
        

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
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The Latino Club engaged 
Latino parents to take part
in school participation.

Newly elected Portland mayor Charlie Hales visited the campus on Oct. 25 to take on the job of “Principal for a  Day.”   Throughout his day, Hales 
visited classes, such as social studies teacher Cathy Saks’ (above), accompanied by fulltime principal John Bier.                      Photo by  Hunter Holmes

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

Famous composer leads workshop

See HAZO Page 12
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Football fi nished fourth in 
the MHC, defeating Newberg
to get into the play-offs, but fell to 
Sheldon in the fi rst round.

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter
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Boys’ water polo fi nished 
a successful season 
undefeated, fi nishing sixth at the 
State Championship.

Charlie Hales principal for a day
 Mayor-elect Charlie Hales, before the Nov. 6 election, visited the 
school on Oct. 25 to take up the mantle of “Principal for a Day,” where 
he toured the school, visited classrooms, and talked to teachers about 
issues facing Portland schools.
 Hales fi rst met with principal John Bier. The two conferred for a 
short period of time then began a tour of the school, fi rst by talking to 
SUN coordinator CJ Mead. Hales expressed an interest in the methods 
the school employed to reach out to truant students, and commended 
the diversity of the SUN program’s offerings. 
 Following that meeting, Hales visited the social studies building 
to talk to teachers and students. His fi rst stop was College U.S. History 
teacher Cathy Saks’ class, where he spoke at length to students, both 
giving context about himself and answering questions about his role 
as Portland’s future mayor. He began by giving a brief commentary 
on Thomas Jefferson, the current topic of the class. He then segued 

into speaking to students about his role in the then upcoming election. 
Hales provided background on himself, from his time on Portland City 
Council to being a cat person. One of the political issues he promised to 
address when in offi ce was the use of excessive force by Portland Police, 
evidenced by recent shootings. He also discussed transportation and park 
maintenance, both issues he was frequently involved with on City Coun-
cil. Hales’ longtime support of light rail, and one of the reasons it is so 
prevalent in Portland, earned him the nickname “Choo Choo Charlie,” a 
fact that amused the class.
 After the visit to Saks’ classroom, he toured the PAC then met one-on-
one with ELL and social studies teachers. Upon meeting some of the fi rst-
year ELL students, Hale commented on the diversity of David Douglas, 
and the positive environment it provided non-native students.
 Hales’ next sojourn was to the English hall, where he talked with 
teachers about the writing curriculum and the Smarter Balanced test slated 
for implementation next year. He stopped by The Highlander staff room 
to pick up a copy of last month’s edition, where he and fellow candidate 
Jefferson Smith were featured.

 Samuel Hazo, a renowned composer 
known worldwide, visited the David Douglas 
music department Oct. 25 for a two-and-a-half-
hour workshop as a guest conductor.
    As well as writing scores for professional 
through public school levels and also for tele-
vision, radio, and the stage, Hazo has taught 
music to every grade level, from kindergarten 
through college. His compositions were listed 
in a published national survey of the “Top 
Twenty Compositions of All Time” for wind 
band in 2004.
 Hazo came from his home in Pittsburgh, to 

conduct the Oregon All-State band in 2009. 
Assistant band director Tom Muller was the 
Oregon Band Directors Association presi-
dent at the time. The two became friends 
and kept in touch. Since Hazo conducted 
the Oregon All-State band, he had talked 
about coming back to Oregon. Hazo called 
Muller to inform him he had an opening and 
wanted to know if they and any other band 
programs in the area would be interested in 
having him come in. Sam Barlow, Parkrose, 
and West Linn high schools also had the op-
portunity to meet with Hazo during his visit 
to Oregon.
 The Wind Ensemble prepared “A Fan-
tasy on a Japanese Folk Song,” a piece com-

posed by Hazo.  “A Fantasy on a Japanese Folk 
Song” has a story behind it that the students of 
the band had yet heard of. Hazo was asked to 
compose a piece that would make an audience 
cry for six minutes straight. While playing on 
the piano, Hazo came up with a solid idea for 
the piece, but it didn’t suffi ce as the main idea. 
Hazo contacted one of his student’s mother 
who was born and raised in Japan in hopes of 
inspiration. She brought over many CDs and 
a music box that were all traditional Japanese 
songs. She played several songs for Hazo, but 
none of them were quite what he was looking for. 
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The Snoderlys have 
been a part of David 
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New security guard not new to school
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Theft 
follows 
visitation
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Chevron program to fuel school
Shemia Fagan, newly elected state representative for House District 51, is seen 
here in one of her campaign ads.                                        Photo courtesy shemiafagan.com

New security guard Tamra Coplen who has a long history in the David Douglas school district talks to junior Jennifer Kim 
about the campus dress code.                                                                    Photo by Tierra Johansen

Numerous student contact 
cards addressed to area colleges 
were stolen on Sep. 28 following a 
campus visitation.

There were four colleges and 
universities that collected the cards 
during the visitation that ran from 
Sep. 24-27, including Oregon 
Institute of Technology, OSU, 
Cascade Campus, and Southern 
Oregon University. Student 
contact cards for U of O, Portland 
State, Western and Eastern Oregon 
universities were not stolen.

The theft took place early 
morning in Salem and was 
reported to Salem Police that 
day. The window of the van that 
held the cards was smashed in 
and everything in the van was 
taken. Each contact card included 
the student’s name, address, 
email address, phone number, 
gender, date of birth, high school 
graduation year, and academic 
interests. Fortunately, the cards 
did not include a social security 
number or any financial consumer 
information.

The names on the cards 
represented students from Salem, 
Woodburn, Newberg, Sherwood, 
Canby, Yamhill, Carlton, Portland, 
and Milwaukie. Schools affected 
included Sprague, South Salem, 
Rex Putnam, David Douglas, 
West Salem, Newberg, Amity, 
Central, Chemawa Indian, Dayton, 
Falls City, Kennedy, Neah-Kah-
Nie, Perrydale, Regis, Santiam 
Christian, Sheridan, Silverton, 
Stayton, and Western Mennonite.

A letter was sent out to parents 
to  inform them of the theft, and that 
there was no information on the 
cards that could hurt the student, as 
in identity theft.  

The universities involved 
are taking steps in evaluating the 
procedure for gathering student 
information and making sure that 
this does not happen again. There 
has been no information of any 
cards found.

Tamra Coplen, who prefers to 
be called Ms. Coplen, may be new 
to her job as a DDHS security guard, 
but she’s certainly not new to the 
school. 

Coplen graduated from Henley 
High School in Klamath Falls 
and attended Southern Oregon 
University. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in Criminology and has a law 
enforcement background. She also 
has a Masters in Special Education.   

“My intentions were to go into 
law enforcement, but education 
opened up,” she said. 

Coplen was a long-term 
substitute for metals teachers Jeff 
Reardon and Bill Ekroth last year. 
Before that, she spent three and a 
half years K-12 subbing, and has 
been teaching and coaching since 
2005, including volleyball and track. 
Coplen also worked for Oregon Youth 

Authority with at-risk students. 
“I’m happy to be at DDHS, 

no matter what position,” she said. 
“I like to be in whatever position 
allows me to affect the most kids in 
a positive way.”  

Coplen knows several students 
and staff from last year, and the 
freshmen from her years of working 
at the middle and elementary 
schools. This makes it easier for her 
to approach and talk to the students.  

“Teachers are lifelong learners,” 
said Coplen. “As we teach, we learn 
from the students.”   

She likes the DDHS diversity, 
the commitment from teachers to do 
their best, and the all-around family 
atmosphere.     

“I am also really enjoying the 
special bond that the security officers 
have with each other,” Coplen said. 
“It’s like one big, happy family.”

 “She is doing a great job and is 
an asset to the security team,” said 
head security guard Wayne Snoderly. 

 Chevron’s annual Fuel Your School program raised a total of 
$165,413 in the month of October, with $42,940.97 going to David 
Douglas School District in the first year that Multnomah County 
participated in the program. 
 “Chevron is committed to promoting education , particularly in 
the areas of science, technology, engineering and math,” said Policy, 
Government and Public Affairs Representative Marian Catedral-King.
 For every eight gallons of gas purchased at a time at participating 
Multnomah County Chevron and Texaco gas stations, $1 was donated to 
Multnomah County public schools, with a limit of $250,000. Teachers 
who want to request supplies can do so on donorschoose.org between 
Sep. 1 and Nov. 30 to be eligible for Chevron funding.
 “In the time of diminishing resources, we need to do whatever 
we can to help teachers, and ultimately kids, in the classroom,” said 
superintendent Don Grotting.
 Projects on donorschoose.org may also be funded by individual 
donations. Out of the 255 projects from Multnomah County, as of Nov. 
15, 222 were funded, with the remaining 35 still eligible for funding. 

  Democrat Representative-
elect Shemia Fagan took a lead 
through to victory in the race 
for Oregon House District 51, 
against  Republican Patrick 
Sheehan from Happy Valley.
  Fagan grew up in the small 
towns of Dufur and The Dalles 
in Eastern Oregon. She and her 
two brothers were raised by their 
father. 
  “We didn’t have a lot grow-
ing up, and what we did have 
sometimes came from my gen-
erous community,” she states on 
her website, shemiafagan.com. 
“I always had a safe place to go 
after school. I always had help 
with my homework. I always 
had enough to eat.” 
  Fagan was raised with edu-
cation and hard work as top 
priorities. She earned a soccer 
scholarship to college and went 
on to law school at Lewis and 
Clark after graduating from The 
Dalles High School. Fagan was 
elected to the David Douglas 
School Board in 2011. She is a 
business lawyer for Ater Wynne 
in downtown Portland.
  Her campaign was endorsed 

by the Oregon Education Associ-
ation, Oregon School Employees 
Association, Stand for Children, 
Service Employees International 
Union, Oregon Building Trades 
Council, Planned Parenthood of 
Oregon, and the Oregon Nurses 
Association.
  House District 51 is one of 
five House Districts won back 
from Republicans by Demo-
crats. This was made possible by 
a series of redistricting last year 
as a result of the 2011 Census. 
According to The Portland Tri-
bune, this shift resulted in more 
Democratic east Portlanders and 
less Republican-leaning Clacka-
mas County residents. This also 
resulted in a larger Democratic 
edge, over 2,300 more regular 
Democratic voters, meaning that 
Democrats now outnumber Re-
publicans in District 51.
  “Growing up, my commu-
nity contributed significantly 
to my success, and I feel duty 
bound to give back,” stated Fa-
gan. “I am an elected volunteer 
on the David Douglas School 
Board, and I continually do 
pro bono legal work, helping 
struggling Oregonians catch a 
break.”

 “At the moment, the figures we have show that teachers from 
the Portland School District and David Douglas School District are 
maximizing the Fuel Your School opportunity and have submitted the 
most number of project requests,” said Catedral-King.
 Out of the 222 funded projects in Multnomah County, 67 of them 
were from David Douglas School District. The school district still has 
17 projects eligible for funding, which will continue through the end of 
November.
 “David Douglas was, by percentages, one of the most involved,” 
said district communications director Dan McCue.
 Donorschoose, an organization completely separate from Chevron, 
creates the criteria to decide which projects are posted on the site. As 
long as the project meets the site’s criteria of costing less than $2,000 
and not a field trip, Chevron will fund it after private donors are finished 
with making their personal donations. 
 Once projects are funded, the money goes to Donorschoose, which 
purchases the items and then sends them to the teacher who requested 
them. 
 “Once Chevron’s program is over, Donorschoose will go on,” said 
Grotting, encouraging teachers to make use of the website after the Fuel 
Your School program ends.



halls is mainly the sharks,” said 
Wolford. “The oil in their livers 
is the cause, but a small part of 
it is the Bio-Safe preservative.”
 Sharks are very beneficial 
animals to dissect due to their 

u s e f u l 
anatomical 
features.  
 D o s s a 
will be 
dissect ing 
this month. 
This year 
he will be 
dissect ing 
sea stars, 
s h a r k s , 
clams, and 
squids.
  “I think 
there’s a 
value in 
seeing the 
inside of an 
o r g a n i s m 
firsthand,”  

said Dossa. “Pictures don’t 
really let you see firsthand. 
When you’re looking at the 
animal, you can really see the 
beauty of the system inside.”

GABBY KUPFER
staff reporter

News 3NEWSMAY 26, 2006Highlander

ALEXIS BLASIER
staff reporter

Science still has the guts

Immersion classes prep students for future
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Portland State
program 
bridges gap

JAZZMEN GRIFFIN
opinions editor

Freshmen Daniil Chumak, Madison Warren, and Uriah Hogan participate in 
an activity by repeating words said by Spanish teacher Antonio Torres. Full 
immersion into a second language has proven successful.     Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

SERINA FASTHORSE
staff reporter

Students partake in four step challenge

  Marine biology teacher Scott Dossa is one of three science teachers who will continue to use actual dissections as an 
important learning tool. “There’s value in seeing the inside of an organism firsthand,” he said.       Photo by Alexis Blasier

 Schools from all over 
Oregon were invited to 
Portland State University on 
Nov. 16 to take part in PSU 
Bridges.
 PSU Bridges was a 9:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. event for high 
school students  who are first 
generation or from ethnically 
diverse backgrounds who 
are exploring college 
opportunities. 
 The day started in the 
Smith Memorial Student 
Union Ballroom with a 
gathering of students from 
all schools. Students then had 
the chance to attend one of 
18 academic sessions, lasting 
approximately 30 minutes, 
ranging from Black Studies 
to Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies. Students 
also had the chance to choose 
from multiple campus life 
sessions offered. 
 The day was also filled 
with a campus tour, admissions 
and financial aid, and  
diversity and multicultural 
student services. Students 
also won raffle prizes ranging 
from PSU key chains to PSU 
tumblers. Ben & Jerry’s also 
offered students a choice of 
six different flavors. Seniors 
who had or were planning 
on applying to PSU had a 
raffle drawing to win a $550 
scholarship. Douglas senior 
Brian Ngo won the  raffle.

 Full language immersion 
has created a unique learning 
experience for those taking 
Spanish classes. 
 The language is now taught 
with hands-on activities only. 
The rooms have been rearranged 
into chair circles, creating an 
atmosphere  allowing an efficient 
hands-on learning environment. 
Students partake only using 
the language being taught. If a 
student needs a piece of paper in 
Spanish class, they must ask for it 
in Spanish. 
 Spanish teachers Antonio 
Torres and Joe Little began 
teaching classes this way this year. 
Torres received the opportunity 
to participate in special training 
from a Medford school. He gained 
permission from principal John 
Bier to change the curriculum for 
this form of learning. 
 Spanish is the only class that 
uses this teaching method. The 

American Sign Language classes 
are using partial immersion.
 Students learn in full 
immersion classes because the 
language is used in a more natural 
setting, better preparing them 
for real life situations. Instead 
of sitting at a desk and writing 
down sentences, students use 
kinesthetic, auditory, and visual 
learning, immediately practicing in 
a group setting. It becomes easier 
to retain and recall information 
and creates a positive attitude in 
class. All students are on equal 
footing, allowing students to feel 
less embarrassed and be more 
comfortable. Students also become 
more involved and participate 
with positive attitudes.   
 “I want to thank Mr. Bier 
for his support in this and to the 
World Language Department for 
being willing to try it out with 
me,” said Torres. “I would like 
to thank [him] and Mrs. Bassine 
for their support. Without 
them this would not have been 
possible.”

 The College and Career Center participated in the Future 
Connect Challenge along with all Portland-area high schools on 
Oct. 5 through Nov. 5.
 The Future Connect Challenge is a month-long opportunity 
for students to make themselves more aware of college and 
related information, as well as enter for a chance to win prizes.
 There were four steps throughout the month of October. The 
first step, Find Support!, started on Oct. 5 and ended on Oct. 
14. Students were asked to write a reflection on speaking with a 
friend about plans after high school, or shared thoughts on two 
college clubs or student groups.
 The second step, Show Me the Money!, took place Oct. 15 
through Oct. 21. This step asked students to complete one of 
three tasks, followed by a reflection: attend a FAFSA workshop, 
visit the OSAC website and apply for a scholarship, or fill out a 
FAFSA4caster.
 Find the Right Fit! was step number three, starting Oct. 22 

and ending Oct. 28. This activity was focused on finding colleges 
that fit students’ needs. It required that they attend the Portland 
National College Fair on Oct. 26 and 27, visit a college campus 
or research three majors and write a response.
 The fourth and final step of the challenge involved 
interviewing a school counselor. Push Yourself! lasted from Oct. 
29 to Nov. 5 and provided participants with a “20 Questions to 
Ask Your Counselor” worksheet that they could use to interview 
a college and career counselor or school counselor.
 Small weekly prize winners were chosen every week and 
received prizes from several different companies: Starbucks, 
Domino’s Pizza, The Oregon Zoo, Sky High Sports, Wunderland, 
Trader Joe’s. Grand prize winners were drawn at the end of the 
challenge and included Trail Blazer tickets, an iPad, a Summer 
Works paid internship, lunch with current mayor Sam Adams, 
and Future Connect scholarships.
 “I think this was a great opportunity for students to get 
educated about college and use the information to start planning 
their future,” said DDHS college and career counselor Deb 
Murray. 

 While many high schools 
have abandoned real dissections 
for computer programs, marine 
biology teachers David Gilbert, 
Scott Dossa, and zoology 
teacher Jan. Wolford still utilize 
actual dissections, filling the 
halls with fishy smelling liver 
oil and a non-toxic preservative 
called Bio-Safe that covers the 
dissected animals.
 Gilbert has and will be 
dissecting sharks, sea stars, 
crayfish, clams, and squid 
during periods one, three, four, 
seven, and eight. The sea star 
dissection will possibly take 
place this month. 
 “I think of myself as an 
environmentalist, so I’m aware 
that these animals were killed, 
but they are raised in captivity  
for this purpose,” said Gilbert. 
“I think dissecting is very 
educational for the students.”
 Wolford’s class will be 
dissecting lamprey, sharks, 
pigeons, bullfrogs, and rats.
 “The fishy smell in the 

“The fishy 
smell in 
the halls is 
mainly 
the sharks. 
The oil in 
their 
livers 
is the 
cause...”
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced Jour-
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First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
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“Special Merit,” and 2012 with “Special Merit.” 
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“We often try to 
prove what we feel 

is right without 
researching the 

facts just because 
our assumptions 

seem very 
accurate.”

Evacuate when you’re told
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1. Turkey was not 
served at the fi rst
Thanksgiving.
a. True
b. False

2.Which U.S. presi-
dent made Thanks-
giving an offi cial 
holiday?
a. George Washington
b. James Madison
c. John Adams
d. Abraham Lincoln

3. How many pounds 
of turkey do Ameri-
cans feast on each  
year?
a. 954 billion
b. 535 million
c. 10 million
d. 600

4. A turkey can... 
a. drown if it looks up 
while it’s raining
b. fl y at 50-55 mph
c. lay 10-12 eggs at 
once.
d. all of the above

5. What year was the 
fi rst famous Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day 
Parade?
a. 1893
b. 1957
c. 1925
d. 1924

6. Which NFL team 
started the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving 
Day Football game?
a. Detroit Lions
b. Green Bay Packers
c. Dallas Cowboys
d. New York Giants

7. Where was the 
turkey fi rst domesto-
cated? 
a. China
b. United States
c. Mexico
d. Africa

8. Which famous 
American wanted 
the turkey to be the 
national bird? 
a. Ben Franklin
b. Thomas Jefferson
c. George Washington
d. Max Foster

9. Which is Na-
tional Turkey Lover’s 
Month? 
a. June
b. September
c. December
d. August

10. All are false 
EXCEPT... 
a. A turkeys head 
changes color when 
it is excited
b. A turkey has 
seven toes 
c. Pilgrims came on 
the Junefl ower
d. Pilgrims did not 
drink beer

11. Corn can grow to 
be which color? 
a. Blue
b. Yellow
c. White
d. All of the above

12. How long did the 
fi rst Thanksgiving 
last?
a. Four days
b. One day
c. One week
d. Three days

13. At the original 
Thanksging, there 
wasn’t...
a. Milk
b. Mashed potatoes
c. Pumpkin pie
d. All of the above

thing to be worried about! I know 
people always say, “who cares 
what other people think of you?” 
But obviously, we, ourselves, 
care a lot. Maybe a solution to 
help stop this would be to stop 
being so judgemental. I know it 
will not all stop completely but 
maybe if people just laid off the 
nasty comments. Girls would 
not be so self- conscious. People 
should really start to think before 
they speak. One wrong comment 
can ruin someone’s life forever. 

-Sophomore
Eva Wong

turkey 

day

Stereotypical forbidden fruit

“Just keep smiling, Fellas. We should look 
like friends—at least for the next four years.” Stepping     

Into 
Sunshine
Inna Vavilina

MY TURN

TOM
CHEN

“Just because you 
dodged a bullet once, does 

not mean you will be able 
to dodge another.”

safety first over nonsensical 
reasons. In most families, kids 
have no say in anything. Parents 
should make an intelligent deci-
sion for a situation where death 
is an option. 
 Many people want to experi-
ence something new, and surviv-
ing through a natural disaster is 
the perfect excuse. These people 
treat roller coasters as walking, 
whereas experiencing a natural 
disaster is the new thrill. 
 Plenty of us do not like being 
told what to do, and being told to 
evacuate for safety is no different. 
They believe their freedom is be-
ing  taken  from them, which gives 
them a reason to put their life on 
the line. 
 To end all of this, authori-
ties need to go door to door. For 
instance, in a wildfi re, residents 
are forced to evacuate because 
their life is at risk. In a natural 
disaster, forceful evacuations are 
necessary for senseless people 
to wake up and realize what is 
going on around them. 
 In Portland, rumors of a 
big earthquake occurring are 
spreading rapidly, and I would 
not be surprised when no one 
evacuates before it happens. 
Forrest Gump once said, stupid 
is as stupid does, and it applies 
perfectly to daredevil individuals 
who want to see life fl ash in front 
of their eyes.   

How much faith should we 
place in state representa-
tives whose goal it was 
to block legislation that 
came from the democratic 
senate, or legislation that 
came from the republican 
house, simply based on the 
party that originated the 
legislation?

We were taught at the 
age of fi ve to cooperate. 
Why? Because each of 
us has a different way of 
doing something, yet we 
needed to learn how to 
accomplish a single goal 
together. Those elected 
into office three weeks 
ago could learn a lot from 
a kindergartner.

It’s time to make his-
tory. Republican or Demo-
crat, Libertarian or In-
dependent, hard line Tea 
Partier or bleeding heart 
Liberal—we must all rally 
behind the president if our 
country is to accomplish 
anything. The next four 
years will be looked at 
by historians for years to 
come. Let’s make what 
they study a model for our 
posterity. Dear Editor,

  My name is  Kevin 
Ryan.  I’m a senior.  I’d 
thought your readers would 
enjoy this piece I’m work-
ing on. Enjoy!
 I lock myself away, and 
hear all the fights. The one 
caught in-between. I hear the 
insults. I put myself some-
where else. I am a prisoner 
in my own home. I am con-
nected only by blood. I am 
an orphan of my own accord. 
The silenced. Brave only in 
my mind. I cannot act upon 
my thoughts, for I am not but 
a coward. A sparrow. Weak, 
timid, frightened. Just trying 
to survive. So I lock me away. 
I hide in my asylum. Turn the 
music loud and drown out my 
soul, I bottle away that which is 
me and become a husk. Flesh, 
blood, sinews, and cowardice. 
The me I knew, that you knew, 
is gone right now. He may not 
be back. He just needs a savior, 
a hand to guide him. He is a 
child grown too quick. A dam 
of emotions, These are his 
words. The cracks in the stone. 
If only he could fi nd someone 
to withstand the emotion when 
it breaks.

-Senior 
Kevin Ryan

Dear Editor,
   I think that we need to have 
a moment of silence during 
school on Sept. 11, for those 
who were lost in the terror-
ist attacks on the pentagon 
and the world trade center 
in 2001. Even though I was 
around three years old at the 
time of the attacks, they have 
still impacted this generation’s 
lives. I’ve visited New York 
and the Pentagon and seen the 
memorials and how people 
still come there to honor the 
fallen. I’m a proud American, 
and I feel as though it would 
be a shame for our school to 
brush off this event like NBC 

appallingly did to talk about 
a Kardashian’s (whom I am 
still confused as to why they 
are famous) breast implants. 
Lets not participate in apathy 
like that.

-Sophomore
Larissa Schuermyer

Dear Editor,
 I think girls in today’s so-
ciety are too focused on the idea 
of “perfect.” They are worried 
about their clothes, hair, makeup, 
and the worst—their weight. 
I think it is such an unhealthy 

 Evacuating a disaster is 
simple, simple enough to pre-
vent death, yet many who are 
faced with this situation find 
evacuation an option.
 I may be part of the mass 
majority who will choose to 
evacuate when told to do so 
during a major disaster, but 
there are amounts of crazy 
people who choose to stay in the 
path of an upcoming hurricane, 
earthquake, etc. It is silly when 
someone cares about money 
and retaining a job more than 
surviving. If I were faced with a 
situation where we have to pick 
between cash or surviving, I, 
personally,  would choose the 
latter.
 You and I are not invincible, 
Just because you dodged a bul-
let once, does not mean you will 
be able to dodge another. Sur-
vival is not about luck, but rather 
instead using a hint of common 
sense.
 Suddenly, many people see 
a hurricane in the distance; they 
now become Usain Bolt, running 
frantically onto their rooftop in 
hopes of being rescued. Why 
should human energy, time and 
resources be wasted on ignorant 
humans when it could be used 
on restoring damaged areas? 
 Astonishingly, families are 
not evacuating either. Idiotic 
parents should put their child’s 

Why can’t we all just get along?

 Apples have always 
been looked at as the fruit 
that God forbade Adam 
and Eve to eat. But why 
not a peach or a cherry? 
Why stereotype apples?
 Apples seem to be 
used in many different 
places in the modern 
world, including Apple 
Computers.
 Although in past in-
terviews with Apple rep-
resentative Rob Jenoff, 
he has denied conscious 
biblical reference, we still 
believed our old assump-
tions.
 We often try to prove 
what we feel is right with-
out researching the facts 
just because our assump-
tions seem very accurate.
 We associate two 
objects as one and the 
same, and it seems very 
accurate because of the 
correlation’s strength. But 

why do we refuse to do our 
research and instead take 
the chance of making a 
complete fool  of ourselves 
if we are proved wrong af-
ter some time? No. 
Being right and knowing 
it is way better and will 
earn much more lasting 
praise than the false ac-
cusation that sounds right 
but is proven wrong af-
ter a few short days. And 
even knowledge of one’s 
error is better than cling-
ing on to our own theory in 
something resembling ego-
stroking. 
 Apples are a very pop-
ular stereotype. “Apples 
to oranges, the theory of 
Eve taking a bite out of an 
apple, and Apple taking a 
big bite out of the “forbid-
den fruit” as their logo are 
shining examples. Honest-
ly, I don’t understand why. 
Apples are just as innocent 

The beauty of a de-
mocracy is that every so 
often—every four years 
in our country—we get to 
participate in the process 
of renewing our leaders 
or choosing new ones. 
Barack Obama will remain 
our president for the next 
four years, and whether he 
or Mitt Romney was your 
choice, the country needs 
to move forward, and it 
can—no matter what the 
other side said leading up 
to the Nov. 6 election—if 
compromise and coopera-
tion can be reached.

The United States is 
divided like no time since 
the Civil War. Maybe our 
biggest challenge during 
the next four years isn’t 
the lingering effects of the 
Great Recession or   cli-
mate change. Maybe our 
biggest challenge is over-
coming our differences and 
rallying behind President 
Obama. It would be his-
toric if we did. Remember, 
the U.S. has never shied 
away from making his-
tory. How? First, political 
shenanigans need to stop. 
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Global warming 
not Sandy’s cause

COUNTER-POINT

ALEXIS BLASIER
news reporter

Global warming 
affects Sandy

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“Yes, I do think 
people make 
excuses.”

-Sophomore
Alondre Taylor 

“Yes, because 
they don’t want 
to deal with 
other people’s 
problems.” 

-Sophomore
Angelina  
Razvmova

Teens talk the talk, too lazy to walk

CASSIDY BEAN
news editor

Do you think our 
generation makes 
excuses in order 

to bypass 
assisting others?

Volunteering at zoo worth investment

SERINA FAST 
HORSE

news reporter

Putting
Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“The connection 
between animal and 
human has taught me 
what responsibility 
and tenderness are.”

“I don’t think 
they try and just 
make excuses.”

-Sophomore
Sham Nair 

Courtesy Snapple.com

•The chicken is the closest living relative of the T. rex.

•On average a man spends 

about fi ve months of his life 

shaving. 

•A duck has three 
    eyelids.

•Less than 2% of the water on Earth is fresh

• Most rechargeable 

batteries can be recharged 

up to 1,000 times.

 The chance to volunteer at 
The Oregon Zoo through David 
Douglas as an elective credit has 
been phenomenal and an honor.
 Even though the posters for 
volunteering at the zoo around 
school show a misleading picture 
of a giraffe and students feeding 
baby animals, it is a great pro-
gram worth investing time. We 
only work at the Family Farm 
and the Education House. The 
Family Farm only has goats and 
chickens right now as the zoo is 
renovating, so the rest of the time 
is spent at the Ed House taking 
care of the rabbits, a rat, hedge-
hogs, ferrets, snakes, bearded 
dragons, a blue tongued skink, 
and other reptiles.
 If a student is trying to get 
out of school easily, this is not the 
place to be. It is hard physical la-
bor that was enjoyable. I am not 
the skirmish type when it comes 
to picking up feces, which is the 
number one thing we do there. 
Other activities include feeding, 
grooming, and giving the animals 
enrichment activities to enhance 
their intelligence. If time is left 
over, we get to shower attention 

 Ever think about making a difference in 
the community? Chances are, even if the 
thought occured, nothing was done, and 
nothing will ever be done. Excuses such 
as “I’m too lazy” infect today’s youth, 

turning them into parasites. Every little act of goodness 
counts, no matter how little. If this laziness persists, future 
generations are doomed to decay into a band of whiny 
worms.
 Do not underestimate the miniscule amount of goodness 
each and every one of us can put into the world. Something 
as simple as helping classmates pick up their books, or get-
ting up to grab a few napkins, will be enough to make them  
appreciate you and set a good example for onlookers.
 Inversely, being a bully would have the opposite effect. 
Something as simple as stealing someone’s food or pencil 
would give others the impression that stealing is acceptable, 
even though it’s most defi nitely not.
 Most of us aren’t good or bad. We call ourselves neutral. 
However, being neutral is the same thing as being nonexis-
tent. We can all make a difference, so why don’t we? “I’m 
too lazy” or “I don’t care” are our excuses. These need to 
stop. Being neutral might not have an effect, but being lazy 
defi nitely does. Laziness spreads because being apathetic 
and lazy is perceived to be harmless. We fall victim to our 
laziness every day, and occasionally even take pride in our 
shortcomings, believing that our faults make us unique. If 

anything makes us unique, it is our level of perfection, not 
our fl aws. Countless times I have heard friends say, “I’m so 
lazy!” only to get a slew of similar statements from the rest 
of the gang, all complaining about how lazy they are.
 By being aware that we are lazy, why can’t we stop 
being lazy? Is it because we’re too lazy to stop being 
lazy? If so, this will become an endless cycle that yields 
an unproductive population, tarnishing the innovative and 
hard-working values our nation once had. 
 It’s time to get up and do something. Whether it’s 
volunteering some free time, helping out a friend with 
homework, or even being a bit more considerate and 
cooking dinner, make someone smile today. We can all 
have suffi cient relaxation time while making a difference 
in our family, our community, and even our world. Every 
little bit counts.
 We should keep in mind that our lives are fragile, and 
we may die at any given moment. With the limited time 
we have in this world, why not use it to benefi t others? We 
should be as diligent and helpful to our family, friends, and 
even enemies.
 How hard is it to work a bit harder and get a little 
bit ahead on homework assignments? How hard is it to 
work on the homework the day it’s assigned, instead of 
the night before it’s due? Apparently, even acts benefi t-
ting ourselves are too much work for today’s youth, how 
much more so acts that benefi t others? If this con-
tinues, expect to see a mindless complaining 
army of lazy whining drones invade our schools 
in the not-so-distant future.

      With the recent 
tragic damage that 
hurricane Sandy 
has caused on the 

east coast, I fi nd it extremely hard to 
believe that global warming can still 
be denied.
     It cannot be said that the causa-
tion of Sandy can be singly put on 
the shoulders of global warming, but 
many scientists agree that the outcome 
would not have been so disastrous 
without it.
     The time for improvement is long 
overdue. We cannot continue to do 
nothing.
     Even Republican Governor Chris 
Christie has a new outlook on the 
subject after his home-state was hit. 
Republicans have always publically 
denied the existence of global warm-
ing, and this change of heart in Christie 
is potentially a reason for others to 
rethink their views.  
     Obviously, what little is being done 
to protect our environment is not 
working. 
     We shouldn’t continue to rely on 
others to correct this issue, we need to 
take responsibility for our own carbon 
footprint and do our best to reduce it. It 
may seem diffi cult to decrease our use 
of electricity and fossil fuels, but in the 
end, taking care of our planet should be 
always be fi rst priority.

      There has been 
hurricanes since 
the beginning of 
time. Global warm-
ing is not the cause 
of Sandy, unless we 

are trying to say that since the world 
started there’s been global warming. 
 But the government and research-
ers say global warming is recent. How 
is it that something that happens now is 
blamed on this phenomenon, but 100 
years ago it was just going on without 
these words being thrown around? 
 Hurricane Sandy may be caused 
by climate change, but let’s not jump 
to any conclusions. I say we let science 
fi gure that out for us. Let science tell 
us what’s going on, not we tell science 
what’s going on. 
 The thought of people blaming 
natural disasters like this on global 
warming causes me to think it has 
to do with people just being scared 
of the unknown and natural disasters 
that go on, and they want to blame it 
on something. No one has proved if 
global warming is indeed real or not, 
so a lot can be blamed on it. Oh, yes-
terday’s high of 40 degrees and today’s 
high of 65 must be global warming. 
We can’t just jump to these kinds of 
conclusions based on what we think 
is true and what we think is not true.
 

     A couple of friends and I have 
had an elaborate plan to drop out of 
school and move to California to be 
beach bums. It’s all hypothetical, of 
course, but it’s still fun to joke about. 

However, as of Nov. 6, our plan has changed.
 If the pattern of the last four years continues as it 
has, it won’t be long until gas will be too expensive 
for a couple of teens to make the drive to California, 
so we’ll just stay in town. Obviously, Portland does 
not have the most ideal climate and weather for the 
living-under-a-bridge lifestyle, so we’ll settle with 
a cheap apartment. 
 In our plan, we’ll still drop out of high school 
and toss aside the idea of college because, at least 
for the next four years, it won’t be worth it. Why 
waste the money on a higher education when we 
can drop out and be on welfare money? I’d prob-

ably finally be able to afford an iPhone since the 
government will be paying for everything else. I 
was always taught that welfare is supposed to be a 
safety net for when individuals fall financially, but 
why not use it as a crutch, as so many people do? 
Plus, in the last four years, the use of food stamps 
has soared 46 percent. It seems like everybody is 
doing it nowadays. This simply seems easier.
 My friends and I wouldn’t even need real jobs. 
A good friend of mine brought it to my attention 
that I can simply become a community organizer 
and accomplish anything without ever needing 
experience. I can also just ask the government for 
more money. After all, that’s the new norm.
 Sure our revised plan isn’t as exciting or 
movie-like, but I know for a fact it’s possible. The 
lifestyle we’d become a part of is something I hear 
about on the news more and more frequently, see 
everyday at school, and read about online. When 
the most powerful man in the world.
 But like I said, it’s all hypothetical.

on these wonderful animals.
 The most enjoyable memory 
I have is when I left to get water 
for the bearded dragon, Crikey. I 
heard screaming with shrieks of 
laughter, so I ran back and Crikey 
had jumped out of her cage and 
scared my co-worker half to 
death. No one wanted to pick her 
up, as bearded dragons are spiky 
and rough. I picked her up and 
she snuggled against the base of 
my neck. At that instant, we fell 
in love. The connection between 
animal and human has taught me 
what responsibility and tender-
ness are.
 I’d rather work at the zoo 
than be in a traditional classroom 
setting. At the zoo, I get to inter-
act with animals and learn about 
them in ways not offered in high 
school. Unfortunately, my time 
ends in January. It will be sad to 
leave Hermes the gentle ferret, 
Sydney the calm, blue-tongued 
skink, and Crikey the cuddly  
bearded dragon. The work is hard 
but the time is well spent. I have 
learned much about myself and 
others. It has been a journey I 
would never take back.
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Red, gray in their blood
189 pounds, and earned Honorable Mention for baseball. His ju-
nior year Justin was MHC Wrestling Champion at 215 pounds. 
He also placed third at State at 215 pounds. His senior year he 
received Honorable Mention All League for football, was again 
MHC Wrestling Champion at 215 pounds, and second at state 
at 215 pounds. Justin was the DDHS Athlete of the Year his 
senior year. He went on to Portland State and now works for a 
galvanizing plant in Portland. He lives in Vancouver. 
 Before graduating in 2006, Riley played water polo, wrestled, 
and ran track. His senior year he was All League goalie and MHC 
Wrestling Champion at 171 pounds. Riley was also a district 
qualifi er for pole vault, and held the DDHS Track Top Ten Re-
cord at 13.0 feet.  Riley now works for Wile Tech. 
 Katie graduated in 2007. She played volleyball, was a wres-
tling hostess, and ran track.  She went to state with volleyball 
for one year and got a Wrestling Dedication award for nine years 
of service. She was also a team captain for track. Katie also 
won the Comcast Leader and Achievement Scholarship, the only 
student in the northwest to win it. She went on to attend 
Western Oregon University and Portland State, and now is at-
tending graduate school at Concordia University while working 
as a constructional assistant at David Douglas.

 The Snoderly family began its long tradition at David Doug-
las with Wayne Snoderly, currently the head security of-
fi cer. Wayne just about did it all athletically: he wrestled, 
played football, and played baseball before he transfered to 
Wilson High School his senior year, graduating in 1975. Janelle 
Snoderly, Wayne’s wife and the high school bookkeeper, also 
attended Douglas, graduating in 1978.  Janelle Neffendorf, as 
she was known then, was a member of  Tams and gymnastics, 
winnig third and fourth her junior and senior year as a Tam. 
After graduating, she and Wayne met in 1979, and married on 
June 21, 1980. Then, on Oct. 12, 1983 they had their fi rst child, 
Justin. After Justin, Janelle gave birth to Riley on April 24, 
1987, and their last child, Katie, was born April 28, 1989. Also 
in 1989, Wayne began work as a security guard and wrestling 
coach.  Janelle joined him in 1995 at the Child Development 
Center, switching to bookkeeper in 2003. All three children, 
Justin, Riley, and Katie, attended David Douglas. 
 Like Dad, Justin played football, wrestled, and played base-
ball. His sophomore year he received Honorable Mention All 
League for football, was District Champion in wrestling at 
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Supernatural teen fi ction taking over literature

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

Legalizing marijauna not awful choice

Private matters, keep private

Donald Trump lacking maturity
The Highlander
Should people be able 
to smile in mugshots 
and then have their 
mughsot published?

“Why a 66 year old 
man is putting his 
every thought on a 
social networking 
website, is beyond 
me...”

“I think it should be a choice. The 
truth is people do whatever comes 
most natural to them and if you 
want them to look like themselves, 
then allow them to smile, or for 
that matter, do whatever comes to 
them fi rst.”

“Yes, it will show they have no 
shame or remorse for whatever 
they committed, only making it that 
much easier for the public to refl ect 
a negative opinion upon them. It’s 
their choice.”

B Anoa’i Gonzalez
South San Francisco, CA

Paige Marie
Portland, OR

GABBY KUPFER
staff reporter

ELLEN VANSLYKE
features editor

ALEXA MEDIANO
staff reporter

Smug mugs 
have no
place in pubs

“Why a 66 year old 
man is putting his 
every thought on a 
social networking 
website, is beyond 
me...”

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

  The election is over, and I for 
one am happy with the results, and 
the fact that it is over. However, it 
appears that one Donald Trump 
seems it is neccasary to create 
drama over Twitter like a 15 year 
old girl. 
 Let me say that, whoever 
became president, I think that 
everyone would have need ed to 
accept it. Both presidents brought 
pros and cons to the table. Nei-
ther of them are fl awless nor had 
the perfect plan for America. If  
Mitt Romney won, I would hope 
Barack Obama supporters would 
have acted mature about it, as I 
am hoping Romney supporters will 
do now. 
 Trump was ridiculous when he 
asked for Obama’s birth certifi cate 
to be publicly presented, crazy 
when he asked for him to release 
his college records and passport 
in exchange for 5 million dollars 
to a charity, and now it is seems 
he has jumped off the immaturity 

 As I walked into 
Barnes and Nobles, I was 
exasperated when I real-
ized that two of the three 
aisles  of the teenage novel 

section were dedicated solely to vampire/
werewolf/paranormal romance fi ction. 

 My issue is not the writing styles of 
these novels; only my displeasure with the 
sheer amount that lined the shelves with 
strange and bizarre covers was overwhelm-
ing. 

 I understand that there have always 
been romance novels concerning the su-
pernatural, horrifi c, and dark creatures of 
the night. However, these older novels have 
held true to traditional legend; not very 
many reach an ending where both survive 
to live happily ever after, with little or no 
complications based on their vampiric or 
otherwise mythical creature characteristics. 

Since the rising popularity of Twilight, more 
of the happy ending novels are calling more 
attention to themselves. 

 Only a few years ago, the majority of 
America believed that the most mythical and 
legendary were not admirable, nor desirable 
to read about--it was almost considered a 
taboo to read books that had supernatural as 
characters. Vampires, werewolves, and their 
equals were portrayed as dark and demonic 
beings, with criminal activity being associ-
ated with them. The deaths of human beings 
was a chilling thought to process. But with 
the new teenage novels, comes the idoliza-
tion of demonic beings, and the sensitivity 
of a horrifi c death is being shoved away. 
More and more people watch death on TV  
and read about it--and the impact is slowly 
fading away from society.     
 Regardless, culture has desensitized a 
few people into believing the desecration of 
human bodies is less offensive than it used 
to be. Reading romanticized blood-sucking 
and fl esh-eating monsters or other demonic 

beings that steal human’s souls is not a 
pleasant topic.

 First off, it is un unsettling and dis-
gusting topic. I don’t want to read about 
someone having their throat ripped out 
and the intense and graphic details that are 
paired with it. Secondly, what happens when 
someone decides to replicate the action--but 
accidentally or intentionally takes it too far? 
Another thing; when did satanic vampires, 
bloodthirsty werewolves, and demons be-
come so idolized that they become part of 
mainstream culture?

  I can comprehend the fascination that 
people have with these novels, as long as 
people read them with a realistic view in 
mind and keep their fascination from leaking 
all over my literary interests. I would enjoy 
immensely the satisfaction of seeing more 
fi ction books on the shelves that leaned away 
from the supernatural, and were more cre-
ative and original, giving readers a breaking 
from the boring monotony of supernatural 
cliche’s. 

There are some topics that shouldn’t be, and 
don’t need to be, constantly discussed in public—
religion and politics included.

Religion is not about converting everyone 
you meet or convincing them your way is the right 

way. Religion is supposed to be a personal and spiritual experience, 
and it holds different meanings within each participant. Therefore, it’s 
unnecessary, and frankly rude, to boast about your beliefs and waste 
time trying to persuade others to believe in it too. There is a time and 
place to pour your heart out about God. Try church.

I understand that election season brings up a lot of controversial 
topics and I, too, have fallen victim to the inevitable debates in both 
my classrooms and at home. However, election season is over. Which, 
I hope comes with an end come to the cruel slandering of candidates 
based on religion. When 2016 rolls around, I’m sure we will all get 
our fi ll of it.

With the continual advancements of the Internet, it’s almost impos-
sible to have any sense of personal space. And maybe that’s why people 
are losing their sense of what is considered personal. It used to be that 
religion and politics weren’t something people discussed. It wasn’t 
polite to ask a peer who they were going to vote for; It wasn’t civilized 
to argue about abortion; And it defi nitely wasn’t considerate to force 
a religious education on the people around you. That’s not to say that 
it is never okay to bring these topics up or share your ideas; You just 
need to know the appropriate time and place to do so.

It is easy to be loud about your opinions and assert your thoughts. 
What is more diffi cult is holding onto those thoughts and feeling 
confi dent in those opinions without feeling the need to shove them 
down the throats of innocent bystanders. Not everything makes for 
acceptable table-talk.

  
The elections have 

turned over quite a few 
new leaves, but one has 
lit my interest more than 
the others. A new bit of 

paper that has rolled around has legal-
ized marijuana in our neighbor up north, 
Washington. Though I was against mari-
juana legalization for a long time, to be 
blunt, I’m now feeling pretty neutral.

My feelings about drugs have been 
out in the ether for a while. I disliked 
them, adhering to a moral code instilled 
in me when I was young; I couldn’t jus-
tify exactly why, aside from their nega-
tive side effects, people who used them 
constantly surrounded me, and I didn’t 
dislike the people. I disliked their habit, 
but they were not bad people. My fam-
ily has had a long-running problem with 

addiction as well; every member of my 
family has been addicted to something 
at some point, most to alcohol. I dreaded 
a world where yet another drug would 
be legalized.  

In truth, however, marijuana legal-
ization is nothing to fear. The best way 
to control a substance is to regulate it, 
not to illegalize it. I remain apprehen-
sive about the effects of marijuana on 
a society. The thought of coming to a 
friend’s house and seeing them smoking 
is an odd thought to comprehend. But I 
don’t believe Washington will become a 
state full of slavering potheads unable 
to do productive things. Like the large 
percentage of social drinkers, there will 
be social marijuana users. And just like 
alcoholics, there will be a small percent-
age of the population that becomes ad-
dicted to it. The challenges will be the 
same as with alcohol: special stores, 
licenses, addicts, and underage use. It 

is my belief that use by underage users 
will remain largely the same, though the 
threat of inheriting the addiction from 
their parents, one of the biggest prob-
lems with alcohol addiction, needs to be 
safeguarded against.

Aside from the immediate effects 
of legalization, the legislation has a 
huge boon in the form of a side effect-
-regulation for the drug. When illegal-
ized, drugs and contraband have a way 
of appearing in nasty ways. The Mexi-
can drug cartels--an organization we 
have no way of winning our supposed 
war against--will find themselves out of 
quite a bit of opportunities when the US 
manufactures their own drugs. 

I haven’t the slightest hallucination 
of what might come in the futuure  with 
this new bud of legislation. However, 
despite any omens by nay sayers, it’s my 
belief that we will all end up a bit higher 
in the end.

 I am fed up with the 
Busted magazine show-
casing mugshots where 
criminals are seen smil-
ing and obviously not 

taking the situation they are in seri-
ously. 
 Who ever sees adults around our 
community that get in trouble with the 
law, and while they get their mug shot 
taken, they smile or become goofy? It is 
ridiculous. It gives the community, and 
others around us, the wrong idea of what 
getting in trouble by law enforcement 
entails. 
 All of these pictures, goofy or not, 
are all published in a paper called The 
Busted Magazine. These papers are sold 
for $1, at places such as Plaid Pantry, 
and other local convenience stores. How 
good is it for a little kid to see mommy 
or daddy’s picture in the magazine, when 
they’re being obnoxious and goofy? It 
does not send the right message to the 
young people of society. It gives children, 
and other adults the wrong idea of getting 
in trouble. If the mug shot owners smile 
and have a good time, then everyone 
else is going to get an impression that 
getting in trouble with the law is all fun 
and games. There should be some kind 
of penalty towards the criminal if they do 
not take the mugshot seriously by smil-
ing. If only we could charge poeple with 
being immature. Getting in trouble isn’t 
a funny situation, and therefore, should 
not be made a joke of. 
 The Busted magazine is an unjust 
use of the mugshots. How fair is it for the 
criminals in that magazine to be put out 
there to be mocked by their neighbors? 
It is public humiliation, and something 
I view as cruel and unusual punish-
ment, exactly what we are supposed to 
be protected against by our own Bill of 
Rights.
 Oregon, as well as other states, 
should take action. I have seen too many 
criminals smiling in photos. If that was 
me, I would not be smiling. 

deep end when he went on mul-
tiple twitter rants about the elec-
tion results.
  I do not think Donald Trump 
is a stupid man, however, he 
needs a severe reality check. 
Why a 66 year old man is put-
ting his every thought on a social 
networking website is beyond 
me, but why he needs to repeat-
edly do it in nine different tweets 
is an obnioxiously thourough cry 
for attention. Acting your age, 
not your shoe size is the advice 
Trump should probably take into 
consideration. I do not think any-
one is in doubt that Trump does 
not approve of Obama as the 
leader of the free world. 
 If you want to put your opin-
ion out there, go right on ahead. 
However, try to do it in a fashion 
that does not make me want to 
hand you a juice box. And while 
you are at it, maybe not criticize 
the country you are living it up in 
with your millions. 
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Two kids too much for teens

CAMEREN LEE
staff reporter

East coast stands tall during Sandy

SUSANNAH HOTIVEC
staff reporter

LGBT teens unfairly treated in society

Students too 
hungry to focus 
during class

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter

survey
says

KATELIN CLARK
staff reporter

NBA player overcomes odds

luntly

Jazzmen Griffi n
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       Super storm Sandy dealt 
destruction and heartbreak to 
the Jersey Shore, and though 
fans of a certain reality show 
might disagree, it’s easily the 

most devastating blow the state has suffered 
thus far in the century. Now that the storm has 
ceased, my condolences remain, yet I’m now 
intensely distressed by the economic ramifi ca-
tions, and what they spell for neighborhoods in 
the area.
 Of course, I’m fully aware that Sandy 
didn’t just take a toll on N.J. The Atlantic 
hurricane, which is the largest ever recorded, 
ravaged the entire East Coast. A total of 4.8 
million customers in 15 states were without 
power on Nov. 1, according to a CNN tally. 
None can forget the effects on the Caribbean, 
where Jamaica had not directly felt a hurricane 
since 1988 infamous Hurricane Gilbert, and 
Haiti still had the catastrophic 2010 earthquake 
and ongoing cholera outbreak to worry about. 
My heart goes out to all those affected by all 
the lives lost, whether American or Caribbean. 
185 deaths have been confi rmed. The news was 

recently showered with NYC civilian footage 
and photos of fl ooded streets, exploding power 
generators, and eerily unusual silences more 
suited to post-apocalyptic fi lms than “the city 
that never sleeps.” However, N.J. felt the brunt 
of the storm, and recovery costs are daunting.
 Because of this, I was extremely relieved 
when governors declared Sandy’s destruction 
ineligible for hurricane deductible, which 
would have meant ludicrous out-of-pocket 
fees before insurers could step in.  Sometime 
after the $15.5 billion in damages from Hur-
ricane Andrew in 1992, hurricane deductible 
were conceived, and are a common evil in 
hurricane-prone states. Had the governors not 
done this, the Jersey Shore would be even closer 
to modern-day New Orleans, still recovering 
after Hurricane Katrina, costliest hurricane in 
US history with $108 billion in damages, tore 
it up with a brutal vengeance in 2005. Sandy is 
now the second-costliest US hurricane, priced 
at a hardly cheap $52.4 billion.
 At some point, all of the economic wreck-
age becomes a merely academic practicality: 
it must not be forgotten that human lives must 
now pick up the incomplete and mutilated 
pieces of jigsaw puzzles that once were their 
lives.

We are currently living in 2012 and it 
saddens me that people still are bullied or 
criticized because of who they truly are.

Whether a person is lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, trans gender or (LGBT) straight, 
they should own up to who they are and they 
shouldn’t have to feel like they have to hide it 
or by any means feel ashamed for who they 
are. How can people still be so closed minded 
and heartless when it comes to someone’s 
sexual orientation? How are they affected by 
whom someone loves or by who they are? 
It absolutely breaks my heart when I walk 
down the hallways of my high school and 
see that the people that aren’t “normal” gets 
teased and tormented every day. What does 
“normal” even mean? How does one person 
determined what’s normal?

I just want to be there for anyone who needs 
to hear that is gets better. They life they live and 
the things they go through will lessen and they 
can be looked at no different than I look at my 

teachers. Things will change and as time goes 
on people’s minds will change and honestly you 
should be alive to see this change happen. 

Seeing people get bullied to the point where 
they seriously consider suicide is heartbreaking. 
According to LifeSiteNews.com LGBT teens are 
fi ve time mores likely to commit suicide. This 
shouldn’t even be a problem in today’s world. 
Why can’t people understand that they life they 
“choose” isn’t their choice? That’s how they were 
born, and they can’t help it. Just like I can’t help 
being straight, they don’t wake up one day and 
say “hey I think I’m going to be bisexual.” It’s really 
not that hard to understand, so why do people 
act like it is. 

This world needs a huge reality check be-
cause to be bluntly honest no matter what people 
think people will get more comfortable with LGBT 
people and they’ll feel more comfortable coming 
out to the world, so don’t give up on your self and 
believe that who you are is okay. Don’t get discour-
aged by what people say.

Do you see 
LGBT teens

being unfairly 
treated at 
DDHS?

“How can people still 
be so closed minded and 
heartless when it comes 

to someone’s sexual 
orientation? 

     All too often athletes 
appear to be arrogant and 
don’t use their fame or 
money wisely. It’s nice to 
realize that not all athletes 
are like that, and the one 

being the ideal example is Trail Blazers’ 
rookie center Meyers Leonard.  

Even though Leonard grew up with 
almost nothing, that didn’t stop him. His 
dad died when he was six years old in a bike 
accident, and after that the Leonard’s lost 
their house to foreclosure. In their new liv-
ing arrangement, Leonard, his older brother 
Bailey, and their mom had to sleep on their 
living room fl oor, with limited water, food 
and no electricity.   
 When Meyers was in the second grade, 
another family the Silars befriended him and 
treated him as family. He ate, slept over at 
their house, went to church and on vacations 
with them.  
 “They are unbelievable people,” Mey-
ers said in an interview to ESPN. “They 

didn’t have to do what they did. They did it 
out of the kindness of their hearts. I am so 
thankful for it and so, so lucky.”
 Meyers and Bailey were close growing 
up; Bailey, 22 months older, doubled as a 
brother and a dad. He joined the Marines in 
2008 and twice deployed to Afghanistan.
Meyers played basketball at the University 
of Illinois.
 On March 1, 2012, Meyers was gearing 
up to play a game, and in a video gone viral, 
Bailey showed up, surprising him out on the 
court. Following Meyers’ sophomore season 
at Illinois, he declared for the NBA draft. 
One of his main reasons for his decision was 
that he could fi nally then be able to support 
his mom and brother.
 Too bad more athletes can’t follow his 
example and pursue their dreams, not for just 
themselves, but for others as well. If more 
athletes played for people other than just 
themselves, maybe then there wouldn’t be 
so many arrogant athletes running around.
 Meyers’ story, personality, and reason 
for entering the draft are why he is my fa-
vorite Portland Trail Blazer. The world could 
use more people like Meyers Leonard.

       When third period 
comes around and another 
85 minutes is left before 
lunch starts, all that is 
thought about is food when 

school work should be the fi rst priority, that is 
why food should be allowed in classrooms.
 Instead of concentrating on the important 
tasks given to students each period, the class-
room’s focus is on eating. If food was aloud 
in every classroom, then all concentration 
could be put into the material being taught 
that day.  
 Sometimes buses don’t arrive at school 
until fi ve minutes before the start of class, 
and those students don’t have enough time 
to wait in long lines to get breakfast every 
morning and if they do choose to wait in 
those horribly long lines they’ll often be 
tardy, or would just end up leaving class to 
go to the vending machines. Students would 
probably end up missing a lot less class time 
if all classes allowed in their classes.
 Eating right after waking up doesn’t 
work for every person out there, and lets face 
it some students may not feel hungry until it’s 
well into the school day. Not eating can lower 
blood sugar levels making students weary and 
possibly fall asleep in class. There is a simple 
way to fi x this problem and that’s allowing 
food and drinks in the classroom.
  Limiting what is acceptable to eat in class 
is understandable. For example a crunchy bag 
of chips and popping gum can be disruptive in 
the classroom and messes can occur, but that’s 
not to say we shouldn’t be able to eat an apple 
or even an orange, and yes an orange  can 
cause messes but if that’s the real problem the 
students can always clean up after themselves. 
Teachers need to realize that students need to 
eat to function. Unlike adults, teenagers eat 
more and more often. The amount students 
eat during breakfast won’t keep them full until 
lunch, and the amount eaten at lunch won’t last 
them until the end of the school day. Teachers 
need to allow food in the classroom because 
it is unhealthy for students to run on empty. 
Snacking on an apple or sipping Powerade is 
not a crime, so teachers shouldn’t treat it like 
one.

     Having one child while 
we’re still  considered 
children would already be 
hard enough, but having two 
seems almost impossible.

 I couldn’t imagine trying to balance school 
and trying to take care of one child—which 
will happen to me in six months. Soon enough 
I will be the mother of one child, which will 
be challenging enough, so I can’t imagine 
having a second. Having to balance time to do 
homework, study for tests, possibly work, and 
take care of a child is hard enough, but to add 
a second child on to that seems unreal.
 Then there’s college, which would be a 
lot more complicated while having to raise two 
children. No doubt it’s possible, considering 
people have had to deal with a lot more during 
college—as long as they have a support system 
to help them out.
 Then there’s the stress of what their peers 
think or say about them. Everyone knows that 
having and raising a child is not cheap or easy. 
So, how can girls with multiple children afford 

to do it? I know it’s going to be hard for me to 
take care of my child, fi nish school and continue 
my education, and to add another child to my 
family may make that all impossible.
 Teen parents have to work twice as hard 
to continue going through high school with a 
child and try to make sure their child can have 
the greatest life they possibly can. All people do 
is bash on them on the choices they’ve made. 
Teen parents with one child have to go through 
all of that, I couldn’t imagine what teens with 
multiple children have to go through. At least 
those students at our school who have one child 
or multiple children, or one on the way are still 
going to school and doing what they need to in 
order to be successful for their children. 
 I have a lot of respect for teen parents that 
are like that. I hope that when I have my kid 
I can be a mother he or she can be proud of. 
Regardless if they wanted their fi rst child or 
even their second they are stepping up and be-
ing responsible for their actions, just like I am 
today. Although it’s going to be hard to spend 
time with my child I couldn’t picture my self 
balancing two kids to spend time with. I con-
stantly would feel overwhelmed and be afraid 
that one would feel left out. 

“Yeah, other 
people are 
afraid to be 
their friends 
because 
they’re 
different.”

-Freshman 
Megan Ballaris

“I think every-
one is unfairly 
treated, to be 
honest.”

-Junior
Angus Oraz

“Yes and no, 
because there are 
people the just 
don’t accept gays 
and lesbians and 
some don’t care.” 

-Junior 
Nicolas Cavin

“I think we’re 
treated pretty 
well.”

-Junior 
India Davis



Football falls to Sheldon in fi rst round
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Jesuit ends boys’ soccer playoff run

Junior Andre Reasno speeds past a Newberg defender for a touchdown. The Scots defeated the Tigers 44-21 on 
Nov. 2, but lost to No. 3 Sheldon, 42-6, in the fi rst round of the playoffs.                         Photo by Cassidy Bean
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Girls’ water polo 11-7-0
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opinions editor

Fall athletes 
recognized

Blazers on the rise

 Now that the fall sports sea-
son is over, it’s time to recognize 
fall athletes for First Team and 
Conference awards.  
 Freshman cross country run-
ner Kennedy Allen received First 
Team Conference and placed 14 
at the 6A State Meet.
 For boys’ soccer, senior for-
ward Victor Sanchez was award-
ed First Team Forward and MHC 
Player of the Year, and senior 
defender Hector Jimenez was 
awarded 1st Team Defender.
 In football, senior Kyle Mill-
er was awarded First Team Con-
ference and First Team Defense, 
and senior Samson Ebukam was 
awarded First Team Defense. 
 Girls’ water polo awards in-
cluded a MHC Player of the Year 
award for senior Shelby Thomas. 
 For boys’ water polo, senior 
Leland Miller received MHC  
Player of the Year, senior Nate 
Tran was awarded First Team as 
a goalie and senior Blake Dressel 
also received First Team. 
 Cheerleading First Team 
Awards went to junior Aalieyah 
Matthews and seniors Rachel 
King, and Eva Kuhn.
 There were also numerous 
Second Team Awards presented 
to fall athletes, including senior 
soccer players Cassidy Bean 
and  Emily Ramirez-Runez, and 
senior volleyball players Paige 
Martin and Tess Kuehl.

 The boys’ soccer team ended 
its season on a good note, making it 
to the second round of the 6A state 
playoffs, a feat that hasn’t been 
achieved by our boys soccer team 
since 1996.
 The fi rst playoff game on 
Saturday Nov. 3 against the 
Southridge Hawks was close, 
ending 1-0 in favor of the Scots.
 The fi rst half was fi lled with 
numerous blocked shots and missed 
opportunities from both teams, but 
also featured the only goal scored 
throughout the game. A foul called 
halfway through the fi rst half on the 
Hawks for kicking the legs of junior 
forward Orlando Garcia resulted 
in a penalty kick, which was made 

by sophomore midfi elder Carlos 
Bravo.
 The Southridge victory 
advanced the Scots to round two on 
Nov. 7 against Jesuit, but with less 
satisfying results: 7-0.
 “We lost because we didn’t 
keep our composure,” said senior 
captain midfi elder Victor Sanchez. 
“We let the fi rst goals that went in 
break our spirits and ultimately kill 
us.”
 Regardless of the loss to Jesuit, 
the team went further than any 
Douglas team had in 16 years.
 “I feel like the season was 
a great success,” said senior 
captain defender Hector Jimenez. 
“A big part of it had to do with 
our coach who was determined 
to work with us and get us where 
we needed to be.” 

   Girls’ water polo com-
peted with a depleted 8-wom-
an team this season, but still 
qualified for the OSAA State 
Tournament.
 The Scots won their first 
match against Beaverton High 
School in early September 
with a 12-5 victory, and also 
defeated Sandy, Gresham, and 
Centennial two times each, 
leaving the Scots undefeated 
against these three opponents.
 Douglas had to forfeit to 
the Raiders due to a lack of 
players. The Scots lost to the 
Cardinals at the quarterfinals, 
and then lost their final game 
at the state playoffs against 
South Salem, with a tight 
score of 8-7. 
 The team’s overall season 

THOMAS

CARSON

record con-
cluded with a 
record of11-
7-0, an away 
record 5-2-0 
and a home re-
cord of 5-3-0 
by their last 
game.
     Senior cap-
tain Shelby 
Thomas was 
awarded the 
Most Valuable 
Player for the 
Mt. Hood Con-
ference.
    “I think we 

had an uphill battle all sea-
son from the very first game 
and we showed everyone that 
we could make it into State 
with an 8 person team,” said 
Thomas. “We got seventh at 
State.”

more wide receiv-
er Hunter Davis 
to score another 
touchdown with 
11.32 seconds 
on  the clock, the 
score 19-7. New-
berg scored to end 
the second quar-

ter, ending the half 19-14.
     In quarter three, Reasno scored 
another touchdown, starting the 
quarter 25-14. Senior running back 
Samson Ebukam then scored on a 
three-yard touchdown, ending the 
third quarter 32-14. 
      The fourth quarter began with 
a 63-yard run and touchdown by 
Reasno. But then Douglas fumbled, 
and the ball was recovered by the 
Tigers who went on to score their 
last touchdown of the game, mak-
ing the fi nal score 44-21.
    After the Newberg victory, the 
Scots faced No. 3 Sheldon in Eu-
gene for the fi rst round of playoffs. 
The Irish proved too much for the 
Scots, the fi nal score 42-6, ending 
the 2012 football season. 
      “It was a good experience for 
our sophomores and juniors,” said 
assistant coach Dale Dorning. 
“That’s what they have to look for-
ward to next year”

        The football team reigned over 
Newberg 44-21 in the Nov. 2 home 
play-in game prior to the disap-
pointing 42-6 fi rst round playoff 
loss to the undefeated No. 3 ranked 
Sheldon on Nov. 9. 

      Newberg scored the fi rst touch-
down of the play-in game. Direct-
ly afterward senior quarterback 
Tim Patrick made a pass to junior 
runningback Andre Reasno for a 
touchdown, ending the fi rst quarter 
7-7. 
      Newberg had possession to be-
gin the second quarter, but the Scots 

forced them into a fourth down, re-
sulting in a Newberg kickoff. Pat-
rick then scored a touchdown, but 
the extra point was missed, mak-
ing the score 13-7 with 5:11 on the 
clock before the half. After Douglas 
kept Sheldon from a fi rst down, the 
Scots received the ball on turnover. 
Patrick passed the ball to sopho-

      The Trail Blazers’ new rook-
ie point guard Damian Lillard 
made a historic and hopefully 
long lasting impression during 
his first NBA game against the 
Lakers when he became the first 
rookie since Hall of Famers Os-
car Robertson in 1960 and Isiah 
Thomas in 1981 to have at least 
20 points and 10 assists in his 
first game.
       While it’s apparent that this 
year is mostly a building year 
for the Blazers, Lillard, Aldridge, 
and the other Blazers have 
shown that they still remain a 
team that isn’t defeated easily. 
The team is full of young legs 

and potential, and there is abso-
lutely no doubt that players like 
Damian Lillard, Nicolas Batum, 
Lamarcus Aldridge, and Wesley 
Matthews will be players to keep 
an eye on.
     Lillard has the ability and en-
ergy to lead the Blazers, along 
with Aldridge, just as Roy did 
just a few years back. Lillard 
also has the potential to make 
up for the disastrous draft pick 
of Oden over Durant in 2007.
      The Blazers may not make 
it into the playoffs this season, 
however, with the addition Dami-
an Lillard they are certainly tak-
ing a step in the right direction.

REASNO



Girls’ soccer ends season with 3-7
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Freshman Kennedy Allen 14th at State

MEDINA CERIC
staff reporter

at a
MHC

.

GLANCE

Freshman 
Kennedy 

Allen races  at 
Westmoreland 

Park during her 
last meet before 

districts. Allen 
placed 3rd at 

Westmoreland, 
and also placed 

3rd at the 
district meet. 
Furthermore, 

Allen placed 14th 
of 107 runners 
at the 6A State 

meet.  

Photo courtesy Mr. 
Hamann                                                                  

Eugene knocks boys out of playoffs

RECORDS

ZACH SCHEIDER
SOCCER

KATHERINE PHONASA 
VOLLEYBALL

DANIELLE BROWN
 staff reporter

FOOTBALL            3-6
VOLLEYBALL                    4-10                 
B. SOCCER                       6-3-4
G. SOCCER                3-11
B. WATER POLO    21-0
G. WATER POLO               11-7
B. CROSS COUNTRY        1-5         
G. CROSS COUNTRY        1-6

FOOTBALL:                VOLLEYBALL:      
1. CCHS 1. CCHS
2. GHS 2. BHS
3. RHS 3. SMA
                               
B. SOCCER:        G. SOCCER:
1. CCHS 1. SMA
2. DDHS 2. GHS 
3. CHS 3. CCHS
 
B. WATER POLO:    G.WATER POLO:
1. DDHS 1. BHS
2. BHS 1. DDHS
3. RHS 3. RHS                   

B. XC: G. XC:
1. CCHS 1. SMA
2. BHS 2. GHS
3. RHS 3. BHS
   

HIGHLANDER’S
PLAYERS
OF THE
MONTH

JV 

Senior Leland Miller practices with the team for the play-off game against South Eugene. The Scots fell  
to South Eugene 11-9, ending the team’s season.               Photo courtesy Celtic yearbook

ALEXA MEDIANO
staff reporter

 

Volleyball concludes with 4-10 record
ANDREW NGUY

staff reporter

 The volleyball team improved 
their record by four games this 
season winning one  conference 
match, and four of 14 total,  as 
opposed to last years 0 of 14,  
coming sixth in the conference. 
 The Scots won four games 
this season, one of which was 
against a visiting Australian team. 
They also beat Jefferson High 
School and McKay High School, 
both of which were not included 

in the Mt. Hood Conference. The 
girls beat Centennial High School 
in the last game of the season.
 “Overall I am very happy 
with the growth we made this 
season, both individually and 
as a team,” said coach Janeen 
Rainey. “The girls worked very 
hard every time they were on the 
court improving their skills and 
understanding the game. They 
really stepped it up the second 
half of the season and challenged 
some of the best teams in the 
state.”

 Despite the 3-7 season, the 
girls’ soccer team improved from 
last  seasons 1-9 record and beat 
the Centennial Eagles . 
 The first time playing against 
Reynolds this season, the girls 
team defeated them by four 
goals. The second time the girls 
played against Reynolds the 
Scots won again with four goals. 

Two goals by senior forward 
Emily Ramirez, one by senior  
forward Cassidy Bean, and the 
forth by junior midfielder Megan 
Alhadeff. 
 This season the Scots beat 
Centennial winning one to noth-
ing. During the girls first play-
in game, they lost by eight to 
Southridge because of lack of 
defense, communication, and 
paying attention to the right 
players. 

 The David Douglas Cross 
Country season ended on Sat-
urday, Nov. 3 in Eugene, Or-
egon  at the 6A Oregon State 
meet with freshman Kennedy 
Allen placing 14th of 107 run-
ners with a time of 18:54. 
 This also qualified her for 
the Border Clash meet held 
at the Nike World Campus in 
Beaverton, in which she raced 
on Nov. 18 and finished with 
a personal best time of 17:58. 
That boils down to a 5:47 mile 
pace .  This  meet  i s  a  fa i r ly 
prestigious meet which takes 
the best runners from Oregon 
and  Wash ing ton  and  r ace s 
them against each other.
 P r io r  to  the  s t a t e  mee t 
Allen placed third in the Oct. 
24 district meet. Junior Kylan 
Carlson was a mere two places 

away from qualifying for the 
s tate  meet ,  placing 15 with 
a  t ime of  17:17 a t  the  d is -
trict meet. Sophomore Brynne 
Merkley placed 18 with a per-
sonal best time of 20:18. 
 “I t  was good to  see the 
athletes noticing their poten-
tial,” said head Cross Country 
coach Cameron Cross. “It was 
exciting to see.”
 S e v e r a l  D o u g l a s  c r o s s 
c o u n t r y  r u n n e r s  w e r e  r e c -
ognized by the  conference , 
including Allen who received 
the  F i r s t  Team award ,  and 
Merkley, Carlson, and fresh-
man Stephanie Wood whom 
received Honorable Mention 
 “Once  aga in ,  t he  c ro s s 
country team would l ike to 
thank everyone for their sup-
port throughout the season,” 
said Cross. “We look forward 
to providing more highlights 
next season.” 

 After a 17-9 victory against Sheldon, boys’ water 
polo  fell short with an 11-9 loss in playoffs against South 
Eugene at Tualatin Hills Saturday on Nov. 10.
	 The	first	quarter	started	with	a	shot	made	by	senior	
Leland Miller, putting the Scots on the board. With South 
Eugene scoring next, senior Blake Dressel answered 
back with another shot, followed by South Eugene again, 
ending	first	quarter	in	a	tie.
 By making three more shots South Eugene took the 
lead second quarter, with the advantage of a man up due 
to too many kick outs from Douglas, leading into third 
quarter with 5-2 South Eugene.
 Starting off third quarter was South Eugene fol-
lowed by another shot by Miller, and another made by 
junior Sam Redwine-Hixon. This led into another shot 
by South Eugene ending third quarter with 7-4 South 
Eugene.
 Both teams picked up their game in the fourth 
quarter, with South Eugene making four more shots 
and	Douglas	making	five,	including	Redwine-Hixon,	
Dressel, and junior Jonathan Merkley ending the game 
with a score of 11-9, South Eugene.

16th Annual PTSA
Holiday Bazaar



 

Latino Club connects parents
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David Douglas students Inna Vlad and Kathryn Griffi n play a game with a grandparent. Games like 
this were some of the activities students did with grandparents.                        Photo courtesy Edith Quintanilla

Student Council organizes fundraiser
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College fair informs students
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NEW MESSAGE

Multi-cultural advisor Viridiana Almanza prepares to address the Latino Club parents and children. 
The club is an opportunity for Latino parents to get involved in the school.                   Photo by Alexis Blasier

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
16TH U.S. PRESIDENT 

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

50/70 rule soon 
to be enforced

 The fi rst monthly Latino Club parent 
meeting was held from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on 
Friday Nov. 2 in the library and its foyer. 
 “Two years ago we realized that 
the Latino parents were the only parents 
that didn’t have a group, so we started 
these meetings for the parents to have 
representation,” said ESL teacher Alexandra 
Buys.
 The club met last year, but this was the 
fi rst meeting of the year. These meetings are 
possible because of multi-cultural liaison 
Viridiana Almanza.
 There are about 31 students in the Latino 
Club, but eight showed up to help with the 
meeting and make decorations. There were 

many multi-colored paper fl owers and sugar 
skulls, a form of Mexican folk art.
 During the meeting, discussions 
revolved around family connections 
and involving parents with the school. 
Eight Latino Club members, 20 family 
members, three teachers, and two SUN staff 
coordinators were present. Day care was 
provided in room 121 during the meeting.
 The meeting was part of the Day of the 
Dead celebration, which runs from Nov. 1-2.  
This day celebrates deceased loved ones. 
Because of the date of the meeting, the club 
set up an altar with paper fl owers, sugar 
skulls, bread and marigolds. The bread, in a 
formal Day of the Dead celebration, would 
be replaced by the favorite foods of the 
deceased. The marigolds would similarly 
be the favorite fl ower of the deceased. 

 The Adopt a Grandparent program allows 
students to spend time with an elderly member 
of the community.
 Adopt a Grandparent is a program that 
was created to allow senior citizens to become 
involved in the community. District resident 
Lina Richardson wrote a grant for local 
high school students to work with the senior 
citizens. Student work with the elderly has 
proven benefi cial in the past.
 This is the fi rst year for Adopt a 

Grandparent, and it is the fi rst program of its 
kind. If the grant passes next year, the program 
will continue. 
 The program happened on a continuing 
basis, with different classes of students 
adopting grandparents on different days.
 Approximately 80 David Douglas and 
Parkrose students went to nine different 
retirement homes where they gardened, 
performed in a band,  and played games with 
the senior citizens. 
 “I think its really important for us to do 
this cross-generation activity,” said Health 
teacher Angela Nurre.

 The Fall National College Fair was 
held at the Oregon Convention Center on 
Oct. 26-27.
 The fair consisted of over 200 colleges 
from around the country talking to students 
and parents about what they needed to 
know about attending their institutions. 
It gave students a chance to see what 
different colleges offer and to apply to 
those colleges. The representatives talked to 
parents and students about fi nancial aid and 

ways for them to earn scholarships. Students 
were also able to set up interviews with 
colleges on that day. This event was open 
to all interested students and their parents or 
guardians. 
 This was not the only chance for 
students to attend this event, as the Fair 
happens again in the spring. In addition to 
the fair, many colleges are visiting DDHS 
throughout the year to talk about the same 
topics discussed at the fair. 
 Information about upcoming fairs and 
colleges in general can be found at the 
College and Career Center.

 Student Council is organizing David 
Douglas’ participation in the annual Pennies 
for Patients fundraiser in early February.
 Pennies for Patients is a fundraiser to 
help raise money for kids with leukemia 
and lymphoma. The organization that runs 
it, the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
works with schools across the nation to 
raise money for cancer research. It was 
founded in 1996, and is in its sixteenth year. 
David Douglas, other Oregon schools, and 
outside organizations take part in Pennies 
for Patients. 
 Student Council organizes Pennies for 

Patients at the school annually, in an effort 
to support the non-profi t organization, as 
well as generate funds for city-wide learning 
projects.
 “There are a lot of opportunities for our 
community giving to many different causes 
throughout the school year,” said activities 
director Eric Wadsworth. “People are 
constantly being asked to help raise money 
for school-wide fundraisers. I’m certain this 
is why we fell short of last year’s goal.”
 Last year, the school raised about $500 
to go towards children suffering with cancer, 
but did not reach its $2,000 goal.
 “These are tough times, so we simply 
do what we can to help make a difference in 
the community,” said Wadsworth.

Finally, she played the music box and Hazo 
knew the music box tune was the main 
idea he was looking for. “A Fantasy on a 
Japanese Folk Song” features the piano, 
which resembles the music box of which 
the song is based.
 Of the two and half hours Hazo worked 
with the band, two hours were spent on “A 
Fantasy on a Japanese Folk Song” alone. 
Hazo spent the rest of the time giving 
feedback on “The Marriage of Figaro” by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, another piece 
the Wind Ensemble is working on.
 “Following my two and a half hour 
workshop, I insisted that I get your email 
addresses so that I could write to you,” 
stated Hazo to principal John Bier and 
superintendent Don Grotting. “First and 
foremost, the students at David Douglas 
were the most gracious, respectful, and 
disciplined I could have ever imagined. In 
2012, that says a bunch. Furthermore, they 
were musically mature beyond their years, 
a specifi c testament to how well they have 
been taught. The Muller ‘team’ is a real 
prize and you need to hear that from an 
outsider.”

 The new 50/70 credit retrieval 
rule, replacing the more lenient 
standing policy, is slated to go into 
effect this spring.
 The new policy, which requires 
at least 70 percent attendance to a 
class and a 50 percent grade in the 
class to qualify for credit retrieval, 
has already generated interest by 
way of posters throughout the 
school.

District College 
Night

Jan. 10 • Room 168
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Students spend time with seniors
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