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 In correlation to Multnomah 
County’s Communities Supporting Youth, 
David Douglas held a community engage-
ment team meeting on Jan. 27 from 6-7 
p.m. in an effort to increase the atten-
dance rate at David Douglas High School.

Multnomah County has started an 
initiative called Communities Support-
ing Youth, or CSY, that helps David 
Douglas students meet school attendance 
standards. The meeting was lead by the 

SUN program and the CSY team. The CSY 
team consists of people such as attendance 
deans, teachers and SUN coordinators. The 
meeting was open for students, parents 
and community members, of which 26 at-
tended. Attendance data was presented at 
the meeting, and a discussion took place 
about the barriers to boost our attendance. 

“Absences have been a big problem 
throughout the years,” said Dean of Stu-
dents Ron Holyoke. 

 A student who has missed 20 or more 
days of school in one semester can be 
removed from DDHS or be recommended 

Merkley, who graduated from DDHS in 
1975, visited on February 18 to answer questions 
from AP U.S. Government and Politics students 
to give them a better understanding of how the 
government functions. 

“Just by taking AP U.S Government and 
Politics, you already know far more than most 
Americans,” Merkley said.

The topics discussed, such as the Koch 
brothers and other billionaires sponsoring 
political candidates, the Keystone XL pipeline, 
and Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission, were parallel to recently covered 
course content. 

“It’s great that Oregonians chucked them 
out of our state,” said Merkley, referring to the 
Koch brothers’ candidates.

In getting involved with politics, Merkley 
suggested volunteering for a local representative 
or talking to representatives via phone or in 
person.

“State legislators and national legislators 
are more accessible in America than in virtually 
any other democracy,” Merkley said.

Merkley, who started as an intern to the 
late U.S. Senator Mark Hatfi eld, has previously 
served as Speaker of the Oregon House of 
Representative and five terms as Oregon 
Representative. 

“I would love to have another visitor the 
caliber of Senator Merkley because it gives 
students the opportunity to make content real,” 
said AP U.S. Government and Politics teacher 
Tim Bailey.

to have a special counselor to help them 
improve their attendance.

“The challenge is trying to track and 
manage three thousand kids,” said Holyoke.

Also discussed in the meeting was why 
attendance is important and many students 
and teachers in attendance of the meeting 
were engaged and spoke up on their ideas 
and opinion on attendance. Schoolwide 
goals were also set in the meeting, such as 
having students attend school at least 80 per-
cent of the time and have only 15 absences 
through the whole school year. Stories 

•Raised over $1 mil-
lion for students to 
visit Harvard

•Photojournalist with 
over 12 million Face-
book followers

•Recently interviewed 
President Obama

Girls’ swim team
fi nishes tenth in 
state.

More than anything
else, Portland is
becoming known for its 
food carts.

See ATTENDANCE Page 12
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Oregon Sen. Michael 
Dembrow and U.S. Sen. Jeff 
Merkley visited DDHS on 
separate occasions.

Dembrow toured the 
school on Jan. 23, visiting 
various classrooms and 
speaking to administrators.

“He was extremely 
impressed with our staff and 
students,” said assistant principal Linda 
Vancil. “Senator Dembrow made several 
comments regarding how smoothly our 
school operates.”

food carts.
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DDHS thespians
move on to the
state acting competition.state acting competition.

2

To Kill a Mockingbird
gets a sequel—but
maybe it shouldn’t.

4
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Rights to children, not parents

Older in time doesn’t make it fi ne 

The Highlander
Should the voting 
age be lowered or 
kept the same? 

“All i ask is that I’m 
given some of my 
own basic human 
rights when I’m with 
my family, not tightly 
packed and restrict-
ed in the cage.” 

“No, it shouldn’t be 
lowered because the 
education is not high 
enough for them to 
create a reasonable 
decision.”

Melisa Vuong
Portland, Oregon

 

rights when I’m with 
my family, not tightly 
packed and restrict-
ed in the cage.” 

Born to
Nguyen

Angela Nguyen

Cord cut on RadioShack

Offensive phrases should stop

 RadioShack fi led for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy on Feb. 5, as a result of backwards 

thinking and poor busi-
ness decisions. Announc-
ing plans to create a deal 
with Sprint, the latter will 
allow RadioShack to still 
exist in-name only using 
a “store-in-store” model 
(an example would be a 
Starbucks cafe in Safeway) 
in some of the 2,400 loca-
tions planned to be sold. 
The remaining 1,600 stores 
will be shut down due to 
underperformance.
 RadioShack had a storied 
history of many successes, 

with recent failures sinking a ship nearly a 
century in the making. Established in 1921, 
the company began as a small store in Boston 
specializing in radios for ships and consumer 
use alike. Due to the use of an initially admi-
rable business model, the company began to 
branch out very rapidly, eventually becoming 

a giant amongst retailers as they expanded into 
computer parts, mobile phones, and satellite 
television. The chain reported record profi ts 
in the late 1990s and early 2000s before hit-
ting a steep decline in the second half of the 
new millennium’s fi rst decade. With the rapid 
closing of stores and laying off of employees 
(2006 alone had 500 stores shut down and 400 
employees released), the company eventually 
reached the state it has today: nothing more 
than a name.
 The rapid decline of RadioShack marks 
the upcoming obsoletion of brick-and-mortar 
stores, as online services such as Amazon 
began taking over in popularity, offering bet-
ter deals and convenience for the consumer. 
To say the least, the emergence of the online 
retailer was a major catalyst in the death of 
RadioShack, with their refusal to change 
their dated infrastructure proving to be self-
destructive.
 Best Buy has launched an online service 
as a companion to their existing retail stores, 
structurizing both services to promote the 
other. For example, the online service has a 

“Find it at a Best Buy store” option, so it is 
possible to sample and get an immediate copy 
of the product. Meanwhile, physical stores will 
have employees encourage you to buy online 
should the store be lacking in stock. While 
RadioShack has an online service, it proved 
to be ineffective, as its late launch proved to 
be uncompetitive with the rapidly-growing 
Amazon and failed to meet its peers in prices.
 RadioShack ditched computer sales and 
audio equipment, focusing on mobile phones 
in an attempt to stay profi table. Their short-
sighted decision did not take into account the 
future three-way fi refi ght in the cellular market 
between itself, online retailers, and dedicated 
stores from T-Mobile and Verizon alike. With 
competitors offering more better options for 
consumers, the drastic change in strategy acted 
only as a punctured life jacket to the company.
 In 1977, RadioShack sold the fi rst ever 
mass-marketed computer: the TRS-80, created 
by Bill Gates. Ironic that the company which 
holds such a pedigree would end up running 
itself into the ground after their failure to keep 
up with the modern times.

 Everybody says certain phrases they don’t mean, but what 

they don’t realize is that these phrases can have a large impact on 

self-esteem.
 For example, when people say “I’m so OCD,” chances are 

they really aren’t. They just might like their 
room clean and their books in alphabetical 
order, but what they do not realize is that 
OCD is a real illness that takes over lives. 
It’s like the phrase, “that’s so retarded,” 
which is often misused and translated as 
“uncool.” 
 Using mental health issues should 
never be a way describe because it can of-
fend many who suffer from such illnesses 
or their family members. When someone 
is feeling moody, saying that they must be 
bipolar is not the smartest choice. 
 Bipolar disorder is a serious medical 
condition that causes shifts in mood, energy, 
and even the ability to function. When stu-

dents are having a little trouble focusing in class, they often joke 

that they have ADD or ADHD. Being distracted for an hour is not 

the same as having actual learning disorders. 
 Many people all around the world actually suffer from these 

illnesses. These words can have a strong impact on those who battle 

mental health issues. Even if it is unintentional, these phrases can 

hurt and offend. 
 The term “that’s so gay” is often used to describe something that 

is uninteresting or uncool. This phrase can lower an already low self-

esteem, and offend the LGBT community. Another popular phrase, 

“I’m going to kill myself,” is not something to say when people are 

having a bad day when something doesn’t go their way. 
 Suicide is never something that should be taken lightly or joked 

about. The common phrase heard mostly by teenagers “I’m dying” is 

clearly used incorrectly. Having a lot of homework and not enough 

sleep is not that same as having a terminal illness or some sort of life 

threatening issue. 
 When these phrases are misused, it can cause a lot of damage to 

they way a person views themselves. This can lead to even bigger 

problems, such as thoughts of suicide and extreme anxiety in the 

person they are offending. 
 Before blurting words out, people should take a moment to think 

“ Is what I’m about to say going to hurt someone?”, and “Would I 

want my grandmother to hear me saying these words?”

 It’s given to treat those older 
than you with respect, but how is it in 
reverse? Does this mean the older 
are given the right to treat you with-
out respect? 
 “I’m older than you, so you can’t 
treat me that way,” is one of the many 
things my older brothers aren’t afraid 
to remind me of. However, how can I 
be expected to treat them with such 
courtesy when I’m not given it in re-
turn? 
 Constantly, my privacy is dis-
rupted and my integrity is bom-
barded, and I’m expected to quietly 
oblige. It twists my emotional state 
and mind into a spiral, unable to 
even ask for my own basic human 
right privileges. 
 Everyone has their rights, and 
they should be able to hold onto 
them. 
 Coming from an old, traditional, 
Asian family, I’m consistently told by 
my mother and brothers I have no 
say in how they treat me, even if it’s 

a huge blow to what I am inclined 
to. I’m extremely grateful for many 
things in my life, especially my fam-
ily. They’ve been there to support 
and watch over me, but I can’t help 
but feel question the expectations 
set out for me.
 If you are invading my own per-
sonal privacy, I am going to call you 
out for it. If you’re going to speak 
your own opinion, I’m going to re-
spond with mine. If you’re going to 
lecture me for something I have rea-
son for, I’m going to get some of my 
own words in. 
 All I ask is that I’m given some 
of my own basic human rights when 
I’m with my family, not tightly packed 
and restricted in the cage. It’s wrong 
to give out a set of rules, and to be 
expected to blindly follow them with 
no questions asked. 
 Being older doesn’t give au-
thority to degrade the younger, and 
to treat them without the respect 
they deserve. 

Many parents use money as a weapon towards their children 
to make them feel bad for wanting to make their own choices, and 
it is incredibly wrong. Especially around the age of most graduat-

ing high schoolers, they want to make their own 
choices for what they wish to do with the next 
portion of their lives.

Who is to say that they are the wrong choic-
es, anyway? So many times, the young adult will 
be pressured to do as their parents want, rather 
than what they want because their parents have 
supported them fi nancially as an adolescent. 

Even though it was the parents’ choice to 
have a child, or to raise one, they take little to no 
responsibility for that. They make it seem as if the 
child has been a burden and is “taking advantage” 
of their money. 

One of the worst feelings in the world is 
to feel like one owes their parents thousands of 
dollars for simply being born and living their life. 

At the same time, being put in a situation like this allows for 
someone to stand up for what they really want and fi ght someone 
for what they think is right. When it comes down to it, the child 
will either win the confrontation or lose it. 

Hearing from multiple parents that they think their child “owes” 
it to them to follow a path that they approve of is completely non-
sensical and disrespectful.

If someone wishes to go out of state for college or to travel the 
world or to work after they graduate, they have every single right in 
the world to do so. Nobody should be able to tell them otherwise.

Freedom to choose and be one’s own mentor through the 
transition from teenager to adult is extremely important. It should 
never be taken away from any child no matter how much money 
their parents put into them when they were young.

“So many 
times, the 
young adult will 
be pressured 
to do as their 
parents want...”

LAUREN
GAISER

“Using men-
tal health is-
sues should 
never be a 
way to de-
scribe...”

MARINA
VECHERKINA

 There has been a recent move to lower 
the voting age to 16 around the country. This 
makes too much sense to miss. 
 Just think of all the things 16-year-olds 
are already allowed to do. They can drive, 

procreate consensu-
ally with adults,  get a 
job,  get married with 
parental consent, get 
emancipated if the rea-
sons are right, and are 
even allowed to move 
out. The only things 
they can’t do is drink 
alcoholic beverages 
and smoke cigarettes. 
If they can do all these 
things that adults can, 
even live like one and 
pay bills, they should 
be able to vote on 

things that will affect them. 
 They should be able to vote on highway 
construction. They should be able to vote for 
the politicians that run the country, as they 
routinely make decisions that directly affect 
them. They should be able to vote on the 
minimum wage, which, considering each 
individual’s circumstances, has the power to 
give them more freedom.
 The main thing people have against this 
idea that continues to pop up intermittently is 
that it will lead to teens demanding the vote 
to buy cigarettes and alcohol. If they have the 
right to vote, they will more than likely get it. 
Teens should be allowed to smoke cigarettes. 
It has been drummed into heads that smoking 
is bad, causes cancer, and ruins your body. 
However, the only effect on the brain is ad-
diction. It doesn’t negatively affect your brain 
in any other way. Since everyone knows the 
negative effects it could have, 16-year-olds 
have all the knowledge they need. So if they 
want to buy cigarettes, power to them. It’s a 
bad decision where there is a high chance of 
having very negative side effects. 
 Alcohol, on the other hand, can be very 
damaging to the still-developing teenage 
brain. It can cause irreversible brain damage, 
including ruined memory and test-taking abil-
ity. Smoking also causes irreversible damage, 
but it doesn’t retard your brain growth, which 
could also cause some questionable voting 
decisions.
 Giving 16-year-olds the right to vote 
should be an easy thing, considering the 
amount of rights they already have. But more 
likely than not, it will be one of those issues 
that is repeatedly brought up but nothing really 
ever gets done about it.

Lower the
voting age

“...the drastic 
change in 
strategy acted 
only as a 
punctured life 
jacket to the 
company.”

CHI LI

“...they 
should be 
able to vote 
on things 
that will af-
fect them.” 

CALEB
BOCKELMAN

Taylor Martin
Portland, Oregon
“Most teenagers have 
no idea what is even 
happening politi-
cally, so it shouldn’t 
change.” 
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Cord cut on RadioShack

Offensive phrases should stop

“Find it at a Best Buy store” option, so it is 
possible to sample and get an immediate copy 
of the product. Meanwhile, physical stores will 
have employees encourage you to buy online 
should the store be lacking in stock. While 
RadioShack has an online service, it proved 
to be ineffective, as its late launch proved to 
be uncompetitive with the rapidly-growing 
Amazon and failed to meet its peers in prices.
 RadioShack ditched computer sales and 
audio equipment, focusing on mobile phones 
in an attempt to stay profi table. Their short-
sighted decision did not take into account the 
future three-way fi refi ght in the cellular market 
between itself, online retailers, and dedicated 
stores from T-Mobile and Verizon alike. With 
competitors offering more better options for 
consumers, the drastic change in strategy acted 
only as a punctured life jacket to the company.
 In 1977, RadioShack sold the fi rst ever 
mass-marketed computer: the TRS-80, created 
by Bill Gates. Ironic that the company which 
holds such a pedigree would end up running 
itself into the ground after their failure to keep 

 Many people all around the world actually suffer from these 

illnesses. These words can have a strong impact on those who battle 

mental health issues. Even if it is unintentional, these phrases can 

 The term “that’s so gay” is often used to describe something that 

is uninteresting or uncool. This phrase can lower an already low self-

esteem, and offend the LGBT community. Another popular phrase, 

“I’m going to kill myself,” is not something to say when people are 

 Suicide is never something that should be taken lightly or joked 

about. The common phrase heard mostly by teenagers “I’m dying” is 

clearly used incorrectly. Having a lot of homework and not enough 

sleep is not that same as having a terminal illness or some sort of life 

 When these phrases are misused, it can cause a lot of damage to 

they way a person views themselves. This can lead to even bigger 

problems, such as thoughts of suicide and extreme anxiety in the 

 Before blurting words out, people should take a moment to think 

 There has been a recent move to lower 
the voting age to 16 around the country. This 
makes too much sense to miss. 
 Just think of all the things 16-year-olds 
are already allowed to do. They can drive, 

procreate consensu-
ally with adults,  get a 
job,  get married with 
parental consent, get 
emancipated if the rea-
sons are right, and are 
even allowed to move 
out. The only things 
they can’t do is drink 
alcoholic beverages 
and smoke cigarettes. 
If they can do all these 
things that adults can, 
even live like one and 
pay bills, they should 
be able to vote on 

things that will affect them. 
 They should be able to vote on highway 
construction. They should be able to vote for 
the politicians that run the country, as they 
routinely make decisions that directly affect 
them. They should be able to vote on the 
minimum wage, which, considering each 
individual’s circumstances, has the power to 
give them more freedom.
 The main thing people have against this 
idea that continues to pop up intermittently is 
that it will lead to teens demanding the vote 
to buy cigarettes and alcohol. If they have the 
right to vote, they will more than likely get it. 
Teens should be allowed to smoke cigarettes. 
It has been drummed into heads that smoking 
is bad, causes cancer, and ruins your body. 
However, the only effect on the brain is ad-
diction. It doesn’t negatively affect your brain 
in any other way. Since everyone knows the 
negative effects it could have, 16-year-olds 
have all the knowledge they need. So if they 
want to buy cigarettes, power to them. It’s a 
bad decision where there is a high chance of 

Lower the
voting age

“...they 
should be 
able to vote 
on things 
that will af-
fect them.” 

CALEB
BOCKELMAN
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Cord cut on RadioShack

Offensive phrases should stop

 RadioShack fi led for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy on Feb. 5, as a result of backwards 

thinking and poor busi-
ness decisions. Announc-
ing plans to create a deal 
with Sprint, the latter will 
allow RadioShack to still 
exist in-name only using 
a “store-in-store” model 
(an example would be a 
Starbucks cafe in Safeway) 
in some of the 2,400 loca-
tions planned to be sold. 
The remaining 1,600 stores 
will be shut down due to 
underperformance.
 RadioShack had a storied 
history of many successes, 

with recent failures sinking a ship nearly a 
century in the making. Established in 1921, 
the company began as a small store in Boston 
specializing in radios for ships and consumer 
use alike. Due to the use of an initially admi-
rable business model, the company began to 
branch out very rapidly, eventually becoming 

 Everybody says certain phrases they don’t mean, but what 

they don’t realize is that these phrases can have a large impact on 

self-esteem.
 For example, when people say “I’m so OCD,” chances are 

they really aren’t. They just might like their 
room clean and their books in alphabetical 
order, but what they do not realize is that 
OCD is a real illness that takes over lives. 
It’s like the phrase, “that’s so retarded,” 
which is often misused and translated as 
“uncool.” 
 Using mental health issues should 
never be a way describe because it can of-
fend many who suffer from such illnesses 
or their family members. When someone 
is feeling moody, saying that they must be 
bipolar is not the smartest choice. 
 Bipolar disorder is a serious medical 
condition that causes shifts in mood, energy, 
and even the ability to function. When stu-

“Using men-
tal health is-
sues should 
never be a 
way to de-
scribe...”

MARINA
VECHERKINA

“...the drastic 
change in 
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DEMBROW

U.S. Sen. and DDHS graduate Jeff Merkley visited DDHS on February 18 to answer questions from two classes of AP U.S. Government and Politics 
students regarding politics, the environment, immigration, and government processes.                                   Photo by Andrew Nguy

County joins school to better attendance
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HOLLY HIBDON
 staff reporter

Twenty two students from the Central 
American Youth Association, also known 
as CAYA, from Mount Hood Community 
College, or MHCC, had a packed schedule 
on Thursday, Jan. 15 during their visitation 
to the Spanish classes here at David Douglas.  
 Their schedule began at 7:45 am with a 
meeting at MHCC and arriving at David Douglas 
at 8:15 am. Principal John Bier welcomed them 
to the school with muffins and juice at 8:30 am.  
 Host students from David Douglas were 
assigned to a CAYA student during the school 
tour. At 9:35 am, CAYA students got to sit in on a 
core class to see how it works, and at 11 am, they 
did a cultural presentation to the Spanish classes 
to teach the David Douglas students about their 
countries. At 11:45 am the students had their 
first Stark Street pizza, with the David Douglas 
students. They returned back to MHCC at 2:15 pm. 
 Students from both Spanish classes taught 
by Antonio Torres and Alisa Aguirre, and Eric 
Wadsworth’s leadership class, were all able to 
share this experience with the CAYA visitors. The  
students took them on tours around the campus 
and were also able to go into a 6th period class. 
The students were able to learn about the daily 
life of a high school student in the United States. 
They even saw a child being born in a health class.  
 Communication was a challenge for both 
the CAYA and the David Douglas students, 
due to the fact that at best, the CAYA students  
did not speak much English, and were 
considered level 1 English speakers. This 
language barrier resulted in the Spanish class 
students putting their knowledge to the test; 
students had to communicate and translate to 
understand what they were saying to each other. 
 The students took many photos and got Scots 
gear to show off when they got home and  got  to  
taste American food, which was the first time for 
many of them The students left with positive 
things to say about David Douglas that they can 
take back to their home country. Another group 
of students will be sent back up to visit David 
Douglas this Spring.

 

The Central American students spent a day at David 
Douglas high school campus, experiencing high school 
life in the United States         Photo Courtesy Eric Wadsworth

Thespians recognized 
at acting competitions

Parents comment on PT conferences

Oregon Symphony visits GHES

Seniors Ethan Archer and Sarah Granberg sing “Anything You Can 
Do I Can Do Better”, at the Feb. 7 showcase.                 Photo by Belle Smith

The gift of music from the 
Oregon Symphony has been given 
to the David Douglas community 
through the talent of the Oregon 
Symphony String Quintet, who 
performed at Gilbert Heights 
Elementary School (or GHES) on 
Feb. 4. 

As of last year, the Oregon 
Symphony announced a grant 
partnership with the David Douglas 
School District, with help from The 
Oregon Community Foundation’s 
Studio to School initiative. The 
group hopes to allow Oregon schools 
to easily access art education. The 
program is in partnerships with 15 
art organizations and schools across 
the state.

The grant will allow GHES  
teachers to encourage and give 

students attending kindergarten 
through fourth grade an opportunity 
to choose an instrument to play and 
learn. This musical encouragement 
also continues with students in fifth 
through eighth grade at Alice Ott 
Middle School with professional 
mentoring and coaching for high 
school preparation.

“This grant will help provide 
Gilbert Heights students and 
families, and eventually Alice 
Ott Middle School and David 
Douglas High School families, 
with opportunities to explore and 
enhance their experiences with 
the arts,” stated District Music 
Coordinator and Gilbert Heights 
Principal Cherie-Anne May.

The Oregon Symphony String 
Quintet includes musicians Keiko 
Araki on violin, Inés Volgar 
Belgique on violin, Joël Belgique 
on viola, Nancy Ives on cello, 

and Jason Schooler on bass, who 
played from 6:30 to 7:30 in the 
GHES gymnasium. 

“While this [was] a family 
event, it [was] also a great 
opportunity for string students to 
see amazing professionals right 
here in our community,” said 
May.

The Oregon Symphony 
Percussion Quartet also 
performed at the school on Jan. 
21, and other performances are 
scheduled in the future, including 
a music program for third and 
fourth graders planned on Mar. 
12. These performances are 
scheduled with a mini-workshop 
for students earlier in the day, 
with a concert occurring later in 
the afternoon. 

Each performance is a 
community concert that is free 
and welcomes anyone to attend.

SARAH BRADBURY
opinions editor

On January 10, the David Douglas High School theatre 
department sent 56 students to compete in the Mt. Hood 
Conference Acting Competition.

Those recognized as Superior actors were seniors Olivia 
Stuart, Connor Riggs, and Alex Montgomery for solo acting. 
Junior Hibo Abtidon was also recognized for Superior solo acting. 
Five others were recognized for Honorable Mention. 

For Duo Acting, seniors Ethan Archer and Alex Montgomery 
and Rochelle Belgarde and Amanda Schreiter were recognized as 
Superior actors. Six more were recognized as Honorable Mention.

Students were also sent to the Thespian Regionals Acting 
Competition on Feb. 8. There were six Regional Finalists from 
David Douglas. The State Qualifiers for Solo Experienced Acting 
were Seniors Connor Riggs and Olivia Stuart. For Duo Comic 
Experienced recognized were seniors Jake Gallagher, Connor 
Riggs, Alex Montgomery, and Ethan Archer, for Duo Musical 
seniors Ethan Archer and Sarah Granberg, and for Pantomime 
seniors Ethan Archer and Amanda Schreiter. The state acting 
competition will be held April 9-11.  

CALEB BOCKELMAN
 staff reporter

One-hundred-and-24 parents responded to a 
December online survey, which was based on the new 
Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences’ format. 

Of the 124 who responded, 102 attended Fall 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. One-third of those 
surveyed, who did not attend Fall conferences, 
reasoned it was because the high school’s schedule 
did not work for them. Viewing grades in Synergy 
ParentVue and feeling no need to meet with teachers 
was the reason one-sixth of those did not attend. Those 
who have students in the middle or elementary schools  
who attended the high school conferences instead 
totaled to one-ninth.

“Having all of the district conferences on the same 
dates was very difficult,” stated one parent. “I have 
children in three schools (elementary, middle and high) 
and this made for a more difficult schedule. There 
were teachers I was unable to see as a result. I do like 
that the conference schedule in November compressed 
the days off of school into one week, however, it is 
later in the year. If there had been any concerns, it 
would be rather late to work with a child to recover 

a term or semester. I keep in touch with teachers and 
view ParentVue, so this isn’t a problem personally but 
I have been surprised before at conferences.”

Forty four percent said they liked that conferences 
were in November, instead of October. 45% said they 
liked that teachers were in common spaces for evening 
sessions

“It was hard to find teachers in the North 
Cafeteria-too crowded 
and no waiting lines 
for teachers in the 
back row without 
overhearing other 
conferences,” one 
parent stated.

Forty four 
percent said they 
liked teachers were in 
their classrooms for 
morning and evening 

sessions.
“I went during the day and didn’t know the teachers 

were in common places during the afternoon,” said 
another parent. “When I got there and found out I had to 
go to each room, I was so lost I didn’t go see a teacher.”

DAVID VEENSTRA
 staff reporter

“It was hard to find 
teachers in the North 
Cafeteria-too 
crowded and no 
waiting lines for 
teachers in the 
back row without 
overhearing other 
conferences.”

Central
American 
students 
tour campus
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Students recognized by OAEA

New AV tech former Scot

Fir Ridge 
students to attend 
YMCA camp

ANGELA NGUYEN  
 opinions editor

Pacific Northwest colleges part of fair 

The Talon program was represented at the fair. This program works to reach out to diverse 
communities located in the East Multnomah County                                               Photo by Alexis Blasier
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The annual College and Trade Fair, 
on Feb. 5th, had the north cafeteria packed 
with students seeking opportunities, 
primarily located in the Pacific 
Northwest, ranging from internships to 
basic college information.

Not only were there a variety of 
colleges from Oregon participating in 
the event, colleges out of state were 
included as well. Including Idaho State, 
Washington State, and Evergreen. 
Representatives from College Possible 
attended the event to recruit sophomores 
for their junior year to be spent at college 
and ACT prep sessions that happen 
after school twice a week. There were 
also organizations that were looking for 
young adults interested in summer jobs, 
one of them being a camp counselor for a 
kids activity camp.

“More than 300 showed up to 
explore the 20+ schools represented, and 
the event was a huge success,” said AP 
Psychology teacher Aminah Ali. 

Pizza was ordered 
for a population of 200 
guests and none was left 
in the duration of half an 
hour. As students entered 
the cafeteria, raffle 
tickets were given out 
for several prizes to be 
handed out the next day. 
The following morning, 
selected tickets called 
a few students over to 
the College and Career 
Center for their prize. 

“A huge thank you 
to Felicia Brewer, Sue 
Sanford, and Sarah Dorn 
for heading this up,” said 

principal John Bier in a staff email, “As 
I walked around, I saw students truly 
engaged with the folks from the colleges. 
They were taking this very seriously!” 

“We were all excited to see the 
tremendous response from our students in 
comparison to previous years,” said Sue 
Sanford, “We plan to continue hosting 
this event every year.” 

Portland Metro Scholastic, on their 
submissions of drawings, paintings, 
sculptures, photographs, designs, and 
digital art.

Senior Daniel Maya won two 
portfolio Gold Keys, three Gold Keys, 
five Silver Keys, and three Honorable 

Mentions. Senior Sarah Granberg won 
one Portfolio Gold Key, two Gold Keys, 
two Silver Keys, and two Honorable 
Mentions. Sophomore Holly Dresbeck 
won one Gold Key, two Silver Keys, 
and one Honorable Mention. Sophomore 
Uyen Thy Pham won one Gold Key. 
Junior Sarah Bradbury won two Silver 
Keys. Senior Justin Dejeu won one 
Silver Key. Senior Angel Lin won two 
Silver Keys. Senior Queenaly Tran 
won one Silver Key and one Honorable 
Mention. Junior Diana Varanita won one 
Silver Key. Senior Emily Yonker won 
one Silver Key. Senior Natasha Grinko 
won one Honorable Mention. Senior 
Nick Pahomsky won two Honorable 
Mentions. Senior David Vang won one 
Honorable Mention.

In total David Douglas students 
submitted 96 individual entries and 
seven senior portfolios.
 The Gold Key winners will be 
honored in a ceremony at the Portland 
Art Museum on Feb. 18th. Their artwork 
will them go on to compete nationally 
this March. The art will also be displayed 
at two exhibitions at Pacific Northwest 
College of Art and Oregon College of 
Art and Craft this Feb.
 Art teacher Maria Galati said 
“Scholastic Art Awards rewards a 
combination of originality, technical 
skill and the ability to demonstrate 

Fir Ridge’s fundraiser on gofundme.
com to send students to YMCA’S Camp 
Phoenix, a camp for teens to ponder 
about their lives and futures, resulted in 
success on Feb. 11, 2015. 

“Phoenix is a 3-day camp, 
facilitated by Synergo, where teens 
evaluate who they are, access the causes 
of their challenges, and redefine where 
they want to go in life,” said Fir Ridge 
counselor Katie Amos. 

Fir Ridge 
Campus, part 
of the David 
D o u g l a s 
School District, 
consists of 214 
students with 
77% on Free 
and Reduced 
Lunch, 10% 
pregnant, 12% 
homeless, and 
20% in special 
e d u c a t i o n 

according to statistics by Amos on 
gofundme.com. Many students of Fir 
Ridge are at a risk of dropping out, or 
they’ve fallen behind in grades. 

“We are asking for $2000.00 to 
cover the cost of sending 26 high school 
students to Camp Phoenix, a three day 
intensive and transformational retreat,” 
said Amos. 

The fundraiser, created on Jan. 14, 
2015, managed to raise $2,010 from 52 
donators, going over the goal by $10. 
Camp Phoenix grants the 26 students 
from Fir Ridge the opportunity to go 
through new experiences and group 
activities with their participation. The 
money raised from the fundraiser is to 
be used for necessities such as food, 
lodging, supplies, transportation, and the 
program itself. 

“Most of our kids have never gone 
to a camp, much less one where they 
truly get to dig into who they are and 
where they’re headed,” said Amos. 

This is a piece of artwork entered by Senior Angel Lin. She was awarded two Silver Keys for her 
entries in the Portland Metro Scholastics competition.                                  Photo courtesy of Maria Galati

The David Douglas High School 
congratulates student on earning 
Scholastic Art Awards from the Oregon 
Art Education Association through 

Former DDHS student and Universal Studios 
employee Sebastian Petreus is now the 
campus AV Technician.                 Photo by Belle Smith

 The new audio visual technologist, 
replacing Marie Bockart, goes by the 
name of Sebastian Petreus.
    Petreus is a former DDHS student, 
who was a student of current assistant 
principal Mark Haner. 
 “He paid attention to detail,” said 
Haner, who was Petreus’ Industrial and 
Engineering Systems teacher.”I knew he 
would be quite successful and happy.” 
 Petreus graduated from OSU with 
a business degree. An OSU business 
degree requires the basics of computer 
technology.
 “I’ve always been interested in tech-
nology, so I kept up with it in college as 
much as I could,” said Petreus. 

BREWER

DORN

“Most of our 
kids have 
never gone to 
a camp, much 
less one 
where they 
truly get to 
dig into who 
they are and 
where they’re 
headed.”

  Petreus traveled to Japan in 2004 
where he fell in love with the Japanese 
culture and people, so much that he 
decided to stay for nine years. He also 
taught English to Japanese students for 
one year. 
 “Teaching English wasn’t my pas-

sion and I lost 
interest in it,” he 
said. 
 While teach-
ing, he made 
friends with 
people involved 
with technology 

and was soon asked to work at Univer-
sal Studios where he was in charge of 
helping foreigners who visited the park, 
training staff members, and creating 
project designs. 

“I’ve always 
been 
interested in 
technology, so 
I kept up with 
it in college.”
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and “Most Outstanding Newspaper,” and 2014 with “Special 
Merit” and “Most Outstanding Newspaper.”

Families fi ned for obesity
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1. Who was the fi rst 
African-American 
man to hold the 
World Heavyweight 
Champion boxing 
title?
a) Jackie Robinson
b) James McMIlan
c) Michael Smith
d) Jack Johnson

2. Who was the fi rst 
African American 
to be appointed to 
the United States 
Supreme Court from 
1967 to 1991?
a) Theodore Crane
b) Thurgood Mar-
shall
c) Sam Dykes
d) Clarence Thomas

3. What did Shirley 
Chisholm accom-
plish in 1968?
a) She earned a 
Grammy award
b) She was the fi rst 
African American 
female to be elected 
into the House of 
Representatives
c) She produced Ha-
malet in an Arkansas 
theater
d) She was the fi rst 
African American 
dentist

4. Who was the fi rst 
African American 
to win an Academy 
Award?
a) Hattie McDaniel
b) Dorothy Dan-
dridge
c) Diana Ross
d) Sidney Poitier

5. Black History 
became an offi cial 
monthly celebration 
starting in what year?
a) 1982
b) 1976
c) 1800
d) 2010

6. Why was the 
month of February 
chosen for Black 
HIstory Month?
a) It was the month 
MLK was assas-
sinated
b) Slaves became 
free in February
c) Frederick Doug-
lass and Abraham 
LIncoln share birth-
days in February
d) It’s the month 
Obama was born.

7. HIram Rhodes 
Revels, the fi rst 
African American to 
be elected as a US 
Senate, represented 
what state?
a) Nebraska
b) South Dakota
c) Mississippi
d) Massachusetts

8. What does the 
NAACP stand for?
a) National Alliance 
of African and Col-
ored People
b) Newark Asso-
ciation Assimila-
tion of Crepes and 
Pancakes
c) North American 
Assocation of Col-
ored People
d) National Associa-
tion for the Advance-
ment of Colored 
People

 ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ misleading

“We’re scoutin’ for a possible gem- and it’s 
called Go Set a Watchman!”

MY TURN

Alexis
Blasier

“... why are we still 
telling children 
that their size is 
something to be 
ashamed of...”

To kill a sequel  

Little
Thoughts

Sarah Bradbury

bad for the parents’ wallets. 
It’s brought to people’s 
attention that obese kids 
come from poor families. 
Because they can’t afford 
a lot, they buy cheap food, 
which is generally unhealthy. 
So fi ning these parents will 
more than likely make the 
situation worse for the whole 
family. 
 I get Puerto Rico trying 
to bring down the amount of 
obese children, but this isn’t 
the way to do it. Extending 
P.E. classes or feeding 
children healthier foods at 
school will also help with this, 
and then students don’t have 
to feel as if they’re being 
singled out. If the country 
feels they need to tackle this 
issue, they need to make 
all the children do the same 
thing rather than picking 
one kid out of a group and 
breaking their self esteem 
down to the point where the 
child feels insecure about 
their body.
 I’m sure the last thing 
Puerto Rico wants is an 
uprising in the amount of 
suicides, which I think they’ll 
get if they go about childhood 
obesity by fi ning parents and 
telling children they need to 
exercise to be accepted.

now, with her sister’s death 
on Nov. 17, things have 
apparently changed. 
 Another probable 
reason for her spontane-
ous desire to publish her 
novel could be her age. 
At 88, she could feel she 
needs one last “hurrah.” 
But it shouldn’t be over-
looked that this novel was 
written by a different per-
son, a much younger Lee 
who had all the resources 
available to publish Go Set 
a Watchman, which was 
written years before To Kill 
a Mockingbird. 
 We’ve all been em-
abarrased by an elderly 
family member whose re-
call of times past has been 
affected by age. It may be 
legal, but is it fair to ask 
the Harper Lee of today to 
read the draft of Go Set a 
Watchman then decide if 
it should be released to the 
millions of fans who have 
already pre-ordered it? 
Maybe not.

Cell phones 
allowed outside 
of class
 
Dear Editor,
 I feel like cell phones 
should be allowed during 
passing time and lunch. Cell 
phone use during classes should 
not be allowed to maximize the 
learning experience. I know 
myself and several others agree 
with this statement, but maybe 
the Highlander could do a poll 
on it. There are several pros and 
cons, but I don’t think having 
our phones on outside of class 
will hurt anyone or cause 
issues. I feel that if we were 
allowed to be on our phones, it 
would lessen phone use during 
class time. I think there’s a lot 
of debate on this topic and it 
will continue through my years 
of high school, but personally, 
I don’t think there’s anything 
wrong with it.
 
Sincerely,
Sophomore Kylan Inglis

Teenage girls 
deserve more
      
Dear Editor,
 I am a teenage girl and 
I will try to be unbiased, but 
much of this comes from 
experience. Being a teenager 
can be really hard. Add being 
a girl, and it’s an equation that 
takes forever to solve. When 
a girl is young, she imagines 
being a teenager to be so cool 
and having freedom. Once the 
reality hits, it’s heartbreaking.
 Young teenage girls have 
it rough. Insecurity, homework, 
personal problems, and 
media just keep adding into 
the equation. By thirteen or 
fourteen years old, girls have 
felt some strong feelings of 

sadness or love. Boys have a 
tough time also, but the whole 
world doesn’t seem to go 
against them.
 While girls have all 
these emotions being thrashes 
around inside them, they 
choose to love. Girls can 
love something or someone 
so passionately. Some love 
books, boyfriends, or even 
celebrities, yet people choose 
to bash on their likes. If girls 
love a boyband, who cares? 
Why does it make people 
satisfi ed to hate on something 
that makes someone happy? 
Young girls can love so hard 

even if they hate themselves.
 Teenage girls are often 
seen as annoying, mindless 
drones screaming and crying 
for everything. Who are you to 
judge? That one book, movie, 
or boyband might be the only 
positive thing in their life. It’s 
their life-ring that they grasp 
onto to keep their mind at ease. 
They are people with feelings 
that do matter. A boy’s life isn’t 
easy but at least they don’t have 
menstrual cramps. But that’s 
another story.
 
Sincerely, 
Anonymous Sophomore

 As I continue to constant-
ly hear about the opinions and 
reviews of the box offi ce hit  
Fifty Shades of Grey, which 
earned $237. 7 million world-
wide during its fi rst weekend 
release, I also can’t help but 
think of the physical and men-
tal abuse that is portrayed as 
“acceptable” and “sexy” to the 
millions who have read and 
watched the story. 
 In the novel, young col-
lege graduate Anastasia 
Steele and businessman 
Christian Grey develop a 
relationship involving ex-
plicit sexual practices. These 
acts, which are known to be 
detailed in the novel and ex-
pressed in this fi lm, are now 
read and shown to millions 
of viewers. We, as human 
beings, are highly infl uenced 
by media and the new hits 
and fads. Because of this, 

there is a possibility that those 
who have seen the fi lm or read 
the book will think it’s okay 
and sexually pleasing to place 
these acts onto sexual part-
ners or anyone else despite 
the underlying abuse these 
acts may hold. Another fear 
of mine is that people may be 
completely ignoring and are 
oblivious to this. For example, 
I have heard students com-
menting that Grey “wasn’t even 
that hot” and “the girl wasn’t 
that pretty”.
  If there are those that do 
enjoy this form of entertain-
ment, I have no say in what 
they can and cannot view or 
what they like. That’s their 
business, and can like what-
ever they please. However, 
I hope those will at least be 
aware of the hidden issues 
that media has deemed to the 
world as “an okay thing to do.” 

“I also can’t 
help but think 

of the physi-
cal and mental 

abuse that is 
portrayed as 

‘acceptable’...” 

What Do 
You Know 

About   Black 
History?

 Childhood obesity is 
an issue that doesn’t seem 
to go away, and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico is taking it to a 
whole new level.
 They are actually 
considering fi ning parents 
up to $800 if their children 
are obese. It’s unbelievable 
the route they’re taking to 
get rid of this issue. In this 
day in age, why are we still 
telling children that their size 
is something to be ashamed 
of, and that parents should 
get in trouble because of 
it? This is just a punch to a 
child’s self esteem. 
 The plan is if a school 
teacher sees a child they feel 
is overweight, they bring it to 
the attention of counselors 
and social workers who then 
evaluate the child. They 
would determine if the child 
is obese due to a medical 
issue, or if it’s just bad 
eating habits. 
 From there, they would 
create a diet and exercise 
program, and then six 
months later check in with 
the family. If the situation 
doesn’t improve, parents 
could be fi ned anywhere 
from $500 to $800.
 Not only is this bad for 
the kid’s self esteem, but it’s 

?

Thoughts

Sincerely, 
Anonymous Sophomore

 Every now and 
then, someone discovers 
something that brings a 
little magic back into the 
world. 
 The dusty draft of 
Harper Lee’s unpublished 
second novel seems to be 
one of these cases. But, 
perhaps not.
 Harper Lee is now 
88. It’s been 55 years 
since To Kill a Mocking-
bird was published. She 
has suffered one stroke, 
and has immense hearing 
and vision diffculties. Can 
an 88-year-old really re-
member what her thought 
process was more than 50 
years ago when she put 
the draft in a box? Perhaps 
there was a reason she 
didn’t want it published, a 
reason she’s since forgot-
ten. Maybe there was a 
reason to “misplace” it. 
 Controversies sur-
round whether or not her 
sister was infl uencing  her 
decision to publish. And 



Changing school start time deserves student inputPOINT
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COUNTER-POINT

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“Yes, we 
shouldn’t 
have to get 
up earlier.”
-Sophomore 
Mitchell 
Wade

“Yes, because 
8:00 a.m. is 
already too 
early.”
-Freshman 
Tapanga 
NolenAmerican voting turnout at all-time low

Should the student 
body have a say in 

how the bell 
schedule will be 

changed next year?

Thoughts on the Grammy awards
Through the 

Grapevine   
Tessa Meyer

“I think it’s 
dumb bcause 
most students 
are going to 
be late and 
grumpy.”
-Junior 
Yasmeen 
Muhamed

Over 1 million Earths 

would fi t inside the sun

The average cat can jump 5 times as high as its tail is long

One lump of sugar is 

equivalent to three feet of 

sugar cane

Gentoo penguins propose 
to their life mates with a pebble

The deepest place in 

the ocean is about 

seven miles deep.

Courtesy of Snapple.com

 Due to David Douglas not 
meeting the 130 hour state 

r e q u i r e m e n t 
a course must 
meet, they
will likely 
have to make 
a paramount 
decision soon 
regarding the 
school day’s 
length. Oregon 
is one of few 
states who 
have a required 
amount of hours, 
as most states 

don’t indicate how many 
hours a course must meet, 
with Alabama and Georgia 
requiring more. Additionally, 
the College Board does not 
specify how many hours an 
Advanced Placement course 
should meet. Every Portland 

area high school didn’t meet 
the state’s high school course 
hour requirements last year, 
some by five hours or more.  
Oregon’s school year is shorter 
than the national average, 
as most states require 180 
days, while Oregon requires 
960 hours which districts 
generally put into 170 to 175 
days.
 According to the 
Oregonian, David Douglas 
Superintendent Don Grotting 
said the the 90 minutes David 
Douglas High devotes to 
teacher collaboration in place 
of class time each week are 
worth the trade-off.  “We think 
that teacher time has allowed 
us to do pretty well,” he said, 
a claim backed by strong 
graduation and college-going 
rates for a district where most 
are low income. 

 An earlier start, a later 
dismissal, removing late start 
and trimming assemblies are 
all possible solutions, yet the 
student body should be the 
deciding opinion. 
 With the majority of 
the decisions that impact a 
typical student’s everyday life 
made by an administrator, the 
students deserve to have a say 
in this one. Many students 
have after school activities 
that a later dismissal would 
impact, not to mention before 
school activities such as Jazz, 
Troubadours, Cross-Country, 
Swimming and Weights an 
earlier start would impact. 
A ballot with all the possible 
solutions handed to the student 
body would be the fairest 
solution when impacting the 
life and education of over 
3,000 students.

Teacher rating 
website allows 
student voices to 
be heard

Ratemyteacher.com 
not to be taken 
seriously

Rate my teacher is the hilarious 
and horrible way to evaluate teachers.

    The website was created for 
students to anonymously write an 
evaluation about teachers or professors 
at their school. The evaluations ask 

students to rate 
the tests’ level of 
diffi culty, textbook 
usage, and whether 
or not the teacher 
is helpful or 
knowledgeable in 
the class. 

Rate My 
Teacher may have 
had the potential 
to be useful, but 
with the option 
of anonymity, 
students have the 

chance to say all the things they 
normally wouldn’t be allowed to say. 
Having gone through and actually 
read a few of the evaluations, there 
are many that do just this and then 
there are those evaluations that have 
been exaggerated and falsifi ed. One 
such evaluation claim a teacher had 
punched a student in the throat.

This probably isn’t the best place 
look to determine how well a school 
and its staff is, but it’s a good place to 
get a few laughs.

 The 57th Annual Grammy 
Awards aired Feb 8 and was star 
studded with incredibility and mis-
haps. 
 Red carpet walkers that re-
ally captured the attention of the 
media were Rhianna, Charlie XCX, 
and Madonna. Rhianna wore a 
gigantic, bubble gum pink dress 
that truly resembled a loufa and 
Charlie XCX wore a real fur wrap 
with a white tuxedo suit. The fact 
that she included real fur in her look 
shows that she’s trying too hard to 
establish herself. The most popular 
of celebrities would probably opt for 
faux fur and be more considerate 
towards animal rights, instead of 
using real fur as some kind of status 
symbol. The legendary Madonna 
was harshly criticized for her Given-
chy matador outfi t. Seeing her in 
something more glamorous would 
have been better than a glorifi ed 
Halloween costume.
 Sia, the singer of Chandelier, 
performed live with comedian Kris-
ten Wig and dancer Maddie Zeigler. 
What I can absolutely not stand is 
Sia’s decision to not show her face 
during performances. The entire 
time she sang live, her back was 

turned to the audience. Plus, her 
face was covered by a wig the whole 
night, and her face was blacked out 
whenever her nominee photo came 
up. To me, this screams disrespect to 
herself, her fans, and to her art form. 
Deciding to never perform again 
would be a more honorable deci-
sion than just turning her back. Sia 
claims fame is what she fears most. 
Then why would you be involved in 
a career where the only way to be 
successful is for everyone to know 
your name? As a song writer and 
performer, you should expect to be 
in the public eye.
 Finally, what Grammy Awards 
show would be complete without 
Kanye West making a fool of 
himself? As rock group Beck won 
Album of the Year, West almost 
took the stage once again to defend 
nominee Beyonce, giving flash 
backs of when he did the same 
to Taylor Swift. Later, West made 
comments to E! News that Beck 
shouldn’t have won and Beyonce 
deserved the award. Now Beck’s 
recognition is tarnished due to the 
controversy, instead of being able 
to enjoy receiving such a presti-
gious award.

“...this screams 
disrespect to 
herself, her 
fans, and her art 
form...”

r ight  to vote.  They knew that  their  vote 
would change America,  and i t  has.  They 
were angry that  the government didn’t  care 
what  they thought s imply because they 
were women. Americans are forgett ing how 
lucky they are,  yet  they st i l l  continue to 
argue about  how awful  America is  doing.  If 
an American has an opinion about  poli t ics 
but  haven’t  voted,  they should simply keep 
their  l ips sealed.  That  is  hypocrisy at  i ts 
best . 

If  an American is  not  voting,  i t ’s  their 
fault ,  no one else’s .  They simply fel t  lazy 
and didn’t  want  to stand in l ine.

So many countries would love to have 
the abil i ty to be a democrat ic  nat ion.  They 
would love for  their  vote to mean something, 
which is  something that  Americans have 
taken for  granted. 

America is  a  free country,  and voting is 
a  crucial  part  of  that  freedom. Americans 
have the r ight  to decide which laws pass, 
who is  in local  government,  and most 
importantly who runs America.  Forget 
public opinion.  Just  know voting is 
important .

 Rate my teachers.com is a 
website where students, parents, and 
other teachers can go and review, rate, 
and comment on high school teachers 
and college professors. Teachers and 
Professors can go to this website to 

refl ect and make 
decisions on how 
they teach material 
and how they 
approach other 
students. 

 This is a place 
where teachers can 
go and change the 
ways they teach 
from the perspective 
of the student. The 
negative feedback 
given to teachers on 
this website can be 

critical and be a bit rude but the teacher 
should not be offended by it and learn 
from it and not take it so personal. 
 As humans we don’t like being 
criticized on the way we do things 
but its good to know what we don’t 
do good on and what needs to be 
improved. Therefore Rate my teachers.
com is a great tool to help teachers and 
professors understand what they are 
doing wrong or what needs be worked 
on.

DAVID 
VEENSTRA

“... the 
student body 
should be the 
deciding 
option...”

General  voter  turnout  for  the 2014 
midterms was 36.3%, the lowest  s ince World 
War II .  The three largest  s tates,  California, 

Texas and New York had less 
than a third of  their  el igible 
voters  voting.  Since the 1964 
elect ion voter  turnout  has 
only been decreasing. 

Most  of  the voters  were 
the high middle class,  and 
almost  al l  of  the 1%. This 
is  why the low middle class 
feel  l ike they are being 
misrepresented.  They don’t 
have state representat ives 
that  actually represent  the 
state because much of the 
country’s low middle class is 
not  voting.

The current  congress makeup is  80% 
white,  80% male,  and 92% Christ ian.  Those 
stat is t ics  do not  al l  represent  America.  

     How can young men and women, 
change America if  they don’t  even vote. 
Movements l ike Women’s Suffrage should 
mean something.  Women fought for  the 

“Rate my 
teacher may 
have had the 
potential to 
be useful...”

KAREN 
HERNANDEZ

“...its good 
to know 
what... 
needs to be 
imporved...”

ALINE 
ALVAREZ

“... many 
countries 
would love 
to have the 
ability to a 
democratic 
nation...”

HIBO 
ABTIDON



Rate 1-5

Food: 5

Customer service: 4

Physical appeal of the cart: 4

Amount of food options they offer: 3

Location of the cart: 5

Prices: 3

Rate 1-5

Food: 3

Customer service: 4

Physical appeal of the cart: 4

Amount of food options they offer: 3

Location of the cart: 4

Prices: 3

Rate 1-5

Food: 5

Customer service: 5

Physical appeal of the cart: 5
Amount of food options they offer: 3
Location of the cart: 4
Prices: 3
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Food cart: Brunch Box
Type of food: Burgers and Grilled cheese
What did you order: Youcanhascheeseburger

Food cart: Hapa Ramen
Type of food: Japanese
What did you order: Curry Ramen

Food cart: Delicios, Taste of Tansylvania
Type of food: Romanian
What did you order: Mici & Langosi

F    



Rate 1-5

Food: 5

Customer service: 4

Physical appeal of the cart: 5
Amount of food options they offer: 4
Location of the cart: 3
Prices: 4
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holly

Food cart: Thai Garden
Type of food: Pad Thai
What did you order: Chicken Pada Thai

artartart

Chopollo Burger Recipe
Ingredients   
1lb ground beef     1/4 tsp mustard           1/2 tsp oregano  
1/4 tsp salt     1 tsp paprika         1/2 tsp ground garlic   
1 tbs chopped onion    Lettuce                Ketchup              
Mustard     Onions           Pickles

Directions
1.) Makes about 5 burgers (depending on the size of the patties)
2.) Mix ingredients with meat and form into balls.
3.) Shape balls into patties and cook

REVIEWS

FEBRUARY 27, 2015
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Rights to children, not parents

Older in time doesn’t make it fi ne 

The Highlander
Should the voting 
age be lowered or 
kept the same? 

“All i ask is that I’m 
given some of my 
own basic human 
rights when I’m with 
my family, not tightly 
packed and restrict-
ed in the cage.” 

“No, it shouldn’t be 
lowered because the 
education is not high 
enough for them to 
create a reasonable 
decision.”

Melisa Vuong
Portland, Oregon

 

“All i ask is that I’m 
given some of my 
own basic human 
rights when I’m with 
my family, not tightly 
packed and restrict-
ed in the cage.” 

Born to
Nguyen

Angela Nguyen

Cord cut on RadioShack

Offensive phrases should stop

 RadioShack fi led for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy on Feb. 5, as a result of backwards 

thinking and poor busi-
ness decisions. Announc-
ing plans to create a deal 
with Sprint, the latter will 
allow RadioShack to still 
exist in-name only using 
a “store-in-store” model 
(an example would be a 
Starbucks cafe in Safeway) 
in some of the 2,400 loca-
tions planned to be sold. 
The remaining 1,600 stores 
will be shut down due to 
underperformance.
 RadioShack had a storied 
history of many successes, 

with recent failures sinking a ship nearly a 
century in the making. Established in 1921, 
the company began as a small store in Boston 
specializing in radios for ships and consumer 
use alike. Due to the use of an initially admi-
rable business model, the company began to 
branch out very rapidly, eventually becoming 

a giant amongst retailers as they expanded into 
computer parts, mobile phones, and satellite 
television. The chain reported record profi ts 
in the late 1990s and early 2000s before hit-
ting a steep decline in the second half of the 
new millennium’s fi rst decade. With the rapid 
closing of stores and laying off of employees 
(2006 alone had 500 stores shut down and 400 
employees released), the company eventually 
reached the state it has today: nothing more 
than a name.
 The rapid decline of RadioShack marks 
the upcoming obsoletion of brick-and-mortar 
stores, as online services such as Amazon 
began taking over in popularity, offering bet-
ter deals and convenience for the consumer. 
To say the least, the emergence of the online 
retailer was a major catalyst in the death of 
RadioShack, with their refusal to change 
their dated infrastructure proving to be self-
destructive.
 Best Buy has launched an online service 
as a companion to their existing retail stores, 
structurizing both services to promote the 
other. For example, the online service has a 

“Find it at a Best Buy store” option, so it is 
possible to sample and get an immediate copy 
of the product. Meanwhile, physical stores will 
have employees encourage you to buy online 
should the store be lacking in stock. While 
RadioShack has an online service, it proved 
to be ineffective, as its late launch proved to 
be uncompetitive with the rapidly-growing 
Amazon and failed to meet its peers in prices.
 RadioShack ditched computer sales and 
audio equipment, focusing on mobile phones 
in an attempt to stay profi table. Their short-
sighted decision did not take into account the 
future three-way fi refi ght in the cellular market 
between itself, online retailers, and dedicated 
stores from T-Mobile and Verizon alike. With 
competitors offering more better options for 
consumers, the drastic change in strategy acted 
only as a punctured life jacket to the company.
 In 1977, RadioShack sold the fi rst ever 
mass-marketed computer: the TRS-80, created 
by Bill Gates. Ironic that the company which 
holds such a pedigree would end up running 
itself into the ground after their failure to keep 
up with the modern times.

 Everybody says certain phrases they don’t mean, but what 
they don’t realize is that these phrases can have a large impact on 
self-esteem.
 For example, when people say “I’m so OCD,” chances are 

they really aren’t. They just might like their 
room clean and their books in alphabetical 
order, but what they do not realize is that 
OCD is a real illness that takes over lives. 
It’s like the phrase, “that’s so retarded,” 
which is often misused and translated as 
“uncool.” 
 Using mental health issues should 
never be a way describe because it can of-
fend many who suffer from such illnesses 
or their family members. When someone 
is feeling moody, saying that they must be 
bipolar is not the smartest choice. 
 Bipolar disorder is a serious medical 
condition that causes shifts in mood, energy, 
and even the ability to function. When stu-

dents are having a little trouble focusing in class, they often joke 
that they have ADD or ADHD. Being distracted for an hour is not 

the same as having actual learning disorders. 
 Many people all around the world actually suffer from these 
illnesses. These words can have a strong impact on those who battle 
mental health issues. Even if it is unintentional, these phrases can 
hurt and offend. 
 The term “that’s so gay” is often used to describe something that 
is uninteresting or uncool. This phrase can lower an already low self-
esteem, and offend the LGBT community. Another popular phrase, 
“I’m going to kill myself,” is not something to say when people are 
having a bad day when something doesn’t go their way. 
 Suicide is never something that should be taken lightly or joked 
about. The common phrase heard mostly by teenagers “I’m dying” is 
clearly used incorrectly. Having a lot of homework and not enough 
sleep is not that same as having a terminal illness or some sort of life 
threatening issue. 
 When these phrases are misused, it can cause a lot of damage to 
they way a person views themselves. This can lead to even bigger 
problems, such as thoughts of suicide and extreme anxiety in the 
person they are offending. 
 Before blurting words out, people should take a moment to think 
“ Is what I’m about to say going to hurt someone?”, and “Would I 
want my grandmother to hear me saying these words?”

 It’s given to treat those older 
than you with respect, but how is it in 
reverse? Does this mean the older 
are given the right to treat you with-
out respect? 
 “I’m older than you, so you can’t 
treat me that way,” is one of the many 
things my older brothers aren’t afraid 
to remind me of. However, how can I 
be expected to treat them with such 
courtesy when I’m not given it in re-
turn? 
 Constantly, my privacy is dis-
rupted and my integrity is bom-
barded, and I’m expected to quietly 
oblige. It twists my emotional state 
and mind into a spiral, unable to 
even ask for my own basic human 
right privileges. 
 Everyone has their rights, and 
they should be able to hold onto 
them. 
 Coming from an old, traditional, 
Asian family, I’m consistently told by 
my mother and brothers I have no 
say in how they treat me, even if it’s 

a huge blow to what I am inclined 
to. I’m extremely grateful for many 
things in my life, especially my fam-
ily. They’ve been there to support 
and watch over me, but I can’t help 
but feel question the expectations 
set out for me.
 If you are invading my own per-
sonal privacy, I am going to call you 
out for it. If you’re going to speak 
your own opinion, I’m going to re-
spond with mine. If you’re going to 
lecture me for something I have rea-
son for, I’m going to get some of my 
own words in. 
 All I ask is that I’m given some 
of my own basic human rights when 
I’m with my family, not tightly packed 
and restricted in the cage. It’s wrong 
to give out a set of rules, and to be 
expected to blindly follow them with 
no questions asked. 
 Being older doesn’t give au-
thority to degrade the younger, and 
to treat them without the respect 
they deserve. 

Many parents use money as a weapon towards their children 
to make them feel bad for wanting to make their own choices, and 
it is incredibly wrong. Especially around the age of most graduat-

ing high schoolers, they want to make their own 
choices for what they wish to do with the next 
portion of their lives.

Who is to say that they are the wrong choic-
es, anyway? So many times, the young adult will 
be pressured to do as their parents want, rather 
than what they want because their parents have 
supported them fi nancially as an adolescent. 

Even though it was the parents’ choice to 
have a child, or to raise one, they take little to no 
responsibility for that. They make it seem as if the 
child has been a burden and is “taking advantage” 
of their money. 

One of the worst feelings in the world is 
to feel like one owes their parents thousands of 
dollars for simply being born and living their life. 

At the same time, being put in a situation like this allows for 
someone to stand up for what they really want and fi ght someone 
for what they think is right. When it comes down to it, the child 
will either win the confrontation or lose it. 

Hearing from multiple parents that they think their child “owes” 
it to them to follow a path that they approve of is completely non-
sensical and disrespectful.

If someone wishes to go out of state for college or to travel the 
world or to work after they graduate, they have every single right in 
the world to do so. Nobody should be able to tell them otherwise.

Freedom to choose and be one’s own mentor through the 
transition from teenager to adult is extremely important. It should 
never be taken away from any child no matter how much money 
their parents put into them when they were young.

“So many 
times, the 
young adult will 
be pressured 
to do as their 
parents want...”

LAUREN
GAISER

“Using men-
tal health is-
sues should 
never be a 
way to de-
scribe...”

MARINA
VECHERKINA

 There has been a recent move to lower 
the voting age to 16 around the country. This 
makes too much sense to miss. 
 Just think of all the things 16-year-olds 
are already allowed to do. They can drive, 

procreate consensu-
ally with adults,  get a 
job,  get married with 
parental consent, get 
emancipated if the rea-
sons are right, and are 
even allowed to move 
out. The only things 
they can’t do is drink 
alcoholic beverages 
and smoke cigarettes. 
If they can do all these 
things that adults can, 
even live like one and 
pay bills, they should 
be able to vote on 

things that will affect them. 
 They should be able to vote on highway 
construction. They should be able to vote for 
the politicians that run the country, as they 
routinely make decisions that directly affect 
them. They should be able to vote on the 
minimum wage, which, considering each 
individual’s circumstances, has the power to 
give them more freedom.
 The main thing people have against this 
idea that continues to pop up intermittently is 
that it will lead to teens demanding the vote 
to buy cigarettes and alcohol. If they have the 
right to vote, they will more than likely get it. 
Teens should be allowed to smoke cigarettes. 
It has been drummed into heads that smoking 
is bad, causes cancer, and ruins your body. 
However, the only effect on the brain is ad-
diction. It doesn’t negatively affect your brain 
in any other way. Since everyone knows the 
negative effects it could have, 16-year-olds 
have all the knowledge they need. So if they 
want to buy cigarettes, power to them. It’s a 
bad decision where there is a high chance of 
having very negative side effects. 
 Alcohol, on the other hand, can be very 
damaging to the still-developing teenage 
brain. It can cause irreversible brain damage, 
including ruined memory and test-taking abil-
ity. Smoking also causes irreversible damage, 
but it doesn’t retard your brain growth, which 
could also cause some questionable voting 
decisions.
 Giving 16-year-olds the right to vote 
should be an easy thing, considering the 
amount of rights they already have. But more 
likely than not, it will be one of those issues 
that is repeatedly brought up but nothing really 
ever gets done about it.

Lower the
voting age

Nguyen

“...the drastic 
change in 
strategy acted 
only as a 
punctured life 
jacket to the 
company.”

CHI LI

“...they 
should be 
able to vote 
on things 
that will af-
fect them.” 

CALEB
BOCKELMAN

Taylor Martin
Portland, Oregon
“Most teenagers have 
no idea what is even 
happening politi-
cally, so it shouldn’t 
change.” 
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“All Yours”: Alt-J diversifi es

‘Fresh Off the Boat’ afl oat

REEL
LIVES

Forget about chess

CAMEREN LEE 

COMING
 PORTLAND

SPRING

to

•Bricks Cascade
•Oregon Convention 
Center
•Mar. 14-15

•Nike Hoop Summit
•Moda Center
•Apr. 11

•CINCO DE MAYO
(Mar. 5)

•THE WAR ON DRUGS
@ Crystal Ballroom, May 

21
•IMAGINE DRAGONS

@ Moda Center, Jun. 3 

save 
these
dates

“The Seventh Seal 
hoards all the love.”

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“Yes, because 
it shows their 
hard work.” 

-Junior
Carl
Pierce

Do you think 
Oscars mean 

anything?

“No, because 
movies should 
be for enter-
tainment.”

- Freshman
Paige Heard

“No, because 
it forces 
movies to be 
rushed.” 

- Freshman
Ashley Trigo

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“It’s just like those 
miserable psalms, 
always so depress-
ing.” 

•God’s face is that 
of a famous cricket 
player

•Fairlights com-
edy’s popular tri-
umph

•”It’s only a fl esh 
wound” is only 
1,000% overquoted

January’s Answer:

“La Dolce Vita”

(1960)

in

the

“Yes, because 
competition 
makes them 
better.”

- Senior
Lamarrea 
Taylor

•Portland Roadster
•Expo Center
•Mar. 20-22

•WWE LIVE
•Moda Center
•Mar. 15

A new sound in the world 
of Alt-J, This is All Yours, is 
an exceptional album sequel 
that pinpoints all the parts of 
the group’s “pilot” album and 
takes them to new heights. 

W h i l e  t h i s  a l b u m  i s 
f a n t a s t i c ,  d u e 
t o  s o n g s  l i k e 
“ E v e r y  O t h e r 
F r e c k l e ”  t h a t 
i m p l e m e n t 
i n s t r u m e n t s 
f r o m  v a r i o u s 
p a r t s  o f  t h e 
world that give 
the musicians an 
in tang ib le  and 
diverse sound, it 
is safe to say the 
a lbum is  qui te 

different from the band’s first 
a lbum,  An Awesome Wave. 
Dedicated listeners and fans 
of Alt-J may be shocked by 

the different music, but still 
in awe of the confusing and 
intricate lyrics that make Alt-J 
the band it is. 

This is  All  Yours offers 
diversity in songs, unlike the 
previous album, ranging from 
fast-paced songs in the style of 
those from An Awesome Wave that 
invaded (and tyrannically reigned 
over) the alternative rock radio 
station 94.7, to calm and relaxing 
songs that channel a different 
part of the band. This diversity in 
songs came as a shock since, in 
An Awesome Wave, most of the 
songs were generally upbeat and 
had similar tempos. 

The strangest  feature of 
the album is the continuation 
of a popular previous song. In 
An Awesome Wave ,  the song 
“Bloodflood” pierced ears with 
a smooth drumbeat and a wide 
variety of instruments used. 

H o w e v e r,  d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y, 
i n  t h e i r  s e q u e n t i a l  a l b u m , 
“ B l o o d f l o o d ,  P t  I I ”  i s 
completely different, from the 
lyrics sung to the instruments 
used. While the song itself is 
beautiful and has a wonderful 
brass sound, it does not channel 
what the song channeled in the 
first album and should have 
been named accordingly; still, 
its differences dispel doubts as 
to Alt-J’s remaining creativity 
that a more “faithful” Part II 
may have suggested.

Overall, This is All Yours, 
much like An Awesome Wave, 
creates satisfying sounds and lyrics 
that calm and excite the listener 
simultaneously. The diversity in 
music is well-appreciated and 
gives the record the chance to 
work in the different contexts 
and atmospheres listeners will 
play it in.

 Racist? In a good way—if that makes any sense.
 Hilarious? Defi nitely, although it feeds off of the 
subtle racisms mentioned above.

 ABC’s Fresh Off the Boat, with new 
episodes every Tuesday at 8 p.m., takes 
a stab at depicting the Asian family, 
sitcom style. In the family, the children 
show three drastically different paths for 
growing up in an Asian family. Evan, my 
favorite, takes the way of becoming the 
nerd. As a result, he’s the favorite and 
proudly conforms to his parents’ expecta-
tions. Eddie, the rebel, is into hip-hop and 
often goes head to head with his parents’ 
rules. Emery is the one I have the hardest 
connecting to. He hilariously gets a girl-
friend the fi rst day of school, mingling 

seamlessly with the existing culture whereas his siblings 
either retain traditional culture or rejects both entirely.
 The pilot episode hits hard by showing a very 
realistic form of racism. As a minority in the cafeteria, 
I also went through the humiliation Eddie experienced 
while eating lunch at school. My mom’s deliciously 
prepared fried rice and dessert was ridiculed and 
7-year-old me begged for Lunchables (a disgusting, 

but more socially acceptable alternative).
 In the classroom, names are butchered to the point 
of apathy. N-guy, Nuh-gooey, Neg-ey, and so on. For-
tunately, students were too caught up trying to fi gure 
out how to pronounce my last name to come up with 
jokes. Meanwhile, classmates would be taunted with an 
endless supply of “I’m Wright and you’re Wong” jokes. 
Although, the one that hit us all equally was “chink,” 
a ubiquitous insult for all Asian-looking students. 
 The story of a Taiwanese-American family trying 
to fi t in with a brand new culture parallels my own 
life, as well as the life of many other fi rst-generation 
students. Groups like the PTSA and neighborhood 
watches seemed completely unnecessary, along with 
extracurricular activities. In addition to showing the 
life of an immigrant family, it portrays the subtle rac-
ist remarks that permeates our everyday affairs. Little 
jokes about Communism, working in sweatshops, to 
outright insults about customs.
 A family of immigrants in a new environment 
pursuing the American dream is not new. However, 
an Asian aspect is defi nitely refreshing, and the humor 
intertwined with moments of serious racist comments 
pull the audience back and forth between laughter and 
a shocked silence.

Ingmar Bergman made more 
than The Seventh Seal; in fact, he 
topped it many times.  
 That’s not to say that it’s a bad 
fi lm, nor that its reputation is unde-
served. The knight-plays-chess-with-
Death metaphor is beautiful, and the 
movie itself was very important in 
increasing foreign cinema’s profi le 
stateside. However, it has overshad-
owed the rest of Bergman’s work in 
the popular conscious, and I’ve grown 
to resent that. Take this piece as a 
hasty sketch of his career highlights 
for laymen.
 There are gems amongst his 
fi rst 15 pictures, but his fi rst ‘classic’ 
was #16, adultery comedy Smiles of 
a Summer Night. Then came TSS
and Wild Strawberries, a classic of 
the dude-reexamines-life-and/or-fi nds-
redemption niche (though Kurosawa’s 
Ikiru is its greatest product; give It’s A 
Wonderful Life a rest). Before he took 
it to the next level, he made The Virgin 
Spring; it’s the weakest of his ‘classics’, 
but it’s a rare, powerful example of the 
rape drama done right (and if you’re 

into classic horror, The Last House on 
the Left wouldn’t exist without it).
 His “Faith Trilogy” (note: all of 
them are independent stories) followed, 
and by the time we reach the second, 
Winter Light, we have reached the main 
course; indeed, all of my top Bergmans 
start popping up at this point. After 
fi nishing the Trilogy with The Silence, 
he made his three “postmodern” fi lms: 
Persona, Hour of the Wolf, and A 
Passion (the latter two are relatively 
underrated). During this time, he even 
found time for a war drama, Shame. 
 After starting the 70s on a bad 
note (The Touch; his other English-
language movie, The Serpent’s Egg, 
is no masterpiece either, though at 
least it’s interesting), Ingmar made up 
for it many times over with Cries and 
Whispers, Scenes From A Marriage, 
Autumn Sonata, and Fanny and Alex-
ander, which, respectively, may well 
be the most nobly agonizing (as op-
posed to manipulative, John Green) 
fi lm about cancer, the defi nitive fi lms 
on divorce and mommy issues, and 
the cinematic successor to Dickens.
 Do yourself and Bergman (who 
passed in 2007) a wonderful favor 
and give these a chance. TSS hoards 
all the love.

“Simple, 
but doesn’t 
lose 
meaning.”

ANDREW
NGUY

“An 
exceptional 
album.”

ANCA
MATICA



Cheer places fi rst at state competition

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
sports editor
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COMPILED AND WRITTEN 
BY ADVISOR

Highlander

ut
ime

Senior Lamariea Taylor gets ready to shoot a free-throw at the Feb. 20 home 
game against the Centennial Eagles.                                        Photo by Alexis Blasier

Is cheer a real sport?
ELLI SIMOTAS

Boys’ swimming places fi fth

Boys bounce back for 66-56 win

Back To 
The R   se
Garden
The R   se

Youth softball
clinic coming
next month

“Cheerleading 
has the same 

components as every 
other sport- physical 

ability, competition, 
and strategy.”

ELLI SIMOTAS
sports editor

Varsity cheer celebrates after their first place win was announced at the Memorial Coli-
seum on Sat, Feb 14. The Scots were also the very first recipients of the “Kim Hunter 
Positivity Award”.                                                 Photo courtesy The Oregonian

ALEXIS BLASIER
features editor

Following all the impressive 
success of both the varsity and 
JV David Douglas High School 
cheer teams, I began to think of the 
long-time debate that has following 
cheerleading. Is cheerleading 
considered a sport?

In 2014, the American Medical 
Association voted to adopt a 
policy designating cheerleading 
as a sport. Following this decision, 
a former college cheerleader 
publically disagreed, stating that 
“sports teams exist to compete, not 
to perform and entertain or support 
another group that competes”. 
In the same year, a US District 
Court judge in Connecticut ruled 
that competitive cheerleading is 
not a sport, even despite some 
upgrades. 

Personally, I believe that the 
bottom line is that cheerleaders 
are athletes. The sport they 

participate in is physically and 
mentally demanding. Cheerleading 
has the same components as 
every other sport- physical ability, 
competition, and strategy. The 
Woman’s Sports Association 
listed a few elements that are 
commonly agreed to describe a 
sport: it must be governed by rules, 
it must be a physical activity, the 
team must compete, and the team 
must realize that the purpose of 
competition is to compare skills of 
participants. Clearly, cheerleading 
checks off when it comes to all of 
these elements. 

Although more than half of all 
Americans do not consider cheer 
a sport,I do hope that cheerleading 
will be recognized as a sport in the 
future. David Douglas has seen just 
how succesful cheer athletes can 
be with hard work and dedication, 
things requires in every sport.

 The boys’ swim team fin-
ished its season Feb. 14-15 at 
MHCC for the district meet, 
where they placed fifth out of 
eight teams. 
 The boys started with the 
200 yard medley relay, junior 
Izaya Owotor and freshman 
Phuc Tran placed third for the 
event. Owotor also made All 
Time top 10 list for the 50m 
freestyle later in the meet. His 
time qualified him for the state 
competition. Owotor also swam 
the 100 yard freestyle. Tran also 
received second for the 500 yard 
freestyle, even though he placed 
sixth in the preliminaries, and 
third for the 100 yard back-
stroke. 
 Sophomore Raymond Pham 
placed fifth for the 100 yard 
backstroke. His time qualified 
him for the state competition as 
well. He also placed fourth dur-
ing the 200 yard IM

 Juniors Cam-
eron Knopf, 
Steven Black, 
Erik Ott and 
s o p h o m o r e 
Casey Hutchin-
son placed sixth 
for the 200 
yard freestyle. 
Knopf and Ott 
also swam the 
200 yard free-
style,  Knopf 
placed 10th and 
Ott placed 11th. 
S o p h o m o r e 
Connor placed 
14th during the 

100 yard butterfly. 
 During the state swim com-
petition during Feb 20 through 
21, two swimmers competed. 
Pham placed 12th in the 100m 
breaststroke. Owotor placed 
14th for the 50m freestyle.
 The team swam against 
many teams over the season, in-
cluding Central Catholic, Cen-
tennial, Reynolds and Barlow.  
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The varsity cheerleaders are now state champions, 
placing fi rst at the OSAA State Championships on Feb 
14 at the Memorial Coliseum. 

The team were placed in the 5A/6A large division 
with a total score of 66.22.

Not only did the team place fi rst in state, but they 
were also the very fi rst recipients of the “Kim Hunter 
Positivity Award”. This reward honors Kimberly 
Hunter, a cheer icon who was a past board member of 
the Oregon Cheerleading Coaches Association and who 
was recently inducted into their Hall of Fame. Hunter 
passed away from cancer on Jan. 11. One team at the 
state championship was selected for this award in order 
to honor Hunter’s positive attitude and school spirit. 

“I’m really proud of how hard my team worked,” 
said varsity cheerleader Toni Cherry. “All the hard work 
and effort we put into this really showed. I believe we 
deserve this victory.”

The varsity cheer team will take their skills down to 
Anaheim, California for the 2015 USA Spirit Nationals 
competition from March 20-22. 

JV cheer also placed fi rst at the OCCA Cheer 
Championship on Feb 15. Some categories the team 
was scored on was routine creativity, formations/
spacing, synchronization, motions, voice, and overall 
impression.

“Thanks to all that have supported my kids 
throughout the season and even took the time to stop by 
practice and/or came to a competition,” said cheer coach 
Amber Cowgill.  “They appreciate it.”

 The boys’ basketball team’s 
unrelenting offense muzzled the 
Centennial Eagles at home on Feb. 20, 
with a fi nal score of 66-56. 
 Centennial started the game off 
with a quick 2 points, but then fouled 
junior 5-foot-8 guard John Morris 
who made both free throws to start it 
off for the Scots, followed by a lay up 
from both sides. Junior 6-foot-1 guard 
Charles Jones then passed to senior 
6-foot-3 post Brock Jackson for a layup 
and after being fouled Jackson made 
one of his two free throws. Senior 
6-foot-1 wing Lamariea Taylor  made 

a layup. Sham Nair passed to Morris 
for a layup ending the fi rst quarter with 
a 12-10 lead for the Scots.
 Coming into the second 
Centennial began by getting a lead 
of 17-14, but with Jackson taking 
control, made two lay ups with assists 
from Morris and Jones and then senior 
6-foot-1 wing Hunter Davis making 
both free throws. lay up. 
 A fast paced fourth quarter started 
off with Morris stealing the ball for a 
layup, followed by Davis with one 
and Taylor with two. Davis then made 
two three pointers. Followed by senior 
6-foot-3 Stanford Toloke for a layup 
and an assist to Jones for a layup of his 
own. 

 A David Douglas High 
School Softball Youth Clin-
ic will take place Saturday, 
March 7 at the high school 
north gym. 
 Instruction for 1st 
through 4th graders will be 
from 9-11:30 a.m., and in-
struction for 5th through 8th 
graders will be from 12-3:30 
p.m. The $25 fee includes a tee 
shirt. Students should bring a 
softball glove, a bat, a helmet 
(if possible), and should dress 
in athletic gear. Softball coach 
Staci Heath can be contacted 
for more information at 503-
261-8295, or at staci_heath@
ddouglas.k12.or.us
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Thirteen wrestlers qualify for state

Girls’ swimming places tenth at state

LAUREN GAISER
staff reporter

Two wrestlers spar in preparation for the district tournament that was 
through the weekend of Feb. 20.                     Photo by Elizabeth Garcia

Girls’ basketball loses 37-80

JV 

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
sports editor
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Rams ranked 
second in state

EMILY DANG
GIRLS’ SWIMMING

CARL PIERCE
BOYS’ BASKETBALL

 The Scots took a loss from 
Centennial on Friday night, ending 
with a score of 37-80.
 The girls worked to come out 
on top but could not seem to get up 
ahead of Centennial. 
 “A lot of the time the score-
board does not refl ect our hard 
work and the amount of heart we 
put into each game,” said Junior 
6-foot-2 center Gennah Shoen,  

“We are a young 
team with a whole 
new program to 
adapt to, but we 
push through.” 
 The girls have 
shown a good 
amount of fi ght 
throughout their 

season, and as it comes to an end 
they are doing their best to keep 
working hard. The girls current 
overall record is now 2-22. The 
league record is 0-14. 

ANCA MATICA
news editor

Tams continues to compete

  Central Catholic currently 
resides at 2nd of the boys bas-
ketball among all others in 
teams in the OSAA league
 Central Catholic will fi n-
ish their last game of the sea-
son against Oregon City. Their 
league record stands 11-2. 
Their only leauge-losses were 
against Clackamas and Reyn-
olds. They played Gresham on 
Feb. 20 and won 62-35

 The David Douglas Tams 
Dance Team has competed and 
showcased in exhibitions.
 Tams hosted a competition in 
the beginning of their fall season on 
Nov. 8. Teams are not allowed to 
compete at their own competitions, 
but Tams dancers were still able to 
do two exhibitions to get feedback 
from the judges for their next com-
petitions. Tams performed two rou-

tines: the fi rst was a pom routine, and 
the second was a contemporary dance 
routine. 
 At the Nov. 15 Clackamas com-
petition on, and the Nov. 22 Reyn-
olds competition, Tams received 2nd 
place. 
 While the state competition is 
March 20 and 21, the state send-off 
will be on March 14 at Reynolds High 
School and is free. The state send-off 
is a showcase so community mem-
bers can see the dances the teams in 
the MHC have come up with. 

 Spring sport tryouts 
are upcoming for the spring 
sports. 
 Baseball, Softball, Track 
and Field, Golf and Tennis are 
the available sports to chose 
from. Tryouts will start in the 
beginning of March. 

Spring sport  
tryouts will be 
available soon

The girls’ swim team brought home their 7th straight 
district title. David Douglas scored 369 points and Clacka-
mas, the second place school, only scored 300. 

Junior Elizabeth Fryer won the 200 meter Freestyle, 
as well as the 500 meter Freestyle. Sophomore Fernanda 
Rodriguez made a splash in the 200 meter Breaststroke and 
won. Both the 200 meter and 400 meter Freestyle Relay 
teams won their races with the 200 meter team consisting of 
Rodriguez,  junior Maggi Chan,  sophomore Mia Bagaric, 
and junior Alina Bibik. The 400 meter team consisted of 
Fryer, Chan, Bibik, and senior Pamela Kennedy.

A new recor d for the 100 meter Breaststroke was set 
by Rodriguez with a time of 1:05.55. Rodriguez also made 
the top 10 in the 50 meter and 100 meter Freestyle.

The state meet also went well for Rodriguez, Pham, 
Fryer, and Kennedy. The team placed 10th overall Fryer 
placed 8th in the 200 meter Freestyle. Rodriguez placed 
10th in the 100 meter Freestyle. Fryer placed 6th in the 500 
meter Freestyle fi nals. Rodriguez placed 4th in the 100 me-
ter Breaststroke, re-breaking her own record with a time of 
1:05.77. The 400 meter relay team of Fryer, Chan, Kennedy, 
and Bibik placed 9th. 

HIBO ABTIDON
staff reporter

Senior Pamela Kennedy swam at a meet against Centennial on Dec. 11. The girls’ swim team fi nished 
their season at MHCC as a part of the district tournament.                                             Photo by  Andrew Nguy

HOLLY HIBDON
staff reporter

Thirteen of 21 wrestlers quali-
fi ed for the State Championships at 
Districts on Feb. 20-21 at Centennial 
High School.

David Douglas was also the 
Dual Meet and District Tournament 
Champions. The team gained 405 
points as team. Barlow, placed sec-
ond and had 245 points. 

The Coach of the Year award 
was given to Ron Holyoak, his third 
consecutive year. The Outstanding 
Wrestler of the Year Award went to 
285 pound junior Osa Odighizuwa. 

First place wrestlers include 
106 pound freshman Anthony Cha, 
113 pound freshman Kyle Beal, 
120 pound senior Andrew Curry, 
132 pound sophomore Nadari Sha-
banov, 138 pound sophomore Mam-
ed Razatdinov, 152 pound junior 
Tristan Molinari, 182 pound junior 
Alexander Warque and Odighizuwa.

Second place wrestlers include 

106 pound senior 
Brandon Thai, 
and 170 pound 
senior Brandin 
Colley.

Third place 
wrestlers include 
113 pound fresh-
m a n  Te l m a n 
Razatdinov, 126 
pound junior An-
drey Gamza, and 
195 pound junior 
Ja’Bryce McDa-
vid.

“We’re the 
hardest  work-
ing team,” said 
160 pound junior 

Jamerz Magomadov. “At every 
practice we try our hardest to be 
the hardest working team possible.  
Bryce McKinley did outstanding 
work.” 

The State Championship will 
take place today, Feb. 27-28 at the 
Memorial Coliseum.

ODIGHIZUWA

MOLINARI

SHOEN



‘Be a Nerd’ video wins 
SciClips competition 

The Science Team created a winning video titled ‘Be a Nerd’ for the 
SciClips competition at the BPA Regional Science Bowl.                   
             Photo by Andrew Nguy

from students on reasons why students 
miss school were shared at the meeting, 
in hopes of helping the CSY team come 
up with ideas on how to increase school-
wide attendance rates. An idea that was 
used from the CSY team was Mr. Owings 
Muffin Challenge. A student would have 
to attend a whole month of school to 
receive a muffin as a reward for coming 
to school from Dean of Students Nate 
Owings. Another idea is to give students 
a letter at the end of each grading period 
to show them how many days they have 
missed to allow them to make their 
own individual goals for improving 
attendance.

“Attendance can be very hard for 
some students,” said Sun coordinator 
and CSY team member Amy Trieu. “I 
think it would help to know more deeper 
reasons on why students miss school. It 
would help come up with more ideas to 
increase attendance, but it really helped 
hearing feedback from the community 
and it really showed how they support 
us on increasing attendance.” 

AD

CHI  LI
staff reporter

Kid’s Closet needs winter clothes
KAREN HERNANDEZ

staff reporter

ASL Movie Night raises $360
ALEXIS BLASIER

staff reporter

 DDHS’ ASL honor society hosted a deaf 
movie night on Jan. 22 from 5-7 p.m. The 
movie was “Love Is Never Silent” and featured 
three deaf actors, cost was $4 at the door.
 This movie is a two time emmy award win-
ner and takes place during the great depres-
sion. This story helps show hearing people the 
struggles deaf people face in their everyday 
lives. 
“Most people think deaf lives are the same as 

theirs and they just don’t have a clue,” said 
American Sign Language teacher Sue Bri-
an. “When the world, no matter what coun-
try you’re in,  focuses on vocal language and 
sounds there is no way to fit in. This is what 
leads to the deaf culture being largely misun-
derstood.”  
They had an amazing turnout of about 85 peo-
ple, roughly 83 of the attendees were DDHS 
students.  They raised through the sale of 
snacks and tickets $360 for the ASL honor so-
ciety. A few teachers offered extra credit for 
students that attended. 
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Graduation 
announcements 
coming in March

ELIZABETH GARCIA
news editor

Graduation announcements for 
seniors will be delivered by Jostens 
representatives on  Thursday, 
March 5 as well as Friday, March 
6. Deliveries will take place up on 
the  North cafeteria stage during 
both lunches. Seniors who are yet to 
pay for their order will need to pay 
the day of.  Seniors who miss the 
delivery days or need payment info 
can call 503-255-7120.

Highlander’s
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PERSON OF THE MONTH
BRANDON STANTON  

PHOTOGRAPHER/BLOGGER
       

For five years, Kid’s 
Closet has provided K-12 
students in the district with 
clothes and school supplies.

“Since September of 
2014, we’ve helped about 75 
families!  This is based on 
the fact that we’ve received 
about 75 clothing orders 
from school counselors 
throughout the district.” Said 
Matt McCoy who works at 
the Kid’s Closet along with 
Josh Dockter, Gary Bigboy, 
Deray Pickett, and Jose 
Ayala. “This does not include 
school supply orders. We’re 

probably close to 100 if those 
rates are included.”

 Previous donations to 
the Kid’s Closet have included 
many hygiene products and  
new socks, mittens, and 
undershirts. But they are 
still  in need of things such 
as backpacks, hair brushes, 
floss, toothpaste, wash cloths, 
conditioner, boys underwear, 
socks, and any children sizes 
in clothing. Clothes may be 
both new and used, so long as 
they are in good condition.

 Anyone who would 
like to donate to the Kid’s 
Closet can take clothes or 
school supplies to the South 
Powellhurst Building (2900 

SE 122nd Ave Portland, OR 
97236). Donations can also 
be delivered from places 
such as the district office. 
Students who are interested in 
volunteering can contact the 
Kid’s Closet at kids-closet@
ddouglas.k12.or.us.

 “A person who wants 
to drop off donations  can 
come to this address. The 
front desk clerk will make 
sure that the donations  get to 
the right place,” said McCoy 
“In the past, we have had 
students from the high school 
come over to Kid’s Closet 
and donate their time in 
organizing and stocking the 
clothing shelves”

The BPA Regional Science 
Bowl was held on Feb. 7 at 
the University of Portland, 
with David Douglas being one 
of the winners in the SciClips 
competition.
 Chaperoned by advisor 
Denise Pierson and AP 
Calculus AB teacher Amy 
Holman, David Douglas sent 
two teams this year, with 
Team One having a record of 
one loss, one tie, and two wins 
against Beaverton School of 
Science and Technology and 
Caitlin Gabel High School. 
Team Two returned with three 
losses and one victory against 
Franklin High School.
 The competition has been 
held by the Bonneville Power 
Administration for 24 years. 
For the second consecutive 
year, Westview High School’s 

AD

Team One won the overall 
event and advanced to the 
National Science Bowl. The 
team managed to advance 
through 16 rounds undefeated, 
earning them their seat in the 
NSB.
 The SciClips portion 
of the competition had 
teams produce and submit 
short videos, meant to be 
a showcase of scientifi c 
knowledge and creativity. 
The contest was sponsored 
by Google. Winning teams 
received a $200 gift certifi cate 
for their school’s science 
program and an Albert 
Einstein bobblehead. The 
winning video, titled ‘Be a 
Nerd,’ was created in one day 
by David Douglas students 
and has garnered over 1,000 
views on Facebook.
 “It was a very positive 
experience,” said Science 
Club advisor Denise Pierson.
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Books on Wheels exceeds goal
LAUREN GAISER

staff reporter

 The Books on Wheels goal of 2,000 books 
was reached last November, with the help of 
David Douglas and Centennial high schools, 
and other several East county schools. 
 The purpose of the “Books on Wheels” 
drive was to distribute books to several low 
income classrooms, schools and educational 
programs. The efforts of many volunteers 
resulted in over 40,000 free books for the 
Multnomah county. 
 “[It put] books in the hands of kids,” said 
English teacher Dottie Miller.
 The truckload of books arrived Friday, 

Nov. 21 at Centennial Middle School, and 
a book sorting party was arranged, starting 
at 4 p.m. in the Centennial Middle School 
cafeteria.  Dinner was even provided for the 
volunteers. 
 Books were sorted by genre and organized 
for the Nov. 22 pick up, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the cafeteria of Centennial Middle School. 
         Volunteers were asked to RSVP to 
the Oregon School Employees Association 
through the state office, which was reachable 
through calling a hotline, or through OSEA 
Centennial Chapter 113 President Vicki 
Nelson. 
        “The drive became a reality,” said DDSD 
faculty Elaine Little. 
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