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The annual Pennies for Patients coin drive collected over $4,000 in aid to the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society this year.              Photo by Anca Matica

The district offi ce will be moving to SE 107th and Halsey to make 
room for the high school’s expansion into the current district offi ce, 
set to take place this summer.

Representatives—including a few DDHS alumni—from local 
post-secondary institutions and companies met with high school faculty 
on Dec. 11, 2014 to discuss the possibilities that could come from the 
current district offi ce building, the focus being on STEAM: science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math.

“We don’t want to spend hundreds or millions of dollars to fi nd 
out we’re doing the wrong thing,” Superintendent Don Grotting said.

District STEAM Coordinator Angie Ortiz-McNeese presented the 
goals for the STEAM program’s fi rst year, namely to develop a vision, 

determine the current inventory, and assess what is needed. Among the 
proposals is an innovation lab, a fl exible room for students to tinker 
with materials. In a nod to career pathways DDHS offered in the past, 
principal John Bier proposed an updated version of the program, this 
time connecting the pathways with a postsecondary opportunity.

“We participate quite a bit with the university system,” ZGF Archi-
tects representative David Grigsby said. 

The representatives were shown a tour of the district offi ce and south 
building, including stops at the auto shop, greenhouse, woods and metals 
rooms, ceramics room, and performing arts center. 

“I was rather impressed with the shops and art,” Microchip repre-
sentative Dan Dugan said.

The tour featured currently inactive programs that are expected to 
return next school year in addition to currently active programs.

this fi ght.”
 Leukemia is a cancer that affects blood 
and bone marrow.  Leukemia blood cells in 
bone marrow grow out of control. According 
the the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, the 
United States diagnosed 52,380 new cases in 
2014. According to University of Pennsylvania 
researcher Carl June, they have made progress. 
They have learned a way to teach the immune 
system to recognize and then kill tumor cells by 
infecting T-cells with HIV to genetically change 
the T-cells to react against leukemia cells.
 Students also had the opportunity to have 
their picture taken with Santa Claus in Decem-
ber in a fundraiser that went toward helping 
children with cancer.
 “I’m really glad we’re doing this,” sopho-
more Eliza Fitch said, who helped collect 
“Pasta for Patients” boxes. “I’m really glad 
David Douglas stepped up to help possibly 
impact someone’s life.”

•Retired English
 teacher

•Has volunteered 
 eight years at the HS

•Commutes 20 miles
 round trip to the HS

•Sprinkled with 
 sawdust

Two assistant 
principals receive
state awards

Boys basketball
conquered Reynolds 70-60

See DISTRICT OFFICE Page 12

J

 David Douglas has once again partnered 
with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in 
a campaign to raise donations in the fi ght to 
cure cancer.
 “Pasta for Patients” will be rewarding 
English teacher Michelle Wood’s sixth period 
class an Olive Garden all-you-can-eat pasta, 
salad, and breadstick meal for raising $675.00 
to fi ght Leukemia and aid the Lymphoma 
Society. The high school as a whole raised 
$4,423.31.
 “The people of David Douglas have a 
long history of stepping up to support mul-
tiple causes to add value to our community 
and beyond,” said activities director Eric 
Wadsworth. “This year is no different. If 
every school raises the amount we raised, 
there would be $128,275.99 going toward 
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 The district has hired “Mystery Shoppers” 
to generate feedback about all the schools and 
facilities. 
 “Mystery shoppers” are actually employees 
of a San Diego fi rm called Advanced Feedback, 
founded in 1991 to inspect various establishments 
and deliver constructive criticism, suggesting 
solutions to improve efficiency, especially in 
customer service. Generally, these comments fall 
inside the criteria of atmosphere, appearance, and 
customer service. Mystery shoppers cannot enter 
classrooms, and must be screened for criminal 
behavior to qualify for employment. They are 
employed to a year-long contract with David 
Douglas.
 Communications Director Dan McCue stated 
to Willamette Week that the Mystery Shoppers have 
been in the district since September of 2014.  Posing 
as parents or volunteers, they ask school employees 
about information regarding the facility or district. 
Employees are informed of their regular presence 
and the feedback is not used to evaluate staff. 
Monthly reports are sent to the district, detailing 
how shoppers are treated and the ease of fi nding 
information.
 “It’s really been a benefi t,” stated McCue to 
Willamette Week.
 Superintendent Don Grotting was responsible 
for conceptualizing the process, stating his desire for 
David Douglas visitors to be treated well.
 “We want to make sure they are being treated 
with dignity and respect regardless of race, age, or 
other preferences,” said Grotting.
 The Mystery Shoppers have performed 
other duties as well, such as using the district’s 
phone services and giving feedback on wait time, 
demeanor, and professionalism. They have also 
posed as non-English speaking parents.
 “So far, I think it’s been productive,” said 
Grotting. “We had to talk with them about what we 
were looking for on a few instances.” 
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Skyline printshop saving money

Link Crew returns after long absence 

Younglife 
celebrates 
spirituality
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 Younglife, or YL, a national 
organization started by Jim Rayburn 
in 1939 to introduce Christianity to 
youths, is held on Mondays at the 
Wilcox House on Glisan. 
 Free dinner is provided for 
members who show up by 7:30 and 
stay until 8:30 p.m. Campaigners, 
a Younglife term, are very popular 
with students because they can talk 
about problems to a trusted adult in 
a safe environment. Campaigners 
are usually held on weekends with 
an occasional late mass or ice cream 
run with a Younglife leader. 
 Younglife’s current goal is 
to involve more than two million 
students, 80,000 volunteers, and 
8,000 locations by 2015. 
 “Younglife is for everyone who 
wants to get the most out of life,” 
states the Younglife website.
 The first camp was opened in 
1950. More than 10,000 students 
attend Younglife camp each year,  
and more than 100,000 students 
worldwide. The closest camp to 
Portland is the Washington Family 
Ranch in Antelope, OR. The ranch 
is the Wyldlife camp, also known as 
the middle school camp. Washington 
Family Ranch-Canyon is the high 
school camp approximately one 
mile down the road. 
 Younglife is allowing, for the 
first time, David Douglas freshman 
to attend Younglife camp Malibu in 
Seattle. It costs $495. Camp Malibu 
and Washington Family Ranch-
Canyon both cost the same amount. 
There are current fundraisers to 
offset that cost, including coffee 
bean sales and wreath sales. Spots 
are filling up quickly, so interested 
students should sign up at YL club, 
through the YL website or use the 
link here: portland.younglife.org/
Pages /9 th-Grade-Mal ibu-Camp.
aspx.

There will be an opportunity returning next school 
year for juniors and seniors to gain leadership skills and 
for freshmen and sophomores to benefit 
from those skills; it’s called Link Crew.

 This program will “link” freshmen 
and sophomores into the school with 
the help of junior and senior mentors. 
Mentors will be chosen this year, 
upperclassmen who are chosen for 
outstanding leadership qualities, work 
ethic, and accountability. 

“Link Crew trains incoming juniors 
and seniors to support and be positive role models,” states 
the Link Crew webpage.

A proven program, Link Crew aids in stabilizing new 

students’ mindsets and attitudes toward the transition to high 
school. 

La Salle College Preparatory in Clackamas, for example, 
has had great success over the few years with their Link Crew 
program. It credits the students themselves. David Douglas 

reported similar successes in the past.
After DDHS juniors and seniors were 

chosen as Link Crew members received 
training and preparation in the past, they 
were given bright yellow tee shirts, with 
the Link Crew title and logo, to wear 
during Link Crew activities. 

“We are very excited to welcome back 
Link Crew,” said principal John Bier. 
“Budget and scheduling changes were the 

biggest reasons for us discontinuing it in the past. It will be a 
great way to give juniors and seniors leadership roles as well 
as making freshmen and sophomores feel welcome.” 

T-minus three months for Rocket Team
The Rocket Team is preparing for takeoff 

to Nationals this year in T-minus three months, 
under the direction of AP Physics teacher Sandra 
Mueller.

The team, located in Room 110 after school 
on Thursdays, received over 20 applicants this 
school year. Mueller was forced to put a cut-
off limit on the applications because so many 
students signed up.

“I thought it would be a fun club for Physics 
students,” said Mueller on recalling the launch of 
the club eight years ago. “The original founders 
of Rocket Club started it to get students interested 
in aerospace because the U.S. is falling behind in 
aerospace compared to other countries.”

This year’s team members were split into 
two groups of 10, which were then divided 
into sub-teams. Each sub-team builds its own 
rocket in preparation for the international 
Team America Rocketry Challenge, or TARC, 
competition that occurs annually. The event 
requires a specific goal that differs every year. 
The club’s two best rockets will be used in 
finals, which will be held on March 31, when 

schools across the United States submit their 
best scores from their three official launches to 
be chosen for the top 100 who go to Nationals 
on May 9 outside of Washington DC. Until then, 
the Rocket Team will be practicing building 
different rockets, testing various engines, 
and using a flight simulator program called 
OpenRocket. 
 “[Rocket Team] prepares them for 
engineering careers,” said Mueller.   “It’s a fun 
way to use math and science skills, and we also 
do hands-on labs.” 
 The TARC criteria for 2015 is to build 
a rocket that will deliver a raw hen’s egg 800 
feet into the air and have it return safely on the 
ground within a time limit of 46 to 48 seconds. 
The rocket must do so successfully without the 
egg breaking to earn a perfect duration score of 
zero. Any flight reaching higher or lower than 
800 feet will be disqualified. 
 Seniors Sarah Cook, Minh Nguyen, Kathy 
Thach, class of 2014 graduates Kevin Lai, and 
team captain Denis Russu represented Oregon 
in the competition last May.  Cook, Nguyen, and 
Thach finished in 54th place and were awarded 
$500 for “Most Creative” rocket from rocket 
manufacturer SpaceX.

“It will be a great 
way to give juniors 
and seniors leadership 
roles as well as 
making freshmen 
and sophomores feel 
welcome.”

Rocket Team member, sophomore Jayee Li places fins on her team’s golden rocket named 
“Golddigga.” Rocket Team split up into various groups that are creating multiple rockets, two of 
which are being created in this photo.                                                                Photo by Anca Matica

number of copy machine service calls 
by over fivefold, having an average of 
eight per month compared to the target of 
roughly 1.5 a month. The district’s return 
on investment is currently 125 percent, 

and is projected to reach 214 percent 
by June 2016, when the contract ends. 
 The switch initially aimed to save the 
district $750,000 over five years, which may 
fall short according to the current estimates.

Skyline Print Shop, located in the district office, prints hundreds of copies each day for various 
David Douglas District teachers.                                                                            Photo by Andrew Nguy

According to a report from 
Optimizon, a print service consulting 
firm, the switch to Skyline in 2011 has 
saved the district $344,135 in printing 
expenses, with an estimated saving of 
$91,452 per year for the next two years. 
 When the switch happened in 2011, 
only eight percent of printing took place 
at the printshop, compared to 36 percent 
last school year, short of the district’s 
goal of 60 percent. Across the district, 
local copy machines remain the most 
popular, making 56 percent of prints. 
 Together with the print shop and 
regular printers, the district is making 
2,298,855 prints a month. Menlo Park 
Elementary School is the only school that 
has exceeded the 60 percent target. The high 
school makes over 500,000 prints a month, 
approximately 173 pages per student. 
 However, in the 2012-13 school 
year, the percentages were the 
same as the 2013-14 school year. 
The copy machine in the bookroom has 
been overused, making 253,131 more 
prints than it was expected to make 
before retiring. With 22 months left to 
go before the five-year contract expires, 
the printer’s life expectancy at its current 
usage was exhausted two months ago. 
 The high school exceeds its target 
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 Special Education Course students and underclassmen 
learn “quality work skills” under the direction of SpEd 
teacher Adam Clay .                               Photo by Alexis Blasier

Garbage left in 
cafeterias daily 

Portland looking for civic scholars

Game on for attendance mentors

Nearly each morning students leave garbage on tables and the 
fl oors of the cafeterias. This trash was left after breakfast in the 
north cafeteria on Jan. 13.        Photo by Elizabeth Garcia
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 An attendance mentoring pro-
gram has been created to encourage 
poor attenders to come to school, 
complete with a competition be-
tween mentors, lead by dean Dale 
Dorning. 
 The program, that started in late 
October, includes faculty mentoring 
students who are below 90 percent  
in attendance.      
 “We went through the list and 
looked if there was some kind of 
obvious extenuating circumstance 
why their attendance was low, and 
we tried to get rid of those [stu-
dents] and made a list of people who 
just need to be monitored,” Dorning 
said. “Then we took volunteers to 
take on five or six kids per teach-
er.  We let the teachers pick from a 
list so they could find students that 
they had a connection with or had 

when the new semester begins. The 
competition will start again second 
semester, wit modified teams.
 “We’ll start with a new starting 
percentage, and we’ll start chart-
ing it each week,” Dorning said. 
“The goal is to just get more kids 
up above ninety percent.  We tried 
to focus on the kids that were strug-
gling a little bit with attendance 
but generally showed up, [students] 
who just needed to improve. There’s 
some people with much more diffi-
cult attendance struggles. We’ll use 
professionals to deal with them and 
try to work with them,  but these 
are the kids we’re hoping to con-
nect with and keep them deciding to 
come more.”
 If a student is absent ten con-
secutive days, under Oregon state 
law that student on the eleventh day 
is withdrawn from school and can-
not re-enroll until the next semes-
ter.

 Many students start the day off at school with 
breakfast in both cafeterias—then shortly after, custodians 
start their day off picking up the mess left behind. 
 Approximately 40 pieces of garbage were left 
behind on the cafeteria tables and fl oor after breakfast on 
Monday, Jan. 12, which isn’t as bad as other days.
 “It’s hit or miss,” said security guard Jeff “JT”  
Thomas who supervises morning breakfast.  “Sometimes 
it’s really a mess; sometimes it’s not.” 
 Students have been told to pick up their garbage or 
else their table will be removed. Generally, students and 
their friends have regular tables. In response to possible 
relocation, friends are looking out for each other by 
picking up each other’s garbage. 
 The tables on the stage in the south cafeteria have 
been removed due to excessive garbage left for custodians 
to pick up. 
 Custodian Al Franklin couldn’t specify whether or 
not A or B days are worse, but it appears worse every 
other day. He has a positive outlook on the breakfast 
mess.
 “It keeps us busy,” said Franklin. “No mess means no 
work.”

p.m. once every fi ve weeks. They will also privately interview 
the speaker of that Friday Forum. The program also comes 
with the opportunity to create an individual project that goes 
with a Friday Forum and participate in a project competition. 
Civic Scholars receive free membership to the City Club 
until graduation, and priority on eligibility for the Portland 
Community College Future Connect scholarship. 

“The City Club of 
Portland provides equal 
opportunity to all individuals 
regardless of race, color, 
citizenship status, national 
origin, ancestry, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, 
religion, creed, physical or 
mental disability, gender 
identity, marital status, 
veteran status or any other 

status protected by law,” states the Portland City Club website. 
Portland City Club is a nonprofi t organization that is 

committed to the community that was founded in the early 20th 
century. Oregon is a leader in the fi ght for many different civil 
rights issues, such as protective labor laws and minimum wage. 

Students were invited in January to join the Portland City 
Club’s Civic Scholar program to learn about the civic issues 
that affect the Portland community. 

“Want to learn how to get involved, talk to decision 
makers, and make positive 
change in your community?” 
asked the Civic Scholars page 
of the City Club website. 
“Become a Civic Scholar!”

Superintendent Don 
Grotting and DDHS assistant 
principal Ronaldo Florez 
were contacted by former 
Portland mayor Sam Adams 
who showed interest in the 
Portland City Club’s Civic Scholar program. The program 
helps high school students localize national issues. It introduces 
them to Oregon’s political leaders. David Douglas, Madison, 
Jefferson, Roosevelt, and Parkrose were invited to join. 

Students will attend City Club Friday Forums from 11-2 

in their classes so they could see 
them somewhat regularly.”
 Dorning then created the 
competition between each team of 
kids. While fun, the goal is to im-
prove attendance.
 Teachers mostly make up the 
mentors, but there are also coun-
selors, College and Career Center 
staff, and even some secretaries 
have volunteered.  Some teachers 
are also pairing up.
 Each week Dorning checks at-
tendance percentages and updates 
them to monitor improvement. 
The team with the highest aver-
age improvement at the end of the 
competition will win of a prize, 
with weekly standings updated by 
Dorning. 
 This session the competi-
tion is between 19 teams, which 
started in late October and ended 
Jan. 23. The  winning team will 
be announced at a faculty meeting 

David Douglas has created opportunities for 
students in special education courses, one of those 
being the Work Experience class. 

Work Experience trains SpEd juniors and 
seniors with higher functioning skills to ride Trimet 
buses by themselves. Once it’s determined they can 
do that independently, they are placed at a work 
site. This could be places such as Other Mothers, 
Dominoes, Grocery Outlet, or with the Mill Park 
custodial crew. Some of these students travel alone 
and some are placed with a SpEd assistant.

Lower functioning SpEd students and 
underclassmen stay at the school and participate 
in plant watering, desk and computer cleaning, and 
window washing. The class is also adding bird feeder 

restocking. The desk 
cleaning  service is 
also a new addition. 
Along with cleaning 
desks, the students 
shake out keyboards, 
sanitize door knobs, 
and clean computer 
monitors.

“This class’ 
main function is to 
give students the 
valuable job training 

skills they need so they can be independent and 
productive members of society when they leave 
David Douglas,” said Educational Resource teacher 
Adam Clay. 

At the beginning of the year Clay sent an email 
to teachers asking if they wanted to participate in 
the cleaning services. The response was quick and 
plentiful. Work Experience still has open slots if 
teachers want to add their names to the list. Students 
come by periods 3 and 4 to clean. 

“This class was started so the students could 
practice customer service and learn quality work 
skills,” said Clay. 

Work Experience has also decided to place 
more bird feeders around campus and to keep them 
stocked at all times. They encourage teachers to add 
their names to the list of those who want a feeder 
outside their rooms. Work Experience will keep the 
feeders stocked.

“This class 
was started so 
the students 
could practice 
customer 
service and 
learn quality 
work skills.”

“Want to learn how to get involved, talk to 
decision makers, and make positive 

change in your community? Become a 
Civic Scholar!”
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced 
Journalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  
Visit our website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://
highlander.ddouglas.k12.or.us/.  Phone: 503-261-8303. The 
Highlander has a circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the Gresham 
Outlook. DDSD Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS Principal: 
John Bier.  Opinions expressed in The Highlander are not neces-
sarily those of the district or high school administrations.  The 
Highlander reserves the right to withhold Letters to the Editor it 
deems inappropriate.  
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First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
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2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” and 2014 with “Special 
Merit” and “Most Outstanding Newspaper.”
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1. Which of the fol-
lowing was a winner 
at the 56th Grammy 
Awards?
a) Lorde
b) Taylor Swift
c) Fall Out Boy
d) Of Monsters and 
Men

2. On what day did 
Jay Leno retire 
from “The Tonight 
Show”?
a) Jan. 13
b) Mar. 3
c) Feb. 27
d) Feb. 6

3. On what day did 
President Obama 
meet with the Dalai 
Lama?
a) Mar. 22
b) Feb. 21
c) Jan. 15
d) Mar. 1

4. Which US Gover-
nor vetoed a bill that 
would have allowed 
gay customers to be 
turned away by busi-
nesses?
a) Jan Brewer
b) Jerry Brown
c) Maggie Hassan
d) Chris Christie

5. Which European 
country had their right 
to vote suspended 
by the Council of 
Europe?
a) Italy
b) Ukraine
c) Russia
d) Denmark

6. Which of the fol-
lowing artists were 
not inducted into the 
2014 Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame?
a) KISS
b) NIrvana
c) Peter Gabriel 
d) Dolly Parton

7. How many 
Nepalese climbers 
were killed by a Mt 
Everest avalanche 
on April 18?
a) 2
b) 12
c) 9
d) 4  

8. Who overtook 
Tiger Woods as the 
number one ranked 
golfer in the world 
on May 18?
a) Adam Scott
b) Danny Edwards
c) Curtis Strange
d) Steve Pate

9. Who won the FIFA 
World Cup?
a) Brazil
b) Germany
c) Argentina
d) Spain

10) The Church of 
England voted in 
favor of female bish-
ops on what day?
a) Aug. 8
b) June 23
c) July 14
d) May 4

11) On Oct. 7, a 
Spanish nurse was 
diagnosed with what 
deadly disease?
a) HIV
b) Ebola
c) Smallpox
d) Senioritis

Burning of memorials appalling 

“The pen—and the pencil—really are 
mighteir than the sword.”

MY TURN

Toni 
Cherry

“In theory free 
college education 
sounds good, but 
when you think it 
through, there is just 
too much room for 
error.”

Je suis Charlie

Little
Thoughts

Sarah Bradbury

much room for error.
“This isn’t a blank check,” 

stated Obama. “It’s not a free 
lunch. But for those willing to 
do the work, and for states and 
local communities that want 
to be a part of this, it can be a 
game-changer.’’ 

Unfortunately, nothing is 
ever free, so what is it going 
to be? This sounds more like 
a discussion in idealism than a 
plan. Obama says it could ben-
efi t about nine million students 
and save them an average of 
$3,800 a year in tuition. Com-
munity colleges would be re-
quired to transfer the acquired 
credits to a four-year college 
of the student’s choice. Would 
this be an inconvenience for 
four year colleges? What would 
be the advantage of going to 
a four-year university right out 
of high school? Why would we 
continue to push advanced 
placement classes and high 
standardized test scores if 
anyone willing to work for a 2.5 
GPA can be accepted? 

“We don’t expect the coun-
try to be transformed overnight, 
but we do expect this conver-
sion to begin tomorrow,” stated 
Cecilia Munoz, a top domestic 
policy adviser to Obama. 

We should think this 
through fi rst, Ms. Munoz.

tirical cartoonists.
 Free speech is never 
free. Those brave enough 
to exercise free speech un-
derstand the dangers. They 
know that if they back off 
from expressing unpopular 
opinions or sharing sensi-
tive information because of 
fear of retaliation, then the 
extremists have won. That 
isn’t freedom.  
 In the United States, 
free speech is guaranteed 
by the First Amendment. 
Interesting, isn’t it, that our 
forefathers’ fi rst order of 
business was to secure free 
speech? 
 So, what are accept-
able alternatives when you 
feel insulted, demorlaized, 
or unfairly characterized by 
a newspaper or magazine? 
Below and to your right 
you’ll notice we have re-
served space for Letters to 
the Editor. Every legitimate 
newspaper has that space. 
Remember, free speech isn’t 
free, but it’s for everyone.

Dress code issue
 
Dear Editor,
 With the ever-changing 
weather and fashion, dress 
codes are often discussed. 
I believe some rules are in 
place for a reason so girls 
and boys aren’t running wild 
half naked, but some are 
ridiculous and not needed. We 
need to teach respect rather 
than embarrassment in young 
women and men. Teenage 
years are already hard, and 
making us insecure about what 
we wear isn’t needed. It’s time 
for change.

Sincerely,
Sophomore Alison Torres

Teens need to 
be aware 
      
Dear Editor,
 We here in America have 
more than we could ask for. 
Us teenagers don’t really give 
enough thought and action to 
it. We need to step it up, unite 
as one, and help save those 
children, parents, and old folks. 
Even in those third-world 
countries, the people don’t 
get the love we get from our 
parents, family, friends, etc. 
 Cherish the love we have. 
Just be thankful for what you 
have. We get everything we 
want these days, and we get so 
distracted we often forget the 
simplest things. Be thankful.

Sincerely, 
Sophomore Karina Kohanevych

Philippines in 
Need of Attention

Dear Editor,
 Ten months after Typhoon 

Haiyan, the Philippine 
government forgot all the 
people who need their help. 
The Philippine news is mostly 
focused on people in some 
kind of political position 
robbing the country’s money. 
I don’t see them focusing on 
the typhoon victims who are 
begging for help. The local 
governments are probably 
helping the victims, but they 
are victims too. They probably 
used their own money to 
help because the Philippine 
government is too busy 
protecting their “reputation”. 
Maybe they are helping, but 

some people just cannot see or 
feel the help they are getting.
 Media might think 
that news about the victims 
of Typhoon Haiyan is too 
unexciting or uninteresting, but 
a lot of people want to see that 
the victims’ lives are improving.
 President Obama might 
be busy, but can he just nudge 
president Aquino to remind 
him how and why he became 
president? Someone has to do 
it, and I don’t think anybody is 
speaking up.

Sincerely,
Sophomore Mariele Fernandez

 Eric Garner’s inpromptu 
memorial,  marking where 
he was brutally taken down 
and strangled to death by 
NY city police, burned down 
on Jan. 19. Reports state 
that the fire started from 
a burning candle f lame, 
but conflicting facts have 
surfaced from this incident, 
including that it occurred on 
MLK Day. I’m unconvinced 
that this was just another 
accident. 
 Co incedenta l ly,  the  
m e m o r i a l  f o r  M i c h a e l 
Brown, the African Ameri-
can  teenager who was 
killed by Ferguson, Missouri 
police, burned down a few 
months earlier, apparently 
also caused by a candle 
fire. 
 These incidents can be 
seen as events that mean 
abosultely nothing, or as 

acts that prove that the ties 
of social justice are being 
cut off. The irony is not lost 
that our country celebrated a 
day to honor Dr. King for his 
work on civil rights and social 
justice to bring equality to 
blacks and whites. Destroy-
ing memorials that honor  
many African American vic-
tims who suffered from simi-
lar incidents of police brutal-
ity and other attacks appalls   
me. In a time when equality 
among all races should be 
evident, I certainly don’t see 
it happening. There is still 
white supremacy and hate 
in this country, and it needs 
to be addressed. 
 On a positive note, com-
passionate citizens rebuilt 
Garner’s memorial the next 
day. Hopefully, we will soon 
see more heroic acts like this 
happen.  

“..I’m uncon-
vinced that 

this was just 
another ac-

cident”

What Do 
You Know About   

2014?

President Obama has 
suggested that community col-
lege should be free as long as 
students maintain a 2.5 GPA. 
Great, right? Think again.

The President is essen-
tially continuing the public 
school system through col-
lege, a system that has to be 
funded. There is no doubt that 
this would be a great oppor-
tunity for fi nancially strained 
students who never thought 
they could afford college. Yet, 
most middle class and upper 
middle class families could 
easily manipulate this oppor-
tunity just to save a few bucks, 
families that could easily afford 
a four year college. 

This could also dramati-
cally increase class sizes,  
making it extremely hard to 
learn with such a high student 
to professor ratio, something 
we know all about here at 
DDHS. There would undoubt-
edly have to be a limit on how 
many students can enter com-
munity college. That means 
that hard-working, dedicated 
students will miss this op-
portunity for a free education, 
and that would most likely be 
poverty stricken families. 

In theory free college 
sounds great, but when you 
think it through, there’s just too 

?

Thoughts

Sincerely,
Sophomore Mariele Fernandez

 We can be afraid 
but not let fear keep us 
from living. This is what 
The Highlander staff has 
learned  from the abhor-
rent murders on Jan. 7 of 
11 journalists and one po-
lice offi cer at the French 
satirical weekly publication 
Charlie Hebdo.
 Charlie Hebdo is 
known for pushing the 
limits of acceptable humor. 
Its often distasteful illustra-
tions can be hurtful in mak-
ing their points. The French 
weekly often publishes il-
lustrations of the Prophet 
Muhammad, an Islamic 
sacrilege in itself. This, 
however, is the elegance 
of free speech: it’s free for 
everyone.
 In an apparent act of 
retaliation, Islamic extrem-
ists connected to an Al 
Qaeda branch in Yemen  
stormed the magazine of-
fi ces, killing 11 journalists  
exercising their right to free 
speech, including four sa-
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COUNTER-POINT

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“I think 
African 
American’s 
deserve it.” 
- Junior 
Galina 
Galenko

“It was 
appropriate 
for a while, but 
now it’s just 
history.” 
- Senior 
Jacob HoffeeBlack History Month prolonging discriminatory tendencies

Do you think 
Black History 

Month is 
appropriate?

Celebrity fascination a normal part of life   

Through the 
Grapevine   

Tessa Meyer

“It’s good 
becasue it 
helps people 
who have been 
through a lot.”
- Sophomore 
Austin Gouine

Pigs can get sunburnt

Karate originated in India

A honeybee can fl y at 

15mph 

Detroit has the largest amount of registered bowlers in America

Napoleon suffered 

from a fear of cats

Courtesy of Snapple.com

 A controversial battle 
between a New York Times 

journalist, James 
Risen, and the 
Supreme Court 
is sweeping the 
media. 
 A graduate 
from Brown 
University has 
Risen has been 
heavily  involved 
in his field for 
more than thirty 
years. He has 
written numerous 
articles regarding 

the United States government 
as well as a book focused solely 
on the Central Intelligence 
Agency. His pieces reporting  on 
international communications 
and terrorist activity have 

caught much publicity for their 
insurgency towards the privacy 
of government affairs. 
 State of War, the book of 
which the current Supreme 
Court case feeds from, was 
written by Risen in 2006 in an 
effort to publicize the agenda 
of the CIA with their mission, 
Operation Merlin. The objective 
of the operation was to disable 
Iran’s nuclear weapons by 
filtering in flawed blueprints 
into their system, which 
resulted in failure and may 
have even prompted security 
improvements in Iran. 
 Risen’s communication 
with a former CIA Operations 
Officer, by the name of Jeffrey 
Alexander Sterling, was 
tracked and stored as evidence 
for the future case the CIA 

wished to pursue, which now 
is being debated. Risen’s first 
subpoena was in 2008. The 
order was to reveal his sources, 
which he fought until 2009 until 
it expired. In 2010, the subpoena 
was renewed and Risen wrote 
a response back, defending 
his case and protecting the 
profile of the public, along 
with confidential informants. In 
2013, the United States Court of 
Appeals ruled that Risen must 
testify against Sterling to avoid 
time in jail. 
 The Constitution defends 
the freedom of press and all 
journalists have the right and 
responsibility to defend their 
sources. The United States v. 
Sterling case is absurd and has 
already gone directly against the 
Constitution. 

Allowance of cell 
phones benefi cial

Cell phones 
cause too much 
trouble

Cell phones ultimately serve as 
more as a distraction than a benefi t.

Yes, they can be a useful 
reference tool for those with internet 
connection. Yes, it’s great to be 
informed of emergencies, both family 
and public. Yes, I myself am guilty 

of smuggling them 
into classes and 
repeatedly getting 
caught. 

Cell phone 
use can lead to 
cheating on tests,  as 
texts can be used to 
illegitimately boost 
scores. In addition, 
this anonymity can 
lead to predators 
having added 
advantages for 
stalking students.

With this comes the problem 
for “sexting”, which is sending 
sexually inappropriate pictures to 
other students. Sexting is a bullying 
tactic used by students to manipulate 
others by exposing their privacy. In 
addition, phones can be seen as status 
symbols for how privileged or popular 
someone is, resulting in theft of 
cellular devices and disputes between 
students. The permitting of cell phone 
use simply bears a risk too large to 
undertake.

 Why is it that I made sure I 
caught the Golden Globe Awards 
that aired earlier this month? Why 
did I hang on every word the leg-
endary, handsome  George Cloo-
ney said during his acceptance 
speech for the Cecil B. DeMille 
award, where he melted my heart 
speaking about his wife Amal? I 
don’t even know these people yet 
I felt connected to the entire event 
and the individuals attending. Even 
standing in line in the grocery store 
captivates me as I browse over 
the covers of tabloid magazines, 
searching for confi rmation on in-
formation I already know, as well 
as scouring for new stories.
 This arises even more ques-
tions. Is this healthy? Why do I 
care? Anthropologist Jaime Teh-
rani suggests that celebrity infatu-
ation has to do with human’s poorly 
adapting brain. Tehrani states that 
it is a primal instinct to follow and 
imitate  those who have a higher 
social status than one’s own in 
order to gain survival strategies. 
That tendency still lingers amongst 
ourselves.
 Tehrani associates a very 
negative connotation to those 

who follow celebrities, but this is a 
normal habit. As Tehrani suggests, 
the process comes  inherently. Most 
American’s succumb to the desire to 
stay updated on the entertainment 
of pop culture, enough so, that there 
is a television channel specifi cally 
devoted to the news of socialite 
events. Prime time slots on major 
television networks also hold hour 
long shows on pop culture. 
 Whether an individual can 
become obsessed to the point of 
crossing the line is up for debate. 
The average person is simply going 
to enjoy the extensive media cover-
age of their favorite or most hated 
celebrities, maybe talk about it with 
others in the know, and continue on 
with their day. Unless this results in 
actually stalking a celebrity, staying 
up to date should not be seen as an 
mental health issue. 
 So whether you’re Keeping up 
with the Kardashian’s, indulging in 
Fashion Police, or taking your Sun-
day off to watch an awards show, 
never question the reasons why. 
No matter what the reason is, for 
those of us staying updated with 
the celebrity life, our poorly adapting 
brains are loving every minute of it. 

“...As Tehrani 
suggests, the 
process comes 
inherently...”

year to be Black history?  
Black History month originated from Negro 

History Week. The fi rst Negro history week occurred 
in 1926. This was one of the many major mistake 
that has contributed the continuation of racism. 
Having a whole month just for Black people is way 
of patronizing them. Finding a way to excuse the 
inexcusable. A temporary way to bandage the sore of 
mental and bloody physical violence. 

Although Blacks have jumped many hurdles, 
let’s not forget that they are not the only ones to have 
gone over them. In fact, in the 19th century, the Irish 
were sometimes used as substitutes for slaves in the 
south. In some cases slave owners found Black slaves 
more valuable than Irish slaves. 

In fact, the classic clown was based on a 
stereotypical image of Irish people. Bushy red hair, 
a large nose (to represent their excessive drinking), 
and plaid clothes with patches (to represent how poor 
they were). The Irish, like the Blacks, also faced 
incredible violence. So where is their history month?

At some point, the Irish were adopted into  
American culture as everyday citizens, not Irish-
Americans. Today nobody looks at citizens of Irish 
decent and thinks of them as Irish; they think of 
them as Americans. Bigotry will always exist, but 
racism doesn’t have to.

 Administrators will eternally 
possess one sided views on whether 
cell phones should be allowed in 
school. Administrators has not realized 
the benefi ts of students being allowed 
to use their cell phones in school. One 
pro would be if a student is ill and 
misses a lecture, they would be able to 
video chat with a student and take notes 
as if they were in attendance. Students 

being allowed 
to contact their 
families at all times 
would additionally 
be a benefi cial. 
Taking notes would 
be simplifi ed, 
as you could 
record a lecture, 
with  teacher’s 
permission, or 
take notes on your 
phone and have 
them be accessible 
anywhere for editing 

or studying. Student convenience 
would be to have the ability to use 
their phone for internet capabilities. 
State standards and administrators are 
continually pushing students to prepare 
for adult life, yet when in adult life will 
you not be allowed to use your cell 
phone? There are times when students 
shouldn’t use their phones out of acts 
of respect, though teaching students 
when the appropriate time to use their 
phones would better prepare them for 
adult life. 

LAUREN 
GAISER

“...all journal-
ists have the 
right and re-
sponsibility to 
defend their 
sources...”

The hard truth is, Americans are not healed. The 
sickness of racism, as Martin Luther King Jr. called 
it, is pouring through their veins, rapidly I might 
add. 

The main reason that racism 
still exists is because it is constantly 
being talked about it. Talking about 
it even more is not going help 
Americans get over it. It’s going to 
do the opposite, it’s going to cause 
segregation in their minds. They’re 
going to look at a person and think 
about whether they are black or 
white, rather than just another 
human being. 

Americans have created a 
whole month dedicated to racism. 
When racism is no longer talked 
about, will be when racism ends. 
It wasn’t a coincidence that when 

Americans stopped referring to Black people as 
Negroes, was when Americans stopped thinking of 
them as Negroes. 

Black history month is simpleminded because 
Black history is American history. How come there 
is no White history month? Or is every month White 
history, and we just picked the shortest month of the 

“...Cell 
phones 
can lead to 
cheating on 
tests...”

CHI LI

“...Taking 
notes would 
be 
simplifi ed...”

DAVID 
VEENSTRA

“...Black 
History month 
is simple 
minded 
because 
Black history 
is American 
history...”

HIBO 
ABTIDON



6 FeaturesFEATURES Highlander

A book full of coupons for your sweet-heart 
All you need is some paper and markers 

(but its always fun to do a little extra like stickers!)
You can decorate each coupon and put 

little things on them such as a back mas-
sage, a dinner date,  or breakfast in bed, 
these are just examples you can make 

them as personal or general as you’d like. 

Give it to them and wait for them to be cashed  in.

Valentine Sh
arpie 

Mugs

All you nee
d is two mugs 

and a Sharpie. 

You can write a chees
y 

saying to sh
ow your love 

or if your m
ore cre-

ative decorate the
m any 

way you cho
ose. To add 

a little som
ething extra

 

fi ll it with their fav
orite 

candy and a cute not
e to 

fi nish it up!

JANUARY 29, 2015

“No, because love is 

an emotion you feel 

after time. I believe 

in lust at fi rst sight 

but not love.”

-Junior 

Cassie Thompson 

“No, because you 

have to get to know 

the person before 

you can truly love 
them.”

-Junior 

Izaya Owotor

Pinterest 

Do you believe in love 

at first sight?
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Materials needed 

  -Milk chocolate chips

  -Fortune cookies

  -Candy heart-shaped sprinkles

  -Microwave-safe glass container

  -Wax paper

  -Chinese take out box

Instructions

  1. Set out a large piece of w
ax paper 

  2. First, melt the white chocolate! TIP: Microwave chocolate for 1
         

  minute, stir 
and repeat. Then microwave for 30 seconds,    

  

stir and repeat until smooth.

  3. Dip 2/3 of a fortune cookie into the melted white chocolate. With    

  the cookie in one hand, use the other hand to tap the cookie holding  

  hand gently… 

  4. Once the extra chocolate has fallen off , sprinkle the chocolate with  

  Valentine sprinkles. Set on the wax paper until the chocolate has  

  hardened. Repeat with all cookies.

  5. You may need to reheat the chocolate if it h
as become too fi r

m to  

  dip in.

  6. Once all the chocolate has hardened, the fortune cookies are ready  

  to eat!
  7. Package them as gifts!

Milk Chocolate Dipped Fortune Cookies
Yes, because when 
[my boyfriend] and 
I started dating we 
just clicked. He’ s 

my everything.”

-Junior
Juliana Baker

“Yes, it just clicks. 
You see someone 

and you’re just like 
whoa.”

-Junior
Romeo Olguin

Pinterest 
on

paper
®



Dear Students,
 Why on earth are you putting up with this 
monotonous schedule that sucks over 35 hours 
away from your week? Why do you do the 
mountains of assignments at home, when you 
could be playing League of Legends or Grand 

Theft Auto? Do you come to 
school because you believe 
that school prepares you for 
a good-paying job? Well in 
that case you might as well 
skip any class that doesn’t 
relate to your major. When 
would an engineer ever 
need to know how the U.S. 
Constitution was drafted? 
What would a doctor ever 
do with the fi ne details of 
Marbury V. Madison? Why 
would a mechanic ever have 
to know what Shakespeare 
meant when he wrote, “who 
would fardels bear?”

 Simply because it is irrelevant to a high-
paying job doesn’t mean it is useless information. 
School isn’t just a place where students should 
develop money-making skills or pad their self-
esteem by taking easy classes to boost their GPA. 
Education isn’t for funnelling students through a 
tunnel that spits out specialized workerbots that 
only know their trade. School is here to chal-
lenge students, to teach students what it means 
to be well-rounded and nudge students to think 
in critically in different ways. 
 This isn’t to say that students should be a 
jack-of-all-trades, master of none sort of person. 
An interest in a particular fi eld is fi ne, as long as 
students appreciate and become profi cient other 
subjects. In the end, GPA and wealth are just 
numbers and occupations are just a label. What 
matters is the knowledge obtained through 13 
years of schooling. What matters is the love and 
appreciation of learning that is cultivated in the 
lifetime spent engaged in it.
 If a student would rather give up knowl-
edge than pride, then the years spent sitting at a 
desk have been in vain. School is a place where 
students come to learn, which only works if the 
students actually want to learn—to learn and 
simply learn—without the promise of future 
fortune or fame. 
 Making money is just a side-effect of educa-
tion, the primary function being that education 
empowers students. It gives insight to the myriad 
questions that perfuses our world, leaving us to 
discover the answers.
Stay curious, 
Andrew Nguy
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Hallway etiquette needed

Transexuality is a right to be accepted
The Highlander
Why do students put 
up with school and 
homework?

“A girl. That’s 
who Leelah Alcorn 
is and was, and 
should be known 
as.”

“I come to school because it gives 
me an opportunity to participate 
in the activities I love, like Theatre 
and music. I also enjoy learning 
new things in my classes. Finally, 
I know that succeeding in school 
is the only way I can go to a good 
college and follow my dreams.”

Shannon Campbell
Portland, Oregon

“A girl. That’s 
who Leelah Alcorn 
is and was, and 
should be known 
as.”

Born to
Nguyen
Angela Nguyen

Tumblr’s SJWs not social warriors

Westboro church protests rude

 Tumblr’s social justice activists forget, 
ironically, to promote social justice online.
 Tumblr is known for its strange and 
artistic community, where members can 

talk about interests such as 
shows, artists, and causes. 
Then there the are blog-
gers who have dedicated 
themselves to making sure 
the world is socially just 
for everyone. These people 
have come to be referred to 
as “Social Justice Warriors” 
(SJW).
 The term SJW tends to 
be used in a derogatory 
manner in reference to a 
person who will engage 
in disputes, sometimes ag-
gressively,  about social 
justice and social issues on 
the internet. They are the 

extremists of social activism who will go 
as far as to release personal information,  
such as credit card numbers or home ad-

dresses. This is known as “doxing,” an act 
of vigilantism. Instead of making the world 
socially just, they have endangered the lives 
of those who have been victims of doxing. 
 Their ironic manner of dealing with 
the unjust makes legitimate social activists 
look bad. With wanting to make a differ-
ence, they have gone astray from the path 
of good and transformed into aggressive 
internet users who have nothing better to 
do than start pointless internet arguments. 
 They do know how to use sources and 
facts to back up their ideas, which should be 
a skill anyone who starts arguments needs 
to have. But many logical fallacies start 
with sources and facts. It’s fl awed logic 
when an SJW assums that anyone with an 
opinion differing from their’s is automati-
cally a straight white person. Their act of 
blaming a victim for something they may 
or may not have had no control over is the 
absolute worst thing that could be done. 
 When the Charlie Hebdo saturists were  
murdered, many “social justice warriors” 
scrambled to their keyboards to write long, 

incomprehensible rants. 
 “Charlie Hebdo deserved it,” they 
angrily type. “He was a racist who mocked 
those of other religions and races in politi-
cal comics that are meant to address issues 
such as these.”
 SJWs are misguided. Wanting to make 
everyone equal and having the world be 
socially just is naive. 
 If they want to do something good, the 
fi rst thing to do would be to turn the com-
puter off and head outside. Perhaps joining 
a book club or a debate team at their local 
community center would benefit SJWs; 
they could learn what it really means to be 
a social justice warrior.
 Social Justice Warriors must also un-
derstand that in order to be successful in 
making a difference, they have to accept 
help from groups that are supposedly op-
pressing them. 
 Just like a man can be a feminist, a 
person who isn’t of an ethnic background 
or a straight cisgender person can also be a 
true social justice warrior. 

 We all deserve to be treated equally. No matter our race, 
color, or sexuality, we all deserve respect. Topeka, Kansas’ 
Westboro Baptist Church’s protests outside the Moda Cen-
ter, picketing the Portland Trail Blazers’ support on same 

sex marriage was rude and inappropri-
ate.  
 Established in 1955, the Westboro Baptist 
Church strictly believes that same sex mar-
riage is wrong. It is also against military fu-
nerals and disapproves of Jewish and Catholic 
beliefs.  
The church was founded by Fred Phelps, 
a beloved civil rights attorney before he 
was known for preaching that God hates 
gay people. Phelps moved to Toke Kansas 
in 1954- the year the U.S. Supreme Court 
banned segregation in public schools with 
Brown v Topeka Board of Education. 
 Phelps took on discrimination cases no 
other civil rights attorney would touch. 

He received an award from the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, and was honored in a state 

museum for his civil rights work. 
 The Portland Trail Blazers became the first professional sports 
franchise in October of 2013 to openly endorse marriage equality 
in the U.S. Westboro Church came to Portland to try and interrupt 
the basketball game, but soon enough, Portland being Portland, 
counter-protesters shouted down their anti-gay slurs. Seemingly 
defeated, they moved to the Oregon Convention Center where 
a Gay Christian Network Conference was being held, trying to 
block the entrance into the conference. Yet again, Portland being 
Portland, at least 100 counter-protesters shouted them down, and 
the 20 Westboro Church members left. 
 Westboro Baptist Church protests around the country, “shar-
ing the word of God,”  apparently with discriminating and crude 
anti-gay picket signs, rudely shouting to anyone who will listen. 
 Free speech gives us all the right to say what we want to say. 
It gives us the freedom to practice our religions, but there is a fine 
line between free speech and disrespect. An individual should be 
able to express herself, but should do so resepectfully, knowing 
that others should not be judged or discriminated against on their 
life choices. Westboro Baptist Church should understand that 
people have the right to be what they want to be regardless what 
it thinks.

   Growing up is like a journey; 
there are experiences that aren’t 
ever forgotten, and there’s always 
a goal. One purpose in life is to 
discover who you really are. Who 
are you? No one knows better than 
you. For 17-year-old Joshua Ryan 
Alcorn, it was to be Leelah. 
 It was a simple matter. Leelah 
discovered who she really was. A 
girl. That’s who Leelah Alcorn is 
and was, and should be known as. 
That was not how her parents’ had 
viewed the situation, however. 
 What is the duty of a parent? 
Is it simply to love her child? Yes, of 
course, but being a parent comes 
with many responsibilities. One of 
those responsibilities is being able 
to be there for her child no matter 
what, being the child’s support. So, 
how it can it be that Leelah’s sui-
cide was driven by none other than 
her parents? 
 What is so hard to understand 
is not why Leelah chose to be the 

way she wanted to be, but rather 
why a parent would deny her  
child’s decision, then manipulate  
her with mental abuse. 
 Leelah was isolated from her 
friends, punished for her “act.” It 
slowly drove Leelah to the point 
where she couldn’t handle it.
 Not to mention, she was sent 
to conversion therapy by her par-
ents and denied her request for 
transition treatment. There is even 
a petition requesting for the end of  
any therapy that denies anyone 
their identity. It’s unethical.
 Leelah did not get the treat-
ment she deserved. Leelah was 
not able to go through her journey 
of life. Instead, she chose to end 
her journey short. 
 Transexuality isn’t something 
that can be reverted. Once some-
one discovers who she truly is, 
who is right to tell her otherwise? 
No one. It is her basic human 
right. 

    The large number of people who refuse to be respectful and 
polite in the school hallways only proves that they need to be 
educated on proper hallway etiquette. 
    Everyday at school, other students are oblivious to how many 

shoulder checks and shoves they give. The sad 
part is these students either don’t know abuse 
is happening or simply do not care. After such  
disrespectful displays of carelessness, a little 
apologetic “sorry” or “excuse me” would make 
the pain hurt less. But no. They walk off as if 
they didn’t even notice the bump. 
    Does anyone remember which side of the 
hallway is appropriate to walk? Well, the 
answer is defi nitely the right side. Even in 
middle school, students were always told to 
walk on the right side, not the left. Floyd Light 
even has dividing lines, like a highway.Students 
are forced to cram themselves up against the 
lockers because  a huge mob of other students 

is walking the full width of the hallway.
    Please don’t stand in big groups smack dab in the middle of 
the hallway, breezeway, or bathrooms. Are these spontaneous 
get togethers and conversation groups really necessary while 
other students are trying to get to class before the tardy bell?  
Go ahead and be late, but making other students late as well is 
completely unfair. Some students, believe it or not, travel from 
the far tip of the south building all the way north to the science 
hall. These students are already walking fast or even running. 
Is it so hard not to stand in their way? 
    Students of David Douglas: be more considerate of others 
in the hallways and the breezeway. Each of us has somewhere 
to be. The easier it is to make it there on time, the happier the 
hallways will be.

“People walk 
off as if they 
didn’t even 
notice the 
bump.” 

BELLE
SMITH

“...but there 
is a fi ne line 
between 
human 
rights and 
respect.”

ALINE
ALVAREZ

High school 
more than 
paper chase

Nguyen

“With want-
ing to make 
a difference, 
they have 
gone astray 
from the path 
of good...”

KAREN
HERNANDEZ

“..The 
years 
spent 
sitting at a 
desk have 
been in 
vain. ” 

ANDREW 
NGUY

“I come to school because I know 
that I need an education to get 
where I want in life. Plus, I like to 
learn about stuff. I’m not always 
interested in the stuff taught at 
school, but I still try to learn it.”

Larissa Schuermyer 
Portland, Oregon
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‘Secrets’, Lambert, and validity

“Stuck” tough but necessary

REEL
LIVES

Ennui Italian style
CAMEREN LEE 

COMING
 PORTLAND
FEBRUARY

to

•Portland International 
Film Festival
•Portland Art Museum
•Feb. 5-21

•Portland Jazz Festival
•Portland State University
•Feb. 17-Mar. 1

•BRICKS CASCADE (LEGO 
convention)

@ Oregon Convention 
Center, Mar. 14-15

•WWE LIVE
@ Moda Center, Mar. 15
•PORTLAND ROADSTER 

CENTER
@ Portland Expo Center, 

Mar. 20-22
 

save 
these
dates

“This man was brilliant.”

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“Justin Tim-
berlake. He’s 
got a beautiul 
voice.” 

-Sophomore
Palaina 
Gasper

Favorite pop 
star of 2014?

“Taylor Swift, 
because se 
makes me 
emotional.”

- Sophomore 
Manuel Urzua

“Meghan 
Trainor, 
because she 
speaks her 
mind.” 

- Junior
Angella 
Marchuk 

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“By 1965 there’ll 
be total depravity. 
How squalid every-
thing will be.” 

•Title is a common 
Italian phrase

•Its most famous 
actress recently 
passed

•It’s a lot darker 
than a fi lm from 
1960 is expected to 
be

Winter’s Answer:

“Babette’s Feast”

(1986)

in

the

“Chris Brown. 
I like his mu-
sic.”

- Frashman 
Calvin Waters Stuck is a riveting, yet hard to swallow, docu-

mentary about the difficulties of adopting a child 
from a foreign country, and is arguably one of the 
most influential documentaries of 2013.

Mariska Hargitay, better known 
as a protagonist on Law and Order: 
Special Victims Unit, is the narra-
tor of the adoption story of three 
children in Haiti, Vietnam, and 
Ethiopia. Often times documen-
taries are discounted, overlooked, 
and considered “boring,” but Stuck 
introduces the viewer to the realiza-
tion that it is becoming more and 
more difficult to adopt a child from 
a foreign country to light. Not only 
that, but the documentary offers an 
insight in the horrors of institutional 

orphanages. 
 In the documentary, clips of Romanian orphan-
ages are inserted from a study done by Harvard 
University, showing the horrors of these institu-
tions. The movie mentions that Romania no longer 
allows potential families from foreign countries 
to adopt, resulting in high numbers of orphaned 

children in these grave circumstances. The clips 
showed infants lying on their backs for hours, days, 
not moved unless they were being fed. 

Other clips are thrown in of adopted children 
that could not be more thankful to be in America, 
and to have a family. In between all of the ad-
ditional clips the viewer sees the families that 
have been waiting years and years to have their 
adoptions finalized; families that just desperately 
want to take their children home, but are stopped 
by governments’ skepticism on whether or not the 
children should be taken out of their birth countries. 
The children wait with rotting teeth and malnour-
ished bodies for their new families to finally take 
them home. 

Stuck, while not only a terribly important docu-
mentary in this day and age, also brings the thought-
provoking question of whether or not taking a child 
out of their birth country, and raising them into 
another culture, is what the child really needs. But 
when given such gruesome living conditions in 
orphanages where children are raised without love 
and care, primal instincts should tell us that yes, the 
living conditions and quality of a childhood should 
overpower a nation’s ethnocentrism. 

 Sia’s “Elastic Heart” mu-
sic video featuring actor Shia 
Labeouf and dancer Maddie 
Ziegler tells its viewers a pow-
erful story through the move-
ments of interpretive dance.
 Created by Sia,  “elastic 

hear t”  was  re-
leased in 2014 
o n  t h e  a l b u m 
1000 Forms of 
Fear. The music 
video, directed 
by Sia and Dan-
iel Askill ,  fea-
tu res  28  year-
old “Transform-
ers” actor, Shia 
LaBeouf, and 12 
yea r-o ld  ch i ld 

dancer on “Dance Moms” Mad-
die Ziegler.  Ziegler was also 
featured in Sia’s “Chandelier” 
music video which won Best 
Choreography at the 2014 MTV 
Video Music Awards.
 In the music video,  the 

two appear to be trapped in an 
oversized bird-like cage. At first 
Maddie is beating up LaBeouf 
while he tries to avoid her, even 
climbing up to the top of the 
cage for peace. When Maddie’s 
character simulates sleep he 
jumps down to be by her only 
to be “bitten” by Maddie. Later 
on the video they seem to get 
along and Maddie manages to 
escapes the cage and tries to 
help LaBeouf escape as well but 
he does not fit through the slots 
between the bars.
 The characters in the music 
video are meant to represent the 
different states of Sia. The lyr-
ics “I’ve got thick skin and an 
elastic heart” show that LaBeouf 
represents the “thick-skinned” 
side of Sia that has become 
more tough, and hardened over 
the years. Maddie represents the 
“elastic heart” side that is young, 
naive, and emotional. The cage 
represents the unbreakable bond 

of both sides, and that no matter 
how hard you try to escape it, 
your past will always catch up 
with you.  
 Another way to see this mu-
sic video is the fight between Sia 
and her addiction with painkill-
ers and alcohol. LaBeouf repre-
sents Sia desperately trying to 
escape her addiction, and Mad-
die represents her dependency 
for this substance. The cage 
shows how hard it is for her to 
leave that part of her behind no 
matter how much it hurts her. To-
wards the end of the video Mad-
die escapes the cage and Labeouf 
is frustrated that he can’t escape 
as well. This is translated into 
Sia and her difficult battle with 
overcoming addiction.
 S i a  i s  t h e  t y p e  o f  a r t -
i s t  t ha t  d ig s  deepe r  i n  t he 
mean ing  o f  he r  l y r i c s .  She 
w a n t s  h e r  f a n s  t o  s e e  t h e 
e m o t i o n  a n d  m e a n i n g  b e -
h ind  each  song . 

 Michelangelo Antonioni seems 
to have fallen out of favor to a de-
gree that saddens me; this man was 
brilliant. 
 Antonioni was neither the fi rst 
nor last of the great Italian directors, 
coming to prominence after Rossel-
lini, De Sica, Visconti, and Fellini but 
before Pasolini and Bertolucci. He 
stylistically broke from neorealism, 
the movement De Sica and Rossel-
lini made famous, as early as his fi rst 
feature, but he gained international 
attention with L’Avventura, his sixth. 
It is still audacious; the woman set 
up as the protagonist disappears 
permanently in the fi rst thirty min-
utes. In an age where Hollywood 
literally has a scriptwriting formula 
tooled towards optimal audience 
satisfaction, we sorely need our 
expectations subverted like that.
 Not that Michelangelo was a 
one-movie wonder. L’Avventura 
makes up a thematic trilogy with La 
Notte and L’Eclisse. Martin Scors-
ese, the greatest Italian-American 
fi lmmaker (Coppola was only great 
for one decade, admit it), has said 

that the latter’s ending “suggested 
to [him] that the possibilities in cine-
ma were absolutely limitless”. 1964 
brought Red Desert, which was 
Antonioni’s fi rst color fi lm, his last 
major collaboration with L’Avventura
star Monica Vitti, and a movie that 
was decades ahead of the curve in 
its environmental concerns.
 Next, he signed a three-
picture deal with Carlo Ponti of 
MGM, and made three English 
fi lms: Blowup, Zabriskie Point, and 
The Passenger. The fi rst is a snap-
shot of pre-psychedelia London, 
and was pivotal (due mainly to a 
topless Vanessa Redgrave) in es-
tablishing the ratings system as an 
alternative to all fi lms having to ad-
here to a puritanical code, as had 
been the case for over 30 years. 
Zabriskie Point is fl awed (Lord, 
that sex scene is preposterous), 
but hardly deserves the hate it’s 
gotten for decades. Its use of early 
Pink Floyd and the Grateful Dead, 
on top of its Michael-Bayesque-
but-still-artfully-awesome ending, 
makes this an imperfect gem. The 
fi nal, starring Jack Nicholson, is 
probably the best starting point, 
however.

•Harlem Globetrotters
•Moda Center
•Feb. 21

•Monster Jam
•Moda Center
•Feb. 14-15

“Simple, 
but doesn’t 
lose 
meaning.”

ANCA
MATICA

“I like cat 
earrings.”

MARINA
VECHERKINA



Scots emerge victorious from physical battle

ELLI SIMOTAS
sports editor
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Five-foot-eight junior John Morris looks for pass at the Dec. 9 home game 
against Milwaukie High School.                                                             Photo by Andrew Nguy

CHI LI
staff reporter 

Junior Laura Flores races to the fi nsh line in the butterfl y event in the meet 
against Barlow. The girls prevailed 96-58.                     Photo by Andrew Nguy

Seniors earn scholarships

Girls’ swimming prevails
HOLLY HIBDON

sports editor

 The varsity cheer sqa-
ud placed first at their com-
petion on Jan. 17 at Lak-
eridge High School. The 
team scored 71 points out 
of a total of 80 points. The 
JV team took fourth place.
 On Jan. 10 at Lake Os-
wego High School, varsity 
placed second overall after 
a long winter break. The 
team lost to Aloha High 
School, who beat them at 
state last year, by only .24. 
The OSAA State Champi-
onship is scheduled to be 
held on Feb. 14 at the Port-
land Memorial Coliseum. 
Students and  staff are en-
couraged to attend. 

@scotscafe @scotscafe

Coffee - Tea - Americano/Espresso 
- Lattes - Mochas 

Hot Cocoa - Steamers
Student-made beverages available before school 

and during both lunches. Two drink maximum.

 Two softball players, 
seniors TJ Rucker and Tiara 
Champ, have signed and 
received scholarships to play 
softball in college starting next 
fall.
 Rucker has signed to play 
softball with Carroll College, 
located in Helena, Montana. The 
school is currently NAIA, but is 
planning to become a Division 
II in a few years. She has 
accepted a scholarship of about 
$8,000 per year, and she’ll be 
eligible for work-study to help 
pay off the rest of her tuition. 
Rucker also received softball 
scholarships from Northwest 
Christian University in Eugene 
and Pugent Sound University 
in Tacoma. After visiting 
Carroll College’s campus and 
practicing with the softball 
team, she made her decision. 
 “I walked onto the campus 

and knew this is 
where I wanted 
to be,” said 
Rucker. “When 
you walk onto 
a campus, you 
just know.”
 Champ has 
a c c e p t e d 
a softball 
scholarship to 
the University 
of Mary in 
B i s m a r c k , 
North Dakota, 
currently a 
Division II 
school. The 

scholarship will add up to about 
$14,000 per year, paying for 
a large portion of her tuition. 
Champ ultimately made her 
decision after meeting with 
the softball coach at the 
university.  
 “I really like the coach,” 
said Champ. “We really made a 
connection when we first met.”

 

 The 3-point line then the free-
throw line helped the Scots secure 
a hard-fought 70-60 home victory 
over Reynolds on Jan. 22.
 The fi rst quarter began with 
6-foot-1 guard Charles Jones be-
ing assisted by junior 5-foot-8 
wing John Morris in sinking a 
three pointer. Senior 6-foot-3 wing 
Dwight Dew then scored a layup 
after a pass from senior 6-foot-1 
wing Hunter Davis. Reynolds then 
scored fi ve points that were coun-
tered by a longshot from senior 
6-foot-3 post Brock Jackson. Da-
vis and Dew scored the Scots’ last 
points of the quarter before Reyn-
olds chipped away at their defi cit, 
14-10.
 The second quarter quickly 
devolved into a sniping contest, 
as both teams sunk shots around 
the 3-point line with swift speed 
and precise accuracy. Both Davis 
and senior 6-foot-1 wing Lamar-
iea Taylor struck early. Jones shot 
and made three 3-pointers in a 
row, followed by the fi rst layup in 
the quarter, all within the span of 
two minutes.  Reynolds closed in 

on the Scots’ lead 
once more to end 
the half, 31-29, 
Scots. 
 The Raiders 
began the third 
quarter on a quick 
8-4 run to take the 
lead, but Jones 
quickly undid the 
damage with an-
other 3-pointer. 
Reynolds re-
sponded by go-
ing on yet another 
8-4 run before 
senior 6-foot-
3 post Stanford 
Toloke kickstarted 

a 6-point surge to retake the point 
advantage, ending the third quarter 
47-45, Scots.
 The fourth quarter saw a dra-
matic change in the battlefi eld. It 
shifted from hoops to winning the 
battle at the free throw line. Both 
teams fouled each other multiple 
times, leading to many of the 
quarter’s points from free throws. 
Desperate fouls by the Raiders, 
ultimately dug them a deeper 
hole, resulting in the 70-60 David 
Douglas victory.

JONES

DEW

RUCKER

CHAMP

Cheer team 
places high 
at recent 
competitions

Search on 
for boys’ 
tennis and 
shot/discus 
coaches
 David Douglas High 
School is currently search-
ing for a Head Boys’ Ten-
nis Coach for the upcoming 
spring season. All appli-
cants for this position must 
have prior coaching experi-
ence. The Track and Field 
Team is also searching for a 
new shot/discus coach. The 
position is open to some-
one who already works on 
campus. The coach will be 
at Fir Ridge High School 
on Mondays and Fridays, 
and at David Douglas 
High School on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days. 
 Before beginning ei-
ther of these positions, 
coaches must be up to date 
with their certifications, 
such as First Aid and CPR, 
take tests such as a concus-
sion and steriod test, and 
go through a district back-
ground check.

 Once again, girls’ swim 
team made a splash by 
defeating the Barlow Bruins 
96-58 in the David Douglas 
Aquatics Center on Jan 22. 
 Junior Elizabeth Fryer 
won the 200 meter freestyle 
in 2:03.12. Junior Alina Bibik 
won the 200 meter individual 
medley in 2:21.66. Senior 
Pamela Kennedy won the 50 
meter freestyle in 26.89 as well 
as the 100 meter backstroke in 
1:06.57. Sophomore Fernanda 

Rodriguez won the 100 meter 
freestyle in 55.63 and the 100 
meter breaststroke in 1:07.58.
 Alana Pham, Fernanda 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Fryer, 
and Alina Bibik won the 
200 meter medley relay 
in 1:57.76. Alina Bibik, 
Pamela Kennedy, Maggie 
Chan, and Mia Bagaric won 
the 200 meter freestyle 
relay in 1:49.07. And 
Pamela Kennedy, Maggie 
Chan, Elizabeth Fryer, and 
Fernanda Rodriguez won the 
400 meter freestyle relay in 
3:58.15.
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Girls lose by 5 points in double overtime

Wrestling takes down Eagles, 64-7

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
spots editor

Ashley Carlburg practices her free throws for the Girls’ game against the 
Raiders.  The girls next game will be away at Clackamas       Photo by Aline Alvarez 

Boys’ swimming loses to Barlow

JV 

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
sports editor

GLANCE
MHC
at a

HIGHLANDER’S
JV PLAYERS

OF THE
MONTH

Twins  fueling  
Centennial 
Basketball

EDNA FERNANDEZ
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

ELIJAH BRYANT
BOYS’ BASKETBALL

 The boys’ swim team placed 
won 6 of 11 events during the 6th 
meet of the season but still lost to 
Barlow, 101-69 on Jan 22.
 Junior Phuc Tran won the 
500m Freestyle after Sophomore 
Raymond Pham won the 200m 
IM. Izaya Owotor won both the 
50m freestyle and the 100m free-
style. Junior Cameron Knopf won 

the 100m breaststroke. The boys 
also won the 200m medley relay.
 Even though they didn’t win 
their meet, many improved their 
PR’s. Junior Erik Ott improved 
his freestroke PR by 7.04 seconds. 
Sophomore Connor Dejeu dropped 
his butterfl y PR by 4.78 seconds 
and Andrew Nguyen dropped his 
Breststroke PR by 7.01 seconds. 
 The boys’ swim teams next 
meet will be on Feb 5, followed by 
districts on Feb 13.

ALEXIS BLASIER
features editor

Odighizuwa All State player

Suh needs to be shown the door 

“Why haven’t 
they kicked 

him out of the 
NFL?”

Snacker’s 
Sports 
Spot

 NFL defensive tackle Ndamu-
kong Suh intentionally stepping on 
Aaron Rodger’s injured ankle de-
served more punishment than a 
$70,000 fi ne. He should be kicked 
out of the league.
 I have been a Packers fan 
since I was little. It hurt to see one 
of the leaders of our team be care-
lessly stepped on by someone who 
has a history of intentionally injur-
ing players. He’s already paid over 
$200,000 in fi nes over his four year 
career; that does not count lost 
wages from being suspended from 
games. Enough is enough.
 Suh came up with two excuses 
for stepping on Rodgers. The fi rst 
was given to an NFL appeals offi -
cer the day before the appeal that 
resulted in the $70,000 fi ne. He 
said that he could not tell the dif-
ference between Rodger’s leg and 

the ground. Are you kidding me? 
The Green Bay Packers uniform is 
green and yellow, a green that is a 
lot darker than the turf. The bright 
Packers yellow should also be a 
sign that someone is there. 
 Suh then changed his excuse 
to his feet being numb from the 
cold, which at least is a more intelli-
gent excuse than not seeing colors.
 This situation says a lot about 
how the NFL deals with players like 
this. This is Suh’s eighth offense. 
That’s right: eight. Why haven’t they 
kicked him out of the NFL? 
 It seems like the league of-
fi ce doesn’t care about these of-
fenses as long as teams make the 
league money, and the more of-
fenses these players commit, the 
more money goes into the league’s 
pocket. Its time to show Suh and 
the other repeat offenders the door.

Isaiah Mortensen

 The Dailey sisters, Megan 
and Melissa, have their sights 
set on playing through the state 
playoffs.
 During Megan’s rookie 
year, she sank six 3-point shots 
during a single game against 
Barlow.
 Melissa achieved a school 
record while playing Spring-
fi eld, scoring 36 points in over-
time for a 52-50 win. 

 DDHS now has a class 6A 
All State football team member on 
campus, junior defensive lineman 
Osawaru Odighizuwa.
 “This is my biggest accom-
plishment in my football career 
so far,” said Odighizuwa. “Being 
voted for this team really means 
all my hard work is starting to pay 
off.” 
 Odighizuwa and his broth-

ers found sports for themselves. 
Owamagbe, the oldest brother, 
paved the way, showing all of 
them what they can do if they work 
hard.   
 Many high school football 
players dream of playing profes-
sionally, but Odighizuwa also takes 
into account that school is very im-
portant. 
 Odighizuwa is also wrestling 
again this year, with a fi rst in state 
win last year, he has high hopes of 
him repeating this year. 

 Clackamas won their 
meet against Barlow with a 97-
72 win on Jan 15.
 Clackamas started off 
with a win in the 200m medley 
relay. After many fi rst and sec-
ond place fi nishes, Clackamas 
was in the lead, 55-23.

Clackamas boys’ 
swim team beats  
Barlow 

Hard conditioning led to the Scots to a 64-7 home 
victory against the Centennial Eagles on Jan. 22. 

First to go up for the Scots was 106 pound senior 
Brandon Thai. In the fi rst round, he scored 5 take-
downs, Eagles responded with 5 escapes of their own. 
However, in the end, Thai was in the lead, 14-5. Seven 
Scots won as a result of forfeit. 126 pound senior An-
drew Curry won his match, 7-1. His match consisted 
of 3 takedowns, and 1 escape. Next up was senior 170 
pound senior Brandin Colly who won, 9-1 and 182 
pound junior Alex Warque won his match as well, 11-3. 

“I thought they worked really well,” said coach 
Ron Holyoak. “Warque avenged a previous loss. There 
is still a lot of work to do still. We’ve had some suc-
cesses, but we’re not done getting better. Our goal is 
always to compete at state. We will be at our peak at 
state.” 

At the Resers Tournament Championshipson Jan 
23-24, the Scots placed third as a team, but 280 pound 
junior Osawaru Odighizuwa placed fi rst. They also 
placed fi rst as a team at the Northwest Duals tourna-
ment on Dec 29-30

HIBO ABTIDON
staff reporter

 From left: Anthony Cha, Anatoliy Gamza, Osawaru Odighizuwa, Andrey Gamza, Brandin Colley, 
Jamerz Magomdov, Mamed Razatdinov, John Ashe and Kyle Beal                     Photo by Aline Alvarez

HIBO ABTIDON
staff reporter

After a hard-fought double 
overtime, the Scots lost to the Raid-
ers, 57-52, at home on Jan. 17. 

The Scots won the tip-off and 
scored first with junior 5-for-7 
guard Takayla Hadley making both 
free throws. The Raiders countered 
with back to back 2-pointers, fi nish-
ing the quarter in the lead. 

Reynolds began the second 
quarter with a 3-pointer. Senior 
5-foot-6 guard Tiara Champ was 
the first Scot to score with  2/2 
free throws. This was followed 
by a 2-pointer from senior 5-foot-
3 guard Ashley Carlberg. Then 
freshman 5-foot-8 guard Nautica 
McMurry scored a 2-pointer, but 
the Scots still trailed, 30-19.

Junior 6-foot-2 post Gennah  
Schoen scored first in the third 
quarter. This was followed by 
another Champ 2-pointer off an 
assist from Truong. Schoen scored 

a 2-pointer from 
a Champ assist. 
The Scots ended 
the quarter big 
with a 3-pointer 
from McMurry, 
but Reynolds still 
led, 43-34.

S e n i o r 
5-foot-6 post Taliah Graham scored 
first for the Scots. Truong then 
scored a 3-pointer. Schoen followed 
that with  a turnaround jump shot. In 
the last 7 seconds Schoen drained a 
2-pointer off a turnaround Truong 
assist, tying the game, 46-46. 

Schoen was the fi rst to score 
for the Scots in overtime, a 2-point-
er. Reynolds then responded by 
draining their own 2-pointer.  In 
double overtime, Truong scored 
the last points for the Scots, which 
proved not enough

“They did great,” said coach 
Kristinya Birch. “At one point we 
were down fi fteen, but they fought 
and clawed their way back.” 

SCHOEN



Distance no obstacle for Woods volunteer

Richard Kreismam, who is known as Mr. K to students, drives in from Eagle Creek to 
volunteers in the woods class during periods.            
          Photo by Alexis Blasier 

TONI CHERRY
staff reporter

 High school volunteer Richard 
Kreismam has dedicated eight years 
to teaching the third and fourth period 
Woodshop classes, traveling all the 
way from Eagle Creek, a distance of 
approximately 20 miles, which usually 
takes 30 minutes each way.
 Kreismam, an Ashleyned Senior High 
School retired English teacher, enjoys 
interacting with students. When he retired 

he decided to volunteer his free time to 
help DDHS woodshop classes. The work 
reminds him of his time before retirement.
 “We build our own lives,” said 
Kreismam. 
 He enjoys learning from his students 
and teaching one of his favorite activities: 
woodworking. He receives satisfaction 
from teaching students new woodworking 
skills. 
 Kreismam decided that he will 
continue to volunteer his time at Douglas, 
but will not return to paid teaching.

MARINA  VECHERKINA
staff reporter

Assistant principal Sharon Webster is 
the Runner Up for the title of Oregon Vice 
Principal of the Year.

When the selection committee fi rst 
voted they ended up in a tie. A second vote 
took place, and it also ended in a tie. A third 
vote decided that Alice Ott Middle School 
vice principal Duane Larsen be awarded 
Vice Principal of the Year and Webster 
Runner Up. 

Rarely does the winner and runner up 
come from the same district. Webster has 
been a DDHS assistant principal for nine 

years. DDHS changed the title of vice prin-
cipal to assistant principal more than 20 
years ago. Before that she was a teacher 
for 28 years, a varsity tennis and volleyball 
coach, an assistant basketball and volley-
ball coach, a cheer coach, an activities di-
rector, a school-improvement coordinator, 
and a parent. When DDHS was awarded 
a Smaller Learning Communities grant 
for $499,000 from the U.S. Department 
of Education, Webster was also the grant 
manager for four years.

“Everyday is different and unpredict-
able today,” Webster said about his job as 
assistant principal. “We’re asking our kids 
and our teachers to do more with less.”

February dance replaces Formal
HOLLY HIBDON

staff reporter

 Winter Formal has 
been cancelled this year, 
but students need not fret; 
an alternative dance has 
been scheduled on Feb. 12, 
but will not be romantic in 
theme.
 The Student Council has 
to decided to hold a dance in 
the north gym on Feb. 12, 
since Friday is a no school 
day for students. The dance 
will be semi-formal, meaning 

Webster vice principal runner up

Assistant principal Sharon Webster was chosen Runner Up to Alice Ott vice principal Duane 
Larsen as Oregon Vice Principal of the Year.        Photo by Alexis Blasier
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Senior photos 
due in March

ELIZABETH GARCIA
news editor

that students will be able to 
dress-up as much, or as little, 
as they would like. The dress 
code still applies.
 Cancelling the Winter 
Formal involved cost. The 
school was paying so much 
money to put the dance on, 
including paying for a venue, 
purchasing decorations, 
and paying a DJ, that it was 
not breaking even. Any 
money made from Winter 
Formal was a fundraiser for 
the Senior All Night Party. 
Ticket sales were low, so the 

school decided to organize 
a less expensive dance that 
more students would feel 
comfortable attending. 
 By making the dance 
semi-formal, students will 
not need to worry about the 
cost of purchasing a dress or 
renting a tuxedo—unless, of 
course, they choose to do so. 
 “Come as you are,” 
said activities director Eric  
Wadsworth. “Dress fancy. 
Come with a date, or go 
it alone. Just have a great 
time.” 

“When the Great Recession hit, the 
greenhouse was shut down,” Bier said. “Natural 
resources is coming back next year.”

Assistant principal Linda Vancil elaborated 
on the foods program, which will be renamed 
Food Sciences to refl ect the chemistry and math 
used in the classes. The program was connected 
to The Kilt, a student-restaurant, when the 
career pathways were active. 

“We are putting a class back next year 
called Intro to Restaurants and Hospitality,” 
Vancil said.

These, along with other courses, are 
expected to be offered to students in the coming 
years as the high school gains a new building. 
The district hopes to pull from the general fund 
to fi nance the remodeling while advocating for 
funding from the state to pay for teachers.

However, the district offi ce will not 
be immediately converted into classrooms 
following the move. The building needs to be 
remodeled, which is currently being planned 
out. A price estimate is expected to be available 
by this summer. 

“Let’s build something special here,” Bier 
said.

 C
om ing   So on

LAUREN GAISER
staff reporter

 To some the city of Portland can now 
be called Pedland, seeing as numerous 
sidewalks and signal light-aided crosswalks 
have been constructed, many near DDHS. 
 On Stark alone, between 122nd and 
162nd, three crosswalks have been added 
that feature a safety island between both 
lanes of traffi c. Two of these crosswalks 
also feature a signal light activated by 
the push of a button. By law, vehicles are 
required to stop when they see the yellow 

lights fl ashing, allowing pedestrians to cross 
in safety.
 A gift of $1.9 million was given in 2014 
by the state of Oregon to traffi c control 
administrators to fund the new crosswalks 
and fl ashing beacons. 
 “I use the crosswalks and they work so 
much better now,” junior Charles Jones said. 
“The fl ashing lights actually get cars to stop, 
so I don’t have to wait around for them to 
see me.” Although the beacons tell drivers to 
stop, the Portland Bureau of Transportation 
would recommend pedestrians make sure 
cars have stopped before they cross.

Street improvements visible

David Douglas High School

Ticket Price: $10

8:30 pm to 11:00 pm, North Cafeteria
Thursday, February 12, 2015

Enter to win a $50 
Target gift card this 

May!
Ask your counselor 

about scholarships to 
fi nd out more.

Seniors!

5:16HLDR 4G 65%

NEW MESSAGENEW MESSAGE

Senior photos 
due in March

ELIZABETH GARCIA
news editor

 Seniors planning to submit a 
senior photo for the yearbook must 
submit their photos by 3 p.m. on 
March 18.  Photos can be submitted 
through email at yearbook@
ddouglas.k12.or.us. Seniors can 
also bring a hard copy of their 
senior photo to room 141, however, 
the digital method is preferred.  

 Time to Dance
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