
        

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

Jackson the chimpanzee looks on as a student studies him as a part of biology teacher Eric Matthews’ 
Chimpanzoo program. The Chimpanzoo students study Jackson and the other chimps at the Oregon 
Zoo, the only high school in America to provide info to the Chimpanzoo project.  Photo courtesy Chimpanzoo

DALLAS ARCHULETA
cub reporter

See 50/70 Page 12
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Students help welcome Jackson

Highlander

Part III: Students weigh in on credit policy
HUNTER HOLMES

news editor

Rocket Club 
shoots for 
stars

 The Oregon Zoo has new addition to 
the chimpanzee exhibit: Jackson, a chimp 
with a long history, who arrived on Feb. 
20.
 Jackson, a 40-year-old chimpanzee, 
had a long journey from being in the wild to 
being in a zoo. He lived in Africa, then was 
captured and moved to Jacksonville when 
he was no older than one. When Jackson 
was 30, he met Jennifer Davis who went to 
University of Florida to major in zoology. 
She also volunteered at the Jacksonville 
Zoo. Jackson and Davis were friends. 
Davis was moving to the Oklahoma City 
Zoo, and was going to bring Jackson to 
the zoo. When Jackson was moved to the 
Oklahoma Zoo, he was put with three male 
chimps. He hasn’t seen male chimps in 
over 25 years. So, it was a challenge for 

Jackson because he fought with the other 
male chimpanzees. He didn’t behave like 
the other male chimps because he was raised 
by humans. Even after losing his pinky toe 
and chunks of both his ears, he eventually 
better associated with the other chimps. One 
day, however, there was a fi ght between two 
chimpanzees: Jackson was attacked and 
injured. Davis then was transferred to the 
Oregon Zoo where she previously worked, 
bringing Jackson with her. 
 Jackson is the fi rst male chimp in the 
Oregon Zoo since Charlie died in 2009.
His roommates are female. Their names 
are Chloe, Delilah, and Leah. Jackson has 
since vocalized and socialized with Chloe 
and Delilah. When he saw Delilah, she gave 
Jackson a long “kiss,” expressing no fear 
toward him. 
 “Jackson will permanently stay at the 
Oregon Zoo,” said biology teacher Eric 
Matthews. 

Rocket Club blasts off every Thursday 
in room 110 with advisor Sandra Mueller.

The club starts meeting in September, 
after starting the current year’s planning 
the previous school year. The club starts 
with computer models of different 
types of rockets under separate weather 
conditions. 

The Team America Rocketry Challenge, 
or TARC, is the association that holds the 
national championships which each student 
works towards. TARC requires that each 
fl ight has to go 750 feet in the air, and stay 
in fl ight for 45 to 47 seconds. The rocket 
also has to hold an egg. If the egg breaks, 
that rocket is disqualifi ed. Every second too 
much or too little hurts the team, as well as 
if it goes too high or not high enough. In 
each competition the team is allowed three 
tries to earn a perfect score, with the ending 
score being an average of the three: there 
are many natural factors as well. Weather, 
wind, and non-fl at surfaces can adversely 
affect a rocket’s fl ight.

The club tries to build a rocket that 
can carry an egg and can withstand wind 
resistance. This year TARC changed the 
requirement to have the egg be horizontal, 
requiring the students to build a wider 
engine. After fi nding the factors on the 
computer, and drawing up a model, it 
builds the rocket in the classroom and 
goes to a fi eld in Hillsboro to have practice 
launches. 

Money, of course, is required. The 
school acquires the money from grants and 
by selling food items.

Senior Brendan Nikola has been a 
member of the club the longest. 

“Whatever you choose to do, don’t 
give up,” said Nikola. “That’s what I always 
had to keep in mind.”

 In Part I and Part II of the credit retriev-
al story, the administration and the teachers 
of the district gave their opinions on the new 
50/70 credit retrieval policy; now, students 
provide their opinions. 
 Many students have fi rsthand experi-
ence with classmates who purposefully fail 
classes to qualify for credit retrieval. How-
ever, many believe even the new rule will 
not crack down on this practice.
 “In my own Algebra II class, I saw kids 

purposefully failing the class but attend-
ing every period and saying, ‘I’ll just take 
credit retrieval,’” said junior Jacob Amrine. 
“[Credit retrieval] promotes laziness; people 
who don’t want to do the bulk of the work 
fl unk the class, then do the bare minimum.”
 Other students don’t agree with the rule, 
believing credit retrieval is most necessary 
for the group it is intended to exclude.
 “Me, personally, I don’t agree with the 
policy,” said senior Kevin Ryan. “If you just 
don’t get the material, no amount of help is 
going to help you, even if you’re there 100 
percent of the time.”

 “I came in before school, after school, I was 
there 100 percent of the time,” Ryan said about 
his own Algebra II class. “But, I just didn’t get 
it. I still don’t understand Algebra II, but credit 
retrieval helped me get the grade I needed. If it 
didn’t, I wouldn’t  be able to graduate.”
 Some students simply do not support credit 
retrieval, regardless of restrictions upon it.
 “I think it’s stupid,” said junior Gage Hard-
ing. “I think you should just have to give up an 
elective and retake the class.”
 The rule does not affect seniors, making se-
nior reaction to the policy somewhat mild.
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•Former DDHS 
science teacher
•Born in Eastern Oregon
•Played Barbies with 
his now DDHS senior 
daughter
•Runner-Up for the 
2012-13 Oregon 
Principal of the Year

KENNEDY BERTELSON
cub reporter

Two David Douglas 
families escape
civil war and genocide to
enjoy America’s freedom.

The Marine Corps 
fl ies high with an 
anti-tobacco BMX show 
on April 24. 

Students learn about
agriculture and grow 
food for the school with 
the new Garden Project.

Track sprints to a 
fi rst place victory at 
MHC, defeating every 
individual team.

2013 Highlander Cub Staff

fi rst place victory at 
10

civil war and genocide to

6-7
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ISABELLE SMITH
 cub reporter

KILEY PORTER
cub reporter

ABBY MOSS
cub reporter
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The Stuntmasters set up a half pipe behind the English hall on April 24 and educated 
students about the dangers of tobacco.               Photo by Jazzmen Griffin

The seven one acts, directed by seniors, were held in the PAC for four days. In order to watch all seven plays, spectators 
would have to purchase two separate tickets, as the plays take place over two days.                          Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

Seniors given chance to play around with one acts

Stuntmasters admonish tobacco

District spared amidst financial crisis

Students 
simulate 
impaired 
hearing

CALEB BOCKELMAN
cub reporter

 The 2013-2014 school year will have a $6.55 billion budget which will, for 
the first time in three years, maintain the current level of staffing and activities 
without any unpaid furlough days.
 This budget is assuming that the board will take down the contingency, 
or provisions for unforeseen events, by one percent. The 2012-
2013 budget was approximately $5.7 billion. If all of the expected 
grants are received, the district could have an estimated extra 
billion dollars in funding. This year is the first year that the district 
did not lay off any staff. The district will also hire nine temporary 
employees and approximately 12 teachers will return from leave.
  “Surrounding districts will be laying off more teachers and taking 
more furlough days,” said David Douglas Education Association 
president Bob Gray. “Other students in Oregon will receive fewer instructional 
days and have fewer educators working with them at achieving their goals.”
   PERS, or public employees retirement system, has increased and will cost 
the district an extra $4 million, the equivalent of hiring 40 new teachers. 
 One of the grants the district will receive this coming school year include 

the Google grant, which will increase the number of high school students that 
are able to take AP classes. Also, College Possible will work with undeserved 
students to take more college level classes in high school. 
 “At some point we need a better way to fund education in Oregon,” said 
superintendent Don Grotting. “Because now it is primarily funded off state 
income taxes which means when the economy is good so is the funding, and 
vice versa.”

 Among the federal grants received are the $3.5 billion Title 
1A, which go to all elementary and middle schools, the Title 2A 
grant, which will help with teacher and other professional workers’ 
development, and the Title 3A grant, which will help will the students 
in the district who are learning English as a second language. 
 This year, the district is losing a Small Learning Community 
grant that helped the high school support kids after school in programs 
such as the Scot’s Center. This funding also helped pay for ACT and 

SAT testing. The high school is looking for a new grant that will help fund these 
programs. The City of Portland granted $100,000 to the SUN School program, 
which was new to the high school this year. The high school aims to receive that 
grant again. 
 “Overall, this is great news,” said Gray.

 ASL II students strained 
to hear their teacher’s 
instructions through the 
orange earplugs ASL 
II teachers provided, 
simulating a day in the life 
of a hearing impaired person 
on April 4 and 5. 
 For the last eight 
years, ASL II students have 
struggled through a day of 
artificial hearing impairment 
via the use of earplugs. The 
event was first developed by 
ASL teacher Susan Brian. 
 Only ASL II students 
participate because they 
have more experience in 
signing and  also have 
more experience with deaf 
culture than  ASL I students. 
Following Earplug Day, 
participating students were 
required to write a paper 
explaining what they learned 
from the simulation.
 “The thing that comes 
up most often is that the 
students have to struggle 
through the day listening 
to conversations that would 
normally be easy,” said ASL 
teacher Chris Cavanaugh. 
 Participating students 
were required to bring a 
permission slip to their 
teachers for approval.   
 “I hope that students did 
not use the earplugs as an 
excuse to ignore teachers,” 
said Cavanaugh. 
 It was possible to hear 
their teachers if the students 
wore the earplugs correctly. 
 “The students have been 
asking me when they would 
do this all year,” Cavanaugh 
said.

 The Stuntmasters, an action sport group, and the 
Marines paired up with Tobacco Free Kids for a traveling 
anti-tobacco campaign and set up a half pipe outside the 
north building English hall on April 24 to entertain and 
inform students about the hazards of tobacco.
 “I had a great time today,” said  Stuntmaster BMX 
rider Trevor Meyer. “It was a blast.” 
 An announcer using a sound system expounded 
the hazards and risks of smoking and chewing tobacco 
while they watched the performances of a skateboarder, 
a rollerblader, and three BMX riders. The Marines set 
up gender-based fitness challenges allowing students to 
earn prizes such as lanyards, T-shirts, keychains, water 
bottles, hats, and pens. The challenge for boys was to 
complete 20 pull-ups. The challenge for girls was to hold 
a pull-up position for 70 seconds.
 The Stuntmasters set up a halfpipe where they 
performed variations of a 540, a 540 tailwhip, and 
backflips. The announcer provided tobacco facts and 
asked students to answer questions after the show. 
Students who answered correctly won T-shirts and 
footballs.
 Throughout the event, students were informed of the 
repercussions and dangers of tobacco use. For example, 
after one year of smoking, a smoker will have a pint 
of tar in his lungs. Cigarettes contain over 400 toxins, 
including formaldehyde, cyanide, butane, ammonia, 
carbon monoxide. Chewing tobacco and cigarettes also 
contain carcinogens, or cancer causing substances. 
Chewing tobacco can cause mouth cancer  and smoking 
can cause lung cancer. Smoking not only affects the 
smoker, as second-hand smoke harms nonsmokers’, 
usually friends and family of the smoker, health.

The Annual Senior-Directed 
One Act Festival was held in the 
PAC at 7:00 p.m. on May 8, 9, 11, 
and 12. Tickets were purchased at 
the door for $5.00 each.

In April of every year, 
Advanced Theatre IV students pair 
up and direct the one acts. This year 
there were seven one acts including 
“A Backwards Fairytale,” “Brook  
Across The Sea,” “Flowers for 
Algernon,” “He Said She Said,” 
“Impromptu,” “Just Add Zombies,” 
and “The Ground Zero Club.”

The seven one acts were split 
over two two-day blocks. Three 
plays were shown on the first day 
of each block, and four plays on the 
second day.

There were 13 directors 
and 13 designers. The directors 
communicated with Advanced 

Technical Service students to 
organize and create sets, and 
stagecraft students assisted in the 
construction.

“My goal is to teach them how 
to direct a play,” said theatre teacher 
Michael Givler.

The one acts are a graded, 
multistep assignment. Once the 
senior directors choose and have 
a play approved by Givler, an 
analysis is made. Once the students 
have a completed floor plan, the 
auditions are held. During the 
auditions, the potential actors 
auditioned for all seven plays. After 
the auditions, the directors sat down 
and debated on which actors to cast. 
The directors were not graded for 
rehearsal time but were graded for 
rehearsal journals, dress rehearsal, 
and supervision. The Advanced 
Technical Services students were 
also graded for the planning and 
construction of the sets. 

“At some 
point we need 
a better way to 
fund education 

in Oregon.”



RIKKA GUSTEY
cub reporter
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cub reporter

Students win at PRS

Choir qualifies for George Fox Invitational
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Smash ‘n 
dash hits 
night school

Concert Choir has been preparing for state by sight reading. The choir will sing songs in 
foreign languages from countries around the world, including France, Germany, Russia, and 
Scotland.                  Photo by Jose Lopez Delgado

ANASTASIYA YAKYMCHUK
cub reporter

House Bill 2516 to save Outdoor School

  

This is senior Jeremy Mathews’s 1968 Cheverolet Camaro. Mathew’s entered his 1968 Camaro along with his 1965 
Chevrolet S-10 into the David Douglas Car Show, and the High School Division of the Roadster Show. Mathew’s cars  
placed first and second at the high school show, and an invitation to the Portland Roadster Show. Senior Logan Clark’s 
1985 Toyota SRS placed third at the David Douglas Car Show, and Clark also received an invitation to the Portland 
Roadster Show.                        Photo courtesy Amanda Burns

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
cub reporter

Concert Choir qualified for the 6A State Choir 
Competition at George Fox University on May 10.

The choir received state qualifying scores in all 
performances at the Mt.. Tabor Invitational, George 
Fox Invitational, OMEA Large Choir Festival, and the 
Mt.. Hood League Choral Competition where the choir 
finished second to St. Mary’s by two points.

Concert Choir sang four diverse songs that were in 
different languages.

There were three judges evaluating the overall 
performance. The choir had been invited to State every 
year for the past 16 years and their biggest competition 
was always Gresham and Reynolds. A big accomplishment 
has been beating Gresham for two years in a row.

With close competition, and a lack in sight reading, 
David Douglas Concert Choir placed eleventh at the State 
Choir Competition. 

“I am really happy about the passion, behavior, 
and positive attitude that they had,” said choir director 
Christopher Silva. 

The songs included a Russian folk song, “Oy, Polna, 
Polna Korobushka,” a French tongue twister, “Ton Thé,” 
a German song, “Zigeunerblen,” also known as Gypsy 
Life, and a traditional Scottish song, “Loch Lomond.” 
Silva looked upon a variety of cultures, tempos, and the 
sound of the choir.

 The Portland Roadster 
Show, held  March 15-17 at 
the Portland Expo Center, gave 
two David Douglas students 
the chance to show off their 
vehicles.
 The Portland Roadster 
Show is not just for roadsters. 
All cars can compete if they are 
qualified by the standards of the 
judges.
Senior Logan Clark and senior 
Jeremy Mathews won the David 
Douglas Car Show in the south 
parking lot. By winning the high 
school car show, the Scots Auto 
students earned the opportunity 
to enter their vehicles in the high 
school division at the Roadster 
Show.
    David Douglas Car Show 
judge Larry Maynard is also 
the head of the High School 
Division at the Roadster Show. 
Maynard judged the car show, 
allowing Clark and Mathews the 
honor of attending the Roadster 
Show.

 “It was a pain to get a 
wheeler ready for a car show, 
but it was worth the experience,” 
said Clark. 
 Clark, who earned third in 
the High School Division, won 

with his 1985 
Toyota SR5.
    “It was 
a challenge 
getting both 
cars to the 
show,” said 
M a t h e w s . 
“People who 
had been 
working with 
cars for years 
were asking 
about my 
work. It felt 

pretty good.”  
 Mathews entered both his 
1968 Chevrolet Camaro and his 
1985 Chevrolet S-10. 
    “The Roadster Show is a great 
opportunity to showcase your car 
and admire the work of others,” 
said automotives teacher Amanda 
Burns. “We had a blast checking 
out all the different cars.”  

Outdoor School Bill HB 2516 is on its way through the Oregon 
legislature to bring Outdoor School back to middle schools across the 
state.

Outdoor School is where kids take a week from normal, on campus 
schooling, to go and camp with kids from other middle schools. Outdoor 
School is an Oregon tradition leading back to 1957. Students learn how to 
protect the environment with the help of their high school counselors. Only 
45 percent of Oregon’s middle school students go to Outdoor School, but 
HB 2516 will make Outdoor School available to all sixth grade students.

The bill was brought to congress by Oregon representative Jules 
Bailey, and also represented by Alissa Keny-Guyer and senator Chip 
Shields. Bailey, Keny-Guyer, and Shields plan to use money from the 
Watershed Conservation Operating Fund and the Watershed Conservation 
Grant to fund Outdoor School to the sixth grade students of Oregon.

“[To] teach field-based science concepts as they relate to [their] natural 

resources,” stated Multnomah Education Service District’s website. “This 
instruction is hands-on and meaningful for real life.” 

Gray Family Foundation is a big supporter of HB 2516. Research 
by the foundation says that students who participate in Outdoor School 
perform better in math, science and reading than kids who don’t.

“...many professionals with careers in the sciences can trace their 
interest back to their outdoor school from fifth and sixth grade.” Stated 
the Gray Family Foundation 

The “Closing The Achievement Gap” study looked at 40 schools, 
interviewed over 400 students and 240 staff members on whether the 
environment was a sustainable teaching tool. The findings include 
higher test scores in math, reading, science, and social studies, fewer 
in-class discipline problems and increased student participation in class 
activities. 

“I have only talked to a few students who did not like Outdoor School, 
as a camper,” said guidance counselor Jeff Sanders.

HB 2516 has been introduced into the House but has not been 
passed.

Two elderly women  returning 
from their weekly  night school 
class, on Jan.. 26 at 9:00 p.m. 
caught two perpetrators red handed, 
but were not able to stop them from 
getting away.

The ladies, who wish to remain 
unnamed, described the main 
intruder to be a bald Latino man 
in his early 20’s wearing low-key 
clothing, and carrying a crowbar, 
His companion was behind the 
wheel of their getaway car. 

Both women caught the first 
man holding the crowbar, reaching 
for her car’s registration and garage 
door remote. He only got away 
with the registration and CD’s.

“What scared me was that 
there was nothing to entice this guy 
to have him break into her car,” said 
jewelry teacher Gayla Buyukas. 
“He even threatened her life.”

While attempting to take the 
thieves license plate number, the 
second woman, narrowly missed 
being ran over by the second 
thieves. The damages to the 
woman’s car cost about $500 to 
fix.

The second incident was over 
by the auto shop where a thief had 
siphoned off 5 gallons of one of 
Buyukas’s elderly students. The 
victim ran out of gas on her way 
home to rural Oregon, left in the 
middle of nowhere.

 “She didn’t expect it, I 
wouldn’t have expected it,” said 
Buyukas. “Its very troubling and 
inconvenient for an older person.”

The campus security system 
caught The Siphon Thief on 
camera.

 “They can be proactive 
themselves by parking in the PAC 
lot,” said security guard J.T.

“The 
Roadster 
Show is a 
great oppor-
tunuity to 
showcase 
your car 
and admire 
the work of 
others.”
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced Jour-
nalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  Visit our 
website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://highlander.
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circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the Gresham Outlook. DDSD 
Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS Principal: John Bier.  Opin-
ions expressed in The Highlander are not necessarily those of the 
district or high school administrations.  The Highlander reserves the 
right to withhold Letters to the Editor it deems inappropriate.  
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Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit,” and 2012 with “Special Merit.” 
Best Opinions Pages: American Scholastic Press: 2012
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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1. What holidays are 
in the summer?
a. I don’t know, all I 
do is sleep
b. Memorial Day, 
Fourth of July, and 
Labor Day.
c. Fourth of  July, and 
Memorial day
d. Summer is just on 
huge holiday

2. When and where 
did the fi rst sum-
mer Olympics take 
place?
a. 1800 France
b. 1990 Vegas
c. 2,000+ years ago 
in Greece.
d. 1700 USA

3. How many pounds 
a year do Americans 
eat watermelon?
a. 50 lbs
b. 25 lbs
c. 100 lbs
d. 15 lbs 

4. What is the 
national Holiday July 
is known for besides 
the fourth of July?
a. National beach 
month
b. National bikini 
month
c. National relax 
month
d. National Ice 
Cream month

5. When was the fi rst 
women swimsuit 
created?
a. 1800s
b. 1915
c. 1700s
d. 1960

6. Where did the 
month name June 
come from?
a. From the dictionary.. 
Duh
b. The Roman god-
dess Juno 
c. Someone is Greek
d. Someone thought 
about it

7. What is the big-
gest month for trav-
eling and tourism?
a. August
b. June
c. July
d. May

8. What do the fre-
quency of a cricket’s 
chirps depend on?
a. The sun
b. By the amount of 
fun their having
c. The temperature  
d. The month

9. What summer veg-
etable is commonly 
referred to as a fruit
a. Apples
b. Watermelon
c. Tomato
d. Lemons

10. What percentage 
of watermelon is 
water? 
a. 92% 
b. 85.6%
c. 100%
d. 10%

11. What is the most 
popular season for 
going to the movies 
a. Winter
b. Fall
c. Spring
d. Summer 

s u m m e
r ?

Iron Man 3 exceeds expectations

“Forty years later, I am still not a crook.”

MY TURN

TOM
CHEN

“You never really 
understand a 
person until you 
consider things 
from his point of 
view...”

Our heroes, remembered

Bluntly
Honest

Jazzmen Griffi n

 Being born develop-
mentally challenged is one 
thing, but being bullied and 
harassed for it is disheart-
ening.
 Incidents of this nature 
happen daily, and often it is 
never stopped. Harassers 
and bullies start out young 
because of no parental con-
trol or guidance. When a 
kid starts to bully someone 
or harasses her, it starts at 
home. 
 A study done by the 
Center for Disease Con-
trol stated, “Bull ies and 
their victims reported being 
physically hurt by a family 
member or witnessing vio-
lence at home.”
 Now,  th is  does  no t 
surprise me. Family and 
others’ actions influence 
children. The child then 
uses violence as an act of 
power and domination. Par-
ents, guardians, or whom-
ever is in charge: why are 
you replicating yourself?
 Whenever I see some-
one in a wheelchair, the 
general public astonish-
ingly avoids that person 
like the plague. There is 
no such thing as normal in 
this world. Just because 
someone cannot walk does 

not deface his status as a 
human being.
 “You never really un-
derstand a person unt i l 
you consider things from 
his point of view—until you 
climb into his skin and walk 
around in it,” Atticus Finch 
from To Kill a Mockingbird 
so profoundly states.
 A few weeks ago, a vid-
eo uploaded to Facebook 
showed a developmentally 
challenged girl being seri-
ously harassed by several 
lowlifes who were clicking 
their tongues in an attempt 
to infuriate her, which then 
caused her to chase them. 
These idiots knew this girl’s 
weakness and took advan-
tage of it. I am perplexed 
at how this brought them 
enjoyment. I t ’s l ike yell-
ing “WorldStar,” referring 
to WorldStarHipHop, an 
American hip-hop site and 
content aggregating video 
blog. That does not make 
you “cool.”
 There are two types of 
people in this world: those 
who are protagonists and 
those who are antagonists. 
To the first, I applaud you. 
To the latter, please get off 
the playground and face 
reality.

 This year marks the 
40th anniversary of the 
Watergate Scandal, and 
there’s no two reporters 
who mean more to those 
of us creating a high 
school newspaper than 
Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein.  They’re our 
Jordan and Pippin, our 
Kobi and Shaq. 
 “Watergate was the 
Nixon administration 
committing petty politi-
cal crimes to try to insure 
the reelection of the 
president and pain to his 
political enemies, getting 
caught in the process it 
being broken open by a 
couple of scrappy young 
reporters who had no 
business in a story that 
big in the Washington 
Post. They got editorial 
support, they followed 
the leads, they followed 
the money,” MSNBC 
journalist Rachel Mad-
dow in the recent Dis-
covery Channel show 

“Revisiting Watergate.”  
 The last 40 years has 
seen a bigger evolution in 
journalism than the fi rst 
200 years combined. More 
than computers mak-
ing typewriters obsolete, 
social media web sites 
have completely changed 
the game. It’s a win-lose 
situation. Yeah, having so 
much news at our fi nger-
tips makes the job easier, 
but it also makes the job 
much more competitive, 
and thus much harder. 
 Even a high school 
newspaper like this one 
competes with social 
media web sites, perhaps 
more. Teens by far use 
social sites more than any 
other age group, so we 
have to be more reliable 
to what’s important to a 
high school reader. 
 Even with the stress 
putting out the paper ev-
ery month, it’s is still a 
rewarding and enjoyable 
job. 

Have a great summer!

Dear Editor,
 Interested in knowing 
the impressions of two fre-
quent visitors to your school, 
two retired guys who help in 
three of Mr. Franzen’s English 
classes? We are two former 
English teachers who con-
tinue to be impressed by you 
and your school.  Let us tell 
you why. First, please know 
that people who blindly judge 
David Douglas, especially 
those who never set foot on 
your campus, don’t know 
what they are talking about.  
Those who ignorantly utter 
“Dirty Douglas” don’t see 
what we see each week:  re-
spectful students, clean halls, 
no graffi ti, teachers who care, 
kids who hold doors open for 
us, smile often, and treat one 
another kindly.  The students 
we work with are more than 
willing to accept our help to 
improve their writing; we 
love working with them. The 
critics of your school should 
spend some time with you;  
if they did,  they would un-
derstand that David Douglas’ 
problems are small when 
compared the good things 
going on here. Obviously 
something important is tak-
ing place at David Douglas.  
The Willamette Week recently 
highlighted this fact.  Our 
many, many years in class-
rooms--would you believe 
over 57 years combined?-
-allow us to compare your 
school to others we know.  
Our conclusion?  You are a 
good school, David Douglas, 
a very good school.  Other 
schools should copy much of 
what happens here every day.
Too bad your critics don’t 
take time to know that.

Sincerely,
John Nagelmann 
and Dick Hazel

Dear Editor,
One thing that honestly bothers 
me and irritates me so much is 
when students bully random kids. 
Many students fi nd it humorous 
and cool to pick on other kids. 
They choose to pick on the ones 
that are more quite and lonely, 
which is stupid because those kids 
do absolutely nothing to anyone. 
They think they are higher then 
them, more “popular”, and to 
make matters worst  they pick on 
kids they don’t even know. What’s 
the point in that? This bothers me 
so much because I dislike people 
that are just rude and disrespect-
ful, and them picking on some-
one else just too make themselves 

look better is so pointless. What 
can they possibly gain from it? Stu-
dents need to know that bullying is 
a serious issue and they things they 
say or do can really hurt someone, 
and not every one has the great-
est life. Those kids that they bully 
could already have a lot of prob-
lems and bullying them every day 
certainly doesn’t help them, school 
is meant to be a safe place. And not 
to mention that some of those kids 
being bullied could very well com-
mit suicide, and no one deserves 
to even consider that just because 
they are being made fun of. Bully-
ing is something that needs to stop.
 
- Sophomore Fritzie Chipen

There’s so many words 
to say to describe Marvel’s 
Iron Man 3, but to sum it all up, 
director Shane Black has truly 
outdone himself.

Iron Man 3 is about Tony 
Stark getting revenge on 
the behalf of his long time 
friend Happy Hogan who was 
involved in a bombing created 
by the newly found terrorist 
The Mandarin who was played 
by Ben Kingsly, who I may add 
was pure genius. Iron Man 3 is 
obviously classifi ed as action, 
but Robert Downey Jr. brings 
such a comedic performance 
all throughout the movie, which 
is a great break from my heart 
beating so fast at all of the 
glitz and glamour. As Tony 
Stark goes on to fi nd out The 
Mandarin is bombing places 
in the United States without 
leaving any kind of evidence to 
even prove that there was ever 
a bomb Tony Stark uncovers 

a huge secret that he has once 
encountered earlier in his life.

Iron Man 3 countlessly 
comes back to the theme of 
“you are the creator of your 
own demons.” There are twist 
and turns at every corner, and I 
always found myself holding my 
breath anticipating what was to 
come. Being a huge fan of the 
Iron Man movies, I was 100 
percent satisfi ed with how the 
movie was made. 

Iron Man 3 hit the theaters 
and made 284.9 million dollars 
nationally after only 10 days, 
and a whopping 949 million 
dollars worldwide, making it the 
number one movie in the world. 
That goes to show that fans all 
across the world were in heaven 
with this perfect third installment. 
For those who haven’t seen it, it’s 
defi nitely a movie people would 
want to see again and again, 
and I can’t wait for Marvel’s next 
summer blockbuster.

“There are twists 
and turns at every 

corner, and I al-
ways found myself 
holding my breath 
anticipating what 

was to come.”



Suspected terrorists have rights tooPOINT

SPENCER BENNETT
cub reporter
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Rap profanity 
too commonplace

COUNTER-POINT

ANDREA 
ZARAGOZA
cub reporter

Rap expletives 
an art form

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“No, because 
it’s not right. It 
depends if some-
one’s in for a bad 
crime.”

-Freshman
Keyonna 
Jackson

“Yes. They 
should because 
as terrrorists 
they will hurt 
our country or 
do something to 
affect us.” 

-Junior
Alondra Arroyo

NASA takes off, forget Earth

HUNTER DIZON
cub reporter

Is it right to treat 
suspected 
terrorists 

different from 
other criminals? 

Beauty found in friendships
Putting
Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“They are a 
beautiful bouquet 
of roses in the 
glorious rays 
of the sunrise.”

“Yes, because 
they’re out of 
the country and 
deserve a worse 
penalty.”

-Junior
Andre Reasno

• The last letter to be added to our alphabet was J.

• There are more 

telephones than people in 

Washington, D.C.

• At birth, a Dalmation is 

always pure white.

• Antarctica holds 90% of the world’s fresh water.

• Porcupines each have 

30,000 quills. 

Courtesy Snapple.com

    
KEYONNA 
STIFFLER

cub reporter

 Friendships leave lasting im-
pressions on people; friendships 
can also be a joy or a sorrow.
 I have had a fair share of both 
joyful and sorrowful friendships. 
Sorrowful ones have taught me 
more lessons than I can count but 
the joyful ones leave a feeling of 
profound happiness in my heart.
 It is a sappy subject to write 
about, I will admit, but I cannot let 
some good and joy bypass in this 
world without commenting on its 
permanent beauty. 
 To be supported, to be thought 
about, and to be loved is a great 
thing to fi nd. I am truly happy. I did 
not achieve happiness at the wish 
of a genie. It was from the sweat of 
my brow, the ache of my heart, and 
the uncanny willingness to sepa-
rate my life from the negative and 
sorrowful friendships I had obtained 
that has brought me the sheer joy I 
now feel. It was through fi ghts and 
comfort that I found out who my true 
friends are. They are the ones who 
know how much I have messed up, 
how much I have changed since 
then, and they know how much I 
love them.
 Friendships are truly an amaz-

ing phenomenon. They can shape 
a person into who they will be. They 
can bring the positive or the nega-
tive out. They can bring sad tears 
and they can bring happy tears. 
They can heal a person or they 
can harm. They can comfort and 
they can irritate. Without them, life 
would be drastically dull and bleak. 
With them, life is blissful and worth 
the hard times.  
     I used to dream of being popular 
and knowing hundreds of people 
but I have come to realize that it 
does not matter how many friends 
I have or how popular I am. I have 
learned that the only thing that mat-
ters to me is the friends that I have 
right now, the ones that truly care 
about me and I about them. I know 
these friends will be at my wedding 
someday and I will be overjoyed to 
be at all of theirs. 
      I will not call out the darling girls 
who are pictures of true friends be-
cause in their hearts they know who 
they are. They are a beautiful bou-
quet of roses in the glorious rays 
of the sunrise. I treasure our friend-
ships like the gems they are and I 
am proud to call them dear friends 
who I cherish so very much. 

Detaining citizens of any country 
is illegal and immoral. The U.S. gov-
ernment tries to use their get-out-of-
jail-free card by placing the detainment 

camp in Cuba and concealing it as a military base.
Guantanamo Bay is a U.S. detention camp started 

by the Bush Administration in 2002 on a Cuban Island 
where torture allegedly takes place. It is where over 
800 inmates are detained, some being terrorists, and 
others being innocent civilians that have been accused 
of unspeakable crimes. Guantanamo Bay has been the 
subject of much controversy, with many hoping for the 
cancellation of this project.

Guantanamo Bay detainees do not have the right 
to the American civil liberties, but they should still be 
protected under the Federal Prisoner of War laws, not 
subjected to physically and mentally scarring days of 
torture. Torture in all forms has been banned for over 
60 years in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
but the U.S. government still holds people captive.

 Republicans think that Guantanamo Bay is 
a great idea, just like all of the other Bush Ad-
ministration innovations. Republicans claim that 
Guantanamo is fi lled with al-Qaeda terrorists, but 
no more than 24 of them are related to the 9/11 
attack. Mohammed al-Qahtani, a terrorist who 
was stopped in a Florida airport with a bomb, 
made claims of inhumane treatment from the 
investigators. Al-Qahtani suffered at the hands 
of the American interrogators, with them smear-
ing pseudo-menstrual blood and forcing him to 
wear a bra. Female investigators would sexually 
humiliate him while he was naked. They would 
wear visible G-strings and bras, which are a taboo 
to al-Qahtani’s culture. He was given a large IV 
fl uid dose, then forced to soil himself. No living 
person should be put in those situations.

 Rightwing republicans call them prisoners 
of war, but liberal democrats call them unfairly 
detained people who were given an unfair trial. 
They should be tried in American courts if they’re 
going to be held against their will in an American 
funded and American protected prison.

   NASA’s Kepler mission has 
discovered many new planets that 
are candidates for sustaining life, 
including one they call Kepler-22b. 
Taking control of a Kepler planet 

would be an ideal solution to overpopulation in the 
future.
  Kepler-22b is the smallest planet in the Kepler 
system, being 2.4 times the radius of Earth. Kepler-
22b is 600 light-years away, and has an orbit of 290 
days around a sun-like star. However, this isn’t the 
only planet in the Kepler system; there are over 2,250 
planets that can support human, or nonhuman life, 
which is 89 percent of all planets in the system; 207 of 
these planets are near Earth-size, 680 are super Earth-
size, 1,181 are Neptune-size, 203 are Jupiter-size, and 
55 are larger than Jupiter.
  “This is a major milestone on the road to fi nding 
Earth’s twin,” stated Kepler program scientist Douglas 
Hudgins at NASA headquarters in Washington. 
“Kepler’s results continue to demonstrate the 
importance of NASA’s science missions, which aim to 
answer some of the biggest questions about our place 
in the universe.”
     Taking control of a Kepler planet would be an ideal 

solution to overpopulation in the future, but before 
planting our fl ag on foreign matter, we should 
make sure we are safe from attack here on Earth. 
There are many problems the U.S. is currently 
dealing with, including the Korean Missile threats 
to destroy the country. We should deal with these 
issues, and any other issues, before moving 600 
light-years away to the Kepler system.
     Getting to Kepler would be the fi rst problem, it 
would take roughly 16 million years for our fastest 
known rocketship to get there, so NASA would 
have to construct a ship that could travel more 
than six light-years a year, for a newborn baby 
to travel there on his 100th birthday. Even if we 
could build such a ship, how much would this cost? 
Trillions upon trillions of U.S. dollars that would 
be sunk into a ship that could take us to a possibly 
inhabitable planet. Which brings us to the second 
and foremost problem: if it isn’t inhabitable, we 
would have to turn back in this ship, which could 
take another twenty years or so, which would be a 
big waste of time, money, and resources.
    NASA could be onto something. I could be 
wrong, but this would be a bad idea that could 
cost us. The United States should be working 
towards other goals that could help us solve 
any threats, or attacks that could put us in 
danger.

 Rap music is a 
way of expressing 
themselves, but is it 

really necessary to throw in profanity?  
     That’s all we hear in rap songs. If 
artists are going to sing about hook-
ing up or beating up a person, why 
not throw in fi tting vocabulary? It’s 
all ridiculous. It makes them seem less 
intelligent and the lyrics less meaning-
ful. If artists want to be offensive, they 
should at least be creative about it. 
When rap started, it wasn’t about pro-
fanity, violence, the “N” word, selling 
or abusing drugs, or the degradation of 
women.
 Rap did not endorse the degrad-
ing stereotypical imagery of African 
Americans, so blatantly promoted by 
rap today. It all started down hill when 
the “gangster” image became cool in 
rap. Rap music today is all based on 
sex, drugs, money, and violence pep-
pered with an extreme amount of pro-
fanity. So many youths have been af-
fected by this music; they think that all 
they need to succeed in life is to steal, 
murder, and demean women. Not only 
that, but they also believe that an edu-
cation isn’t necessary or isn’t impor-
tant.
    Curse words are so overused to-
day that they have lost their meaning.
Whatever happened to the English 
language? It was used to shock the av-
erage person when they heard the “F” 
word. Now it’s so commonplace.

     Cursing in rap is a 
good way to express 
how the artist is 
feeling. It’s just a way 

to express the art, and rap is a free art. 
 The meaning of art is the 
expression or application of human 
creative skill and imagination. 
Expletives might be a favorite way for 
some rappers to express how they feel, 
such as if they are having a bad day, a 
good day, or whatever their mood is. 
Since “young people” are listening to 
this type of music, the foul language 
helps them understand why the artist 
made the song. There’s almost always 
a reason behind the lyrics. Rap music 
allows rappers to express themselves. 
If they don’t know how to say it in 
words, the art is coming out in the 
music, and the cursing is making the 
music better—and, admittedly, to get 
people to buy it.  
     Maybe some artists curse because 
it makes the lyrics more fancy. Art has 
many different ways it expresses itself.  
Rap may come out in an aggressive 
way, but it’s better for it to come out  
artistically then build up, and the rapper 
does something horribly wrong.  
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F a m i l y 
Odysseys:

Ceric family escapes Serbian-Bosnian War, genocide 
SARAH BRADBURY

cub reporter

BOSNIA

Germany

Slovenia

F a m i l y BOSNIABOSNIABOSNIA

SloveniaSloveniaSlovenia

Some families move a couple of blocks away or maybe into a new city, but 
sophomore Medina Ceric and her family traveled across the globe to reach their 
destination. Medina’s parents moved to Portland in 1992 from the Bosnian city of Prijedor, 
a region south of Hungary on the Balkan Peninsula.

 At the time, the Bosnian War, which started over a feud for independence between 
the regions of what was once Yugoslavia, was just developing in the area. The majority 
of the Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Muslims agreed with this decision, but the Bosnian 
Serbians disagreed and boycotted the change, saying it was unconstitutional. 

What followed was intense violence and genocide, resulting in over 100,000 deaths.  
As refugees worried about their family members, Medina’s parents decided to travel to the 
United States to escape the difficulties and the stress caused by the war.

“It was extremely difficult to leave behind my family and my home,” said Amir Ceric, father of 
three. “I grew up in Bosnia. That’s all I knew. That’s 
who I am—Bosnian.”

After stopping in Ljubjana, Slovenia, and 
Kamplinfort, Germany, Medina’s parents finally 
arrived in Portland where they began their lives in a 
city completely unfamiliar to them.

“I was forced out of my country because of a 
disgusting genocide,” said Amir. “I had to restart 
my life all over again as a refugee in an unknown 
country. I will never forget the pain and trouble I 
went through. I wouldn’t wish what happened to 
Bosnians in 1992 to anyone, not even my worst 
enemy.” 

Medina Ceric

Thousands of men kept in Muslim 
concentration camps (top) were 
starved during the length of the war in 
Bosnia. 

Germany



Highlander Highlander MAY 17, 2013 Features 7FEATURES

F a m i l y 
Odysseys:

Ngoye family leaves Chad, advocates for human rights
ANGELA NGUYEN

cub reporter

The trek 
to the 

promised land

chad

  
Junior Mariam Ngoye’s father, Djimet Dogo, traveled from N’djamena, Chad, a land-

locked country in central Africa, in 1999, with Mariam following behind in 2001 with her 
mother and sister, freshman Haoua Ngoye.

Mariam and her family traveled from N’djamena to Paris, where they stayed to visit 
an aunt. They then traveled to New York, then to San Francisco and then to Portland.

 “I honestly didn’t know why I came here,” said Mariam. “I didn’t find out until eighth grade.” 
 The answer is clear. Mariam’s father was a human rights activist who founded Chad Non-

Violence in order to stop their then president from murdering prisoners when he should 
have been discharging them. Taking pictures as evidence, Dogo sent them to the United 

Nations with a request for assistance. Chad’s president discovered the request and at-
tempted retribution, resulting in Dogo’s assistant and Dogo’s best friend being put to 

death. 
 A letter was then written to then President Bill Clinton by Dogo asking for his assistance. The Clinton 
Administration couldn’t do anything if Dogo remained in Central Africa. He was then escorted to the United 

States in 1999 by the U.S. Secret Service. 
 That’s when Mariam, her mother, and her sister traveled to Portland. 

It was a tricky time to leave: The 9/11 terrorist attacks had just taken place. 
 To Mariam, Oregon and Chad are two very different places. 

 “Chad is near the equator where it’s hot,” she said. “We came here during the 
winter and it was freezing. I wasn’t used to the weather.” 

 Although Dogo would send presents and chat with family over the phone, 
the girls hadn’t seen him in two years. 

“I didn’t know who my father was, because when he 
left I was just a baby,” said Haoua.

“I was excited to see him,” Mariam said. “He 
was my dad, and I missed him.” 

Mariam Ngoye

FRANCE

It was a tricky time to leave: The 9/11 terrorist attacks had just taken place. 
 To Mariam, Oregon and Chad are two very different places. 

 “Chad is near the equator where it’s hot,” she said. “We came here during the 
winter and it was freezing. I wasn’t used to the weather.” 

 Although Dogo would send presents and chat with family over the phone, 

chadchad

FRANCEFRANCEFRANCE

chadchadchad

FRANCE

President Idriss 
Deby, pictured 
above, came to 
power in 1990 and 
has since been
accused of 
corrupting both 
the Chadian 
government and 
military.

Photos courtesy: http://shelbystark.edublogs.org/2010/11/14/the-bosnia-genocide/; http://bosniagenocide.fi les.wordpress.com/2010/12/manjaca-concentration-camp-near-prijedor.jpg; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idriss_
Déby; http://www.cihrs.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/ACHPR_presentation.jpg; http://www.google.com/imghp?hl=en&tab=ii



Guns are a dangerous  aspect in our society, 
and they need to be taken seriously and handled 
with intelligence. 

The only guns people should be playing with 
are the plastic guns you get from Toys        Us. To the people who 
get a rush from playing with a loaded gun, it is time to grow up and 
take life seriously. 

An accidental shooting should never occur in family homes, 
therefore the Second Amendment gun control right is a privilege. 
Guns are meant to be handled with care. In Oregon City, a nine year 
old girl was accidently shot by her stepfather while he carelessly 
practiced for his new security job with a loaded gun. The girl was 50 
yards away from the house when the bullets went through the wall 
and struck the girl. It is concerning that even though he worked in 
Iraq and is a currently a member of the military, he didn’t think of 
the dangers of “practicing” with a loaded gun inside his house. Now 
maybe he thought he was in control of the situation, and he thought 
you could handle it; that doesn’t make it any safer. People hear about 
all the accidents, yet what are we doing to stop them? 

There are multiple incidents with gun accidents: on March 10, 
an offi cer’s three-year-old  son shot his sister, Jenna, in the torso with 
his dad’s gun. The parents were outside the van when the incident 
happened. The son had a fascination with guns, and the offi cer left it 
loaded and in plain sight. The offi cer could be charged with 10 years 
in prison for second degree manslaughter because he didn’t consider 
the consequences. This family lost a daughter and a husband. 
Guns aren’t exciting or cool; they are deadly weapons of destruction. 
Accidental deaths due to guns can be cut down when this is 
realized.
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Classic rock classic for reason

JAELYN CHESTER
cub reporter

Venture into wild misguided adventure

Gun control serious matter

NBA player receiving excess attention

The Highlander
How do you feel about 
Oregon sales tax?

“The year is 2013, 
and there should 
not be this much 
focus on a person 
because they are 
not open with be-
ing gay.”

“We are the only state on 
the Pacifi c without sales 
tax. Introducing one will 
give shoppers no reason 
to travel across the bor-
der to buy in Oregon.”

Andrew Ahnert
Portland, Oregon

 

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter

TONI CHERRY
cub reporter

JIMMY LEIU
cub reporter

Oregon sales 
tax not 
better option 

“The year is 2013, 
and there should 
not be this much 
focus on a person 
because they are 
not open with be-
ing gay.”

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

Ellen L. VanSlyke
East Portland, Oregon
“We have been saying 
NO for years.”

 A misguided 
Oklahoma teen’s vehicle 
was recovered nearly 
one month after he 
ridiculously decided to 

live in the Oregon wilderness.
A 19-year-old was reported missing 

after watching the movie “Into the Wild” 
and deciding to strike off on his own in 
the rugged Oregon wilderness, where 
his truck was found. It would be in the 
best interests of an individual drawing 
inspiration for life choices from films 
to avoid choosing films where the main 
character dies due to his previous life 
choices. Although, it was absurd for 
a teen with little background survival 

experience to attempt to live in the forest, 
it isn’t uncommon for humans to attempt 
to conquer nature. Being adventurous and 
close to nature are hallmarks of being an 
Oregonian, but has the pursuit of mastery 
over nature resulted in a dulling of 
common sense for the common man?

Case in point: each year nearly 
10,000 hikers attempt to summit Mt. 
Hood. When taking into consideration 
that over 130 “survivalists” have died 
trying to climb this mountain, some of 
them highly trained, the question arises 
over safety issues when letting anyone 
who wants to try to climb Mount Hood. 
Some climbers see the mountain and 
underestimate its complex conditions, 
exactly like the 19-year-old attempting 
the challenge unprepared.

Climbing mountains is an exhilarating 

experience, but when faced with Mother 
Nature’s deadly opposition even a 
veteran climber can be caught off guard. 
Potential climbers are recommended to 
seek some type of formal training before 
attempting to climb any mountain. Being 
adventurous is a sign of courage, but 
when it conflicts with personal safety, a 
safer alternative can be sought.

The search for Dustin Self, the 19-
year-old “Into the Wild” re-enactor, was 
cancelled due to weather. This is a smart 
idea. Why risk the lives of search and 
rescue workers for misguided youth?  
Along with the search helicopters used 
on Mt. Hood, search and rescue teams 
are funded by state taxes. It might cost 
less to train hikers before they climb up 
than to search for them and bring their 
bodies down.

After Oregon 
repeatedly rejected sales 
tax nine times over the 
last decade, Oregon once 
again recently rejected an 

unfair sales tax law. A sales tax is not only 
a bad idea, it’s a bad idea that needs to stop 
coming up.

Oregon is one of fi ve states that doesn’t 
have sales tax and Oregonians hope to stay 
that way after Oregon recently rejected a 
sales tax proposal. Senator Mark Hass held 
his fi rst meeting on Senate Bill 824 on April 
15, which would include a fi ve percent sales 
tax. According to KATU.com, sales tax 
would be applied to cars, clothing, and toys. 
Goods like food, prescription drugs, and 
utilities would not be taxed. In exchange for 
sales tax, Oregon would lower income and 
property tax.

Sales tax deeply affects all social 
classes living in Oregon, especially the 
lower class. A fi ve percent tax is close to 
nonexistent for the wealthy, but for the 
lower class Oregonians, it could mean a day 
without a meal. Any sales tax would only 
limit the spending budget of less wealthy 
families.

Since Oregon doesn’t have sales tax, 
its income tax is especially high compared 
to other states. While income tax depends 
on the salary Oregonians receive, sales 
tax depends on the items Oregonians buy. 
Unfortunately, sales tax is a regressive tax, 
meaning that every Oregonian has to pay 
the same rate. Then again, income tax is 
not a regressive tax, and it’s individually 
prepared to fi t each family’s needs. Sales 
tax is one of the most unfair laws because 
the wealthy and poor have to pay the same 
tax for the same items.

At fi rst thought, a reduction on income 
and property tax may seem like a fair trade-
off, if not better for only a fi ve percent sales 
tax. However, it’s anonymous if Oregon’s 
tax rates will stay the same or change in the 
future. In the past, some states have slowly 
increased taxes to the point where the 
starting tax rate would be simply doubled 
or perhaps tripled. At fi rst, a three percent 
sales tax is inputted, then 3.5 percent, then 
fi ve percent, and then fi nally eight percent. 
So, what evidence supports that the tax rates 
will remain stable or help every social class 
for the next decade?

The innovative sound 
of new music can unfor-
tunately leave the classics 
behind and forgotten, espe-
cially amongst a younger 

audience.
I listened to my parent’s seventies and 

eighties music growing up, and for awhile, 
it was all I knew. I enjoy nearly every genre 
of music, but the classic rock that my father 
plays tops the list. It still astonishes me that 
most people around my age leave classic 
rock unnoticed, exchanging it for the popu-
lar artists of today.

Led Zeppelin, The Eagles, The Beatles, 
AC/DC, and The Who are just a glimpse into 
the many amazing groups that ruled the clas-
sic rock era of the early sixties to the early 
seventies. There are truly too many excep-
tional groups to list. Many rock musicians 
were trained classically before expanding 
their artistry. This training proves that the 
musicians really knew how to play instru-

ments and control their voices. Autotune 
did not exist as an option for classic rock 
groups, which is a tool so many modern 
artists depend on to sell their music. Classic 
rock performers had true talent. 

I’m taken aback by the little knowledge 
many students have on classic rock. I have 
been told that classic rock from the seventies 
and eighties isn’t even rock. Saying classic 
rock isn’t rock is the equivalent of saying 
football isn’t a sport, or that Picasso isn’t 
a painter. Similar Picasso’s art or football, 
classic rock requires a tremendous amount 
of skill. The composition of the music is 
complex, and the artists are versatile. The 
technicality of classic rock is dismissed and 
under appreciated.

Led Zeppelin, formed in 1968, received 
the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award 
and was considered one of the most infl uen-
tial groups of the era, which are not associ-
ated with every band or artist. It takes a great 
deal of talent to earn such titles. Just because 
the band produced music before current high 
school students were born shouldn’t keep 
the band from being listened to today. 

One band, that is still fairly relevant, 
is Aerosmith. The group came together in 
1970, and they are still active today. The 
fact that the band is still together after more 
than forty years and is making music shows 
that classic rock can survive through the 
changes in music. Aerosmith has so many 
great hits that an entire Guitar Hero game 
was dedicated to the group in 2008

Everybody knows “Bohemian Rhap-
sody”, “We Are the Champions”, and “We 
Will Rock You”. Sadly, not everyone is as 
familiar with the group. Queen, who pro-
duced countless hits, does not come up in 
student’s minds when hearing their popular 
songs. “Crazy Little Thing Called Love” is 
featured in a Lay’s potato chip commercial, 
showing that Queen’s music is still out there, 
and his music deserves to be heard.

Classic rock can be and should be rel-
evant with current high school students and 
teenagers. The music is no longer as popular 
as it once was, but that doesn’t mean the 
music has lost quality. What classic rock 
has lost is its recognition, not the quality 
that made it classic. 

Recently NBA player Jason 
Collins came out that he was 
gay and has been receiving an 
excess of media attention. 

Collins came out as the first 
gay player in the NBA. He has 
played for the New Jersey Nets, 
Memphis Grizzlies, Minnesota 
Timberwolves, Atlanta Hawks, 
Boston Celtics, and currently 
the Washington Wizards. 

His confession came in an 
edition of Sports Illustrated and 
stated, “I’m a 34-year-old NBA 
center. I’m black. And I’m gay.” 

I have no problem with Col-
lins letting everyone know he 
was gay. As a matter of fact, I 
fully support him not hiding who 
he is. My issue is that since he 
made his sexuality public in-
formation, I have not stopped 
hearing his name. The year is 
2013, and there should not be 
this much focus on a person be-
cause they are now open with 

being gay. 
However, I do hope that he 

has set the example for other 
players feeling the need to hide 
their sexuality. I just hope when 
other NBA players come out, or 
any sports player for the matter 
come out, that it is not the big-
gest thing in our news cycle. 

Collins should be getting 
more attention for his actual 
playing in the NBA, not that he 
happens to be playing in the 
NBA while simultaneously be-
ing gay. There are people who 
had never heard Collins’ name 
before he was gay. I would want 
to be receiving attention based 
on things that did not have to 
do with my sexuality. Something 
tells me that Collins would not 
mind being known as Washing-
ton Wizards center rather than 
that gay guy in the NBA. There 
are other feats this man has ac-
complished besides being gay.

   “R”
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Gates handshake overblown

EMANUEL ROTARI
cub reporter

Prom dress threats outrageous

PETER MONTANO
cub reporter

Scottsboro boys exonerated—fi nally

survey
says

KAREN HERNANDEZ
cub reporter

 

Cameren Lee

Do Facebook 
prom dress 
threats go
 too far?

“Yes. It may always 
bother them, but that 
alone shouldn’t ruin 
such fun times.”
-Sophomore
Jimmy Mindra

“Yes. It’s overreacting 
and really not a big 
deal. Don’t ruin some-
one else’s night.”
-Sophomore 
E.J. Del Rosario

“ Yes. Girls are often 
overdramatic and 
insecure, and this is 
a great example.”
-Junior
Dakota Baker

“Yes. Why would you 
threaten someone 
over that? That’s over-
the-top.”
-Sophomore
YaYa Catchings

“An infamous           
miscarriage of justice 

was corrected.”

North Korea acting childishly

Keep 
In 
Mind

Lillard 
made mark
in league

HAOUA NGOYE
cub reporter

For high school girls, 
getting the perfect prom 
dress means a lot. It’s one 
thing to fuss and shop 
around for weeks and 

months. But, threatening other students 
using social media, such as Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Tumblr, is another. 

Recently, I’ve seen girls post pictures 
of their dresses for prom as they did for the 
formal, with a caption like, “This is mine, 
don’t steal it.” It seems, though, that this has 
gone to the extreme, with girls threatening 
others that if one “steals” their dress they 
will “cut,” “kill,” or “harmful threat laced 
with expletives them.” Girls never want to 
show up to their prom with the same dress 
as another girl, but this is extreme.

A Brooklyn Tech Facebook page made 
by students for students to post prom dress 
photos, greets them with “welcome to the 
page where you tell people you’ll physically 
hurt them over formal wear.” The names 
of groups tagged include, “Don’t steal my 

dress or I might have to have your family 
murdered,” and “Steal My Prom Dress and 
I’ll Knock You The [expletive] Out.”

Although, I’m not sure how much a 
dress to a dance is really worth, it’s not 
intimidation and social network terrorism. 
I don’t believe that a student’s safety should 
be in danger over social media because of a 
dress that’s going to be worn to a dance.

Yes, I agree that it would be disap-
pointing to go to prom and fi nd out that 
another student has the same dress, but I’d 
be much more polite about the situation. 
Still, the students posting their dress photos 
to these groups don’t seem to be affected, 
some claiming that most are using social 
media to state their attire or get feedback, 
not to be threatening or mean. I still believe 
that students should politely state that they 
are “calling dibs” on what they’d like to 
show up in, than to say things like, “Don’t 
steal my dress or I might have your family 
murdered.” A dress is no reason to threaten, 
maim, kill, or conspire to knock off a class-
mate’s family. Guys, hopefully, aren’t so 
shallow as to judge one’s attire by how many 
others are donning it. 

   When travelling to anoth-
er country, it’s only com-
mon sense to know what is 
and what isn’t considered 
rude or disrespectful. 

 In this case, it was Microsoft’s founder 
Bill Gates who greeted South Korean 
President Park Geun-hye with a one-handed 
handshake, his other hand in his pocket. 
The appropriate gesture should have been 
a double-handed handshake. Though, it can 
be seen in other pictures that the hand-in-
the-pocket is a habit that Gates has—and 
pulling that hand out with some money in 
it. And in those other pictures, he just looks 
awkward.
 Of course this isn’t the only time a high-
standing American accidentally offended 
those of a different country. As Nixon 
was stepping off his plane in Australia, he 
gave the “V” sign, intending victory. But 
in Australia, it’s as offensive as “fl ipping 
someone the bird” in America. All I can 
say is that it was better than phone-tapping. 

When George H. W. Bush toured the Aus-
tralian countryside, he followed Nixon’s 
example.
 It was understandable and could have 
happened to anyone. So, alright, someone 
should have done cultural research before 
these meetings. It reminded me a bit of a 
scene in “Forrest Gump” where Forrest is 
meeting President Kennedy and states his 
need for a restroom. And as diffi cult as it 
is knowing the rights and wrongs of each 
individual country, American opinion is low 
enough in places, so the least that could be 
done is to try and respect the cultures of 
other countries.
 Now, the whole handshake fi asco is 
being exaggerated. When meeting a person, 
fi rst impressions are important and little 
things are judged. The handshake should 
be fi rm and eye contact must be kept. Bill 
Gates did both of these. And President Park 
Geun-hye did a one-handed handshake as 
well. Therefore, there really isn’t a need to 
make such a fuss—Geun-hye clearly wasn’t 
too bothered. Besides, Bill Gates was on 
a goodwill mission. Let’s let bygones be 
bygones, shall we?

As point guard 
Damian Lillard’s rookie 
year as a Trail Blazer 
comes to an end, we’ll 
remember all the games 

and effort he’s put into the team. The man’s 
phenomenal performance has really en-
hanced the Blazers’ standing in the NBA, 
especially by his recent honor of NBA 
Rookie of the Year.
   This season, Lillard ranked 12th in the 
NBA for average points per game with 
19. His other average shooting statistics 
were excellent, averaging 6.2 assists per 
game, 61 fi eld goals, and 19 three point-
ers. He also broke the rookie record for 
three-pointers in a season, his 185 topping 
Stephen Curry’s rookie record of 166, and 
became the third rookie in NBA history 
to record at least 1,500 points and 500 as-
sists. During the game against the Lakers 
on April 10, he became the fi rst rookie to 
record at least 38 points and nine assists in 
a single game since Lebron James. And he 
didn’t miss one game. All of this was con-
sidered when Damian was unanimously 
voted NBA Rookie of the Year. This has 
only happened three other times: Ralph 
Sampson (1984), David Robinson (1990), 
and Blake Griffi n (2011).
    Lillard attended Weber State University 
in Ogden, Utah for four years, leaving as 
the second-highest scorer in the school’s 
history. He became the co-MVP of the 
2012 NBA Summer League when he 
averaged 26.5 points, 4.0 rebounds, and 
5.3 assists.
    During his rookie year, he partnered up 
with Adidas and Les Schwab and made 
an anti-bullying campaign known as “Re-
spect, Pass it On.” 
  “We all come from different backgrounds,” 
stated Lillard in a Blazers article. “I think 
it’s important for everyone, especially kids, 
to show respect to each other. I’ve lived in 
three completely different communities 
and have seen bullying fi rsthand. If I can 
make a difference and help kids be more 
aware of their actions, that’s a big deal for 
me. I want to be a part of that.”

  What if  one of your 
neighbors stopped going 
to  work ,  spen t  a l l  o f 
his money on weapons, 
n e g l e c t i n g  h i s  h o m e 

to  near  col lapse?  Then to  survive , 
what if this neighbor threatened your 
neighborhood for food? Would you refuse 
or appease him?  Well, this is an example 
of the unfortunate events happening in 
North Korea.
 North Korea has invested most of its 
money in building its biggest militaries, 
leaving much of the country starving 
and having little to no infrastructure. 
To survive, they are threatening their 
neighbors, South Korea and United States, 
by launching missile attacks. North 
Korea can’t survive on its own; it needs 
resources and financial assistance for even 
a chance of recovery. Nevertheless, they 
are reluctant to negotiate for assistance 
from the U.N. as it would require them 

to give up their nuclear, ballistic missile 
program.

So, it seems to me that this is a 
matter of North Korea wanting relevance. 
If the country were to give up its nuclear 
program, it would receive all it needs 
to rebuild and thrive,  which would 
meet their demands. However, that also 
becomes an issue. There is conflict of 
interest, though; giving up those military 
programs will take away the very thing 
believed by them to give relevance.

As for nuclear threats, this is 
mere intimidation. It isn’t as if North 
Korea could last very long if they were 
to drop a bomb. However, should we 
do nothing? No, not at this rate.  The 
cautious steps the United States has taken 
in response to the North Korean uproar 
have sufficed thus far. As of now, all 
we should do is keep trying to convince 
them that ending their programs are in 
their own best interest, and that relevance 
should not come with plutonium. Then, 
we can only wait for North Korea’s next 
move.

 April 19 marked the offi cial exoneration of 
the Scottsboro Boys, and in spirit, an infamous 
miscarriage of justice and display of American 
racism was corrected.
 On Mar. 25, 1931, after a fi ght between 
a group of white and black boys on a Tennes-
see train between Chattanooga and Memphis, 
the whites fl ed and reported assault. After 
arresting the “hoboing” band of underage 
African-Americans, two white girls in the 
boxcar accused them of rape. Three rushed 
trials in Scottsboro ensued, where the poorly 
represented defendants were all, except for 
one, sentenced to death. This case was ap-
pealed, and when the retrials fi nally occurred, 
the verdicts did not change. After the diffi cul-
ties they faced during lives of prison time and 
escape attempts, the death penalty frankly 
might have been missed.
 This year, Alabama legislature made it 

possible to fi nally pardon the Scottsboro boys, 
who would have been ineligible under the old 
laws due the case’s age. Perhaps this spiritual 
atonement could have come sooner; they’ve 
been dead for over two decades. But hey, Joan 
of Arc wasn’t made a saint for 600 years.
 The incident can be credited for the end 
of all-white juries in Southern courts, and 
remains among the most notable displays of 
American racism in the prewar 1900s. While 
not based on the Scottsboro case, Harper 
Lee’s seminal novel To Kill A Mockingbird 
parallels with Tom Robinson’s trial, during 
which a seemingly superhuman defense at-
torney single-handedly unravels the case. In 
both fact and fi ction, the verdict comes out 
of the oven as an ugly cake made out of the 
batter of blind hate rather than fact. It’s also 
fried by the ignorance of a South whose ghost 
still haunts the nation.



Strongest season in years for track

JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO
staff reporter
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 David 
D o u g l a s 
g r a d u a t e , 
a s s i s t a n t 
coach,  and 
occas iona l 
s u b s t i t u t e 
Gary Maass 
has been 

hired as the new varsity 
girls’ soccer coach. Maass 
comes with several years 
of coaching experience.

 

 
 The annual girls soc-
cer camp will be held from 
June 18 until the 21 from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
Floyd Light Middle School 
with a 25 dollar fee.   
      A summer swim team 
will be held for kids ages 
7 to 14 from June 24 un-
til August 3. The cost is 
$89.00 for the six week 
session and the require-
ments are to be able to 
swim 25 meter freestyle 
and backstroke. Register 
at the pool by June 14. 

MAASS

Softball experiences best of times, worst of times

Boys place sixth

Sophomore Josh Kellebrew placed first in the 400-meter dash at the home duel 
meet against Barlow April 24.                                          Photo by Margo Rutledge 

Senior third baseman Tess Kuehl fields a ground ball at the top of the second in-
ning during the team’s senior night home game.              Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

CAMEREN LEE
opinions editor

Girls’ soccer
coach chosen

Summer Drivers Ed 
in need of sign ups

            Classes run from July 22- August 9 
Mandatory parent meeting on June 27  

To sign up and for more information
See Tamra Coplen in the Security Office 

before school

DMITRIY
VAKULCHIK

KRISTIN
LAFONTAINE

The boy’s tennis team 
placed third at the MHC District 
Championships May the 6-8, this 
year held at Gresham High School.

Central Catholic took first 
and Sam Barlow second. David 
Douglas competed against Reynolds, 
Gresham, and Centennial high 
schools.

“Having such a young and 
inexperienced team at districts was 
really exciting because nobody knew 
what to expect,” said sophomore 
tennis player Hunter Davis. “All of 
the matches, whether won or lost, 
were hard fought, and it was a joy to 
see my teammates compete. To know 
that almost everyone is returning next 
year for tennis is very promising. I 
can’t wait.”

In singles, junior Vi Luong won 
two matches, finishing in seventh 
place.  Junior Isara Ketmanee and 

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter

sophomore An 
Tran both won 
one a match. The 
doubles team of 
sophomore Davis 
and freshman 
Baoheng Duong 
won two matches 
to finish in seventh, 

and sophomore Toni Hrvic and senior 
James Troung won one match.

“All the practices throughout 
the season had a huge impact on our 
districts,” said sophomore varsity 
captain Kevin Pham. “We all played 
our best and applied all we learned 
throughout the season into these last 
matches in districts. This team will 
go far next year as long as the team 
works hard out of season. Effort was 
one of the biggest contributions to 
the team. Everyone put extra hours 
to get better even on the weekends. 
Douglas has always been one of the 
tough schools and we’re going to 
come back next year a lot stronger.”

 The softball team lost at Erv Lind 
Stadium game against the Central 
Catholic Rams on May 9.
 The Rams took the lead in the 
first two innings. The Scots recovered 
with a run by sophomore outfield TJ 
Rucker in the third inning and a run by 
sophomore catcher Tiara Langshaw in 
the fifth.  The game ended with a score 
of 3-2, Central Catholic.
 “During the Central Catholic 
game we were focused and playing 
our best,” said junior left-field Kaela 
Davison. “That was one tough game 
for us. We tied twice with them, but 
lost in the end.”  
 The Scots celebrated a 11-0 win 
against Reynolds at a May 7 home 
game. The game started with a run by 
senior infield Paige Martin, followed 

by freshman infield 
Gennah Schoen, 
senior infield Tess 
Kuehl, senior 
pitcher Kristen 
Lafontaine, and 
senior outfield 
M a r k a y l a 
Shattuck, leaving 

Reynolds in the dust with a five run 
lead. The second inning saw Langshaw 
score a run, ending the inning 6-0, 
Scots. Shattuck completed a run for the 
second time, and the game concluded 
during the fourth inning with runs 
from Schoen, Kuehl, Lafontaine, and 
freshman infield Josie Taylor, closing 
the game with an 11 run lead.
 “We were loud in the dugout 
from the start, and we knew what 
we had to do in the batters box,” 
said Davison. “It was a fantastic 
game overall.”  

 Track and field was a serious 
contender for the MHC champion-
ship, last won by the school in 
1987.
 Multiple senior Scots ranked 
very high in multiple events. Janessa 
Dyk is fourth place in hurdles at 
100m and 300m, as well as sixth 
in the long jump. Cassidy Bean n 
was fourth in long jump, with her 
16’11.75’ performance now holding 
the school record, and fifth in the 
400m. Dmitriy Vakulchik, who 
OregonLive.com called the “catalyst 
for the team” in a recent article on 
the male Scots still accessible online, 
reached second in long jump, sixth in 
200m and eighth in 100m, at 22’6”, 
22.23, and 10.98. Fellow senior 
Samson Ebukam ranked second and 
set school records in shot put and 
javelin, at 54’ and 195’5”. The third 
notable male senior on the team, 
Ihoghama Odighizuwa, came out as 
third in the triple jump with 44’5”.
 Odighizuwa and Vakulchik were 
also part of the fourth-placing Scots 
4 x 400 relay team, along with junior 

Nick Showalter 
and sophomore 
Joshua Kellebrew. 
This team’s best 
time, set on the 
May 1 varsity-only 
meet at Reynolds, 
was 3:22.91. This 
broke the school 
record set by the 
2007 season’s relay 
team Kellebrew, 
who was also on 
the cross-country 
team, is also an 
event leader, as 
second place in 
the 800m with 

a 1:34.34 time. He holds school 
records in the 400m, 600m, and 
800m. 
 Freshman Kennedy Allen, who 
was also a star during the cross-
country season, placed second in 
the 3000m and fifth in the 1500m, 
her times 10:25.39 and 4:59,42, 
respectively. Allen’s 3000m time 
now holds the school record. 
Sophomore Shakur Gross has also 
broken a school record in the 33” 
300m hurdles.

LANGSHAW

LUONG

Girls’ soccer
camp scheduled

EBUKAM

ALLEN



Two golfers compete at state
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Girls’ tennis places sixth at districts

HUNTER DIZON
cub reporter

at a
MHC

.
 Dramatic home run secures victory

DANIELLE BROWN
 sports editor

HIGHLANDER’S
JV PLAYERS

OF THE
MONTH

JV 

Senior catcher Austin Anderson looks to his coach for the sign to give to his 
pitcher. The Scots beat the Eagles 7-6.               Photo courtesy the baseball team 

DANIELLE BROWN
sports editor

     The girls’ tennis team placed sixth 
place at the MHC District Champi-
onships held at David Douglas on 
March 8, including a Second Team, 
second place fi nish in doubles.
  The Second Team doubles team 
of senior Andrea Chiem and junior 
Adina Talpos placed second to the 
team of Sarah Brewington and Anna 
Ritchie from St. Mary’s Academy. 
St. Mary’s Katelynn Curtin and 
Vi Tran placed third, and Central 
Catholic’s Camille Foster and Isa-
bel Meyer placed fourth.

  Unfortunately, Douglas didn’t 
place in First Team Singles. Cen-
tral Catholic fi rst, Gresham second, 

Centennial third and Barlow third. 
 First team doubles Barlow placed fi rst, Central 
Catholic placed second, St.Mary’s Academy placed 
third and Gresham placed fourth.
 Second Team singles Central Catholic placed 
fi rst and fourth, and Barlow placed second and third.  

 

TAYLOR GARCIA
staff reporter

DANIELLE BROWN
sports editor

Barlow wins 
district tourney

 A bottom of the seventh inning 
home run by senior pitcher Brandon 
Tomiak secured the varsity baseball 
team a win against the Centennial 
Eagles, 7-6, at home on May 6.
 The Scots started the game on 
defense, stopping the Eagles from 
completing any runs. Senior outfi elder 
Tyson Walker hit a single at the bot-
tom of the fi rst. After a strikeout by 
freshman fi rst baseman Nate Lampert, 
Walker completed a run, scoring the 
fi rst inning. 
 The top of the second inning 
ended with the Eagles scoring no 
points. The bottom inning began with 
a completed run by Tomiak off of a hit 
by Walker. 
 The Eagles started the third inning 
with a successful run, but the Scots 
caught them, with senior pitcher Kyle 
Patterson stopping a run, and striking 
out. The third inning ended with no 

successful runs, and a 2-1 score, Cen-
tennial trailing behind Douglas.
 The top of the fourth inning had 
no points scored, but the bottom had 
Walker and junior second baseman 
Zack Reifenrath both completing 
runs. 
 Douglas lost their lead in the fi fth 
inning, with Centennial leading the 
game 4-6. 
 In the sixth inning, the Douglas 
tied the game up at 6-6.
 The seventh inning started with 
Centennial striking out. Douglas need-
ed one point to win. Senior shortstop 
Steven Wallace started at bat, and struck 
out with a catch by one of Centennial’s 
outfi elder’s. Junior pitcher Robert Pate 
made it to second base after a less-than-
catchable throw by an outfi elder to 
the basemen. Senior outfi elder Malik 
White got out at bat. Tomiak was the 
next batter and missed his fi rst hit. The 
next pitch was hit completely out of the 
fi eld, allowing Pate to run back to home 
base, winning the game.

Barlow softball 
clinches share of 
Mt. Hood title

DANIELLE BROWN
sports editor

 Moving forward, the Bruins 
(19-4, 12-2) extended their win-
ning streak to 12, with a 6-3, beat-
ing Central Catholic. Barlow took 
at least a share of the Mt. Hood 
Conference title maintaining its 
one-game lead over Douglas (19-5, 
11-3).

STRONG

Senior Brenda Van and junior Adina Talpos warm up before the MHC District Championships at David 
Douglas after school.               Photo by Andrew Nguy

 The boys’ golf team pulled through 
to districts with six boys participating, and 
two of them making it to state, at Glen-
doveer Golf Course last Monday and 
Tuesday. 
 At districts, the team made it with 24 
points and 56 total points, placing third. 
The team players who participated at dis-
tricts were junior Geoff Strong who made 
it to state with 465 points, junior Matt 
Stenhouse also making it to state with 275, 
junior Dustin Keller, junior Mason Speer, 
senior Austin Hill, and sophomore Joey 
Baker.

  “I did alright 
throughout the sea-
son and kept my head 
focused in golf,” said 
junior Geoff Strong. 
“The first day I had a 
little pressure to shoot 
in the 70’s because I 
wanted to play in the 
last group so bad. The 

second day I shot 78 because there was no 
pressure to shoot low, and I also had every-
thing going my way. Work hard play hard.”
 Working up to districts the boys’ 
played at Hood River, Rose City, Per-
simmon, Glendoveer, and Gresham Golf 
Course. 

Girls send two golfers to Districts

 The girls’ golf team made it through 
the season allowing two girls to participate 
at district last Monday and Tuesday.
 The two girls who made it to dis-
tricts were freshman Toni Cherry and 
freshman Emma Chapman. Unfortunate-
ly, the two of them didn’t make it to state, 
but they pulled through seven weeks. At 
Glendoveer, Cherry received 102 points 
and Chapman received 151 points. At 
Heron Lakes, Cherry got 107 points. At 

Rose City, Cherry received 108 points and 
Chapman with 153 points. At Gresham 
Golf Course, Cherry received 110 points, 
and Chapman got 122 points. At Glen-
doveer East, Cherry received 97 points 
and Chapman received 147 points. During 
week six, Cherry got 20 points.
 At Districts, Cherry received 205 
points and 45 total points. Chapman re-
ceived 247 points at districts. These two 
players participated at Hood River, Glen-
doveer, Heron Lakes, Rose City, Gresh-
am, and Glendoveer East throughout the 
week.
 

To
The
Rescue
Danielle Brown

 Claiming the fi rst set, 
Barlow tennis player’s Zac 
Blume and Daley McKay put the 
Rams into “must-win mode” for 
the fi rst time in the tournament. 
Moving out to a 3-0, the Rams an-
swered back in the second set. To 
get back into the match, Barlow 
picked up a couple games setting 
the stage for a pivotal seventh 
game showdown. Barlow won 
the tournament with 20 points, 
but the Rams claimed the confer-
ence title based on their 10-0 dual 
record, which included a sweep 
of the Bruins.

WILLIAM MACIAS
BASEBALL

EMMA PALEN
GOLF

CHIEM

TALPOS GLANCE

 Throughout both seasons of cheer-
leading, there are many girls who have 
to be thrown in the air to succeed at com-
petitions for the upcoming fall season.
 Cheer takes a lot of skills, tech-
niques, team bonding and team work. It 
takes strength, patience, sweat, smiles, 
voices, motions, dances, cheers, spirit, 
confidence, good GPAs—and a lot 
more. Although this has probably been 
said about one million times, I am going 
to say it one more time: Cheerleading is 
harder than it looks. A lot of students dis-
agree because of the reputation cheer-
leaders have and how movies depict it, 
but that’s where the saying “don’t judge 
a book by its cover” comes in. Cheer-
leading’s “cover” may just be pom 
poms, skirts, loud voices, and obnox-
ious girls, but there’s more to it than that.
 Cheerleading is more than just 
“tossing a girl up and catching her.” 
At practice, it’s like any other sport. 
We work to our fullest as a team to 

learn about 100 new cheers before 
the fi rst game. We sweat so much 
to where we even run out of sweat. 
We learn a routine for competition 
(including a tumbling section, a cheer 
section, and a dance section) and 
go over it for a couple hours almost 
everyday until it’s that much closer to 
perfection. We take tumbling classes 
to improve our skills and motions and 
to improve our scores for the judges.
  Then there’s stunting. This takes 
the most energy. Learning the counts 
(5,6,7,8) to clap set into the stunt, and 
it has to be sharp, the same as every-
one else’s. Going up into the air takes 
balance from the fl yer and trust that 
her bases will catch her. This process 
of building up to the next and more 
advanced stunt is very diffi cult after 
many falls, but the harder we work the 
closer we get to a better “picture” for 
the crowd, appearing that what we do 
is easy. It’s not.

Cheer now has a voice—me

Cheerleading’s ‘cover’ 
may just be pom 

poms, skirts, loud 
voices, and obnox-

ious girls, but there’s 
more to it than that.



 

Garden Project to benefi t families 
12 NewsNEWS MAY 17, 2013 Highlander

JOSH CASEY
cub reporter

Highlander’s

From page 1

PERSON OF THE MONTH

DEANASHA WILLIAMS
cub reporter

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

50/70

Bray’s class hears award winning poet
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Bottom row, second to left, English teacher Erin Bray and her English 2 class poses for a group 
picture in front of the Arlene Schnitzer Hall on March 12..                                              Photo courtesy Erin Bray

Children to benefi t from book drive   
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Thespians compete at state festival
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Advisor Kim O’Connor assists freshmen Brandon Russel, Damarkus James, and My Tran in the 
green house through the community transition program.                                                             Photo by Alexis Blaiser

JOHN BIER
DDHS PRINCIPAL 

School to start 
one week later 

TOM CHEN
news editor

Celebrate DDHS community 
by attending the 2103 SUN 

Multicultural Fair!

Thursday, May 23, 2013
6:00-8:00 p.m.

DDHS North Cafeteria, Free!
Dinner, Key Note speaker, 

and Entertainment
including API Dancers, 

and DDSD Marimba Band
Bus transportation provided!

 For more info, please call 503-262-4408

    English teacher Erin Bray took her students 
to the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall on 
March 12 to listen to award winning poet, 
fi lmmaker, and author Sherman Alexie, 
who wrote The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-time Indian.
     Alexie, who is Native American, writes 
books that are based off the experiences of 
his life. The book tells his experiences as 
a Native American attending at all white 

school, being one of the only two Native 
Americans in the school.

“His stories and experiences are very 
easy to relate to,” said Bray.  
 Alexie spoke about his life, taking 
stories from his book and providing more 
detail.

The Literary Arts Foundation donated 
all tickets to the event. In addition, the 
foundation donated 160 new books to the 
school.

Before the event, the class visited 
Powell’s Bookstore. 

The new Garden Project is now under 
construction, and can be seen from the 
south cafeteria. 

The SUN after school program will be 
sponsoring this event for eight weeks, and 
all produce will be given to needy families. 
A few students have already volunteered to 
help. SUN hopes to recruit more students 
to volunteer for in the future.

The project is progressing, and several 
gardening beds have already been estab-
lished. The main focus is to make ten beds. 
Vegetables will be the primary produce. 
SUN workers are also planning to construct 
a tool shed to store garden supplies. An-
other structure being constructed is a new 

watershed, which will support plants and 
vegetables. Any supplies or tools that are 
donated to the garden project from shovels 
to rain barrels will help with the project.

“We hope that this event will help 
our community by providing a garden and 
allowing students to volunteer more often 
to these activities,” stated SUN Director 
Paul Cavanaugh.

The purpose for this project is to have 
students become more involved in gar-
dening community services and outdoor 
activities. This event will also benefit 
students in the future for knowledge on 
how to take care of their own gardens 
someday. The SUN program accepts any 
volunteers willing to help this project 
expand for a great benefit to the David 
Douglas district.

Fourteen students left school dramatically 
with theatre teacher Michael Givler for the State 
Thespian Festival in Salem on May 4-5.

Several students performed, including 
sophomores Ethan Archer and Alex Montgomery, 
who won fi rst place in the Novice Duo category 
at Regionals.

“State was an epic experience I won’t soon 
forget,” said Archer. “Competing as a sophomore 
against top tier actors and actresses was a blast and 
I’m looking forward to next year.”

“It was a life changing experience,” said 
Montgomery. “Everyone there was so talented. 
There was a real unity between the schools. It was 
an honor competing there. I hope I will be able to 

do it again next year. I learned a ton.”
The Winter One Act, “Courting 101,” directed 

by junior Vanessa Peacock, scored 102 out of 105. 
A third of its actors received awards.

The festival put on “Ablaze,” written and di-
rected by Matt Zrebski, teacher for the Visions and 
Voices playwright program. Zrebski works with 
the school through Portland Center Stage, which 
also put on “Ablaze.” Senior Hunter McAndrew 
was an actor for the performance as well as a one 
act director.

Senior one act directors Ian Booth, London 
Bauman, Kelsey Milks, and Aaron Richardson 
went to the festival. The remaining 10 thespians 
were actors in one acts. All are active thespians.

Two dances were held at the festival: a 
Phantom of the Opera masquerade and a Disney 
themed dance.

The Key Club Book Drive, April 1-26, 
was a collection of books for children in 
need who want books of their own. 

Boxes were left in every room for 
those who were willing to participate and 
give away books that are at the level for 
elementary students.  

“It was a very successful drive, and 
it makes me very happy as an English 
teacher to see all these books getting re-

used and read,” said English teacher and 
Key Club advisor Jeannie Daugherty.   

Over 400 books were collected and 
donated to various schools and other 
places, including doctor and dentist of-
fices. Key Club members volunteered to 
clean the books and check to make sure 
they were not damaged.

“When I was younger, books were 
my escape,” said Key Club president 
Roanna Lin. “I want other children to 
have that escape, especially low-income 
families.” 

Senior All-Night Party
Wednesday June 5
10:30 p.m.-5:30 a.m.

Tickets $40.00
Cascade Athletic Club

 The School Board recently 
approved a request from district 
administrations and the DDEA 
to provide teachers an additional 
in-service week next September, 
meaning school will not start 
for students until Sep. 9, 2013. 
A revised school for 2013-14 is 
being developed.

 “I go to my classes and I do what I’m 
supposed to. It doesn’t really affect me that 
much, and I don’t know much about it,” said 
senior Josiah Jeremiah.”
 Many seniors support it, though, the 
last year being an inopportune time for new 
policies regarding their grades.
 “I think it’s a really good policy,” said 
senior Ian Booth. “I think it inspires students 
to try hard, instead of shirk classes.”
 “[50/70] makes credit retrieval more of 
a fail safe, rather than the easy way out.”
 As for the policy applying to seniors, “I 
think it’s fair,” Booth said. “[Seniors] didn’t 
have this rule the last three years, so why 
should they have it in their last year?”
 Credit retrevial has spurred many dif-
ferent opinions, whether on its more rigid 
policies, senior exclusion clause, or its 
forecasted effect on students. The admin-
istration hopes the policy will address the 
current issues and abuse of credit retrievial; 
teachers and students mostly agree with the 
policy, but are concerned with the execution 
and what consequences it may have. Ulti-
mately, next year will be when results begin 
to show, and then judgement can be passed. 
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