middle School, and Da-

COLE LE COQ MATTHEWS STEWART

vid Douglas High School where he graduated in 1976. 
After one year’s attendance at Portland State University, 
he completed his degree at Western Oregon University. 
His career took three years—two as Canby High School’s 
gymnastics coach, one as a teacher at McMinnville Junior 
High—to lead him back to his alma mater where he began 
teaching in 1986. Over 29 years, he has taught Physical 
Science, Geology, and Horticulture at David Douglas. 
Cole will miss working with students and his cowork-
ers in the Science Department, each of whom has taught 
him something. He would like to find a way to remain 
involved with education as he enjoys his retirement.
 Theatre teacher Judy Le Coq was born in Portland 
and attended Concord Elementary School in Milwaukie; 
in fact, she was part of the last class to attend the school 
from kindergarten through 8th grade. She then went to 
Rex Putnam High School and attended both Willamette 
University and Portland State University. She has been 
among the David Douglas faculty since the start of her 
career in 1978, and has taught English, math, and theatre 
over 36 years at David Douglas. Le Coq fondly remem-
bers bathroom duty, teaching Shakespeare to sophomores 
as classroom windows suffered the slings and arrows of 
archery students, the revelations of students as they con-
quered equations and geometric proofs, and the awareness 
of a job well done when students’ hard work pulled their 
efforts together, be that scenes, projects, or plays. Her 
retirement plans range from skiing the Alps with French 
in-laws to off-season travelling and time with family and 
friends. 

“Connor, don’t you think 
Mr. Cole should become a 
fireman?”

-Alex Montgomery
Graduate

“...No, Alex, he shouldn’t. 
Mr. Cole should become a
demolition man.”

-Connor Riggs
Graduate
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TAYLOR GARCIA
guest writer

Adults always tell younger generations that teenagers should make the most of their high school experience. Most of 
the time these wise words are brushed off as just another life lesson kids are supposed to be told. Of course as a naive 
freshman I just saw the next four years of my life as another waste of time in the education system. Now, as I look 
back, I realize how much I’ve transformed into the person I am today. If someone were to ask my friends who Taylor 
Garcia was, they’d say something along the lines of “the coffee drinker that would go out of her way to make sure every 
person was okay.” I wasn’t always like that. The diversity of our school has taught me a few things, but one that I will 
walk away with is don’t be too quick to judge. Not one person is going to be the same as the next person. Students at 
David Douglas are from all walks of life and are dealing with personal issues. During my four years I have been a silent 
counselor to any sad face, upset friend, and angry stranger. Though I’ve learned many things from David Douglas, my 
experience here has taught me compassion for those who are unlike myself. I will always remember the hard times I’ve 
faced during high school, and how strangers would make sure I was okay because I wore my emotions on my sleeve. I 
never knew the names of these silent saviors, but thank you to everyone who’s done a random act of kindness for those 
who need it. 

NICK POULTER
guest writer

I’ve attended David Douglas High School all four years. I have been in the DDHS school district since I 
was in the third grade. I’ve enjoyed every minute of it! It’s a great district and has extraordinary teachers. 
I grew up in Portland, Oregon. My parents divorced when I was around six. There have been some very 
diffi cult times. But one thing I have always had control over was my schooling. I realized this towards the 
end of my middle school years when I was a delinquent child. Then I entered high school; I adopted a new 
outlook on schooling. I realized how important it was and saw what not going to school can do to you. I 
saw how school does dictate your future. So, I took a hold of my schooling and have had amazing grades 
since. I will be graduating high school with straight A’s, which I’m very proud of. When I fi rst arrived at 
DDHS, I was so scared of all the older people. I was scared because I realized that this is where the later 
part of my life starts. This is where it all begins. But as I went through the years, I realized something, 
that your life is what you make it out to be. You get to choose where it goes. Yes, there are many outside 
infl uences that can affect what happens. It’s when you respond to those outside infl uences that you get a 
choice in where it leads you. That would be my one piece of advice. Think about how the decisions that 
you make now will affect the rest of your life.

Farewell David Douglas
CHANCE LAMA

guest writer

I have spent the last four years of my life attending David Douglas. Within that time, I’ve managed to be involved 
with the orchestra, symphony, track and fi eld, Rocket team, College Possible, and Scots Cafe. Each has left me with 
treasured memories, but I won’t bore you, the valued reader, with another rose-tinted glorifi cation of Douglas’ daring, 
darling, and darnedest. I wouldn’t dream of neglecting to mention dodging golf carts on the breezeway or trying to 
stomach the god-awful rice that replaced the noodles in the bento. I wouldn’t, anyway, if I hadn’t already used a 
quarter of my space to say so. I’m not good at managing space, and I’m even worse with segues. Let’s talk about the 
future. Like myself, you may have sat back at the end of a long, arduous school day and been freakin’ slapped in the 
face with the realization that soon, by no intention of your own, you will be forced into adulthood. Your fi rst reaction 
may have been to look to the things of the past for comfort or to mourn your childhood. Neither will save you. 
Most likely, you’re gonna go into a job, working hours that you hate or you’re going to go to an unfamiliar school, 
stumbling over the academics while accumulating debt. You are going to have to work harder for results you won’t 
see for years. You’ll be okay, though. Somewhere between the sweat and tears, you’ll fi nd peace and solace in the 
fact that your life is now in your own hands, and you can accomplish more than Student/Athlete of the Month. You 
can fulfi ll your passions and claim all the credit. Do with this what you will: crumple, criticize, or carefully consider. 

NOAH HARDING
guest writer

Throughout my years at David Douglas I have learned many things, and met many good people. As a freshman, 
I didn’t really know what I wanted to do. I kind of still don’t, but the thing is now with all the knowledge that I 
have  acquired, I see myself doing whatever job I can fi nd. Everyday I see people that have no idea what they 
want to do and that’s ok. I have a lot of memories from  DDHS, but my favorite one has to be when I was a 
freshman and I met my friend Jake Ros. He taught me “just be yourself and you can go anywhere.” I remember 
when we were freshmen he taught me how to play Magic: the Gathering. At fi rst I was kind of timid but then I 
got good at it. I don’t dabble with it anymore, but I wish I still did. Now, I get home and all I really focus on is 
trying to fi nd a job so I can move out and be on my own. I started out at David Douglas as kind of a loner. I did 
my own thing and I didn’t really care what other people did, but now there’s just so much diversity among the 
people who are here that I have to acknowledge the people that somehow inspired me to do what I do. My years 
at David Douglas have been fulfi lling. I wish I did more but now that it’s done I can’t help that. Things are now 
different. I have to learn how to fend for myself and do my own thing. Anybody that’s ever acknowledged me 
as a person has made me realize that you have to rely on others; you can’t just be by yourself. Interaction is one 
of the most important things. Now that I’m out of high school I think my path is clearer than it was. It’s been a 
long road. Hopefully that road forks and I pick the road that’s less traveled by.

FATUMA GEDI
guest writer

Transferring to David Douglas High School my sophomore year was one of the worst and best decisions 
I made. Yes, I was leaving the community I knew for nine years, but life is about taking risks. At David 
Douglas, I was going to challenge myself academically with AP Psychology, AP Government, College 
Biology, and College English. I remember the endless nights I stayed up cramming assignments and trying 
to hit 2,000 word lengths. I was the vice president of the Black Student Union and junior representative 
of Key Club and a member of College Possible. College Possible has been the backbone to my goal 
of achieving an education beyond high school, especially since my parents haven’t fi nished elementary 
school. College Possible has prepared me for the ACT, the college application process, and scholarships. I 
wouldn’t have done it without the support of my overprotective parents, mentors, Michael, and Paige. Most 
importantly, my senior year wouldn’t have been the same without Mr. Green-Hite who demonstrated that 
you only need one person to laugh at your jokes, Mr. Bailey for his two cents every now and then: get your 
priorities straight, and Mrs. Ali who was a shoulder to cry on. Next year, I’ll be attending University of 
Oregon to major in biology and minor in psychology. My dream career is to become a pediatrician, travel 
the world, and purchase my own home. Go Ducks! 
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I

s I refl ect on my past four years 
attending David Douglas High School, I 
can’t help but to be fi lled with bliss and 
satisfaction. Although I have spent the 
past four years growing and fl ourishing 
with my graduating class, my senior year 

has ended differently than most. I’ve had a very special 
and unique experience attending David Douglas. I 
was given the opportunity to represent David Douglas 
as a Rose Festival Princess, and have left school a 
month early to travel around the state. David Douglas 
has provided me with once-in-a-lifetime experiences, 
and for that, I will be forever grateful. Representing 
such amazing staff and students has been a honor, 
and I am thankful that I was chosen to give back to 
the school that has provided me with a stable and 
supportive foundation as I advance in my education. I 
am so honored to have been given the opportunity to 
represent David Douglas as a Rose Festival Princess, 
even if it meant ending my senior year earlier than 
usual. I’ve learned more in the past few weeks as a 
“graduated” high school student than I ever would have 
expected, and a few things stick out the most to me. 
Leaving high school earlier than the rest of my peers 
has taught me two things. 

The fi rst is that David Douglas truly is an amazing, 
unique, and diverse high school. This is something 
I know we as David Douglas students have heard 
continuously throughout the past four years, but after 
meeting many people from many different high schools, 
it has become clear to me that not many schools can 
compare to David Douglas. After leaving high school, 
I am proud to say that my pride in attending David 
Douglas has grown tremendously. A big contribution to 
this realization has come from the alumni I have met 
throughout my Rose Festival travels, who could not be 
any more proud to have once been a Scot. Whether 
it has come to meeting a former NFL running back, 
or a man who works in a law fi rm downtown, they 
are bursting with happiness as they recall the great 
experiences they had as a student at David Douglas. 
Every morning as I step onto our tour bus to begin our 
day of travel, I pass our bus driver who has long lived 
in the David Douglas district. He never fails to greet me 
with a “good morning” and “go Scots!” 

The second thing I have realized is that high 
school isn’t everything in life. Personally, I realize that 
I, along with my peers, have spent the past four years 
investing time and effort in things that I now realize 
are not important- things that will not defi ne us in the 
real world. Although I have personally had a great 
high school experience, I can tell you that high school 
should not be, and probably will not be, the best years 
of your life. Leaving high school a month early has 
shown me that the world is huge. There are so many 
people to meet, so many things to experience, and so 
many opportunities for us to take advantage of. The 
best advice I could give to my peers and fellow Scots 
is to cherish these moments, but don’t take them too 
heavily. There is so much more out there in the world. 
Don’t limit yourself to who you were labeled as in high 
school. The possibilities are endless. 

As I wrap up my refl ection as a David Douglas 
student, more than anything, I would like to say thank 
you. Thank you for allowing me to leave my mark in 
history as a David Douglas student, and thank you for 
allowing me to represent the school that I am so proud 
of to have attended. Now is our time to make our mark 
in the world, and without a doubt, I know you will all 
do just that. May the dreams you dream be the future 
you fi nd!

but I do remember not leaving class without having a 
good laugh most of the time. Like the day we finished 
up a bit early and some of us looked up funny Valen-
tines day cards on Google. And of course I will never 
forget our vintage photo shoot; me and the other girl 
seniors squeezed into the theater restroom putting on 
red lipstick and trying to make our hair look “vintage.” 
In  short, everyone on newspaper were people I didn’t 
just consider as peers. They were friends. I could trust 
them and count on them.

The Highlander and everyone that is a part of it will 
be something I will greatly miss from my time in high 
school, and I am glad I can say I was a part of these 
memories, even if it was only for one year. 

  
 

hate driving.
It’s stressful (trying to avoid raging drivers 

throwing F-bombs); it’s tedious (there really isn’t 
much other than gas, brake, and turn); and it’s 
risky (with the potential of a catastrophic crash 
every single moment), but isn’t that what life is?

Life is stressful, tedious, and risky to the point where 
I sometimes wonder whether it’s worth continuing. The 
answer I have come to conclude every time is yes, life (and 
the rest stops along the way) is worth driving towards. It 
is not a matter of what is nobler, as Hamlet asks “whether 
‘tis Nobler in the mind to suffer the Slings and Arrows of 
outrageous Fortune,” but rather to stop driving halfway on 
I-84 will never result in reaching the destination, no matter 
where that might be. 

For me, I am driving towards a career in psychological 
research, the details of which I am not sure yet. I’m not 
the only one driving on Psych Street. In fact, it’s jammed 
up for miles. Like any other tedious road trip, it doesn’t 
have to be tedious. That part is my perception. The road 

is bumpy and occasionally frustrating and urgent (like 
being backed up in traffic and running out of fuel), but 
beating on my horn and yelling obscenities out the 
window solves nothing. Maintaining a level head in the 
face of distress doesn’t necessarily solve anything either, 
but it sure helps prevent one issue from spreading into 
an inferno of others.

Such is life. 
High school is no different, with its unbearably 

slow bureaucratic processes at times, or incredibly 
responsive and supportive staff at others. Not everything 
goes right, but not everything goes bad either. With so 
many conditions for any one thing to be possible, is it 
really any wonder that some things fall apart? There are 
weak points everywhere, in everything, just waiting to 
snap and send a successful plan into a disaster. The 
gradual understanding of this has allowed me to bounce 
back in times of failure—which all students will undergo.

When driving, sometimes I only see the turn ahead 
of me rather than where it leads. Thankfully, I recently 
bought a smartphone, so now I have a GPS to show me 
which turns to take. The promise of a shortcut or detour, 
or instant gratification, pales in the fruition of proper 
effort. 

Life is not always a well-paved fast lane, and it’s not 
always a gravel road, but it’s always changing. From one 
end of the spectrum to another, it shouldn’t be surprising 
when life turns heaven to a living hell (although it often 
is). Life is dynamic, it will always be changing, for better 
or for worse. 

When I got accepted to the school of my dreams, 
that was a very nice moment with life going smoothly. 
When I got rejected from a summer research opportunity 
because the organizers lost my application, I was 
pretty disappointed, but life is both. I didn’t run around 
screaming about how horrible and unfair life was, and I 
didn’t bawl my eyes over it. An important recognition is 
that not everything will go smoothly, and also that not 
everything will go bad. 

When I cruise through life using these observations 
as a vehicle, I find that my trips go much more smoothly. 
It might not be a Lamborghini, but it’s comfortable. As 
much as I hate driving, driving with this sort of mentality 
makes it a bit more tolerable. 

A
memories, even if it was only for one year. 

makes it a bit more tolerable. you fi nd!

I could sit here and write about how much I regret 
not doing newspaper sooner. How every time 
the other senior editors brought up events from 
the previous years I longed to be a part of those 
memories. How I never really got to experience 
being a reporter for The Highlander because I 

was an editor my first and final year on staff, which ac-
tually isn’t a really such a tragedy, so forget I ever said 
that. Instead I will use this as an opportunity to look back 
on all of my memories in newspaper that were packed 
into this one year. 

Starting out, I had this idea that being an editor would 
be stressful and I would not have the time to write a 
story. On the contrary; it was something I came to enjoy. 
Of course it wasn’t easy; there were days when I was out 
looking for some piece of critical information before the 
plate deadline. Calculating word count was another story 
but, I got it down eventually. Back in October, I thought 
it was pretty neat that I was able to know the Homecom-
ing theme before most students. Thinking about that now 
makes me laugh because that was kind of childish of me, 
thinking I was keeping an important secret. I just thought 
being on The Highlander was the coolest thing ever. 

In contrast, most of my best memories of being on 
The Highlander were just ordinary moments. Coming 
to class and doing work that didn’t involve equations or 
ever changing guidelines with some of the most inter-
esting people was something I looked forward to very 
much.  It was the part of my A-day that was constant, 
because when you have Pre-calculus and College Eng-
lish on the same day, a class like newspaper is a great 
way to end the day. Not to mention there was popcorn in 
class, thanks to Mr. Rivas. Although I could never figure 
out how to use the microwave, which was probably older 
than me, and I would give up and just ask someone for 
help. I really think newspaper should take a class day to 
show newcomers just how to use that microwave. Any-
way, I at least can say I finally figured out how to micro-
wave popcorn in that old microwave before I left. Heating 
up food is another story. 

Honestly, if it had not been for the people in newspa-
per I don’t think I would have enjoyed it as much. Taking 
our pictures outside for the “little people” on page one 
was also different but fun. I honestly don’t know what we 
were trying to do on some of those poses. In addition, I 
wore the same sweater in the first two pictures, so even-
tually I just stopped wearing that sweater on A-days al-
together. My favorite picture was the one we were trying 
to do the Can-can, but most of us could barely keep our 
legs up. Luckily Andrew’s master Photoshop skills made 
us look like were not too crazy. Although I may not re-
member every conversation that took place in our class, 
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 ’ve been told to say goodbye to this place 
that’s been like a second home to me for the 
past four years and I’m not really sure how 
to start. I’ve had a love hate relationship with 
DDHS whether it was related to teachers, se-
curity gaurds, fellow classmates, or the things 

I was learning. I will miss this place and the people I 
leave behind, but at the same time this is such a sweet 
release, I’m ready to move on and start the next chapter 
of my life, whatever that may be.  

My senior year has been a pretty easy one. I had 
late arrival every day and early release every other. My 
A days consisted of no first period, AP english, TA, and 
the beloved newspaper. My B days were no first period, 
TA, economics/government, then I got to go home. To 
all of you slackers still attending, pass your classes! In 
the end it will help. You’ll barely spend anytime here 
your senior year, as long as you stay on track, but keep 
goofing around and you might just end up a super se-
nior.  Even though it was an easy year I will admit I 
slacked towards the end and gave up. I didnt think there 
was any reason to keep doing my work and then in the 
last two weeks had to bust out a ton of work to make 

sure I passed with a grade I was persoanlly happy 
with. Do not do this to yourselves. It’s unnecessary 
stress and not worth it.

For the underclassmen I leave you with just two 
words, although they are cliche and overused: “finish 
strong.”  I know that’s something you hear regularly, 
but I truly mean it. It’s easy to fall behind and not finish 
in the way you should, and that will sit with you forev-
er, always wishing you had tried harder or done more. 
Personally, I wish I would’ve gotten more involved dur-
ing my years here, been part of student council or ran 
for something, but all that is behind me now. Don’t let 
these years slip away from you because they truly do 
fly by. 

I’ve met friends and lost friends throughout my 
years here, but I am graduating next to two amazing 
girls that I can easily say are the best friends I’ve ever 
had and we are starting our futures together. Thanks 
to Douglas this is possible. Without this school I don’t 
think I would’ve met them. For the people still attend-
ing, this school offers a wide variety of people to meet, 
so dont just stick to your usual crowd. Hang out or talk 
to someone you normally wouldn’t. They might sur-
prise you. My friends are not people I would’ve seen 
myself being with ending my high school career, but I 
couldnt ask for anyone better or more understanding. 

I’m at the point where I’m not really sure what 
else can be said. Douglas has been a big part of my 
life. I didn’t come into the district until freshman year 
and came here a scared little freshy that didn’t know 
anyone, but now when I walk through the halls I hear 
my name called pretty frequently, followed by a hey or 
a question and I realize through the years I’ve made 
more friends in classes than I could possibly count, 
and now I’m walking out of here beside most of them. 
Some of these people I can say I was happily sur-
prised they’re finishing, and others I’ve expected, but 
either way we all go out as 1 the class of 2015! We 
did it, Guys! 

 

e were told to write a farewell column, 
which is this thing you are currently 
reading, but I feel kind of weird writing 
this as it was my fi rst, and last, year on 
The Highlander staff. It has been added 
to my list of regrets, not having joined 

earlier, but it was a pleasure to have been a part of the (very 
dorky) staff.

Maybe I can impose some words of wisdom upon any 
underclassmen reading this. One very important thing to 
remember; do not procrastinate. Just don’t do it. Don’t even 
think of doing it. Procrastinating, especially as a senior, will 
be the worst mistake any one could make. Too long of an 
exposure and everything starts to crumble and break apart, 
until it is too late to do anything. Do the homework as soon as 
possible. Also, become friends with your teachers. It may not 
be helpful advice, but they do a lot for their students, so it’s a 
nice thing to do, anyway.

Another thing, fi nd something that is enjoyable to do, but 

don’t overdo it. Join a club, play a sport, or fi nd an interesting 
class. They make the school year go by faster, and a whole 
lot more tolerable. It is also important to keep a balance 
between fun and school, so focusing too much on the fun 
may ruin school. Don’t be afraid to neglect your fun things 
for a little while to focus on school.

One thing I would have liked to have done is voice my 
genuine opinion on a few things about my high school career. 
Yell at the freshman in my foods class that they are being 
obnoxious and to get their hands out of my food. Tell my 
parents “Mamá, papá, lo siento que no pude haber sido el 
estudiante aplicada que ustedes querían. Y si puedia haber 
sido mejor, pero yo me hice fl ojo y no estudie mucho. Pero 
ya gradué y voy a echarle más ganas en el colegio.” And if 
you didn’t understand what I said, learn some Spanish. You 
are in the United States, after all. But these will just have 
to stay with me until the end. But I just said all of that, so 
nevermind I guess.

When I think of what is to come before “The Great 
Dispersal,” it gives me a twinge of panic. After high school, 
we are expected to become a normal functioning member 
of society and to question our existence. But truly thinking 
about the fi nal high school days I’ve realized the only reason 
that humans exist on this planet is to go through twelve 
years of school and be recognized with a piece of paper. 
Congratulations, society! We’ve won your little game. We’ve 
passed your precious test. So, take the road less traveled 
by or take a whole new road of your own. In fact, why are 
you taking a road? Go fi nd a sidewalk or nice hiking trail. 
I’m sure one of those would be more enjoyable. And you 
don’t even have to walk alone. If you can, take a pet or a 
few friends and make it a party. Well, as Monica said at the 
end of the fi rst episode of F•R•I•E•N•D•S., “welcome to the 
real world. It sucks. You’re gonna love it.” And it’s true. Life 
will try to throw challenges and obstacles at  every important 
life decision and crossroad. There will be times when giving 
up starts to sound like the best solution. But just know that 
it shouldn’t matter what you have decided to to. Follow your 
dreams, unless your dream is to do something evil, then 
give up on those dreams.

hroughout my four years of high 
school I have experienced such 
beautiful things. I have seen growth, 
change, and prosperity; I have seen 
failure and depression, weakness 
and fear. There was not a line defin-

ing when things will get easier or harder; every-
thing came suddenly and as a chain reaction of all 
the different choices I made. I learned who I truly 
am in the last couple years, which has allowed me 
to find myself in the place I am now. Troubled times 
hit me hard my senior year, forcing me to pull my-
self out of the deep hole I was in and work harder 
than I ever have before. Staying true to my spiritual 
side, though, I have tried to always stay positive 
and tell myself that there will be a time when I look 
back and am so very proud of the work I did. Suc-
cess comes from the little things we do, not from 
the amount of money we have nor the plethora of 
material things we may possess. Without the mo-
ments of soundless laughter, genuine smiles, sun-
ny car drives, and camping out under the stars, I 
would not be successful now. It is crucial to ap-
preciate what we are given by the world rather than 
by society, because when everything else is taken 
from us that is all we have. I spent much of my time 
this last year adventuring. I searched for answers 
by clearing my mind with nature, calming my heart, 
and using the positive energy to give me a feeling 
of reassurance. There will never be a way for me to 
express the amount of joy I am feeling at this point 
in my life, being able to reflect on the obstacles I 
have overcome, knowing that I am a better person 
than I was before. I made a huge focus of my years 
in high school to not try to change other people. 
The act of trying to change someone, trying to get 
them to act a certain way or feel a certain way, 
hurts my heart to think about just because I would 
never want that to happen to me, even though it 
does. There will always be something in the world 
we do not agree with, something we feel is un-
needed or offensive, things that we ourselves could 
never imagine doing or saying. The truth, though, 
that many people do not understand, which also is 
okay to not understand, is that this is all part of life. 
Without the bad we are unable to see the good, 
and our appreciation for everything is impossible 
to show. This world has given me so much. Years 
ago I would never stop and just appreciate a cloud 
going by or a bird in a tree...but now those are the 
things I live for. I have achieved so many of my 
goals and made so many of my dreams come true, 
and if it wasn’t for the world giving me its gifts to 
warm my soul and calm my mind I would not be 
able to say that. 
 I am blessed. We all are blessed. We are blessed 
to be able to see, to hear, to speak, to touch...and 
even if we cannot do all of these things we are still 
blessed to not see, to not hear, to not speak, and to 
not touch, because that is the beauty of the world. 
Good luck to everyone in their journey and I hope 
you all can find the beauty.

I



Drive, intensity, and the ability to remain focused through 
pure physical and mental exhaustion are qualities I never 
knew I had in me. Not that I intend to rely on my procras-
tination skills through college, but it is nice to know I have 
them handy. But in all seriousness, I am glad to have been 
immersed in an environment where I was compelled to do 
whatever I had to do, no matter what the cost, to perform 
well, and that is thanks to the amazing staff at David Doug-
las. Knowing that the teachers cared made me care in re-
turn.
 By far the greatest thing about David Douglas is its ex-
pansive list of extracurriculars. With plenty of support from 
the district and such a diverse student body, the amount 
of different clubs and other activities to get involved in are 
hard to beat. Some of my best memories are defi nitely with 
my time spent with the band program, volleyball team, and 
golf team. I spent so much time with these groups inside 
and outside of school that a lot of the other students in-
volved became like family. I appreciate the band directors 
and my coaches for all the time that they have put towards 
their programs and for the extra hours they spent one on 
one with me to help me become the best musician or ath-
lete I could be. Not only did these adults teach me about 
music or sports, but they also taught me a lot about grow-
ing as a person. Without their guidance, I would not be the 
person I am today nor the person I will become. I hope 
many of the friendships I made through band and sports 
will continue on past high school. I have shared countless 
side-aching laughs and great times with my peers in these 
activities. It was comforting to be surrounded by a group 
of students going through the exact same situation as me. 
We were all going through the same hardships and striving 
towards the same goals.
 Although I am more than ready to be out of high school 
and to begin the next stage of my life, I cannot help but feel 
slightly reluctant to leave a place that was such a large part 
of me for four years. I will always keep the good times and 
the bad times with me in hope that my academic and social 
experiences at David Douglas will help me throughout the 
rest of my life.

Staff Editorial
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“I’ve been answering so many questions 
the last four years. Now it’s time to ask 

myself the hardest ones.”

 Whether or not you 
believe us, we honestly 
tried to represent you, the 
student body, since day 
one.  We won’t bore you 
with platitudes about the 
hard work and sacrifi ce 
necessary in journalism. 
Let’s just say for the last 
four years we did our best.
 Contrary to what our 
readers may have sus-
pected, The Highlander 
did not on any occa-
sion accept bribes from 
Mr. Matthews to keep 
the DDHS ChimpanZoo 
chapter in the paper. We 
did, however, vacillate 
about printing a review of 
Mary Lambert’s “Secrets”  
after we were sent a press 
kit, complete with Mary 
Lambert posters and Mary 
Lambert sugar candies 

(they’re probably waiting 
until the second album to 
mail the Mary Lambert 
chap-stick).
 Then there were all 
those budget stories. Mon-
ey. Money. Money. Hope 
you read them because 
public education is in cri-
sis and most of you have 
at least two more years of 
public high school left. 
“Boring” is a bad word 
in journalism and those 
stories had to be done. 
Decisions always came 
down to our readers’ need 
to know certain truths. We 
tried our best.
 Now it’s time for us 
to part. We take with us 
over 25 Highlanders and 
a deep sense of humility 
only student journalists 
can understand. 

A

he last four years attending David Douglas 
has undoubtedly been the most infl uential 
experience in my life so far. I am glad to say 
that there are certain character traits I had 
as a freshman that have been nearly erased 
from my identity, as well as traits that I am 

overwhelmingly grateful to have gained throughout the 
years. I am thankful for the relationships I built with staff 
and students, and quite frankly, I am thankful for some of 
the relationships that did not last, because whether good 
or bad, all of my high school experiences have shown me 
what kind of person I want to be, which is more than I could 
ever ask for out of attending high school. 
 School put me through some pretty grueling workloads 
with homework on top of sports and other extracurricular 
activities. I remember the times of crying over math home-
work and the days I would not see my house from 6:30am 
when I left for jazz band until coming home at 10pm after 
a football game or wind ensemble rehearsal. I am pretty 
confi dent I can get through anything the world has to throw 
at me knowing that I pulled A’s on four essays I wrote in 
one all-nighter, and then attended jazz band at 6:50 that 
morning… and then went to volleyball practice after school. 
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fter my father died in 1998, my mother en-
tered a relationship with a man named 
Bennett, seven years her junior. He com-
peted for her favor like we were two years 
apart, not twenty; when she took me to see 
Home on the Range, he screamed like he’d 

caught her cheating. Susan told me to “be a man” and 
hit him. When he was atop her in the kitchen, slapping 
her and pulling her hair, I took my plastic lightsaber and 
struck his back as hard as a little boy could, but as she 
gave up custody (and had DHS place me in the care of 
her estranged high-school friend, whose family stole my 
birthday and Christmas presents behind my back and 
made my place on the autism spectrum into an excuse to 
hold a “retard Olympics” one night in the living room) and 
married Bennett, I guess the meth in his corner paid off.
 A decade later, I saw Paris, Texas, a fi lm that spoke to 
my feelings about Bennett and my mother so strongly that I 
spent two years writing about movies to prepare for a piece 
on it. I wasn’t ready two months ago, but since a regular ‘re-
fl ection’ bores me, I will try to reach some closure, and hope-
fully, to touch anyone with which my hang-ups resonate.
 Paris, Texas follows amnesiac Travis (Harry Dean 
Stanton) who, after four years of wandering across des-
erts, reunites with his son Hunter and leaves with him to 
fi nd Hunter’s mother. As this is a story of journeys, not 
destinations, like the road movies and Westerns it re-

calls, I’ve no qualms about revealing the ending: Tra-
vis fi nds Jane (Natassja Kinski) working at a striptease 
club, and reunites mother and son before leaving alone. 
You might think that’s a terrible ending. You might think 
that Travis makes a stupid decision: that he may as well 
have kidnapped Hunter; that Jane isn’t mother material; 
that Travis just ditches his son again. But I connect to this 
picture in more ways than my upbringing may suggest.
 I hated Bennett for years to extents that Freud would’ve 
had a fi eld day with. When I was 12, I vowed that if I ever did 
anything to make a woman feel uncomfortable, like he did 
to my mother, I would kill myself. Yet, after an incident two 
years later that’s not worth recounting, I had to accept that 
I didn’t have that kind of resolve; Yukio Mishima I wasn’t. 
So I grappled and grappled furiously with this cancer I had 
personifi ed as Bennett, this cancer that I had allowed to 
colonize my brain on the coattails of puberty, and tried and 
tried with self-loathing to extinguish the little Bennett that 
I could not afford to have enough inner peace to release.
 As Travis closes in on Jane, his memory returns. In the 
club, where a patron looks at the woman through a one-way 
mirror and talks by telephone, he tells Jane their story in third 
person. As she, suffocating from his jealousy and posses-
siveness, dreamed of escape attempts that always failed, 
he “tied a cowbell to her ankle” so that he could hear her if 
she actually tried. She muffl ed the bell with a sock one night, 
but when it fell out, and he awoke, he caught her and tied 
her by belt to the trailer stove. When Travis heard Jane and 
Hunter scream, he wished, for the fi rst time, that “he were 
far away…lost in a deep, vast country where nobody knew 
him”. When the trailer caught fi re, he ran until he found that 
place, and stayed. When Travis reunites mother and son 
back together, he leaves because he doesn’t trust himself.
 In Paris, Texas are echoes of the fantasies I held dear 
for years: of my mother leaving Bennett and returning for 
me on a white horse. The scene where Hunter sees Jane’s 
car as he keeps lookout, and starts yelling in his walkie-
talkie for Travis, snoozing in the truck, to wake up, brings 
me just a little bit closer to tears every time I see it. At 
the end of the day, though, I am as much Travis as I am 
Hunter, and that’s something I must live with. Thankfully, 
the movie that Wim Wenders made has, alongside the 
books of James Joyce and Søren Kierkegaard, the mu-
sic of Gustav Mahler and Miles Davis, the fi lms of Andrei 
Tarkovsky and Rainer Werner Fassbinder, and the com-
pany of classmates, helped to make such a life fulfi lling.



project so diffi cult was the fact that if 
I made a mistake, placed a fi nger in the 
wrong place on my paper or pressed too 
dark, I couldn’t go back. If we made a 
mistake, we were required to brainstorm 
to fi nd a way to create the illusion 
that the mistake belongs. This project 
defi nitely took more focus than any 
other project in the class. I have great 
control over my hands and materials I 
hold, so, have a bad habit of moving 
quickly through my art. The fi ngerprint 
portrait challenged me to go slow. I love 
all types of art, and I love performing 
all types of art. Out of all the different 
art types, cartooning will always be my 
#1. Cartooning is what I practiced all 
throughout my childhood, and I know 
now it’s what I want to do with my life. 
When I began taking the art classes at 
DDHS, I thought, “How is this going 
to help me with my dream? This has 
nothing to do with cartooning.” Now, I 
think differently. I now realize that it has 
all to do with cartooning. Art, although 
very different, is all connected to one 
another. If I hadn’t practiced real-life 
portraits, pastels, painting, scratchboard, 
and even the fi ngerprint portrait, I would 
not be as talented in art as I am today. 
All of this art takes precision, patience, 
steady-hands, and an open and creative 
mind. There is one teacher I want to 
thank for all of this, and that is Mrs. 
Lipscomb. Without her help, I don’t 
think I would have realized that this is 
what I am meant to do. She was there for 
me and my art since my freshman year, 
and I cannot thank her enough. Art is my 
inspiration, my motivation, and my life.

Wherefore art thou?
ASHLEY BOSSEN

guest writer

  Art has always been 
my inspiration to keep 
moving forward. Ever 
since I was two years 
old I have enjoyed art 

immensely. I would always attempt to 
test materials unfamiliar to me, such as 
clay, paint, ink, chalk, and always using 
the classic pencil. Throughout my years 
of practicing the fi ne arts, I’ve learned 
more at David Douglas High School 
than I have at any other time in my life. 
I began my freshman year believing all I 
was good at was drawing cartoons. Now, 
I have tested my abilities and understand 
what I am capable of. Out of all the types 
of art that are practiced in the General 
Art II class at DDHS, my favorite was 
the monochromatic landscape painting 
project. Monochromatic means “one 
color,” and landscape is the world 
we see around us. The project was a 
landscape painting of a single color of 
various values. The different values 
were essential to creating the shapes that 
make the mountains, trees, and anything 
else that might be in the picture. I had 
fun with this project because it took pre-
planning, focus, and paint is one of my 
favorite materials to work with. I didn’t 
have a project I disliked because I loved 
them all. However, the most diffi cult 
project of the class was the fi ngerprint 
self portrait. Looking at a dead-pan 
stare picture of ourselves, we had to 
create that on a 22x28 piece of paper 
with inky fi ngerprints. What made this 

JARED MATTOX 
guest writer

Yearbook’s
commitment
prevailed
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“Within the class 
we have artists, 
Student Council 

members, 
musicians, 

graphic 
designers, 
and people 

who want to be 
part of school 

activities...”

-Jared Mattox

Above:
“Fruit Pastel”
by Ashley Bossen

 Yearbook is a class where students are 
speci� cally selected by the teacher a� er 
submitting a short resume of why they 
should be in the class. One paragraph con-

sisted of the skills you are bringing into the class, the other, a 
paragraph for why you should be in this class. � is course is 
more of a job than it is a class, because you utilize skills that 
you have already obtained or learn on your own throughout 
the year, as opposed to being taught how to do each thing. 
Within this course the sta�  is expected to take pictures at 
many of the events, edit their own photos, and cra�  a page 
to re� ect the spirit of the design. At the beginning of the 
year we came to the consensus that the book was going to 
be a collection of separate memories, as opposed to one 
general theme. Each page is unique for a collection of many 
di� erent reasons, to name a few: the individual creating the 
page, the places that photos were able to be taken in each 
event, the photographer, the proofer’s suggestions, and all 
the creative ideas of how to overcome the problems that oc-
curred. As with any new technology there will be issues, and 
this year we got two new bits, the � rst were the Chrome-
books, and the second was switching to Walsworth Year-
book Online Design. Both worked well at the beginning. It 
took a little while to get settled into the program; we had the 
pages we needed assigned, and we got to work. Sometime in 
late February / early March, though, the program stopped 
working on the Chromebooks. � is was a severe drawback, 
because we only have three computers in the Yearbook 
classroom that weren’t Chromebooks. We overcame this 
problem by working with the Newspaper computers, and 
having tasks divided up between the computers. Within the 
class we have artists, student council members, musicians, 
graphic designers, and people who want to be part of school 
activities, but the thing they all have in common is a desire 
to preserve their high school experience. � e future of year-
book will mainly be determined by the students who make 
up the class, if they decide to be really involved with events, 
or if they decide to have the least impact to capture more 
natural moments. Either way, it requires a lot of energy and 
patience to get exactly what is needed. 
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ELIZABETH
• Loves to run and 

read
• Oregon native
• In love with Julian 

Casablancas
• Favorite food is 

pasta

TESSA 
• Doesn’t play well with 

others
• Loves McDonald’s 

sweet tea
• Listens to old people 

music
• Wants to marry James 

Bond

ANDREW
• Sleeps in jeans
• Only has 7 changes of clothes
• Photoshop Wizard
• Always brings his own lunch
• Doesn’t listen to music, watch 

TV, or watch movies

ELLI
• Hates chocolate
• Has seen all 16 seasons of Law 

and Order SVU
• Favorite place to visit is retirement 

centers

KAREN
• Binge watched ten 

seasons of Friends 
in a month.

• Addicted to Netfl ix

LAUREN
• Loves to drink tea
• Always in work-

out clothes
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CAMEREN
• Loves to read diffi -

cult books
• Film is his life
• Loves both Coke and 

Pepsi
• Has a birthmark that 

people think is a 
mole

• Plays video games 
but won’t always 
admit it

ALEXIS
• Has 2 cats, Thor & 

Castiel
• Addicted to Starbucks
• Super crafty
• Loves Supernatural

ANDREW
• Sleeps in jeans
• Only has 7 changes of clothes
• Photoshop Wizard
• Always brings his own lunch
• Doesn’t listen to music, watch 

TV, or watch movies

ELLI
• Hates chocolate
• Has seen all 16 seasons of Law 

and Order SVU
• Favorite place to visit is retirement 

centers
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COLE YOUNGER
guest writer

CLARISSE CATUNGAL
guest writer

“I found myself 
biting my lip 

and clenching 
my hands into 

very tight fists to 
stop them from 

trembling.”

-Clarisse Catungal

‘We were down 1-0 with 2 outs’

What’s a little blood,
sweat, and—skin?

One
foot at
a time

ANAHI SEGOVIA
guest writer

My fi rst memory 
of baseball was in 
t-ball. “Cole, quit 
checking your cup,” 
from my parents! I 

thought I was destined to be a baseball 
player because I’m a distant relative 
to Mark McGwire. Yes, the Mark 
McGwire who played for the Oakland 
A’s and the St. Louis Cardinals in the 
MLB. I’ve played for the Cardinals in 
grade school, the Red Sox in middle 
school (by the way my favorite player 
is Dustin Pedroia), and the coveted 
David Douglas Scots in high school, 
home of John Jaha, who my mom went 
to high school with back in the 80s.

I looked up to the Tomiak brothers, 
Koza, and Isaias Zerufael. My time at 
David Douglas as a baseball player has 
been one of the best memories I have 
of high school. I have some of my best 

Coming out every 
season for the past four 
years underneath the 
blistering summer sun, 

weeks before school started, combined with 
the endless laps around the track (and let’s 
not forget about those horrendous tan lines) 
makes one question their own sanity. But 
that’s exactly what the girls’ soccer team 
did every year to prepare for the upcoming 
season. 

Soccer is a mix of constant, 
arduous sprinting and jogging, thus 
making conditioning and technique key 
components to having a successful season. 
It’s a serious and brutal game, meaning that 
other players will most likely be itching 
for a chance to take you out if you’re in 
possession of the ball. But that’s what 
makes this game so thrilling. It fi lls you to 
the brim with adrenaline.

What every soccer players needs to 
get through the hell known as conditioning 
week and tryouts is a team. To put it into 
perspective, these girls are also running 
the same amount as one, and it’s not very 
enjoyable to push the limits of the body 
to the breaking point. But the pain is just 
a small price to pay for having a fantastic 
team, even if  we had disagreements.

Looking back at my years on the 
team, we came a long way from when I 
started my freshman year. This season we 
accomplished a top 10 state ranking and 
a six game winning streak. It’s something 
oddly pleasant to watch the girls’ soccer 
program spread and make a name for itself 
around. Of course, everything comes to end 
and it’s extremely rewarding to watch the 
future varsity players step up to take their 
roles as leaders on the team and in their 
community. As graduating seniors, it’s our 
job to teach, as well as learn, from them, 
and now that it’s fi nally time to give up 
our spots on the team for the future. We are 
fi lled with regrets and memories.

friends on the fi eld, who have my back no 
matter what the issue is. Some of us have 
played together since grade school. You 
know who you are. Being part of a team 
sport is one of the most rewarding things 
you can experience. It’s a brotherhood. I 
have made long lasting friendships that I 
know will grow from my experience as 
a Scotsman. I’ve met others along these 
long journeys who were teammates that I 
valued, learned from, and respected. I’ve 
met three different head coaches who 
have taught me the essentials of the game 
that I love. I wanted to play the game as 
it was meant to be played.

So far, my fondest memory from 
senior year was our tournament win 
against Glencoe at Hops Stadium. We 
were down 1-0 with 2 outs. Brock Jackson 
was on fi rst. I was up with the tying run 
a hit away. I took the fi rst fastball to right 
center fi eld, sending Brock home and me 
to third base with a triple. The game was 
tied 1-1. Sean Moore was up to bat and 
hit a sky ball that was lost in the lights. 

That sent me home to win the game, 
2-1!  I’m not going to lie; it was a 
great feeling. The rush of emotions I 
felt as the crowd was yelling, “Nice 
hit! Go Scots!” and my  teammates 
and coaches high fi ving me. It was a 
good feeling. I recommend it.

As I’m writing this article for The 
Highlander, I’m listening to the 2015 
NFL draft. I just heard that former 
Scotsman, class of 2010, Owamagbe 
Odighizuwa was drafted to the former 
Super Bowl champions, the New 
York Giants. I’m sure at some point 
in his high school years he dreamed 
of this exact moment. He now plays 
on a professional football team by 
learning from his experiences and 
his dedication to his sport. That’s 
amazing to me. I’m truly happy for 
his achievement and believe that any 
of you underclassmen have that same 
chance, if you work hard and set your 
mind to it. He did it. I hope to one day 
do it. You can too.

   I found myself 
biting my lip and 
clenching my hands 
into very tight fi sts 
to stop them from 

trembling. Walking on the dance fl oor, 
my heart started racing as the captain 
said with a rhythm, “Left, left, left, 
right, left.” We got into our spots, 
waiting... I took a deep breath, and the 
music started its fi rst beats.
 I came to the fi rst day of tryouts 
without any dance background. I 
was intimidated by other girls with 
excellent dance techniques. However, 
I realized that it wasn’t all about being 
the best, but it’s all about doing your 
best as a dancer. I have been part of the 
Tams Dance Team since my sophomore 
year, and I must say that those three 
years have been my most memorable 
years throughout high school. Dance 
team became my second home, where 
I met those who would be my closest 
friends and shared countless memories. 
A bond was created that can never be 
broken regardless of how far each 
graduate travels to pursue her dreams.

 Just like any other team, we have 
been through good and bad times, 
and we cried and laughed together. 
We appreciated all the positive things 
that came our way and we never let 
the negatives drag us down. Instead, 
we learned from them and were 
motivated to work harder. All my life, 
this team has taught me perseverance, 
determination, how to reach towards 
a goal, and how to work as a team. 
Also, it has taught me about having 
true passion, to know what it truly 
means to love what you do. But most 
importantly, dance taught me to be 
confi dent and to believe in myself 
and my abilities. With dedication and 
motivation, this team has fought hard 
the entire season. There were practices 
where we endured sweat, tears, and 
even blood from cracked toenails and 
peeled off skin! In spite of this, our 
hard work paid off, earning two 2nd 
place trophies in our fall contemporary 
routine. The team also went to state 
with a 5th place trophy with our theme 
“Meant to Be” and landed in 7th place 
at state in March. Although no state 
titles were won, we ran off the dance 
fl oor with no regrets because we knew 
in our hearts that we did our very best!
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Running through pain and exhaustion and limits
AUDREY SAYLER

guest writer

I remember 
running track in 
eighth grade and 
wondering what high 
school track was like. 

The longest race for distance runners in 
middle school track was the 1200, a race 
that consisted of three laps. But I wanted 
to go much farther and achieve much 
more.  I was really curious how long the 
distance races were for high school track 
at DDHS. And I wanted to know what 
it would be like to be on an actual high 
school track team.

“...sometimes 
you have to push 

yourself out of 
your comfort 

zone in order to 
achieve greater 

success.”

-Audrey 
Sayler

“I’m very proud to say 
that our girls’ team won 
every single seasonal 
dual meet.” -Alana Pham

Strong swimmers, strong legacy
the boys had a tougher season, two 
boys were able to join the two girls 
at state and finished strong. This 
year specifically, the boys and girls 
swim team received a number of 
brand new swimmers, all of whom 
did a wonderful job at practice every 
day and kept up a consistent effort 
when competing. Our new swimmers 
really helped the team maintain 
our winning streak. I was so proud 
of my team this season, but I was 
especially impressed with the level 
of commitment that everyone put in. 
I can only hope that the future girls 
of the David Douglas swim team will 
be able to carry on the legacy that 
has been built. 

Because of our new aquatics 
facility this year, there was certainly 
a sense of excitement and energy. 
As a team, we were excited to begin 
a new era in Scots swimming. We 
wished to uphold the same type 
of excellence that all the great 
swimmers who came before us had  
achieved. I feel that this new pool is 
a chance for current and future Scots 
swimmers to create a new legacy. 
It was very bittersweet to have 
my swimming career end this past 
winter, but I was honored to have 
been able to serve as team captain. 
I’m looking forward to seeing what 
the future will bring for the DDHS 
swimming program and I’m excited 
to see the success our swimmers will 
have next year! 

ALANA PHAM
guest writer

When I started 
swimming in the 5th 
grade, I never thought 
that I’d be doing it for 
the next eight years 

of my life. The sport of swimming 
is definitely a challenging one, but 
once you’ve committed to it, it’s even 
more challenging to walk away. I’ve 
learned many valuable lessons from 
swimming, both in and out of the 
water. A majority of these lessons have 
come from my long time coach, Jim 
Bowe. Jim has been such a great role 
model and mentor to me, as well as 
my teammates. I admire Jim so much 
for his passion and dedication to the 
sport of swimming. What is even more 
notable is how much Jim emphasizes 
the importance of developing the life 
skills that will allow swimmers to 
become successful individuals beyond 
the pool.

Looking back on my four years 
as a David Douglas swimmer, I’m 
very proud to say that our girls team 
has won every single seasonal dual 
meet. Not to mention, we’ve also been 
district champions for the past eight 
years. No other DDHS sports team can 
say that, so I’m very honored that I 
can. This past winter, the girls had a 
great season and sent two swimmers 
to state in individual events along 
with all four of our relays. Although 

So, my freshman year I decided to register 
to be on the track team. I remember feeling 
really nervous on the fi rst day of practice, 
because I was a freshman and didn’t really 
know what to expect for high school track. 
But after the fi rst couple of days of practice I 
had a better understanding of what it was like, 
and what the workouts were like. Some of the 
workouts were really hard and intense in the 
beginning, but I got used to them and I didn’t 
really mind.

Going to track practice and running, after 
a long day of school, helped me forget about 
some of the small stresses in life. And I feel 
that choosing to be a long distance runner is 
probably one of the best decisions I have made 
in my life. Not only because of the physical 

challenge.  It’s because right when I begin 
running, in that moment I’m somewhere else.  
My heart and mind are at peace, because the 
only thing I’m really thinking about when I run 
is the journey to get there, to get to the fi nish 
line, and get there as fast as I can at a strong 
pace. It is also because of the friendships I 
have formed with my teammates and the 
support we give each other during workouts 
and meets.

 Through track I’ve learned that I can 
keep going, keep running and pushing myself 
through the pain and exhaustion, long after I 
think I’ve reached my limit. In this way, track 
has been a major part of my life, and has 
shaped me into the person I am. Running on 
the track team has given me more confi dence 

in myself. I’m not the same person I was 
four years ago, when I was a really shy 
and scared freshman. Track was an outlet 
for me and I met some really wonderful 
people through the years from being on 
the team.  If there is anything track has 
taught me, it’s that sometimes you have 
to push yourself out of your comfort 
zone in order to achieve greater success. 
And once you do that, then you gain 
more confi dence in who you are, and 
you become a stronger person through 
the obstacles you had to face along the 
journey to success. One last thing, Mr. 
Cross is the best cross country and track 
coach. He never gave up on us and he 
always believed in us.
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“Victory is where 
preparation meets 
opportunity.”

Boys’ Golf Coach
Tyler 
Satterthwaite

B a s k e t b a l l 
has played a very 
influential role in my 
life. I began playing 
when I was four years 

old. Ever since I moved into the district 
in third grade I fell in love with David 
Douglas basketball. I attended every 
single summer basketball camp the 
Scots held, and every game that my 
mom would take me to. I went to bed 
each night after those games laying 
in my bed holding my basketball just 
dreaming of one day being able to put 
on that jersey and represent David 
Douglas on the basketball court. 
Trying out for the varsity team my 
sophomore year was one of the most 
nerve wracking experiences I had ever 
gone through. Making the team that 
year was a huge accomplishment, and 

that’s when my dream came true of 
being able to  play varsity ball for 
the Scots. All three seasons of varsity 
basketball hold a special place in my 
heart, and I can recall every detail 
from each season. Through the years, 
my senior season (2014-15) was the 
most memorable. Never have I had 
the chance to play on such a talented 
and successful team. 

With ten seniors and two juniors 
we had probably the most experienced 
team David Douglas has ever had. 
The team chemistry was off the 
charts. It felt like a brotherhood. We 
began the season on a tear, starting 
out 12-0, the longest winning streak 
David Douglas has ever had. The 
regular season ended with the Scots 
(20-4) taking second in the standings 
for the Mt. Hood Conference. For 
League Honors I, Hunter Davis 
received Honorable Mention; Dwight 
“Daddy” Dew received Second Team 

Honors; Charles “Ball is Life” Jones 
received First Team Honors and 
was voted for Mt. Hood Conference 
Player of the Year. Lastly, coach Chad 
Reeves was voted MHC Coach of the 
Year. In the playoffs we lost in the 
second round of the state tourney, 
bringing our record to 21-5.

 One thing that made this season 
so special was the fan base we had. 
Some of those home games it got so 
loud I couldn’t hear myself think on 
the  court. One special part of our fans 
had to be all the theme nights they 
put on for the games: ESPN Night, 
Frat Night, and Pool Party Night. All 
of it was so much fun to be apart of. 
We also enjoyed our fans’ mobility. 
Some of those away games during 
league play felt like home games 
when our fans just blew away the 
opposing student section. It was truly 
a memorable season that none of us 
will ever forget.

Boys’ basketball had memorable season
HUNTER WEIGANT

guest writer

EVA WONG
guest writer

Cheer leads to bright future

“To Tessa Meyer, 
Celina Vidos, and 
Shelby Ober-
mann:  Thank you 
for a great senior 
season and ca-
reer. Best of Luck 
to you in your 
college careers. 
Thank you for 
your commitment 
to getting bet-
ter.  ‘Whether you 
think you CAN or 
CAN’T—YOU ARE 
RIGHT!’”

-Girls’ Golf Coach
Tim Hurley

“Thank you to 
all of you for all 
you have done 
for all of us and 
especially each 
other. Remember 
to always smile 
because it hap-
pened rather than 
to cry because it’s 
over and you can 
all look forward to 
a new and exciting 
future...just never 
forget where you 
came from!”

-Football Coach
Dan Wood

  I began my cheerleading 
c areer towards the end of my 
8th grade year when freshman 
cheer tryouts started. I had 
never once been exposed to 

the life of cheer until this day; I never even went 
to a cheer clinic! My good friend, Amber Penner, 
was the one who convinced me to tryout with 
her. So, tryout with her I did, and surprisingly I 
made the JV cheer team as a freshman! I had no 
tumbling skills whatsoever. I couldn’t even do a 
forward roll (summersault) leads to save my life. 
The only tumbling skill I could decently execute 
was a left cartwheel…and it wasn’t even a great 
one.
 My fi rst year on the JV cheer team was one 
to remember. There were 14 girls on the team, all 
who barely knew one another, so you can imagine 
the drama. I’m pretty sure that was the worst 
coaching year for our coach, too. I’m convinced 
she hated us (she didn’t get us competition 
shirts—it was that serious). It wasn’t exactly the 
best experience one could have for their fi rst year 
of cheering, but something about the sport pulled 
me in. It might be the self-fulfi llment I achieved 
whenever I hit a new stunt, or the feeling I got 
after landing my backhand spring for the very 
fi rst time, and then again the next time, or maybe 
it was the adrenaline rush I got from competing, 
and the same feeling after for getting called 
second place at our competitions. Despite the 

horrible chemistry of the team my freshman 
year, my love for the sport engulfed me. I knew 
cheerleading was something I wanted to pursue, 
and the next thing I knew, I was trying out for 
the varsity team as a sophomore.
 Cheerleading was always there for me, no 
matter what. It was the one constant in my life 
I could depend on to keep me sane. I sprained 
my ankle for the fi rst time my sophomore year...
and then sprained my other ankle not too long 
after…and sprained both my ankles once more 
the year after…and also got my fi rst concussion 
from cheer.  I had weak wrists from tumbling, so 
I wore two wrist braces and two ankle braces for 
a decent amount of time; I can’t even imagine 
how silly I looked. These injuries may have 
made someone quit, or ease up on themselves 
during practice, but I was never like that. I 
always wanted to try harder and be the best I 
could be. That’s what I liked about cheer, too. I 
was always pushing myself to be a better athlete. 
Throughout my four years, I can see all the skills 
I gained through my perseverance. I know my 
hard work hasn’t gone to waste, because now I 
work for a huge cheerleading company called 
the National Cheerleader’s Association and I 
cheer with some of the most skilled cheerleaders 
on a team for Oregon State. I hope one day I will 
be able to stunt on a team for the Trail Blazers, 
but that will take a little more time and practice. 
I can’t thank my coaches enough for teaching 
me everything I know and molding me into the 
cheerleader I am today. Without their help, my 
love for the sport would not be the same.

“Seniors, remem-
ber the work and 
dedication you 
put in as a high 
school athlete will 
prepare you to 
be a successful 
in whatever path 
you choose to 
take.  The legacy 
of what type of 
person you are 
will far outlast 
your legacy as an 
athlete.”

-Swim Coach
Jim Bowe

.

 Sports

“That’s 
what I 
liked 
about 
cheer, 

too; I was 
always 

pushing 
myself to 

be a better 
athlete.” 

-Eva 
Wong 
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TJ RUCKER
guest writer

Volleyball fought through competition
ASHLEY CARLBERG

guest writer 

“No matter the 
diffi culty of our 
competition, 
we always kept 
the morale 
and energy 
of a team 
driving towards 
victory.”
-Ashley 
Carlberg

Softball taught valuable lessons

  When someone says 
the word “family,” 
most people think of 
their mom, dad, or 
siblings. I think of the 

11 girls by my side on the volleyball 
court that shared three  months, 
tirelessly striving toward one common 
goal. Contributing to David Douglas 
varsity volleyball team for the past 
three years as Libero, or a defensive 
specialist, has been one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my life. No 
matter the difficulty of our competition, 
we always kept the morale and energy 
of a team driving towards victory. 
 On the last night of our season, 
the Lady Scots battled the Oregon 
City Pioneers. Oregon City led 2-0 

and only needed to triumph in a single 
match of 25 points to end our season. 
With severe determination, we dove 
to the floor for every slammed hit, 
tip, or serve receive. We managed to 
persevere, tying the game 2-2. The 
Scots climbed our way out of what 
seemed like a labyrinth of losses to 
one glorious rivalry. One match to 15 
proved difficult to determine a victor, 
as the final match continued 15-16. 
Not holding back an ounce of strength, 
our hitters slammed every perfect 
set, delivered by Caitlyn Nguyen, 
plummeting down at Oregon City’s 
passers. Our determination should 
have provided us with a win, but one 
small error ended our journey early. 
We had lost on Senior Night by two 
points in overtime and were thereby 
eliminated from competing at State. 
Realizing we craved the competition 

as much as the victories, we understood 
defeats and life lessons are incorporated 
into such a vigorous and gratifying 
sport. The eight of us seniors, including 
Nahshonia Zerufael, Jocie Hudecek, 
Kyra Conway, Shelby Obermann, Tessa 
Meyer, Haley Wolcott, KeeKee Harden, 
and me, were quite content with the 
finalization of our involvement in the 
varsity volleyball program. Proud and 
overcome with emotion, I admired my 
feisty team and our courage. Following 
the intense rivalry, Shelby Obermann and 
I were selected by coach  Janeen Rainey 
as MVPs for the 2014 Mount Hood 
Conference. I was awarded Honorable 
Mention as a Libero, Gennah Schoen 
awarded 2nd Team and Nahshonia 
Zerufael 1st Team. Concluding the 
season, coach Rainey commented, “This 
has been the most enthusiastic, talented 
group of girls I’ve ever coached!” 

A lot of people 
take for granted being 
on a sports team by 
only utilizing it for 
athletic purposes. 

However, in my four years of playing 
softball at David Douglas I have 
received way more than just physical 
skills. I have learned to be a better 
athlete mentally, a great teammate, and 
a better leader. 

Eighth grade and freshman year I 
was horrible, and I am not ashamed to 
admit it. I was quiet, confused, and not a 
good leader at all. For those two years I 
actually hated playing softball and kept 
playing because I didn’t want to hurt my 
father’s feelings. However, I knew that 
if I was going to play, I didn’t want to 
sit on the bench for the rest of my high 
school career. So, during the summer of 
my freshman year I got a hitting coach, 
and started taking weight lifting and 
sprint training classes with a personal 
trainer.  As I got better at the game and 
started understanding where to go with 
the ball, I found the position I loved 
most: outfi eld.

 During my sophomore year, I 
believe that was the best team we have 
had in my high school year to date. We 
had Paige Martin, Tess Kuel, Markayla 
Shattuck, and Kristen Lafontaine. All 
the crucial positions were fi eld. What is 
funny, however, is that I don’t remember 
the score of the games we played or 
even the great knowledge these upper 
classmen had given to me. I remember 
that they played the game well, and that 
even though they had a bunch of stuff 

going on in their personal lives, they 
were triumphant and beautiful people. 
They didn’t let their worries show. 
I praise them for being phenomenal 
women, able to let go of what they were 
going through and focus on their futures.  

Softball at David Douglas is a safe 
haven. My coaches have treated me and 
my teammates like their own daughters. 
I will never forget coach Heath and 
coach Kelsey because they have shaped 
me into the woman I am today. They 
don’t want you to just be a better athlete 
or softball player; they want you to 
become phenomenal, classy women just 
like the previous softball women. By 
them pushing me to get better, I have 
become a better leader who is able to 
take criticism and use it to my advantage. 
By them pushing me to be better, I have 
gained courage, drive,  and honesty. 

My college coaches loved my drive 
and, I like to think, that is my specialty. 
When I leave this year I don’t want 
people to remember how good I was 
at softball; that would be a bonus, but 
that’s not the point. I want to be known 
for having a great attitude. I want to be 
known as the woman who gave it her all.  
I want to be known as the teammate who 
anyone can go to for anything. 

I had to go through four years of 
athletics to just now realize that being 
on a sports team isn’t about being 
the best or winning the most awards. 
When I’m done playing softball I won’t 
remember the teams I played or the 
plays I made. However, I will always 
remember the teams I have been on and 
the relationships that have come from 
them. 

My team is my family and I will 
never forget family. 

“I will always remember the 
teams I have been on and the 
relationships that have come 
from them.”
-TJ Rucker



Symphony inspired
to reach new heights
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Student Council like second family
KYRA CONWAY

guest writer

“Exhausted, 
delirious, 
caffeine-deprived, 
the group warms 
up, they tune, 
they play...”
-Oswald Huynh

“We assisted in 
creating almost 

every school 
event and 

volunteered at 
as many events 

as possible.”
-Kyra Conway

OSWALD HUYNH
guest writer

  One week before 
winter break every 
year, members of the 
Wind Ensemble and 
Symphonic Strings 

assemble at 6:50 AM to begin working 
on music for Symphony. Exhausted, 
delirious, and caffeine-deprived, the 
group warms up, they tune, they play. 
Over the past four years, the Symphony 
has played the works of great composers 
such as Jean Sibelius, Franz von Suppé, 
and Ludwig van Beethoven. The pieces 
we have done ranged from melancholy 
to exciting to tranquil, and compared 
to some other schools, we prepare our 
pieces in a much shorter time span. But 
under the direction of Jennifer Brooks-
Muller and Michelle Lindberg, the 
David Douglas High School Symphony 
Orchestra has placed third and second 
twice at the State competition since 

the Class of 2015 entered. Once again, 
the Symphony has qualifi ed and been 
selected to participate at State where we 
attempted to produce beautiful sounds 
that hopefully pleased a few critical ears. 
Having participated in the Symphony for 
all four years of my high school career, 
I can say that participating in this group 
has been one of the most fulfi lling and 
enriching experiences in these past four 
years. Although I am not a morning 
person, I look forward to the Monday 
before winter break each year to read 
the musical literature that I can only be 
grateful to be playing. When I look back 
at these past four years, I just now realize 
how much my peers and I have grown as 
musicians, and it is incredible to think 
that we have come so far in a relatively 
short period of time. This year at State the 
symphony performed the 1st Movement 
of Beethoven’s Symphony 1, and Albert 
Oliver Davis’s arrangement of Brahm’s 
Blessed Are They, and von Suppé’s Pique 
Dame.

    Although this was only my second year 
on Student Council, all of my fellow 
council and ASB members became like 
a second family. Every student on the 
council was infl uential on my life and 

helped me grow as a student, a person, and as a leader. 
Many people don’t understand everything we did in student 
government class, and that’s okay. We assisted in creating 
almost every school event and volunteered at as many 
events possible.
  The underclassmen offi cers focused and learned 
about historical leadership fi gures and did a lot of “dirty 
work”—literally. They picked up garbage around campus 
and worked with the police offi cers and the S.W.A.G club 
to paint over graffi ti in the neighborhood. Last year as a 
junior, and this year, as ASB President, I was given the 

opportunity to do these tasks and learned the importance 
of community. 
 With the senior Student Council class and ASB 
members, we were given a phenomenal opportunity to 
work with a philanthropic organization called Community 
101. With Community 101, we were given $5,000 to 
donate to non-profi ts in our area that we believed would 
be the most benefi cial.  Through this we learned a lot about 
our own community and the struggles that lie within it. 
 It was crazy to think my experience in this class and 
on ASB was coming to an end. But the one piece and 
cornerstone to this madness of a class, that nobody could 
forget, is Mr. Wadsworth. Wadsworth was, without a 
doubt, the most signifi cant teacher, mentor, and inspiration 
in my entire high school career. Holding each and every 
student accountable for their actions, loving his students 
like family, and teaching us the power of integrity and 
perseverance, he is a man I will never forget and will 
thank for every accomplishment to come my way. 
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Orchestral harmony went beyond stage

MEGAN CARONTO
guest writer

Jazz Band left
soulful memories

With sacrifi ce there 
is reward. Having to be 
at school at 6:50 every 
morning sounds horrible 
to most teenagers, but 

the experience is worth the lack of sleep. 
Not only do these ensembles improve 
skill, but it also provides a home to express 
yourself through music. Soulful ballads 
that pull your heartstrings, hilarious bad 
jazz sight reading and addictive melodies 
let you experience something that no 
amount of money can buy.

I remember when I was a freshman 
at the fi rst day of jazz auditions for 
placement and played a warm up called 
“Swing Rhythms”. I went home and 
practiced that little piece until I was 
exhausted. The following morning I was 
eager to show everyone how well I could 
play so I volunteered to play after all of 
the other confi dent musicians. I stood up, 
Mrs. Muller counted me off and I was 
horrifi ed to hear the fi rst note I played was 
so bad and loud that it ricocheted off the 
wall and slapped me in the face on the 
way back. After struggling through the 
rest of the piece I sat down and started 
crying like a little girl. I thought I had 
embarrassed myself, my older brother 
who was standing 10 feet away and the 
reputation of my professional musician 
father. I hung my head in shame and curled 
up in my chair, trying to wipe away my 

tears. Mrs. Muller walked up to me and 
said, “It’s okay, Honey. You did great. Just 
try again tomorrow.” 

The band room has become a home 
and the Mullers have become our (more 
entertaining) parents, telling stories, 
sharing life lessons, teaching us things 
far beyond what they are required to and 
always pushing us to exceed what we 
limit ourselves to. You can’t fi nd their 
genuine hopefulness and excitement for 
you to succeed anywhere else. One of the 
most memorable moments of my time in 
jazz was two years ago at the Clackamas 
Community College competition where 
we got fi rst place. I had a solo in a piece 
called “Sweet Georgia Brown” and, oh 
my goodness, that tempo was too fast 
for my underdeveloped skill on the tenor 
saxophone. Mrs. Muller never gave up on 
me, though. I fl ubbed and tripped all over 
my notes that entire solo, but the whole 
time she just looked at me and smiled as 
if to say, “It’s okay, Honey. You did great. 
Just try again tomorrow.”

I can’t begin to thank the Mullers 
enough for providing irreplaceable 
memories and a place where 100% isn’t 
based on answers you write down on a 
piece of paper, but how much effort you 
give. Jazz Band will be one of the two 
things many others and I will miss the 
most about high school. Until the last day, 
though, I couldn’t wait to sit in my chair 
at 6:50 in the morning, surrounded by my 
closest friends and make some darn good 
music.

In the last four years, orchestra 
has been an amazing experience 
where I got to know a variety of 
people who enjoy music. Being in 
orchestra has allowed me to make 

several friends and become part of a close-knit group 
where everyone is looking out for each other. Everyone 
in orchestra is extremely supportive of each other and 
they help each other learn the music, study for tests, 
or give advice and insight on what they should take. 
Every year we go to orchestra competitions and have 
been very successful and received state qualifying 
scores because of our hard work and dedication. 
Without working together and supporting each other, 
we would not have been successful.

Also, my experience with orchestra has taught 
me leadership and brought me out of my shell. I have 

been concertmaster for three years and led sectionals 
and learned to work with my peers. Originally, I shied 
away from speaking 
in public and could 
barely speak out 
loud in front of a 
crowd of people. 
Now, I can be put 
on the spot and 
demonstrate an 
excerpt from our 
music or technique 
in front of the 
class and lead the 
ensemble without the conductor. Being in orchestra 
has allowed me to develop as a person and overcome a 
signifi cant challenge. 

In middle school, I wasn’t sure if I could be involved 
in orchestra because I thought I would be busy with 
homework, clubs, and activities. Instead, I found that being 

involved in several activities was very manageable 
for me. I could be in the pit for the school musical, 

go to All-State 
Orchestra or compete 
at solo contest while 
taking AP, honors, 
advanced classes and 
being involved with 
the Garden Club and 
Food Pantry after 
school. Now, I am 
glad that I decided 
to continue to play 
the violin because 

in continuing to do so, I gained time-management 
skills, got over my fear of public speaking, and 
met some really amazing people in the process. 
Orchestra has been an enjoyable experience that I 
will always remember fondly after I graduate from 
David Douglas.

“Everyone in orchestra is 
extremely supportive of each 
other and they help each other 
learn the music...”
    -Allan Zheng

ALLAN ZHENG
guest writer



“I chose Eastern because not only does it feel like 
home, but it’s also about the same size as the ever 

famous David Douglas High School, home of the 
Scots.” Jasmine Hanna

Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon

Portland State University
Portland, Oregon

Eastern Oregon University
La Grande, Oregon

“I chose to go to Portland Community Col-
lege because it is close to home and work, 

therefore it would be an easy place to knock 
out my pre-recs.”  Jenelle Higgins

Portland Community College
Portland, OR

U.S. Air Force

“I want to serve my country and protect my 
loved ones.” Nick Shelley

“OSU is the place to let my dream come true.”

Jia “Karmen” Cao
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“I choose PSU because it has an amazing pre-
medicine program. It provides opportunities 
to get involved with Oregon Health and Sci-

ences University, where I hope to attend medi-
cal school.”  Stephanie Anderson 

Universal Technical 
Institute Phoenix
Phoenix, Arizona

MHCC
Gresham, Oregon   
“I’m interested in Mt. Hood because of its great 

track record amongst my peers, and I’m look-
ing forward to getting a good education while 

at the same time enjoying myself.”  
Jesse Brown

Linfield College
 McMinnville, Oregon

“I chose to go to Linfi eld College because it 
seems like one of the best schools for nursing. 

It has classes for becoming a RN, 
which is what I want to do.” Talyah Smith

Seattle Pacific University 
Seattle, Washington

“I chose SPU because of its strong Health 
Sciences program, small class sizes, and the 
wonderful professors and friendly students I 

met there. I also love the city of Seattle.”
      Larissa Schuermyer

University of Mary
Bismarck, North Dakota

“Having an opportunity to pursue a dream of 
playing softball at the college level is going to 

come true at U of Mary.”  Tiara Champ

Brigham Young University
Rexburg, Idaho

“I choose to go to BYU-I because it is going to 
be a spiritually uplifting environment.”

Nachelle Quiding-Schultz 

Fashion Institute of
Design & Merchandising
Los Angeles, California

“I am seeking a self fulfi lling life and career, 
and I believe following my passions will help 

me achieve that.”  Angel Lin

Western Oregon University
Monmouth, Oregon

“I want to be able to overcome the things I have 
been through in my life and change it for the 

better. This is my way of paying it forward to the 
one’s who have helped me throughout my life.”

             Mandy Storm

Work
“I plan to go out into the world of work, save 

up money, steady myself, then return to school 
at a later date.”

             Mattson Morin

Travel 
Norway

“Norway holds the key to my wants and my 
dreams, the one place where I will fi nd 

serenity in life.” Austin Huddleston

The Oregon Culinary Institute
Portland, Oregon

“The happiness that comes with making a 
meal for someone and seeing them smile 

makes my heart full.”
             Jessica Ruiz

“I believe in following a passion to the very 
end, and UTI is my next step.”  Hong Chen 



United States Navy
Nathan Dodge
Robert Olson
Jamal Uehara

Travel
Genielle Balderas
 Seoul, Korea
Alexis Blasier
 Anywhere but Portland
Dana Cardeno
 Seoul, Korea
Austin Huddleston 
 Norway
Nu Husein
 Thailand, Malaysia, 
 Singapore
Jared Mattox
 Honduras
Zoraya Mejia
 Cancun
Esther Romo
 Brazil
Melanie Stone
 London, Paris, Rome
 & Florence
Bryan Tobar-Ramos
 Road Trip

Undecided
Flora Justo
Taylor Marshawn Hill
Daniel Maya
Jacob Thornton
Cole Younger
Kenny Vo Nguyen

Work
Roman Chernenko
 Apprenticeship
 Program
James Crawford
 Portland Firel/Police
Nate Farah
 Self-Employed
Job Fleming
 Fred Meyer
Heather Ingram
 School
Oriana Justo
 Wendy’s
Max Leonchik
 Welder
Cheyenne Love
 Security
Mattson Morin
 Retail
Tori Phillips
 Dental Assistant at
 Smile Designers
Marina Prigodin
 Nordstrom Distribution  
 Center
Vladislav Prodan
 Self-Employed
Patricia Rickman
 Retail
Vladimir Tsymbalyuk
 Welding Apprenticeship
Zulema Trejo
 Retail 
Skye Trigg
 Retail
Jazmine Villa
 Northwest Youth Corps
Morgan Walker
 Old Chicago
Brittany Wheeless
 DDHS Pool

Other
Adam Eamon Huchinson
 Blacksmith
Nick Pahomsky
 Brew Kombucha
Crystalsky Waldo
 Online Nursing Degree

Arizona 
Universal Technical 
Institute Phoenix
Hong Feng Chen

California 
Carrington College
Ashley Marie Whitney 

Fashion Institute 
of Design
& Merchandising
Angel Lin

Pomona College
Andrew Nguy

Riverside City College
Crystal Avery

Stanford University
Sarah Cook
Sam Winchester 

University of Southern 
California
Kaine Pok

UC Davis
Yating Huang

Colorado 
Colorado College
Allan Zheng

Connecticut 
Yale
Minh Nguyen

Florida 
Eckerd College
Kaylee Hendrix

Idaho
Brigham Young University
Nachelle Quiding-Schultz

Northwestern University
Shannon Campbell

Louisiana 
Louisiana State University
Tijionnea Brooms

Massachusetts
Harvard University
Josh Kellebrew

Montana
Carroll College
Joyce Lui
Tj Rucker    

North Dakota
University of Mary
Tiara Champ

Oregon 
Clackamas Community 
College
Jesse Dao
Andrew Eblen
Mykila Denise-Gay
Jacob Hoffee
Gleidys Montoto
Diana Morales-Acosta
Kayla Mutrews
Sham Nair
Brianna Nelson
Monica Nunez
Vlad Opanasyuk
Tatyana Pevchenko
Olesa Pieshakova
Angelina Pinchuk
Dennis Prantsevich
Marina Salyuk

Concordia University
Medina Hanumina Ceric
Alma Murillo

Eastern Oregon 
University
Angela Monet Garcia
Jasmine Hanna
Katrina Lynn Spencer

George Fox University
Jesse Cetz
Brock Jackson
Chance Lama
Olivia Stuart

Lewis and Clark College
Oswald Huynh

Linfi eld College
Elizabeth Garcia
Stephanie Guadalupe Cortes
Talyah Smith
Nahshonia Zerufael

Mt. Hood Community College
Andrew Alvarez
Joselyn Alvarez Rodriguez 
Ethan Archer
Oscar Avalos
Levi Beck
Jesse Brown
Kadin Brown
Bret Busby
Evan Candee
Ricky Cisneros
Rashaii Cosmos
Mary Cruz Martinez
Esperanza De La Torre
E.J. Del Rosario
Nina Dikova
Sierra Ellis
Cristina Garcia
Taylor Garcia
Monserrat Garcia-Sanchez
Vanessa Gaspar-Lopez
Tatyana Geshka
Estelle Goetz
Allysa Gonzales
Matalya Grinko
Angelica Guitron
AJ Hardin
Zach Hays
Tony Hrvic
Mikka Hudson
Isul Huntington
Kris John
Briana Kersey
Jonah Kim
Daniil Kiselev
Alex Kiselev
Alina Kitik
Natalia Kuzmych
Annalyse Lothman
Victor Lizarraras
Maverick Marinez
Karely Martinez
Alexa Mediano
Melanie Miller
Malia Miyako
Tristen Mottram
Sean Moore
Ruvim Nedelku
Brock Nelson
Aaron Nguyen
Samantha Nguyen
Edgar Olivan Clemente
Rosa Olivos
Brandon Paddock
Max Pavlenko
Carlos Pech-Xiu
Adriana Pelayo
Guadalupe Perez
Jey Phipps
Malik Pingo
Evian Poeu
Nicholas Poulter
Pavel Porotikov
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Brandon Thai
Ginny Thao
Mandy Tran
Jessica Urvina-Baltazar
Shakhzada Usmanov
Serge Vasilenko
Nayely Villalva-Vergara
Haley Wolcott
Henry Wu
Nathaniel Williams
Hui Zhang

Paul Mitchell The Beauty 
School
Esmeralda Mendoza

Southern Oregon Unversity
Ofa-He-moui Stanford Toloke

University of Portland
Richard Armitage
Ian Bendik
Davonte’ Carter-Williams
Ben Huang
Alana Pham
Jessica Wren

University of Oregon
Jose Alvarez
Frankie Cao
Sharon Chan
Scott Cooper
Deyea Dweh
Fatuma Gedi
TJ Huynh
Pamela Kennedy
Karina Podkurova
Anna Tsoi
Velma Joseph Williams

Warner Pacifi c College
Kingsley Armah
Tarah Bedell
Brandon Colley
Ashlee Dechon
Alishia Duckett
Lily Groves
Melina Hernandez 
Madariaga
Frida Marquez
Veronica Soriano-Taylor
Deana Tatarenko

Western Oregon University
Karen Bui
Marnasha Fowlkes
Pedro Gonzalez
Mandy Storm
Rebecca Tew
Taylor Wright

Rhode Island 
Brown University
Kathy Thach

Washington 
Clark College
Carlos Bravo

Seattle Pacifi c University
Larissa Schuermyer

Washington State
Kyra Conway

Military
United States Air Force
Brandon Feroben
Nicholas Shelley
Carlos Vasquez

United States Army
Parker Quiding-Schultz

United States Marine Corps
Evans Alfaro-Lazaro
Ian Dudley
Brandon LeFever
Caleb Osborne

Yamily Alvarado-Lopez
Magenta Arnold
Oksana Balanyuk
Kierra Bevan
Amy Bibik
Axel Bovatick
Nguyen Cao
Brittney Chhouer
Julio Coronado
Andrew Curry
Haley Fleischer
Jimmy Jefferson
Ruslan Golubev
Cristian Hernandez
Ignacio Hernandez
Fredy Herrera
Jenelle Higgins
Tyler Hill
Vincent Hoang
Jade Kvennl
Anna Kulakevich
David Lobasyck
Melfl or Macayaon
Andy Manivong
Anita Martinez
Jimmy Mindra
Josie Munoz-Cortez
Kayla Navarro
Kellie O’Grady
Karla Ortiz Portillo
Chelsea Pittman
Ischea Rhodes
David Roslov
Grigoriy Rudnistkiy
Alexander Sinnott
Steven Sophanthavong
David Stasyuck
Kelsey Swyers
Jutice Tang
Thien Tran
Benjamin Tsoi
Adan Uribe
David Vang
Maria Velador
Yelena Vecherkina
Jasmin Wagner
William Wood

Portland State University
Feisal Aden
Ahmed Ali
Stephanie Anderson
Cynthia Ballara-Myers
Gregorio Bermudez
Yian Chen
Danny Diep
Ai Do
Cristopher Falcon Ortiz
Megan Feely
Savannah Garland
Lauren Gaiser
Edgar Guzman Olmos
Vanessa Ha Nguyen
Maria Juarez
Sabnam Koirala
Cameren Lee
Hui Lei
Si Lei
Cody Liao
Gloria Lopez Delgado
John Lopez
Nicolas McClain
Abdinaser Mohamed
Esai Morales
Neal Ngiraras
Tommy Ngo
Andy Nguyen
Ky-Anh Nguyen
Shelby Obermann
Ellie Oliferovskaya
Valeriy Paladiy
Journey Pearce
Taylor Ramirez
Dean Rank
Stephany Rodriquez
Adan Sheikh
Pavel Skalozub
Emily Sofi ch

NOTE: Information based on a survey. Destinations may have changed or senioritus might have prevented some seniors from participating.

DESTINATIONS

Yakov Prus
Angelina Razumova
Miguel Resendiz-Estrada
Ilya Revenko
Stepnany Ricks
Connor Riggs
Edith Rivera
Ruth Roshik
Bogdan Rusakov
Audrey Sayler
Elijah Search
Anahi Segovia
Andrea Serret
Dennis Shkinder
Mike Skrypa
Audrey Stauffer
Devan Stokes
Stephanie Stratton
Vanessa Supa
Hoc Sy Nguyen
Oscar Teague
Vera Tkachenko
Chandler Travis
Emma Turner
Vadim Verbelchuk
Mariel Villareal
Sean-Michael Warner
Carly White
McKenzie Wilson
Ross Wilson
Amy Wright
De’Arshae Wright
Johnathan Yancey
Valeriy Zatsepin

Oregon Culinary Institute
Nathan Beaird
Anthony Jacob Chasteen
Arturo Daniel Rodriguez
Jessica Ruiz
Naomy Tep-Gongora

Oregon State University
Rochelle Belgarde
Yuliya Bortnyak
Jacob Brundidge 
Jia Cao
Ashley Carlberg
Justin Chan
Tim Forsyth
Dakota Howarth
Brian Huynh
Stephanie Huynh
Ismael Jimenez
Mari Lapierre
Monica Lizarraras-Sierra
William Macias
David Marchuk
Tessa Meyer
Huong Nguyen
Kevin Nguyen
Amber Penner
Kevin Pham
Bao Phung
Michelle Riskin
Delaney Smith
Scott Waddington
Hunter Weigant
Eva Wong
Choua Xiong
Emily Yonker
Zhiwei Zhen
Eric Zhu

Pacifi c Northwest 
College of Arts
Savanh Koulavong

Pacifi c University
Alex Montgomery

Portland Art Institute
Juliya Luchyk

Portland Community 
College
Matthew Aguilera
Abdulqadir Ahmed

Ian Dudley
Brandon LeFever
Caleb Osborne

Pavel Skalozub
Emily Sofi ch

Crystalsky Waldo
 Online Nursing Degree
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