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Sophomore performs
on FOX morning show

MEDINA CERIC
staff reporter

Students learned how to 
be successful counsel-
ors at the Outdoor Sch-
ool workshop.

Seniors Josh LaMarr and Ian Booth rehearse a scene from “How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying,” which will be performed in the PAC Nov. 9, 10, 
11, 15, 16, 17, and 18.                                                     Photo by  Gabby Kupfer

SERINA FAST HORSE
staff reporter

Online printing goals not met

See SKYLINE Page 12
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Varsity football falls to
 Grant 36-20 at senior 
night on Oct. 19.

Don’t know much about 
the Presidential candid-
ates? Get informed and choose 
a side.

Musical to cash in on laughs

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter
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Take a look at boys’ water
polo results in a tournam-
ent to raise money for a DDHS 
graduate diagnosed with Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis.

Sophomore Alyssa St. Peters, along with other musi-
cians for My Voice Music, performed Oct. 4 on FOX 
morning news.                   Photo courtesy of MVM Facebook page
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The district’s virtual printing service, 
Skyline, has been steadily improving in us-
age, but is still below district expectations. 

“More people are defi nitely using it,” 
said district communications director Dan 
McCue.

Since the 2011-12 school year, teachers 
order prints through Skyline, a service similar 
to purchasing an item online. The item that 
the teacher wants copied is sent digitally 

through Skyline as a PDF. The order is then 
printed in the district’s print shop, depending 
on urgency, which ranges from “urgent” to as 
far in the future as possible. After the order is 
printed, it is sent to the schools twice a day 
via the district’s pony mail system. 

The switch was made at the cost of 
$250,000 in hopes of saving a total of $750,000 
over the contract span of fi ve years. 

“In the first year of this, we saved 
[$43,894],” said McCue.

The amount of money saved depends 
on the percentage of prints going to the print 

shop, which completes about 100 jobs per day, as 
it costs approximately two tenths of a cent cheaper 
than prints made by the Xerox copiers in the book-
room and library. Multiplied by the 25 million an-
nual prints, the price adds up. That number jumped 
from 19 million prints two years ago.

“David Douglas School District is at the 
high end of copies per student in the state,” said 
superintendent Don Grotting.

No schools have met the district’s goal of 70 
percent of prints printed through Skyline. How-

 Sophomore Alyssa St. Peters performed on the 
FOX 12 morning news on Oct. 4 as part of the My 
Voice Music featurette. 

 The Portland-based, non-profi t organization My 
Voice Music, or MVM, specializes in programs aimed 
to get young people involved in music and perform-
ing as a way of self expression. MVM classes teach 
students to express themselves through song writing, 
playing instruments, and singing. 

 St. Peters is a current volunteer and student at 
MVM. She learns at and helps run a rock band camp 
that the organization offers for students who are ad-

opted and have dealt with drug and alcohol abuse. 
 “My Voice Music teaches you a way to put 

your feelings into a song and the staff and volunteers 
do anything to help you heal,” said St. Peters.

 She was introduced to the program through  
junior Christian Rodriguez, another DDHS student, 
who will also be a part of a new SUN class on Tues-
days and Thursdays that focuses on song writing. 
Both the class and MVM are free. 

 “My Voice Music is amazing,” said St. Peters. 
“It’s an incredible environment full of acceptance. I 
strongly recommend it based on my love for music 
and the people in it. It’s a place where you can 
completely be yourself. Like I said, we are very 
supportive and there for each other.”

 How often do employees 
want to make it in business with 
very little effort? The fall musi-
cal “How to Succeed in Busi-
ness Without Really Trying,” 
opening Nov. 9 in the Howard 
Horner Performing Arts Center 
and directed by drama instructor 
Judy LeCoq, satirizes this while 
combining romance, comedy, 
song, and dance.
 The musical, written by 
Frank Loesser and Abe Bur-
rows, is a satire of the business 
world. It’s based on the Shepard 
Mead book by the same name. 
The musical was originally pre-
sented by Cy Feuer and Ernest 
H. Martin, in association with 
Frank Productions, and won the 
1962 Pulitzer Prize for Drama.
 “How to Succeed in Busi-
ness Without Really Trying” 
has fun with office relationships 
and how hard employees work, 
along with how the world of 
business tends to turn inside-out 

twice before it can even start. 
 Auditions for “How to Suc-
ceed in Business Without Really 
Trying” took place during the 
first week of school, resulting in 
40 cast members, 30 pit orches-
tra musicians, and 15 students 
backstage and in the booth as 
part of the technical crew. 
 The $12,000-$16,000 bud-
get for the musical will have 
to be paid back through ticket 
sales. The rights to the music 
alone cost $3,500.
 The musical will run Nov. 9, 
10, 15, 16, and 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
and then Nov. 11-18 matinees 
at 2:30 p.m. Adult tickets are 
$10.00 while student and senior 
tickets cost $7.00.  
 “The goal this year is to 
raise $300 per night on average,” 
said drama instructor and box 
office manager Michael Givler. 
 Box office hours are Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Tickets will 
also be on sale one hour before 
each  show, pending availabil-
ity.

•43-year-old Austrian
•Broke sound barrier
•Broke record for 
 highest free fall (24 mi)
•Broke record for
 highest balloon fl ight
•Jumped from 55 
 story tall, ultra-thin 
 Helium balloon.
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Homecoming theme brings dead back to life  

SUN celebrates its second year at Douglas
JOSE DELGADO LOPEZ

staff reporter

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter

DANI JONES
staff reporter
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New state test to replace OAKS in 2015                                          
Chris Tinker, a case manager and partner of the SUN program, who helps 
freshman students, handed out fliers to juniors Bre Vllacruzes and Anita Eang                                                                                    
Photo by Serina Fast Horse

Senior zombies Nicole Ross (left) and Tanner Booth came to life in their English class while celebrating 
“Laser Apocalypse Zombie” Wednesday during Homecoming Week.                                    Photo by Advisor

 Schools Uniting Neighbor- 
hoods, or SUN, an organization 
that provides after school activities 
and other community assistance 
through schools K-12, is starting 
its second year at Douglas.
 SUN will provide a 
centralized system for after school 
clubs and activities. They will 
also provide structure to the after 
school setting, including dinner 
for students who participate in 
after school clubs. 
 “SUN builds a sense of 
community, its not just isolated 
clubs,” said SUN coordinator CJ 
Mead.
 SUN will allow for a  more 
streamlined way for students to 
find out exactly what is happening 
after school and the clubs and 
activities that are offered. The 
process of starting a club will be 
similar to last year. The process 
starts with finding like minded 
students or other students who 
are interested in the idea, then 
they can talk to SUN staff, and 
work with staff to promote the 
club. Clubs that were not a part 
of SUN will not change, after 
entering the SUN umbrella. The 

only difference is a requirement 
of filling out a form that can be 
picked up at the SUN office, room 
121, or in the attendence office.
 SUN provides access to 
healthy food through food boxes, 
referrals for rental assistance, 
and transitional housing. They 
are also working as the bridge 
between community agencies 
and the school, providing a 
centralized point person for 
outside agencies. SUN also 
hopes to bridge the gap between 
schools and the community. 
There are plans to start an adult 
yoga class, and a monthly latino 
parent meeting.
 The SUN system provides 
after school activities and other 
community assistance for 64 
elementary, middle, and high 
schools. The program was 
established in 1998 and currently 
serves seven other high schools 
including, Fir Ridge, Parkrose, 
Madison, Franklin, Roosevelt, and 
Gresham, with the goal at every 
school to be a SUN School. SUN 
is funded through the Multnomah 
County, the City of Portland, 
and community organizations, 
like the Immigrant and Refugee 
Community Organization, and 
Metropolitan Family Services.

Students zapped into action during Sep. 
24-28,  2012 “Laser Apocalypse” Homecoming 
Week. 
    On “Mismatched” Monday, an a.m. 
Homecoming assembly began the week 
where the Homecoming Court nominees were 
announced. This included seniors Jeremiah 
Baker, Megan Bier, Ryan Carpenter, Sami 
Ferris, Tess Kuehl, Chance Linn, Kyle Miller, 
Kevin Ryan, Becky Jo Schuchart, Elettra Tran, 
Brenda Van, and Wiley Wolfe. 
    “Elderly and Dress Like A Teacher” 
Tuesday had students roaming the halls with 
wigs, walkers, glasses, and pencil skirts.
    During “Zombie and Zombie Survivor” 
Wednesday, students trudged through school 
with fake blood, makeup, and tattered 
clothing.
    “Superhero” Thursday students appeared 
in capes, masks, and costumes.
   “Tee-shirt and Red Out” Friday ended 
the week with students in school colors and 
Homecoming tees. A p.m. Homecoming 

assembly followed, included a performance 
from the varsity cheerleaders and the Tams 
dance team.
  “Homecoming is a tradition to bring 
alumni, friends, and community members and 
to just get excited about the school year,“ said 
activities director Eric Wadsworth.

The $5.00 dinner that Olive Garden 
donated began from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the 
south cafeteria. Following that was the varsity 
football game at the Palermini Stadium against 
the Barlow Bruins. Carpenter and Bier were 
crowned as Homecoming King and Queen 
during halftime of the 12-14 defeat. Lasers 
and music filled the south cafeteria at the 
Homecoming Dance ending at 11:00 p.m.

The dance room was decorated in black 
plastic and a cityscape with strobe lights and a 
fog machine, which had the fire alarms set in 
test mode. Music was provided by Blackboard 
Music Company’s DJ “Zeek”. No food was 
available at the dance, but water bottles were 
sold outside the cafeteria.

“On a scale from 1-10, the dance would 
have to be an 11,” said Wadsworth beforehand. 
“Let’s make it cool and memorable.”  

 The Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) 
will no longer be requiredstarting with the 2016 freshman class 
nor will it exist, as it is being replaced by the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium.
 The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium is a collection 
of over 30 states that have worked as a group since 2009 to 
develop a student assessment system in English and math classes 
that fits to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The CCSS 
is a foundation that gives a clear consensus on what students are 
expected to learn by graduation.
 The program is said to provide important information and 
tools for both teachers and students to improve instruction and 
help students succeed.
 According to CTB/McGraw-Hill president Ellen Haley, 
“The Common Core State Standards hold the incredible promise 
of preparing all of our students for post-secondary success.”
 With new testing comes new assignments. Students taking 
the Smarter Balanced Assessment will be asked to watch a video, 

read a short story, read an article, look over researched statistics, 
answer three questions regarding all the information given, and 
ultimately write an argumentative essay.
 All testing will be handled during two separate days. Each 
half being 85 minutes long. 
 The first day is designated for reading and watching the video 
also answering three questions that will be graded. The second 
day students must plan out and write their argumentative essay.
 Students are encouraged to take notes during the two days, so 
they can refer back to them as students write their argumentative 
essay. Students will also be able to go back through any of the 
sources as often as they desire.
 As the Smarter Balanced Assessment comes to David 
Douglas, the assesment will challenge students to understand 
information in multiple different forms. The new testing system 
requires students to comprehend and write informational pieces 
of work, which students nationwide have struggled with.
 “I think the Smarter Balanced approach is more specific, 
more thorough, and more challenging and that’s not necessarily 
a bad thing.” said English teacher Dottie Miller.” At first it’ll be 
challenging for kids, then it’ll be good for the kids.” 

A rat was recently sighted 
in the north cafeteria, and on 
Sep. 7, a bat was found in the 
west stairwell of the North 
Gym.   

The students spotted 
the small black rat just after 
morning breakfast, jumping 
and standing on the cafeteria 
tables. 

“The high school boys 
were screaming like girls on 
top of the tables,” said head 
custodian Ron Johnson.

 Custodians then cornered 
and captured the animal. The 
rat ran to the custodian’s feet as 
if it wanted to be picked up, a 
common behavior of pet rats.  

“Other than this rat, I have 
not seen any rats or bats at this 
school,” said custodian Janelle 
Burns.

Custodians believe that 
this was a pet rat, released by 
students as they have never 
seen a rat and because of its 
unusually small size. “This is 
not a sewer rat,” said Burns. 

To catch the rat, custodians 
placed a box over the rodent

The bat was seen flying in 
the west stair well of the north 
gym. Custodians believe the 
doors were left open and the 
bat flew into the gym. There 
was concern that the bat would 
set off the motion detecting 
alarm, but  was caught before 
the alarm could go off. 

 “The rat and the bat were 
removed from the area, and 
properly disposed of,” said 
Burns.

Bats do not often reside 
or fly into buildings, but there 
are several bats living in the 
Portland area.  Big Brown 
Bats and Little Brown Bats are 
the species most likely to be 
spotted in the city. 

However, rats are very 
common creatures that can 
easily make a home in large 
buildings like schools. 
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Blind guests share stories

Banned Books Week celebrates free speech
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Saxton 
appointed 
new role

SUSANNAH HOTOVEC
sports editor

English teacher Dottie Miller teaches a unit on To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper 
Lee, one of the novels on the banned books list. Her Advanced English II class 
studies the award winning classic each year.                                  Photo by Daniel Huynh

RACHEL MCKAY
staff reporter

DDHS awarded $30,000 Chalkboard grant

  Sue Jepson and Judy Scneider, visting David Douglas from the Centennial Lion’s Club, share with students the life of 
a blind person. Health teachers Angela Nurre’s and Staci Heath’s classes participated.              Photo by Tierra Johansen

Banned Books Week gave 
Oregonians a chance to celebrate 
their right to value free expression 
by hosting events all around the 
state from Sep. 30 to Oct. 6. 

Banned Books Week began in 
1982 responding to the increased 
complaints against books. Afraid 
for First Amendment infringements, 
“Banned Books Week” was 
created by concerned citizens 
around the nation. The challenges 
were being issued against books 
in schools, libraries, and even 
private bookstores. Due to efforts 
of libraries and the American Civil 
Liberties Union, banning books is 
more difficult than 30 years ago. 

The ACLU is dedicated to 
maintaining freedoms iterated in 
our Constitution and Amendments. 
They sent David Douglas buttons 
that read, “I read banned books”, 
and posted a list of events going on 
through the state of Oregon online.

“I think it’s good to bring 
awareness to our First Amendment 

right to read without government 
restrictions,” said librarian Lisa 
Just. “As a parent I want to guide 
my child’s reading choices, but 
I should not be able to take away 
other parents’ rights to decide what 
their child can and cannot read.”

A book that is challenged 
usually contains offensive material. 
Whether it be “sexually explicit”, 
“unsuited to any age group”, or have 
“offensive language”, many adults 
believe some books’ content should 
not be available to the public. 

The formal challenge begins 
when a group of teachers, parents, 
and administrators sharing 
motivation for banning the book 
due to material content join and go 
before a board of administrators 
and teachers. They all read the book 
and discuss whether it it should be 
banned. After a final verdict, the 
book is either removed from the 
challenging school or library or the 
challenge is vetoed and the book 
stays.

Last year’s books included To 
Kill a Mockingbird, Brave New 
World, and The Hunger Games. 

Native Oregonian and 
educator Rob Saxton was the first  
appointed Deputy Superintendent 
of Public Instruction by Governor 
John Kitzhaber, and was formally 
confirmed by the Oregon Senate 
on Sep. 14. 

Saxton will oversee the 
education of approximately half 
a million students, in 1,200 public 
and charter schools.

 Saxton is working with 
Chief Education Officer Rudy 
Crew on bringing changes to the 
state’s education system to better 
coordinate services, supports, and 
funding from pre-kindergarten 
through higher education. 
He will also assist the state in 
reaching its 40-40-20 goal. The 
Oregon Department of Education 
would like 40 percent of all 
graduates to go to a four year 
university, the other 40 perecent 
to go to community college or an 
apprenticeship program, and 20 
percent to go into the workforce 
with the skills needed to succeed.   

Saxton’s priorities include 
implementation of the Common 
Core State Standards and the new 
common assessment, helping 
students enter school ready to 
learn, continuing focus on literacy 
and closing the achievement gap. 

“Research shows that if 
students aren’t able to read at 
grade level by the third grade, their 
chance is 60 percent greater of 
not graduating from high school,” 
said DDSD superintendent Don 
Grotting. “If you can’t read in 
middle school or high school, it is 
going to be more difficult to pass 
classes.” 

This year David Douglas was one of few schools to be awarded a 
$30,000 Chalkboard grant for teachers and administrators.

The grant has four goals and objectives: First is performance 
and evaluation improvement for teachers and administrations. The 
second is career pathways, finding 
teacher leadership and voices all around 
the school. The third is meaningful and 
useful professional development, and the 
fourth is compensation, or how the district 
compensates teachers and leaders.

The grant is a part of the Creative Leadership Achieves Success 
Leadership Team. There are currently nearly 159,000 students and 
7,700 Oregon teachers in 23 school districts that have been a part of 
the CLASS Leadership Team. Additional districts have participated in 
approaching school districts to join the project. The grant will support 
the work of the design team. It also covers how standards will be 

developed. Senate Bill 252 enacted during the 2011 legislative session 
creates requirements for educator evaluation including the Model Core 
Teaching and Educational Leadership and Administrator Standards.

The school board must adopt core teaching standards and 
administrator standards by July 1, 2013, a process based on 
the collaboration of teachers. This process will strengthen the 
knowledge, skills, dispositions and classroom and administrative 

practices of the teacher and 
administrators. The CLASS group 
includes elementary, middle, and high 
school teachers and administrators 
from all three, and superintendents 
and staff from the district office. 

The grant will help pay for substitutes and extra work outside of 
a contract day. 

Senate Bill 252 will also provide funding for eligible school 
districts. It should improve student learning through voluntary 
collaboration of teachers and administrators. The legislative session 
will focus on parts of the No Child Left Behind Act. 

 Centennial Lions Club mem-
bers Judy Scneider, Michelle 
Maltby, President Sue Jepson, and 
Gloria Libby were guests on Oct. 
8 in health teachers’ Angela Nurre 
and Staci Heath’s fifth and sixth 
period classes, where they spoke 
about their experiences as blind 
and visually impaired women.
 The four women talked to 
students about the everyday chal-
lenges they encounter from being 
blind. Scneider did most of the 
talking and told what she went 
through in living a blind life. She 
read off her presentation in braile. 
Scneider graduated from Madison 
High School and attended Portland 
Community College. She shared 
the religious values that helped her 
through the many obstacles that 
came with being blind and trying 
to live a normal life. 
 Maltby was born premature 
and went blind from too much ox-
ygen in the incubator. As well as 
blindness, Scneider was born with 
Cerebral Palsy
 From the visit, students also 

learned what it was like to have to 
read and learn braile through ABC 
cards the women gave out. Libby 
wrote out every student’s name.
 Lion’s Club is the largest ser-
vice organization in the world. The 
Centennial branch is unique in that 
the majority of its members are vi-
sually impaired or blind.
 “I believe having theses ladies 
come talk to my class was very en-
lightening for my students,” said 
Nurre.
 The visit was exclusive to 
the high school. North Cafeteria 
kitchen attendant Judy Jones ap-
proached Nurre with the idea of 
inviting the women to speak to her 
classes as a way to supplement the 
curriculum. Heath’s and Nurre’s 
health classes were going through 
a geriatrics unit at the time. Nurre 
requires students to spend time 
working with the community’s el-
derly. The time requirement is six 
one hour periods, and six hours in 
total. 
 “If a student wants to be a 
doctor, one in three patients will be 
an elderly person, so they should 
know how to communicate and in-
teract with them,” said Nurre.

“There are currently nearly 159,000 
students and 7,700 Oregon teachers in 23 
school districts that have been a part of 
the CLASS Leadership Team.”
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1. How many total 
    debates took place 
    this election year?
a. Two
b. Three
c. Four
d. Five

2.The fi rst Presiden-
tial debate was on 
what date?
a. October 16th
b. November 1st
c. October 3rd
d. September 30th

3. Who was the 
moderator for the 
second Presidential 
debate?
a. Martha Raddatz
b. Candy Crowley
c. Bob Schieffer
d. Jim Lehrer

4. Mitt Romney is a 
a. Democrat
b. Republican
c. Independant
d. None of the above

5. What state did Mitt 
Romney govern?
a. Massachusetts
b. Idaho
c. Alabama
d. California

6. What state did 
Barack Obama repre-
sent as a senator?
a. Delaware 
b. New York
c. Illinois
d. Florida

7. How much money 
did Mitt Romney 
make in 2011? 
a. $167,000
b. $56.2 billion
c. $5.00
d. $21.6 million

8. Which Sesame 
Street character did 
Mitt Romney refer-
ence during the First 
Presidential Debate?  
a. Big Bird
b. Elmo
c. The Cookie Monster
d. Oscar the Grouch

9. How many living 
children does Mitt 
Romney have? 
a. Four
b. Seven
c. Three
d. One

10. How many 
children does Presi-
dent Obama have? 
a. Two
b. Three 
c. Four 
d. Seven

11. How long can a 
President serve? 
a. Two terms 
b. Four terms
c. One term
d. Three terms

12. How many Presi-
dential debates were 
there?
a. Two
b. Three
c. Four
d. One

13. True or False, 
most pundits agree 
that Mitt Romney 
won the fi rst Presi-
dential debate.
a. True
b. False

someone that you should 
leave them alone and do not 
pick on them or make them feel 
worthless. I moved here about 
a month ago. Where I used to 
live, it was a huge problem 
and many kids, high schoolers, 
and even adults tried to com-
mit suicide and some actually 
did. It is very sad just because 
some people have or want to be 
rude in person, on the internet, 
or even through other people. 
The ones that are being bullied 
usually end their life or are 
permanently depressed. 
Sophomore
Jasmin Rush 

the 2012 

election

“Gangnam Style” inappropriate

“I hate irony. It’s always so—true.” Stepping     
Into 
Sunshine
Inna Vavilina

MY TURN

RUHAMA 
DIMBORÉ

“The problem is, 
youth around the 

nation believe that 
their vote doesn’t 

count.”

ing is habit forming, and therefore 
when youth begin to vote at an 
earlier age, we are more likely to 
continue to vote and participate 
in politics when we are older. 
Because of this, getting young 
people to vote at an earlier age 
is key to a new generation of vot-
ers. When more youth vote at an 
early age, the amount of voters 
will most likely increase, as they 
are bound to vote the following 
years.
 Elections are decided by the 
amount of people who show up 
at the polls. Senior citizens are 
usually happy on the decision on 
who is elected President. This is 
because senior citizens have the 
highest voter turnout rate in the 
States. In the 2008 presidential 
elections, approximately 61 
percent of citizens 65 and older 
were reported casting their votes 
in the polls. This was the best 
voter turnout of any of the age 
groups in that particular year. 
The problem is youth around 
the nation believe that their vote 
doesn’t count. False: everyone ‘s 
vote is essential for any election, 
presidential or local.  
Students, youth, young and old 
have no right to complain about 
our political leaders  if they have 
not even put in the effort of 
supporting and voting for our 
candidates.

teens, but it also gave 
them a much-needed 
chance to start  over, 
leaving poor decisions 
in the past.

SADD’s  miss ion 
statement, “to provide 
students with the best 
prevention tools pos-
sible to deal with the is-
sues of underage drink-
ing, other drug use, risky 
and impaired driving, 
and other destructive 
decisions,” outlines its 
t remendous achieve-
ments ,  achievements 
that David Douglas can 
no longer share.

Thankfully, other 
U.S. high schools still 
recognize the impor-
tance of SADD. Is Da-
vid Douglas’s lack of 
involvement an embar-
rassing ref lect ion of 
our generation or of our 
school? Considering that 
several schools in the 
area still celebrate their 
chapters of SADD, it 
appears to be a reflection 
of our school.

Students interested  
can visit the SADD Fa-
cebook page. Dear Editor,

 I think that we need to 
have a moment of silence 
during school on Sept. 11, 
for those who were lost in 
the terrorist attacks on the 
pentagon and the world 
trade center in 2001. Even 
though I was around three 
years old at the time of 
the attacks, they have still 
impacted this generation’s 
l ives .  I ’ve vis i ted New 
York and the  Pentagon 
and seen the memorials 
and how people still come 
there to honor the fallen. 
I’m a proud American, and 
I feel as though it would 
be a shame for our school 
to brush off this event like 
NBC appallingly did to 
talk about a Kardashian’s 
(whom I am still confused 
as to why they are famous) 
breast implants. Lets not 
participate in apathy like 
that.
Sophomore
Larissa Schuermyer

Dear Editor,
 I think girls in today’s 
society are too focused on 
the idea of “perfect.” They 
are worried about  their 
clothes, hair, makeup, and 
the worst—their weight. 
I think it is such an un-
healthy thing to be worried 
about! I know people al-
ways say, “who cares what 
other people think of you?” 
But obviously, we, our-
selves, care a lot. Maybe 
a solution to help stop this 
would be to stop being so 
judgemental. I know it will 
not all stop completely but 
maybe if people just laid 
off the nasty comments. 
Girls would not be so self- 
conscious. People should 
really start to think before 
they speak.  One wrong 

comment can ruin some-
one’s life forever. 
Sophomore
Eva Wong

Dear editor,
 I wanted to talk about 
bullying. Why does it mat-
ter who you are or where 
you are f r o m ?  W h y  d o 
people think their bigger 
than others and have to 
pick on the “little” people? 
Or why do it at all? I think 
that we could just all get 
along or if you do not like 

 Why are youth so reluctant 
to vote? 
 This is a question I have 
always pondered. For some 
reason, something about politics 
and elections just doesn’t inter-
est the youth in our society any-
more.  Now, I understand that 
sometimes watching a presiden-
tial debate isn’t as fun as play-
ing video games, or watching 
another episode of “Keeping up 
with the Kardashians.” However, 
allowing your vote to just slip 
away is simply madness.  
 Some students defend 
their non-voting practices com-
plaining that they’re confused 
about the elections, they don’t 
like the candidates, or they do 
not have enough information. 
Luckily, these are excuses that 
can easily be solved. 
 As students of a public 
high school, there should be 
no excuse for any of us not to 
know a little something about 
our political leaders, and if we 
don’t, there are many resources 
available in which we can edu-
cate ourselves about politics. 
In fact, there is a democracy 
competition at Douglas, trying  
to get more students involved in 
politics through registering up to 
500 Douglas students to register 
to vote. 
 Youth have the lowest voter 
turnout in the United States. Vot-

SADD club’s loss more than ironic

 Lately, there has been a 
song put out by Korean rap-
per Psy called “Gangnam 
Style” and, in all honesty, it’s 
really inappropriate and I am 
hoping it is a fad that will pass 
just as soon as it came. 
 The song has lyrics 
such as “sexy lady” men-
tioned many times through-
out the song and repetition is 
very catchy with elementary 
schoolers. Would you want 
your innocent little siblings 
singing “sexy lady” in the 
house or anywhere else? 
Wouldn’t you much rather 
preserve the innocence and 
simplicity of their undefi led 
singing habits?
 I can assure you, reader, 
that if this song was in plain 
English and the adults under-
stood what the students are 
exposing themselves to, this 
song would not have made it 
into elementary schools and 

into the homes of those stu-
dents.
 My concern is not that 
high schoolers listen to this 
song, but that middle and 
even elementary schoolers 
listen and sing it, not knowing 
what they are saying. 
 My main concern goes 
to the younger students (like 
elementary schoolers) who 
listen to it on buses and at 
home are too young to make 
good decisions on what they 
should be listening to. They 
should not be exposed to this 
type of music, especially by 
their bus drivers and school 
administration.
 This song should not be 
played around young children 
and if it is played, parent per-
mission should be received.
 Not understanding a lan-
guage is never an excuse to 
listen or to play a song that 
has inappropriate lyrics, es-

It is terribly sad that 
the high school chap-
ter of SADD, Students 
Against Destructive De-
cisions,  has ceased to 
exist at David Douglas 
due to a lack of student 
interest. 

Through the years, 
this invaluable club fo-
cused on helping stu-
dents addicted to drugs 
and/or alcohol. In this 
dedicated club students 
signed contracts promis-
ing they would not, or no 
longer, use drugs. Meet-
ings were often emotion-
al and imensely helpul to 
struggling members. 

SADD was success-
ful. Its future looked 
promising. Then last 
year members stopped 
showing up. This year, 
no one showed up to 
the first meeting, and 
the club was disbanded. 
Why? Is every student 
at this high school sud-
denly clean and sober? 
Hardly. Then what hap-
pened? We stopped car-
ing about each other.

Not  only did the 
club provide support for 
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Indulging in 
chocolate too 
unhealthy

COUNTER-POINT

 KATELIN CLARK
news reporter

Chocolate worth 
indulging in

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“Yes, because it 
helps with college 
credits.”

Senior
Sarah Rowland

“Yes, many 
have started in 
fi rst and second 
classes and wish 
to continue. It 
expands your 
knowledge of the 
language.” 

Senior
Edith 
QuintanillaOne-size-fi ts-all education bad idea

DANIELLE BROWN
news reporter

Should third 
and fourth year 
language class-
es be offered?

Forgiveness is underrated at its core 

ALEXA MEDIANO
news reporter

Putting
Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“All of humanity at 
one time has made 
mistakes, even the 
offended have of-
fended others.”

“Yes. It pro-
gresses your 
language and 
learning.”

Senior
Deja Ruelas

  

      As a senior, I’ve had to endure 
eleven years of schooling (plus two 
years of pre-school) and every year 
the same thing happens: a handful 
of students get the knowledge they 

need to proceed onto the next grade while the ma-
jority get passed on with only some or none of the 
necessary skills. Our educational system may seem 
like it’s equal and fair for all, but I find that hard 
to believe with 5,872 kids in Oregon who did not 
graduate with their class last year.
 “Everyone is different” is a common theme 
taught to kids throughout their life, so why is it 
that when it comes to school everyone must be the 
same? Not every student thinks or learns the same 
way, so why are we herded into a flat, standardized 
educational program based on age? This is a bad 
idea for many reasons, but there are a couple of 
glaring errors that stand out to me.
 First off, since when was one-size-fits-all a 
good idea for anything? It’s like that saying about 
judging a fish on its ability to climb a tree: it’s non-
sensical. Sticking a visual learner into a classroom 
to retain information from listening to lectures and 

then expecting them to rehash the information 
on a stressful compulsory exam is just as non-
sensical. The student will not pass the test and 
that could be potentially detrimental in the long 
run. Self-esteem and optimism decrease with 
each failing score and a dropout is born.
 Another fault I find in our school system 
is that we determine grades by birthday. It may 
seem harsh to judge childrens’ intelligence, but 
this could possibly be a solution. I mean, think 
about someone that is not as smart as you or 
maybe even smarter, does it make any sense 
that you two should be in the same class, being 
taught at a “middle-of-the-road” pace?
    The generations going through school right 
now are going to grow up and be important peo-
ple in the future and they all deserve an equal 
chance to succeed. If we continue to deprive 
our youth of a complete and efficient educa-
tion, we’ll end up with what we always had; 
an elite group of people with above average in-
telligence and the rest who never reached their 
full potential.
    At first glance, our country’s educational 
system may not raise any eyebrows, but 
if we ever want the dreadful drop out 
rate to reach zero, major reform is in order.
       

       Two years ago the high school of-
fered four years of languages, but now 
is only offering two years, including 
Sign Language, French, and Spanish, 
under the excuse that colleges only re-

quire two years. But two years is not enough to become 
fl uent.
      It’s understandable that college requirements for 
two years of a language is enough, but two years isn’t 
enough for the students who need or want to learn a 
second language, regardless of whether or not they’re 
going to college. Languages are important and used 
daily, so why should the opportunity of having two 
more years of learning be taken away? It should not. 
Two years is not enough time for most students to be-
come fully comfortable and fl uent with a language. 
 For instance, if students take the two years of 
a language their freshman and sophomore years, what 
will they do with the other two years, especially if they 
want to learn the language more fl uently? Over those 

next two years a student may not remember anything 
they have been taught. And even though colleges 
only require two years, a third and fourth year would 
benefi t students considering a second language major 
in college. And as our world becomes more global, 
it’s always good for students to have more experience 
and knowledge in a second language .
     “It would be very nice to have third and fourth 
languages back because not only would it give stu-
dents more college credits but it would provide them 
an opportunity to be fl uent in a second language leav-
ing high school,” said Sign Language teacher Chris 
Cavanaugh.
      Second language fl uency also looks impressive on 
job applications. In fact, it’s almost necessary to be 
fl uent in a second language at many jobs. So, many 
more opportunities are available when a student fl u-
ently knows a second language. 
 Students should at all times during high school 
have the chance to accomplish what they want. Some 
of them want to understand another language as much 
as possible, and not having that choice of two more 
years of languages will negatively affect them.

  A s  w e  e n -
t e r  O c t o b e r , 
c h i l d r e n  a n d 
some teens ob-
ses s  ove r  the 

tradition of trick-or-treating, 
and hopes to receive a bundle 
of that repulsive substance. 
       That’s right—chocolate. 
Candy lovers obsess over this 
disgusting treat that not only 
tastes horrible but also rots 
the consumers teeth and causes 
excessive weight gain. People 
use Halloween as an excuse 
to overindulge in chocolate 
which is only going to make 
them sick or make their teeth 
fall out.     
       Chocolate is also addic-
t ive and contains caffeine, 
an aging drug that causes the 
body stress. I wouldn’t want to 
eat candy that makes my skin 
break out into zits, so why eat 
chocolate? 
 Once  in  awh i l e  ea t ing 
chocolate  is okay if the dis-
gusting taste can be tolerated, 
but when handing out  candy 
on Halloween, try and steer 
away from giving out those 
nasty chocolate treats.

  The month of 
October is here. 
D o e s  a n y o n e 
know what this 
means? Hallow-

een  chocola te  i s  what  th i s 
means, and being four foot 11 
inches tall really pays off when 
you’re 15. 
     I can still trick-or-treat be-
cause I am short, which means 
yummy, delicious chocolate. 
Neighbor, keep your Smarties 
and keep your jawbreakers too. 
To be completely honest, all I 
want is your chocolate. 
     Chocolate is perhaps the 
greatest substance ever created. 
Think about it—if I’m willing 
to walk around the neighbor-
hood and dress up, it must be 
special. So, hand it over; I’m 
not waiting any longer. And  
free chocolate? Who doesn’t 
want that?  It’s like free para-
dise in a wrapper. If I could live 
on chocolate and be healthy, 
without a doubt I would.

Courtesy Snapple.com

•The infi nity sign is called a lemniscate.

• Flamingos can only 

eat with their heads 

upside down. 

•New York City has 722 

miles of subway track. 

•The human jaw can generate a force up to 200 pounds on the molars.

 Forgiveness is underrated 
at its core.
 When I look around at my 
generation I see out of con-
trol anger at those that have 
wronged them. They have in-
deed wronged others but what 
is the sense of holding onto an 
emotion that only hurts rather 
than heals? Many think anger 
cannot be controlled but I beg to 
differ. Anger should not control 
the offended, rather it should be 
coped with in a civilized manner.
 Hate runs deep in this day 
and age. It can split the most 
deepest bonds those have had 
since birth, and it can ruin a life 
if it turns into an aggressive or 
abusive demeanor to others.
 What is the point of forgive-
ness? The point is to reach out 
to those that have offended and 
learn that no one can be perfect. 
True forgiveness is a journey 
that can make the offended or 
the offender realize that life is full 
of fl aws no matter who they look 
to.
 To forgive is to start over 
without any resentment from the 
past. It is a hard path to forgive 

an offender who has hurt not only 
the offended but also their family. 
It takes great courage and even 
greater humbleness to accom-
plish sincere forgiveness. It may 
be true that some do not deserve 
forgiveness, but who is to judge 
who can and cannot receive it? All 
of humanity at one time has made 
mistakes, even the offended have 
offended others.
 Forgiveness does not always 
mean the offended have to stay 
on the same path as the offend-
er. Forgiveness can release the 
last strands of a relationship that 
should in fact be diminished for 
the benefi t of both the offended 
and the offender.
 Humanity is prone to mis-
takes, shouldn’t the understand-
ing of that make those who have 
been offended have more em-
pathy towards the offender? In 
no way should the offender be 
excused for their actions but per-
haps understanding would help 
avoid such uncontrolled anger.
 Sincere forgiveness takes 
time but at the end of the day it 
is worth the hardships that many 
grapple within the journey to it.

•Some violins contain 70 

separate pieces of wood.
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W H O ’ S  N E X T ,  A M E R I C A ? 

MARGO RUTLEDGE
sports editor

ALEXA MEDIANO 
staff reporter

Obama going 
for second term
 

 President Barack Obama, member of the Democratic Party, will discover his fate in regards 
to The White House after votes are cast, Nov. 5.
 Obama, born Aug. 4, 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii, and raised in Chicago,
 won the 2008 election against Arizona senator John McCain.
 Obama is a fi rm supporter of gay marriage, believes abortion is a woman’s choice and he 
opposes the Bush Tax Cuts for households making over $250,000. He supports the path to 
the legalization of non-citizens, but wishes to toughen penalties for hiri-ng illegal immigrants. 
Obama also supports a mandatory cap and trade system to reduce carbon emissions and be-
lieves the government should have a strong role in the economy, as a tool to stimulate economic 
growth. As for energy, Obama favors investments in renewable energy and wishes to increase 
U.S. oil and gas production.
 During his time as President, Obama has ended the war in Iraq, ordering all 
military troops out of the country, ordered the special forces raid that killed Osama bin Laden, 
and saved the U.S. auto industry from collapse, resulting in the creation of 100,000 jobs after 

2009. Also, among his more well known changes, Obama passed the Health Care Reform, the 
Stimulus, and the Wall Street Reform. 

 In 2009, Obama signed the $787 billion American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to increase 
economic growth. Twelve months after the act was signed, the private sector began to produce 
more jobs than it was losing. Over 23 months, a total of 3.7 million private sector jobs were created. 
Furthermore, fi ve presidents before Obama failed to create universal health insurance, however, 
in 2010 Obama signed the Affordable Care Act, which will, beginning in 2014, cover 32 million 

uninsured Americans. Also in 2010, Obama signed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act, which cracked down on banks, tightening capital requirements as 
well as putting other requirements and limitations on banks in order to keep them from un-
dergoing chaotic bankruptcies, and to limit their ability to trade customer money for profi t. 
 During both the Oct. 8 and Oct. 16 presidential debates, Obama and opponent, 
former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney sparred over many of these issues. They 
debated which new laws, regulations, and freedoms should be put in place, as well as 

evaluating the old ones put in place by Obama, or the presidents preceding him. During 
the debates it was made clear that the two presidential candidates have starkly different 

approaches on many signifi cant issues. For example, in the  Oct. 8 debate, Romney attacked 
Obama’s health care law, saying he would repeal it if elected. Obama rebutted by proposing that the 
law has helped citizens with preexisting conditions, as well as citizens with children under 26. He then 
went on to point out that his health care law is closely similar to the model Romney himself employed 
in Massachusetts. 
 In the third and fi nal debate on Oct. 22 about foreign policy, Obama and Romney both shared 
similar opinions on the issues. It should also be noted that Obama was considered the winner of this 

debate by the media.

 Joseph Robinette Biden was born Nov. 20, 
1942 in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Before be-
coming vice president in 2009, he had been a 
Delaware senator in 1973. 
 Biden, son of Catherine Eugenia Finnegan 

and Joseph R. Biden, is the first of four 
siblings. When BIden was 10, his family 

moved to a middle class neighborhood in 
Delaware. His father was a car sales-
man.

 Biden met his wife Neilia Hunter in 1964, 
and they married in 1966. Then came four chil-
dren; Joseph, Robert, Naomi and Ashley. Only 
weeks after Biden was elected to the senate, on 
Dec. 18, 1972, his wife and three children were 
on their way home from buying a Christmas tree 
when they collided with a tractor trailer. His wife 
and daughter Naomi were killed and his two sons 
were critically injured. Joseph and Robert made 
a full recovery, with the help of his cousin Val-
erie Biden Owens and her husband John T. “Jack” 
Owens. 
 In 1961, Biden graduated from Archmere 

     

Academy in Claymont, Delaware and then en-
rolled in the University of Delaware in Newark. 
In 1965, Biden earned his Bachelor’s of Arts De-
gree, then enrolled in law at Syracuse University 
College of Law. Biden then proceeded to earn his 
Juris Doctor degree in 1968 and study criminal 
law. Biden was first elected in the United States 
in 1972.
 In the one and only vice presidential debate, 
Biden was widely criticized for his chuckling, sar-
casm, and angry interruptions toward opponent 
Paul Ryan. But he was also praised for his pas-
sionate responses to many of the questions.

Biden has President Obama’s back

Who would Douglas students vote for in the 2012 Presidential Election?
“I would vote 

Obama. He’s the 
fi rst president 
to support gay 

rights.” 

Senior
Michelle Nguyen

“Obama because 
he’s just leading 

the country in the 
right direction.”

Senior
Rakiya Birge

“Obama. I agree 
with his view on 

gay rights.”

Senior
Zanovia Warren
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RUHAMA DIMBORÉ
news editor

Ryan runs with Romney

 Former Governor of Massachusetts and Republican Mitt Romney is opposing current 
President Barack Obama.
 Willard Mitt Romney was born on March 12, 1947 to Lenore and George W. Romney in Detroit, 
Michigan. In 1969, he married Ann Davis, and the couple had five children together, Taggart, Mathew, 
Joshua, Benjamin, and Craig. Romney completed his bachelors of arts at Brigham Young University, 
and later received a Masters in Business Administration from Harvard University. Romney is active in 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is the first Mormon chosen by a major American 
political party to represent them in the Presidential election.
 Mitt Romney then began his career in the business world. He first worked for a management 
consulting firm, Bain & Company, where he became the vice president of the firm in 1978.  In 
1984, Romney left the successful Bain & Company to become the co-founder of Bain Capital, a 
private equity investment firm. Because Romney has a successful business career, Romney and 
his wife have reached a net worth estimated at approximately $250 million, making Romney one 
of the richest men to run for president.
 After successfully completing his career in management consulting, Romney later decided to 
join the world of politics. Politics was not something new to Romney, as his father George Romney 
was once the governor of Michigan, and even ran for the Republican Party presidential election, but 
lost the nomination to Richard Nixon. Mitt Romney’s first step into politics was running for Mas-
sachusetts Senate in 1994, where he was defeated by Tedd Kennedy. However, this did not stop 
him as he later became Governor of Massachusetts in 2003, and even ran for the Republican 
nomination in the 2008 elections, but lost again to John McCain.
 In New Hampshire on June 2, 2012 Romney declared the start of his 2012 presidential 
campaign. As one of President Obama’s most vocal critics, his run for office was not a 
surprise to many.
 Shortly after his announcement of his presidential campaign, Romney announced 
Wisconsin Representative Paul Ryan as his running mate for vice president. In the 
first presidential debate in October, Romney showed a strong performance and 
most critics agreed that he had won the debate. Through Romney’s performance, 
his public perception and status has increased substantially. Romney has been criti-
cized for proposing to get rid of Big Bird from the children’s show, Sesame Street. 
In the Oct. 16 debate, Romney was widely criticized for a derogatory comment that 
“binders of women” were brought to him when he was Massachusetts Governor.
 “I like PBS,” said Romney, during the October 2012 Presidential debate to debate moni-
tor Jim Lehere. “I love Big Bird. Actually, I like you too, but I’m not going to keep on spending 
money on things to borrow money from China to pay for.” 
 During the final presidential debate on Oct. 22, the topic was foreign policy. During this 
debate, it was clear that Obama had won. However, what was noticeable about the debate was 
the agreement among Romney and Obama on many foreign policy issues. 

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

 Paul Davis Ryan was born on Jan. 29, 1970 in 
Janesville, Wisconsin. He attended a Catholic mid-
dle school and graduated from Joseph A. Craig High 
School. He then majored in economics and political 
science at Miami University in Ohio. His wife, Jeanna 
Little, is a tax attorney, whose cousin, Dan Boren, is a 
Democratic Representative. 
 The Ryans live in the Courthouse Hill historical dis-
trict of Janesville. As a high school student, he played 
soccer and was elected prom king. He is still athletic, 

and has adhered to the P90X workout system for four 
years.
 Ryan describes himself “as pro-life as a person gets,” 
remaining solidly opposed to abortion rights. He favors a 
constitutional amendment to ban fl ag desecration, includ-
ing burning, usage as napkins, or clothing. He opposed the 
Stop Online Piracy Act and voted to weaken work require-
ments for welfare. Ryan also supports the repeal of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also known as 
Obamacare.
 Ryan, who also serves as chairman of the House Bud-
get Committee, proposed a budget plan giving a tax hike 
to most Americans making less than $200,000 per year. 

The House Republican budget 
for 2013, which was passed by the 
House in June, would tax jointly fi ling 
households making $50,000 to $100,000 
an extra $1,358, while households making 
anywhere between $100,000 to $200,000 
would be taxed an extra $2,681.
 The plan would solidify Bush tax 
breaks, including extra tax cuts on house-
holds making over $250,000 and cut-
ting the tax rate for the wealthiest 
Americans and corporations by 
almost 30 percent. 

Romney racing to 
White House

Who would Douglas students vote for in the 2012 Presidential Election?
“Romney. He 
represented 
himself well in
the debates.”

Sophomore
Stephanie Anderson

“I prefer Romney 
because he plans 
to reduce taxes 
and raise employ-
ment rates.”

Senior
Anthony Tsopko

“Romney 
represents his 
ideas well and 
I disagree with 
some of Obama’s 
beliefs.” 
Junior
Josh Dyk
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Muslims act malicious towards Buddhists

ALEXIS BLASIER
staff reporter

Smaller lunches not suffi cient meals 

Bagel heads unnecessary

Presidential debate unprofessional
The Highlander
Should Hispanic/La-
tino be a race option 
on applications? 

“I developed some 
sympathy for Leh-
rer, but not enough 
to understand why 
he was not taking 
control.”

“Yeah. It’s still a different race and 
should still be represented, be-
cause what are they going to pick 
if its not an option, other?! Nobody 
wants to be an other..”

“Might as well take pride in what-
ever ethnicity you are. Hispanic/
Latino is no different than marking 
White/Caucasian. I mean come 
on, Alaskans get their own option 
sometimes, and they’re just from a 
different state..”

Harley Jessen
Portland, OR

Ashely Diaz
Portland, OR

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

DANIEL HUYNH
features editor

GABBY KUPFER
staff reporter

Hispanic, 
Latino, why 
not race?

“I developed some 
sympathy for Leh-
rer, but not enough 
to understand why 
he was not taking 
control.”

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

 I’ve always been fascinated about the strange 
things that can be done to the human body for 
aesthetic purposes, but bagel heading turns my 
fascination into a form of disgust.
Bagel heading is when saline is injected into the 

forehead to create a large, round swelling. The person will then 
push their thumb in the center of the swollen area to create the ap-
pearance that a bagel is underneath the skin of their forehead.
 What automatically comes to mind is “why?” Tattoos and 
piercings are understandable alterations to the body, but why 
would anyone want to give off the appearance of having a round 
piece of bread implanted in their head? The swelling only lasts 
around 16 hours, but those are 16 hours that could be spent look-
ing a little less frightening.
 The fad is especially popular in Japan, a place notorious 
for its citizens’ outlandish one-of-a-kind fashion trends, and is 
dangerous if not done correctly. If the saline itself is not sterile 
then it will not be safe for the body to absorb. Even if the bagel 
header uses the safest saline in the world, the welt could stretch 
the skin beyond its normal elasticity. In other words, bagel head-
ing could cause a very odd looking, saggy forehead. 
 I, for one, am not very open to having a big fl ap of skin 
hanging over my eyes from a forehead that was naturally made 
to not create a blind spot or an infection from saline. I under-
stand that any form of body modifi cation has its risks, but most 
modifi cations aren’t as short term as bagel heading. If it lasts less 
than a day then it is not worth the danger it risks from having it 
performed.
 Honestly, a bagel is a delicious breakfast item to be toasted 
and eaten with cream cheese, not to appear on the skull.

 I, along with many others, was 
completely baffl ed as I witnessed the 
level of unprofessionality during the 
Oct. 3 presidential debate. 
 I have experience with being on 
a debate team. One of the biggest 
rules is to speak only during your 
time. Obviously Mitt Romney did not 
get the memo. Romney for some rea-
son thought interrupting and talking 
whenever he saw fi t was appropri-
ate.   
 President Barack Obama should 
have been stronger at the debate. He 
let Romney push him around with 
snarky comments. The frustration 
from the situation only showed when 
Lehrer let him know that his two min-
utes were up, and he responded 
with, “No, I had fi ve seconds before 
you interrupted me.” At this point I de-
veloped some sympathy for Lehrer, 
but not enough to understand why he 
was not taking control.
 It was pretty obvious that Jim 
Lehrer would not be moderating any-
thing. For a man who has moderated 

12 presidential debates, you would 
think he could handle the situation a 
little better. When in charge of such 
an event, it is pretty important to keep 
things together. 
 When the moderator says its 
time to move on to the next topic, a 
person who could possibly be the 
next president should not be insisting 
on the last word. If there is any mo-
ment to increase how professional 
you are, it should be at a debate that 
helps form the opinions of people who 
will decide what your future looks like. 
I am in complete understanding that 
Obama and Romney go out onto that 
stage to look like they can take control 
and handle everything around them. 
That might impress someone, but for 
me, it shows arrogance and rude-
ness. If I could vote come November, 
I would want a respectful president. 
 The presidential debates on 
Oct. 16 and 22 were not much better. 
Obama defi nitely did better at stand-
ing his ground, but I still felt that Rom-
ney came off rude.

T h e  n e w  s c h o o l 
lunches are bordering 
ridiculous at how small 
they have become as the 
price goes up.

Last year the size of lunches were ad-
equate for high schoolers. Now the portion 
sizes are for the stomachs of ten year-olds. 
However, I understand that the school 
is trying to make us healthier by giving 
smaller portions and by no longer selling 
unhealthy snacks. I feel if we want to eat 
an abundance of food, we should be able 
to choose. We are big kids now who are 
capable of making our own decisions about 
things that involve our bodies, especially 
when the subject is food. If we want to eat 
a lot, let us. If we don’t, then that is the 
choice of the consumer. 

With the effect of the smaller lunches 

taking place, I become aware of the fact that 
there will no longer be energy or sugary 
drinks provided. Let’s be clear: the fact that 
schools do not provide the drinks will not 
put a stop to teenagers gaining access and 
drinking them. It should be our choice, and 
for some kids, our parents. The supervisors 
who decide the options in the cafeteria are 
not our parents and should not be able to 
control our eating habits. 

The school board wants us to have 
healthier eating habits, but by depriving 
us of these items during school is going 
to result in the students going home and 
binging on these treats. So, taking them 
out of the cafeteria really is not helping 
anything. 

Since school started, I’ve gotten more 
food after school almost every day because 
I am so hungry. Last year, that was never 
the case. I am at a loss when trying to un-
derstand why the school thinks not giving 
us these things is going to help. Students 

will not react with an oh-I-guess-I-will-
never-have-sweets-and-soda-again attitude. 
As soon as they get out of school they will 
head to the 7-11 down the road and get their 
fi ll then. The district needs to consider the 
thought process of teenagers before chang-
ing the cafeteria options for the so called 
better health of students. The students that 
attended here last year and experienced the 
suffi cient lunches are not happy with what 
is going on this year with reduced lunch 
size, me being one of them, and I think it 
needs to change. 

Students focus better and absorb more 
of the lesson when they aren’t worried 
about eating and dealing with growling 
stomachs. If we do not have more fi lling 
lunches, our test scores may drop from that 
of previous years and all because they want 
us “healthier.” Some of the students depend 
on the lunches they are provided with be-
cause they do not receive or have families 
who cannot afford a suffi cient meal.

As I was fi lling out 
a miscellaneous form 
for a job application, I 
was shocked to see that 
Hispanic/Latino wasn’t 

marked under “race”.   
To begin with, I disagree with the 

race question on job, scholarship, and 
college applications, as well as surveys 
and College Board tests. But if I have 
to fi ll them out, I want to fi ll them out 
correctly. 

This began as a remodel of the 
Census 2000 to give technicalities of 
how people are classifi ed. These changes 
carried over to Census 2010, but with 
differences. Basically, the “races” 
were as follows; white, black, African 
American or negro, American Indian or 
Alaskan Native, Asian Indian, Chinese, 
Filipino, other Asian, Japanese, Korean, 
Vietnamese, Native Hawaiian, Guama-
nian or Chamorro, Samoan, other Pacifi c 
Islander, or some other race.

Racism is a relatively new term that 
started in the 1800s. Before, people iden-
tifi ed themselves by religion, family, or 
heritage. Society is materialistic, making 
physical features count as differences af-
fecting how we see a person. Hispanics 
and Latinos are not a race, but a culture; 
otherwise known as an ethnicity. Puerto 
Ricans are grouped with Argentineans, 
which is like saying the British are 
similar to Americans. Our roots are laid 
in the country of South America, Cen-
tral America and Mexico. What more is 
necessary? 

By identifying people as one thing 
or another, barriers are created. Frankly, 
there is only one race, with different 
features that made it easier for us to cope 
in different climates a long time ago 
shouldn’t affect how we see each other 
today. I am Hispanic, and I would like to 
be honestly represented on all types of 
forms. I am proud of my heritage and my 
race. Ethnicity is not covering it. I do not 
want to be categorized into something I 
am not. So dear surveys, knock it off. 

 
 Immaturi ty  is  appar-
ently the acting factor of 
the thousands of radical 
Muslims who senselessly  
burned and robbed over 

10 Buddhist  temples and dozens of 
houses in Bangladesh over a photo of a 
burning Quran.
 The malicious rioters used a 25-year-
old Buddhist man as a scapegoat, claim-
ing that he posted a picture of a burn-
ing Quran. This turned out to be false, 
meaning that the rioters torched houses 
and religious buildings without any valid 
reason. The rioters went to the extent of 
burning centuries-old buildings, valu-
able parts of human heritage. Even if 
a religious text was burnt and a picture 
was taken and shared on Facebook, that 
does not entitle anybody to riot and raid 
innocent citizens.

 On the other end of the spectrum, 
hundreds of Burmese monks marched 
peacefully and presented a letter to the 
Bangladeshi consulate, holding signs 
saying “Stop Insulting Buddhism” and 
chanting “No need for violence,” as they 
protested the harassment, demonstrat-
ing the appropriate way to show disap-
proval.
 There have also been bouts in Burma 
as well, where radical Muslims killed 90 
people in June and fled to Bangladesh. 
Why is it that radical Muslims kill and 
raid so frequently, then claim that it is 
all in honor of Islam? Do they think that 
this will give a good impression on what 
Islam is about? The only thing that comes 
from such violent acts are anger and re-
sentment, as if we didn’t have enough of 
that going around already.
 While radical Muslims all over the 
world burn the American flag as a pas-
time, there are no reports of mosques or 
Islamic communities being raided in re-

sponse. Ironically, Buddhism, the teach-
ing and culture that the radical Muslims 
burned in their most recent attack, is the 
one that teaches tolerance and how to let 
go of anger, emphasizing compassion and 
kindness to all beings. 
 Furthermore, this is a religious abuse 
of power. Muslims, which comprise of 90 
percent of Bangladesh’s population, have 
gotten into frequent quarrels with Hindus 
before, each time taking the role of the 
aggressor, going to the extent of raping 
Hindu women. This time, the radical 
Muslims blow their anger out on Bud-
dhists, which compose of less than one 
percent of Bangladesh’s population.
 Protecting and being proud of reli-
gion is admirable, as long as it is done 
peacefully. As soon as the pride goes into 
harassing members of other religions, 
that’s terrorism. That’s insanity. That’s 
a brainwashed population thinking they 
have the right to commit religious geno-
cide.
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Will the real Mitt Romney please stand up? 
Watching the Presidential Debates, my jaw was 
fl oored throughout the debates with the inaccu-
racies that spat out of Romney’s mouth.

It’s quite funny how throughout the whole 
campaign Romney has campaigned around the 
country that he is against Food Stamps and how 
Barack Obama is a “Food Stamp President.” 
Romney appears so willing to be liked by all 
the minorities that during the debate he stated 
that he was for food stamps. He needs to real-
ize that the Americans aren’t as misinformed 
as the Republican party is. Not only did he 
misrepresent food stamp policies, but he also 
misrepresented his tax cuts.

“I don’t have a $5 trillion tax cut,” said 
Romney at the fi rst debate. “I don’t have a tax 
cut of a scale that you’re talking about” 

We all know that was untrue. He even 
said he was going to make a 20 percent tax cut 

across the board. If we have it his was we will 
end up adding another fi ve trillion to the debt 
that we already have. Why does he think he can 
misguided us  to our faces like we won’t catch 
him? Not only has he mislead us about taxes 
cut, but he has said that he plans on bringing 
money from overseas back to this country when 
that’s simply not true. Romney has said that he 
already plans on allowing corporations to move 
their business and make profi ts overseas with-
out being taxed on it in the United States. This 
is giving the green light to companies to invest 
abroad and that could cost this country 800,000 
jobs. Let’s be bluntly honest Romney doesn’t 
care about the 47 percent people that are just 
lazy according to him. We are the 47 percent 
and we need Obama to win a second term or 
the real people of America will completely fall 
apart if Romney gets to call the White House 
his new home.

B

Do you think 
males get more 

athletic attention 
than females? 

Too often I hear stu-
dents wrongfully complain-
ing about having no time 
to do their homework, and 
how they can’t participate 
in extracurricular activities 

because school has taken over their lives, 
and they don’t have enough time for friends. 
Being involved in before, after, and evening 
school activities everyday, for my entire 
school year, I do not comprehend the words 
of other students when they express the over-
whelming feeling of school brings them. 

School is diffi cult; that I can agree with. 
I am one subject shy of taking all advanced 
classes this year, and I have to work hard 
to complete my work and maintain good 
grades. If I can make it happen, anyone else 
can as well.

    There is no reason to quit activities 
or not join them because school is the main 
focus. School will always be the main focus. 
It has been the main focus for around 10 years 

and will continue to be. Why not make those 
long years of school more interesting and fun 
by getting involved?
    Students get the notion that getting involved 
takes away social time, when in fact it does 
the exact opposite. Being involved allows 
them to meet new people. Participating in 
team sports and clubs are great ways to make 
friends.

Students can make as much time for 
everything going on in their lives as they 
want to. There could be 100 tasks they have 
to do in one day and fi nishing it all can seem 
impossible, but if they manage their time 
correctly, all of those things can be done. 
If they procrastinate to the last minute, like 
many do, then all the things they wanted to 
get done won’t get done, and the things they 
may have completed won’t be nearly as good 
of quality as they could have been, because 
they were in a hurry to get it done.

 Students could be doing so much more 
and having a better high school experience 
if they wouldn’t make up so many excuses 
about having too much work to do, or not 
seeing their friends enough.

When many think of 
racism and discrimination, 
they often think of starving 
black slaves, mistreated 
Japanese citizens in intern-

ment camps, or mass killings of innocent 
Native Americans. 

Those horrific images are prime ex-
amples of America’s past injustices. Many 
don’t realize, however, that racism and dis-
crimination are still very much alive today 
and minorities are not the only victims.

Going through scholarships this year, 
I cannot recall the number of times I began 
peering through the requirements of a schol-
arship, only to be disheartened by various 
racial or ethnic requirements. Uncountable 
times I read, “must be of African American 
descent” or “must have Latin heritage.” Some 
scholarships, in fact, have only one true re-
quirement: you must be a minority. In other 
words, anyone can apply as long as they are 
not white. If this trend continues, we might 

as well start hanging up “no whites allowed” 
signs on colleges all across America. Sound 
familiar to anyone? It should. Denying whites 
the right to equal scholarship opportunities 
is the same as denying blacks the equal op-
portunities to eat, drink, sit, or attend school 
where they would like. They teach us in 
history classes that it’s not okay to discrimi-
nate against other races, so why is it okay to 
discriminate against Caucasians?

I do understand that generally, minority 
households make substantially less money 
than Caucasian households, and even with 
these “minorities only” scholarships, mi-
norities still do not make up an exceedingly 
large percent of the scholarship-receiving 
population. However, that is simply not the 
point. There are plenty of Caucasians with 
low incomes as well, and it is unfair to offer 
poor minorities more scholarship opportuni-
ties than poor Caucasians, or vice versa. As a 
result of the Constitution, I, and every other 
legal citizen of the United States, was born 
with the innate right of equality. The mere 
existence of these scholarships is violating 
this right. 

   This school is fi lled with 
amazing athletes of all 
shapes, sizes, genders, and 
talents, but why is it that the 
male athletes are the ones 

with the most attention?
 When we go to the football games on Fri-
day nights, we see that the stands are full of 
supporting fans rooting for our team, which is 
great. Now, if we go to a girls’ soccer game, 
what do we fi nd? A few students and parents 
scattered around. The girls’ teams sacrifi ce 
the same amount of time as the boys. They 
also have weekend practices, pour just as 
much blood, sweat, and tears as do the boys’ 
teams—and what are they left to see? Stands 
that are barely fi lled for every game. It’s not 
fair for them to work hard all week so that 
they can represent just how good our school 
when practically no one cares. 
 Also, in the real world, male athletes 
receive 55 percent of college athletic scholar-
ship dollars, leaving only 45 percent to be al-
located to women. By no means is it fair that 
men are getting that much more scholarship 
money when women need it just as much as 
they do. Women’s teams receive only 38 per-
cent of college sport operating dollars and 33 
percent of college athletic team recruitment 
spending. If female athletes aren’t getting 
the same support in college, how will they 
make it professionally? Talent shouldn’t be 
toned down because of the players gender, 
and funding should be equal. 
 Not only do males get more benefi ts in high 
school and college, but also in the pros. A WNBA 
player in the 2005 season received a minimum sal-
ary at $31,200, the maximum salary was $89,000, 
and the team salary cap was $673,000. For NBA 
players in the 2004-2005 season, the minimum 
salary was $385,277, the maximum salary was 
$15.355 million, and the team salary cap was $46 
million. Basketball, sadly, isn’t the only sport that 
pays male athletes more. It’s a shame that even 
after females make it to the pros they will never 
have the same rewards as men. 
 All I am asking for is that students attend 
the girls’ sporting events here at the high school, 
sign up to coach a girls’ team, or even be a sports 
manager, anything that would support our lady 
Scots

The recent accusation by 
the Turkish Prime Minister of 
a Syrian cargo plane carrying 
ammunition for the Syrian 
Defense Ministry is only the 

most recent incident of political tumult for the 
hotbed countries in the Arab Spring. With the 
fi ghting prolonged now over a year, one looks at 
the situation and the violence, never seeming to 
decrease.  American ambassador Chris Stevens 
killed in Libya last month, and this evidences a 
disturbing side effect of the prolonged war; the 
countries, rallying for change, have dragged others 
through their trail of blood.

Though the fi res of rebellion and incendiar-
ies still run through their streets, other countries 
involved in the Arab Spring, such as Egypt, have 
transitioned from the bloody phase of upheaval 
to ostensible political reform. For better or for 
worse, fi ghting has instead turned to the ballot box 
in these countries, and though they may be more 
loaded than the guns used months earlier, strife 
has been relatively contained on the physical front. 
With this transition, political involvement from 
neighboring countries has similarly decreased, 

and the direct and indirect effects of a guerilla war 
have largely subsided.

The central countries, such as Libya and 
Syria, however, keep their wounds continuously 
raw and the blood continuously fl owing. It seems 
that after such protraction, the rebels have lost 
sight of their goal, as if the word “government” 
now sets their cities ablaze, regardless of cause. 
The sadness of this endless war, however, quickly 
shows itself to be far from contained. Aside from 
“simple” troop involvement from countries like 
the U.S., scandals and random violence have 
involved neighboring countries. Half of Africa 
is now involved in the confl ict, either directly 
or indirectly, and it evidences that, regardless of 
development level, all countries rely on peace of 
their neighbors to survive. 

Violence has begun to be directed toward the 
U.S. Increasingly popular Arab opinion is that the 
U.S. is not of use in the Middle East. Recently, a 
Yemeni employee of the U.S. embassy in Sanaa 
was shot dead, the second U.S. employee in only 
a month. It brings to light the disturbing question 
of whether the U.S. should, if it is even able to, 
maintain a presence in the Middle East. Should 
we take it upon ourselves to attempt to maintain 
order in a region that no longer desires it? Should 
we risk the consequences of withdrawal?

“Males get more 
attention because 
the sports they play 
are more fun, and 
more 
competitive.”
- Senior
Dylan Bradford

“It depends on the 
sport.”
-Senior
AC O’Neal

“Depending on the 
situation, males get 
more of the attention 
athletically because 
male sports are more 
physical than female 
sports.”
-Junior
Hugo Alvarez

“Yeah, the schools 
promote more the 
male sports than the 
female ones.”
- Junior
James Walker

“We are the 47 percent 
and we need Obama to win 

a second term or the real 
people of America will com-

pletely fall apart...”
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Girls’ soccer falls to St. Mary’s

The Scots line up on defense against the Generals during the rainy Oct. 19 Senior Night game. The Scots next and 
final game will be tomorrow, Oct. 19 at Gresham.                                                                                              Photo by Hunter Holmes
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Girls’ water polo slams Sandy
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Runners take first, third

 The Scots placed first in 
men’s and third in women’s at 
the meet against St. Mary’s and 
Gresham in Westmoreland Park 
on Oct. 17.
 Junior Kylan Carlson 
achieved first place in the mens’ 
5000m against Gresham,  with 
his personal best time of 17:54. 
This was eight seconds faster 
of his previous personal best of 
18:02. Carlson is currently ranked 
in the top 30 in the Mt Hood 
Conference. Sophomore Josh 
Kellebrew was fifth in the race 
with a time of 18:28, and juniors 
Calvin Hamann and Albert 
Gitnes were sixth and seventh. 
Each timed under 20:10. Overall, 
the Scots narrowly edged past the 
Gophers, winning 28-29.
 In the womens’ 5000m, 

freshman Kennedy Allen, who 
currently ranks third in the Mt. 
Hood Conference, 20th at the 
6A level, and 27th in the state, 
ran third place, clocking in at 
18:44. Allen trailed only behind  
Paige Rice and Ellen Patterson 
who placed 2nd and 49th in the 
6A State Championship  Meet 
last November.   Sophomore 
Brynne Merkley and freshman 
Steffi Wood also reached the 
top 20 with times of 21:09 and 
21:18. Merkley’s time places 
her in the top 30 in the Mt. 
Hood Conference. Freshman 
Rikka Gustey and junior Margo 
Rutledge followed them with 
season bests of 22:01 and 22:05. 
In the womens’ 5000m, the Scots 
lost to both the Blues and the 
Gophers, 21-50-63.
 the last meet of the season, 
which will be covered in the next 
edition coming out Nov. 27. 

 The girls’ water polo team 
defeated the Sandy Pioneers on 
Oct. 18, winning 9-6 at home.
 The first half was a back and 
forth battle between the Scots and 
Pioneers. Three goals were earned 
on each team by the end of the 
second period. This began half 
time, 3-3.
 Senior Shelby Thomas scored 
the forth goal for Douglas. Shortly 

thereafter senior McKenzie 
Engelgau scored the Scot’s fifth 
point of the game. After the 
Pioneers scored their forth goal, 
sophomore Pamela Kennedy 
scored once. Sandy then ended the 
period scoring again.
 Kennedy began the final 
period making a goal, followed by 
the Pioneers scoring and Thomas 
with another goal for Douglas. 
After a timeout Thomas scored 
that final point of the game, giving 
Douglas a 9-6 victory.

 Although our Lady Scots played 
hard all 90 minutes, St. Mary’s took 
the win with a score of 2-0 on Oct. 
18.
	 In	the	eighth	minute	of	the	first	
quarter, sophomore defender Haley 
Fleischer made a great cross but  
was unlucky. Freshman defender 
Kennedy Engelau made great plays 
all throughout the game, especially 
her headers and long passes. St. 
Mary’s	 scored	 their	 first	 goal	 in	
the 24th minute, and three minutes 
later came back with another. 
	 The	 midfielders	 were	 making	
solid passes all throughout the 
first	 half	 creating	 chances	 for	 the	
forwards. Senior forward Cassidy 

Bean made several 
good runs but 
was unable to 
finish.	 Towards	
the	end	of	the	first	
half, sophomore 
goalkeeper Tameia 
Ward  made an 
impressive save. 

The	first	half	ended	2-0,	St.Mary’s.	
	 Junior	midfielder	 and	 forward	
Melisa Kaltak showed great 
aggressiveness and solid passing 
throughout the second half. St. 
Mary’s had tight defense making it 
difficult	for	Douglas’s	offense.	Most	
of the second half was played in the 
middle	of	the	field	with	a	few	lucky	
runs from both teams, none resulting 
in goals. The game  ended 2-0 for 
St.Mary’s.
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 The football team suffered a 36-
20 loss against the Grant Generals, 
after their third quarter comeback 
was thwarted by a momentum-
swinging interception at the non-
conference, Oct. 19 Senior Night 

game.  
 The Scots received the ball 
starting of first quarter with junior 
returner Andre Reasno. With many 
opportunities fallilng short of the end 
zone, the Scots settled for punting the 
ball at the 15 yardline with 9:40 left 
in the first quarter. Senior defensive 
back Bryan Durbin recovered the 

punt, making the first down, but 
soon after the Generals intercepted 
the ball. 
 Grant made the first two 
touchdowns of the night, and a two-
point conversion on one touchdown 
ended the first quarter 15-0. 
 The second quarter started 
off with Grant receiving. Multiple 

passes were 
attempted, but 
senior defensive 
back Chance 
Lynn stopped the 
play. Before the 
half ended Grant 
scored their third 
touchdown, ending 

the half  21-0.
 Douglas made multiple stops 
against Grant, which stopped them 
from oscoring early in the second 
half. In the third quarter senior 
quarterback Tim Patrick passed to 
Lynn with a gain of 23 on the play 
which made it first and ten. Patrick 
then passed it to Reasno for a 42-
yard touchdown, ending the third 
quarter 7-28. 
 To start the third quarter Grant 
attempted a field goal, which  was 
intercepted by Durbin, making it 
first and goal. Patrick went up center 
to score the Scots’ third touchdown. 
The Scots and the Generals both 
scored again during the fourth 
quarter to end the game 20-36.

“Well, we had some 
critical turnovers during key points 
of the game,” said head coach Dan 
Wood. ìI am proud for my players 
stretching it out during the second 
half.”

Fall season 
ending, winter 
try-outs soon
 
 With fall sports wrap-
ping up, winter sports are 
just around the corner. Stu-
dents should be ready to 
support the Scots’ in their 
last games, meets, and 
matches. Because the High-
lander does not come out 
with a new addition until 
Nov. 27, students should 
be aware of the dates of the 
last games for the fall sports 
seasons. The final regular 
season game for Football 
will be tomorrow, Oct. 26 
at Gresham. The last regu-
lar season game for boys’ 
soccer was unfortunately 
last wednesday, however 
they are scheduled to have 
a play-in game on the 30th. 
The girls’ last regular season 
game is scheduled at home 
against Gresham today, oct. 
25. Volleyball’s last game 
was the 23rd, however they 
are scheduled to compete in 
a play-in game on teh 27th. 
Girls’ and boys’ water polo 
will compete in their last 
game on the 29th at Gresh-
am.
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Volleyball defeats Australian team
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Boys’ water polo takes first in tourney
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GLANCE
Senior Leland Miller, junior Raymond Miller, and sophomore Lindsey Carson 
scrimmage at practice.                                                                       Photo by Daniel Huynh                                                                       

Boys’ soccer falls short to Central Catholic

RECORDS

TOMMY NGO
CROSS COUNTRY

JULIANA BAKER
GIRLS’ SOCCER

GABBY KUPFER
staff reporter

FOOTBALL             3-5
VOLLEYBALL                   2-10                    
B. SOCCER                        3-3
G. SOCCER                1-6
B. WATER POLO    9-0
G. WATER POLO               7-2
B. CROSS COUNTRY        1-4          
G. CROSS COUNTRY        1-5

FOOTBALL:                VOLLEYBALL:      
1. CCHS 1. CCHS
2. GHS 2. BHS
3. BHS    3. SMA
                               
B. SOCCER:        G. SOCCER:
1. CCHS 1. GHS
2. DDHS 2. SMA 
3. CHS 3. CHS
 
B. WATER POLO:    G.WATER POLO:
1.DDHS 1.DDHS
2.PHS 1.BHS
3.RHS 3.PHS                         

B. XC: G. XC
1.CCHS 1.SMA
2.BHS 2.RHS
3.RHS 3.BHS
   

HIGHLANDER’S
PLAYERS
OF THE
MONTH

JV 

Junior Miguel Reyes-Maldonado throws in to a teammate in the Oct. 22 home 
game against Gresham.                                                                       Photo by Daniel Huynh

DANI JONES
staff reporter

 The Scots came out on top with 
three out of fi ve games won against 
a visiting team from Australia, the 
Sharks, in the north gym on Oct. 5.
 Junior Vienna Rynerson served 
fi rst for the Scots followed by a 
junior Jordan Keeney spike was 
blocked. The Sharks then tipped the 
ball right in the hole allowing the 
Scots only a touch. Senior Nikita 
Morgan saved a tip, but the Sharks 
came back with a kill, giving Aus-
tralia a side out. Australia aced a 
serve, giving them the win for the 
fi rst game, 25-14.
  The second game started with 
senior Tess Kuehl tip, giving the 
Scots a side out. Keeney got an-
other kill but the sharks fi red back 
with a kill of their own. Winning 
the second game, 25-20.
 An Australian block is recov-
ered by Kuehl, but it didn’t get 
back over the net. A back set by 
Keeney threw the Sharks off, al-
lowing Rynerson to dig out a hit but 

it didn’t make it 
back over the net. 
The Scots won the 
third game 25-22.
 Australia served 
fi rst, but when the 
ball came back 
over they passed 
it in the net, giving 

Scots a side out. Another Keeney 
spike brought David Douglas 
ahead. The Scots gained possession 
from senior Taylor Almond’s tip 
into a hole, giving them the fourth 
game win, 26-24.
 Senior Mikayla Spragg-Barnes 
served fi rst and the Sharks aced 
their next serve. Kuehl then tipped 
the Australia spike into the net. Se-
nior Paige Martin dumped the ball 
on the other side. Spragg-Barnes 
fi nished the third game by acing her 
serve. DDHS won the fi fth game 
25-21.
 “They competed and never 
gave up,” said head coach Janeen 
Rainey. “We were confi dent in our-
selves and trusted each other and 
played as a team.”

Fan’s 
Insight

 The boys’ water polo team 
took fi rst in the Dan Berry Invi-
tational on Oct. 12. 
 To raise money for the ALS 
Association, Team Dan Berry set 
up the Oct. 12 and 13 Invitation-
al, where David Douglas, Sam 
Barlow, Reynolds, South Salem, 
West Salem, and Hillsboro high 
schools competed to raise mon-
ey. With donations and a silent 
auction Team Dan Berry raised 
$8,500.
 Competing fi rst in the tour-
nament was the Scots and Titans. 
The Scots won 12-4. Next was 
Barlow and South Salem, the 
Bruins won 8-6. Third the Titans 
played the Spartans. The Spar-
tans won 6-5.
 The Raiders played fourth 
and won against the Saxons, 9-6. 

Fifth was the Scots win 20-6 over 
Hillsboro. Sixth, the Raiders 
beating the Bruins. Playing sev-
enth was David Douglas winning 
9-6 against the Bruins. Next, The 
Raiders beat the Hillsboro Spar-
tans, and after that was West and 
South Salem, where West Salem 
beat South Salem. The Bruins 
then beat the Raiders. Lastly the 
Scots beat the Reynolds Raiders 
13-5.  
 After being diagnosed with 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS) David Douglas graduate 
and former water polo player 
Daniel Berry wanted to bring 
back old teammates and raise 
money for the ALS Association.
  Amyotrophic Lateral Sclero-
sis (also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease) is a disease of the ner-
vous cells in the brain and spinal 
cord that control voluntary mus-
cle movement. 

 Even with some decent 
plays, the boys varsity soccer 
team lost 0-5 against the Cen-
tral Catholic Rams, Oct. 16, at 
the Palermini Stadium. 
 Central Catholic started the 
game with the ball and imme-
diately began working towards 
the goal. The Scots attempted a 
goal 11 minutes into the game, 
but it was deflected. At 15 min-
utes in, the Rams scored their 
first goal making the score 1-0. 
 Douglas put up a heavy 
defense and goalkeeper Oscar 
Torres-Rodriguez blocked an-
other attempt. Three minutes 
later, the Rams were back on 
the offense and scored another 
goal. 
 The Rams scored another 
goal before half. The second      

half of the game 
began with the 
Rams putting on 
the pressure, re-
sulting in a few 
more saves and 
two more at-
tempts from the 
Scots, the Rams 
won with three 

more goals. 
 “[We] made some big mis-
takes defensively and lost the 
game,” coach Logan Marqardt 
said.  
 The boys faced Gresham at 
home on Oct. 22 and won 2-1. 
Both sophomore Carlos Bravo 
and freshman Jose Cazun Ro-
driguez scored for the Scots. 
 As of the Oct. 22 game, the 
boys have a conference record 
of 3-2-2, placing them behind 
Central Catholic in the rank-
ing. 

  The NHL is in a lockout that is Com-
missioner Gary Bettman’s third of 
his all too long career, which started 
in 1993. 
       The NHL’s 1994-95 season was 
reduced to 48 games, due to labor 
talks. The NHL was locked out for 
the entire 2004-05 season because 
of labor issues too. This current lock 
out began Sep. 15 at 11:59 p.m.
     In order to have a season, both 
the players union (NHLPA) and the 
owners must agree on a Collective 
Bargaining Agreement (CBA). Both 
sides talk about how they want the 
season to go on and how much they 
don’t want the fans to suffer from 
this. Meanwhile, they continue to 
disagree.  
      The owners want to cut the 
players’ Hockey Related Revenue 
(HRR), which is currently 57%. First, 
they wanted the players share to go 
to 46%. Past proposed modifi ca-
tions would actually have made the 

players share down to 43%. 
     Other lock out issues include: 
the salary cap and its fl exibility, rev-
enue sharing, entry-level contracts, 
unrestricted free agency, maximum 
contract terms, salary arbitration, 
non-player spending, and extra 
draft picks to those teams who 
need them.   
   Owners want maximum contract 
limits. There are none right now, the 
owners want a limit of fi ve years. 
That is not acceptable. It is easy to 
understand why owners would want 
that in case of a player getting seri-
ously hurt or traded, but, the best 
of the best should be able to get a 
longer contract.
  Revenue sharing is a brilliant idea 
as that would help out the teams 
that aren’t doing well fi nancially.  
  The NHL is getting greedy. The 
owners aren’t the ones who are put-
ting themselves out there, in harms 
way.  Due to this, the players should 

Susannah Hotovec

“The owners aren’t 
the ones who are 

putting themselves 
out there, in harms 

way.”

NHL’s lockout nonsensical
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Counselor Shawna Myers browses the new counseling Facebook page. The page, established in 
2011, posts updates on events happening around the school.                                       Photo by Gabby Kupfer

Rummage sale to benefi t seniors     

ALEXIS BLAZIER
staff reporter

Alarm covers added as prevention

 The new fi re alarm covers, seen around 
the school, have been implemented to prevent 
both accidental pulls and intentional false 
alarms.
       The new covers are more diffi cult to 
remove, and once a cover is removed and the 
alarm is pulled, only the alarm pulled will go 
off at fi rst, so staff have a better idea of which 
alarm was pulled and who pulled it.
      The covers were installed over the summer 
by the school’s maintenance department. 

Waterford, MI company SafetyTech 
International manufactured the covers. The 
fi re alarm covers were funded through the 
school’s general fund.
      The new covers are designed to decrease 
the cost of false alarms, as every time there is 
a fi re alarm pull without a real fi re the school 
is charged about $125. 
      “It’s hard to say if these covers will 
be good or bad,” said head custodian Ron 
Johnson. “If kids want to pull the fi re alarms 
they’re going to. It’s as simple as that, but 
hopefully these will bring down the number 
of pulls that do happen.”

 The Senior All Night Party (SANP) 
Committee has organized a rummage sale 
to fundraise for its end of the year party, 
the first sale beginning Oct. 26.
 There are three sales scheduled for 
this year, the first one occurring Oct. 
26-27, the second on March 15-16, and 
the third on April 26-27. All of the sales 
will be on Friday and Saturday at 7:00 
to 6:00, and will be held in the South 
Cafeteria. The profits from the sale will 
go to fund the SANP, which is expected 
to cost between $10,000 and $12,000. 
In addition to the rummage sales, the 

party is funded through other school 
organizations, like the Dad’s Club, and 
private donations.
 All rummage sale items were donated 
by members of the community. In the 
past, each sale generated on average 
$1,000 a day. 
       “Our rummage sale will be holding 
every kind of clothing, household, yard 
and garage item you could think of,” said 
PTSA president Renee Wells.
       The purpose of the all-night party is to 
give seniors a safe place for one last night 
together with their classmates before 
going off in different directions. The 
party takes place right after graduation 
on June 5.

20:12HLDR 4G 65%

NEW MESSAGE

ever, Menlo Park Elementary School has come the 
closest, with 54 percent of its prints sent through 
Skyline, but is still 16 percent away from the goal. 
Ron Russell Middle School reports the least, with 
nine percent of its prints going through Skyline.
 “Our staff was trained again this fall in how 
to access Skyline and we look forward to using 
it more this year at Ron Russell Middle School,” 
said Ron Russell principal Andrew Long.
 At a district-wide level, only about 33 percent 
of prints are sent to the print shop, less than half 
of the goal.
 “We need to encourage schools to increase 
their participation,” said Grotting.
 Ron Russell Middle School also uses the 
least amount of paper, 1,726 pages per student, 
or pps. Gilbert Park Elementary School uses 
3,004 pps, the most amount of paper. The district 
average is 2,228 pps, the equivalent of almost 
four Harry Potter novels. These calculations are 
from district reports from the school year of 2011-
2012.
 “What we’d like to do is to reduce the 
number of copies per student,” said Grotting. 
 The district has ensured that each room 
has a document camera, so teachers can project 
the lesson on the screen instead of passing out 
individual sheets.

A congregation of students from multiple school districts learn how to perform one of the activities 
they will teach as Outdoor School camp counselors.                                                                    Photo by Kaytlynn Day

FELIX BAUMGARTNER
WORLD RECORD SKYDIVER 

       High school students from all over Oregon 
traveled by bus to their chosen Outdoor 
School sites for an overnight workshop on 
Sep. 28-29.
       Students were assigned to the camps   
Howard,  Namanu, Sandy River, Milk Creek, 
Oregon Trail and Arrah Wanna. Arrah Wanna 
students ended up going to Howard as well, 
due to Arrah Wanna being occupied by 
another group at the time of the workshop. 
The purpose of the workshop was to learn 
how to teach the water, animal, soil, and plant 
fi eld studies as well as fi guring out how to 
handle problems with sixth graders.
       After school on Sep. 28, students waited 
for the bus to arrive with their sleeping 

bags, pillows, and clothes needed for the 
overnight trip. Once they arrived, they 
traveled to the Multnomah Education Service 
District (MESD) and waited to depart to the 
Outdoor School site on a different school 
bus. Students arrived at camp at 6:30 p.m. 
and quickly unpacked their luggage in their 
assigned cabins.
       Since the camp was shared between two 
different groups, while Howard was on fi eld 
study, Arrah Wanna was having breakfast in 
the dining hall. Before breakfast, students 
were taught the fl ag routine and the jump-up, 
guest, and host routes. The high schoolers 
then went to their assigned fi eld study posted 
in their cabin before breakfast and learned 
how to teach 6th graders about the study. 
Students then had lunch and loaded their 
luggage on the buses for the ride home.

 The counseling office reflects the 
demands of a Facebook culture, with 
a special page on the site dedicated to 
information for students.
 The page has been online for over a 
year, but seniors are just now being made 
aware of its existence. Posts run the topical 
gamut from varied scholarships’ criteria 
and counseling office events, to work-
based learning opportunities and student 

workshops, to available hotlines, college 
visitations, FAFSA, and presentations. 
Many of these are gone over in daily 
announcements and the like; however, the 
Facebook page brings all of this and more 
together. As of press date, over 300 fellow 
Facebook users, most if not all of them 
students, have liked the page. 
 “I think that since this is only [its] 
second year, and there has already been 
an increase in likes, that our page will 
be popular in the future,” says counselor 
Shawna Myers.

Register to 
vote by Nov. 4

 As election day approaches, 
students 17 and older are encouraged 
to make a difference in their country 
by registering to vote by Nov. 4. 
 The easiest way to register is 
to fi ll out the National Mail Voter 
Registration Form. However, students 
can also register at election offi ces and 
the DMV. More information can be 
found at http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/
Topics/Voting/Register.shtml

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

Scots Auto
Oil Change & Preventative 
Maintenance - $24.95
(Synthetic oil also available for an extra charge)

Tire Rotation - $5

Windshield wiper and lightbuild 
replacements, brakes, check engine 

code reader also available
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