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Nine-year-old Braylin Soon received $5,000 from the Sparrow Club to help pay for her 
medical expenses from a $50,000 liver transplant.                              Photo courtesy Soon family
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The tile fl oors in the south cafeteria are currently in the process of being removed. All asbestos fl oors 

tiles will be removed from the high school by next year.               Photo by Anca Matica

Choir Instructor Chris Silva warms up the Concert Choir.  The choir’s performance at 

the MHC Festival earned it state qualifying scores.        Photo by Anca Matica

 David Douglas now uses 

FlashAlert, a service that sends 

weather alert messages via email to 

district faculty and even students,  

who can subscribe to receive school 

closures due to weather.

 There is also a text option, but 

the company does not encourage its 

subscribers to use it because it is 

unreliable. Some providers delay 

sending the messages, and some-

times shorten the messages as well, 

especially in emergency situations. 

FlashAlert can also levy additional 

charges for the text. 

 In response, FlashAlert is look-

ing to improve its website to make 

it more user-friendly.

 The messages sent to the local 

media will also be posted on the Da-

vid Douglas High School website, 

on the DDHS Facebook page, and 

on Twitter. FlashAlert has 623 sub-

scribers in the school district alone. 

To subscribe students can go to 

flashalert.net and click on Portland. 

From there, students should select 

Multnomah County Schools, then 

the David Douglas School District. 

Subscribers must enter an email ad-

dress and hit the subscribe button. 

 FlashAlert also provides its 

subscribers the option to view the 

news in local regions. Subscrib-

ers can provide their own news to 

FlashAlert, posting it to local me-

dia in less than five minutes. 

 FlashAlert also has an app for 

iOS and Android. The app is free 

for both phone brands. Interested 

subscribers can find them in the 

Google Play and iTunes app store. 

The app is a messenger app that 

sends texts for weather alerts.  

 “QUOTE BY ADMININIS-

TRATOR,

The David Douglas School-Based 

Health Center continues to offer health care 

to community members eligible for school 

with services, such as sports physicals, 

checkups, and immunizations.

The clinic is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

the whole week, with the exception of 9 

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. During 

this time, the clinic averages about 15 

patients a day and 75 patients a week. 

The clinic also helps in other areas 

including vision-screening and acute issues 

like cuts and sore muscles. The clinic does 

aid in certain urgent issues such as cuts, but 

will call 911 if a patient is in serious danger, 

such as a heart attack or allergic reaction. 

Most general treatment is done on-site but 

treatment requiring a specialized doctor is 

As the four-year Bond Project heads 

into its last year, there are still signifi cant 

renovations taking place throughout the district 

and a decision to be made about the old pool 

building. 
The high school is in the process of 

removing all the asbestos tile fl oors in the south 

building and updating campus plumbing. 

Once the district reviews how the 49.5 

million bond was spent, it will know if any 

money remains. Due to recent increases in 

the cost of labor, the district is not anticipating 

signifi cant dollars to remain.  

“There were some surprises during the 

project,” said Superintendent Don Grotting. 

“We found some old buried tanks that had to 

be removed. The cost to repair the old pool 

surprised us. And we discovered how great 

our City Planning and Permitting Department 

has been to work with to meet construction 

schedules.” 
The only high school fl oor tiles remaining 

are in the south building. They will be removed 

and the concrete underneith sanded and polished 

over summer break. Renovations will also 

be taking place at Cherry Park and Mill Park 

elementary schools, and at Floyd Light Middle 

School where the gym fl oors will be replaced. 

Nearly all district fl oor tiles contained 

asbestos. Inhalation of asbestos fi bers can 

lead to lung cancer, mesothelioma, and other 

cancers, so all work with asbestos must be done 

by a licensed contractor and must take place 

when school is not in session. 

The future of the old high school pool 

is still undecided. The district wants it to be 

repurposed in some way. It is currently off 

limits for safety reasons. 
“There have been several suggestions, 

including making it a professional development 

space, a cheer and dance practice space, or 

additional classroom space,” said Grotting.  

“There has been no decisions made yet. We 

would like the space to be fl exible and have 

many uses.”

Symphonic Band, Concert Band, 

Symphonic Orchestra,  Advanced 

Orchestra,  and Choir all participated 

in their respective  competitions 

throughout March and April.  

The Symphonic Band started the 

competitions with state qualifying 

scores and placing first in the Northwest 

Orchestra Festival held Saturday March 

7. 
The Choir attended several festivals 

through the month of April, including 

the Mount Hood Festival and the 

District Festival, both taking place in the 

Performing Arts Center. The festivals 

were all day from 8:30 a.m. to 4.p.m.  

Another choir festival took place at 

George Fox University where  schools 

from all over Oregon participated. 

“I’m proud of the Concert Choir,” 

said choir instructor Chris Silva. “After 

all, they got state qualifying scores.” 

Choir festivals are usually held 

in different locations.  For instance, 

schools all over Oregon participated in 

a festival held in a Methodist church. 

Schools that participated in this festival 

included Clackamas, Reynolds, David 

Douglas, and Gresham high schools. 

Advanced Orchestra competed and 

won first place on 

April 7.
The League 

Festival was held 

April 8 in the 

Performing Arts 

Center from 9 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. The high 

schools that attended 

included  Centenial, 

Clackamas, David 

Douglas, Gresham, 

Oregon City,  Reynolds, and Sam 

Barlow. 
The Wind Ensemble and Symphony 

recently took first place and scored 

superior ratings. 
The Oregon Music Education 

Association’s small ensemble contest 

was held at Pacific University on 

May 1.

done at a separate location.

“We can do most things but if someone 

comes in with an unidentifi able chest pain, 

we’ll probably send you somewhere else,” 

said Licensed Practical Nurse Cheyenne 

Lunsford.
There is a large age group that can 

be treated at the clinic. The only major 

requirement is that patients must be 

eligible for school. The patient age range 

is fi ve to 20, with exceptions given to 

students who haven’t left school. Some 

issues that teenagers come into the clinic 

for treatment for include stress, depression, 

and substance abuse. The clinic has on-site 

counselors to help patients with emotional 

issues.
“It’s a good way for young people to be 

independent and get a feel for becoming an 

adult,” said Lunsford.
To register to become a patient at the 

clinic, eligible patients must complete a 

registration packet. Patients 15 years and 

older can receive checkups without parental 

consent. Patients 14 years and older can 

receive mental health treatment, sexually 

transmitted infection or S.T.I testing, and 

contraception without parental consent. 

The clinic accepts most insurances, 

unlike other treatment centers such as urgent 

care. The clinic can also write prescriptions. 

Patients may have to pay a small co-pay for 

treatments or prescriptions, if the insurance 

provider does not offer full coverage.

`“I think that its very effective for 

people in this area,” said Lunsford. “There 

is a high need for healthcare in this area, 

and not everyone can afford it.” 

The clinic operates year-round and 

patients often receive same-day treatment. 

Patients do not need to call ahead for an 

appointment.

Clinic averaging 15 patients daily 

“We’re 
proud of 
the concert 
choir. Af-
ter all, they 
got  state 
qualifying 
scores.”

The district is doing all it can to limit cuts after Governor Kate Brown 
signed a proposed $7.255 billion bill on April 9 for all Oregon public school 
districts for next year.

State legislators had been analyzing and proposing different budgets. 
The three proposals included the ideal $7.875, then a profi cient $7.5, and 
fi nally a bare minimum $7.233 billion budget.

The DDSD school board was pushing for staff, teachers, board 
members, and other employees to contact legislators to advocate for the 
$7.875 billion budget. With this, David Douglas could “thrive” by reinstating 
many programs lost to past cuts, restore technology, purchase more textbooks 
and other classroom supplies, and, most necessary, to reduce class sizes. 

The district could have survived on the $7.5 billion budget, but would 

not have been able to reduce class sizes. With the $7.255 billion budget, 
the district initially thought it would have to make cuts to staff, resources, 
professional development, and other needed supports. 

Initially, the district was anticipating $63 less per student. More recently, 
the district was anticipating an approximate $100 drop. With this budget, an 
estimated $1,098,800 will be cut for the total student population. The Oregon 
Department of Education is now estimating $70 less per student. 

The state makes per student allocations to help decide how much each 
district receives. This, along with transportation costs and other running costs, 
helps as a deciding factor to determine how much each district will get.  On 
average, the district receives about $7,000 per student.

Next year, the district will be able to save money from title funds and use 
general funds, since the state now pays for full day kindergarten. In the past, the 

must visit a gastroenterologist frequently 
to make sure her new liver is functioning 
properly. 

Soon returned on June 20, 2014 
and was sent to Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital for further testing. The whites 
of her eyes and the color of her skin had 
started to yellow, so her family became 
worried.

“I am proud of the student body for 
stepping up to help those in need,” said 
Sparrow Club advisor Brad Joy.

Soon par t ic ipated  in  the  DDHS 
Rose Princess assembly where she sang 
Opportunity from the new film version of 
Annie. She is a fourth grader in Beaverton. 
She enjoys music and especially theater. 
She was cast as Litt le Eponine in a 
community theater production of Les 
Miserables, and was cast in a commercial 
for a local grocery store chain.

•Recently joined the
DDHS family

•Worked at Universal
Studies

•Always helpful to 
both newspaper
and yearbook

Boys’ tennis beats 
Central Catholic for the fi rst 
time in three years.

See GOVERNOR’S BUDGET Page 12

The student body helped the Sparrow 
Club break a record by raising $5,000 for 
this year’s Sparrow, brave nine-year-old 
Braylin Soon and her family. 

The raffle will help with the expense of 
her $50,000 liver transplant.

In the last nine years, the Sparrow Club 
has raised over $40,000 with the support of 
the student body and other contributors. The 
club has helped nine families in medical 
need. 

When Soon was seven years old, she 
was diagnosed with Autoimmune Hepatitis. 
This is when the immune system attacks 
the liver, causing inflammation. She was 
transported to the Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital in Palo Alto, California on May 17, 
2014 to undergo a liver transplant. She now 

this year’s Sparrow, brave nine-year-old 
Braylin Soon and her family. 

her $50,000 liver transplant. 12

Senior directors 
bring seven One Act 
plays to life. 

2

Portland has more 
homeless teens 
than most U.S. cities,
and it’s not improving. 

Central Catholic for the fi rst 

11

Governor Brown signs school budget bill

Record $5,000 to help Sparrow  

The annual Oregon Public Universities 
tour was held in the Howard Horner Performing 
Arts Center on April 6 to inform sophomores 
and juniors about multiple aspects of eight 
featured Oregon universities.

Students were asked to attend break-
out sessions for two of the eight colleges 
represented. The universities that took part 
included Oregon State, Portland State, Eastern 
Oregon, Southern Oregon, Western Oregon, 
University of Oregon, Oregon Institute of 
Technology, and Oregon State Cascades. 

Students were given the room numbers 
according to their chosen schools where they  
listened to representatives and asked questions, 
mostly concerning fi nancial aid and available 
electives.

“I went to gain more information about 
[Oregon] colleges and their activities,” said 
sophomore Jimmy Tang. “Also, to get out of 
class.”

According to the University of Oregon 
website, applicants must be a high school 
graduate, earning at least a C in 15 required 
college preparatory classes, submit offi cial 
high school transcripts, submit SAT or ACT 
scores, and write an application essay. College 
preparatory classes include four years of 
English, three years of math, three years of 
science, three years of social studies, and 
at least two years of a second language. If 
applicants are already fairly fl uent in a second 
language they can take a proficiency test 
instead. If they pass with a score of at least 
Novice High they meet the requirements for a 
second language.

“I went to explore more opportunities and 
career options,” said junior Joshua Casey.

MARIAH GETCH
cub reporter 
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced 
Journalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  
Visit our website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://
highlander.ddouglas.k12.or.us/.  Phone: 503-261-8303. The 
Highlander has a circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the Gresham 
Outlook. DDSD Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS Principal: 
John Bier.  Opinions expressed in The Highlander are not neces-
sarily those of the district or high school administrations.  The 
Highlander reserves the right to withhold Letters to the Editor it 
deems inappropriate.  
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Hibo Abditon 
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1. b, 2. b, 3. c,  4. b, 5. 
a, 6. c, 7. d, 8. a, 9. a, 
10. b,Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” 2014 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” 2015 with“Most Outstand-
ing Newspaper.”

Job tweet not so sweet
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Following codes a matter of respect

“I just can’t make up my mind.”

MY TURN

TONI
CHERRY

“Only 15 percent of 
those job seekers 

were actually hired 
through Twitter.”

Nod toward study abroad   

STOP
AND 
THINK
Holly Hibdon

In Defense of
Black History
Assembly
 
Dear Editor,
 I was reading The 
Highlander today and 
came across the piece about 
our Black History Month 
Assembly [Vol. 61 No. 6. page 
8].  I completely understand 
that this is an opinion piece 
but we were very disappointed 
and saddened at the lack of 
knowledge that Mr. Veenstra 
displayed in his article about 
the assembly and Black 
History month.  I’m not sure 
if it is customary for students 
to do interviews or research 
for their submissions, but he 
never once talked to us. I think 
it would be extremely helpful 
for him to understand the 
thought and insight that went 
into organizing this assembly 
that many of our students of 
color wanted so badly. 
Respectfully,
Etema Banks
African American 
Student Liaison  

Ukraine war not 
over yet; 
Russia blamed
      
Dear Editor,
 I think that the war in 
Ukraine is far from over, The 
Ukraine government was 
targeted when it was at it’s 
weakest point. After the great 
riots and new presidential 
election, Russia was working 
on their own plan. The Russian 
Federation offered Ukraine 
to join, but after Ukraine 
denied the offer the Russian 
Federation took a more violent 
approach. After the annexation 
of the Crimean region, the 

Russian Federation started 
causing riots in the east. This 
is where we are now, the 
Russian Federation arming 
the terrorist rebels whatever 
they call them and Ukraine in 
a war against a giant. I think 
America should man up and 
help its ally before they get 
taken over.

Sincerely, 
Anonymous 

How ‘bout a 
little privacy 

Dear Editor,
The school should stop 
spending money on things we 
don’t need and on things we do 
need, like doors on the boys’ 
restroom stalls. 
 
Anonymous

 The dress code at David 
Douglas has been getting 
a lot of attention recently. 
Why? That question remains, 
as no new changes have 
been added to the dress 
code. The only thing that’s 
changed is people’s’ atti-
tudes and lack of respect.
 The idea of having a 
dress code is something 
that anybody with any sort 
of goals to get a job and go 
in public is going to have to 
get used to. You would never 
see a business woman in a 
large downtown offi ce wear-
ing  high waisted shorts 
and a crop top, in the same 
way that you wouldn’t see 
a plumber wearing a tux-
edo. There are always dress 
codes, whether they are 
unspoken or clearly stated, 
that you will need to follow.
 Yes, the dress code 
does apply mostly to women. 
News fl ash, the sexualization 
of women is not new. It has 
been around since the be-
ginning of time and will stick 

around until the end. I’m not 
saying it’s right, but it’s how it 
is. 
 Celebr i t ies def ini tely 
weren’t showing up to the Met 
Gala in sweats because that 
doesn’t fi t the image they are 
trying to convey about them-
selves. The way you dress 
says a lot about who you are 
as a person, as unfortunate 
as it might be, people judge. 
Get over it. If someone walked 
into an interview in the latest 
mini dress and stiletto booties, 
they wouldn’t get the job. That 
way of dressing is fi ne for a 
night out, but for an interview, 
it shows a lack of respect for 
yourself and the interviewer. 
In the same way that wearing 
short shorts, low cut  tops, 
spaghetti straps, or crop tops 
shows a lack of respect for 
the school rules, which is dis-
respect to the teachers who 
will write you up. And if you’re 
willing to get written up simply 
to make a fashion statement, 
well then where is your self 
respect?

“You would 
never see 

a business 
woman in a 

large downtown 
offi ce wearing  

high waisted 
shorts ”

What Do 
You Know 

About   
Summer 

Vacation?

 ??
1. Sudents lose how 
many months of 
grade level equiva-
lency in mathemati-
cal computation 
skills over summer 
break?
a) one month
b) two months
c) three months
d) four months

2. The Dog Days of 
Summer refers to
a) the last week of  
    summer
b) the week between 
    June 20 and July
    1st
c) the week after
    Labor Day
d) the weeks be-
     tween July 3rd
     and August 11th

3. Ancient Romans 
and Greeks blamed 
whom for extreme 
temperatures, 
drought, sickness, 
and discomfort that 
came in late sum-
mer?
a) Olympus
b) Apollo
c) Sirius
d) Uranus

4. The Summer 
Olympics take place 
every four years. 
They were held 
for the fi rst time in 
which country more 
than two thousand 
years ago?
a) China
b) Greece
c) United States
d) Russia

5. True or False: 
Summer tempera-
tures in the southern 
regions of the United 
States are signifi -
cantly higher than 
northern regions?
a) true
b) false

6. The fi rst bathing 
suit for women was 
created when?
a) 1700’s
b) 1750’s
c) 1800’s
d) 1850’s

7. When is the busi-
est month for travel 
and tourism?
a) May
b) July
c) June
d) August

8. Mosquitoes have 
been around for 
more than how many 
years? 
a) 30 million years
b) 40 million years
c) 50 millions years
d) 60 million years

9. True or false: 
June is named for a 
Roman goddess
a) true
b) false

10. What is the 
most  popular sport 
throughout the sum-
mer months?
a) basketball
b) baseball
c) football
d) golf

 W h i l e  s t u d y i n g 
a b r o a d  h a p p e n s  i n 
college, hosting exchange 
students is available to 
district families, and is 
another way to increase 
cultural awareness. 
 Studying abroad is 
a rewarding opportunity 
tha t  g ives  s tuden ts 
experiences they may 
never have otherwise. 
However, issues with 
fi nancing the trip often 
deters students from 
taking advantage of 
the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. 
 Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way, and in 
terms of studying abroad, 
colleges are offering 
generous fi nancial aid to 
offset studying abroad’s 
costs. Students interested 
in  s tudy ing  abroad 
should look into their 
school’s program prior to 
enrolling.
 The experience of 

living in a new culture 
with  other  s tudents , 
being immersed in a new 
environment and speaking 
a new language is beyond 
priceless. 
 For a less expensive 
way to experience another 
culture, and also help other 
students experience a new 
culture, hosting becomes an 
alternative. 
 D a v i d  D o u g l a s 
School District is currently 
loking for families to 
host Japanese  students 
studying abroad. For 
those looking to enrich 
themselves with another 
culture, hosting a foreign 
student is an immediate 
possibility to meet a new 
friend and help a student 
out.
 Host families must 
provide three meals a day, 
a private room with a bed, 
and must speak English. 
The criteria is easy to meet, 
and the rewards are endless.

 More and more job 
seekers are now looking to 
Twitter to find a job. It beat 
social media mega sites like 
Facebook and LinkedIn in 
helping more people find 
jobs in 2014. 
 But that’s not as good 
as  i t  sounds .  On ly  15 
percent of those job seekers 
were actually hired through 
Twitter. 
 Twi t ter  has become 
a very  popular  s i te  for 
several  companies who 
have accounts announcing 
job openings. It’s any easy 
way to get information out to 
the job-seeking public, but 
the process the unemployed 
have to go through to be 
hired via Twitter is vague 
and  con fus ing .  Do  we 
DM our resumes? Do we 
tweet our skil ls? For all 
its advantages, it honestly 
seems unprofessional.
 T i m e s  m a y  h a v e 
changed and technology 
may  have   evo l ved  i n 
indescribable ways, but we 
should “follow” the CEO of a 
company to apply for a job. 
 T h e  m o s t  l i k e l y 
reason only 15 percent 

of recruiters hire Twitter 
applicants is because this is 
not what Twitter was meant 
for. Not only does this job 
s e e k i n g  p r o c e s s  s e e m 
unprofessional, Twitter is still 
known for staying connected 
to friends and catching up 
on celebrity gossip, not as a 
job locator nor an interview 
website. Social media sites 
percentages are low because 
they still function as a tool for 
friendly communication with 
long distance friends and 
family. If  Twitter does create 
a professional job section 
then it should organize a well 
laid out job search branch 
for the website. Hopefully 
it will not ask me to @ the 
company I am interested in. 
 There are easier and 
more profess ional  apps 
for job searching, such as 
Indeed Job Search,Switch 
(iOS), Monster (Android & 
iOS), Simply Hired (Android 
& iOS), CardDrop (iOS) and 
Snagajob (Android & iOS). 
And there are many job 
recruiting sites too numerous 
to list here. 
 So, why push for Twitter 
be one of them. 

Bond projects in their last year

Orchestra Festival held Saturday March 

7. 
The Choir attended several festivals 

through the month of April, including 

the Mount Hood Festival and the 

District Festival, both taking place in the 

Performing Arts Center. The festivals 

were all day from 8:30 a.m. to 4.p.m.  

Another choir festival took place at 

George Fox University where  schools 

from all over Oregon participated. 

“I’m proud of the Concert Choir,” 

said choir instructor Chris Silva. “After 

all, they got state qualifying scores.” 

Choir festivals are usually held 

in different locations.  For instance, 

“I just can’t make up my mind.”

cal computation 
skills over summer 
break?
a) one month
b) two months
c) three months
d) four months

2. The Dog Days of 
Summer refers to
a) the last week of  
    summer
b) the week between 
    June 20 and July
    1st
c) the week after
    Labor Day
d) the weeks be-
     tween July 3rd
     and August 11th

3. Ancient Romans 
and Greeks blamed 
whom for extreme 
temperatures, 
drought, sickness, 
and discomfort that 
came in late sum-
mer?
a) Olympus
b) Apollo
c) Sirius
d) Uranus

4. The Summer 
Olympics take place 
every four years. 
They were held 
for the fi rst time in 
which country more 
than two thousand 
years ago?
a) China
b) Greece
c) United States
d) Russia

5. True or False: 

opportunity. 
 Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way, and in 
terms of studying abroad, 
colleges are offering 
generous fi nancial aid to 
offset studying abroad’s 
costs. Students interested 
in  s tudy ing  abroad 
should look into their 
school’s program prior to 
enrolling.
 The experience of 

weather updates

Choir Instructor Chris Silva warms up the Concert Choir.  The choir’s performance at 
Photo by Anca Matica

 David Douglas now uses 

FlashAlert, a service that sends 

Former Floyd Light 
Middle School 
principal and high school 
band director Mark Gaulke
sadly passes away.

Portland has more 

than most U.S. cities,
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NICOLE FREEMONT
 cub reporter

JADE OBER
cub reporter

KEKE JACKSON
cub reporter
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One Acts entertain audiences

African American Family Night successful

Smarter 
Balanced 
nearly over

AMAL ISMAEEL 
cub reporter

More than 90 families attended this year’s African 
American Family Night, hosted by campus liaison Etema 
Banks, SUN program assistant Shelby Davidson, and Fir 
Ridge assistant principal LaShawnta Spears. The event was 
located in the north cafeteria on April 16 at 5:30 p.m.

This year students led a conversation sharing their 
experiences in the district, including what has or has not 
worked for them, and what needs had been met.

The event allowed teachers to honor students for their 
academic performances and attendance. For many students 
and their parents who attended, the evening allowed them 
to get to know their African American heritage their with 
peers.

This is Bank’s eleventh year hosting African American 
Family Night. The first African American History Month 

assembly, recently held in the north gym, was also planned and 
carried out by her. 

“The event’s main focus was student success as well as to 
hear student voices,” said Banks. “We had a panel of students 
and student performances, such as spoken word and singing. 
We provided dinner, resources, and district information to all 
families. I am honored to have this event each year. It’s great to 
have the district’s support and the support of families.” 

Banks is also a liaison mentor for African American 
students. Davidson specializes in SUN activities at Douglas 
and also participates with Fir Ridge students. 

“Those three amazing women hosted an event that will be 
remembered forever,” said district parent Alexandra Clinton. 
“For years and years African Americans have struggled, and 
today they still do. Anything from jobs to discipline, we 
struggled. That evening wasn’t just a hosted event to me. It was 
an event that will create more and more events just like it. One 
thing can make a change to everything.”

Senior models for AP Drawing class
elective class students 
cover light and shade, 
line quality, rendering 
of form, composition, 
surface manipulation, 
mark making, and the 
illusion of depth.
   Storm has taken the 
elective Jazz Dance 
since her freshman year. 

She took up ballet in her sophomore 
year. She took lessons at Bodyvox Dance 
Center for almost two years. She has been 
a Tams member since her junior year.
  “I love it when I dance because I can 
portray a different character each time,” 
said Storm. “I love not always having to 
be myself.” 
  Storm also modeled her freshman 
year for the homeless shelter My Father’s 
House. The shelter took pictures of her 
ballet costume to create a new ad for 
their website.
  “Besides becoming an English 
teacher, I want to open a [dance] studio 
to teach little kids how to dance,” Storm 
said. 

Senior Mandy Storm volunteered to pose for Maria Galati’s AP Drawing Class. The students were 
preparing for a trip to Oregon Ballet Theater to sketch professional dancers.         Photo by Anca Matica

L-R: Freshmen Alexxa St. Peters and Areli Chavez and junior Felisa Armitage rehearse 
backstage for the One Act “The Love Doctor”, directed by seniors Rochelle Belgarde 
and Amanda Schreiter.           Photo by Aline Alvarez

Students have already completed 
almost every section of the Smarter 
Balanced test, with less than 10 juniors 
choosing to opt out.

The Smarter Balanced test includes 
questions that adapt to each individual’s 
performance. The test features 
“Performance Tasks” that mimic real 
world application of students’ knowledge 
and skills.

“It’s different from OAKS,” said 
assistant principal Joe Talley. “It’s not all 
just multiple choice.”  

Students who do not score the 
minimum level  can complete work 
samples, similar to the option for 
the OAKS test, to meet graduation 
requirements.

“This new test means the high 
school students will take a test designed 
for students with a base of knowledge 
learned through years of Common 
Core Curriculum, but they only have 
the knowledge of the lower OAKs test 
standards,” stated a Portland public 
school parent to The Oregonian. 

Nearly 1,000 Portland Public 
juniors have opted out of Smarter 
Balanced. Parents have to fill out an 
opting out form in order to excuse their 
child from taking the new standardized 
test. Students 18 years of age and older 
can opt out because of religious beliefs 
or disability.

“I understand more and more why 
members feel like they are being asked 
to violate their ethical responsibility 
as educators when they are forced 
to administer these tests,” Portland 
Association of Teachers president Gwen 
Sullivan said to The Oregonian.  “We 
need to do what we do best, which is 
teach students in an individual and 
culturally relevant manner.”

Smarter Balanced will cost Oregon 
approximately $13 million a year. 

  Art teacher Maria Galati’s Advanced 
Placement Studio Art Drawing Portfolio 
class captured senior Mandy Storm in 
various ballet poses on April 13. 
  The class activity prepared the art 
students for a field trip to Oregon Ballet 
Theater, located downtown in the Keller 
Auditorium, where they drew professional 
dancers who were rehearsing on stage.
  Storm has been modeling for the 
AP Drawing class since her junior year. 
She took up dancing when she was six, 
and has been dancing since, including as 
a member of the Tams dance team. She 
started when her grandmother encouraged 
her to take up dance. 
  To enroll in the year-long AP Drawing 
class, students must have a C or better in 
General Art I then General Art II. The AP 
program portfolio is a performance-based 
visual exam that must be completed by 
early May. Colleges and universities may 
offer college credit based on students’ 
portfolio scores. In this particular 

STORM

In a tradition starting in the 1970s, it was 
curtain up on the 2015 One Act Festival, staging 
two sets of seven plays May 6-9.

Seniors Shalina Baker, Alex Montgomery, 
Rochelle Belgarde, Amanda Schreiter, Michelle 
Benson, Zachary Hays, Shannon Campbell, 
Evan Candee, Sarah Granberg, Ethan Archer, 
Katherine Hadley, Olivia Stuart, and Connor 
Riggs directed their respective plays.

In addition to the 15 senior directors, there 
were 49 actors and several stage craftsmen and 
technical support students. One of the one acts, 
Law and Order: Fairy Tale Unit directed by 
Baker and Montgomery, is listed in the top 15 
of one acts according to Playscripts website. The 
Downtown Zombie was directed by Granberg 
and Archer. The Love Doctor was directed by 
Belgarde and Schreiter. Midnight at World’s 
End was directed by Campbell and Candee. 
Hitch Hiker was directed by Benson and Hays. 
Lip Service was directed by Hadley and Stuart, 
and This Play is About Pirates was directed by 
Riggs, which was performed in one half on May 
6, then the second half was performed on May 7. 

All directors are in theatre teacher Michael 
Givler’s Theatre IV class. This is their “final 
exam.” Advanced Technical Services and 
Stagecraft classes designed the multiple sets. 
ATS also handled lighting, sound, props, and 
sets changes.

“Fun plays, strong actors, and thoughtful 
directors equal a great festival,” Givler said.
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Bond projects in their last year FlashAlert
to improve
weather updates

 RHAIDEN PHETSOMPHOU
cub reporter

Music department ends year competing 
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The tile floors in the south cafeteria are currently in the process of being removed. All asbestos floors 
tiles will be removed from the high school by next year.               Photo by Anca Matica

Choir Instructor Chris Silva warms up the Concert Choir.  The choir’s performance at 
the MHC Festival earned it state qualifying scores.        Photo by Anca Matica

 David Douglas now uses 
FlashAlert, a service that sends 
weather alert messages via email to 
district faculty and even students,  
who can subscribe to receive school 
closures due to weather.
 There is also a text option, but 
the company does not encourage its 
subscribers to use it because it is 
unreliable. Some providers delay 
sending the messages, and some-
times shorten the messages as well, 
especially in emergency situations. 
FlashAlert can also levy additional 
charges for the text. 
 In response, FlashAlert is look-
ing to improve its website to make 
it more user-friendly.
 The messages sent to the local 
media will also be posted on the Da-
vid Douglas High School website, 
on the DDHS Facebook page, and 
on Twitter. FlashAlert has 623 sub-
scribers in the school district alone. 
To subscribe students can go to 
flashalert.net and click on Portland. 
From there, students should select 
Multnomah County Schools, then 
the David Douglas School District. 
Subscribers must enter an email ad-
dress and hit the subscribe button. 
 FlashAlert also provides its 
subscribers the option to view the 
news in local regions. Subscrib-
ers can provide their own news to 
FlashAlert, posting it to local me-
dia in less than five minutes. 
 FlashAlert also has an app for 
iOS and Android. The app is free 
for both phone brands. Interested 
subscribers can find them in the 
Google Play and iTunes app store. 
The app is a messenger app that 
sends texts for weather alerts.  
 “It’s nice that we use technol-
ogy to inform parents and students 
of a weather incident,” said assis-
tant principal Mark Haner.

The David Douglas School-Based Health Center continues to 
offer health care to community members eligible for school with 
services, such as sports physicals, checkups, and immunizations.

The clinic is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. the whole week, with the 
exception of 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. During this time, 
the clinic averages about 15 patients a day and 75 patients a week. 

The clinic also helps in other areas including vision-screening 
and acute issues like cuts and sore muscles. The clinic does aid in 
certain urgent issues such as cuts, but will call 911 if a patient is 
in serious danger, such as a heart attack or allergic reaction. Most 
general treatment is done on-site but treatment requiring a specialized 
doctor is done at a separate location.

“We can do most things but if someone comes in with an 
unidentifiable chest pain, we’ll probably send you somewhere else,” 
said Licensed Practical Nurse Cheyenne Lunsford.

There is a large age group that can be treated at the clinic. The 
only major requirement is that patients must be eligible for school. 
The patient age range is five to 20, with exceptions given to students 

As the four-year Bond Project heads 
into its last year, there are still significant 
renovations taking place throughout the district 
and a decision to be made about the old pool 

building. 
The high school is in the process of 

removing all the asbestos tile floors in the south 
building and updating campus plumbing. 

Once the district reviews how the 49.5 
million bond was spent, it will know if any 
money remains. Due to recent increases in 

the cost of labor, the district is not anticipating 
significant dollars to remain.  

“There were some surprises during the 
project,” said Superintendent Don Grotting. 
“We found some old buried tanks that had to 
be removed. The cost to repair the old pool 
surprised us. And we discovered how great 
our City Planning and Permitting Department 
has been to work with to meet construction 
schedules.” 

The only high school floor tiles remaining 
are in the south building. They will be removed 
and the concrete underneith sanded and polished 
over summer break. Renovations will also 
be taking place at Cherry Park and Mill Park 
elementary schools, and at Floyd Light Middle 
School where the gym floors will be replaced. 

Nearly all district floor tiles contained 
asbestos. Inhalation of asbestos fibers can 
lead to lung cancer, mesothelioma, and other 
cancers, so all work with asbestos must be done 
by a licensed contractor and must take place 
when school is not in session. 

The future of the old high school pool 
is still undecided. The district wants it to be 
repurposed in some way. It is currently off 
limits for safety reasons. 

“There have been several suggestions, 
including making it a professional development 
space, a cheer and dance practice space, or 
additional classroom space,” said Grotting.  
“There has been no decisions made yet. We 
would like the space to be flexible and have 
many uses.”

Symphonic Band, Concert Band, 
Symphonic Orchestra,  Advanced 
Orchestra,  and Choir all participated 
in their respective  competitions 
throughout March and April.  

The Symphonic Band started the 
competitions with state qualifying 
scores and placing first in the Northwest 
Orchestra Festival held Saturday March 
7. 

The Choir attended several festivals 
through the month of April, including 
the Mount Hood Festival and the 
District Festival, both taking place in the 
Performing Arts Center. The festivals 
were all day from 8:30 a.m. to 4.p.m.  
Another choir festival took place at 
George Fox University where  schools 
from all over Oregon participated. 

“I’m proud of the Concert Choir,” 
said choir instructor Chris Silva. “After 
all, they got state qualifying scores.” 

Choir festivals are usually held 
in different locations.  For instance, 

schools all over Oregon participated in 
a festival held in a Methodist church. 
Schools that participated in this festival 
included Clackamas, Reynolds, David 
Douglas, and Gresham high schools. 

Advanced Orchestra competed and 
won first place on 
April 7.

The League 
Festival was held 
April 8 in the 
Performing Arts 
Center from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. The high 
schools that attended 
included  Centenial, 
Clackamas, David 
Douglas, Gresham, 

Oregon City,  Reynolds, and Sam 
Barlow. 

The Wind Ensemble and Symphony 
recently took first place and scored 
superior ratings. 

The Oregon Music Education 
Association’s small ensemble contest 
was held at Pacific University on 
May 1.

who haven’t left school. Some issues that teenagers come into the 
clinic for treatment for include stress, depression, and substance 
abuse. The clinic has on-site counselors to help patients with 
emotional issues.

“It’s a good way for young people to be independent and get a 
feel for becoming an adult,” said Lunsford.

To register to become a patient at the clinic, eligible patients 
must complete a registration packet. Patients 15 years and older 
can receive checkups without parental consent. Patients 14 years 
and older can receive mental health treatment, sexually transmitted 
infection or S.T.I testing, and contraception without parental consent. 

The clinic accepts most insurances, unlike other treatment centers 
such as urgent care. The clinic can also write prescriptions. Patients 
may have to pay a small co-pay for treatments or prescriptions, if the 
insurance provider does not offer full coverage.

“I think that its very effective for people in this area,” said 
Lunsford. “There is a high need for healthcare in this area, and not 
everyone can afford it.” 

The clinic operates year-round and patients often receive 
same-day treatment. Patients do not need to call ahead for an 
appointment.

Clinic averaging 15 patients daily 

“We’re 
proud of 
the concert 
choir. Af-
ter all, they 
got  state 
qualifying 
scores.”
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2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” 2014 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” 2015 with“Most Outstand-
ing Newspaper.”
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Following codes a matter of respect

“I just can’t make up my mind.”

MY TURN

TONI
CHERRY

“Only 15 percent of 
those job seekers 

were actually hired 
through Twitter.”

Nod toward study abroad   

STOP
AND 
THINK
Holly Hibdon

In Defense of
Black History
Assembly

Dear Editor,
 I was reading The 
Highlander today and 
came across the piece about 
our Black History Month 
Assembly [Vol. 61 No. 6. page 
8].  I completely understand 
that this is an opinion piece 
but we were very disappointed 
and saddened at the lack of 
knowledge that Mr. Veenstra 
displayed in his article about 
the assembly and Black 
History month.  I’m not sure 
if it is customary for students 
to do interviews or research 
for their submissions, but he 
never once talked to us. I think 
it would be extremely helpful 
for him to understand the 
thought and insight that went 
into organizing this assembly 
that many of our students of 
color wanted so badly. 
Respectfully,
Etema Banks
African American 
Student Liaison  

Ukraine war not 
over yet; 
Russia blamed
     

Dear Editor,
 I think that the war in 
Ukraine is far from over, The 
Ukraine government was 
targeted when it was at it’s 
weakest point. After the great 
riots and new presidential 
election, Russia was working 
on their own plan. The Russian 
Federation offered Ukraine 
to join, but after Ukraine 
denied the offer the Russian 
Federation took a more violent 
approach. After the annexation 
of the Crimean region, the 

Russian Federation started 
causing riots in the east. This 
is where we are now, the 
Russian Federation arming 
the terrorist rebels whatever 
they call them and Ukraine in 
a war against a giant. I think 
America should man up and 
help its ally before they get 
taken over.

Sincerely, 
Anonymous 

How ‘bout a 
little privacy 

Dear Editor,
The school should stop 
spending money on things we 
don’t need and on things we do 
need, like doors on the boys’ 
restroom stalls. 
 
Anonymous

 The dress code has 
been getting a lot of attention 
recently. Why? That question 
remains, as no new changes 
have been added to the 
dress code. The only thing 
that’s changed is people’s’ 
attitudes and lack of respect 
for it.
 The idea of having a 
dress code is something 
that anybody, with any sort 
of goals to get a job and go 
in public, is going to have 
to get used to. You would 
never see a business woman 
in a large downtown offi ce 
wearing  high waisted shorts 
and a crop top, in the same 
way that you wouldn’t see 
a plumber wearing a tux-
edo. There are always dress 
codes, whether they are 
unspoken or clearly stated, 
that you will need to follow.
 Yes, the dress code 
does apply mostly to women. 
News flash, sexualization 
of women is not new. It has 
been around since the be-
ginning of time and will stick 

around until the end. I’m not 
saying it’s right, but it’s how it 
is. 
 Celebr i t ies def ini tely 
weren’t showing up to the Met 
Gala in sweats because that 
doesn’t fi t the image they are 
trying to convey about them-
selves. The way you dress 
says a lot about who you are 
as a person. As unfortunate 
as it might be, people judge. 
Get over it. If someone walked 
into an interview in the latest 
mini dress and stiletto booties, 
they wouldn’t get the job. That 
way of dressing is fi ne for a 
night out, but for an interview 
it shows a lack of respect for 
yourself and the interviewer. 
In the same way that wearing 
short shorts, low cut  tops, 
spaghetti straps, or crop tops 
shows a lack of respect for 
the school rules, which is dis-
respect to the teachers who 
will write you up. And if you’re 
willing to get written up simply 
to make a fashion statement, 
well then where’s your self 
respect?

“You would 
never see 

a business 
woman in a 

large downtown 
offi ce wearing  

high waisted 
shorts ”

What Do 
You Know 

About   
Summer 

Vacation?

 ?
1. Sudents lose how 
many months of 
grade level equiva-
lency in mathemati-
cal computation 
skills over summer 
break?
a) one month
b) two months
c) three months
d) four months

2. The Dog Days of 
Summer refers to
a) the last week of  
    summer
b) the week between 
    June 20 and July
    1st
c) the week after
    Labor Day
d) the weeks be-
     tween July 3rd
     and August 11th

3. Ancient Romans 
and Greeks blamed 
whom for extreme 
temperatures, 
drought, sickness, 
and discomfort that 
came in late sum-
mer?
a) Olympus
b) Apollo
c) Sirius
d) Uranus

4. The Summer 
Olympics take place 
every four years. 
They were held 
for the fi rst time in 
which country more 
than two thousand 
years ago?
a) China
b) Greece
c) United States
d) Russia

5. True or False: 
Summer tempera-
tures in the southern 
regions of the United 
States are signifi -
cantly higher than 
northern regions?
a) true
b) false

6. The fi rst bathing 
suit for women was 
created when?
a) 1700’s
b) 1750’s
c) 1800’s
d) 1850’s

7. When is the busi-
est month for travel 
and tourism?
a) May
b) July
c) June
d) August

8. Mosquitoes have 
been around for 
more than how many 
years? 
a) 30 million years
b) 40 million years
c) 50 millions years
d) 60 million years

9. True or false: 
June is named for a 
Roman goddess
a) true
b) false

10. What is the 
most  popular sport 
throughout the sum-
mer months?
a) basketball
b) baseball
c) football
d) golf

 W h i l e  s t u d y i n g 
a b r o a d  h a p p e n s  i n 
college, hosting exchange 
students is available to 
district families, and is 
another way to increase 
cultural awareness. 
 Studying abroad is 
a rewarding opportunity 
tha t  g ives  s tuden t s 
experiences they may 
never have otherwise. 
However, issues with 
fi nancing the trip often 
deters students from 
taking advantage of 
the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. 
 Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way, and in 
terms of studying abroad, 
colleges are offering 
generous fi nancial aid to 
offset studying abroad’s 
costs. Students interested 
in  s tudy ing  abroad 
should look into their 
school’s program prior to 
enrolling.
 The experience of 

living in a new culture 
with  other  s tudents , 
being immersed in a new 
environment and speaking 
a new language is beyond 
priceless. 
 For a less expensive 
way to experience another 
culture, and also help other 
students experience a new 
culture, hosting becomes an 
alternative. 
 D a v i d  D o u g l a s 
School District is currently 
loking for families to 
host Japanese  students 
studying abroad. For 
those looking to enrich 
themselves with another 
culture, hosting a foreign 
student is an immediate 
possibility to meet a new 
friend and help a student 
out.
 Host families must 
provide three meals a day, 
a private room with a bed, 
and must speak English. 
The criteria is easy to meet, 
and the rewards are endless.

 More and more job 
seekers are now looking to 
Twitter to find a job. It beat 
social media mega sites like 
Facebook and LinkedIn in 
helping more people find 
jobs in 2014. 
 But that’s not as good 
as  i t  sounds .  On ly  15 
percent of those job seekers 
were actually hired through 
Twitter. 
 Twi t ter  has become 
a very  popular  s i te  for 
several  companies who 
have accounts announcing 
job openings. It’s any easy 
way to get information out to 
the job-seeking public, but 
the process the unemployed 
have to go through to be 
hired via Twitter is vague 
and  con fus ing .  Do  we 
DM our resumes? Do we 
tweet our skil ls? For all 
its advantages, it honestly 
seems unprofessional.
 T i m e s  m a y  h a v e 
changed and technology 
may  have   evo l ved  i n 
indescribable ways, but we 
should “follow” the CEO of a 
company to apply for a job. 
 T h e  m o s t  l i k e l y 
reason only 15 percent 

of recruiters hire Twitter 
applicants is because this is 
not what Twitter was meant 
for. Not only does this job 
s e e k i n g  p r o c e s s  s e e m 
unprofessional, Twitter is still 
known for staying connected 
to friends and catching up 
on celebrity gossip, not as a 
job locator nor an interview 
website. Social media sites 
percentages are low because 
they still function as a tool for 
friendly communication with 
long distance friends and 
family. If  Twitter does create 
a professional job section 
then it should organize a well 
laid out job search branch 
for the website. Hopefully 
it will not ask me to @ the 
company I am interested in. 
 There are easier and 
more profess iona l  apps 
for job searching, such as 
Indeed Job Search,Switch 
(iOS), Monster (Android & 
iOS), Simply Hired (Android 
& iOS), CardDrop (iOS) and 
Snagajob (Android & iOS). 
And there are many job 
recruiting sites too numerous 
to list here. 
 So, why push for Twitter 
be one of them. 



Nonprofi t offers ‘Another Chance to Dance’
POINT
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COUNTER-POINT

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“The an-
nouncements 
can be read 
with theatrics. 
It makes you 
laugh and 
makes you 
more inter-
ested.”
-Senior
Andrea Serret

“The morning 
announce-
ments are 
for sharing 
information 
and should be 
read clearly.”
-Senior 
Ashley Bossen

Do you think the 
announcements 

should be read with 
or without theatrics?

Judgemental behavior harms others
Get to the 

pointé
Belle Smith

“I like that she 
is trying to 
have fun with 
the announce-
ments, but she 
goes too far. 
We need to 
actually under-
stand them. ”
-Senior
 Amy Wright

There are more 

telephones than people in 

Washington, D.C.

The world’s biggest pyramid is not in Egypt, but in Mexico

President Taft weighed over 

300 lbs and once got stuck 

in the white house bathtub

The word “purple” does not 
rhyme with any other word 
in the English language

The Library of Congress 

has 600 miles of shelves

Courtesy of Snapple.com

“Personally, even if 
I have an issue with 
someone, wasting 
my time fi ghting with 
another person is 
defi nitely not my 
priority.”

 Judgemental comments, 
holding onto anger and frus-
tration along with grudges is 
harmful and destructive to all 
parties involved. 
 Several individuals are 
seen glaring at other students 
and picking fights in the school 
hallways. Is it really worth it to 
throw a punch or give some-
one else a dirty glare? No. It’s 
not. So, why  waste time and 
energy  constantly judging and 
being nasty towards others.
 Personally, even if I have 
an issue with someone, wast-
ing my time fighting with an-
other person is definitely not 
my priority, and I don’t see why 
other people would enjoy how 
stressful having built up judg-
ment is. The stress of worrying 
about someone else “ruining 
my mood” is not a necessity in 
my life. 
 Another side of this harm-
ful roller coaster ride of judge-
ment is the people who are 
being constantly judged. No 
matter how hard someone 
pays attention to the many bad 
or good obstacles people are 
jumping through, nobody can 
really know how that person 
feels. On the other hand, that 
person might be doing a very 
good job at hiding how much 

pain and misery they are fac-
ing. So, when I am feeling 
like judging another individual, I 
step back, away from the situa-
tion, and think about what I am 
not privileged to know.
 Holding grudges is the re-
sult of being overly stubborn. 
Some people do not know how 
to let petty instances and fights 
in the past where they belong. 
The result of holding a grudge 
for way too long can be very 
painful and detrimental to the 
relationship.
 Depending on how long the 
grudge is held and dragged out, 
the chance to resolve the issue 
can be left in the dust by either 
deaths or if the other party stops 
caring.
 Waiting until the future to 
decide to change a grudge is too 
late in some cases. The present 
is the perfect time to let go of 
frustrations, grudges and judge-
mental thoughts and feelings. 
When I chose to let go of stress, 
anger, and judgment, I noticed 
how my look on life changed. I 
became someone who was al-
ways willing to listen to others 
about their personal struggles. 
Negativity rapidly brings down 
the positive quality of life. Is 
holding on to anger worth sacri-
ficing a positive quality of life?
 
 

The controversy over B day 
announcements is unnecessary. 
There’s no problem with a touch of 
dramatic fl air in what is commonly 
a very lighthearted event. The 
announcement items are not 

ridiculously serious, 
and needn’t be made 
so. Speaking in a 
happy tone is not 
causing problems 
to the school nor 
causing students to 
behave poorly. A 
touch of dramatic 
fl air does not change 
the information nor 
does it make it harder 
to understand. 
Opt imism and 
smiling more can 

improve a person’s mood. Pessimism 
can affect the emotions of others and 
cause a domino chain of negativity. 
Theatrics can also attract a student’s 
attention, even if they aren’t pleased 
about it. It makes them want to listen 
and understand what’s being said. A 
voice that doesn’t sound interested 
doesn’t spark students’ or teachers’ 
interests. Students should be positive 
and enjoy life rather than be bored 
by a robot who dislikes every word 
she speaks.

 The morning announcements 
are important, which is why David 
Douglas projects them for the 
whole campus to hear rather than 
having teachers read them to their 

classes. That’s 
why the B day 
announcements 
s h o u l d  b e 
d e l i v e r e d 
straight forward 
without all the 
ext ra  drama 
and “style .” 
The Pledge of 
A l l e g i a n c e , 
for example,  
should always 
r e c e i v e  t h e 
strictest respect. 

Reciting it with inappropriate drama 
and theatrics is unnecessary and can 
even be considered disrespectful. 
The morning announcements 
are important to hear clearly and 
to understand. There is often 
information that needs to be taken 
seriously. When the B day speaker 
adds her fl air in an effort to have 
a little fun, it can confuse the 
information.  And it only takes more 
time, time out of the class period. 
Let’s keep the drama in the PAC 
and not waste class time. 

Once a year, Abby and Sally 
Egland’s beneficial nonprofit 
organization, Abby’s Closet, puts 
on a much-needed free prom dress 

giveaway event 
for all high school 
students within 150 
miles. 

Dur ing  the 
pre-prom season, 
the giveaway is 
held for all high 
school students 
despite income or 
living standard, 
upon  proof  o f 
current high school 
enrollment. This 
unique non-profit 

organization has dresses of all 
sizes, zero-20 plus, in all colors of 
the rainbow, as well as more styles 
than could ever be worn. The phrase 
“Another chance to dance” is used 
around the giveaway, capturing the 
idea of the giveaway in its entirety. 
The purpose of the event is so a once 
loved dress can be given another 
chance to dance, another chance to 
be apart of a high school memory 
another young woman will hold 
dear, at no cost to them or their 
family. 

The Closet began with a simple 
dilemma. Cofounder Abby Egland 
was off to college, when she found 
her old prom dress. With three 
brothers and no one to pass it to, 
Egland, along with her mother, Sally 
Egland, began collecting dresses in 
order to give them to high school 
girls who could use them again. 
Since then, the charity’s popularity 
has only increased, and rightly so.

The overall goal of the give 
away is “to inspire confi dence and 
respect in high school women by 
providing free formal gowns for 
prom and other memorable events,” 

stated Egland. 
The dresses donated are 

collected from many generous 
sources. There are over 40 year-
round drop sites across the city, 
where family, friends, sororities, 
and high schools donate dresses 
and gowns to the charity, making 
it an excellent, interactive outreach 
program in the community directed 
towards young women.

The eleventh giveaway took 
place at the Convention Center in 
March. Its fi rst day began with the 
doors courteously opening to only 
disabled young women in the region, 
where they have fi rst pick of a vast 
selection of dresses. The next two 
days, approximately 500 helpful 
volunteers aid at the event, which 
is funded by corporate and private 
funds secured by fundraising. In 
2014, the tenth giveaway, Abby’s 
Closet had a budget of $30,000, 
with approximately $15,000 
worth of services such as printing, 
moving, and storage donated to the 
organization. 

In its first year, there were 
a total of one thousand dresses 
available, with 325 taken home by 
young women who attended the 
event. Fast-forward to this year, 
where there were a total of 7,777 
dresses on the racks, while 2,213 
are being worn again throughout 
the prom season. In total throughout 
the last eleven years, approximately 
33,000 dresses were donated while 
20,000 have been given “another 
chance to dance”, saving girls both 
money, time, while giving them an 
opportunity to fi nd confi dence and 
feel wonderful in a new gown.

Of course, with success, there 
are complications. There are lesser 
amounts of donations in sizes zero to 
two, as well as dresses above a size 
15. Another challenge is fi nding a 

sponsor for the location of the actual 
giveaway event. Lastly, a necessary 
constant challenge is a wider outreach 
goal. The number of dresses largely 
outweighs that of attendants who take 
those dresses home, something the 
founders and participants alike would 
like to rectify. 

Despite these diffi culties, Egland 
looks on the bright side of things, and 
rightly so. 

“Prom is a rite of passage 
and often times seen as the last 
hurrah for high school girls,” stated 
Egland. “Providing them a dress so 
they can attend and be with their 
friends, without the worries of cost, 
is priceless.” 

A helpful Student Advisory board 
is also present at the organization. 
High school girls are chosen through 
an application process, ultimately 
aiding the charity in organizing local 
dress drives, as well as contribute 
younger perspective and input to the 
Board of Directors. 

The organization has also 
branched into a gracious scholarship 
opportunity: the “Dreams Can Come 
True” contest. Every year, based on 
various requirements, high school 
seniors are chosen to receive one 
thousand dollar scholarships courtesy 
of TJ Maxx. The young lady chosen 
also has the honor of cutting the 
opening ribbon at the next dress 
giveaway. Since its start in 2011, there 
have been 7 recipients at the following 
schools: Glencoe, De La Salle North 
Catholic, Nestucca, South Albany, 
and Centennial. 

The charity, gratefully, has no 
end in sight and only continues to 
grow. 

“It’s more than just a prom dress,” 
stated Egland. “It’s about educating 
young women and encouraging them 
to think about their future, in addition 
to looking amazing in their dress!”

“Theatrics 
can also 
attract a 
student’s 
attention.”

SUZY
McDADE

Announcements
needn’t be 
entirely serious

Hold the theatrics 
when reading
announcements

BROOKE
NELSON

“The char-
ity, grate-
fully, has 
no end in 
sight...”

“Reciting it 
with inappro-
priate drama 
and theatrics is 
unnecessary...”

CASSANDRA
DAVIS
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 Not every American has a place to call  home, and 
in Portland, teens are no exception. Programs like the 
Joe Kreisler Teen Shelter and the Janus Youth Program 
all  work to help teens get off the street  and build their 
own lives.
 The Janus Youth Program has three shelters:  Porch 
Light,  Street  Light,  and Bridge House.  Every evening, 
volunteers for the program go on a mission called the 
Yellow Brick Road. This mission asks volunteers to 
walk the streets to make contacts with homeless youths, 
providing connections to shelters and places to meet 
their  basic needs.   

 “Now what I  l ike is  really being a resource for 
others,” said volunteer Stella Butler.  “I  may not have 
all  the answers but I  know who to call  or where to send 
them.”
 Another shelter that  provides for runaway teens 
is  Harry’s Mother.  This shelter provides 24-hour 
access for runaways ages 9 to 17. Harry’s Mother also 
provides family counseling for runaways ages 13 to 
17.
 Elizabeth House also provides shelter for pregnant 
women, ages 14 to 22. To be eligible,  women must 
be capable of l iving independently and not have other 
children. 
 The Joe Kreisler Shelter,  Janus Youth Program, and 
Elizabeth House are all  located in downtown Portland.

 In cities large and small across the country, 
homeless teenagers can often be found at home 
with a “street family”, while these “families” are 
offenders who commit heinous crimes, such as the 
June 2003 murder of 22-year-old Jessica “Giggles” 
Kate Williams in Portland, Oregon. 
 Williams, who supposedly violated “family” 
rules, was punished with a violent beating, delivered 
by fists, knees, cigarettes, a belt, and a glove with 
a metal insert. She was then stabbed repeatedly 
and dosed in lighter fluid, finding a grisly death 
in being set on fire near the Steel Bridge along the 

Willamette River. 
 Homeless youth like Williams have banded 
together and formed such groups, going so far as to 
appoint their leaders “Father” and “Mother.” They 
are held to rigid codes that stem from prisons and 
their strict conducts between inmates. When these 
children are paroled, they stick to what they know, 
which includes severe punishment and aggression. 
The youth knit together with others who share similar 
experiences and outlooks to take on the world. 
 Street families are a new piece of urban 
subculture. The teens, in some cases expanding into 
their twenties and thirties, have street names, street 
slang, and new survival-based niches that set them 
apart from average gangs in the city. 

 According to freelance reporter and author, 
Rene Denfeld, who focused on Portland street 
families in her book, All God’s Children: Inside 
the Dark and Violent World of Street Families, 
there will only be an uptick in the violence 
caused by these gangs that masquerade as 
families. 
 “It’s a culture that is growing and has 
solidified into a very solid, permanent 
subculture,” stated Denfeld in an interview 
with Salon Media Groups. “My concern is that 
it’s going to become more and more violent 
as these youths commit crimes and violence, 
go away to prison, then get back out on the 
streets.”

Homeless teens commit gruesome murder, author discusses in novel 

Homeless shelters provide care

homeless

teens

Background photo courtesy of blogs.weta.org
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Approximately 24,000 unaccompanied minors experience 
homelessness in the state each year.

Oregon ranks fifth in the nation with the largest homeless 
teen population, behind Nevada, California, Montana, and 
Hawaii, according to the 2014 Annual Homeless Assessment 
Report, or AHAR. The lowest rates reside in New Jersey, Rhode 
Island, Delaware, Wisconsin, and South Dakota. Los Angeles, 
New York City, Las Vegas, San Francisco, and San Jose 
accounted for 27 percent of all homeless youth in the United 
States. California, New York, and Florida had the largest amount 
of unaccompanied homeless teens ages 18 to 24, accounting for 
47 percent of all unaccompanied youth in the country.

Nationally, 80 percent of the homeless population are 
under age 25. Teens ages 12 to 17 are at more risk of being 
homeless than adults. More than two-thirds have mental 
illnesses from experiences in traumatic or stressful situations, 
and as many as 40 percent identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, or Queer, or LGBTQ.

Compared to the ten percent lifetime pregnancy rate 
for housed teens, homeless teens have a 48 percent rate. 
In addition, 75 percent of homeless or runaway teens have 
already dropped out or will drop out of school. Many child 
welfare advocates estimate that there are approximately 1.5 
million homeless teens nationally, the majority belonging to 
a street “family”.

According to New Avenues for Youth, roughly 3,000 
Multnomah County teens were homeless in 2014.

Homeless teens commit gruesome murder, author discusses in novel 

Oregon ranks high on homelessness

homeless

teens

Background photo courtesy of blogs.weta.org
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Smarter Balanced perspective needed

Real world about real character
The Highlander
Should schools fi nd 
the money to create 
college prep clubs 
and programs?

“Whatever you 
end up doing for 
the rest of your 
life, never lose 
character.” 

“Yes to be helpful to students 
during their college search.” 

ESME MENDOZA
PORTLAND, OREGON

TAILER ALBIN
PORTLAND, OREGON

the rest of your 

Blazers’ performance falls fl at
It’s another round one departure for 

the Portland Trail Blazers who, in case 
you don’t know, were eliminated 4-1 to 

the Memphis Grizzlies. 
The game fi ve 99-93 April 
29 loss  saw 6-foot-11 
star forward LaMarcus 
Aldridge ice cold, as he 
was the whole series. He 
shot only 33 percent from 
the fi eld during the entire 
series, hardly star stats. 
Knocking down shots at 
a high rate is normally 
Aldridge’s strong suit.

The Blazers  had a 
record of 51-27 in the 
regular season, which was 

the best in their division. It earned the team 
a spot in the Western bracket of the NBA 
playoffs.  

Before the series started, the analysts 

gave the Blazers an extremely slim chance 
of making the second round, based on 
how Portland played the Grizzlies in the 
regular season. Let’s face it, Memphis 
gave Aldridge and his team some serious 
trouble. The Grizzlies are nicknamed “The 
Grindhouse” for a reason—they play with 
relentless force.  

Two of their star big men, 6-foot-9 post 
Zach Randolph and 7-foot-1 post Marc 
Gasol, have built The Grindhouse into the 
most physical team in the NBA. 

Gasol is in his seventh season with 
the Grizzlies and is having a career year 
in points per game, averaging 17.4 points. 
Marc is not only known for his moves on 
the block; don’t forget he was the 2012-13 
Defensive Player of the Year.

Randolph is in his sixth season with 
the Grizzlies and is known for his bruising 
physical mentality and constant scoring. 
This former Trail Blazer who spent six 

seasons with Portland averages 16.2 points 
per game.

Even though Portland was eliminated 
in the fi rst round—again, that’s not what 
fans are worried about. Aldridge will be a 
free agent this offseason, and rumors are 
circulating that he may consider moving 
onto the Dallas Mavericks (his hometown), 
the Lakers, or the Knicks. But it’s the Spurs 
who seem to be the strongest contender for 
LaMarcus: San Antonio will probably lose 
6-foot-11 power forward and center Tim 
Duncan to retirement. If Aldridge does 
end up leaving Portland, the Blazers have 
plenty of potential replacements they could 
go after in free agency, big names like Al 
Jefferson, Marc Gasol, Kevin Love, and 
Paul Millsap. They’re all players who can  
keep the Blazers in playoff contention. 
Either way, the 2016-17 season will most 
likely bring many changes to the Portland 
roster, and fans will be watching.

 Thus comes the season where 
seniors are saying their goodbyes, 
and more than half of them are not 
sure what the next four years of 
their lives have in store for them.
 A select few are leaving across 
the country for college while others 
will live with their parents until they 
get married in their late 20s. The 
“best friends” will eventually grow 
apart as they head to different col-
leges and the so-called “high school 
sweethearts” will break up because 
long distance relationships rarely 
work out. Soon enough, peers and 
friends will be branching out and 
starting a new lifestyle while being 
separated from each other.
 Four years pass by as quickly 
as the childhood years. High school 
is a stage in which many do not 
realize that the majority of events 
and friendships are temporary. I 
cannot emphasize enough that it is 
defi nitely not the time in life to claim 
love for someone else or commit to 
that person either. We’re much too 
young and immature to make those 
decisions in our lives just yet.
 In this very competitive world, 
character is valued more than what 

school you go to. Whatever you 
end up doing with the rest of your 
life, never lose character. It’s what 
makes you different from anyone 
else. 
 Often times in high school, stu-
dents want to rush into adulthood, 
start their lives, and make impor-
tant decisions concerning love 
and their futures. Patience must 
play a role in this case. As young 
adults, we have not had enough 
life experience to make those de-
cisions, and it’s important to admit 
that certain events in life are yet to 
come. We’re only young once, so 
we need to enjoy the moment while 
it lasts.
 College brings on more chal-
lenges and more pressure, but 
despite that it’s most important to 
stay true to yourself and never lose 
a sense as to where you’re from. 
When choosing a career, make 
sure to choose your passion. For 
something you’ll be doing for the 
rest of your life, make sure you love 
and enjoy it.   
 Last of all, keep your promises 
and never give up. Best of luck to 
you all graduating seniors.

 Ever since the announcement came all high school juniors 
would have to take the Smarter Balanced test, the response has 
been nothing but negative. This mostly comes from ignorant 

students who have no idea what they’re 
complaining about, but also from people who 
read headlines and jump to conclusions. Even 
teachers have fallen prey to this, and advised 
students to opt out of the test.
      The Smarter Balanced exam isn’t that 
much different than the OAKS test. Some of 
the questions are formatted differently. For 
the reading, there are questions that require 
you to read an essay and write an appropriate 
conclusion. Sometimes a recording is used 
and questions are asked of it. There are also 
a few two part questions, where the second 
answer is dependent on the fi rst. The major-
ity of the test is still reading a passage and 
inferring defi nition or identifying themes.  
     One of the fi rst things that is brought up is 
that up to 65 percent of students are expected 
to fail the exam. However, this comes in a 

school district where 15% of the students dropped out in 2014, 
and only 75% graduated on time. A depressing statistic matches 
another depressing statistic, yet no students are freaking out 
and citing the graduation rate.
 Another big issue many people bring up is that some of 
the scorers for the test have been hired off of Craigslist for as 
little as $11 an hour. What they don’t mention is that there are 
requirements that need to be met for actually getting the job. 
A minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree is needed, and they are 
also trained to score the test. There are many college graduates 
having trouble fi nding work. And how hard can it be to score 
a standardized test? It is essentially the same test being given 
to everyone, with the same answers, being scored by educated 
people in need of jobs. 
Instead of everyone quoting statistics that they don’t under-
stand, they should focus on doing the best they can on the test, 
and graduating.

“Even teach-
ers have fallen 
prey to this, 
and advised 
students to 
opt out of the 
test” 

CALEB
BOCKELMAN

AVID 
program
helpful

“High school should prepare 
students for college, that’s 
what it is meant to do, so, 
yes.” 

JASON WOJTAS
PORTLAND, OREGON

“It’s the 
Spurs who 
seem to be 
the strongest 
contender for 
LaMarcus.” 

JAYDIN
PROCTOR

branching 
out
Rikka Gustey

every year for the past five years. The 
increase in private nursing homes is 
understandable in this case. They should 
cost more since each resident gets more 
attention and care than larger, public and 
hospital-run nursing homes. 
 Rega rd l e s s  o f  wh ich  home  an 
elderly patience chooses, these facilities 
should be able to talk to the patients 
to determine a monthly amount that 
doesn’t hurt their fixed incomes—or 
the finances of their families. These 
facilities need to understand that some 
may be able to pay more than others 
because  the i r  fami ly  i s  wea l th ie r. 
Elderly people should be able to choose 
a  p r iva te  nurs ing  home and  these 
facilities  should be able to settle on 
a price that is affordable to all elderly 
people, even personal needs. 

 Care.gov states that Rosewood, a 
private facility is a five star nursing 
h o m e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y 
complaints, as well. There are pros and 
cons to every facility, but regardless of 
the rating, family of the patient should 
still take the initiative to check up on 
how the nurses and caregivers are doing 
their jobs. 
 In some cases, the elderly aren’t 
given the care they are needed. There 
is no reason for the cost of the facility 
be so expensive with a lack of benefits. 
Perhaps it should be established for there 
to be monthly or weekly inspections in 
all nursing homes around the nation. No 
elderly person should be treated badly 
or with no respect. If they pay so much 
to be taken care of, care shall be given 
to them. 

Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) is an example of a 
high school program that prepares young 
adults for a successful future. The name 
says it all, students have to work hard 
for what they want. Participants range 

from 12-18 years of age, 
a reminder that it is never 
too early to start planning 
for the future. After a 
duration in the program, 
improvements tend to 
occur in areas such as 
organization, teamwork, 
good work ethic, problem 
solving, writing, and other 
essential skills for a young 
individual.  

 A s t u d e n t 
should leave AVID with 
the knowledge on how 
to excel in all academic 

common course areas. The program aspires 
to bring out the best in every student and 
teach them helpful skills they may apply 
to their life in the future. Students also 
work on team building activities that will 
teach them how to work with others and 
build a strong relationship with their peers. 
Binder checks help students stay organized 
with simple reminders such as organizing 
by subjects and carrying essential school 
supplies. 

AVID also offers field trips down 
to many different college campuses to 
encourage members to think about their 
future. While in AVID students learn that 
college is an important aspect of success 
and it should be treated with great interest 
and dedication. Essentially what AVID 
would like to accomplish is to have you 
think seriously about attending college in 
your future. 

I actually belonged to AVID at one 
point and I can truly say it helped me 
prepare for high school in ways that 
nothing else could’ve. I learned many 
concepts in AVID that is not presented in 
schools anymore. I defi nitely know it pays 
off to join AVID in the end. I recommend 
it to any students looking for a little extra 
help and motivation in school.

“The 
program 
aspires to 
bring out 
the best in 
every stu-
dent...” 

LIZBETH
ALVAREZ

 According to a CNN article, public 
nursing homes are up to about $80,000 

a  y e a r ,  w h i c h  h a s 
g o n e  f r o m  $ 6 7 , 5 2 7 
to  $83,950 in  recent   
yea rs .  However,  the 
24 percent raise is not 
an intelligent solution 
to increase the quality 
of these public homes, 
cons ider ing  the  fac t 
that most patients are 
there  due  to  l imi ted 
finances and a lack of 
family members who 
are willing to take care 
of them.. 
 A c c o r d i n g  t o 

NY Daily News, the rate for private 
nursing homes has increased four percent 

“... these facili-
ties should be 
able to settle on 
a price that is   
affordable to all 
elderly people” 

LETICIA
CANUL-AKE

“Yeah, everyone should 
have the opportunity to 
fi nd college information.” 

All nursing homes should be affordable



   

Entertainment 9ENTERTAINMENTMAY 15, 2015Highlander

‘Guardians’ out of this world

‘Changing Batteries’ packs a shock

AnCadenza ‘Kintsugi’ hits positive note

COMING
 PORTLAND

SUMMER

to

•Jane’s Addiction
•Crystal Ballroom 
•July 21

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“Guardians 
of the Galaxy 
because Chris 
Pratt is super 
hunky.” 

-Junior 
Jace Adams

What is 
the best 

superhero 
movie?

“The 
Avengers--it’s 
funny and
there’s 
action.”

-Sophomore
Nathan 
Christensen

“Ironman, 
because he 
reminds me of 
me.” 

-Senior Toni 
Hrvic

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“I fell in love 
the way you fall 

asleep: slowly, and 
then all at once”

•Stars the same 
actors as were in 
Divergent

•Won the Movie 
of the Year award 
at the MTV Movie 
Awards

•Quote was 
inspired by Ernest 
Hemingway 

this

the

“Spiderman 
because of 
Peter Parker.”

-Senior
Nahshonia 
Zerufael

•Bite of Oregon
•Waterfront Park
•August

•98.7 CountryFest
•Waterfront Park
•May 31

•MusicFestNW
•Waterfront Park
•August 21-23

•Nico & Vinz
•Wonder Ballroom
•June 3

Guardians of the Galaxy, directed 
by James Gunn,  and released Aug, 
1, 2014, has a galaxy of personality, 
taking a comic-fi lm-process spinoff, 
along with impressive CGI, and a 
home hitting soundtrack.

Guardians of 
the Galaxy centers 
around Peter Quill 
who is abducted by 
aliens. Twenty-six 
years later he must 
escape a prison 
with a  band of 
misfits, including 
a humanoid tree, 
a talking raccoon, 
a green skinned 
assassin, and an alien 

incapable of understanding metaphors 
or innuendos. They must prevent 
a genocidal megalomaniac named 
Ronan from destroying a planet with 
a powerful orb.

The film boasts a new plot 
which perfectly brings the characters 
together without insulting fans. 
Originally, the Guardians of the 
Galaxy were a byproduct of the 
Annihilation: Conquest comic, where 

a group of heroes team up to destroy 
Phalanx virus, which is under the 
influence of Ultron. Instead, the 
fi lm follows a simple storyline that 
perfectly introduces the characters 
to the cinematic world, keeping and 
emphasizing the outlaw vigilante side 
of them. While Peter Quill’s comic 
origin and film origin differ, they 
create the same character, a jerk whom 
people are always angry with and, at 
the same time, a loveable samaritan. 
Gunn kept to this character, putting a 
Han Solo spin on it, creating a perfect 
main character for the fi lm. This sets 
the stage for a lot more comic to fi lm 
changes that even the most die hard 
comic geeks and nerds like me can 
appreciate. 

The film sports stunning 
CGI, though it has a few errors. It 
immediately shows off its effects with 
young Quill being abducted by a CGI 
spaceship. The next scene pushes the 
CGI even more, as Quill uses a scanner 
to see the past events of a city. As the 
scanner passes over the ground, we 
see people walking, talking, playing 
with dogs, almost as if they are really 
there, but shaky and pixelated enough 

to see that it is a hologram. The quality 
gets unsteady when Groot and Rocket 
are introduced. While the builds and 
proportions refl ect a realistic view, 
the characters are clearly CGI when 
looking at the texture of Groot’s skin 
and Rocket’s fur. Raccoon fur does 
not stand out on end like Rocket’s, 
and has a softer quality. Groot’s skin 
is supposed to be like tree bark, rough 
and not very shiny, though it looks 
more like slick metallic wood.

The fi lm benefi ts from a beautiful 
soundtrack, comprised of songs from 
the 60 and 70s. Gunn asked composer 
Tyler Bates to choose some of the score 
fi rst so that Gunn could fi lm to the 
music. The score includes songs like 
Blue Swede’s ”Hooked on a feeling”, 
that really strike us as an Earthly 
quality, showing us that despite being 
on this grand space opera, Peter Quill 
is still just human. Gunn said that he 
would often be inspired by songs to 
create scenes, or he would look through 
the songs to fi nd one that fi t a scene 
that needed music. All of his musical 
choices and techniques helped Gunn 
to create a radiant score for all around 
feel-good movie.

“Changing Batteries,” a 2013 short  3D 
animation film by Sunny Side Up Productions, from 
Malaysia, may not sound captivating, however it’s 
life-changing once watched. 

This short five-minute film is about an 
older woman who lives alone, and 
receives a robot from her son, when 
he couldn’t make it back for the 
year. The relationship between the 
two then sprouted. Even though 
the film may only be five minutes 
long, it has an extremely simple, 
but important message. 

The film begins with the older 
woman hearing the doorbell and 
going to check to see if it was 
her son, but only seeing a box 
with a note on top saying that the 

son could not make it home t hat year. The older 
woman, who at this point is very torn, opens the 
box, turns the robot on, and puts it to work. The 
robot becomes the caretaker for the older woman 

and looks after her.
This film conveys a very important message 

playing off of how her son couldn’t make it back 
again for the year. It was the second time already, 
and his mom was overly devastated because she 
was really looking forward to seeing her son. This 
happens all the time in everyday life where maybe 
relatives can’t make it back for the holidays to 
see their mom, dad, grandparents, etc. This really 
makes it hard on the person left alone. 

The mountain and grassland view outside the 
front porch of the mother’s house was beautiful and 
very pleasing to look at. It was constantly shown 
throughout the film. The film was not awkward at 
all, even though there is no dialogue in the film. No 
dialogue gives the film a greater meaning. 

The film is high quality. The colors, and 
contrast, are very enjoyable. The way the settings 
and places are drawn is very appealing. The ending 
is incredibly emotional. Overall, this film was 
really well-qmade considering it was made by a 
group of students in Malaysia.

“...the 
fi lm was 
really well-
made.”

VINCENT
XIONG

“Film ben-
efi ts from 
a beautiful 
soundtrack.”

MITCHELL
MARTIN

 The eighth studio album from 
Death Cab for Cutie, Kintsugi, 
pleasantly surprised fans interna-
tionally with a tone reminiscent of 
past albums. 
 Fans received a taste of the al-
bum on the alternative rock station, 
94.7 FM, months before the album 
was scheduled to be released with 
the song Black Sun.

Death Cab also released an-
other two songs prior to the al-
bum’s offi cial release: No Room in 
Frame and The Ghosts of Beverly 
Drive. 
 Their album prior to Kintsugi, 
Codes and Keys, struck a different 
note with the band’s audience. In-
stead of the minor chords and more 
“angsty” songs the band is known 
for, Codes and Keys had happier, 
more uplifi ting songs, thanks to 
lead singer Ben Gibbard’s ex-wife 
Zooey Deschanel. 
 In contrast with Codes and 
Keys, Kintsugi showed how Death 
Cab regressed back to their more 
melancholy state, presumably 
caused by Gibbard’s divorce. In 
No Room in Frame, Gibbard sings 
about how he felt like he was in the 

way of his signifi cant other’s ca-
reer, a career in the spotlight. The 
title of the album, too, rings of re-
pair after divroce, and maybe even 
after the leaaving of band member 
Chris Walla. Kintsugi is also the 
word for the Japanese technique 
of repairing broken pottery. 
 The album can be easily com-
pared to their fi rst albums, ones that 
came out almost two decades ago. 
The album We Have the Facts and 
We’re Voting Yes consists of many 
similar sounds--minor chords and 
hard-hitting lyrics. 
 Howeever, what this album 
lacks that every other album 
consists of is the old “second-in-
command,” Chris Walla. Walla an-
nounced he was leaving the band 
late 2014, amidst rumors of the 
band breaking up. 
 Gibbard and the other band 
members admitted that Walla leav-
ing was a loss, but tributed the 
name of the album to the change 
in dynamic. 
 Death Cab for Cutie will be 
coming to McMenamin’s Edgefi eld 
on July 8, as part of their Kintsugi
tour. 

•MusicFestNW

way of his signifi cant other’s ca-
reer, a career in the spotlight. The 
title of the album, too, rings of re-
pair after divroce, and maybe even 
after the leaaving of band member 

 is also the 
word for the Japanese technique 

 The album can be easily com-
pared to their fi rst albums, ones that 
came out almost two decades ago. 



Lack of communication leads to baseball loss

ALINE ALVAREZ
news editor
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Softball loses to Gresham

Boys’ golf places 4th at Districts

    

Odighizuwa 
Oregonian 
Wrestler of 
the Year

HOLLY HIBDON
opinions editor

RUCKER

The baseball team took advantage of dry weather to practice in preparation for their game against 
Clackamas, which they lost 8-0. The boys last season game was against Gresham.   Photo by Isaiah Mortensen

TONI CHERRY
features editor

 The softball team lost to 
Gresham 15-1 on  May 11. 
 Gresham started the fi rst 
inning with a four-run surge, 
leaving the Scots behind at the 
top of the inning, 4-0. 
 Senior infi elder Gennah 
Schoen scored from third base 
in the bottom of the fi rst due 
to a lack of communication 
Gresham error. Freshman in-
fi elder Jennifer-Oliva-Lopez 
then stole second base, allow-
ing Schoen to score, making 
the score 4-1.   
 Douglas showed team-
work in the second inning 

with strong 
yet unproduc-
tive at-bats. In 
the third in-
ning Gresham 
scored most of 
its runs, ending 
the inning 8-1 
and making it 

diffi cult for the Scots to attempt 
a comeback. 
 In the fourth and fi nal fi fth 
inning, Gresham had several 
productive trips to the plate, 
adding 7 more runs.
 “The girls have shown 
more competitiveness through 
the season,” said coach Staci 
Heath. “This game was just one 
of those bad days.”   

 

SCHOEN

Athletes Of 
The

 Month

The baseball team suffered 
a 10-5 defeat to the Gresham 
Gophers at their last home game 
due to defensive errors and a lack of 
communication during a wet, rainy 
game.

“Sometimes the calls aren’t 
always in our favor,” said junior 
third baseman Ronnie Graham.

The highlight of the game occurred when senior 
outfi elder Ross Wilson hit a triple. Senior Brandon 
Feroben had to stop catching because of a hurt hand 
to play left fi eld. Junior Nate Lampert, who usually 
plays fi rst base, played right fi eld after being relieved 
by senior center fi elder William Macias.

“I’m hoping we can up our communication 
skills for the last game this season,” said senior 
pitcher and left fi elder Brock Jackson. 

Since it was the last home game of the season 
and Senior Night, all seniors were allowed to start.

The Scots current record is 5-19,  and their 
league record is 2-14. The team is ranked 44 out of 
49 in the state. This year’s team of 16 has 8 seniors, 
which means next years team will not only have 
a recently hired coach but nearly an entirely new 
roster. 

The game was played during a fair amount of 
rain which didn’t help the outcome. The ball was 
wet and visibility not entirely clear.

 

 J u n i o r 
O s a w a -
ru “Osa” 
O d i g h i -
zuwa has 
been  named 
“Wrestler of 
the Year” by 
the Orego-

nian for the 2014-15 season. 
 Odighizuwa fi nished his 
season with a perfect 45-0 re-
cord. This marks the second 
season that Odighizuwa main-
tained a perfect, undefeated  re-
cord. His only loss was during a 
tournament last summer, 2014. 
 Odighizuwa competed in 
the 285-pound, Class 6A in the 
OSAA state tournament where 
he helped the team to a second 
place fi nish.
 Odighizuwa is now a can-
didate for Oregonlive’s Athlete 
of the Year, a prestigious  award 
given to the state’s top athlete. 
He will be media coached by a 
reporter, participate in a photo 
shoot from an Oregonian pho-
tographer, and be given a trophy 
to be kept in the school’s trophy 
case.

NASCAR drivers need caution

“I know that 
this is racing... but 

the disregard for 
other drivers is 
unacceptable.”

Snacker’s 
Sports 
Spot

 NASCAR driver Kyle Busch held 
a press conference on April 15 to ex-
plain his thought process after a crash 
at Daytona in February which fractured 
his foot and leg. 
 The driver who initially started the 
crash was sandwiched by Busch and 
another driver. He then span out and 
hit other drivers. Busch skimmed the 
driver and went to the asphalt beside 
the track, losing control of the car and 
ramming head fi rst into the wall. 
 Too many NASCAR drivers have 
died because of other drivers, most 
notably Dale Earnhardt Sr. Senior 
was bumped by Sterling Martin, which 
caused him to run into the wall while 
being hit by Martin. That entire crash 
could have been avoided if Martin had 
played it safe and taken the opportunity 
to pass at a later time.
 Drivers can get mad at the drivers 
who wrecked themselves and kill them-
selves. Three-time Sprint Cup cham-

pion Tony Stewart bumped another 
dirt-track driver. The driver got mad, 
jumped out of his car, and ran in front 
of Stewart to try and stop him. He was 
hit and killed. 
 At the Richmond race on April 26, 
as a driver was pulling into his pit, he 
almost hit a crew member of another 
team, so close that he knocked the tire 
out of that crew member’s hand.
 I know this is part of racing. I know 
drivers have to get close to another in 
order to get ahead, but the disregard 
for other drivers’ safety is unaccept-
able. I constantly see other drivers 
bumping into each other and causing 
crashes. Drivers probably crash other 
drivers so they can have to move up in 
places. Even though the cars are de-
signed to keep drivers safe from 200 
MPH crashes, drivers still die because 
of peers recklessness. They need to 
know that those are people in those 
cars. 

Isaiah Mortensen
April

ODIGHIZUWA

The boys’ golf team placed fourth at 
districts on May 4-5 at Glendoveer Golf 
Course, qualifying for Regionals.

During districts, senior Joey Baker 
scored an 86 both days. Senior Patrick 
Aguirre scored 88 and 87. Sophomore 
Dylan Lindholm scored 90 and 91. 
Senior Jamison Belmont scored 92 and 
100, and junior Darrion Sansom scored 
104 and 85. The combined team score 
equaled 705.

“We played our way into the 
postseason and I’m proud of this 
team,” said coach Tyler Satterthwaite. 
“Anything can happen in 18 holes at 
Regionals.”

Regionals is 
the fi nal level before 
teams and individuals 
qualify for State. 

Baker, who 
is ranked 12 in the 
conference, was 
awarded Honorable-
Mention All League.  
Sansom shot the 
lowest individual 
score, an 85,  by day 
two of districts. 

“Despite the fact 
that I love golf,  it was 
a really early morning 
and it was a tough 
couple holes because 

I wasn’t in the mood,” said Baker. 

SAMSOM

BAKER

WILSON

KELLEBREW
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Boys’ tennis thrashes Gophers, Rams

Track and Field boys victorious, girls struggle
RIKKA GUSTEY
opinions editor

Senior Ân Tran warms up before a home match vs. Oregon City. The boys went 
on to defeat Gresham and Central Catholic on May 6.        Photo by David Veenstra

Girls’ tennis loses to Gresham

JV 

MHC
at a

HIGHLANDER’S
JV PLAYERS

OF THE
MONTH

OLEG SHPUGANICH
BOYS’ TENNIS

AMONTAY WELCH
TRACK AND FIELD

 The girls’ tennis team served 
up some of their best despite a loss 
to the Gresham Gophers in their 
May 4 match. Gresham won with 
a 5-3 match score.
 In singles, David Douglas 
won 2 out of 4 matches. Senior 
Camille Ramirez won in straight 
sets, 6-3, 6-3, and senior Stephanie 
Huynh earned her win by prevail-
ing in three sets 5-7, 6-0, 6-2. 

In doubles, David Douglas won 
1 out of 4 matches. Junior Ser-
ena Marshal and sophomore Inna 
Vecherkina won in straight sets, 7-5, 
6-4. However, freshmen Abby Al-
varez and Hannah Whitlock played 
a close match that went three sets. 
Alvarez and Whitlock won the first 
set 6-1, while Gresham won the sec-
ond set 6-3. Gresham won the third 
set 6-3. 
 The team also participated in 
the 6A-3 MHC District Tournament 
May 11-13.

DAVID VEENSTRA
sports editor

Girls’ golf qualifies for Regionals 

 The girls’ golf team qualified 
for Regionals after a strong show-
ing at the district tournament on 
Glendoveer’s East Golf Course. On 
the first day of the two-day compe-
tition junior Toni Cherry shot a 98, 
senior Tessa Meyer scored a 93, se-
nior Celina Vidos shot a 96, junior 
Emma Chapman shot a 99, and 
freshman Taryn Stauning finished 
with a 146. On the second day, 

sophomore Kyrie 
Howarth scored 
a 113. Chapman 
finished with a 
109, Cherry shot 
a 101, Vidos shot 
a 108, and Meyer 
ended up with a 
99.  Regionals 

was held in Hillsboro. “The season 
was really great, and the team is full 
of really motivated girls,” Meyer 
said. “That helped us achieve our 
goals at districts.” 

     Clackamas and Central Cath-
olic as of May 8 are ranked first 
and second respectively in the 
OSAA baseball rankings, while 
Gresham is seventh. The Cava-
liers won 19 of 23 games, while 
the Rams are 17-5 and the Go-
phers are 13-9. The Rams lead 
Clackamas in the Mt. Hood 
Conference though with a better 
league record having lost only 
one league contest  to the Go-
phers. David Douglas is last in 
the Mt. Hood Conference. The 
Scots have a 1-13 league record 
with their only conference vic-
tory coming against Oregon 
City.  Reynolds is ranked 15th 
by the OSAA having a 16-7 
overall record and going 8-6 
in the Mt. Hood Conference. 
Barlow is ranked 20th with the 
Bruins having a 10-10 overall 
record and 6-8 league record.

The track and field team recorded a boys’ victory 
against Clackamas and Central Catholic on April 29.

First place finishers included senior Joshua Kelle-
brew in the 800m, senior Shakur Gross in the 110m and 
300m hurdles, senior Kashta Booker and junior Brian 
Romero in high jump, and senior Vadim Verbelchuk in 
javelin. The boys’ 4x400 relay team also placed first 
with a time of 3:33.43. Second place finishers included 
sophomore Juan Magana in the 100m, senior Jim Vargas 
in the 400m, freshman Hassan Ibrahim in the 800m, 
senior Stanford Toloke in the 110m hurdles, and junior 
Pavel Opanasyuk in triple jump.

On the girls’ side, first place finishers included 
junior Kennedy Engelgau for shot put and freshman 
Savannah Proske for high jump. Engelgau also placed 
second in javelin and Proske came in third for triple 
jump. Senior Anahi Segovia was also a third place fin-
isher in the discus event. The girls’ overall score came 
up short against both opposing teams. 

The boys ended up with a win against Clackamas 
and Central Catholic, with a score of 87-58 against 
Clackamas and 79-62 against Central Catholic.

ANGELA NGUYEN
news editor

L-R: senior Kingsley Armah, sophomore Amontay Welch and senior Tommy Ngo prepare to sprint 
during a practice at David Douglas.                                               Photo by  Chi LI

SARAH BRADBURY
features editor

The boys’ tennis team was 
victorious against the Central 
Catholic Rams with a match score 
of 6-2 at its away game at Parkrose 
Middle School on May 6. 

There was a total of four 
singles positions and one doubles 
position that won. Senior Danny 
Nguyen won  6-1, 6-1. Senior An 
Tran won 6-2, 6-7, 7-5. Sopho-
more David Veenstra won 6-1, 
5-7, 6-4, and junior Jackie Li 
won 6-3, 6-4. For the doubles, 
senior Hunter Davis and sopho-
more Chris Boyer triumphed 
over Central Catholic 6-3, 6-1. 
Juniors Quan Tran and Baoheng 
Duong won in three sets against 
the Rams. 

The Scots also played and 
won a home match against the 
Gresham Gophers on May 4 with 
a match score of 6-2. There were 
two singles winning positions, and 

all four doubles 
positions won.     
      For singles, 
Boyer won 6-2, 
6-3, and Veenstra 
won 6-3,  6-4. 
For doubles, Du-
ong and Q. Tran 
won 6-3,  6-2, 
seniors Frankie 
Cao and Kevin 
Pham won 2-6, 
6-3, 6-0, senior 
Toni Hrvic and 
Davis won 6-1, 
6-3, and juniors 
Phuoc Tran and 
Jackie Li won 
6-2, 6-2. 

The MHC Tournament took 
place at David Douglas and Glen-
doveer from May 11-13. On the 
first day at David Douglas, three 
out of four singles players lost. 
Hrvic and senior O’Shae Harris 
won their doubles match against 
Reynolds. 

HARRIS

HRVIC

Oregonian Athlete of the Year

Osawaru Odighizuwa

GLANCE

DAVID VEENSTRA
sports editor

CHERRY

Rams and 
Cavaliers atop 
OSAA rankings



Mark Gaulke, in memory

Former music director Mark Gaulke led the DDHS marching band from the 1980s into 
the 1990s. Gualke sadly passed away on March 10.                  Photo courtesy Gaulke Family

TOMMY LARRACAS
cub reporter

 

Local farm offers Seed Starting Workshop

NHS volunteers at Snow Cap
KATHRYN TUCKER

cub reporter

The National Honor 
Society volunteered their 
time to assist staff at 
SnowCap Community 
Charities on SE Stark on 
Feb. 25.

Founded in 1967, the 
Suburban Neighborhoods 
Operation Witness 
Community Action 
Program, or SnowCap, is a 
philanthropic establishment. 
Its primary focus is 
providing food, clothing, 
and other services to the 
less fortunate. Through 
a network of over 1,000 
volunteers, including the 

National Honor Society, or 
NHS, the organization feeds 
over 8,000 each month, with 
donations and food drives 
providiing he resources. 
NHS has been volunteering 
at SnowCap for the past eight 
years. NHS visits SnowCap 
once a month, typically 
every fourth Wednesday, to 
donate time and volunteer 
hours. Should SnowCap not 
have enough work for NHS, 
members may also help in 
restocking refrigerators and 
freezers within the pantries.

“Most of the volunteers 
during the day are senior 
citizens,” said NHS advisor 
Sarah Williams. “So, it’s 
nice for the SnowCap staff 

to give the National Honor 
Society some of the heavy-
lifting jobs.”

Along with monthly 
volunteering at SnowCap, 
NHS backed roughly 25 
activities during the school 
year. Some of these events 
include assisting with 
school registration in the 
summer and participating 
in three harvest carnivals 
during the fall. NHS also 
volunteered at the Holiday 
Bazaar, held by The 
Parent Teacher Student 
Association, or PTSA. 
NHS also held a Giving 
Tree in the North Cafeteria 
for local children last 
December.
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SummerWorks for 
job-seeking students

JAMES FISHER
cub reporter

 SummerWorks is a program 
that allows students to earn money, 
gain skills, and develop good work 
habits. The program is looking for 
high school and college students 
between the  ages of 16-21. 
Students will have to apply online.  
School-to-career coordinator 
Sarah Dorn can answer questions 
in the College and Career Center. Highlander’s

PERSON OF THE MONTH

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

YANA KOSTINA
cub reporter

Skyline offering new binding option
D’SA ROLLY
cub reporter

SEBASTIAN PETREUS
COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

GOVERNOR’S BUDGET

A Seed Starting Workshop is part of the 
Outer Southeast Farmer Training Project, 
a monthly project held on Foster Road at 
Zenger Farm that lets gardeners and small 
scale farmers learn how to care for seedlings 
alongside friends and neighbors. 

Seed Starting was the theme of the 
workshop held on March 18. Attendees 
learned about germination and transplanting. 
Seed starting was taught by workshop leader 
Kathy Katz, a volunteer with 25 years of 
experience studying and practicing small 
scale food production models. The project is 
community based. Participants decide upon 
the workshop and design the training. 

Zenger Farm hosts workshops with 
occasional tours of gardens and farms. 
With the help of the Powellhurst-Gilbert 
Neighborhood Association, the project was 
started in 2012. Zenger Farm involved the 
community in planning and hosted the fi rst 
workshop in April that year. Since then, it  has 
engaged over 100 participants in farm and 
garden planning.

“Small-scale farms are organic and use 
less chemicals,” said oceanic biology teacher 
David Gilbert. 

Besides the Outer Southeast Farmer 
Training Project, Zenger Farm also grows four 
acres of mixed of mixed vegetables and fruits, 
raises hens year round and turkeys seasonally. 
The farm doesn’t use any pesticides, letting 
the hens to provide the fertilizer. 

Mark Gaulke, former Floyd 
Light Middle School Principal and 
David Douglas High School Music 
Director, sadly passed away on 
March 10.

Gaulke spent his entire teaching 
career at David Douglas. He started 
teaching at Floyd Light, which later 
led him to the high school’s music 
department. He became District 
Music Supervisor in 1990, while 
also working as band director at 
the high school. He eventually was 
chosen the conductor of the Oregon 
All-State Jazz Ensemble. 

Gaulke earned the Stanbury 
Award from the American School 
Band Directors Association 

after years of 
collaborating with 
other artists who 
visited Portland.

He was chosen 
an assistant 
principal of Floyd 
Light Middle School 
in 1995, and later 
became its principal 

in 2004. He retired in February of 
2013.

His legacy will continue 
through a memorial fund created 
by the David Douglas Educational 
Foundation.

“Mark was tough but fair,” 
said principal John Bier, who was a 
colleague of Gaulke for many years 
at the high school. “When it came 
down to it he cared about kids.”

A new tape binding option offered by 
the Skyline district printing service will 
make printing jobs, such as booklets and 
large packets, easier and of better quality. 

Currently, processed printing jobs 
include two options: stapling and coiling. 
The new binding option will make large, 
multiple page jobs less time consuming. 
The new mechanism  is called Flashback 

9. Specialized tape will be used to bind 
pages together. Flashback 9 is rented by 
the district for  $95 a month, half of which 
will go toward the eventual purchase of the 
machine. 

“It will be rented on a monthly basis, and 
will only be used to experiment on whether 
or not we should keep it permanently,” said 
communications director Dan McCue. 

Flashback 9 is manufactured by Powis 
Parker. The district is renting the machine 
from a local company called My Binding.

district was paying the remaining cost of full 
day kindergarten out of title funds.

The board of education and the legislative 
revenue offi ce have both given different 
estimates on how a budget should look, so the 
district is challenged on deciding on a plan. 

After lowering the contingency, an 
estimation of the money left over at the end of 
the year to three percent, the district was able to 
come up with a more solid plan that saves jobs. 
This means no extra spending unless absolutely 
necessary. This drop in contingency will save 
staff and even possibly add jobs. 

At this time, the district is working to 
at least make zero cuts in staff and fi nalize a 
budget for next year. If necessary, classifi ed 
contracts such as secretaries, bus drivers, 
kitchen staff, and instructional assistants are 
the fi rst to be reduced. After that, seniority and 
the programs teachers teach help decide which 
certifi ed contracts would be reduced. 

“If I had to get rid of fi ve high school 
teachers, I have to fi gure out which department 
they’re coming from,” said superintendent Don 
Grotting.   “If the fi ve teachers, when you use 
seniority, were all math teachers, I can’t get rid 
of all my math teachers.” 

GAULKE
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