
        

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

District still 
struggles 
with budget

ELLEN VANSLYKE
features editor

Former DDHS woods 
teacher Jeff Reardon is 
running for Oregon 
House District #48.

At the Spirit Assembly on Sep. 7, the Homecoming theme was announced, spirit days were revealed, and 
athletes were acknowledged and then challenged in a lime-rolling competition. Football and volleyball players 
took the victory.                                      Photo by  Daniel Huynh

DANIELLE BROWN
staff reporter

In the spirit

See FLUORIDATED WATER Page 12
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•Ambassador to Lybia

•Born April 18, 1960

•Helped liberate Libya

  from Moammar Gaddafi 

•He and three Americans

  were tragically 
  murdered on Sep 11 in
  Benghazi.
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Varsity football triumphed 
over Centennial, 39-21,

on Friday, Sep. 21, making 
the 2-1.

The mayoral candidates
once again chose
David Douglas to go toe 
to toe in their second debate.

Fluoride to be added to Portland water
JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO

staff reporter

 David Douglas may be short on space but 
it isn’t short on spirit, which was proven at the 
Spirit Assembly in the north gym on Sep. 8.
 The assembly started with “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” played by the band. Sopho-
more student council member Ethan Archer and 
student body president Megan Bier then riled 
up the student body. 
 Football coach Dan Wood followed with 
a motivational speech on integrity. He asked 
the sophomores, juniors, and seniors to stand 
and told them they were to help freshmen fi nd 
their way at Douglas, and to show them how to 
be true Scotsmen. He then had all fall athletes 
stand to be acknowledged and appreciated. 
 The varsity cheerleaders then took the fl oor 
to perform a cheer with Scots’ pride.

 “From being down there, emceeing the as-
sembly, I can tell by the students that this year 
is going to be great,” said Archer.
 Archer informed the student body about 
this week, Homecoming Week, introducing the 
“Laser Apocalypse” theme. Student Council 
members then modeled the clothing for each day 
of this week, including “Mismatch” Monday,  
“Dress Like a Teacher” Tuesday, “Zombie” 
Wednesday, “Superhero” Thursday, and “Tee-
Shirt/Red Out” Friday. The shirts are black with  
neon radioactive caution signs on the front and 
yellow caution tape on the back. Also, colored 
3D glasses will be available tonight for the dance 
following the Homecoming game.
 Bier then introduced a game called Lime 
Push. Athletes from each sport pushed a lime 
with their noses past a fi nish line at the other end 
of the gym.  The combined team of a football 
and volleyball player took fi rst. 

The city of Portland is joining every other 
major metropolitan area in the United States by 
adding fl uoride to the city’s drinking supply.
 The Portland City Council approved a plan 
on Sep. 12 to add fl uoride to Portland’s water. If 
all goes accordingly, 900,000 people in Portland 
and surrounding cities will have fl uoride in their 
water by 2014. The decision came after over 250 
people showed up to a six hour Sep. 12 public 
hearing.
 “Reasonable people can disagree, but the sci-
ence is on the side of fl uoridation,” stated Mayor 

Sam Adams after the unanimous vote.
 Dental experts and proponents state that fl uo-
ride is safe and an effective way to defend against 
tooth decay. Opponents state that fl uoride is unsafe 
and violates their personal right to decide whether 
or not to take this mineral.
            This isn’t the fi rst time fl uoride has come up. 
Voters decided not to fl uoridate three times since 
1956. Portlanders voted in favor one time, in 1978, 
but that was later overturned in 1980.
 Fluoridation remains a serious and controver-
sial topic. This month, the issue has arisen in Phoe-
nix, where public concern prompted a revision of 
the policy, which has been in place since 1989 and 
in Wichita, KS, voters will decide whether or not 

to add fl uoride to their water.
 The roots of fl uoride research run deep. Research-
ers found out that high levels of naturally occurring 
fl uoride were making children’s teeth grow in brown, 
but were more resistant to tooth decay. Grand Rapids, 
MI, in 1945, experimented with adding low levels of 
fl uoride to drinking water and found that as a result the 
rate of cavities had dropped by 60 percent. 
 City Commissioner Randy Leonard was the fi rst 
commissioner to support the measure,  stating that over 
204 million Americans already drink fl uoridated water. 
Leading up to the vote, Mayor Sam Adams and City 
Commissioner Dan Saltzman also voiced support for 
the plan.

 Although it is looking better than last year, 
the district is continuing to struggle with the 
budget, and the expected increase in the Pub-
lic Employee Retirement System (PERS) next 
year leaves the district with a bleak outlook.
 “The bottom line is we are spending more 
than we are bringing in,” said superintendent 
Don Grotting. 
 PERS is a retirement fund that both em-
ployees and employers are required by the 
state to deposit money into. There are more re-
tirees than there is money going into the fund. 
Therefore, the district is expecting to see a 
seven percent increase in the next year, adding 
up to approximately $4 million coming out of 
the district’s general fund. 
 “I expect some increases in funding [next 
year], but I’m apprehensive to whether or not 
it will be enough to offset the PERS increase,” 
said Grotting.
 In an effort to reduce spending the district 
deferred maintenance updates to buildings and 
painting, fl oor, and roof replacements, which 
can be taken care of in part with the recent 
bond. The district decided not to replace buses 
and textbooks this year. Since textbooks should 
be replaced every seven years, and it costs ap-
proximately $1 million per subject while the 
average cost of a new teacher is approximately 
$75,000, putting off the replacement of text-
books this year theoretically saved roughly 13 
teachers’ jobs. 
 The only way to decrease class sizes is to 
increase staffi ng, but the district is running into 
a new problem—the lack of space. In all of the 
district’s 10 elementary schools, there is only 
one empty classroom. The district has almost 
reached its capacity. 
 “Under the conditions, the teachers and 
kids are doing a fantastic job,” said Grotting. 
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Woodfill to pass torch to Carradine

Bus Project organization rides the vote
SERINA FAST HORSE 
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staff reporter
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News editor
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Lockins, lockouts drills required by law                                            
 Lockins and lockouts are important procedures that, while seldomly-used, 
are necessary for every student and teacher to know.
 The history of lockdown drills dates back to military installations, but its 
prominence in schools became apparent after the 1999 Columbine massacre. In 
that incident, two students opened fire inside a high school, killing 12 students 
and one teacher, after which they committed suicide. The tragedy sparked a 
movement throughout the rest of the country, which among other issues such 
as gun control and concern over violent media, changed the way schools 
approached security measures.
 “Unfortunately, I think they’re necessary,” said principal John Bier. “In this 
day and age, we have to be prepared for anything.”
 Since then, schools have tightened security. One of the results is the practice 
of lockdown drills. Individuals with firearms are the predominant reason for this 
practice, though other threats can also mandate it. 
 There are two main types of drills: a lockout where all students are locked 
inside the building but are able to act, and a lockin, where a threat has entered the 
building. A lockout, the most common form of the practice, is when all students 

 The Bus Project, founded 
in 2002, is a volunteer driven 
foundation that aims to involve 
more Oregonians in democracy. 
 Founded in part by current 
mayoral candidate Jefferson 
Smith, the non-profit organization 
utilizes its staff and volunteers 
to recruit more voters, especially 
those normally not heard, like 
young people and minorities. 
 The focus of the project has 
been on younger Oregonians. 
A main goal, making politics 
interesting for youth. With an 
easy-to-read website using modern 
language and upbeat volunteers to 
chat with in person, The Bus Project 
provides teens with a simplified 
approach into civic engagement. 
 “I enjoy all the different people 
I get to meet through the project,” 
said senior and former Bus Project 
intern and current volunteer Zahara 
Muhammad who spoke about the 
project at Back to School Night.
 Project advocates can be found 
tabling certain events and even in 
schools where they help students 
register to vote, inform them of 
new current topics, and attempt to 
engage them on a path to leadership. 
 The Oregon Bus Project is the 

 Athletic director Stan Woodfill is 
set to retire at the end of the 2012-13 
school year after 34 years.
 Woodfill is also the varsity 
boys’ golf coach, and a supervisor of 
community sports.
 Woodfill attended Gresham 
High School where he played football, 
basketball, and baseball all four years. 
After graduating in 1972, he attended 
Mt. Hood Community College and 
the University of Oregon, majoring in 
health and physical education. Upon 
graduation, Woodfill was recruited as a 
place kicker for the Dallas Cowboys until 
breaking his foot, and was a member of 
the 1978 Super Bowl Championship 
team. 
  “The Dallas Cowboys was a once 
in a lifetime chance, that every young 
athlete wants to experience in their life 
and I was lucky to have the opportunity,” 
said Woodfill
 His first teaching job was at 

Damascus Middle School as a P.E. and 
health teacher before deciding to teach at 
Douglas in 1979. Woodfill taught health 
for 11 years, physical education for 15, 
and was the attendance coordinator 
for five years. He has been the athletic 
director since.
 This Scots’ veteran has been 
involved with high school sports since 
1979 when he first started working for 
DDHS. The first two years spent being 
a teacher at the high school, he was 
also a varsity girls golf coach and then 
became the varsity boys golf coach for 
32 years. Woodfill helped the varsity 
boys basketball team win their first and 
only State Championship in 1987.
 Current attendance coordinator 
Greg Carradine will be taking over as 
athletic director next year.
 “I want to thank Mr. Woodfill for 
doing a lot of great things for David 
Douglas. I’m looking forward to 
working with all the wonderful staff and 
continuing to grow and progress our 
sports program,” said Carradine.

come inside the building and the doors are locked. Classes progress as normal, 
with the exception that no one is able to go outside or move from building to 
building. The threat is outside in this case, and is common in cases where a 
criminal is suspected to be in the vicinity of the school.
 When a criminal is inside the building, lockin procedures go into effect. 
This is the most serious of the three. Teachers draw the blinds, lock the doors, 
turn off the lights, and instruct students to sit on the floor against a far wall. This 
procedure entails that a criminal’s location is unknown, and is assumed to be 
looking for people like students to harm. 
 In any eventuality, students who are not in a classroom are instructed to take 
refuge in a closet, a nearby classroom, or an office. Students who are outside 
should find the nearest teacher to let them in and stay with that teacher.
 During the last lockdown drill, unfortunately many teachers did not 
participate. Approximately 26 teachers were either caught off-guard and were 
not versed in the proper procedures. If 30 students were with each teacher, 
approximately 300 students did not participate in the drill. Students and teachers 
alike are encouraged to learn and insist on using proper lockdown procedures. In 
incidents where shooters have been inside schools, casualties have occurred when 
doors are not locked and staff and students are unaware what is happening. 

only organization of its kind in the 
state, but there are Bus Federation 
branches in other states that offer 
the same help, including New 
Era Colorado, The Washington 
Bus, and Forward Montana. 
 Apart from tabling, during 
the election, project volunteers 
also participate in Bus Trips to 
increase public interest. Up to 100 
volunteers canvas communities 
to knock on doors and share 
their opinions on a candidate or 
cause while also finding out what 
issues the people care most about. 
 When it is not an election season, 
the project focuses on changing 
laws and pushing pending issues. 
 For 2012, The Bus Project 
has a list of priorities they wish to 
tackle. Making voter registration 
more modern is at the top of the 
list, followed by tuition equity, 
protecting the right to vote, and 
supporting Farm-to-School food. 
 “The Bus Project’s innovative 
programs have single-handedly 
changed Oregon’s political 
landscape. Their dedication to 
youth engagement, relentless 
idealism, and brilliant wit have 
given me faith in our next 
generation of leaders,” stated 
former city commissioner Mike 
Lindberg to the Busproject.org. 

Members of PolitiCorps, part of the Bus Project, a “10-week fellowship consisting 
of hands-on campaign skills training, innovative public policy intensives, and 
real-world applications of leadership skills and campaign savvy,”  attend a voters’ 
registration rally.                                                                    Courtesy of PolitiCorps.org

Current attendance coordinator Greg Carradine (left) will be replacing athletics director Stan Woodfill next year. Woodfill 

will be retiring at the end of the year after 34 years teaching and coaching at David Douglas.                     Photo by Tierra Johansen

     The district is pleased that it 
has been removed from the prior-
ity and focus schools list, which 
consists of approximately 95 high 
poverty Oregon schools that  need 
the most support to increase stu-
dent achievement.
     Schools on the list receive a 
$5,000 planning grant, guidance, 
and coaching.
     “These schools are receiving 
unprecedented support, coaching, 
and guidance as they work to turn 
things around for their students,” 
stated Acting Deputy Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction Rob 
Saxton in a Oregon Department 
of Education press release, “We 
know that with the right tools 
and resources in place, amazing 
transformations are possible. Our 
job is to ensure schools have the 
tools and supports they need to 
turn challenges into success. My 
goal is to see 80 percent of these 
schools come off the list at first 
opportunity.”
     Mill Park Elementary School 
and Ron Russell Middle School 
were removed from the list this 
year after showing significant 
improvement in student achieve-
ment.              
     “We are the only major school 
district in Multnomah County off 
the list,” said superintendent Don 
Grotting, who was hired to raise 
student achievement.
     The yearly list also showcases 
Alice Ott Middle School as the 
only model middle school in the 
state, putting it in the top five per-
cent for a high poverty school.
 “David Douglas should be 
proud of the work that it’s done, 
however, we don’t have any time 
to rest,” said Grotting. “We need 
to help the students who are not 
graduating and those who are not 
at grade level reading. In a very 
short time David Douglas has 
come a long way.”
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Secular club proposed

Projects grow as bond measure passes

SEPTEMBER 28, 2012

Casino
proposal
criticized

RACHEL MCKAY
staff reporter

Asbestos covers the pipes in the pool building boiler room. Bond money would 
address many problems like this across the school, including the possibility of 
constructing a new swim pool building.                                       Photo by Tierra Johansen

KATELIN CLARK
staff reporter

New hubs should aid wireless service

 A chapter of the Student 
Secular Alliance, or SSA, is a 
current proposal for DDHS’s next 
club.   
 Seniors Brendan Nikola and 
Jeffrey Borcean are working to 
bring the nationally recognized  
organization to the school in the 
form of a club whose activities and 
workings Nikola foresees as “being 
similar to those of the National 
Honor Society.” 
 The SSA is described on its 
website as “aiding] high school and 
college student groups in the atheist, 
agnostic, humanist, skeptic, and free 
thought movements].” DDHS has 
chapters for such Christian-affiliated 
programs as Young Life and the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
but no equivalents for other major 
religions, let alone secularism. The 
numbers of nonreligious people in 
the world are growing by the year. 
A 2010 Gallup poll estimated that 
16 percent of Americans have no 
religious affiliation.
 “We envision a future in which 
nontheistic students are respected 
voices in public discourse and vital 

partners in the secular movement’s 
charge against irrationality and 
dogma,” states official SSA website 
secularstudents.org. 
 Theist matters are sensitive 
around the globe, and related 
discrimination finds just as many 
nontheistic victims as it does 
victims of differing faiths. Borcean 
cites as inspiration a recent Rhode 
Island incident in which, according 
to the New York Times, a student 
successfully sued to remove a 
prayer banner from her high school 
auditorium, then had to be escorted 
daily at school by local police, 
resulting from online threats and 
general backlash from her densely 
Roman Catholic hometown. 
Borcean and Nikola wish to create 
a dissimilarly safe, respectful 
environment for those interested in 
the club at David Douglas.
 “One of the goals we have for 
the SSA is to provide a safe space 
for students skeptical of religion, 
not unlike what the Gay-Straight 
Alliance has done for LGBTQ 
students and their allies,” said 
Borcean.
  As of press date, an advisor 
for the SSA chapter has not been 
determined.

With 49.5 million now 

in possession of the David 

Douglas School District, there 

are questions as to how this 

bond money will be used.

Since the passing of the 

bond on May 15, the Citizens 

Bond Advisory Committee 

has been prioritizing a long 

list of projects, deciding what 

to do first. The money not 

used immediately will be put 

in a savings account, and the 

money not immediately being 

used will gain interest. 

Decisions are still being 

made about some buildings, 

like the swimming pool 

building. It is yet to be decided 

whether the old pool will be 

rebuilt or simply repaired and 

renovated. Two projects on the 

top of the list include updating 

the security systems and 

the possibility of card locks 

replacing key locks. After the 

initial improvements to the 

high school, Ventura Park and 

Earl Boyles projects will be 

next on the list. 

The bond measure is 

already being put to work with 

the replacement of the weight 

room floor in the form of a 

thick rubber matting that will 

work to prevent and reduce 

injuries when sports teams 

practice there. The floor mat 

will be David Douglas School 

colors. 

“Thank the community, 

students, and staff for 

helping pass the bond,” said 

superintendent Don Grotting. 

Another result of the 

renovations would be the 

possibility of students meeting 

the architects and construction 

managers and discussing their 

careers in class. Tours of the 

projects may be going on 

during construction.

“We really wanted to 

do this for the kids,” said 

Grotting. 

 The Vegas strip it won’t 
be, but the new Grange Casino 
proposal, to be located on 223rd 
between Halsey and Glisan, has 
divided the Portland metro area 
over Native American tribal rites 
and the vices associated with 
gambling.
 The casino complex would 
be located where the Multnomah 
Greyhound track now sits vacant. 
The 130,000 square foot casino 
would be the biggest in the west, 
even bigger than any casino in 
Las Vegas. 
 The Grange would have 
2,200 slot machines and 100 
table games. It would create 
over 200 new jobs. Developers 
claim that $100 million will go 
to schools and local communities 
throughout Oregon. Another 12 
million would go to parks and 
natural habitat restoration of fish 
and wildlife. 
 Having a casino in the 
middle of Fairview will 
undoubtedly cause more traffic, 
claim opponents. Opponents, 
who have nicknamed The Grange 
“The Grunge,” also claim the 
area would attract prostitution.
 Proponents, who have spent 
millions on TV commercials, 
describe The Grange as an 
entertainment palace for those 
who like to gamble and have 
fun. Besides a casino, there will 
be a four star hotel with a family 
water playground. There will be 
a multiplex movie theater and 
room for a farmers market. 
 The Grange would be a non-
tribal casino. Tribal Oregonians 
are opposed to the idea. 

The new wireless hubs located all over campus are a result of 
the need for improved wireless service.

The hubs are wireless access points that broadcast signals in 
an effort to meet and keep up with new and emerging technology, 
especially the new Apple Macbooks issued to all teachers. The district 
administration chose these particular 
hubs because they are looking into 
purchasing wireless textbooks and 
offering online courses. The district 
is also expanding video capabilities 
for students and staff. 

Teachers were surveyed at the 
end of last school year on classroom 
needs and identified better wireless access as a need. 

The new wireless hubs cost approximately $520,000. The 
district administrators, principals, and central office staff met 

with the technology department to determine the funding source. 
They located a grant provided by the Mt. Hood Cable Regulatory 
Commission.

  “No district dollars were used to fund this project,” said district 
director of technology and assessment Derek Edens.

Last year the school experienced trouble with students hacking 
into the old system, in one case attempting to access the Free and 
Reduced Lunch files. This new wireless system makes hacking 

much more difficult. Students are 
reminded that hacking into public 
files is a federal offence. 

The wireless hubs are not 
in every classroom, but are 
strategically placed throughout the 
school to provide all classrooms 
improved access. The high school 

is not the only school in the district to receive these new hubs. 
This is a two year project. Every school in the district will 

receive new hubs in two year’s time.

“No district dollars were used 
to fund this project.”
 —Derek Edens

  Seniors Brendan Nikola and Jeffrey Borcean are proposing the creation of a secular club. Its goal would be to pro-
vide a safe environment for students unsure of their religious or spiritual beliefs. The club cannot be sanctioned until 
an advisor can be found.                           Photo by Daniel Huynh 
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced Jour-
nalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  Visit our 
website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://highlander.
ddouglas.k12.or.us/.  Phone: 503-261-8303. The Highlander has a 
circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the Gresham Outlook. DDSD 
Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS Principal: John Bier.  Opin-
ions expressed in The Highlander are not necessarily those of the 
district or high school administrations.  The Highlander reserves the 
right to withhold Letters to the Editor it deems inappropriate.  
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2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
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1. How many candi-
dates are running for 
Portland’s mayor?
a. 13
b. 4
c. 3
d. 2

2. In a primary, can-
didates are
a. voted
b. tagged
c. nominated
d. impeached

3. In an election, 
candidates are 
a. elected
b. sworn in
c. appointed
d. chosen

4. Who had the most 
votes in the primary 
election? 
a. Jefferson Smith
b. Charlie Hales
c. Eileen Brady
d. John Kitzhaber

5. When are the gen-
eral elections?
a. October
b. November
c. December
d. January 

6. Statewide primary 
approved             for 
David Douglas 
schools
a. more school days 
b. dinners
c. decreased taxes
d. increased taxes

7. Which of these 
people is not nomi-
nated for mayor? 
a. Jefferson Smith
b. Jeff Merkley
c. Mitt Romney
d. Both b and c

8. Who was the fi rst 

mayor of Portland, 
Oregon?  
a. Hugh D.O’Bryant
b. Sam Adams
c. Tom Potter
d. Sam Barlow

9. Who is the current 
mayor of Portland, 
Oregon? 
a. Tom Potter
b. Vera Katz
c. Sam Adams
d. Sam Barlow

10. Where is Port-
land’s mayor offi ce? 

a. The Multnomah
    Building
b. City Hall
c. The Portland
    Building 
d.The Hilton

11. How long can a 
mayor serve? 
a. 2 years
b. 4 years
c. 6 years
d. No limit

12. What does a 
mayor do?
a. Decide how to 
spend money
b. Fool around
c. Represents the 
state in government
d. Represents the 
city in government

13. How much does 
the mayor earn each 
year?
a. Approximately 
$12,000-$13,000
b. Appriximately 
$50,000-$54,000
c. Approximately 
$55,000-$100,000
d. One million

Dear editor,
 Respect is something 
I’ve always valued. Ever 
since I was able to speak 
I was thought to listen to 
my teachers and parents 
and to not put others down. 
It seems as if these values 
I have always held dearly 
have been lost by most of to-
day’s generation. Too many 
times I see kids talking back 
to teachers and other adults. 
I don’t feel proud of the way 
kids of my generation act. 
Sophomore
Lyle Wescott 
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Forgivness not too far away

“You know, it’s too bad the people of Portland didn’t get to 
decide if this water will be a hassle or help, harm, or heal.” Stepping     

Into 
Sunshine
Inna Vavilina

MY TURN

CASSIDY 
BEAN

“...we are lucky to have 
a democracy, where we 

choose who runs our 
country and how they 

run it.”

that opportunity because 
there are others, like me, 
who are too young to 
participate in choosing 
our next President of the 
United States, the most 
powerful leader in the free 
world.
 Being able to vote is,  
in a way, a huge honor. In 
many countries citizens 
fight, protest, and even 
die if i t  means having 
their voice heard by the 
government. Here in the 
United States, where we 
are lucky to have a de-
mocracy where we choose 
who runs our country and 
how they run it. 
 Think about i t  this 
way: We wil l  be l iving 
the consequences of our 
future leader. If he sends 
our nation to war, it will be 
our friends, our peers, our 
money, and our energy 
going overseas. Don’t act 
like the election won’t af-
fect you. As we’re begin-
ning to obtain jobs or fi ll 
out college applications, 
the reality will sink in that 
we are becoming more 
and more an important 
part of today’s society. 

cil makes it out to be. So, 
why is such a controversial 
issue not left to voters? Why 
has the council taken a side 
on this issue without more 
scientific research? Even 
scientific research can be 
biased.

Fluoride strengthens 
teeth, which is good for oral 
health, but the worrisome 
news is that it once was 
used as rat poison and as an 
insecticide. 

Living in a democ-
racy, it’s frightening when 
devisive issues with such 
opposite research are not 
left to further debate and 
ultimately decided upon by 
those who will be affected—
by those who will be drink-
ing the water. What next? 
City Council deciding that 
Portlanders must legally 
be immunized against the 
fl u? Does Portland want to 
end up like New York City, 
outlawing oversized soft 
drinks?

Voting asks an entire 
community to decide its 
fate. Fluoride opponents 
would have found this con-
troversial decision easier to 
swallow had they seen it on 
the November ballot. 

Dear Editor,
 I have mixed feelings 
about the workload of this 
school’s students. Some 
students take easy classes 
and are just along for the 
r ide ,  whi le  o thers  take 
harder classes with more 
work. A schedule with a 
bunch of busy classes re-
ally gives you a challenge, 
especially if you have other 
activities and/or work. On 
the other hand, students 
with easy classes don’t 
seem to get quite enough 
work. Students only have a 
finite amount of time after 
school to work with, but if 
kids are taking easy classes 
just because they’re lazy, 
then that is all they will do 
with their time, be lazy.  I 
don’t have a problem with 
easier classes if the kids 
are actually challenged, but 
a lot aren’t. I think more 
work should be pressed 
upon these students. If they 
don’t challenge themselves 
they get lazy, and these 
people are the future of this 
country.
Sophomore
Scott Wadington

Dear Editor,
 Earlier this week I was 
walking through the hall-
way here at school at lunch 
the hallway here at school 
at lunchtime. I pulled out 
my phone to call my mom 
and a teacher told me I 
could not have it out. I am 
new to this school and at my 
old school it was allowed. 
I think it is unfair for us 
students to not be allowed 
to have our phones out at 
lunch and during passing 
period. It is not disrupting 
anyone at those times so 
I just don’t understand. I 
agree they shouldn’t be al-

lowed in class because its 
disruptive but at lunch and 
during passing period it is 
our break and we should 
be allowed to have out 
phones. I know things get 
stolen a lot but that is the 
student’s fault for not tak-
ing care of their electronic 
properly. So I think that 
rule should be changed so 
we can have phones out-
side of classrooms. 
Sophomore
Angelina Lazaro

 Not only are presiden-
tial elections just over a 
month away, but so is the 
chance for teens eligible 
to vote to contribute to the 
direction this nation will 
take in the near future. 
 Don ’ t  be afraid of 
the ballot and don’t just 
ignore it altogether. This 
is our country. We are 
the ones who will inherit 
the ups and downs of 
today’s government and 
economy, so don’t brush 
it off like it’s not important. 
Instead of flipping the 
channel to MTV or turning 
on the gaming console, 
take a second to catch 
up on today ’s current 
events and form your own 
opinion. I’m not saying 
only watch the news, but 
know what’s going on and 
know where you stand on 
political issues.
 Don’t support some-
one pr imar i ly  on the 
fact that your parents or 
friends admire them. Get 
to know the candidates 
and what they stand for. 
There’s still a month left to 
do so. If you are of voting 
age, take advantage of 

Fluoride decision hard to swallow

 Lately I’ve heard more 
and more students saying 
that their lives have not been 
lived well and the deeds can 
never be forgiven by God. 
 I’m a Christian and 
Christian’s belive that Jesus 
died on a cross 2,000 years 
ago to forgive all sin. It sad-
dens me to see students 
and adults living a life of sin 
only because they believe 
what they have done in the 
past could never be forgiv-
en. 
 I pity all those who fall 
for this lie because they do 
not know that Jesus’ blood 
can cleanse us of all sin, 
no matter how big or small 
others view it. They have a 
chance to grab hold of for-
givness but are either too 
proud or do not know the 
true power of the blood of 
Jesus.
 Many feel alone and 

over their heads in their past 
crimes, but do not know who 
they can turn to and feel ex-
iled from heaven’s gates. 
They aren’t. They are still 
welcome, waited for, and 
longed for. All they need to 
do is ask Jesus to cleanse 
them with his holy blood. 
 Christians believe that 
Jesus lived a sinless life, lov-
ing and forgiving the murder-
ers, thieves, liars, and even 
those who nailed him to the 
cross. We believe that He 
certainly has enough love 
and forgiveness to save the 
individual degraded by sin 
and regrett.
 Some say that their sins 
and way of life is unforgiv-
able. Jesus said, “And so I 
tell you, every sin and blas-
phemy will be forgiven, but 
the blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit will not be forgiv-
en,” Mathew 10:31.

Portland City Coun-
cil’s unnanimous decision 
to fluoridate Portland’s 
water without allowing 
both sides of this issue 
equal grievance is a gross 
mistake, and all plans to 
move forward should stop 
and the decision should be 
turned over to a vote. 

A recent Survey USA 
poll of 588 registered vot-
ers showed that 79 percent 
want a public vote, with 
a 4.1 percent margin of 
error. Mayoral candidate 
Jefferson Smith stated that 
leaving the decision up to 
voters would have been the 
appropriate step.

As preschoolers, we 
were fed that gross “candy” 
that we later realized was 
fl uoride tablets. What we 
weren’t told is that fl uoride 
is a by-product of fertilizer 
that many dentists don’t 
suggest ingesting. Other 
studies show that it’s the 
best way to prevent cavi-
ties, which prevents gum 
disease, which has been 
linked to cancer and heart 
disease.

So, who’s right?
Fluoridating city water 

is not as simple as the coun-



New truancy policy for the betterPOINT

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor
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Casino in our 
backyard, 
bad idea

COUNTER-POINT

SUSANNAH
HOTOVEC 

news reporter

Casino worth
the gamble

WHAT

THINK?
do you

“Every vote can 
make a difference, 
just like anyone 
can make a 
difference in the 
world.”

Freshman
Sebastian Precup

•The indentation in 
the middle of the 
area between the 
nose and the 
upper lip is called 
the philtrum. 

• Spiny lobsters 
migrate in groups of 
50 or more, forming 
a “conga line” on the 
ocean fl oor. 

•The Mayfl ower only 
held 102 people. 

•The roadrunner 
chases after its prey 
at a blurring speed 
of up to 25 mph. 

• An egg that is 
fresh will sink in 
water, but a stale 
one won’t.

F a c t s  c o u r t e s y  S n a p p l e . c o m

“I think one vote 
can make a 
difference, 
because all of 
the votes add 
up.” 

Sophomore
Elli Simotas Voting needs higher participation 

TESSA MEYER
news reporter

Do you think one 
person’s vote 

can really make a 
difference? 

You only die once, live it like Brett

DANI JONES
news reporter

know?
YOU
Did

Compiled by
Kathryn Jacobson

Putting

Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“All those things 
lead him to try and 
save what is most 
precious in life, life 
itself.”

“Yes, because 
one can make a 
difference. You 
never know what 
one vote can 
do. ”
Senior
Zanovia Warren

  Shock—shock wracked my 
body as I numbly got off the bus 
full of high schoolers and staff. 
We solemnly were told of camp 
counselor Brett McLean and a 
15-year-old camper drowning 
at Experience The Valley (ETV) 
camp while taking pictures near 
a waterfall.
  I looked at over 100 camp-
ers crying and wondered why 
God had decided to take them 
home to Heaven. As I wondered, 
I realized something. McLean 
lived how I wanted to live.
  “Brett was committed to 
the Lord and loved life,” said 
McLean’s mother Christy 
McLean. “If you were around 
him you could be affected by 
his huge sense of humor, love, 
and compassion. I miss him so 
much.”
  I believe God had more in 
store for McLean then drowning 
for no reason. He died trying to 
save the teenager from his own 
fate. McLean died doing one of 
the things he loved, trying to 
save a life, whether it be from 
physical or spiritual death.
  Life is short. It can only be 

Vot ing  fo r 
The Grange in No-
vember is worth 
the gamble. 

The Grange is 
controversial for only one reason: 
it’s a casino. Yeah, casinos don’t 
get the best wrap, but The Grange 
would not solely be a casino. Be-
sides a water park and movie the-
ater, it would offer Oregon another 
tourist spot, and that means money. 
And Oregon’s fi rst non-tribal ca-
sino is estimated to provide 2,000 
jobs—with health care. The Grange 
will be putting an estimated 100 
million dollars back into the com-
munity, improving the economy. 
School budgets are shrinking each 
day, and any money going into 
public education shouldn’t be ques-
tioned. Money is money. 

Oregon’s fi rst non-tribal casino 
is just that, a casino. But casinos get 
that bad wrap because casino-goers 
lose control and become addicted. 
But research shows that’s a very 
small percentage. We don’t hear 
about the safe gamblers who go 
with a planned amount of money 
and stick to it.

 

  
Grange sup-

porters say that the 
casino will bring 
millions of dollars 

to schools and the economy. What’s 
not to love, right?  Lots.

The Grange is a casino. That 
means that any money we get will 
come from gambling, an addiction 
that leads to debt and ruin. A yes vote 
on Measure 83, although supposedly 
helping schools, will only be a yes 
vote saying it’s okay to gamble. True, 
schools need money, but they should 
look somewhere safe and free from 
vice. If The Grange was simply a wa-
ter park and movie theater, which it’s 
advertised to be, well then it would 
be fi ne. But it’s not.

The Grange would be located 
minutes from downtown, and just a 
hop,  skip, and a jump from Washing-
ton. Get used to even more traffi c.     

And The Grange will serve 
alcohol, increasing the probability 
of intoxicated drivers in our immedi-
ate community. Portland, Fairview, 
Troutdale, and Gresham Police have 
all agreed that crime associated with 
casinos will defi nitely increase in the 
area. There are just some things not 
worth the gamble.    

        As election season approaches, 
many citizens in America cry for 
change. They are dissatisfi ed with a 
government they deem ineffectual, 
gridlocked, and bipartisan to a fault. 

Democrats and Republicans are more concerned with 
party allegiance than what’s best for their country, and 
they fail to accomplish anything because of it.
          For a while, I have thought of what it would be 
like to overhaul the entire US system of government, 
especially Congress. This hypothetical situation rarely 
gets far, as the inevitable result is that the system is 
not the problem, but rather the attitudes of the people. 
Government offi cials are motivated by much of the 
same things, regardless of party or ideals. They will 
obey the wishes of their home state, to ensure their re-
election and popularity on their seat.
       This mentality is unlikely to change soon. So, to 
trim the fat of government, to fully utilize the potential 
of our system, we as a people must play to the tune 
to which the offi cials are accustomed. That is to say, 
unify. Many bills that pass through the House and Sen-
ate die because of a mass called pork. Pork is a tax 
here, a stipulate there, a spending cut there. It is mass 
added to the bill to satisfy everyone, and as the people 

have wildly differing opinions, the bills become 
lumbering beasts obscured of their original inten-
tion. They die unless people can decide as a whole 
what they want.
 Though it is a mighty task to unify voters, it is  
made much easier when the whole participates. Na-
tive Americans wishing to change unfair property 
taxes need only to band together and vote a million 
strong to change them. The power contained in a 
vote is immense, but it is lost when it is not used. 
 An example of a population banding together 
to make a decision happened on our doorstep in 
May, when House District 48 nominee Jeff Rear-
don, a former David Douglas High School woods 
teacher, beat incumbent Mike Schaufl er by a huge 
66-34 margin. Though only a district of around 
4,000 residents, it shows that with the proper initia-
tive, the people can make a difference. It is self-
destructive to believe one does not have the power  
to make a difference.
 To motivate a populace to vote together is dif-
fi cult, but nowhere near impossible. And when a 
single vote passes due to voter unifi cation and par-
ticipation, hope is gained that it may happen again. 
To reach a higher standard of government coopera-
tion, we must fi rst start with citizen participation. 
Stand up and be counted, and have your friends, 
and their friends, stand with you.

     The changes to the truancy policy 
in place this year—are for the bet-
ter.
 To a student who has not completed 
the twelfth grade, a $180 fine will 

be given to parents or guardians whose child is not 
enrolled and who fails to maintain that student’s 
regular attendance. By creating this fee, parents or 
guardians should feel obligated to get their child to 
school. If anything, the parent or guardian will want 
their child to go to school to avoid the fine. 
     After Sept. 30, if a student misses eight half days, 
the fi rst letter of three describing the law and conse-
quences of a student not attending school will be sent 
home. After Oct. 30, if the student continues to miss 
school, the same letter will be hand delivered by a 
School Resource Offi cer. Next, a mandatory meeting 
with school personnel will produce an attendance con-
tract.  Finally, if the student keeps missing school, the 
fi nal letter will be sent, summoning the student’s par-

ents or legal guardian to appear in court, in front of a 
judge. This may appear harsh, but it’s necessary.
     Appearing in court is used as a last resort, only 
to occur if the problem becomes severe. Just be-
cause parents may not value an education does not 
mean their child should suffer. Parents are now held 
responsibility for their child’s attendance, just like 
they always should have been.  Besides, attendance is 
often the fault of both the student and parent, so not 
just one should receive the consequences. The new 
contract reduces the risk of skipping classes and re-
duces the student’s unwarranted freedom. Reducing 
that freedom should give the student a determination 
to earn legitimate rights back. Attendance should 
improve, fi rst, because they are under a serious 
contract, requiring them to be at school regularly. 
Second, freedom will be wanted back. 
     Parents not sending their students to school on 
a regular basis are breaking the law. The new tru-
ancy policy delivers the proper consequence if the 
problem becomes major. Education is important and 
there is no way students can an education if school 
is constantly being missed.

lived once. Partying, drinking, 
sex, and drugs is not how life 
should be portrayed as living life 
to the fullest. Instead, life should 
be lived by loving, showing com-
passion and hope, and having re-
spect for others.
  I believe that God helped 
McLean in his life and death to 
live that way. He loved all of us 
campers with his heart. He had 
compassion for those who were 
hurting. He had hope that would 
shine on his face and could be 
seen in his smile, and he respect-
ed all of us equally. All those 
things lead him to try and save 
what is most precious in life, life 
itself.
  His memorial was not a funer-
al. It was a time to rejoice about 
the time we all had with him. We 
laughed until some of us cried 
from watching the hilarious videos 
he made for ETV. His videos can 
be found at www.youtube.com/
user/RememberBrettMcLean. We 
sang. We shared memories. We 
remembered. We laughed, cried, 
smiled, and frowned. But in the 
end, I strongly believe it is all for 
the glory of God.
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SMITH
VS

HALES
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Jefferson Smith 
and Charlie Hales 

squared off for Round 2 
in the debate for 

Portland’s next mayor, 
and once again they 

chose David Douglas 
High School as the 

venue to go toe to toe.

Illustration by Kaylee Noah
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ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

 Mayoral candidates Charlie Hales and Jefferson Smith joined 200 students 
as they went back to school for the Student-led City of Portland Mayoral Debate in the 
Howard Horner Performing Arts Center on the David Douglas High School campus on 
Sep. 10 at 1:00-2:40 p.m.
 The hour-and-40-minute-long debate, sponsored by Reaching and Empower-
ing All People (REAP) USA, started 20 minutes late. Approximately 200 social studies 
students and two Lincoln High School students attended the second David Douglas-
hosted mayoral debate of the year.
 “The goal, as director of the REAP Program, is to give students voice,” said 
REAP’s executive director Mark Johnson.
 The debate, mediated by DDHS senior Zahara Muhammed, consisted of a 
question to one candidate, an answer, a rebuttal from the other candidate, another 
rebuttal from the fi rst candidate, and a fi nal rebuttal from the second candidate.
 Both candidates started by going a minute over the two minute limit on their in-
troductions. Hales put an emphasis on opportunity, while Smith talked about who holds 
power in this government.

“A lot of the people who lobby me are not looking out for you,” said Smith in refer-
ence to the lack of priority for East County.

The fi rst topic was school funding. Hales wanted to “get out of that 
corner of bake sales and auctions,” while Smith only promised 

to help make sure the city works.
   “If we get it wrong, we’ll do something helpful,” said Smith.     
“If we get it right, we’ll do something historic.”
 Hales proposed issuing students iPads to replace 
textbooks as a means of saving paper.
 Hales advocated an expansion of the youth pass to 

allow students not only to get to school, but also for part-
time employed students to get to work.
 “Centennial, Parkrose, Reynolds, and David Douglas 
are out of the youth pass zone,” said Smith. “That, to me, 
is a failure.”

 Smith emphasized internships, wanting the number of 
interns to triple by the end of his fi rst term. Hales pointed 

out that the parks bureau, which has been getting “the short 
end of the stick” in regards to budgets, is the largest youth 

employer.
 To enhance public safety, Hales suggested funding parks by 

extending bond measures instead of increasing them, similar to 
the $49.5 million David Douglas bond measure passed this 

May.
 “A 13-year-old was shot just 10 blocks away from my 

house,” said Smith, referring to the gang-related homi-
cide of Rosi Hinton Alternative School student Julio 
Cesar Marquez in 2011.
     Smith advocated TriMet Rider Advocates, a pro-

gram where employees board MAX and bus lines to 
interact and help riders. He also proposed to spend $2 

million to keep lights on in every park from 7:00 p.m. to mid-
night, citing Los Angeles’ success in lowering crime rates by 
keeping park lights on longer.

 Hales suggested, in return, that police offi cers should 
be more community oriented.

 “I’m white,” said Smith in his concluding statement 
in an effort to convey the need for a city leadership that 

matches a growing city diversity. “Didn’t you notice? This 
city is getting less white. If you go to most powers in the town, 

it’s not supposed to get whiter.”
  At the end of the debate, questions from the audience 

were answered. One question asked was how TriMet was 
funded.

     “To put it bluntly, TriMet is in quite a mess 
right now,” said Hales.
      Hales proposed to add a surcharge onto 
airplane boarding passes and sports tickets to 
fund TriMet, while Smith answered the ques-
tion directly, saying it was funded by the payroll 
tax.
   “It’s not enough to cross our fi ngers and 
hope that the rich people save us some day,” 
said Smith.

 Hales wanted to fund the arts through the arts levy, to which Smith disagreed.
 “We should improve our taxation systems to tax based on earnings, not a fl at 
rate,” said Smith, referring to the arts levy’s fl at rate of $35 per taxpayer.
 At the end of the debate, both candidates were given complementary REAP tee 
shirts.
 “I thought [the debate] was really good, really informative,” said principal John Bier.
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Attendance rule enforcing education

CAMERON LEE
staff reporter

David Bowie set tone for future music

Facebook not charity event

Obama DNC speech admirable
The Highlander
Do you think 9/11 
judgements are still 
present 11 years 
later? 

“A high school di-
ploma is obtainable 
in four years, but not 
the solving of all of 
America’s issues. ”

“Yeah, not as strongly as they did 
years ago, but some people will 
always look at a middle-Eastern 
person and think they would love 
to blow us up; it sounds bad, but 
people are always going to see a 
connection.”

“Yes, I think those profoundly 
affected by the events of 9/11 still 
embrace those stereotypes. Time 
has healed to a degree, but so 
much remains changed by the 
events. Troops are still dying and 
we are constantly reminded in the 
news of the disdain held towards 
the Western world.”

Zack Keim
Portland, OR

Kitty Jones
Portland, OR

KAYLEE NOAH
staff reporter

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

MEDINA CERIC
staff reporter

9/11 judgements 
still present 
11 years later

T h e  t r u a n c y  l a w 
that the school is now 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  i s  n o t 
p o p u l a r  b u t  w i l l  b e 
b e n e f i c i a l  w h e n  i t 

comes to students skipping school.
There’s not much to gain by skip-

ping school.  Skipping school regu-
larly can cause low self esteem and  
truancy, which is when students have 
multiple inexcused tardies or absenc-
es without a parent or guardian being 
notified. All students are required to 
attend school on a regular basis and 
now can be fined or taken to court if 
too much school is missed.

Truan t  s tuden t s  a re  more  than 
five times as likely to use drugs than 
students who go to school regularly. 
Studies show that 35 percent of stu-
den ts  sk ipp ing  school  admi t ted  to 

using illegal drugs, compared to six 
p e r c e n t  w h o  d o n ’ t  r e g u l a r l y  s k i p 
class. Truant or dropout students put 
themselves at  a  higher  r isk or  dis-
advantage in being productive later 
in life,  and are two-and-a-half t imes 
more likely than high school gradu-
ates to be on welfare as an adult.

“Because our  school  goal  i s  to 
get  s tudents  to  graduate  they must 
attend,” said attendance coordinator 
Greg Carradine. “And I think it’s es-
sential to graduate high school.”

In 2010-11, 25 percent of students 
missed more than 10 percent of school 
for the Centennial ,  David Douglas, 
and Parkrose districts.  All three dis-
tricts came in second behind Reyn-
olds’ 27 percent. One in four students 
in  Multnomah County didn’t  go to 
school more than one tenth of the time 
in 2010-11, and more than 10,500 stu-
dents are missing school each year in 
the state of Oregon. Missing as much 

as 17 to 18 days of school during the 
year could be linked to poor literacy 
and low academic rates.

“ I t  on ly  hu r t s  t he  s tuden t  and 
they eventually have to pay for it  in 
the  long  run ,”  sa id  secur i ty  guard 
J.T. “Even if students get away with 
skipping. If  the youth want to ruin 
their l ives then go for i t ,  but don’t 
complain that you’re not going any-
where.”

H i g h  s c h o o l  s e e m s  h a r d  a n d 
pointless to some of us now, but in 
actuality this is where we need to fo-
cus most.  In high school we develop 
f r o m  c h i l d r e n  j u s t  c o m i n g  o u t  o f 
middle school into young adults who 
need to prepare for  the rest  of  our 
lives. Elementary and middle school 
prepares students for high school,  so 
why throw away the most important 
four years of our past 12 to 13 years 
to go get high at the park across the 
street with friends?

The destructive ste-
reotyping happening to 
millions of Muslims since 
the tragic acts of Sep. 11, 
2001 must stop if we are 

to progress as a people.
As I’m writing this, today marks the 

11th anniversary of 9/11. The disastrous 
events that took place that day have left 
thousands of families, friends, and others 
nationwide devastated. Some hear the word 
“Islam” or “Muslim” and the fi rst thing that 
comes to mind is terrorist. This is ignorant 
and wrong, and categorizing all Muslims as 
terrorists is cruel and unfair. If all Muslims 
are terrorists does that mean all Christians 
are a part of the KKK? Outlandish, isn’t it? 
I’m a Muslim and I’m not a terrorist. And I 
could also get into the theory that 9/11 was 
not committed by Muslims to begin with. So 
maybe I will.

In 2000, the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command had 67 intercepts with 
100 percent accuracy. On 9/11 they failed 
four times in one day. What are the chances? 
On the morning of 9/11, Dick Cheney was 
in charge of all NORAD orders from the 
command bunker under the White House. 
Nine-eleven was said to be a false fl ag opera-
tion to establish the Patriot Act and inevitably 
a new world order.

So where has all this led us? A lot of 
people are not only afraid of Muslims, but 
are overly afraid of fl ying, which has led to 
our invasion of privacy. Stripping passen-
gers of their clothes is unneeded. There are 
ways to protect passengers without violating 
them. Safety should be taken seriously on an 
airplane, but we’ve become such a paranoid 
society—paranoid of Muslims, paranoid of 
ultra-conservative Christians,  paranoid of 
hidden bombs—that we are letting stereo-
types destroy us. 

Innocent lives were lost on 9/11, but by 
labeling others, are we making the situation 
any better? The events of 9/11 should never 
be forgotten, but blaming others without valid 
reasons, and taking airport security too far is 
not the solution. We need to let go of the nega-
tivity and stereotypes and focus on remem-
bering the loved ones, Muslim and Christian 
loved ones, who have passed away. 

“A high school di-
ploma is obtainable 
in four years, but not 
the solving of all of 
America’s issues. ”

These 
True 
Thoughts...

 President Barack Obama gave 
an admirable speech at the Democrat-
ic National Convention after accepting 
his democratic nomination for presi-
dent on Sep 6. 
 I cannot count the number of times 
I have heard that Obama has not done 
anything during his presidency. Let us 
think about how long four years truly 
are. A high school diploma is obtain-
able in four years, but not solving of all 
of America’s issues. Obama came into 
presidency with a country that was at 
the peak of a recession. Obama called 
attention to this in his speech. 
 “I won’t pretend the path I’m of-
fering is quick or easy. I never have. 
You didn’t elect me to tell you what you 
wanted to hear. You elected me to tell 
you the truth. And the truth is, it will take 
more than a few years for us to solve 
challenges that have built up over de-
cades,” stated Obama in his speech. 
 The part of his speech that really 
spoke to me was about education. I 
am appreciative of the free education 
we have, but if we want to improve our 
education, then more money needs to 

be put into our school systems be-
cause the students now will decide 
the future. 
 “And now you have a choice – 
we can gut education, or we can de-
cide that in the United States of Amer-
ica, no child should have her dreams 
deferred because of a crowded 
classroom or a crumbling school....
Help me recruit 100,000 math and 
science teachers in the next ten 
years, and improve early childhood 
education,” stated Obama. 
 Our military is coming home, 
and it is so amazing to me that the 
war I grew up watching is over. It is 
so right that the soldiers who kept us 
safe will come home to assurance 
that they will have a stable life. But 
what do we tell these soldiers who 
have children in our public schools? 
“Thank you for serving, but now your 
children must suffer?” 
 Our president’s acceptance 
speech inspired me to look forward 
to the next four years—if those four 
years show an increase in educa-
tional spending.

Tierra Johansen
 Morbid photos of dead and starving children are 
being circulated through Facebook by pages who 
have thousands of likes, generating unjustifi ed 
wealth for the poster.

    These pages add a message, encouraging viewers 
to like the photo to show respect or send money to those pictured. 
Anyone who refuses to do so, another message is added stating that 
anyone who ignores the photo will be condemned to hell.
    These pages lead Facebookers to like their photos, giving their 
page more traffi c, which has a link to their blog, where ads are run 
and profi t off of the traffi c. For each like, the page gains popularity 
and makes money, none of which will go to the starving children 
photographed.
    Whoever the omnipotent lord of the universe is, it’s not a gore 
poster on Facebook. Utilizing religion to pressure viewers into 
helping them profi t, they take advantage of more religious users, 
turning religion into a fear driven weapon. Responses have been 
made by opponents criticizing the irrationality of it.
    Another version are photos of romantic scenes or a fi ll color 
accompanied by insecure thoughts written in a generic sans serif 
font, a trend carried over from blogging website Tumblr. These 
have cliche captions, such as “I miss how we close we were,” or 
“Your lips against mine now!” Encouraging readers to continue in 
prepubescent romance. With a target audience spanning from middle 
to early high school, these photos often give viewers the wrong idea 
of what love is, emphasizing sexual romance and relationships.
    One of the posters, Brandon Cyrus, has been discontinued, as op-
ponents collected 9,971 signatures to get his account IP Banned.
    Next time, think twice before liking a gory photo, as it’s only 
benefi ting the poster.

John Lennon stated 
his ambition when mak-
ing the final album re-
leased in his l ifetime 
was to “do something as 

good as [David Bowie’s brilitant 1977 
album] ‘Heroes.’”

Even the most revered dead song-
writer in rock music had praise for Bowie 
who, in the words of biographer David 
Buckley, “subverted the whole notion of 
what it was to be a rock star,” and whose 
“influence has been unique in popular 
culture.” Everyone from Madonna, Lady 
Gaga, and Radiohead, to Placebo, Arcade 
Fire, and countless one-hit wonders from 
the past four decades owe the man a 
sizable chunk of royalties. He may also 
be responsible for those male rock stars 
wearing more makeup than most females. 

Lennon has been called a chameleon, 
creepy, and sexy, but at the center of his 
legacy is David Bowie’s music.

“I emailed David on his 57th birth-
day,” said comedian Ricky Gervais. “It 
read: ‘57???? Isn’t it about time you got 
a proper job? Ricky Gervais, 42, Come-
dian.’ He replied: ‘I have a proper job. 
David Bowie, 57, Rock God.’”

David Bowie’s first true classic was 
the five-minute “Space Oddity,” about 
an astronaut in outer space who loses 
communication with ground control, 
lost forever in his “tin can far above the 
world.” It’s hokey stuff on paper, but it 
somehow has the ability to bring some-
one to tears if they really get involved. 
Some of  h is  legendary songs  were 
big hits - among these are “Changes,” 
“Fame,” and “Golden Years,”  the latter 
two debunking the notion that a British 
white guy can’t make a good funk track, 
and 80s anthems “Let’s Dance,” “Modern 

Love,” and “China Girl.” 
Other songs that weren’t technically 

hits upon release, “Space Oddity” among 
them, have endured better than many 
singles that chart at #1. Perhaps the fin-
est example of this is “Heroes,” which 
played as Great Britain entered the sta-
dium during the 2012 Summer Olympics 
opening ceremony. The story of the song 
is that of two lovers on opposite sides 
of the Berlin Wall, who risk being fired 
at by even kissing, but “can be heroes...
just for one day.” The subtext that too 
many listeners miss is the intentional 
quotation marks in the song title, which 
suggest that, as Bowie himself sings, 
“...maybe we’re lying...but we could be 
safer...just for one day.” Not many artists 
can make such a backstory work in ten 
songs, let alone one six-minute perfor-
mance. Bowie has many songs that are 
this deep, and this is why he deserves to 
be listened to.
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Gay teen’s car 
generously fi xed 
after hate crime
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news editor

survey
says
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“X Factor” lowering standards

    Being bullied for 
having an interest in the 
same sex is cruel and 
childish. 
Radford University soph-

omore Jordan Addison, from Roanoke, 
Virginia, has been a victim of countless 
hate crimes.  The first occurrence hap-
pened in the middle of the night. Addison 
was visiting his family and found out the 
next day someone had written homopho-
bic slurs on his Volkswagen. Keying a car 
is beyond me, but keying discriminatory 
messages? Please do something else that 
does not make we normal human beings 
look inadequate. 
 Coming out of class, Addison then 
discovered his tires had been slashed and 
the word “die” had been keyed, and a 
couple of weeks later, someone smashed 
his windshield. This is beyond sickening, 
and makes me lose all hope in human-
ity. 
 “Knowing that it’s not safe for me 
to park my car somewhere because of 
my sexual orientation is awful,” stated 
Addison. “It makes me not want me to 
leave my house.”
 Quality Auto Paint and Body man-
ager Richard Henegar Jr. decided to step 
in after hearing from a colleague what 
happened to Addison. The shop spent 
an estimated 100 hours installing new 
tires, a new paint job, an alarm system, 
a stereo system, and refurbished the 
200,000 mile engine, retailing in at well 
over $10,000. That act restored faith in 
humanity. Hopefully, there are countless 
humans who, if not already, are inspired 
by the act of Henegar Jr. and apply it to 
everyday situations. 

Addison and Henegar Jr. both ap-
peared on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show,” 
where Addison received a $25,000 check 
to pay for his schooling. Henegar Jr. also 
received a $25,000 check for Quality 
Auto Paint and Body, only if everyone 
thought like DeGeneres. I would have 
done what DeGeneres did for Addison 
and Henegar Jr.

Is true talent really 
appreciated? The hit FOX 
talent search television 
show “The X Factor” pre-
miered on Sep. 12 and the 

contestants they allowed to move on to the 
next round were less than stellar.

Contestant Quatrele Da’an Smith 
showed up to his audition in a wedding dress 
and sang “Born This Way” by Lady Gaga. 
His performance was hard to sit through, 
but three of the four judges wanted to see 
him in the next round. The only reason he 
moved on was because of the shock value. 
Since when did a talent competition pick 
contestants based solely on how ridiculous 
they were instead of how much talent they 
have? At this point in the show, I was fairly 
annoyed and was on the verge of throwing 
my bowl of ice cream at the TV.

Towards the end of the show contestant 
Jillian Jensen performed her rendition of 
“Who You Are” by Jessie J after telling her 
story of being severely bullied throughout 

middle school and high school. Jensen 
clearly touched judge Demi Lovato, who 
was bullied herself, and earned the sympathy 
of every other judge on the panel as well. 
Her singing was off beat with the music 
and her voice was defi nitely not the best 
I’ve heard, but they let her through. Not 
only was Jensen’s singing disappointing, 
but she sobbed through the entire audition. 
That really only made it harder for her to 
sing on beat as well as get whatever talent 
she had across to the audience. The judges 
only put her through because of the amount 
of sympathy they had for her as well as how 
ridiculously emotional she was.

I understand that how entertaining or re-
latable a performer is really plays a key fac-
tor in how well they do on the show, but how 
far can that actually take them? The judges 
seemed to have forgotten that they are trying 
to fi nd singers who can successfully record 
an album. Their stigma will sell the music, 
but once listeners realize how lackluster an 
artist is without the fl ashy nature they see 
on TV, they will stop listening.

 “The X Factor” judges need to  rethink 
their decisions.

Are we addicted to our 
phones? Absolutely. For sev-
eral generations humans have 
always wanted to communi-
cate faster and easier.

We have tried for several decades ways in 
which we can communicate faster and easier. 
Our quest for easy communication started with 
Alexander Graham Bell, a scientist, inventor, 
and engineer who is credited to inventing the 
telephone. 
 As we all know, the fi rst telephones were not 
the best inventions. Although the fi rst telephones 
were quite odd and complicated to use. Humans 
became used to them, and eventually loved the 
invention. By the 1980s, the fi rst mobile phone 
was created, as some of you may remember 
from the classic American comedy sitcoms from 
the 80s. These monsters that we called “mobile 
phones” at the time were extraordinarily large 
and would not fi t into any of the handbags we 
carry today. Then came the fast paced boom into 
smart phones, including the magnifi cent Apple 
iPhone. But has this invention of fast and easy 
communication benefi ted the human race? Face 

it, humans are becoming more dependent on cell 
phones. However, this addiction to our mobile 
phones has led to our forgetfulness in our daily 
manners. Instead of sleeping with a spouse or 
a stuffed bear, 50 percent of Americans have 
reported that they sleep with their phones next 
to them, according to The Huffi ngton Post. 
 Our manners as a whole population have 
become so disrespectful and thoughtless that sev-
eral teens that have grown up using technology 
all their lives have literally become anti-social. 
In many cases, this is not because our youth no 
longer want to make friends, but because youth 
today no longer know how to make friends, un-
less they’re behind a computer screen or texting. 
I myself have been in several situations in which 
no verbal communication was used by many 
of my peers as we were out eating lunch. And 
sometimes we’re texting each other. Not only 
have today’s teens been negatively affected by 
the mobile phone, but today’s youth that have 
not yet reached their teens, or even early teens. 
This happens for a number of reasons. One be-
ing irresponsible parents that willingly give their 
adolescent children, who have not yet reached 
the double digits, a cell phone. Also, because of 
the worldwide media infl uence that encourages 
the use of these evil, yet irresistable phones. 

    Sixty-two percent of girls 
are insecure about them-
selves because of what 
society is teaching them 
every day.

      Peer pressure can cause a teen to change 
her personality and beliefs just to be a part 
of the “in crowd.” Girls tend to think that 
they absolutely need to look like a Victoria’s 
Secret model. They constantly go on diets 
because they think thin is in, and it’s not; 
being healthy is.     
       Teens constantly call themselves fat, 
ugly, or anorexic. In every high school there 
are teens, girls especially harm themselves 
in such ways that can be painful for their 
family and friends. With all the pressure on 
teen girls, they go for makeup to look beauti-
ful, or something they will regret later.
       It’s sad to see all these teens walking 
down the halls in skimpy clothes because 
guys think it’s “sexy.”  Teens shouldn’t have 
to ask for opinions if they look good or not. 

As long as they feel good in what they are 
wearing, than that is all that matters.
        If we feel comfortable in our own skin, 
other opinions shouldn’t matter to us. Girls 
have more peer pressure than guys because 
guys can go around looking how they want 
and don’t care. When girls dress how they 
want, their peers always have something to 
say about it.
        Most of what girls go through is caused 
by the peers who surround them. When girls 
look at other girls and think they are pretty, 
somehow that puts them down. Just because 
girls think someone else is beautiful doesn’t 
mean they aren’t.        
        Wearing clothes that reveal a bunch 
of skin does not make us beautiful. When 
teens hear crude comments being said about 
them in a negative way, that should not be 
the que to change the way they act, or the 
way they dress.
         It is not always about what we see in 
the mirror that makes us beautiful. It is so 
much more. Society should learn how to 
look deeper in to a person rather than what 
is on the inside.

 With the presidential elections coming up, 
I fi nd myself watching MSNBC for days on end, 
and the uneducated things the Republican 
Party says constantly surprise me.
 I have an open mind about beliefs and 
values, but it’s diffi cult to have an open mind 
with the comments the Republican Party have 
been making. Their comments are so unedu-
cated and narrow-minded; how do they have 
a chance of living in the White House? Every 
presidential election, the candidates always try 
to to hit the hard topics, one being womens’ 
health care. The fi rst womens’ health care topic 
is birth control. On Aug. 1, 2011 Obamacare 
passed, stating that all medical insurance have 
to cover birth control. Republican congress-
man Mike Kelly thinks women and birth control 
are a national crises. 
 “I know in your mind, you can think of the 
times America was attacked,” said Kelly at a 
press conference on Capitol Hill. “One is Dec. 
7, that’s Pearl Harbor Day. The other is Sept. 

11, and that’s the day the terrorists attacked. I 
want you to remember Aug. 1, 2012, the attack 
on our religious freedom. That is a day that will 
live in infamy, along with those other dates.”
 This is insane. How is he going to com-
pare a woman’s right  to birth control to 9/11? 
As a man, he should have absolutely no right 
in what women do with their bodies. Womens’ 
health care should not be a political debate. 
Just when the Republican Party can’t get any 
more brainless, Senate candidate Todd Akin 
opens up his oh-so-sophisicated mouth about 
rape. 
 “If it’s a legitimate rape, the female body 
has ways to try to shut that whole thing down. 
But let’s assume that maybe that didn’t work or 
something. You know, I think there should be 
some punishment, but the punishment ought 
to be on the rapist and not attacking the child,” 
said Akin on St. Louis’ Fox station.
 To be bluntly honest the fact of the matter, 
rape is rape, no matter how you say it.

Do you think 
teenage girls 

change to 
conform to 

society?
“They’re chang-
ing because they 
feel like they have 
to have a certain 
look to be pretty.”
-Sophomore
Morgan Walker

“Yeah, because 
they try to expose 
themselves. They 
want so much at-
tention they’ll do 
anything.”
-Senior
Francisco Becerra

“Yeah, they’re 
changing their ap-
pearence to what 
people think they 
should look like.”
-Sophomore
Angel Umemoto

“Yes, because it’s 
stressful to try to 
fi t in.”

-Senior 
Arianna Chau

“As a man he should have 
absolutely no right in what 
women do with their body,
womens’ health care should not 
be a political debate.”

Republicans make outlandish comments
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Football soars over Eagles, 39-21
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Fifteen set personal records in OC
Junior Andre Reasno, trailing a centennial defender, runs in for the touch-
down during the Scots’  39-21 victory over the Centennial Eagles sep. 21.      
                                                                                                                   Photo by Cassidy Bean
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“Armstrong 
will always 
remain a truly 
inspirational 
fi gure...”

“Armstrong 
will always 
remain a truly 
inspirational 
fi gure...”

Girls’ water polo suffers, 9-5

Armstrong remains inspirational

REASNO

Freshman 
Kennedy  

Allen  fi n-

ishes the 
last leg of 

the MHC 
mile relays 

for David 
Douglas 
with the 
fastest 

time of the 
meet,  5:28. 
The Scots’ 
relay team 

placed 
second 
overall. 

Photo courtesy  
cross country 

parent  Dennis 
Hamann

PATRICK

 As many may know, the formally 
inspiring and persevering cancer survi-
vor, and 7-time Tour de France cham-
pion, Lance Armstrong has recently 
given up his fi ght against incessant per-
formance enhancement accusations, 
allowing the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency to 
strip him of his numerous biking cham-
pionships and awards. 
 Now I may be crazy, but I think I re-
member learning something along the 
lines of American’s being “innocent until 
proven guilty.” I also recall Armstrong 
saying he was done fi ghting the accu-
sations, which is far from a confession. 
 “I have been dealing with claims 
that I cheated and had an unfair advan-
tage in winning my seven Tours since 
1999,” said Armstrong in a statement 

Runner’s 

High

Margo Rutledge

THOMAS

 The girls’ water polo team felt 

the pain after a 9-5 loss at an away 

game against the Barlow Jets on Sep. 

18.
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 Cross country runners competed 
in a meet against Reynolds at Oregon 
City High School on Sep. 19.
 In the mens’ 5000m race, junior 
Kylan Carlson placed twenty-fi fth 
with a time of 18:01, putting him at 
21st in the Mt. Hood Conference. 
Sophomore Josh Kellebrew fi nished 
thirty-fi rst with a time of 18:11, junior 
Drake Collins placed thirty-fourth 
with a personal best of 18:15  and 
junior Calvin Hamann placed thirty-
fi fth with a personal best of 18:24.
 In the womens’ 5000m race, 
freshman Kennedy Allen fi nished 
in fi rst place, clocking in at 18:53, 
outrunning the second place fi nisher 
by over a minute, and establishing 

her number one 
spot in  conference. 
Sophomore Brynne 
Merkley placed 
twentieth with 
a season best of 
21:18, placing her as 
18th in conference.  
Freshman Stephanie 
Wood placed 
twenty-sixth with 
a personal record 
of 22 minutes. 
Freshman Rikka 
Gustey and senior 
Margo Rutledge 
respectively fi nished 
thirty-second and 

thirty-third, timed at 22:33 and 22:36. 
 Overall, 18 Scots set new 
personal records.

sent to The Associated Press in August. 
“The toll this has taken on my family and 
my work for our foundation and on me 
leads me to where I am today – fi nished 
with this nonsense.”
 This hardly seems like a strong 
enough statement to strip such an inspi-
rational athlete, or anyone else for that 
matter, of seven prestigious champion-
ship titles.There comes a point in every 
human being’s life when they have to 
say enough is enough, and Armstrong 
certainly should not face repercussions 
for not allowing these drug accusations 
to further control both himself and his 
family. 
 To me, Armstrong will always re-
main a truly inspirational fi gure, which 
he deserves to be.

Weightroom to 
get make-over

All athletic 
grade checks
undergo change
 Beginning this year all 
sports programs will have  ath-
letes complete grade checks at 
the same time.
 In previous years, sports 
programs required grade 
checks, however, they were 
not all completed at once. The 
new system is expected to be 
less stressful for teachers. For 
fall, all sports programs will 
complete grade checks for the 
week of Sep. 24-28, Oct. 8-12 
and Oct. 22-26. Some sports 
programs may complete grade 
checks more often, however, 
all programs will be conducting 
grade checks on these dates

 Thanks to the school 
improvement bond passed 
May 15, the weightroom 
will be undergoing a make-
over which will help reduce 
injuries and make equipment 
easier to utilize. 
 The makeover will in-
clude five shock-absorbant 
track lanes for running, 
high density flooring in  
the weights area, four more 
weight stations, and eight 
double-rack weight racks. 
 “We’re going to have the 
best weight room in the state of 
Oregon,” said weights teacher 
Josh Dill. “We’re lucky to 
have such a great superinten-
dent who cares about P.E. and 
athletics.” 

Coaches
wanted

CARLSON

KELLEBREW

 There is currently an 
opening for a girls’ freshman/
JV2 basketball coach, as well 
as the varsity baseball coach 
at the high school.
 Anyone interested in the 
basketball coaching position 
who has some variation of 
coaching and playing experi-
ence is encouraged to send a 
resume to head girls’ basket-
ball coach Mike Costello.
 Anyone interested in the 
baseball coaching position 
who has at least three years of 
high school coaching experi-
ence and is NFHS certifi ed 
is encouraged to submit a re-
sume, along with three recom-
mendation letters, to athletic 
director Stan Woodfi ll.    

 The football team clipped the 
wings of the Centennial Eagles on 
Sep.  22. with a convincing  39-21 
win. 
 Centennial scored fi rst with 
a rushing touchdown, starting the 
game 7-0.  The Scots then returned 
the favor when senior starting 
quarterback Tim Patrick hit senior 
widereceiver Kyle Miller, who 
dove into the end zone just enough 
for the ball to break the plane, 
ending the fi rst quarter 7-7.
 The Scots started off the 
second quarter when senior fullback 
Zach Brewer forced and recovered 
a fumble. Junior second string 
quarterback Henry Vu, subbing  for 
Patrick, ran the ball in himself for 
the next touchdown.  
The Scots nearly doubled up the 
Eagles in the second quarter, 13-7, 
making the game 20-14 at the half. 
 The Scots returned from 
halftime in a big way when junior 
running back Andre Reasno 
stripped the ball and ran 50 yards  
all the way down to the 8-yard line. 
He fi nished this play by running  in 
for the touchdown himself,  ending 

the third quarter 
with a score of 19-
7, Douglas.
  Senior  defensive 
lineman  Anthony 
Brown sacked 
the Centennial 
q u a r t e r b a c k , 
rattling him. The 
very next play the 
Eagles threw an 
interception  to 
senior linebacker 
Alipate Tuitavake, 
who ran it back 35 
yards. The Scots 
then advanced 
26 yards on the 

Eagles when Reasno broke a run. A 
David Douglas�WRXFKGRZQ�TXLFNO\�
IROORZHG�ZKHQ�3DWULFN�UDQ�WKH�EDOO�
LQ�KLPVHOI��7KLV�ZDV�WRR�PXFK�IRU�
WKH�(DJOHV��DQG�WKH�6FRWV�UHFRUGHG�
WKHLU�VHFRQG�ZLQ�RI�WKH�\HDU��PDNLQJ�
them 2-1.
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Water polo dominates Barlow
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 Volleyball struggles against Barlow

DANI JONES
staff reporter

at a
MHC

GLANCE

Senior Paige Martin prepares to serve the ball. The volleyball team lost all 
three games to Barlow.                                                                    Photo by Jazzmen Griffi n                                                                          

Girls’ soccer falls short to Centennial

RECORDS

ZAC SHOMLER   
FOOTBALL

BRITTANY WHEELESS
CHEERLEADING

MEDINA CERIC
staff reporter

FOOTBALL           2-2
VOLLEYBALL                   2-5                    
B. SOCCER                        1-2
G. SOCCER               1-2
B. WATER POLO   N/A
G. WATER POLO              N/A 
B. CROSS COUNTRY        0-2              
G. CROSS COUNTRY        0-2

FOOTBALL:                VOLLEYBALL:      
1. DDHS 1. CCHS
2. GHS 2. RHS
3. RHS    3. SMA
                               
B.WATER POLO:        G. SOCCER:
1. GHS 1. SMA
2. RHS 2. GHS 
3. SMA 3. CHS
 
B.SOCCER:              G.WATER POLO:
1.BHS 1.BHS
2.GHS 2.DDHS
3.DDHS 3.SHS                           

B. XC: G. XC
1.GHS  1.RHS
2.HRV 2.GHS
3.RHS 3.SMA
   

PLAYERS
OF THE
MONTH

JV 

Boys’ soccer triumphs over Eagles
GABBY KUPFER 

staff reporter

Junior Melisa Kaltak steals the ball from the opposing team. The girls’ soccer 
team lost to Centennial by only one goal.                                 Photo courtesy Kristi Walter

Game @ 7:00 Tickets & Shirt $16

Homecoming Game & Dance

Dance @ 9:00 Tickets $10.00

      It’s not that the girls’ soccer 
team didn’t have shots on goal, 
it’s that none of them happened 
to go in, losing 1-0 from a goal 
scored in the third minute by 
Centennial. 
       Senior Goalkeeper Breanna 
Fanning made a great save in 
the 17 minute. The Scots had 
their first attempt in the 20 min-
ute by senior Forward Cassidy 
Bean. Bean also had another 
shot on goal in the 30 minute. 
Douglas had their first corner 
in the 26 minute taken by senior 
Forward Emily Ramirez-Nunez. 
Ramiez also had a shot from the 
goal line that was impressive. 
Douglas’ first subbing of the 
game was in the 30 minute with 
senior Midfielder Jociana Clark 
coming into the game. Fanning 

m a d e  a n o t h e r 
solid save in the 
32 minute fol-
lowed by another 
corner shot from 
Ramirez. Clark 
had an attempt 
off of the corner 
in the 32 min-
ute that was just 
short of goal. In 
the 37 minute

To start the 
s e c o n d  h a l f , 
s o p h o m o r e 
Ta m e i a  Wa r d 
s tepped in for 
Fann ing ,  who 
was recovering 
from a leg injury. 

In the second minute of the half, 
the Eagles had a shot on goal, 
but it was saved by Ward. Bean 
had another shot on goal in the 
eighth minute.

Boys’ water polo dominated 
Barlow on Sep. 18, winning 18-9. 

The team scored fi ves times in 
the fi rst period alone, goal makers 
including senior Blake Dressel, junior 
Sam Redwine-Hixson who scored 
twice, junior Lucky Le, and senior 
Leland Miller. 

Miller scored fi rst in the second 
period, followed by the Bruins, then 
another Redwine-Hixson was made, 
ending the fi rst half 8-4.   

Three quick Douglas goals 
started the third period, the Bruins 
scoring  as well. The third period 
ended 14-6.

Redwine-Hixson scored the fi rst 
and fi nal point of the fi nal period, 
ending the game 18-9. 

Boys’ soccer celebrated a 3-2 win 
over the Hood River Eagles at home 
on Sep. 20. 

The game started with several 
quick ball exchanges. In less than two 
minutes the referee called a Doug-
las handball, quickly followed by a 
sophomore goalie Oscar Avalos save. 
The game proceeded with multiple 
Hood River attempts at goal, but the 
Scots’ defense stopped them each time. 
Hood River increased its offense and 

scored a goal, but Avalos made two 
more saves before the fi rst half ended 
1-0, Eagles.

Douglas started the third by tying 
Hood River with a freshman mid-
fi elder Edgar Resendiz goal. The Scots 
continued the attack when sophomore 
defender Carlos Bravo scored, then 
senior forward Victor Sanchez scored 
with a junior forward Orlando Garcia 
assist. 

“They showed a lot of composure 
for the fi rst time this season and [it 
made] a big difference,” said coach 
Lohan Marquardt.  

 

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter

FANNING

RAMIREZ-
NUNEZ

 The volleyball team faced 
defeat, winning zero of three 
games in a sep. 20 home match 
against the Sam Barlow Bruins.
 Barlow served first, getting 
a kill for the first point of the 
first game. Senior Tess Kuehl 
stuffed a spike from the Bruins, 
giving a side out to the Scots. 
A pass from senior Hannah 
Conlon to senior  Paige Martin 
set up a kill for junior Jordan 
Keeney. Kuehl tipped the ball 
and Barlow couldn’t get the ball 
back over. A long rally ended 
the first game with Scots down 
12-25.
    Sophomore Ashley Carlberg 
made the first serve of the second 
game. Barlow freed the ball over, 
then Kuehl put the ball away. A 
kill for Barlow gave them a point. 

Senior Nikita Morgan served, 
then Barlow gained possession 
off a spike. Bruins touched the 
net, giving a side out to the 
Scots. Towards the end of the 
match Martin aced her serve, but 
Barlow came out on top, 14-25.
      Kuehl returned the first 
Barlow serve of the third game 
with a kill, and blocked a hit 
from Barlow. An in-the-net serve 
caused Barlow to gain posses-
sion. Conlon made a pass to 
Martin who set up a kill for 
Keeney, but Barlow blocked the 
ball. Barlow couldn’t get a touch 
back over the net. Keeney served 
but Barlow returned it with a 
spike. The last game ended with 
the Scots down 7-25
      “They stayed positive,” said 
head coach Janeen  . “Barlow is a 
tough team, but we still competed 
with them to the very end. I’m 
proud of them.”
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Fluoridated water

Colleges visit with new format
SUSANNAH HOTOVEC

staff reporter

University of Oregon representative Joelle Goodwin gives senior Suprina Koirala information 
about U of O. Visitations attracted a multitude of college-bound students.      Photo by Daniel Huynh AP test results at 52 percent

ALEXA MEDIANO
staff reporter

Football team Spreads the Red
 The varsity football team held its second 
annual “Spread the Red” blood drive on Aug. 
9 in the south cafeteria. 
 Over 70 signed up, but only half of that 
numbered donated blood.
 The coaches wanted the players to give 
back to the community, a decision made 
in July of 2011. They partnered with the 
American Red Cross “Red for Life” program. 
During the first blood drive, 36 players 
participated. Of those 36, 35 had donated 
previously.

 The American Red cross reached its 
donation goal with the drive.
 The football team was named a “Hero” 
by the American Red Cross last February. 
The team was also recognized at the annual 
Breakfast of Champions event at the Portland 
Expo Center. 
 “The need for blood is constant, and 
I would encourage everyone to donate 
if they’re able,” said assistant coach Jeff 
Centoni.
 The fi rst drive took place on Nov. 1. 
2011. The second on May 23, 2012. Students 
wanting to donate in the future must be 16 
and have parental permission.

 A total of 464 students participated in 
AP testing last year, with 277 passing.
 “I like [the passing percentage],” said 
assistant principal John Murray. “It was one 
of our goals from a few years ago when we 
fi rst started having AP classes to have more 
kids and have our average stay the same. 
Now, we have hundreds who did as well as 
the small group before. They are getting a 
ton of credit.”  
 Advanced Placement testing began on 
May 7 with Chemistry and ended on May 
18 with Human Geography. During that 

time, the most common score was a three, 
achieved by 130 students. The least common 
score was a fi ve, with 47 students obtaining 
the highest score.
 “We have AP teachers go to workshops 
to help their students,” Murray said. “If kids 
listen to their teachers and keep up, they 
should be able to pass.”
    AP classes started in 2005 with 16 
students, four students acquiring the highest 
score, a four. In 2006, 21 students took part, 
their highest score being a tie between a 
three and a four, with six students scoring 
each. In 2011, 463 students took AP tests, the 
highest score a four, with 65 students, one 
above the next highest score, a three.

20:12HLDR 4G 65%

NEW MESSAGE

 PSAT testing will occur on 
Oct. 20 in the Social Studies 
Building for the price of $20.00. 
Sophomores test for free, along 
with juniors on free and reduced 
lunch. The test starts at 8:00 a.m., 
but students are advised to arrive 
by 7:30 a.m. Students planning to 
take the test must register with the 
bookkeeper by Oct. 18. 

PSAT testing 
Oct. 20, $20

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

  Gresham, Tigard, and Tualatin water 
districts are also affected by this decision, as they 
buy water from Portland. Gresham has been 
the most vocal, and has been disappointed with 
Portland for not sharing plans until commissioners 
went public on their decision.
 Proponents state that fl uoride in Portland’s 
water will reduce cavities in young children. 
They also point out that low-income families do 
not have access to the dental care children need. 
Fluoride is endorsed by many medical groups, 
including the American Medical Association, 
the Centers for Disease Control, the National 
Institutes of Health, and Kaiser Permanente.
 Opponents state that City Council rushed into 
a decision before allowing the public to vote. They 
had 30 days to collect 20,000 signatures in order 
to overturn City Council’s decision and place it 
before a public vote in May 2014 two months 
after the targeted date in March of 2014. They 
are also concerned about possible side effects of 
fl uoride. Studies in China suggested a connection 
between increased rates of birth defects in villages 
using fl uoridated water. 
 A point of consensus, however, is that 
fl uoridated water is no substitute for proper dental 
hygiene. Parents are still responsible for their 
children’s teeth regardless of what’s in the water.

Former David Douglas Woods teacher Jeff Reardon, who retired last year after 10 years 
of service, is running for Oregon House District #48.                            Photo courtesy dailykos.com

CHRIS STEVENS
US AMBASSADOR TO LIBYA

1960-2012

 Former Woods teacher and school board 
member Jeff Reardon is running for state 
representative of the Oregon House District 
#48.
 Reardon, who retired at the end of last 
year, taught at the high school for 10 years, 
not including his time on the school board, 
on which he served from 1987 to 1998 while 
working 21 years for Tectronix Inc. He also 
taught at Parkrose as a technical arts teacher. 
 Reardon, who is running as a Democrat, 
is using his experience within the education 
system to his benefit. He defeated 10-
year representative Mike Schaufl er for the 
Democratic nomination, primarily due 
to Schaufler’s involvement in political 

controversies. Reardon is an advocate for 
education, but is also concerned with the 
Oregon environment, and is hoping to 
promote manufacturing of clean energy. 
 Born in Kelso, WA, Reardon relocated 
to Oregon as a Vietnam War-era veteran. He 
received his bachelor’s degree in education 
from Western Washington University, funding 
his education with help from the GI Bill. He 
was the fi rst in his family to graduate from 
college. Reardon has lived in East Portland 
with his wife Annete for years, and has sent 
two children to Douglas schools, including 
his daughter Tiffany, who is a Highlander 
alumni. 
 Reardon has the support of former 
governor Barbara Roberts, current Oregon 
State Representative Jules Bailey, and the 
Oregon Education Association. 

  Utilizing a new format for the high 
school, eight Oregon colleges and universities 
came to David Douglas on Sep. 25 to talk 
to juniors and seniors about attending their 
schools.

The fi rst meeting, 8:30-9:10 a.m., was in 
the PAC followed by a general information 
meeting from 9:10-9:30 a.m. Individual 
college sessions were held from 9:40-10:15 
a.m. and 10:25-11:00 a.m. in the north 
building. 

Representatives also met with students 
during individual sessions throughout the 
day. Portland State was briefi ng students in 
the PAC for the fi rst session only. Eastern 
Oregon was in the library conference room. 
Oregon State was in the west part of the 
library. OSU’s Cascades Campus was in the 
east part of the library. Western was in room 
119.  Oregon Institute of Technology was in 
room 120. Southern Oregon was in room 121, 
and U of O was in room 168.

“ It was helpful because it prepares us for 
the next step into the real world,” said senior 
Raymond Tang.

SUN
Fall Session

Starts Oct. 15

Sign up in the  

PDLQ�RIÀ�FH�RU�
room 121
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