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This year’s winter play, The Foreigner, was double-cast. Sophomores Sarah Granberg, Ethan Archer, and 
Connor Riggs rehearse as part of Cast B, which performed on March 9, 14, and 16.          Photo by Gabby Kupfer
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Local accident 
claims district 
fi ve-year-old
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 Students purchased a one-way ticket to 
Georgia during the performance of The For-
eigner in the Howard Horner Performing Arts 
Center for fi ve showings, beginning March 8 
and running through March 16. 
 The play, performed in the PAC for the fi rst 
time 25 years ago, follows Englishman Charlie 
Baker, played by senior Karsten Montgomery 
in cast A and senior Ian Booth in cast B, as he 
takes on the role of “the foreigner,” fooling 
lodge owner Betty, brought to life by cast A’s 
junior Rebecca Daigle and senior Arielle Stuart 
of cast B, and her guests. He pretends not to 
know and understand English throughout the 
play. 
 The theater department chose to recreate 
The Foreigner for its dynamic characters and 
farcical comedy.
 “I read the script and thought ‘Wow!’” 
said theater director Michael Givler. “It’s really 
funny.”
 Although this was not the fi rst time a dou-

ble cast was used, it was still an organizational 
challenge to split up actors and balance the per-
formances. 
 “Assistant directors, senior Gabby Kupfer 
and junior Shelby Hansmann, were a vital piece 
of the production,” said Givler.
 Both blocked scenes, ran rehearsals, and 
collaborated with the actors and actresses.
 “The double cast [was] a lot of work, but I 
knew we could do it,” said Givler. “We have a 
lot of strong actors, so we had two really strong 
casts.”
 The production included 14 actors, two as-
sistant directors, and 16 stage hands from the Ad-
vanced Technical Services. They designed and 
constructed the set with the leadership of tech-
nical director Mark Taylor, who is retiring this 
year after 30 years of designing and constructing 
PAC sets, and who for the fi rst time in his career, 
took a bow after the last performance.
 “It’s always a bit of a tightrope walk, but 
seeing both casts on opening night was the best,” 
Givler said.
 Cast A performed on March 8, 10, and 15. 
Cast B performed on March 9, 14, and 16.

 A collision on 136th and El-
lis at 7:08 p.m. on Feb. 28 claimed 
the life of Gilbert Park kindergart-
ner Morgan Maynard-Cook.
 Prior to the accident, a local 
$1.2 million sidewalk project was 
cut, despite a similar $1.2 million 
westside sidewalk project gaining approval. The 
plan reborn in the form of a three-stage plan that 
calls for a yet-to-be-funded $1.3 million, according 
to The Oregonian. Ironically, the city’s fi rst plan 
did not include the area where Maynard-Cook 
was hit. The new plan, which starts this fall, will 
connect sidewalks from Foster to Division. State 
representative and district board member Shemia 
Fagan is asking for $3.6 million in state capital funds 
for sidewalks and speed bumps.
 “This is the only thing I’m going to ask them 
for,” said Fagan.
 Maynard-Cook died on the way to OHSU 
after being hit by 69-year-old Huong Dang Bacon. 
Maynard-Cook was walking home with Alice Ott 
Middle School student Zach Peterson and another 
Alice Ott Middle School student when a north-
bound car stopped to let them cross. Thinking it was 
clear, Maynard-Cook crossed the street and was hit 
by Bacon’s 2002 Suzuki Grand Vitara at 35 mph.
 “The car on the left was speeding and she ran 
in front of it and it hit her,” stated Peterson. “She 
fl ew up in the air and I couldn’t tell if she hit the 
mailboxes or not, so I picked her up off the ground 
and ran over to her house.”
 The driver remained at the scene and cooper-
ated with investigators.
 “Investigators believe she was traveling at or 
below the speed limit,” stated Portland Police Bu-
reau Traffi c Division Lieutenant Chris Davis.  “The 
woman was not impaired by alcohol or drugs.”
 Currently, no charges or citations have been 
fi led against Bacon.
 “It was a tragic accident,” said superintendent 
Don Grotting. “One of the things the accident has 
done is make the City of Portland more aware of 
the importance of adequate crosswalks throughout 
Portland.”  

 The new 50/70 credit retrieval policy 
goes hand-in-hand with higher academic 
expectations, teacher curricula, and harsher 
testing requirements as a plan to make 
students more academically prepared coming 
out of high school. However, the clause that 
the rule does not apply to seniors has some 
teachers concerned it will be ineffective.
 The rule, explained in Part I of this story, 
is a new policy that only allows students with 
above a 50 percent grade in the class and 
above 70 percent attendance to participate in 

credit retrieval. 
 The policy, at fi rst glance, is an attempt to 
cut down on students intentionally failing the 
class to take credit retrieval, a computer-based 
substitute for classroom instruction.   
 “[It is] an exception for conditions beyond 
the student’s control, such as [family 
crises, injuries, et cetera.],” said District 
Superintendent Don Grotting;
  Credit retrieval is not to be regarded as an 
alternative to normal schooling. It is costly.
 “With the ways our budgets are right 
now, [credit retrieval is] money being spent 
that takes away from regular classes,” said 
Grotting.  

 It is also much shorter than reqular schooling, 
which allows students to put in less effort. As,
 “I think that the [70 percent attendance 
requirement] is warranted,” English IV teacher 
Suzanne Beach said.  “It shows that the student 
put in effort.”
 Teachers in general support the policy. 
 “I think it’s a good policy,” Beach said. “This 
might motivate [students] to do better.” 
 A point of contention among teachers, 
however, is that 50/70 does not apply to seniors. 
Seniors are an at-risk group in their last year, and 
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Security priority after mall shooting

Elephant enclosure next on zoo agenda

Teen jobs still available

Three days after the Clackamas Town Center shooting, the mall 
installed security procedures and displayed memorial books and 
memorial stars.

Mall general manager Dennis Curtis said before the re-opening 
that extra but unspecified security procedures are in place. 

“I’m not allowed to discuss information about security,” 
said Town Center security head Chris Derrick. “It’s still an open 
investigation.” 

The shooter, 22-year-old Jacob Roberts, took the lives of 46-
year old certified marketer Steven Forsyth and 54-year-old nurse 
Cindy Yuille. He also injured 15-year-old North Clackamas student 
Kristina Shevchenko. Only after his gun jammed, Roberts took his 
own life. 

Items that were left behind by shoppers were reclaimed 
during regular mall hours. TriMet resumed regular operations at the 
reopening, and used temporary stops.

Mall employees must also follow the new security. They cannot 
wear puffy coats nor carry cases or backpacks and must leave phones 
and purses in a secure area. Security can now check an employee’s 
belongings and can follow customers carrying big backpacks. 

“Security was a lot more organized when it comes to their 
plans,” said senior Ashley Portratz, who works at the Proactive kiosk 
in the mall. “It’s definitely more organized.” 

Roberts had a disturbing family background. His mother passed 
away when he was only two, and the day before the shooting was 
her birthday. He lived with his aunt who had drug problems. Roberts 
also abandoned his dream of joining the Marine Corps because of a 
broken leg, then told friends he was moving to Hawaii. 

The U.S. is ranked fourth with 9,369 in crime statistics 
involving murders with firearms. Thailand follows with 20,032. 
Colombia ranks second with 21,898, and South America ranks first 
with 31,918. 

Shevchenko, was shot in the chest, went through surgery the 
evening of the shooting. 

“I know that God has his eyes on us,” stated Shevchenko to 
katu.com. “He has angels on everyone’s shoulders. He’s especially 
watching out for my family.”

Clackamas Town Center was not the only mall to experience 
a shooting. Radcliffe Haughton killed three and injured four at the 
Brookfield Square Mall, including his wife. He committed suicide in 
a locked section of a spa where he was discovered by a police chief. 
James Coleman murdered two people at the Arundel Mills Mall in 
Hanover, Maryland. 

The Oregon Zoo is recognized 
worldwide for its rich history in raising 
and caring for Asian elephants, including 
the recent addition of newborn calf Lily, 
and there are plans to further renovate the 
current enclosure to make it larger and 
to create an elephant habitat in nearby 
Sandy.  

Lily, a name voted by 50,000 plus 
Oregonians, was born on Nov. 30, 
2012 to Oregon Zoo elephants Rose-Tu 
and Tusko. The status of who owned 
Lily was at first unclear to the public. 
Tusko, the bull who fathered her, had 
been on breeding loan since 2005 with 
a Californian Circus Company, Have 
Trunks Will Travel, due to a contractual 
agreement between it and the zoo. 
This contract meant that Have Trunks 
Will Travel legally owned the second 
offspring of Tusko and was signed to help 
endangered Asian elephants continue 
to thrive as a species, despite poachers. 
Tusko was chosen to be on breeding loan 
because of his superior social skills that 
he can pass on to his calves, to promote 
healthy relationships.  The breeding 
contract stated that Have Trunks Will 
Travel would own the second, fourth, 
and sixth elephant sired, or fathered, by 
Tusko.

News of this contract spread through 
blogs and other social media, which 
rallied the public to keep the elephant 

breeding at the Oregon Zoo. 
According to Have Trunks Will 

Travel’s zoo director Kim Smith, even 
though their company technically owned 
Lily, it didn’t intend to take the calf away, 
or would be expected to as part of this 
common type of breeding agreement. 
Have Trunks Will Travel is supportive 
of having Lily stay with Rose-Tu all 
their lives. Still, the Oregon Zoo gave 
$400,000 to Have Trunks Will Travel to 
settle the deal.  

The Oregon Zoo will start 
construction on an extended elephant 
exhibit this summer, “Elephant Lands,” 
which will extend from the eastern edge 
of the zoo from the south of the elephant 
barn to north of the former Elk Meadow. 
The enclosure’s purpose is to give the 
elephants a healthy environment as 
well as enjoyment, including scratching 
posts, showers, and cooling mud walls. A 
separate enclosure, “Forest Hall,” will be 
provided for the elephants to escape from 
harsh weather, as well as provide new 
viewing sights for visitors, which will 
teach them more about elephant habitat 
and care. Wolves and elk, the previous 
habitats of the enclosure, have already 
been moved to other zoos to make room. 

“Rather than having enclosures, 
they are used to better replicate the 
environment and also to give [animals] 
stimuli that’s a lot like the wild,” said 
principal and former science teacher 
John Bier. 

The Metro City Council voted 

unanimously on Dec. 18, 2012, for 
nearly a $1 million payment to PGE for 
the former Roslyn Lake site in Sandy, to 
change it into a remote elephant center. 
Elephants are in need of space and regular 
exercise, and the location is similar to the 
elephant’s natural environment. The six-
acre expansion is being paid for by the 
2008 zoo bond.

 The plan is to have two herds 
alternating, with the bulls moving in 
between the herds, allowing them to 
“visit” rather than “live” with the herds. 
The elephants will be able to socialize as 
well as have the amount of time and space 
needed to have healthy relationships 
with one another in their expanded 
surroundings.

Partnerships are also planned for 
funding the Sandy project, which includes 
more than $17 million for construction 
and annual operational costs (over $1 
million). The Oregon Zoo plans to have 
a fundraising campaign with the Oregon 
Zoo foundation.

The Oregon Zoo’s elephant history has 
existed since 1962, when Packy was born. 
After 44 years without Asian elephants in 
the Western Hemisphere, Belle arrived at 
the Oregon Zoo and gave birth to who is 
now a legend in Oregon. Packy, the largest 
Asian elephant in the United States, stands 
at 12 feet tall when at full height. He will 
celebrate his 51st birthday on April 14, 
making him the oldest elephant in the 
country. Now more than eight elephants 
have been born in the Oregon Zoo.

Despite residual effects of the recession, teen jobs are 
still available. 

“Under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), the 
minimum age for non-agricultural employment is fourteen,” 
posts Jobsearch.about.com. 

The Minimum Wage is $8.95 in Oregon. Fourteen and 
15 year old can only work three hours a day and 18 hours 
a week when school is in session, from 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 
p.m. from Labor Day to May 31 2013. When school isn’t in 
session,  it’s eight hours a day and 40 hours a week, between 
7:00 a.m - 9:00 p.m., from June 1 to Labor Day.

 Meal periods must be at least 30 minutes for teens 
and provided no later than five hours and one minute after 
reporting to work. Fourteen and 15 year-olds must be fully 
relieved of work duties during this time. For ages 16-17 
there are no hour limits per day, but only 44 hours a week, 
the limit 48 hours a week. There must be at least 15 minutes 

of Paid Rest Periods for minor employees during each four-
hour period that cannot be added to the meal period. Teens 
under 18 also cannot work in a job that the Labor Department 
considers hazardous.

Summer camps and summer jobs are open for Fourteen-
years old and older.

“We work with organizations to help students with 
summer programs,” said Career Coordinator Deb Murray.

Babysitting and other chores are available around the 
neighborhood or house. Fifteen year olds can apply at Taco 
Time and Elmer’s restaurants. Justice, Forever 21, Taco 
Bell, Hollister, Little Caesars, Panda Express, Papa John, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, RGIS (Microsoft), Boston Market, 
Burger King, & Arby’s (crew members only) are available 
for 16-17 year olds. 

There are several resources to find a job: snagajob.com, 
coolworks.com, simplyhired.com, sitters.com, Groovejob.
com, etc. Some  require a work permit or food handler’s 
card. Companies can ask for a proof of age document, such 
as a  passport, a drivers license, or a birth certificate.

 Immunization exemption may become less 
common in the United States due to Senate Bill 132 
proposed this year, though the debate of religious 
exemption has been present for years.
 Senate Bill 132 would require parents to sign a 
statement about the religious basis for objection and be 
educated about the benefits of immunization.
 The National Vaccine Information Center clearly 
defines that a religious exemption is intended for people 
that hold a secure religious belief opposing vaccination 
to the extent that if the state forced vaccination, it would 
be an infringement on their constitutional rights to 
exercise their religious beliefs.
 Oregon has the highest percentage of exempt 
students in the country. The percentage of students 
exempted from immunization in Oregon jumped from 
two in 2001 to 5.8 last year. Parents have become 
more concerned about risks of vaccination. However, 
Rosenbloom said to the Oregonian that vaccines have 
too small of a quantity of alien material to harm a 
child.
 The exclusion day for students who are not up-
to-date on immunizations is February 20. On this 
day, children who have not been given all required 
immunizations will not be allowed to attend school. On 
the first day, however, students must have at least the 
first dose of all immunizations to attend.
 Childhood vaccines have an average prevention 
rate of 90-95 percent. Flu shots have only a 56 percent 
prevention rate. This rate drops to nine percent for 
seniors 65 and over. This is because flu shots are based 
on a guessing game of choosing which three strains 
of flu virus are most likely to spread in the current 
season. The success rate this season in particularly low. 
However, flu shots are not a required immunization in 
any US state.
 As far as serious diseases go, are students 
immunized?
 “It was an unusual year and we had only one 
religious exemption at Douglas this year, and no 
exclusions either!” said Nurse Nancy Miller.
 As more refugees with religious and cultural 
principles migrate into the United States, more 
religious exemptions are made. According to the 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, Oregon 
the Portland metro area alone has grown 8.8 percent in 
immigration in the past year.
 The National Conference of State Legislators 
reports only Mississippi and West Virginia to not allow 
their residents religious exemptions from immunization, 
but because philosophical exemptions have become a 
hype, many states have become in favor of the idea of a 
federal law to regulate all exemptions.  
 “I think it makes sense to have a universal way 
of approaching it,” said Miller “If they’re going to 
make rules, then it’s best that these rules be applied 
universally.”
 Oregon has not had problems with religious 
exemption since 1981 when exemptions were regulated 
because of State Archive Rule 333-050-0010. New 
Jersey has tightened their regulations on religious 
exemptions because of “misuses of the exception,” 
though no official reports of misuses have been made.
 The boundary between the constitutional 
protection and safety of religious exemption has long 
been debated, even among students.
 “I don’t have anything against immunizations. 
They have practically wiped out chicken pox for our 
generation, but I also think that as members of a nation 
with a foundation in freedom of religion, we shouldn’t 
force others to compromise their beliefs in order to 
have access to a free, public education,” said Junior 
Vanessa Peacock. “It’s the same as members of Islam 
being allowed to wear hijabs against no hat policies.”
 “It is my personal opinion that religious exemption 
in the case of vaccinations is not right, in that, if a child 
becomes sick, that can cause a risk for others to become 
sick,”said Senior Brendan Nikola. “More importantly, 
if a child dies because their parents are imposing their 
religious beliefs on said child, it amounts to child abuse, 
which is not okay with me.”

Immunizations 
possibly no 
longer required
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Hollywood hits Portland

Facebook’s movin’ on up 775,000 iPhone 
applications—
and counting
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Filmmakers are doing their part to “Keep Portland Weird” 
by filming quirky shows and movies in the unique City of Roses, 
including popular films and television shows such as “Twilight,” 
“Coraline,” “Portlandia,” “Grimm,” “ParaNorman,” and 
“Leverage.” These productions have a vast range of themes, from 
Tim Burton’s dark claymation story, “Coraline,” to “Portlandia’s” 
odd humor and mockery. The new shows and movies have been 
providing PDX with new tourists, occupations, and income 
opportunities.

“One million was enough to pay 56 Portland crew members 
for a 19-day, 68-location shoot, after the shoot, Oregon gave the 
show a 20 percent rebate on all money it spent in the state,” stated 
Willamette Week to the “The Art of Conscientiousness” blog.

According to OregonLive, in 2012 Governor John Kitzhaber 
announced the $130-million 
spent on film, television and TV 
commercial production in Oregon 
in 2011 was a new record. The 
previous record was $62-million 
in 2009. An estimated $50-
million dollars was spent during 
the first season of “Grimm” 
where more than 1,000 vendors 
were paid by the production team. 
“Leverage” put 480 Oregonians 
on the payroll for season four, an 
additional $516,000 was spent 
on hiring locals as extras and 
stand-ins. Electric Entertainment, 
the company that produced 
“Leverage,” has spent more than 
$78-million in Oregon over the 
past three years.

“We’re hoping to continue 
that,” stated Kitzhaber to Oregon 
Live reporter Kristi Turnquist.

Filming locations include many popular places around PDX 
such as, the Rose Garden, the Convention Center, and Voodoo 
Doughnuts. Some other locations include bookstores, the PCC 
library, the waterfront, Union Station, Memorial Coliseum, 
Madison High School, and many parks around town.

How do Portlanders feel about their city becoming a popular 

production location?
William Yardley of the New York Times writes, 

“‘Portlandia,’ some say, is hardly Portland.”
 Many Portlanders feel that “Portlandia” is a mockery of 

their beloved city. 
On the other hand “Grimm” actress Bitsie Tulloch enjoys 

her time in PDX. “Like many of her co-stars, Bitsie Tulloch 
has found a special place in her heart for Portland.” according 
to KGW’s website. 

“There’s so much love I have for this city,” said Tulloch. 
“The people are friendly, the food is amazing, and there’s no 
sales tax.”

Aside from film and television, films are produced 
in Portland, one of which being an animation production 
company by the name of LAIKA, located in North Portland. 
LAIKA produced the claymation films “Coraline” in 2009 and 
“ParaNorman” in 2012. Another production company is IFC, 

the producers of the notorious 
“Portlandia.” NBC has 
produced “Grimm” and TNT 
produced “Leverage” until it 
was recently canceled.

The films in the 
“Twilight” series have 
had many directors and 
locations, but Catherine 
Hardwicke directed the first 
film in the series. Hardwicke 
wanted most of the film 
to be shot in the original 
state of Washington, where 
“Twilight” takes place, but 
it would cost too much. 
Instead, she chose various 
places around Oregon. 
Ecola Park was used as a 
stand in for La Push beach 
and Madison High School 
was used as Forks High 

School in which the 170-year-old vampires attend. One 
location used in “Twilight’s” prom scene was hosted in 
the historic Viewpoint Inn. And when the inn caught fire 
in 2011. Fans were devastated and the owners had no 
way of paying for the damages since the building was 
uninsured.

When Harvard college student and 
future dropout Mark Zuckerberg created 
Facemash in his dormroom back in 
2003, he did not know the site would 
become popular with over a billion 
users later known as Facebook. 

  Zuckerberg started the website 
“Facemash” on Oct. 28, 2003. He 
created the idea with fellow Harvard 
classmates Andrew McCollum, Chris 
Hughes, and Dustin Moskovitz, to take 
pictures of two Harvard students’ faces 
and compare them to one another. The 
team asked fellow students to vote on 
which looked better. In order to acquire 
the pictures, Zuckerberg hacked into 
Harvard’s website and put them on 
his own site. In January of 2004, 
Zuckerberg began writing the code 
for a new website he planned to name 
“thefacebook” for Harvard students. 
After the site became popular around 
campus, Zuckerberg  spread the website 
to other campuses, and after some 
lawsuits the rest is history.

Facebook has opened up a window 
of opportunities for many. For Leif 
Peterson, it was the birth of his first 
novel. According to a Richard Mansel 
article, when one of Peterson’s friends 
dared him to write a 1,000 word story 
on his Facebook page, he wrote it and 
after many more he turned it into a 
novel. Peterson quickly grew a fan base 
and kept readers interested by naming 

characters after his fans. On June 10th, 
2009 Peterson posted the 84th and final 
installment to his book, making him 
the first person to ever write a book on 
Facebook.

There are over 1.1 billion Facebook 
users. Although users  might think they 
do not mean much to the company, in 
reality each user is worth about $100, 
making over 100 billion dollars for the 
company. 

Facebook’s number of active users 
is constantly changing. The population 
of Facebook users fell by nearly 1.4 
million over the 2012 holiday season, 
possibly because of the increase in 
advertisement. Hoping that it could 
prevent spamming, the company began 
charging users $1 for messaging users 
off their friends list. Some users may 
have found that too expensive.  

Facebook claims to not sell any 
users’ information through ads, but that 
is a constant worry for many. It costs over 
a billion dollars a year to keep Facebook 
running, and ads allow the company to 
keep the social networking site free for 
its users. Facebook takes extra steps 
to keep under-age users’ information 
private by limiting what they can share 
and who can see what they post.

Privacy is a worry for many users 
due to hackers and spam messages. 
Many readers have probably had a friend 
tag a picture claiming to win a free iPad, 
or a free gift card, or a free gift of any 
kind. Most users understand that these 
ads are spam but it does not help when 
users add strangers, letting them in on 

their private information.
“I’ve never had a problem with 

privacy,” said junior Alexis Deona. 
“I think it’s fine, I guess. People just 
have to learn how to be responsible on 
the internet.”

 Facebook found themselves 
in legal trouble once again in late 
2012. Rembrandt Social Media LP 
filed a patent infringement lawsuit 
against the very popular “Like” 
button. The patents were from a 
website, Surfbook, that was created 
before Facebook and also featured a 
like button. The creator of Surfbook, 
Van Der Meer died before he was ever 
able to finish his site. The case is still 
in progress.   

 There are some concerns 
about Facebook. Most users love 
talking to their long lost friends 
and family members, but there is a 
fear that  they can also become less 
socially active, with fewer face-to-
face interactions. 

“I like Facebook.” said Deona “I 
think it’s a good way to keep in touch 
with friends and socialize but I also 
think that it’s often abused and used to 
hurt other people. I get on Facebook 
everyday from my phone because I 
get notifications sent to it, but I can 
live without it.” 

Facebook will more than likely 
continue in its popularity. According 
to Socialmedia Today, in mid 2012 
Facebook users post more than 300 
million pictures and a staggering 3.2 
billion comments everyday.

There are 775,000 iPhone applications, 
or apps, on Apple’s mobile app store, beating 
Google Play, Amazon, Windows, and BlackBerry 
app world as of 2012. 

The most common applications on the mobile 
App Store are Facebook, Instagram, Messenger, 
Pinterest, Twitter, Snapchat, Pandora, and 
YouTube. These are most common because they 
keep customers connected and entertained on 
the go. Even TriMet will be testing an app this 
summer that, if successful, will allow passengers 
to purchase tickets using a smartphone.  

“I love how I can have more apps on my 
iPhone than I did on my Android, and how 
my battery lasts longer,” said freshman Emma 
Palen.

 With a wide variety of apps, the iPhone has 
set up categories on Apple’s website and app 
store for easy access which includes The Top 
Paid, Top Free, Newest Apps, Books, Education, 
Games, Finance, Music, and Sports. Apple has 
made it easy to download using the same Apple 
ID account that a customer uses on iTunes. 
Apple has also created applications to help 
users work and edit on the go with applications 
such as iBooks for eBooks, iMovie for movie 
editing, iPhoto for photo editing, GarageBand 
for music making, and many more applications 
that improve users mobile experience. 

Native features, or features that come with 
Apple’s Mobile operating system, for iPhone 
are Safari, an integrated mail application 
that supports Gmail, Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo, 
Microsoft Exchange. Integrated on iOS 5+, or the 
operating system, are Facebook, and Twitter.  A 
calculator, alarm clock, timer, music player since 
it’s existence, Voice Recorder, Calendar, Videos 
Notes, Weather, and Contacts are also built into 
iPhone like most phones.

Apps are not all created by Apple. There 
are apps that give Apple users the opportunity 
to create their own app with Apple’s approval. It 
costs about $99.00 per year for an official Apple 
app license, but it can be up to fifty-dollars per 
hour for the development process of an app. 
Only OS.X users can create applications because 
the program used to create applications is called 
XCode. The regular ranges of application prices 
are 99 cents for each app.

 If application developer is well known, they 
can charge the clients of Apple $200.00- $300.00 
for the application the developer has created. If 
the apps are simple, than the developing process 
would typically be 160 hours. It takes about six 
weeks for developing unless the developer is a 
professional. If Apple approves they will keep 
30 percent of the profit, Apple usually takes the 
developers share of the money. Usually, Apple 
will keep the developers money for a period of 
time. It not about getting the most from each sell 
it about getting a lot of sales.  

 “I think so there are thousands of apps that 
are made every day, most people have them,” 
said librarian Lisa Just. “I think we might even 
get rid of computers.” 

One hundred David Douglas students 
were surveyed to determine if they would 
rather have apps from Android Devices, iOS 
Devices, Blackberry Devices, Windows Phone, 
and Amazon devices. Sixty-two percent stated 
that they enjoyed iOS apps over Android, 
Blackberry, Windows, and Amazon devices. 
Android came right behind iOS apps with 34 
percent, Windows Phone came in third with 
four percent, Blackberry in fourth with only 
one percent, and Amazon with zero percent. 
Although, there were a lot of loyal Android 
owners there were still some who wished they 
had iPhone devices.

“One million ‘was 
enough to pay 56 Portland 
crew members for a 19-day, 
68-location shoot, after the 
shoot, Oregon gave the 
show a 20 percent rebate 
on all money it spent in the 
state.”

In-Depth 3IN-DEPTH
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1. What color do 
hippos sweat when 
they’re upset?
a. Pink
b. They don’t sweat
c.   Red
d. Black

2. What is cheropho-
bia the fear of?
a. Sleep
b. Fun
c. Chicken
d. School

3. What’s the boiling   
point of human saliva?
a. Saliva doesn’t boil
b. 636˚f
c. 212˚f
d. 568˚f

4. What did King 
Henry VIII sleep with?
a. A diaper
b. A knife
c. A banana
d. An axe

5. What are two things 
you can’t do at the 
same time?
a. Snore and dream
b. Lick your lips and 
blink
c. Pat your head and rub 
your stomach
d. Do homework and eat

6. How big is a baby 
octopus?
a. The size of someone’s 
face
b. The size of a ham-
burger
c. The size of a fl ea
d. The size of an eye 
ball

7.  What’s the 
percentage of the 
Ugandan population 
under the age of 15?
a. 10%
b. 100%
c. 85%
d. 50%

8. What three sites are 
banned in China?
a.  Facebook, 
MySpace, and Yahoo
b. Facebook, Skype, 
and Twitter
c. Tumblr, Twitter, and 
Gmail 
d. Instagram, Pinter-
est, and Facebook

9. Why did J.K. 
Rowling chose the 
name “Hermione?”
a. So young girls 
wouldn’t be teased for 
being nerdy
b. Because she can
c. So young girls can  
have an awesome 
name
d. Because it was a 
cool name

10. What is Bob 
Dylan’s real name?
a. Jackie Chan
b. Robby Smith
c. Robert Zimmerman
d. Ryan Heartless

11. How many 
Americans are injured 
by musical instru-
ments each year?
a. 500
b. 8,000
c. 1,500
d. No one. Who get’s 
hurt by an instrument?

anyth
ing ?

Flaw in attendance policy

“I have goosebumps. I just hope each 
one of us standing really means it.”

Sparrow moment of silence spoke loudly

luntly
Honest

Jazzmen Griffi n

 If being here at school 
and in class is so impor-
tant to Douglas, then why 
do students get In-School 
Suspension (ISS), when 
they have an unexcu                                                                                                           
sed absence? 
 If a student misses 
school and their parent or 
guardian doesn’t excuse the 
absence the day they come 
back at no later then 3:00 
pm the students has mul-
tiple options to choose from 
as a punishment, including 
ISS. 
 So, let me get this 
straight, not only do the stu-
dents already suffer from 
missing classes, but in order 
to teach them a lesson that 
being at school and present 
in class is very important, 
they came up with some 
grand ‘ol plan of pulling that 
student out of class to miss 

even more class time? 
 Not only is that punish-
ment not intelligent, it’s point-
less. There has to be a bet-
ter way to teach the kids that 
missing school is only harm-
ing their future. Having a free 
day to just sit in a room all 
day is not the solution. 
  Instead of taking them 
out of class, why don’t they 
take something that actually 
matters to students? A solu-
tion could be to put them on 
academic probation, basical-
ly taking away their extra cur-
ricular activities away UNTIL 
they start to come to school, 
or even make them help the 
lunch ladies clean up after 
lunch. No matter what the 
new solution may be, it’s got 
to be better than taking stu-
dents out of the classes that 
they’re supposed to be in by 
law. 

B

Dear Editor,
The bullying around school 
needs to stop and the only way 
that can happen is if one person 
starts a chain reaction. If one 
person learned to love and talk 
to everyone than other people 
would realize its something 
they should do too. If one per-
son shows everyone how to 
make a difference than other 
people would want to join in. 
Everybody’s someone and no-
body is perfect, so why only talk 
to people who are pretty and 
loud? Other people don’t realize 
you just have to really learn to 
know someone before you start 
to judge their appearene. We all 
want to show who we are by 
our clothes, but others want to 
show who tey are by their per-
sonality. Sme people just need 
to keep their mind wide open 
to the people surrounding them 
and put themsleves in other 
peoples shoes. Would you want 
to alone? Not talked to? Or even 
smiled at? The littlest gesters 
make a difference, it’s how we 
use them that matters.

-Sophomore, Anonymous

Dear Editor,
What’s wrong with the judge-
mental society we live in? 
Teachers and students both do 
it. I mean, I’m just as guilty as 
the next person but I wont come 
out and say what I think. Every 
person thinks their so great, like 
they belong on a throan. Thaen 
someone gives them a reality 
check and BAM, a fi ght starts. 
If more people know their place 
fi ghts would stop. I’ve noticed 
the more a person judges, the 
bigger their egos are. I get it’ 
human nature to judge, but if 
more people only judged off 
the actions someone made not 
their past or how they look, 
high school and  life wouldn’t 

be so hard on teenagers. But 
then again, it’s just my opions, 
there’s no need to force anyone 
to agree.

-Sophomore, Andrew Allen

Dear Editor,
Kids tend to lable other kids, 
they assume they know who 
we are but they have no clue 
what we are like. People will 
call us “weird” or “nerds.” 
Just because we are different 
doesn’t give you the right to 
treat us like freaks. Just because 
we like different things doesn’t 
mean you can tease us. A lot of 

the kids that are different from 
the crowed really are amazing 
people. Most that I know handle 
so much more than any of those 
other people that call us names. 
I bet you guys never thought 
about what we a like, who cares 
what your friends think of you. If 
you talk/hang out with one of us 
“weirdos” your so-called friends 
shouldn’t have any problem. 
Don’t down people just because 
they aren’t to your standards or is 
a different sexuality. Who cares? 
We are still people and we de-
serves to be treated like one.

-Sophomore, Melanie Miller

panies will cover. Marco’s 
doctor has said that when 
he gets this surgery he 
will feel 95 percent bet-
ter.
 So, if you stood dur-
ing that assembly only 
because you didn’t want 
to be the only one sit-
ting, you still have time to 
help. 
 The Sparrow Club 
has been active for six 
years and has helped six 
kids in need. It has raised 
nearly $30,000. The club 
meets in Joy’s room, 
318, in the Social Stud-
ies building. It isn’t too 
late to donate money for 
Marco’s cause. There will 
be another student body 
assembly in May to fi nd 
out how much money we 
raised.
 Marco’s mother, 
Lori Strickland-Ferci, 
has been driving a bus in 
our district for two years. 
Maybe she’s your driver. 
If there’s one thing the 
Scots do, and do well, 
that is we take care of our 
own.

 That was an amaz-
ing moment, at the Rose 
Festival assembly, when 
Sparrow advisor Brad Joy 
asked the entire student 
body to stand in silence 
if we were willing to help 
11-year old Marco Strick-
land-Ferci, the new Spar-
row, wasn’t it? And we 
stood, all of us stood for 
Marco to see, in profound 
silence, a moment many 
of us may never forget. 
 Now—did we follow 
through on that visual 
committment? 
 Chiari malforma-
tion is a serious medical 
condition. The cerebel-
lar tonsils, located near 
the lower brainstem, are 
pushed down through the 
opening of the base of the 
skull. The cerebellum is 
the part of the brain that 
controls balance. As a re-
sult, Marco suffers from 
multiple conditions like 
nausea, headaches, diz-
ziness, and general pain. 
The procedure to correct 
it is very expensive, more 
than most insurance com-

“Not only 
is that 

punishment 
not intelligent, 

but it’s also 
pointless. “

MY TURN

CASSIDY 
BEAN

 So far in my life, I have 
been blessed with several 
opportunities to travel with 
my family around the world. 
We’ve journeyed along the 
U.S. east coast, Canada, 
Mexico, across the Pacific 
Ocean to Hong Kong, Thai-
land, Cambodia, and most re-
cently, a two week trip across 
the Atlantic to Germany, Lux-
embourg, Switzerland, Italy, 
and Vatican City.
 Before my European trip, 
I took for granted so many 
daily delicacies. For example, 
I had never paid to drink wa-
ter at a restaurant or to use a 
public restroom before. Sim-
ple treasures such as ice in 
drinks were nonexistent. The 
hardest European concept for 
me to tolerate, however, was 
the Swiss education system I 
witnessed my cousins strug-
gling to just get through.
 In Switzerland, students 
in sixth grade take a test that 
basically decides what they 
will do with the rest of their 
lives. A very small percentage 
do well enough to be put on 
the path to become doctors 
or lawyers. If a late bloomer 
struggles with the test, he is, 
for example, set on the path 
to be a garbage man or work 
in retail for the rest of his 

life. Instead of attending high 
school, he participates in an 
internship for several years, 
which will become his career. 
This was just so bizarre and 
hard for me to comprehend.
 The European culture I 
experienced was like living 
in a fairytale. I could barely 
loose sight of one castle 
without fi nding another. Most 
were in ruins, but there were 
a few standing tall with an 
overwhelming beauty and 
magic-like touch. The Ger-
man autobahn fulfilled my 
wishes of reaching over 100 
mph, while Mercedes, BMWs, 
Audis and Ferraris zoomed 
past us at speeds my car at 
home can’t even register on 
the speedometer.
 Overall, I loved Europe; 
the history, nature, architec-
ture, and of course chocolate 
was amazing and incompa-
rable to anything else I’ve 
ever experienced. Though the 
planes and car rides were long 
and at times uncomfortable, 
they were beyond worth it 
and I wouldn’t give them up if 
I ever was given the chance. 
The opportunity to travel has 
been such a blessing in my 
life and I am so grateful for 
the knowledge I gain on each 
journey.

“The European 
culture I experienced 
was like living in a 
fairytale. I could barely 
loose sight of one 
castle without fi nding 
another.”



Equality needed regardless of preferencePOINT

SUSANNAH HOTOVEC
staff reporter
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Portland potrayal 
inaccurate

COUNTER-POINT

TESSA MEYER
staff reporter

Let Portland 
besiege normalcy

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“No. They 
shouldn’t. 
It should be 
personal and 
shouldnt be 
shared.”

-Junior
Vlad Bah

“No. It’s affi rmi-
tive action. You 
are not supposed 
to discriminate 
by sexual orien-
tations, race, or 
religion.” 

-Senior
Raisa NguyenAppreciate life—through pain

SERINA FAST HORSE
staff reporter

Do you think 
employers should 
be able to consider 
sexual orientation 

when hiring?

Transform life through hard work
Putting
Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“Laughing alongside 
other teenagers whose 
hearts were after God 
was the most awe 
inspiring experience I 
have ever seen.”

“No. It’s sexist 
and depending 
on the job, it has 
nothing to do 
with it.”

-Sophomore
EJ Del Rosario

• Bloodhounds can track a man by smell for up to 100 miles.

• Ulysses Simpson Grant 

once got a $20.00 fi ne for 

speeding on his horse.

• Pomology is the study 

of fruit.

• The tallest man was 8 ft. 11 in.

• A male kangaroo is called 

a boomer.

Courtesy Snapple.com

    
CAMEREN LEE

staff reporter
 Let it be understood 
that the never-ending 
campaign to “Keep 
Portland Weird” is at 
heart a valiant siege 

against normalcy, a Catherine wheel of 
alienation and near-bureaucratic stodgi-
ness which is closing in on our very 
souls.
 It is clear that the slogan has come 
to defi ne an ethos inimitable and vener-
able in its eccentricities, rather than pro-
mote local business, as was its original 
attempt. Portland can be found within 
the 24 Hour Church of Elvis. Portland 
is a sweaty, proud competitor in the 
World Naked Bike Ride. And Portland 
is a regular at both Voodoo Doughnut 
locations.
 This glorious city, this city of roses, 
this city of bumper stickers, cannot for-
sake its informal mantra in surrender to 
Californication, which Time referred to 
in 1972 as that “haphazard, mindless 
development that has gobbled up most 
of Southern California.” Allow me to 
tear off the Botoxed rubber mask of 
conformity; what you shall see is an iron 
maiden which, beneath its cold allure, 
does not soothe us softly with its song 
as much as kill us slowly with what 
it considers wrong. We cannot cower 
before the blade. We must continue and 
reinforce our stand. After all, weird is a 
subjective term.

 Are the everyday rigors of high 
school enough to make us com-
plain? There are some students, 
myself included, who would love to 

be able to actually enjoy high school without hav-
ing to deal with health issues that are out of our 
control.
 I have had a headache for a five years. 
 It started in sixth grade. Doctors didn’t know, 
and still don’t know, why I have it. The vast major-
ity of their treatments have had little to no effect 
on my pain. If I were to name a type of medical 
treatment or practice, I’ve been there and done 
that. It’s frustrating. As of right now, I am being 
home tutored because I can’t attend a full day of 
school with this pain. I just have to wait for my 
pain level to go back down—again.
 I miss the way life was before the pain, and 
what could have been. I could have done better in 
the first three years of high school if I wasn’t in so 
much pain. Nothing is certain as to what my pain 
levels will be next year, my senior year, either. And 

I don’t know what my pain level will be like in 
the future. I’ve been told that I will probably  
suffer headaches for the rest of my life. I don’t 
know whether or not that will actually happen.
 Strangely enough, being in pain has helped 
me appreciate life and good health. That’s why 
I find it frustrating that so many teens make 
poor choices. Drugs, drinking, pregnancy, fight-
ing—these years are too precious and shouldn’t 
be wasted on making stupid choices. Healthy 
teens take a lot for granted. I would love to be 
a normal, pain-free teenager. Ironically, I want 
the best for healthy teens.
 This leads me to my love for hockey. Other 
than it’s just a fun sport and all that, it is some-
thing that’s helped me deal with the pain. It’s a 
enjoyable distraction. Another interest of mine 
I  use for pain coping is my love for 90s boy 
bands, NSYNC being my favorite.
 Since I can’t live my teen years, if not 
more than just my teen years as well, without 
pain, it is my wish that no one has to deal with 
this but that no one takes being healthy for 
granted. That is why I am writing this, to 
hopefully shed some perspective.

   North Gresham Elementary School 
principal Tom Klasnic is losing his 
job at the end of this school year. 
Why? Because he’s openly gay. 

 If a man’s sexual orientation is to blame for his 
job termination, it’s ridiculous and inexcusable. 
 I really just want to know why this kind of 
thing is still happening. Why do we even have to 
entertain the idea that a person may lose their job 
due to sexual preference? Everyone has a different 
opinion on gays and marriage, but having an equal 
job opportunity is something that all citizens should 
have, regardless of orientation. 
 Simply put, discriminating against a person be-
cause they are homosexual is just as terrible as dis-
criminating against someone because of what race 
they are. There have been several scientific experi-
ments that suggest that the root of homosexuality is 
biologically innate. In other words, people do not 
choose to be gay just like I do not choose to have 
brown eyes. No one would ever get fired for having 
brown eyes, so it doesn’t make sense that anyone 

would get fired for being gay.
 It seems that religion has played a part in 
shaping the view of homosexuals in the United 
States, and this is respectable to a degree, con-
sidering that it is in the first amendment that 
we all have the right to believe what we want; 
however, religion should play no role in civil 
rights. Church and state need to stay separate. 
Although there may be a majority opinion on 
which religion is the right one‚not everyone is 
going to agree, and they aren’t obligated to.
 I don’t see any reason why a gay person 
would be any less qualified to perform than 
someone who is straight, that’s why hearing 
about someone losing their job to something so 
insignificant and unrelated is angering. Even 
despite the fact that homosexuality could be a 
conscious choice, it does not directly conflict 
with a person’s ability to complete a task and 
therefore is not a good enough reason to fire 
someone.
 We live in a country that encourages equal-
ity and diversity, yet discrimination seems to 
occur regularly. Are we ever going to get past 
all the close-mindedness? I hope so.

K e e p 
Portland Weird 
was initially used 
as a marketing tool 
to support local 

businesses, but unfortunately, the 
residents of Portland gave the say-
ing an embarrassing new meaning. 
     The word weird has such a nega-
tive connotation and is not some-
thing to celebrate. If something 
or someone is described as weird, 
how often is it that a good charac-
teristic? Almost never. Most people, 
especially non-Portlanders, are not 
going to think highly of anybody 
who expresses themselves as weird 
and are proud of it. Being weird 
isn’t anything to show off, being 
eccentric or displaying individuality 
may be, but not weird. 
     The stereotypical “weird” Port-
lander is a minority in the city, yet 
the main characters on the T.V. 
show Portlandia are caricatures 
of the stereotype. Portlandia is a 
display of the city to the rest of the 
country. The inaccurate portrayal of 
Portland is how the rest of country 
can perceive it’s citizens.
     So many Portlanders embrace 
the derogatory Keep Portland Weird 
slogan. The image non-Portlanders 
get from those three words is not 
the upbeat and unique place we 
live in, but instead reason to mock 
Portland. 

     While many students relaxed, 
read a book, scrolled through the 
internet, or even went on a trip 
during spring break, I enjoyed the 
glorious adventure of voluntarily 
scrubbing toilets, cleaning show-
ers, priming a building, degreas-
ing kitchen tools, and cleaning 
down cabins at Eagle Fern Camp 
(EFC).
     TCL (Training Christian Lead-
ers) Preview at EFC was a three 
day sneak peek during spring 
break as to what TCLers do vol-
untarily at camp for three weeks 
of summer.
     Working so hard that I almost 
fell asleep during my free time 
was such a blessing and an en-
joyment to have. Working that 
hard to serve campers who will 
begin trickling in during summer 
was the most enjoyable thing I 
have ever done during spring 
break in my entire life. It was 
more than I could ask for as a 
way to spend my time. I laughed 
until tears came to my eyes, and 
I also cried frustrated tears.
     My life transformed before my 
very own eyes the first night out 
there. I had gone out by myself 

in the dark to talk to God and to 
reprimand myself for messing 
things up in my life recently. 
     I cried. I got on my knees. I 
choked out, “Jesus, what do you 
want from me?”
     Jesus gave me my answer 
and so much more. He showed 
me how blessed I was to have 
such loving cousins and family. 
He taught me that being selfless 
in life reaped more than self-
ishness ever could. It was the 
epiphany I had needed in my 
life to show me the way to who 
I was.
    Laughing alongside other teen-
agers whose hearts were after 
God was the most awe inspiring 
experience I have ever seen. To 
be able to purely laugh about the 
joys of life and to laugh about the 
things that are good in life was 
relaxing. 
    I miss Eagle Fern’s atmo-
sphere more than ever and my 
heart aches to return to a place 
where I call home. I know that 
hardships lay ahead of me after 
telling the world that I am stand-
ing with Jesus but I know I will 
stand with Him through it all.
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Different approach to education

ALEXA MEDIANO
staff reporter

Screamo inspirational, hardly scary

Question of online love

Rape punishment not severe enough

The Highlander
Is money or passion 
more important when 
choosing a career?

“It is awful that the of-
fenders did not feel any 
remorse until they were 
in court and at risk of 
them having to pay for 
what they had done.”

“Passion for sure.. It’s 
good to be successful 
but if you’re not happy 
with what you’re doing 
then there is no point  in 
doing it..”

Matt R. Murray
Vancouver, Washington

DANIEL HUYNH
features editor

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

ELLEN VANSLYKE
features editor

“
fenders did not feel any 
remorse until they were 
in court and at risk of 
them having to pay for 
what they had done.

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

Damian Lild Giles
Portland, OR
“Passion, what’s the 
point of life if you spend 
40 years of it working a 
job you don’t enjoy, my 
.02”

At Monument Moun-
tain Regional High School 
in Great Barrington, Mas-
sachusetts, there exists an 
alternative academic program 

that most students can only dream of: one 
where students are allowed to create their own 
curriculums.

The program, known as the Independent 
Project, is run almost completely by students. 
On occasion, a teacher will come in to see what 
the students are working on, but other than 
that, the students are free to do as they please. 
The only real structure to the program is that 
they come in on Mondays with a question that 
interests them. After the group of students get 
a chance to discuss their questions, they break 
off and spend the week researching and coming 
up with ideas that might offer an answer. On 
Fridays, each student must present their fi ndings 
to their classmates.

Students participating in the Independent 
Project are not taking this as a joke, they are 

actually using their freedom to design their own 
method of tackling their ambitions and discover-
ing new talents. Some projects include creative 
writing, learning how to play an instrument, and 
even taking fl ight lessons.

Personally, I believe that the Independent 
Project has the potential to create a breakthrough 
in schools across the nation. Students who ex-
perienced extreme diffi culty in school thrived 
within the program just as much as those who 
fl ew through their previous years in school 
with perfect grades. The Independent Project 
gives students a chance to enrich their minds in 
the way that they need to, not in the way that 
is forced upon students across the nation. Not 
every teenager in the world will do well trapped 
in a desk for hours, listening to lectures that do 
nothing to pull their interest.

Some educators may argue that the pro-
gram might not cover all the necessary sub-
jects such as math, science, social sciences, or 
literature. The thing is, it does. The topics these 
students choose often stem from one of these 
subjects in one way or another. The student tak-
ing fl ight lessons gained valuable information 
about physics and the student pursuing creative 

writing is likely exercising their mind in ways 
an English classroom could potentially provide. 
The program also runs for one semester, so 
students have the other semester to get back in 
the conventional classroom.

Despite its name, The Independent Project 
actually is not as independent as it may seem. 
Students depend on each other for ideas and 
opinions that may bring another topic into 
question. These teenagers are essentially col-
laborating with each other and in turn, push one 
another farther along academically. I honestly 
wish that I could have experienced this type of 
group work in high school.

I have seen many bright, promising students 
throughout my years at David Douglas lose their 
opportunity at a proper education because they 
could not fi nd a way to excel in the conventional 
classroom. Imagine how many more students 
would want to stay on track to graduate because 
they get a chance to learn what they want to 
learn. I understand that not all students would 
be able to succeed in The Independent Project, 
but that does not mean it is not worth a try for 
those who believe there is another way to get 
themselves a quality education.

Can you love someone without being able 
to hold them? Can you be greeted at home by a 
sweetheart 400 miles away?

In the advent of video technology and total 
technological interconnectedness, internet rela-

tionships have become more prevalent as not just an introduction 
relationships, but as a continuing basis. People are taking soulmates 
in other countries, knowing that they may never hold hands. I for-
merly disapproved of internet relationships, but I now fi nd myself 
in one, and questions of how you can love someone so far away are 
rising. For months, I’d known him over a video game. I never really 
realized my feelings for him, but on Valentine’s Day, in a casual 
chat, it hit me that I might have feelings for someone eight time 
zones away. 
 I am not one to give up ideals easily, and the day-to-day fact of 
saying “I love you” to someone 4,600 miles away weighs on me. 
The question: can you love someone you will never see? 
 The stigma surrounding distanced relationships is even harsh-
er than the reality of them, shouldn’t give me pause, but it does. 
If we’ve overcome the racial barrier, the gender barrier, why not 
the distance barrier? A nagging voice deep inside continues to ask 
whether the stigma is warranted; whether true love really can hap-
pen without contact. The valid point is posed: is this the real person, 
or an image they’re projecting? Maybe part of true love is trusting 
them not to lie to you. The questions won‚ and I have to keep trying 
to fi gure out how love and long distance can coexist. But for all the 
doubt and worry, I’m still believe love can coexist with a distance 
barrier. To all you out there with lovers over there, my heart’s with 
yours. And to Martin Cowie: I love you more than anything in the 
world.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
with catapulting tu-
ition prices and a dis-
t ressed job market , 
students are choosing 

career paths based more on potential 
earning power than their actual pas-
sion and goals.

Fewer students are pursuing ca-
reers in creative fields and are, in-
stead, focusing more on careers in the 
math and science fields. But why? Are 
these young people truly interested 
in becoming engineers or surgeons, 
or are they being forced into it by the 
painful reality of the financial short-
comings that threaten their futures if 
they don’t?

For those of us who have had to 
begin planning our futures and decid-
ing on career paths and colleges, it’s 
absolutely terrifying. And having to 
worry about paying for tuition and 
paying off student loans is a burden 
that has become much heavier for 
students than it was for their parents. 
It is an imminent threat that is shov-
ing students into high paying careers 
simply because they know they’ll need 
the money. 

However, what would be even 
more terrifying than the intimidating 
bills that are soon to become their re-
sponsibility, is the unnerving thought 
that they’re sacrificing passion for a 
paycheck. It’s taking their potential 
for greatness for granted and is a waste 
of hard work and time. Why spend 
thousands of dollars and thousands of 
hours building up skills and gaining 
experience in an extremely undesir-
able career? To buy a big house and 
drive a fancy car? Or maybe to impress 
the people around you? How pathetic 
is that? 

According to Forbes, 70 percent 
of employees hate their job. That’s 
just depressing. It would be more 
fulfilling to make minimum wage and 
thoroughly enjoy every minute of the 
work day than to earn hundreds of 
thousands of dollars yearly at a job 
you can’t stand, right?

Loving what you do for a living is 
what makes it living.
                      

Music selections have 
changed over the years and 
not very many listeners have 
noticed it until recently. 
Teenagers have been listen-
ing to music that the rest of 

the world looks at as “screamo,” but is it really 
screamo?

No. The screamo era has been popular 
amongst teens, and it sometimes makes parents 
question what their teens are thinking about. 

Sometimes the question comes up. “Why 
is this the selection of music? The lyrics have 
to be looked up on the internet in order to 
understand them, and the music puts me in an 
angry mood. So what’s the point of listening to 
it?” The answer is simple. Most teens attend-
ing school, or even ones who aren’t attending 
school, have been through tough times. A 

majority of these screamo songs have a deeper 
and more personal meaning to the listener than 
the radio does. 

Yes, some lyrics have to be looked up, but 
who cares? If this is the music of choice for 
anyone, then it should be perfectly fi ne. There’s 
no reason to judge the listeners because they 
listen to a certain type of music. Just because 
the singer screams in their songs every so often, 
or the whole song in some cases, doesn’t mean 
that the song isn’t meaningful. 

These concerts are more fun to attend 
than any other. These are concerts where 
there are concert goers jumping around, being 
themselves, and the best part is, there are no 
seats. When pop singers go on tour, tickets 
go anywhere from $60-$300 each, depending 
on the singer. For these concerts, the tickets 
go anywhere from $15-$40 each, without the 
VIP experience. In most cases though, the VIP 
experience doesn’t have to be bought, as band 
members will often stay longer just to meet 

devoted fans.
With a seated stadium, there’s no way for 

a concert goer to move closer. During these 
concerts, the attenders can’t get in trouble for 
moving closer, since there are no assigned seats. 
This allows the attendees to try and get as close 
as they can to their favorite band. 

In music videos on TV, this type of music 
is considered metal or rock. The commu-
nity doesn’t always give other music choices a 
chance. This music isn’t bad. Some bands sing 
about how inspirational their parents are, and 
others sing about family or things that happened 
when they were little, and they want answers 
to why it happened. Not every song is about 
“worshipping the devil.” 
 Those who are into music should try other 
bands and different types of music. Sometimes 
it can be a good thing, other times it will be a 
learning experience. Not every music type can 
be the same, but there’s no reason for a music 
listener to be restricted to one type of music.

Passion over 
money for 
career choice

 Two Ohio high school football 
players were convicted of rape, 
but their charge was hardly se-
vere for such a crime. 

Rape is not something to be 
taken lightly. Regardless if the 
person was intoxicated, which 
was the case in this situation. I 
am in awe that as little as a one 
year sentence was given to Trent 
Mays and Ma’lik Richmond. I do 
undertstand that the boys are mi-
nors, but 16 and 17 is a sufficient 
age to know not to violate a hu-
man being. 

Not only did these boys rape 
this girl, but took pictures and vid-
eos. Pictures that were then dis-
trubuted by Mays. For this act, he 
did get a one year sentence. In my 
opinion, the rape sentence should 
have been more severe, consid-
ering it was the same charge as 
sharing an innapropriate photo. 
Both crimes were disgusting and 
unneeded, but I would take the 

rape more seriously, not even 
them out on the scale. 

The most severe sentence 
they could serve out is staying 
in juvenile jail until they are 21. 
I honestly do not think that even 
that is severe enough, even com-
bined with them having to regis-
ter as juvenile sex offenders. 

It is awful that the offend-
ers did not feel any remorse until 
they were in court and at risk of 
them having to pay for what they 
had done. They obviously did 
not regret what  they had done 
immediately because after rap-
ing her, proof was put on social 
media sites. Not until court was 
the opportunity taken to apolo-
gize. They are not sorry for the 
act, they are sorry that what they 
did happened to make their lives 
harder, not that what they did to 
a 16 year old girl made her suf-
fer and mortified her at such a 
young age. 
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Greedy double standard’s rising 

ANDREW NGUY
news reporter

Lion dancing deserves recognition

TAYLOR GARCIA
staff reporter

“Smart” hacker not so intelligent

survey
says

RACHEL MCKAY
news reporter

 

Gabby Kupfer

For a $1,500 
bill, would you 

tip $10?
“No. Personally I’ve 
been a believer of 
the 10 percent tip. 
Ten dollars isn’t even 
close.”
-Senior 
Kevin Ryan

“No, I’d tip a lot more 
than that, obviously 
it’s good service if 
you spend that much 
money. I’d give at 
least thirty dollars.”
-Sophomore 
Mandy Storm

“ I think it is. It’s still 
something and it’s 
good to give.”
-Senior 
Eugene 
Tsygipalo

“I feel if you have 
enough money to pay 
for a  $1500 order, you 
have enough to give at 
least $150.”
-Senior 
A.C. O’Neal

“Remember, 
incompetent criminals

 are common.”

Animal abuse beyond deplorable

The Last Word

Veteran’s 
memorial 
positive

ALEXIS BLASIER
staff reporter

  Many compassion-
ate and understanding 
Americans are outraged 
by the lack of acknowl-
edgement of veterans. I 
am one of those people. 

However, there are certain things and 
places that are really great about taking 
care of these brave men and women. 
 One place that does a great job of 
making burials honorable and respectful 
for veterans and their families is Wil-
lamette National Cemetery. I recently 
attended my grandfather’s funeral there, 
and the staff’s recognition and comfort 
they gave my family was amazing.
 The Patriot Guard is yet another 
incredible group of people that help out 
greatly during a service. They’re veteran 
motorcyclists who hang American fl ags 
on their bikes and do their best to attend 
every veteran’s memorial. They attended 
my grandpa’s, making it a spectacular 
service. Each member held a fl ag as they 
lined up from the edge of the sidewalk to 
the covered area where the service was 
taking place. They had a bagpiper, and a 
photographer. When my family arrived 
and when my grandfather was brought 
up, the fl ags were lifted as a salute.
 My grandfather’s ashes were brought 
to the front of the covered area, and 
cemetery employee talked for a minute 
before three shots were fi red in honor of 
the fallen veteran. Two military offi cers 
unfolded a fl ag, refolded it, and presented 
it to my grandma. Another offi cer brought 
up the three bullet casings, followed by 
the lead rider of the Patriot Guard pre-
sented her with a medal. 
 The Willamette National Cemetery, 
the military officers, and the Patriot 
Guard make such a beautiful service for 
veterans. They demonstrate veterans do 
matter. The cemetery truly respects the 
fallen and their families.
  They have a great way of showing 
this respect for these fallen heroes, and 
I know the families sincerely appreciate 
everything they do. 

         It’s not dragon dancing. 
It’s not line dancing. It’s lion 
dancing. The sport that is  too 
often overlooked. To continue 
this beautiful tradition, the 
younger generation must 

embrace their heritage, not be ashamed of it.
 Last summer, San Francisco-based 
LionDanceMe competed in America’s Got 
Talent. Viewers saw the dedicated practice and 
teamwork necessary to ensure a successful show 
as the two dancers, perfectly hidden inside of the 
bulky bamboo costume, soared nine feet above 
the ground, landed fl awlessly on metal poles, and 
risked injury with every daring leap.
 Cool, right? What other sport fuses daredevil 
acrobatics with martial arts and elaborate 
costumes? Apparently to viewers, it isn’t even 
cool enough to remember its name.
 As a lion dancer, it’s frustrating hearing 
parents urge their children to take pictures with 
the “dragon,” less than 15 minutes after hearing 
a speech about lions. Just because it’s a mythical 
Chinese creature does not mean it’s a dragon. 
There is a dragon dance, and most lion dance 

teams also perform dragon dances, but dragons 
are much longer and do not have four furry legs. 
Never seen a live lion dance before? The Lan 
Su Chinese Garden in Chinatown has frequent 
lion dances during Chinese New Year, and lions 
and dragons can be seen in the 82nd Parade of 
Roses, the Starlight Parade, and the Grand Floral 
Parade.
 In Chinese culture, lion dance is a sport 
and a traditional ritual that brings good fortune. 
Lion dancing contains a vast treasure trove of 
symbolism, from the lion’s appearance to the 
routine it performs, everything used in the lion 
dance has a special signifi cance.  
 Despite the lion dance’s extensive tradition 
and health benefits as a sport, lion dancing 
has become less popular than other sports like 
basketball, even in the Asian community. Through 
the years, lion dance teams have been abundant 
in membership, but in recent years, teams have 
declined. Asian teens need to consider preserving 
the culture of lion dancing. Like other cultural 
activities, youth shouldn’t feel uncomfortable 
carrying on tradition. Current lion dancers should 
take pride  that they are continuing a tradition. We 
should be proud of lion dancing. It’s not weird, it’s 
not something to be ashamed of, it’s something 
we should openly share. 

 There are some incredulously unintelligent 
criminals in the world today. Web sites and news 
reels hail these individual’s glorious fl ops and 
embarrassing failures as criminals, and recent 
events remind the general populace that, there 
will always be one person devoured in delusion, 
believing him or herself to be “clever”. 
 The hacking of Kim Kardashian, Michelle 
Obama, Joe Biden, Ashton Kutcher, Hillary 
Clinton, LAPD boss Charlie Beck, and director of 
the FBI Robert Mueller happened in early March. 
Their financial information—including social 
security numbers and tax details—were posted 
on the internet for all to see. The information is 
reportedly ‘accurate’.
 What’s my point? Clearly, what are you 
thinking, to the hacker who hashed together 
this pointless crime. Yes, impersonate First Lady 
Michelle Obama—one of the most public fi gures 
in American and International communities—

because using her social security number to buy 
a new yacht will be easy. 
 Ignoring the publicity each of the hacking 
victims, let’s examine the material.Tax records. 
Social Security numbers. Financial documents. 
There isn’t a being alive that doesn’t want to 
know what Kim Kardashian bought last Tuesday 
with her mother’s credit card. 
 Remember, incompetent criminals are 
common. A robber armed with a squirt gun, the 
thief that drops their wallet in the house, the 
shoplifter wears the clothes out of the store—the 
hacker who hacks into the richest and the most 
popular fi gures of pop culture and politics.
 We know most are shallow fops, but dredging 
up their private information with no purpose or 
goal in mind besides embarrassment? They’ll 
probably be hiring some of the best computer 
masterminds to fi nd the culprit. I’d wish the 
hacker good luck—if I was on their side. 

     As you may have read 
on social network sites, 
a $10 tip was given to a 
pizza delivery guy, whom 
delivered 85 pizzas, which 

would have cost almost $1,500.
 This is a case of pure greed. There is a 
rule  that customers must tip 20 percent of the 
bill, which would have been approximately 
$300 . I wouldn’t have expected a $300 tip 
for delivering 85 pizzas, but I would have 
expected to at least gotten better than a ten-
dollar tip.
 Nowadays, buyers and shoppers are 
greedy. One would think that the tip would 
be acceptable. But I would have taken the ten 
dollars as a joke. It sickens me to see how 
greedy humanity.
 One minute individuals are complaining 
about not having much money, then the next, 
spending their money on ridiculous objects 
like a thousand dollar sundae. 
 So many people are in poverty, and yet 
others still keep asking for more money to 

pay for welfare, food stamps, and health care. 
I’m not one to bash on someone who has food 
stamps. My family and I have food stamps. 
It’s the fact that the nation is asking for money 
day by day, mostly when we don’t have any.
 While I was researching for this column, 
I came across a sundae that can be bought 
at the cost of $1,000. The ice cream sundae 
is Tahitian vanilla bean ice cream, decked 
with exotic candies and chocolate truffl es. To 
top off this sundae, a dribble of bittersweet 
chocolate with a 70 percent cacao content is 
drizzled over it. Also, it is covered in a fruit-
infused caviar, an edible gold leaf, and an 18-
carat gold spoon. The price and the assumed 
taste of the sundae is utterly grotesque. My 
question is, who would ever, on this planet 
buy a $1,000 ice cream sundae? It’s way too 
expensive. It’s pretty, but they are asking way 
too much money.
 There are so many problems with the 
way our country uses the money we inherit, 
or give, such as taxes. I think the nation just 
doesn’t know what to do with it, so they just 
make up things to use or buy with it. Instead 
of focusing on new space in the mall or new 
sidewalks, the money should go to schools. 

 Looking through my 
Facebook feed, my eye 
is caught on a terrifying 
image of a beaten animal. 
Clicking on the video in 
horrified curiosity, I find 
myself instantly looking 

upon the face of an abused dog. The dog has 
been beaten and tortured, getting ready to 
be skinned alive for fur trading in China.
 Several videos of millions of animals in 
the back of trucks being thrown around are 
circling the web, raising millions of red fl ags 
across Facebook and receiving hundreds of 
thousands of views. Every video makes me 
cry. Small cages, having six to eight animals 
jam-packed into it, are thrown on and off 
of huge trucks with  hundreds more cages. 
With the audio on, I can hear cries from the 
animals being skinned alive.
 I am sickened by the idea of these 
animals not only being killed, but being 
abused as well. I understand fur is a major 
trade, but to gather it as it’s being done 

is horrible and disgusting. Just because 
animals can’t talk, walk on two legs or have 
higher level thinking doesn’t mean they 
should be skinned alive; these animals can 
still feel.
 I own three dogs, and I love animals. To 
see any dog going through hours of torture, 
being beaten and starved, physically makes 
me sick and I have so much sympathy for 
them. 
 Dogs are man’s best friend, and 
shouldn’t be tortured for their fur under any 
circumstances. If China wants fur, why not 
do it humanely, to animals no one wants? 
The animals in these videos are neighbor’s 
pets that strayed too far from home.
 I wish to forward these videos on with 
the hope of making others aware. I hope to 
see changes being made to save thousands 
of animals every year from becoming a 
warm winter jacket, a designer purse, or a 
fur hat.
 Horrible things happen in this world, 
and I would have to say this is one of the 
worst things I’ve seen; I hope to raise 
concerns for those who are ignorant. 
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Through D o u g l a s  eyes
The last fi ve decades have provided both silly and sublime historic moments—as witnessed by DDHS alumni 

2000s
 Our country has had many memorable events since 2000 that has changed our country as a whole. 
 One of the biggest events during this that shook our country as a whole was the terrorist attack on 
the World Trade Center on Sep. 11 2001. As many people know, two planes crashed into the Twin Towers, 
another crashed into the Pentagon, and a fourth, believed to be headed to the White House, crashed into a 
fi eld. This left over 3000 citizens dead. 
 Another event that took place in 2001 was the legalization of same sex marriage in the Netherlands. 
This was the fi rst country to allow it. 
 Many events took place in 2003, some of which would be when NASA space shuttle Columbia ex-
plodes while reentering the atmosphere over Texas, leaving all seven of the astronauts aboard dead. The 
war in Iraq began March 19, 2003 with the U.S. bombing Baghdad. Hurricane Katrina destroyed all of New 
Orleans Aug. 29, 2005 leaving thousands dead and destroying everything in its path in Mississippi, Florida, 
and Louisiana, among others. 
 The U.S. made history in 2008, electing our fi rst African American president Barack Obama. 
 In June of 2009, the U.S was faced with a global pandemic known as the H1N1 virus, or Swine Flu. 
It was the fi rst global pandemic we have dealt with since the Hong Kong fl u which occurred in the 1960s.   
 “One of my most memorable moments at Douglas was when Mrs. Reeves was nine months pregnant 
and at soccer practice she was doing ball hops,” said substitute teacher Whitney Spain “She told us we had 
an appointment and rushed off the fi eld. We later found out her water broke while doing ball hops.”

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

1960s1960s
 In the age of the moonlanding and hippies, David Douglas High School students in the 1960s shared fears 
of being drafted to the Vietnam War, wore Madras shirts, and were segregated by class into two buildings.
 Back then, the school had a rifl e and gymnastics team. It also provided Latin as a foreign language class. 
The current south building was called the senior building, with only upperclassmen roaming the halls, and the cur-
rent north building was called the junior building, housing underclassmen.
 Students revelled in sporting Converse All-Stars and cowboy boots, with Madras shirts acting as a fad. 
 “Dress code was not too strict as I remember,” said 1969 alumni Terry Lee, who now volunteers as Head 
Coach of Portland Lee’s Association Dragon and Lion Dance Team and works in a specialty compounding phar-
macy where he makes custom medications for patients. “The guys wore their pants short. The hems crept higher 
and higher until they reached about mid shin height.”
 While graduates were drafted through a lottery system— a lottery that participants did not want to win, hip-
pies and protests were nonexistent on campus during the Vietnam War. In the 1970 lottery, Lee had the number of 
134. Numbers one to 125 were drafted to Vietnam.
 “I remember one time when I went on a march,” said Lee. “We were chanting John Lennon’s “Give Peace 
a Chance” all the way from U of O campus to downtown City Hall. The entire block of City Hall was surrounded by 
police in riot gear, with long clubs and axe handles, helmets, face shields, gas masks, and large plexiglass shields. 
They had pepper fogger machines that could shoot out gas canisters. ‘You have 30 seconds to disperse,’ they 
called out on the bull horn. Then they immediately fi red the tear gas and charged at the students. We all ran. People 
were getting clubbed and taken away. My friends and I got away and went to the jail later to get some other friends 
out on bail.”
 President John F. Kennedy’s brother Bobby Kennedy gave a speech in the south cafeteria during his West 
Coast tour in 1968, months before he was assassinated in California. Rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. was also 
assassinated.

CAMEREN LEE
staff reporter

1970sThe 1970s is often considered the most tumultuous decade for post-war Amer-
ica, and it was then that DDHS went through its second.

These years are partially defi ned by legendary cultural contributions. The God-
father, Star Wars, Happy Days, Sesame Street, and SNL arrived. The music of the de-
cade is some of the most loved (and loathed) of the 20th century. Pong was not the fi rst 
video game, but the fi rst successful one, and the modern idea of the arcade was born. 
When the VCR was released, consumers were fi nally able to afford viewing movies at 
home, and could fi nally record, pause, rewind, and fast-forward.

“I recall it being a big deal when a friend recorded the Blazers at the [1977] NBA 
Finals,” said science teacher Steve Cole.

Nevertheless, the 1970s had a far darker side. The Munich and Jonestown 
massacres are among the most notorious in recent history. The Iranian Revolution argu-
ably changed Middle Eastern politics forever. Watergate is among the most notorious po-
litical scandals in political history, and the fi rst time a President was impeached. Despite 
this, students managed.
 “Watergate was like a drop of food coloring,” says Cole. “It colored everything, but 
it wasn’t a severe distraction for us, as I recall. We defi nitely heard about it, though.” 19

80
sTESSA MEYER

staff reporter

The 80’s, the decade of neon colors, Rubik’s Cube, 
and the Sony Walkman was also fi lled with political confl ict, 

and other historical events.  
 80’s pop culture was ruled by wild fashion, classic 
toys, and unforgettable movies. Leg warmers, acid wash 
jeans, and big hair were in style. The clunky Sony Walkman 
was the revolutionary, portable music player, and was the 
closest thing the era could come to an iPod. The children 
of the 80’s played the Atari, the advent of home gaming. In 
1985, The Breakfast Club movie was released. Other clas-
sics like E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, and Back to the Future 

came out as well. 
 On Monday, March 30, 1981, Ronald Reagan and 
three others were shot during Reagan’s speech at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel in Washington D.C., 69 days into 
his presidency, by John Hinckley Jr. Nobody was killed, but 
Reagan suffered from a punctured lung and internal bleed-
ing. Reagan took another hit in ‘86 when the Iran Contra 
scandal unfolded on national television. He confi rmed that 
a weapons transfer did occur between the US and Iran, but 
the arms were not traded for American hostages like the 
public believed. No evidence was found that Reagan knew 

the extent of the scandal. 
 During the Cold War, Mikhail Gorbachev became the 
General Secretary of the Soviet Union in 1985. In effort to 
reform the Soviet Union’s falling economy, Gorbachev put 
Perestroika, or restructuring, and Glasnost, or openness, 
into effect, instead of giving more attention to the nuclear 
arms race with the West. Glasnost increased Soviet Union’s 
freedom of press, contact with West, and reduced corruption 

at the top of the Communist Party. 
 The Challenger space shuttle blew up minutes into 
the launch on Jan 28, 1986 in result of a structural fl aw to 
the external fuel tank. All seven crew members were killed 
in the explosion. Mt St Helens top blew off in the eruption of 
1980 in Washington. The ash from the explosion fell over 11 
states and caused multiple large mudslides from the melted 
snow and ice on the mountain to reach down to the Colum-

bia River.
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2000s
 Our country has had many memorable events since 2000 that has changed our country as a whole. 
 One of the biggest events during this that shook our country as a whole was the terrorist attack on 
the World Trade Center on Sep. 11 2001. As many people know, two planes crashed into the Twin Towers, 
another crashed into the Pentagon, and a fourth, believed to be headed to the White House, crashed into a 
fi eld. This left over 3000 citizens dead. 
 Another event that took place in 2001 was the legalization of same sex marriage in the Netherlands. 
This was the fi rst country to allow it. 
 Many events took place in 2003, some of which would be when NASA space shuttle Columbia ex-
plodes while reentering the atmosphere over Texas, leaving all seven of the astronauts aboard dead. The 
war in Iraq began March 19, 2003 with the U.S. bombing Baghdad. Hurricane Katrina destroyed all of New 
Orleans Aug. 29, 2005 leaving thousands dead and destroying everything in its path in Mississippi, Florida, 
and Louisiana, among others. 
 The U.S. made history in 2008, electing our fi rst African American president Barack Obama. 
 In June of 2009, the U.S was faced with a global pandemic known as the H1N1 virus, or Swine Flu. 
It was the fi rst global pandemic we have dealt with since the Hong Kong fl u which occurred in the 1960s.   
 “One of my most memorable moments at Douglas was when Mrs. Reeves was nine months pregnant 
and at soccer practice she was doing ball hops,” said substitute teacher Whitney Spain “She told us we had 
an appointment and rushed off the fi eld. We later found out her water broke while doing ball hops.”

KATELIN CLARK
staff reporter

Dates to Remember
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The 80’s, the decade of neon colors, Rubik’s Cube, 
and the Sony Walkman was also fi lled with political confl ict, 

and other historical events.  
 80’s pop culture was ruled by wild fashion, classic 
toys, and unforgettable movies. Leg warmers, acid wash 
jeans, and big hair were in style. The clunky Sony Walkman 
was the revolutionary, portable music player, and was the 
closest thing the era could come to an iPod. The children 
of the 80’s played the Atari, the advent of home gaming. In 
1985, The Breakfast Club movie was released. Other clas-
sics like E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, and Back to the Future 

came out as well. 
 On Monday, March 30, 1981, Ronald Reagan and 
three others were shot during Reagan’s speech at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel in Washington D.C., 69 days into 
his presidency, by John Hinckley Jr. Nobody was killed, but 
Reagan suffered from a punctured lung and internal bleed-
ing. Reagan took another hit in ‘86 when the Iran Contra 
scandal unfolded on national television. He confi rmed that 
a weapons transfer did occur between the US and Iran, but 
the arms were not traded for American hostages like the 
public believed. No evidence was found that Reagan knew 

the extent of the scandal. 
 During the Cold War, Mikhail Gorbachev became the 
General Secretary of the Soviet Union in 1985. In effort to 
reform the Soviet Union’s falling economy, Gorbachev put 
Perestroika, or restructuring, and Glasnost, or openness, 
into effect, instead of giving more attention to the nuclear 
arms race with the West. Glasnost increased Soviet Union’s 
freedom of press, contact with West, and reduced corruption 

at the top of the Communist Party. 
 The Challenger space shuttle blew up minutes into 
the launch on Jan 28, 1986 in result of a structural fl aw to 
the external fuel tank. All seven crew members were killed 
in the explosion. Mt St Helens top blew off in the eruption of 
1980 in Washington. The ash from the explosion fell over 11 
states and caused multiple large mudslides from the melted 
snow and ice on the mountain to reach down to the Colum-

bia River.

JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO
staff reporter1990s

Ah, the 90s: the decade of our births, a decade 
filled with Grunge music, the OJ Simpson trial, and 
who could forget the infamous impeachment (sort of) 
of President Clinton.

English teacher Toni Ciaccia is one of those 
who can’t forget. She roamed the halls as a student 
at David Douglas High School in the 90s, graduating 
in 99.

Douglas students back in the 90s saw the evo-
lution of the student-constructed DDX electric train 
that ran from the south to the north buildings. It even 
won an international award that then IES teacher 
Mark Haner travelled to Austria to accept. 

“The train was being built and I was excited,” 
Ciaccia said. “I was thinking of all the future students 
who would get to ride it. It makes me kind of sad to 
see grass growing over the tracks now and thinking 
of all the guys who worked on it.”

Ciaccia was a member of the Tams dance 
team that, in the 90s, made the school very proud.

“My senior year, we placed first in state, which 
was the first time any Tams team had placed in like 
20 years. I was reminded of how awesome it felt to 
represent our school when I saw the wrestlers get 
their award the other day.”

Then there was the highly publicized OJ Simp-
son trial that divided many students on campus. The 
infamous football player and occasional actor was ac-
cused of murdering his ex-wife and one of her male 
friends in 1994. The case was televised every day, 
for hours, becoming the most watched court trial.

“I remember that when the verdict came in, 
I was in science class. The teacher allowed us to 
watch it.”

Simpson, as most know, was found not guilty. 
“Everyone was in shock. There was evidence 

that proved his guilt. It was kind of like the Casey 
Anthony case.”

Competing for the public’s attention in the 
1990s was the Monica Lewinsky scandal. Lewinsky 
was an unpaid White House intern for the Secretary 
of State in 1995. According to recorded telephone 
conversations gathered by her supposed friend Linda 
Tripp, Lewinsky and then President Bill Clinton were 
involved in a “romantic relationship.” The scandal 
ended with Clinton’s impeachment for purgery, which 
is often forgotten since the Supreme Court allowed 
him to serve out his second term.

March 30, 1981Assassination attempt on President Reagan 

Aug. 28, 2005
Hurricane Katrina reached peak

 strength



Record year for wrestlers

DANIELLE BROWN
staff reporter

JAZZMEN GRIFFIN
opinions editor

Boys’ swimming places ninth at state 

Wrestlers
place at 
Nationals
       MARGO RUTLEDGE 

sports editor

Junior Phillip L’Esperance swims the 100m fl y during a swim meet, The Boys ended their 
swim season with a ninth place fi nish at state.                                            photo courtesy celtic  yearbook

Two-girl golf team yet to compete

ut
ime

Best Athlete in the World
CHAPMAN

CHERRY

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

The best athlete of 2013: Four 
time Big 12 Defensive Player of the 
Year, three time Big 12 Player of the 
Year, the fi rst NCAA player to score 
2000 points and block 500 shots, 
named the Most Outstanding Player 
of the Final Four, she averaged 
23.6 points and 9 rebounds per 
game during her 2012-2013 season 
with Baylor University, she has a 
wingspan greater than that of the 
76ers’ 7-foot center Andrew Bynum 
and a hand size larger than that of 
the Heat’s own Lebron James who 
just happens to be a 9-time All-star, 
and she wears a men’s size 18 shoe. 
Her name is Brittney Griner and she 
undoubtedly has the physical  build 
and raw talent required for playing in 
the NBA.

While many fans, critics, and 
basketball experts are skeptical 
of allowing a woman to enter the 
NBA, Griner truly is a phenom who 
deserves to be a part of the league 

both for the competition and for the 
pay. 

The maximum wage in the 
WNBA is $95,000, while the 
minimum rookie salary in the NBA 
is over $470,000 and raises to over 
$700,000 during the players second 
year in the league. If Griner is as good 
or better than the worst player in the 
NBA, and she is, then she deserves 
to be paid better than him too.

There is not a doubt that 
Griner is the best athlete alive at the 
moment. She may not be strongest 
and quickest athlete in the world, but 
she is the best at what she does. 

Griner is planning to try out for 
the next NBA season after honing 
her skills in the WNBA over the 
summer. If she is turned down it 
will most defi nitely be because of a 
closed minded group of people, not 
because of her physical inability to 
play, for Griner has what it takes and 
then some.

The Boys’ swim team made 
it through the season with a fi rst 
place win at districts, and then 
ninth at state in which 6 Douglas 
Boys competed.

“The season started off slow 
but as soon as the championship 
meets came around, we let our 
conference know we are the best,” 
said junior Sam Redwine-Hixson.

Of the fi ve MHC dual meets 
they competed in, the boys won 
two, lost two, and tied one. For the 
“All Time Honors Team Record” 
200 Freestyle Relay, junior Lucky 
Le made it with a time of 21.96 
and junior Raymond Miller with 
23.14. Redwine-Hixson received 
a time of 23.02 and senior Leland 
Miller with 22.16. 

The “All Time Top Ten” 50 

Freestyle, Le 
made it to fourth, 
and he also made 
seventh in the 100 
Free. For the Mt. 
Hood Conference 
Championships, 
Douglas placed 
fi fth with 214 for 

boys.
“I felt the season was a 

success,” said swim coach Jim 
Bowe. “From the very beginning 
of the year we made state the 
biggest meet. Although we took 
some tough losses in the dual 
meet season and placed fourth at 
districts, the team kept our end 
goal in mind at the state meet in 
which we placed ninth overall. We 
were the highest placed Mount 
Hood Conference team. The thing 
they learned the most I would say 
was keeping their goal in mind.”

From left to right: Assistant coach Todd Harris, head coach Ron Holyoak, Assis-
tant coach Dale Dorning, and assistant coach Quinn Collet hold the 6A wrestling 
Coach of the Year plaque at the end of state on Feb. 23. 
                    Photo courtesy Mary Brown

It took 47 years, but the 
wrestling team claimed another 
first place state title scoring 126.5 
points at the state tournament on 
Feb. 23 at the Veteran’s Memorial 
Coliseum.

Wrestling ended their year with 
13 guys going to state. Sophomore 
Thomas Ayala and junior Fir Ridge 
student Ricky Molinari both placed 
fifth, senior Jeramiah Baker placed 
third, senior Quincy Clarkson 
placed second, and seniors Vagif 
Afrasov, Ihoghama Odighizuwa, 
and Elijah Taylor all placed first. 
David Douglas had not had multiple 
state placers since 1976. 

Coach Ron Holyoak also won 
Mt. Hood Conference, and OSAA 
coach or the year for the second 
consecutive year. At the all school 
assembly Holyaok announced that 
Douglas is ranked sixth in the 

nation for pins 
with 390 pins, 
and ranked 
seventh in 
the nation for 
take downs 
with 1,549 
takedowns.

T h e 
Scots’ wrestling team went 
undefeated this season with 
an ending record of 28-0. Not 
only did the team do well as 
a whole, but the wrestlers did 
well as individuals. Taylor 
ended his season with a record 
of 50-1, Odighizuwa lost his 
only match at the Resers’ 
tournament by hurting his 
knee forcing him to have an 
injury default, and his end of 
the season record was 42-1. 
Afrasov ended his high school 
wrestling career with a record 
of 48-3, and Baker had a final 
record of 37-5.

“Griner 
truly is a 
phenom...”

“Griner 
truly is a 
phenom...”

Runner’s 
High

Margo Rutledge
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ALICE OCHS
SWIMMING

ELIJAH TAYLOR
WRESTLING

ATHLETES 
OF THE
MONTH

FEBRUARY
MARCH

TESS KUEHL
BASKETBALL

VAGIF AFRASOV
WRESTLING

 The girls’ varsity golf team consisted of two 
players, freshmen Emma Chapman and Toni 
Cherry, not enough to play a full varsity game.
 “At the moment I dont have enough experi-
enced girls for a varsity team,” said coach Tim 
Hurley.
 To play a full varsity game, there must be at 
least five players who can play 18 holes. There 
are currently nine girls playing golf, seven of 
them are on JV, playing nine holes each, as op-
posed to the 18 expected of varsity players. 
 “My hope is that by the time next week 
comes around, we will be having five varsity 
girls play,” said Hurley.

Key Club         
Book Drive

April 1-19   
Please take children’s 

books to your 
English teacher

   Senior 
I h o g h a m a 
Odighizuwa 
placed third 
in the senior 
division of the 
4-day NHSCA 
National High 
School Wres-

tling Championship meet on Sun-
day, April 7 in Virginia Beach.
 Freshman Osawaru Odighi-
zuwa followed with a fourth place 
fi nish in the freshman division of 
the meet.
 The wrestling also sent seven 
others to the meet: Seniors Jeremi-
ah Baker, Elijah Taylor, and Vagif 
Afrasov, junior Brandin Colley, Fir 
Ridge junior Ricky Molinari, and 
Freshman Tristin Molinari.
  

ODIGHIZUUWA

TAYLOR

LE



Boys made it to second round
ALEXA MEDIANO

staff reporter

KAYLEE NOAH
staff reporter

Tams takes eighth 
at state competition

DANIELLE BROWN
staff reporter

           APRIL 10, 2009

The boys 
basket-
ball team 
gets in 
for a 
huddle 
during a 
time out. 
The boys 
finished 
their sea-
son with 
an 11-12 
record, 
and made 
it to the 
second 
round of 
the play-
offs.  

 

Photo cour-
tesy Celtic 
Yearbook

Boys’ golf takes third in tournament

WARD

GABBY KUPFER
opinions editor

Baseball  falls hard to Rams
Sophomore Madison Limon performs her part of the dance  
in the state competition in which the Tams dance team took 
eighth place                                             Photo courtesy Madison Limon

Junior Austin Anderson rounds third during the Scots 14-1 loss to the Central Catholic Rams. The Scots next game is schedule for  Monday, 
April 15 at Gresham.                    Photo courtesy Celtic Yearbook

The boys’ basketball season has 
come to an end with a 44-42 win against 
South Salem in the first round of the 
playoffs, a 53-51 loss to South Ridge 
inn\ the second round.

“One of the most enjoyable things 
about this year’s team is that they were 
playing their best at the end of the 
season,” said Basketball Coach Chad 
Reeves.

One of the highlights this season 
was winning the first round playoff 
game vs. the number six ranked 
West Salem. This year was the boys 
fourteenth straight year making it to 
the playoffs.

“These guys took pride in playing 
faster and working harder than their 
opponents,” said Reeves.

Senior forward Steven Wallace 

received the First Team 
All League Award while 
senior guard Kaeden 
Speer and senior 
forward Sirgio Palmore 
were both awarded  
the Second Team All 
League Award.

The team almost 
made it to the Rose 
Garden, but ended up 
suffering a close two-
point loss to South 
Ridge, 53-51 in the 
second round.

“I was extremely 
proud of the personal 
sacrifices that this 

team made to make the team better, 
and the way they responded to difficult 
situations,” said Reeves, “and that 
really paid off in the second half of our 
season.”

WALLACE

PALMORE

 The boys’ varsity baseball team 
lost 14-1 to the Central Catholic Rams 
on Monday, April 08, 2013 at David 
Douglas.
 Despite a weekend full of rain 
and a cold atmosphere, the game went 
on due to the partly cloudy weather 
that graced the field. Central Catholic 
charged ahead in the first two innings 
in which they scored 10 runs compared 
to the Scots’ one. The Scots decided 
to change pitchers for their turn in 
the second inning and brought senior 

Malik White to the 
pitchers mound. 
Central Catholic 
continued to hit, 
but the Scots played 
good defense, and 
kept the Rams at bay. 
Repeatedly, central 
Catholic would 
load the bases with 

two strikes, only to strike out with 
a pop-fly. Junior Zack Reifenrath hit 
a grounder between shortstop and 
third base and senior Tyson Walker 
hit a grounder between shortstop and 
second base. 

WALKER

 Walker caught a pop fly in the 
fourth inning, and with it the Rams 
quickly struck out.  Junior Rigo Ruiz 
hit a grounder straight past second 
base, but the Scots struck out before 
any points could be scored. The Rams 
scored four more runs in the last three 
innings, the game coming to an end 
1-14. 
 “We fell behind early and lost 
a little fire, got flat at them middle 
innings, and didn’t come out with the 
intensity we needed,” said Head Coach 
Ryan Miller.
 This is Miller’s first year coaching 
at David Douglas. 

 The Tams’ dance team participated in their state 
competition taking eighth place at the Memorial 
Coliseum on March 7. 
 The routine lasted about five minutes long and 
they danced to the Avertt Brothers. Their routine 
also entitled “road full of promise”. 
 “The kids did a wonderful job and it was very 
impressive,” said Kristina Newcomb the head coach. 
“It was a great year, one of my most memorable. 
When the going got tough the team stuck together as 
a family.”
 They competed in the fall in hip-hop and mod-
ern at Reynolds and Ckackamas high school. State 
was danced to a Modern Routine. Placing first was 
Clackamas, second Canby, third Parkrose, fourth 
West Linn, fifth Grant, sixth Glencoe, seventh Or-
egon City, eighth  David Douglas, ninth Reynolds, 
tenth Madison, and eleventh Sandy. 
 “You have to love dancing to stick to it,” said 
sophomore Lili Drumheller. “It gives you nothing 
back, no manuscripts to store away, no paintings to 
show on walls and maybe hang in museums, no po-
ems to be printed and sold, nothing but that single 
fleeting moment when you feel alive. I found that 
quote and it made me think about the passion and 
love our team has. I’ve never felt so alive before.”
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The boys’ golf team placed fourth 
in the tournament at Glendoveer on 
April 3.
 Similar to last year, the golfers 
have had to contend with the wet, 
spring weather, including soft 
fairways, soft greens and bunker sand 
on the greens. 
 “The greens were extremely tough 
to read because there was a lot of sand 
on them” said senior Geoff Strong, 
“It was just a tough day to putt. Only 

thing you can do on 
those days is your 
best and you just 
have to forget about 
the rest.”
 While dealing with 
the weather, Strong 
shot 83, junior 
Dustin Keller shot 

83, Portland Christian junior Matt 
Stenhouse, who also competes  on 
the Douglas team due to the lack of 
a golf program at his school, shot 81 
while junior Mason Speer and senior 
Austin Hills shot 89 and 90. 

 The Scots placed fourth, following 
closely behind third place. They 
played against six other teams in the 
6A-2 Mt. Hood Conference, leaving 
them behind the Barlow Bruins, the 
Centennial Eagles, and the Central 
Catholic Rams. Douglas placed ahead 
of the Gresham High School Gophers 
and the Reynolds Raiders.
 “The greens were rough putting 
due to the recent plug and sanding.” 
said Hills, “It didn’t seem to affect our 
teams play too much. The rest of our 
season depends on whether or not we 
get out of our own way.”



Girls’ swimming closes at fifth in districts

CAMEREN LEE
staff reporter
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KAYLEE NOAH
staff reporter

Track and field places at Laker Classic Invitational
Senior Janessa Dyk, who swam for DDHS all four years and competed at state, was one of the 
leaders of the swim team this past season.                    Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

MEDINA CERIC
staff reporter

Softball defeats Eagles, 6-2

Junior Kylan 
Carlson 

warms up 
to practice 

fot the Laker 
Classic 

Invitational 
held at Lake 

Oswego 
high school 

on April 5.  

Photo by Kaylee 
Noah

Sophomore Tiara Langshaw bunts a single during the softball team’s 
April 8 home game against Centennial.                Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

Boys’ tennis loses to Barlow
KAYLEE NOAH

staff reporter

 The girl’s swim team has not 
suffered this season but has instead 
come through on top with yet another 
undefeated season for 2012-13. 
 This season comes the end of the 
Scots fifth undefeated season. 
 The girls came in first at the 
district meet and 11th at state, leaving 
high expectations for next years swim 
team.
 “The girls swim team was really 
proud of being the highest placed team 
from the Mt. Hood Conference at the 
state meet.” said coach Jim Bowe.
 The girls came out on top, concluding 
the season with six undefeated matches 
for the dual meet standards, and scored 
the highest amount of points out of 
other competing Mt. Hood Conference 
schools. St. Mary’s Academy came 
second, and Gresham high school 
placed third.
 “The season was amazing and all 

of our goals were met.” 
said sophomore Lindsay 
Carson, “The team goal 
of winning districts was 
achieved and not only 
did our times improve, 
but we became closer as 
a team while supporting 
each other throughout 
the season.”
 David Douglas also 
took first place in the 
district meet standings 
for their fifth straight 
season, finishing with 
a district score of 487, 
and 18 total points for 
districts. 

 The team earned a total of 30 
points.
 “This team will be remembered   
for tremendous leadership.” said Bowe, 
“Our group of senior girls, led by our 
team captains, Alice Ochs and Janessa 
Dyk, did a great job making the girls 
swim team feel like a true team.”

 The Scots competed in the Laker 
Classic Invitational at Lake Oswego High 
School on April 5.
 The event brought the entire Mt. 
Hood Conference together, as well as 
three teams from Portland Public: Benson, 
Crescent Valley, and Sherwood. 
 In the mens’ 100 meter, senior 
Dmitriy Vakulchik placed third with 11:04, 
and fellow senior Anthony Tsopko placed 
with a time of 12:00. 
 In the 200 meter, sophomore 
Tommy Ngo reached seventeenth. In the 
400 meter relay split, seniors Vakulchik 
and Phillip Kelso, junior Nick Showalter, 
and sophomore Joshua Kellebrew placed 
fourth at 51.8, 55.18, 54.2, and 50.9. 
 In the 800 meter, Kellebrew 
achieved first place in 1:56:11, and 
sophomore Ahmed Abdul reached eleventh 
in 2:07:04. 
 In the 110 meter hurdles, 

sophomore Stanford Toloke came in sixth, 
and in the 300 meter hurdles, sophomore 
Shakur Gross placed fourth. 
 In the shot put, senior Samson 
Ekubam was ranked first, and junior 
Bryson Dizon was fourth place. Ekubam 
also placed first in the javelin. Senior Nate 
Tran was seventh in the discus.
 In womens’ 100 meter, senior 
Mercede Johnson ran to fifth, and also 
placed sixth in the 200 meter. Freshman 
Nancy Pelayo attained eighth place in the 
800 meter, sophomore Brynne Merkley 
achieved sixth in the 1500 meter, and 
freshman Kennedy Allen placed first in the 
3000 meter. 
 Senior Janessa Dyk reached the 
top three in the 300 meter hurdles and also 
attained third in the long jump. 
 In the high jump, senior Arielle 
Stuart came in fifth through a six-way tie, 
and was also ranked seventh in the javelin. 
Senior Isleidy Sanchez placed tenth place in 
discus, and sophomore. Senior McKenzie 
Engelgau was 14th in shot put.  

The softball team held a lead throughout 
the April 8 home game, defeating the 
Centennial Eagles 6-2. 

Senior shortstop Paige Martin and 
sophomore infield and catcher Tiara 
Langshaw both had runs in the third inning 
putting the Scots on the board. Also there 
were two doubles in the third inning by 
freshman infield Genna Schoen and senior 
infield Tess Kuehl. 

In the fifth inning Schoen had a run 
bringing the score up to 3-2 for the Scots. 
Kuehl also had a triple. It was a close inning 
with the Scots leading only up by one. 

The sixth inning there were three runs, 
two singles, a double, and a triple. Freshman 
outfielder Josie Taylor scored the first run 
followed by sophomore outfield and pitcher 
Emily Sofich and lastly a run by junior 
outfielder Kaela Davison. Langshaw made 
the first single. Senior pitcher and infielder 
Kristen Lafontaine made the second single. 
Schoen made a triple, which was shortly 
followed by Keuhl’s double. 

The scots are 2-0 in league defeating 
both Barlow and Centennial so far.

DYK

The boy’s tennis team lost 
on April 3 against the Barlow 
Bruins.

In the singles junior Vi 
Luong lost 6-0 in the first round, 
and in the second round, 6-2. 
Junior Anh Tran lost 0-6 and 
2-6 in the second round. While 
senior James Troung made a 
close call but lost 4-6 and then 
5-7. Sophomore Hunter Davis 
won 6-0 and 7-5, concluding 
the singles division.

“The Douglas varsity team 
is all first year team members 
this season, but at a young age 
we could develop into a better 
team and finally win more 
matches, besides this one.” 
said sophomore Frankie Cao. 
“Because all of our players 
aren’t seniors, our team will 
only get stronger throughout 
next season.”

In the doubles, sophomore 

Kevin Pham and Cao lost 
against the Bruins 4-6 
and then 1-6 in the second 
round. Freshman Bao Duong 
and junior Ryan Becker lost 
4-6 and the 2-6. Sophomore 
Toni Hrvic and sophomore 
O’Shae Harris lost 2-6 in 
both the first and second 
rounds. 

To conclude the doubles, 
junior Andrew Van and 
sophomore Danny Nguyen 
lost 4-6 in the first round, 
which was a close call, and 
0-6 in the second round, 
concluding the match as 
Douglas losing 1-7 against 
Barlow.
 “We are a very young 
team but they are working 
as hard as any team I have 
coached to get better every 
day,” said tennis coach Brad 
Joy. “There is no substitute 
for hard work and these kids 
are certainly putting in the 
work.”

OCHS
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Seniors Emily Muller and Choenyi Shalung, and sophomores Eva Wong, 
and Karen Bui end cometition in an extionsion.      Photo courtesy David Douglas Cheer

TAYLOR GARCIA
staff reporter

Senior Brenda Van practices with the rest of the girls tennis team perfecting her swing on March 
27.                                                                           Photo by Gabby Kupfer

Girls’ tennis loses to Barlow at home, 5-3

RACHEL MCKAY
staff reporter

Cheerleaders end season on high note

Basketball coach fi red after abusing team

Girls’ basketball still building“I’m all for second 
chances but Rice 

did not deserve his 
warning back in 

December.”

 From
Sidelines

Dani Jones

at a
MHC

.

GLANCE

RECORDS

PRISCILLA JOHANSEN
SOFTBALL

BRANDON FEROBEN 
BASEBALL

BASEBALL  N/A 
SOFTBALL  N/A      
B. TENNIS  N/A
G. TENNIS  N/A
TRACK & FIELD  N/A
B. GOLF  N/A
G. GOLF  N/A

BASEBALL:          SOFTBALL:      
1. N/A 1. N/A
2. N/A 2. N/A
3. N/A 3. N/A      
                         
B. TENNIS:        G. TENNIS:
1. N/A 1. N/A
2. N/A 2. N/A 
3. N/A 3. N/A 

TRACK & FIELD: B. GOLF:
1. N/A 1. N/A
2. N/A 2. N/A
3. N/A                   3. N/A

G. GOLF:
1. N/A
2. N/A
3. N/A
   

HIGHLANDER’S
PLAYERS
OF THE
MONTH

JV 

The Scots finished off their 
season with a record of 7-16.

The team defeated Jefferson 
with a 47-39 on Dec. 4. The girls 
were down in the first quarter by 
two points, but with strong de-
fense came out on top at halftime 
with a seven-point lead.

Five-foot-three freshman 
guard Sydni Dalton had a total of 
eight points. Also, six-foot-three 
freshman center Gennah Schoen 
and five-foot-eight junior for-
ward and center Katherine Pho-
nasa had nine rebounds each.

In their first match against 
Barlow on Jan. 15, the team suf-
fered a tough 54-53 loss. The 
girls played hard, but fell short 
to Barlow’s defense.

The team were also unlucky 
on Feb. 1, losing 81-21 to Central 
Catholic. Central Catholic forced 
42 turnovers during that game. 
Dalton scored eight total points 
that game.

Senior Night was a success. 
On Feb. 12 the Scots dominated 

Barlow, the first 
time this season.
The team recov-
ered from their 
initial loss and 
came back for a  
49-43 in.

F i v e - f o o t - 
eight senior guard 
and forward Mer-
c e d e  J o h n s o n 
had a total of 18 
points scored at 
Senior Night.

A highlight of 
the season was 
a  4 6 - 4 5  o v e r-
time win against 

Gresham on Jan. 14. After about 
a minute into overtime, 5-foot-6 
forward Casha Bynum scored 
two points, then 5-foot-10 cen-
ter Tessa Kuehl made two free 
throws, running the score to 44-
40. Gresham made a jump shot, 
and with 6 seconds remaining 
Dalton made two free throws. 
Gresham made a last attempt to 
tie the score with a buzzer-beat-
ing 3-pointer. This left the game 
46-45, Scots victorious.

Although not every cheerleader 
gets along, both junior varsity and 
varsity still work hard to make it 
their best.

“We are one big family and did 
our best to stay that way all season,” 
said cheerleading coach Amber 
Cowgill.

Varsity worked hard and had the 
best attendance record at practices 
compared to prior David Douglas 
cheer seasons in the last four years. 
The team was constantly practicing 
to perfect every routine. 

During the state competition 
the cheerleaders had one fall but got 
right back up.

“I’m defi nitely going to miss 
the team aspect,” said varsity cheer-
leader Erin Jones. “I’ve been with 
some of these girls for four years 
and they have really become more 

of a family than a 
team. My favorite 
memories are def-
initely cheering at 
the Rose Garden, 
those games were 
once in a lifetime 
opportunities and 
I’m glad I was 

part of that. I wish the team all the 
best in the upcoming years. They 
have a lot of talent coming from the 
younger girls, and I know they will 
do great.”

Varsity also made the Dairy 
Farmers Academic list through Or-
egon School Activities Association 
(OSAA) for having a combined 
GPA of 3.0 or higher. After a strong 
season for the cheerleaders, varsity 
worked hard to make it to fourth 
place in state.

“I am so proud of how smart 
and talented this group is,” said 
Cowgill.

MEDINA CERIC
staff reporter

 Rugters University mens bas-
ketball coach Mike Rice Jr. was 
fi nally fi red for not changing his  
behavior, after a warning.
 Rice was caught on camera 
back in December 2012 physical-
ly and verbally abusing his team 
during practice. To little effect, his 
punishment was a $50,000 fi ne 
and a three game suspension. 
 Entertainment and Sports 
Programming Network (ESPN) 
aired video of Rice abusing his 
team during 2010 and 2012 prac-
tices. By abusing I mean yelling 
gay slurs, throwing basketballs, 
and grabbing individuals by their 
jerseys. 
 Some of the early footage of 
Rice abusing his team was from 
2010, three years ago, and noth-
ing said about it. 
 I’m all for second chances, 
but Rice did not deserve his warn-
ing back in December.

 Besides the fact that the 
abuse to the Rugters’ team had 
not been a recent problem, it’s 
disgusting that a grown adult 
would stoop to calling his players 
names, throwing basketballs at 
individual players, and grabbing 
players by their jerseys to get a 
point across. It’s as simple as us-
ing your words.
 Of course Rice is apologetic, 
but he has proved that in the heat 
of the moment he resorts back to 
immature name-calling and vio-
lent pushing and shoving of his 
players.
 Never will calling someone 
a condesending name be ac-
ceptable, and in the instance its 
especially inappropriate because 
Rugters University is the school-
Tyler Clementi was attending 
when he committed suicide in 
2010 after his roommate fi lmed 
him with another man.

JONES
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   The girls’ tennis team lost at home 
5-3 to Barlow on April 3.
   The first match for single players 
was played by junior Lisa Huynh and 
H. Swarzenberg of Barlow. Swarzen-
berg won 3-6 and 0-6, Second indi-
vidual player was senior Brenda Van 
and K. Kissir of Barlow, where Barlow 
won 2-6, and 0-6. The third singles 
match was played and won by sopho-
more Antonina Pavlenko and E. Bates 
of Barlow. Pavlenko won that match. 
The final singles match was played 
by  Christina Johnson and O. Spaid of 
Barlow. Johnson won the match with 

scores of 0-6, 7-5, and 10-8.
 Double team results included Barlow winning 
three matches. Barlow won with 1-6 against sophomore 
Vanessa Supa and sophomore Stephanie Huynh. Junior 
Melissa Lei won a match 7-4 for Douglas.  
 Girls tennis continued to play against Centennial 
on April 9. The next home game will be against at 
St.Mary’s held at Douglas on April 12.

DALTON

SCHOEN
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Teen crime rate on the rise
RIKKA GUSTEY & HOLLY HIBDON 

cub reporters

Missing youths increase
HAOUA DOGO & DEANASHA WILLIAMS

cub reporters

Gang activity
still present 
in district

HUNTER DIZON & JIMMY LIEU
cub reporters

   
  Theft, sexual harassment, 
illegal drug handling, and vandalism 
are rising on the national charts as 
the most common crimes committed 
by high school students, including 
criminal relationships between 
teachers and students.
 Theft of personal belongings and 
school property has become a common 
problem in schools across the nation. 
Theater teacher Judy LeCoq revealed 
that valuable equipment such as stage 
props have been stolen from the PAC. 
To prevent theft of instruments and 
personal property, band directors Tom 
and Jennifer Muller do not allow non-
band students in the band room, no 
exceptions. This rule has prevented 
theft for four years.
 According to Portland Police 
officer Steve Morinville, the main 
reasons for theft are deprivation or 
that the thief needs the money for 
illegal purposes. 
 Automotives teacher Amanda 
Burns is also taking measures to 
prevent theft. She only allows 
students that she is familiar with, and 
are trustworthy, to handle valuable 
equipment. Tools usually go missing 
in the summer when faculty members 
with keys borrow tools and do not 
return them. 
 Another way the department 
avoids theft of expensive car parts 
and other valuables is taking them out 
of the cars before leaving them out. 
This includes radios, batteries, and 

committed in American high schools. 
Triton Regional High School in 
Runnemede, New Jersey had an illegal 
sex scandal between an underaged 
female senior and three male teachers 
along with the principal and former 
assistant principal. Another sexual 
crime committed involved a 15 year 
old female student at Byron Center 
School who was sexting 41 year old 
math teacher Glenn Robert Davis. All 
the sexting led to them eventually 
having a physical relationship and 
Davis being arrested on first-degree 

criminal sexual 
misconduct.
 Gun violence is 
another type of 
crime reported at 
high schools. After 
the Clackamas Town 
Center and Sandy 
Hook Elementary 
shootings, teenagers 
want to be protected 
so they tend to turn 
to weapons. The 
number of arrests due 

to firearms at Portland high schools 
ranges from eight to 10 students a 
year. There have not been any recent 
gun crimes in the David Douglas 
District. Oregon high schools also 
have a rule that when a student is 
caught with a knife, it often results 
in expulsion, depending on the 
excuse.
 “Overall, this school is a great 
school compared to others,” said 
Stroh.”Our staff do a good job of 
protecting our campus.” 

       
 In the United States about 2,300 children go missing 
on a daily basis, and teens are exposed to human 
trafficking within 24 hours, which means the missing 
teens rate was 150,000 in 1980, less than the 900,000 
rate it is now.

The number of missing person reports has risen six 
fold in the last 25 years. Four of 10 missing teens are 
white, three of 10 are black, and two of 10 are Hispanics/
Latinos.

Only 100 missing person reports fit the 
profile of a stranger. Most abducted teens 
are familiar with their abductor. Ninety 
percent of abductors are men who usually 
have sex with the abducted.”   
“Teens are more capable of taking care of 
themselves, children under 12 are more 
at risk and the strategies to find them are 
more intense,” said Portland police officer 
Del Stroh.      

One-third of all missing teens will 
end up in the streets lured to prostitution 
within 48 hours. The reason why Oregon 
has a human trafficking problem is because 
of the city’s proximity to interstates five 
and 84, and the Columbia and Willamette 
River, which attract traffickers. Portland 
is considered one of the centers for 
trafficking. About 300,000, American 
Youth are trafficked for sexual exploitation 
every year.   

The United States has started programs 
that will make finding missing teens faster. 
An example of this is an Amber Alert. The 
Amber Alert was created after Amber Hagerman who 
was abducted and killed in Texas in 1996. An Amber 
Alert is an emergency response system that disseminates 
information about a missing person (usually a child), 
by media broadcasting or electronic roadway signs. An 
Amber alert is a voluntary partnership between the law 

and broadcasters in all 50 states. 
Another program is the Wireless Emergencies Alert 

(WEA). Through this program Americans receive free 
automatic notifications about abducted children in the 
area.

In the Missing Persons case of Yashanee Vaughn 
in 2011, the 14-year old girl went missing and was 
later found out killed by Parrish Bennette at his home 
in N.E. Portland, also the case of Kyron Horman who 
went missing in 2010. Kyron Horman was not found and 
neither was his body. Police officers are still working the 
case, but it has gone cold.

Missing teen cases are usually 
classified as runaways, abductions, or 
murders. In certain cases, the children 
who are missing are sexually assaulted 
and left for dead.

When missing teens go missing on 
purpose they are usually at a friends 
house or a significant others’ place. The 
strategies that police officials use to find 
missing teens depend on age.

When children under 12 go missing 
police officials usually search a relative’s 
house first, then they go door to door 
looking for the missing child. There are 
not many cases in Portland that involve 
missing teens so the Portland Police do 
not have much ideas on what to do on the 
missing teen case. 

Alaska holds the top place for missing 
people reports followed by Texas and 
Florida. Alaska is known as “Land of the 
Lost.” Alaska has the highest rate of people 
who stay missing. There are about 1,100 
people still lost in Alaska. Five of 1000 

people go missing per year in Alaska, two times as much 
as the national rate. About 3,323 people get lost in a year. 
Florida ranks third with 62,000 people missing in 2007. 
 “In its rugged, lonely vastness, there are so many ways 
and places for people to disappear, so many reasons the 
missing are never found,” stated the LA Times. 
 

One hundred percent of cities with a 250,000 plus 
population report gang activity, and 37 percent of gang 
members are under 18, including the David Douglas 
community.     

Gang violence is also costing America an 
estimated $655 billion a year.  According to the NGIC 
and NDIC 2010 National Drug Survey and the US 
Population Census, there is an estimated zero to two 
gang members per 1,000 people in Oregon, six or more 
gang members per 1000 people in California, and four 
to six gang members out of 1000 people in Washington. 
According to FBI.Gov, there are approximately 33,000 
street gangs and 1.4 million active gang members in the 
country. Throughout the 2011 year, there were a total of 
24 gang related crimes in Portland. 

Gangs expose community members to acts of 
violence and emotionally-devastating deaths. Gang 
violence annihilates city resources based on the 
amount of uncooperative gang members and crime 
witnesses. Gang violence drops the property value 
of nearby homes and buildings. Gangs strike fear 
into the community with their ominous reputations. 
According to NationalGangCenter.Gov, gangs tend 
to cluster in socially and economically disadvantaged 
neighborhoods. Generally, gangs start in schools, with 
the gangs made up of teens ages 12 through 14, and they 
expose the members to drugs and violence.   
Reported by KGW.Com, Ron Russell eighth grader 
Julio Marquez, the youngest victim of a gang crime, 
was killed on a shortcut on his way home from school. 
Marquez, under the Facebook alias “Ese Stoner,” would 
rant about his Surenos Gang affiliation and drug use. “I 
love gang bangin violence!” Marquez posted

On the eve of his death, Marquez posted that he 
had fun trying to find someone, but “their [expletive 
removed] lucky they were hiding!” 

Marquez attended Rosi Hinton School, an Oregon 
alternative education school where he was sent after 
assaulting another student at Ron Russell. 

“Of course, I’m very, very sad,” Marquez’s mother 
Diana Baxter said in a OregonLive.com interview. “I’m 
barely functioning. I’m overwhelmed. All I want to do 
is see my son.” 

For the David Douglas District, gang crimes have 
been almost non-existent. In the 2013 school year, there 
have been no student reported gang crimes. 

“Gang activity sucks up the school’s resources,” 
said principal John Bier. “Gang activity is very 
uncommon, though, most is graffiti, which we clean or 
paint over.” 

“I’m very passionate about an education,” said Bier. 
“I think the best way out of a gang is an education.”

“Our school is lacking resources,” said varsity 
cross country runner and Student Council member 
Kylan Carlson. “When fundraising is required for a 
sports team of more than 100 people, there’s an obvious 
budget issue.” 

Athletes at the school are all participating in 
fundraising opportunities to pay for new equipment, 
since the school is at a resource low.

“Douglas has never been an economically-stable 
school, but the constant graffiti clean up probably isn’t 
helping our budget.” Stated former Student Council 
member Aaron Dennehy stated

“There’s gang activities in this school, but [they 
keep it out of] the school,” said David Douglas security 
guard Wayne Snoderly. “There are gang members at 
this school, and they participate in gang activities. It’s 
not a huge factor, because the gang members do not 
involve their gang activities with this school, but in any 
case for a gang crime, the police would be immediately 
contacted, and the area would be secured until a solution 
is found.”

“There’s no reason to panic about gang crimes, 
because life-threatening gang crimes are unlikely to 
happen in the district,” said Bier. “There’s a zero-
tolerance rule for gang violence in any part of the 
school.” 

a variety of personal items. A recent 
crime that has happened involving the 
automotives department was when a 
student broke in by cutting a whole 
in the fence and siphoned gas from a 
school bus. Cameras and lights were 
present during the crime scene, and 
the guilty student was identified. A 
picture scanner was also stolen from 
Burns’ office, but the thief was never 
identified. Keeping valuables locked 
up and secure is now Burns’ top 
priority.  There has not been 
many illegal drug handling incidents 
at David Douglas, but 
at many American high 
schools it is becoming 
a growing problem. 
Marijuana is the most 
common drug handled 
by young adults.
 “After marijuana, 
teens tend to search 
for a stronger high, 
placing their life in 
danger as they turn to 
prescription drugs, and 
the most dangerous 
drug, heroin,” said Morinville.
  A recent study by the National 
Center for Educational Safety (NCES) 
proved that 17 percent of high school 
students handle illegal substances 
during the school day. 
 “At the high school level, kids 
tend to experiment with dangerous 
things,” said Portland Police officer 
Del Stroh. “This often results in jail 
time or death.”
 Sexual relationships between 
teachers and students are also crimes 

“At the high 
school level, 
kids tend 
to experiment 
with 
dangerous 
things.”

“In its rugged, 
lonely vast-
ness, there are 
so many ways 
an places for 
people to 
disappear, 
so many 
reasons the 
missing are 
never found.”
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Gun control laws hotly debated
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Millions of
teens run 
away annually
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Fifty more campus cameras purchased
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Support available for teen moms
 Over 820,000 teens become pregnant in the U.S. each year.
 The U.S. has the highest rate of teen pregnant girls, twice the number 
of Canada and England, and seven times the Netherlands. Eighteen 
percent are African-American, 14 percent Hispanic, and 10 percent 
Caucasian. Oregon alone in 1988 had a birth rate of 105 per 1,000 teen 
girls ages 15-19. In 2008, the rate dropped to 60.
 “There are obviously teen pregnancies in the David Douglas School 
District,” said nurse Nancy Miller. “We have a lot of support systems in 
place for teen parents. I would like to help prevent teen pregnancies.” 
 According to The World of Health’s article on adolescent pregnancy, 
some girls feel pressure to have sex from peers, and sexual messages from 
media. Most teen moms are more likely to get pregnant again within the 
first two years of her first child. Teen moms usually go through more 
stress, depression, poor family and friend relationships, and have lower 
self-esteem. Babies coming from teen moms could possibly come out to 
be a premature baby, underweight, have cognitive issues, or even dead.
 Some teen moms are so overwhelmed they don’t attend college 
or finish high school. DDHS has a daycare center that provides healthy 
feeding facts for children, age appropriate activities between parent and 
child, and help teens plan for the future if needed.
 Journalist Katheleen Kingsbury wrote a story in Times magazine 

about a female group actually making a pact to become pregnant. 
Gloucester, MA teens visited the high school clinic for pregnancy 
tests and expressed excitement when it came back positive.   
 “Gloucester is a very, very catholic town,” stated Kingsbury.
 “Teen pregnancies are amazing,” said DDHS junior Allison 
Grover. “There’s nothing wrong with it as long as you can provide for 
them and have a safe place for them to live.”
 Twenty-eight percent of African-American teens, 45 percent of 
whites, and 63 percent of Hispanic teens plan their pregnancies, with 
or without the baby’s father. Moms who plan their pregnancies are 
usually financially stable, have their lives planned out, and can take 
care of the baby. 
 The Women, Infants, and Children Organization (WIC) is also 
a  reliable source of help for women who are pregnant and needs 
support after childbirth. WIC provides free healthy foods during 
pregnancy. After childbirth, if the mother is not breastfeeding, they 
help with formula, and provide healthy foods if the mother is.
  “We support the moms with whatever decisions they make.” 
said clinic staff. “The health clinic has resources for the moms if they 
need it.” 
 The clinic offers help after pregnancies, such as health care, 
counseling, and provide resources for access to food and housing. 
They do not offer prenatal care but link the mom to a facility that can 
give the mother what’s needed. 

KENZIE BLACKBURN & ISABELLE SMITH 
cub reporters

  The National Runaway Safeline’s website, 
a safe place for runaway teens and their families, 
stated that between 1.6 to 2.8 million teens 
runaway each year.

Runaway teens are known to dumpster 
dive, beg, and sell drugs. Eighty percent steal 
while living on the street and 33 percent are 
assaulted. Some turn to prostitution, and 26 
percent attempt suicide. 

 Half of the teenagers who run away return  
home within one to three days. 
 These teenagers usually stay with a friend 
or relative. Twenty percent return within four 
to seven days, but five percent stay away 
from home longer than six months. Thirty-
nine percent of the homeless population are 
teenagers. 

“I think we need to provide more services 
to teens in downtown,” said guidance counselor 
Denise Reisenman.

While most runaways have a place to stay, 
12 percent have nowhere to go. They end up 
sleeping on the street; under a bridge, or on a 
park bench. Many teens die each year on the 
street, 5,000 from illness, assault, or suicide. 

Teens often run away from the horrible 
conditions at homes. Thirty-four percent of teens 
reported sexual abuse before they ran away. 
Forty-three percent reported being physically 
abused. The top two reasons why teens runaway 
are family issues and peer pressure. Over half of 
runaways said that parents told them to leave or 
that their parents didn’t care if they left.  
 Running away impacts a teen’s mental and 
physical health. Dosomthing.org reports that a 
poor diet can lead to illness and health disorders 
like diabetes. Depression and anxiety disorders 
are a risk to teens while out in the streets.

Gay teens are at an even higher risk to 
runaway than normal teens: 43 percent of 
homeless teens are LGBT. Twenty-six percent 
of LGBT are forced to leave home. Twenty-
seven percent of males are forced to leave home 
because they are gay. Girls are also at a high risk 
to runaway: 75 percent of runaways are teen 
girls.  

 A previous Highlander story stated that 1.2 
million children are trafficked each year. Teens 
often are caught in sex trafficking while on the 
streets.  The average victim can be forced to 
have sex up to 40 times a day. Dosomething.org 
also reports that many teens willingly participate 
in “survival sex,” which is the trade of sex for 
food, water, shelter, or illegal substances to feed 
their addictions. Runaways are also at a higher 
risk to contract AIDS, HIV and other STDs as 
compared to other teens. 

Also previously reported in The 
Highlander, the niece of bookroom attendant 
Renee Raglione was coerced into driving to 
Seattle with two older men. Brianna did not 
know the mens’ intentions. 18-years-old at the 
time, she drove her dad’s car to Seattle. The two 
men got her a job as a stripper and started to 
take away her freedoms. They slowly tried to 
persuade her into the world of sex trafficking. 
 Her family had saved her before it was 
too late. She had to returned her dad’s car and 
asked a friend if he could give her a ride back 
to Seattle. Brianna’s friend told her family and 
they met her. 
 In the fall of 2012, Brianna testified in the 
Washington Senate as well as Washington D.C. 
 “I know that a lot of teen runaways 
get tricked into this, how guys can be very 
manipulative.” said Raglione.
 Today Brianna is very cautious about 
meeting strangers. Her sense of family has 
become very important She works at the 
organization “Shared Hope” and is a well-
known speaker in her community.

Continuous thefts and break-ins have 
forced the district administration to install 50 
more security cameras around campus, storing 
hundreds of hours of footage in the district 
office that can be accessed by administrators 
and security at any time.

Thirty crimes have been captured in the 
four years that the 25 current cameras have 
been operating, and although some might 
complain the cameras are an invasion of 
privacy, only those caught committing illegal 
acts have complained about the cameras.

The 25 existing cameras are all on the 
exterior of the buildings. By the end of the 
school year, the 50 additional cameras will 
cover the interior of the buildings. The work 
of installing the new cameras will run through 
April,  according to assistant principal Mark 
Haner. All cameras will be installed by the end 
of May. 

The first cameras were bought with 
general district fund money. The new cameras 
are being purchased with money that came 
from the bond that passed last spring. 

Haner is reluctant to say where the 
cameras will be located, only stating they 
will be on campus. Most existing cameras are 
focused on the parking lots, cutting down on 
car break-ins, a major problem in the past. The 
school has also been suffering many thefts 
inside campus, and the 50 new cameras will 
undoubtedly cut down on these. Eventually, 
every district school will have cameras. The 
final three schools to install cameras are Ron 
Russel Middle School, Fir Ridge alternative 
school, and the high school.

Special software will be needed to view 
the footage, which is only viewed when there 
is reason to believe an incident has happened. 
Identifying criminals isn’t as hard as it may 
seem. 

“Between us and administration, we 
know just about every student on campus,” 
said security head Wayne Snodderly. “If we 
don’t recognize them, we ask students who 
may know.”  

Security also looks through pictures 
from past years. When potential criminals 
are caught on camera, they have no way of 
denying it was them. The cameras are high-
quality, and they work as well at night as they 

do during the day. 
“It is pretty cut and dry,” said Haner.
When caught, perpetrators are 

called down to security.  Punishments are 
administered as necessary, whether it be 
detentions, referalls, or suspensions. Portland 
Police may become involved depending on 
the severity of the crime. 

The cameras require little to no 
maintenance. During the winter, wind 
might move them a little, so they have to be 
realigned.

The cameras were not meant to be 
concealed, but placed so that students know 
they are there. Administration and security 
do not want to catch students engaging in 
illegal activity, but want to prevent students 
from breaking the law by making them 
aware they are being recorded.

According to technology and assessment 
director Derek Edens, the cameras are Sony 
Pixel cameras. The indoor cameras will be 
a different model, a special dome-shaped 
version. 

“We are just picking up where we 
left off,” said Edens. “Student safety is the  
driving factor behind this [project].”

 President Barack Obama announced on Jan.16,  23 executive actions 
to better regulate background checks for potential firearm customers in 
the U.S.,  just over a month after Connecticut’s Sandy Hook elementary 
shootings, which resulted in the death of 20 kindergartners and six 
adults.

 According to Obama’s Twitter page, 80 percent of inmates 
who used guns acquired them through private transactions that didn’t 
require a background check. One of the executive actions requests a 
letter be published from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives to federally licensed gun dealers, providing guidance on how 
to run background checks for private sellers, which can also help stop 
underground arms dealers from obtaining weapons.
    In response to Connecticut’s Sandy Hook Elementary shooting, the 
NRA called for “police in every school, not additional legislation.” Gun 
control is one of the more controversial issues in recent legislation, due 
to the highly debated Second Amendment.
    Legislation on gun control in other countries, such as Great Britain, 
is stricter. Britain outlawed handguns in 1997 after a man broke into a 
school killing 16 children. The United States has not passed any new 
legislation on gun control since 1994.
   Since the Sandy Hook shooting on Dec.14, 2012, more than 1,280 
Americans have died in gun related incidents. Although gun activists see 
firearm regulation as an infringement of rights, others see it as a way to 
protect themselves. Opposition on both sides of the issue is nearly equal, 
making matters difficult for Congress. To complicate the issue further 
some states are choosing not to support future gun laws. Oregon sheriff 
Tim Mueller stated that he will not enforce any federal regulation that 

President Obama presents. Also, the more state lawmakers dispute 
over firearm regulation, the better firearms sell. In Pikesville, MD, for 
instance, gun sales have risen drastically. In the past three and a half 
months, gun stores have seen sales that have rivaled entire year’s sales 
totals. Police have been charged with the task of running 17 different 
background checks on thousands of firearm purchases, stated ABC 
news. Gun control activists are calling for better background checks 
on potential gun buyers, if not an outright ban on handguns.
 Guns took the lives of more than 31,076 Americans in 2010, yet 
it is easier to obtain purchase a firearm than it is to obtain a driver’s 
license, which requires a permit, proof of identity, proof of age, an 
application, a written test, a vision exam, and a practical exam. In 
order to obtain a gun, a buyer need only wait for a mandatory waiting 
period, and not be a convicted felon. In Iowa, it is easier to sell a gun 
than it is to sell lemonade. Food vendors need a business permit and 
food handler’s license. Gun vendors do not need a license of any 
kind, and police inspections are not allowed. In Arizona a permit is 
required in order to cut hair, but one is not needed to carry a concealed 
weapon.
    There are gun shows around the country. Many of these shows 
are not required to perform background checks on gun buyers. Thirty-
three states do not restrict gun show sales in any way. Americans 
for president Obama’s firearm legislation want to make background 
checks for buyers at gun shows to be mandatory.
 These reporters and other Highlander staff members took an 
exam in order to obtain a concealed weapons permit online. Three out 
of four passed without viewing the recommended safety video.                                                                 
 “I guessed,” said freshman Abby Moss when asked about her 
strategy for answering questions on this test. She passed the test, 
answering eight out of the 10 questions correctly.
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Inspired minds awarded

Foster children welcomed by NHS

Rose Festival Princess crowned
Cancer survivor motivates students 

MARCO FERCI 
2013 DDHS SPARROW

A partial view of Inna Leonchick’s piece World, one of many competitors in this year’s Portland 
Metro Scholastic Art Awards.                                                                    Image courtesy  Inna Leonchick

greek
April 27, 2013 • 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm • Oregon Zoo

Early pictures only at David Douglas in the north 
cafeteria              

from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm Ticket prices: April 10-19: $25  

April 22-26: $30

David Douglas High School 

 David Douglas High School was 
proud to crown Kelsey Milks as its 2012-
13 Rose Festival Princess in an assembly 
on March 6.
 Princess Kelsey was joined at the 
Rose Festival assembly by the other  
DDHS court members Becky Jo Schucart, 
Gabby Kupfer, and Linda Huynh. 
 Former Rose festival Princess 
Maleah Cooper said she had the pleasure 

of coming back and talking about her 
journey and time as Rose Festival 
Princess. To the stomping of the student 
body’s feet,  she then announced Milks 
princess. All Rose Festival nominees 
underwent a long application process to 
be eligible for student voting.
 T h e  p r i n c e s s e s  f r o m  e a c h 
participating school have the honor to 
be in the Rose Festival parade along with 
whomever is crowned queen. Pacific 
Power  crowns the queen June 8th at the 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum.

 A group of National Honor Society 
members are making “Welcome Boxes” 
for children entering foster care.
 These  “Welcome Boxes ,”  each 
shoebox-sized, feature snacks, art sup-
plies, and toys for kids to pass time 
while waiting for their placement, and 
to enter their hopefully temporary homes 
with something positive. This group has 
completed 10 of these boxes out of their 
goal, 25—except for flashlights and 

nightlights. Each box needs a flashlight 
or nightlight, and the NHS is asking for 
donations of these from students and 
families before they ask stores.
 Donations can be ponied to ad-
visor Sarah Williams at the school.
As of  January 2011,  8 ,650 Oregon 
children were living in foster care. The 
average Oregonian foster child, accord-
ing to oregon.gov, spends 457 days in 
foster care. However, this average is 
not necessarily representative; cases of 
children staying in the system until adult-
hood do exist.

Materials Needed:

-Flashlights and      
nightlights
-Any materials
for high 
school students
     

New visitor 
guidelines for 
Prom take effect

 This year, new prom guest 
regulations will allow students 
to bring more varied guests than 
before. The new regulations allow 
seniors to take anyone under 20, 
whether in high school or not, as 
a guest. Juniors also able to host 
anyone, but they must be enrolled 
in high school.

 Former MLB player and cancer survivor 
Dave Dravecky, pitcher for the San Diego 
Padres from 1982-1987 and San Francisco 
Giants from 1987-1989, recently visited 
David Douglas to speak to and motivate 
student athletes. 
 Dravecky was born on February 14, 
1957. He was chosen by the Pittsburgh 
Pirates in the 21st round of the 1978 amateur 
draft. Dravecky, only 26 when he debuted, 
was a left-hander but a right-handed 
hittter.
 Dravecky spoke about his career and 
how playing baseball had been the most 

important thing in his life.
 The speech was intended to help 
students push themselves to be the best 
they can be. Dravecky pushed himself to 
the furthest point he could, even after he 
found out he had cancer. After being told 
he would never pitch again, Dravecky beat 
cancer and pitched a winning game. Five 
days later, however, his arm snapped during 
a pitch. The cancer had remissed, and his 
entire arm had to be removed.
 Dravecky did not come to David 
Douglas to talk about his battle with 
cancer.
 It’s not what you do that matters 
most—it’s who you are,” states Dravecky 
on his web site.

 Douglas seniors Inna Leonchick and 
Pablo Inguez were awarded Gold Key 
Awards for their art work on Feb. 6 at the 
Portland Metro Scholastic Art Awards.
 Inna received top honor in the draw-
ing category at this year’s Portland Metro 
Scholastic Art Awards. Collecting all Gold 
Key awards on Feb 20 at Portland Center 
for the Performing Arts, she also got $1,000 
scholarship to attend a three week summer 
are workshop at Oregon State University 
and a $100 art supply gift certifi cate. Inna 
will be moving on to compete nationally.
 Inna was awarded a Gold Key for her 
Art Portfolio. She was also awarded four 
other Gold Key Awards, two Silver Key 

Awards in the drawing category, and fi ve 
Honorable Mention Awards in Drawing 
and Painting.
 Senior Pablo Iniguez received a Gold 
Key Award for his Senior Art Portfolio He 
also was awarded three Gold Key Awards 
and three Honorable Mention Awards, all 
in the drawing category.
 All Gold Key recipients were hon-
ored at a ceremony at Portland Center for 
the Performing Arts Newmark Theater on 
Feb 20, where Inna and Pablo made a brief 
statement about their Gold Key Awards.
 All work awarded with Gold Keys 
hung at Pacifi c Northwest College of Art 
from Feb. 6, to Feb 22. Pablo’s and Inna’s 
works were displayed at the Oregon Col-
lege of Art and Craft from Feb. 6 to Feb 
23.

the group that some believe warrants the 
harshest discipline. College English teacher 
Shannon Daugherty believes that the policy 
should apply to seniors, and cites lack 
of learning through credit retrieval as a 
reason.  
 “[Continuing in classes after credit 
retrieval] is like playing a diffi cult piece of 
Beethoven  but    you    haven’t  learned  the scales,” 
Daugherty said.
 However, others believe in the safety 
net the clause provides. 
 “I think if seniors are still having 
trouble in their last year, there’s a problem,” 
freshman English teacher Kelly Wells said. 
“I think [seniors] should fall under the 
umbrella [of credit retrieval].”  
 “We can’t move the goalposts at the 
end of the game,” senior English teacher 
Jeremiah Franzen said. “I agree with the 
policy.  [The 50/70 rule] causes teachers and 
students to be considerate of their actions. It 
draws a line and sets a standard for students 
and teachers. Students have been opting out 
really early on, and [the policy] will show 
students what they need to reach for, if they 
at least reach for the 50. Maybe they’ll learn 
they can reach for the 60.”

Rose Festival Court members Becky Jo Schuchart, Kelsey Milks, Gabby Kupfer, and Linda 
Huynh eagerly await the announcement of this year’s princess.       Photo by Daniel Hunyh

NHS “Welcome Boxes” 
for foster care children
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