
        

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

The weight room, which was renovated over winter break, cost 
$150,000 and is one of many updates to take place around cam-
mpus.       Photo by Andrew Nguy

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

See SCHOOL SECURITY Page 12
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Weight room now Olympic caliberWe’ve all experien-
ced 2012, but what 
might 2013 have in store?

Girls’ basketball 
fell short to Cente-
nnial, 35-51.

Boys’ basketball
beat the Reynolds
Raiders 71-53.

•Sandy Hook fi rst 
grade teacher 
•Born in 1986
•Favorite color 
was green
•Gave life 
shielding students 
from gunman

Highlander

Middle school tea-
cher Michael Twist 
has published several 
award-winning stories.

Russian Club Christmas 
celebration successful

SERINA FAST HORSE
staff reporter

School stresses awareness after shootings
ALEXIS BLASIER

staff reporter

A gun threat was made 
during a game of World of 
Warcraft by two male Barlow 
High School students towards 
their own school and DDHS 
for Thursday Dec. 20, 2012. 
 “In all honesty this makes 
me more than a bit angry” said 
principal John Bier. “It is ex-
tremely unfortunate that some-
one seems to be making light 

or trying to take advantage of a 
horrible set of circumstances. 
What we have experienced 
over the past week has been 
very difficult.” 
 Portland Police as well as 
federal police looked into this 
and found the students. They 
had nothing that was a poten-
tial threat but police collected 
their game consoles and their 
computers.
 “With texting and social 
media it can be a good thing 

or a bad thing,” said vice prin-
cipal Sharon Webster. “Not 
only because of shootings and 
threats, but in general because 
anyone  can  say  any th ing . 
There’s just no filter.” 
 Bier, on the day before 
the threat was to be carried 
out, made an announcement 
ove r  t he  i n t e r com say ing 
there would be no attack on 
the school and several other 
schools  received the  same 
threat. He made two phone 

calls home that night inform-
ing parents about the threats 
and saying that students are 
safe. A packet was also sent 
home with students on Dec. 
17 reassuring families of the 
students’ safety and pointing 
out resources to help children 
cope with tramatic events. 
 Extra precautions were     

Holiday spirit was in the air when the Rus-
sian Club hosted a Christmas event at the Spring 
Water Commons apartment complex on Dec. 
20, 2012.

Organized by teacher assistant Lyubov Gon-
charova and a handful of David Douglas students, 
the event was held for children who were residents 
of the complex, of which over 70 attended. 

The occasion was devised to create a fun 
activity for the community as well as present 
background information on the holiday, and to 
demonstrate the celebration of Russian-style 
Christmas.

“The event went better than expected,” said 
senior event hostess Veronika Chepel. “Our goal 
was met because the children were happy and 

excited. The club had fun and we were glad to 
do something for the community.”

Expenses were provided out of pocket by the 
six club members, with the addition of contribu-
tions from the apartment manager, which included 
bags of candy and small gifts. 

Held in a common room of the complex, the 
event began at 5:00 p.m. with Chepel introducing 
the program. Her speech was followed by a play 
performed by the club members about the Rus-
sian snow maiden, Snegurochka, who is Santa’s 
helper. Afterward, holiday songs were sung with 
the kids and activities, craft-making, and pictures 
with Santa were offered until the end of the event 
at 8:00 p.m.

The Russian Club hopes to participate in 
more activities like this in the future and also 
gain more members.  Students interested should 
contact Goncharova, Chepel, or the SUN offi ce.

The renovated weight room, the fi rst 
of this year’s bond projects, cost $150,000 
and was completed over winter break.

The weight room boasts two projec-
tors and a fl oor made by Mondo, the same 
company that made the 2012 Summer 
Olympics track. 

“The fl oor is the exact same fl oor that 
was used in last year’s Olympics,” said 
superintendent Don Grotting. 

Other high school bond projects 
include asbestos abatement, PAC seating 
replacement, replacing the English hall 
modulars, and a new pool. The voter-
approved $49.5 million bond must be 
spent in three years and cannot be used 
to pay staff. An eight-lane pool will be 
constructed adjacent to the current one, 
which will be remodeled to be used for 
other purposes. This year’s asbestos 
abatement covers areas north of the court-
yard. Teachers affected are to remove all 
personal belongings from classrooms by 

June 14 before leaving for vacation, as the 
asbestos, a carcinogen found in the school’s 
fl oor tiles, may contaminate them. School 
property will be stored in pods until the 
removal is complete. The new fl oors will be 
of polished concrete, a more maintenance 
friendly innovation. 

“When we go in and we tear up the 
asbestos this summer, all of the rooms, 
hallways, have to be completely void of 
anything,” said Grotting. “We will also 
bring in some big dumpsters and try to get 
rid of things that we don’t need.”

A total of 1,690 iPad Minis, discounted 
$21 per device, will replace 6th to 12th 
grade social studies textbooks next school 
year. Each teacher will receive a class set 
and each student will be assigned an iPad 
to be returned at the end of class. The iPads 
will also have a tracking app in case of loss 
or theft.

“It’s all interactive,” said information 
technology director Derek Edens. “One of 
the features of it being web-based is... the 
ability for students to go online and maybe 
search up current events.”

Sophomore Tanya Momotok and senior Veronika Che-
pel lead the children in songs. Photo courtesy Veronika Chepel
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David Douglas thespians celebrate their success at the MHC Acting Competition, including two 
first place awards.                Photo courtesy Michael Givler

Complete with tutus and tights, the coaches performed a ballet routine with a touch of “ Gangnam Style” to the delight of 
the student body at the Holiday Assembly.                 Photo by Gabby Kupfer

Holiday assembly takes—bizarre turn 

MHC acting competition successful

District bus drivers featured on KATU

NAEP
tests 54
seniors

 David Douglas won first place in both solo and duo 
acting at the Mount Hood District Acting Competition 
on Saturday, Jan 12. 
 Senior London Bauman received First in Duo 
Acting. Senior Kelsey Milks, Karsten Montgomery, 
Arielle Stuart, and juniors Vic Liang, Kendell 
McCrary, Sable VanMeter and Rebecca Daigle 
received the rank of Superior, and senior Josh LaMarr 
received Honorable Mention. Bauman and Milks 
also took First Place in the Duo Acting category. 
Seniors Jenny Knowland, Kylie Youngblood, Ian 
Booth, Montgomery, and McCrary and Daigle all took 
Superior in Duo Acting, and seniors Aaron Richardson 
and Brian Ott received Honorable Mention. 
 The competition, held at Gresham High School, 
began with an opening ceremony. Douglas competed 
with Gresham, Sam Barlow, St. Mary’s, Central 
Catholic, Reynolds, and Centennial high schools. 
The two categories, solo and duo acting, each had 
three rounds with a different judge each round. The 
contestants were critiqued in two different areas, 
ranked in preference to other contestants in the same 
room that round, and then given the composite score 
out of 20 points. The first category was Mechanics, 
including points like preparation, stage picture, and 
body and voice. A competitor could have been given a 
score from three to 10 points. Acting’s subcategories 
included Interaction and Objective. 
 “A lot of encouragement from [Michael] Givler 
and Carson Cook, and hours of long work [gave us 
success],” said LaMarr. “We wouldn’t have done it 
without Givler and helping each other out.” 

 The north gym was bursting 
with holiday spirit  during the 
annual Holiday Assembly in the 
north gym on Dec. 20, 2012.
 The assembly started with  
“The Star-Spangled Banner” sung 
by the Troubadours. Student council 
member Kylan Carlson and student 
body president Megan Bier then 
explained the Pennies for Patients 
fundraiser for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Cancer Society.
 Carlson and Bier then 
explained the canned food drive 
and announced the winning 
class, English teacher Michelle 
Powelson’s seventh period. The 
Troubadours then sang two holiday 
songs, and fall and winter sports 
information was announced. 
 The Winter Formal theme was 
then revealed. “Starlight Night”  

encouraged students to dress in 
black and white attire. Then, in 
full costume, science teacher Nate 
Owings sang “You’re a Mean 
One Mr. Grinch,” followed by the 
coaches, dressed in tutus, dancing 
to the hit song, “Gangnam Style.” 
 “I think people enjoyed the 
celebration,” said activities director 
Eric Wadsworth. “With all the 
tragedy locally and nationally the 
week prior, it was a great way to 
enter the holiday break and put a 
smile back on our faces.”
 The assembly’s intent was 
to provide information of current 
events around campus and to 
celebrate the upcoming holiday 
season.
 “Don’t ever lose your true 
holiday and general spirit,” said 
Wadsworth. “Life has to be lived 
with a glass half full approach with 
optimism. Good things will happen 
if we have the proper mind set.”

DANIELLE BROWN
staff reporter

 In a month of tragic news, 
David Douglas bus drivers, 
dressed as elves, were featured 
on KATU News for giving 
presents to needy students.
 “The job is done by the 
drivers for the students,” said 
driver trainer Kathy Calkins. 
“Our drivers want to make a 
difference in the community.”
    For the last four years, bus 
drivers have been pitching in 
a little extra to bring the joy 
of Christmas to less fortunate 
students. This year they were 
able to provide joy to 68 
students in the David Douglas 

on the ornaments. They also 
collected food during the months 
of November and December.
 “This is something we can 
do to help our students in our 
community and we love it,” said 
Calkins.
  This is their fourth year 
giving presents to students. In 
past years, the bus drivers gave 
to the moms and their children 
at Fir Ridge, as well as two 
elementary schools.
 This was changed with some 
inspiration from a student who 
didn’t have much. When asked 
by the driver what they wanted 
the student replied nothing. After 
some investigation they found out 
that the family couldn’t provide 

School District. Fifty of the 
students were teen parents from 
Fir Ridge to which the mom 
receives a scarf and gloves and 
something they need for their 
baby. Another 12 were from 
Menlo Park, Gilbert Heights, 
and Earl Boyles elementary 
schools, and the last six were 
given food baskets containing a 
complete Christmas dinner and 
grocery gift cards.
    This gift giving comes 
straight from the bus drivers. 
At the bus garage, they have 
a giving tree with ornaments. 
These ornaments have the 
family’s and student’s needs and 
the bus drivers used their own 
money to fulfill the needs listed 

christmas gifts for the student. 
The drivers decided to add them 
and they received a bike and a 
game console, and a food box.
  “They too, received 
Christmas dinner, so for at 
least one day this family had 
all they needed for a wonderful 
Christmas,” said Calkins.
 Bus drivers also started a 
new collection. Every month, 
bus drivers contribute one dollar. 
This collection will go serve 
students  needs.
 The bus drivers also have a 
coat closet.
 “More recently, a driver 
gave a Nintendo Wii to a student 
that had nothing, the parent 
cried,” said Calkins.

 The federal government 
has selected 54 seniors to take 
place in the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) this year on March 7.
 NAEP is the largest nation-
ally representative assessment of 
what students across the country 
know and can do in a variety of 
subjects. The test is for students 
assessed in mathematics or read-
ing, and it will be in one subject 
for approximately 90 minutes. It 
has also allowed them to com-
pare student progress over time. 
They help the President, Con-
gress, and all of the educators 
make decisions about how to 
improve the school system. 
 NAEP is administered to a 
nation-wide sample of students. 
Once students are chosen for the 
test it is mandatory for them to 
participate, unless the students 
parents do not want their child 
to participate. If so, that parent 
must write a letter explaining 
why they do not want their child 
taking the test. These senior stu-
dents are picked at random as 
well as the schools chosen.
 For the students that partic-
ipate in the test, they earn com-
munity service hours and the test 
does not have any affect on their 
grade. The results of the test do 
not go out to the students, they 
are all in the hands of the federal 
government. The test results will 
show the progress made by each 
senior.
 “NAEP is a great idea be-
cause it makes the test a big pic-
ture all around the nation instead 
of just focusing in on Douglas, 
and it gives other seniors the 
chance to participate in it,” said 
standardized testing coordinator 
Joe Talley.
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Jazz soloists awarded

Health Center marks second year
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Conference 
celebrates 
Latino culture

The Health Center helps both out of district and David Douglas students. By 
following its mission, the Health Centetr promotes both the health and academic 
success of children and youth.                                                          Photo by Cassidy Bean

JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO 
AND MEDINA CERIC

staff reporters

FAFSA necessary for financial help

  
Several members of the David Douglas’ jazz bands were awarded for outsanding performance during competitions.    
The top jazz band placed third at Skyview Storm of Cool.                                                                           Photo by Tessa Meyer

TOM CHEN
news editor

   
 After two years, the 
Multnomah County School-
Based Health Center, which 
shares the campus, is visited 
every day by students who 
attend and don’t attend the high 
school.

The health clinic opened 
in 2010. There are a total of 13 
school-based health centers in 
Oregon. 
 The health center, which is 
open from 7:30 a.m to 3:30 p.m., 
sees about 100 students a week. 
Students don’t have to attend 
DDHS to visit the clinic. 
 Confidentiality is important 
and guaranteed by the clinic. The 
staff provides cards that have 
certain descriptions to maintain 
privacy. The information 
provided by the student will be 
held in complete privacy, unless 
it is harmful to the student or 
is harmful to others. By law, 
the Multnomah County School 

Based Health Center must inform 
the appropriate authorities if the 
students’ problem fits the criteria 
of being “harmful to oneself or 
another.”
 To visit the health center, 
students need to fill out paper 
work supplied by the clinic, then 
return the packet and make an 
appointment. 
 All school-based health 
centers are staffed by each 
county and funded through 
Medicaid, grants, and public 
funds. This means that if a 
student’s insurance does not 
cover all expenses, the student 
is still not responsible for fees.
 The Multnomah County 
School Based Health Center’s 
mission  is to promote the health 
and academic success of children 
and youth.
 “It’s a great benefit for 
having the health center here so 
that students don’t have to miss 
school and parents don’t have to 
miss work,” said front desk staff 
Kathy Thomson.

 The jazz bands made a 
statement at the Skyview and 
League competitions in early 
December.
 After Jazz Night  on 
Nov 29, 2012, all three of 
the jazz bands went to two 
competitions the following 
weeks. Jazz Night was also 
held at Ron Russell Middle 
School, showcasing not only 
Douglas’ jazz bands, but also 
a middle school honor band 
composed of students for Ron 
Russell, Floyd Light, and Alice 
Ott Middle School. 
 Jazz II placed third in the 
Open Division at Skyview 
Storm of Cool Jazz competition 
on Dec. 1, 2012. Senior Emma 
Nissen received an Outstanding 
Rhythm Section Soloist award 
for her vibes feature in the 
ballad “The Very Thought of 
You.”
 Jazz II  also attended 
the Mt. Hood League Jazz 
competition a week later 

on Dec 8, 2012, and was 
awarded first place. Several 
soloists were recognized, 
including junior Isabel Skau 
on clarinet and alto saxophone, 
sophomore Megan Caranto on 
tenor saxophone, sophomore 
Scott Waddington on trumpet, 
senior Cody Archer on drums, 
senior Martin Santoyo on bass, 
Nissen on vibes, and senior 
Heather Dwyer on piano. 
All were recipients of the 
Individual Outstanding Soloist 
Award. The entire rhythm 
section was awarded as well. 
 Jazz I also had soloists 
awarded at League, including 
freshman Stepha Kvokov on 
tenor saxophone, sophomore 
Carlos Vasquez on trumpet, 
senior Phillip Kelso on 
trumpet, sophomore Rebecca 
Tew on piano, and sophomore 
Jade Kuehnl on piano. All were 
given Individual Outstanding 
Soloist awards. Junior Deric 
Ntirandekura, a member of 
Stage Band, was awarded the 
Individual Outstanding Soloist 
award on trumpet at League.

 FAFSA, or the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, provides 
graduating seniors with financial assistance for college. 
 Soon-to-be college students must meet numerous criteria before 
submitting a FAFSA form. The applicant must be United States citizen, 
a United States national, or eligible non-citizen; possess both a Social 
Security number and a diploma or GED; be registered with the United 
States Selective services (applies to graduating males between the 
ages of 18-25 only); complete the FAFSA with the intent on using 
federal aid for education purposes; not owe refunds on federal student 
grants; not in default on student loans; and not been found guilty 
of selling or possessing illegal drugs while financial aid was being 
received.
 Before filing for a FAFSA, income records are needed. A PIN, or 
Personal Identification Number, needs to be obtained by the student 
and parent (if applicable) at www.pin.ed.gov as an eletronic signature 

on the FAFSA application. To start the FAFSA, applications need to 
visit www.fafsa.ed.gov. Students should print out a copy to keep as 
an archive.
 Established in 1992 by the Department of Education, FAFSA is a 
form with over a 100 questions that determine if a student is eligible 
for loans. Questions relate to both the student and the students’ family 
history. FAFSA registration begins every year on Jan. 1. A wait time 
of approximately 18 months should be expected for the FAFSA to be 
processed. In 2009, the Department of Education received a total of 
2,213,408 FAFSA forms.
 In order to simplify the process even more, the Department of 
Education offers a three step transformation. The first step is skip 
logic, leaving out unnecessary questions and focusing on relevant 
ones. Secondly, legislative proposals, asks Congress to remove 
questions related about income or assets that is not already found on 
the federal income tax return. Lastly, prefilling with IRS data will 
allow families to fill in advance on the online FAFSA by using data 
from the federal income tax return. 

 The 23rd annual César E. 
Chávez Leadership Conference 
will be held March 8 at Western 
Oregon University, an event 
organized for Latino youth to 
come together and celebrate their 
culture and heritage.
 The César E. Chávez 
Leadership Conference began 
22 years ago to bring together 
Hispanic high school students from 
the Portland Public Schools.  The 
first event took place in early 
February. On the day before the 
conference, a snowstorm hit 
Portland, but  by mid morning 
of the day of the event, 125 
undeterred students found their 
way to the conference.
 Last year, over 1,500 
students, presenters, school staff, 
volunteers and invited guests 
attended  the leadership conference 
various workshops, the college 
and university fair, and listened 
to influential keynote speakers. 
Over  the years, the Cesar E 
Chavez Leadership Conference 
has expanded to include over 65 
high schools. Over 20,000 high 
school students have been part of 
the event to learn and and explore 
César E. Chávez’s legacy.
 César E. Chávez, for whom 
this conference was named, was 
born in Arizona in 1927, the son 
of migrant workers. In 1962, he 
started organizing farm workers, 
and organized nationwide boycotts 
of lettuce, grapes, and wine, and 
organized various rallies to gain 
support for the farm workers’ 
efforts.
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 1. C   2.A  3.D   4.B   5.C   
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 11.A Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit,” and 2012 with “Special Merit.” 
Best Opinions Pages: American Scholastic Press: 2012
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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What Do 
You Know 

About

“The staff, 
atmosphere, and our 
advisor Steve Rivas 

have all taught me 
more than I could 

ever give them credit 
for.”
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1. Who was the last 
president to attend 
his inauguration 
ceremony in a 
stovepipe hat?
a. Woodrow Wilson
b. Abraham Lincoln
c. John F. Kennedy
d. Barack Obama

2. John Quincy 
Adams was the fi rst 
president to wear 
what to his inaugura-
tion ceremony?
a. Long Trousers
b. Red Pants
c. Gray Shoes
d. All Black

3. During his Inaugu-
ral Parade, President 
Eisenhower was  __ 
by a cowboy
a. hit
b. shot
c. pushed
d. lassoed

4. President Adams 
famously refused to 
attend the ___of his 
successor, Andrew 
Jackson, after an 
epically brutal cam-
paign.
a. election
b. swearing-in
c. parade
d. tea party

5. Which of following 
walked during his 
parade?
a. John Quincy Adams
b. George W. Bush
c. Barack Obama
d. George Washington

6. Abraham Lincoln 
attended the inaugu-
ration of President 
Zachary Taylor, 
where he lost his 
___ in the crowd and 
never recovered it.
a. hat
b. mitten
c. coat
d. shoe

7. Who had the 
largest inaugural 
platform to date?
a. Barack Obama
b. Zachary Taylor
c. Abraham Lincoln
d. George W. Bush

8. What was the fi rst 
inaugural ceremony 
broadcasted live on 
the internet?
a. Ronald W. Reagan
b. William J. Clinton
c. James E. Carter
d. Barack Obama

9. Who was the 
fi rst unelected vice 
president to become 
president? 
a. Gerald R. Ford
b. Ronald W. Reagan
c. Dwight  Eisenhower
d. Harry S. Truman

10. Who took the 
oath of offi ce on two 
Bibles; both family 
heirlooms?
a. Zachary Taylor
b. Ronald W. Reagan
c. Richard M. Nixon
d. Harry S. Truman

11. Who was the 
fi rst President to 
ride to and from his 
inauguration in an 
automobile?
a. Warren G. Harding
b. James E. Carter
c. Abraham Lincoln
d. Harry S. Truman 

presidential 

inaugurations

Highlander taught me so much

“Stop whining, Jimmy. Your Kevlar 
underwear are next.”

Stepping     
Into 
Sunshine
Inna Vavilina

MY TURN

Ellen 
VanSlyke

“Just because it 
isn’t illegal doesn’t 

mean it’s 
acceptable.”

everyday life, but it will never 
be “normal” to see a man 
carrying a loaded rifl e on his 
back. And why should it be? 
Would anyone like to live in 
a society where people carry 
assault weapons around just 
because they can? It would be 
worrysome if citizens weren’t 
disturbed by the sight.  
 Even though Dourin and 
Boyce were not trying to 
pose a threat to anyone, they 
appeared threatening. Know-
ingly walking in public with a 
loaded assault rifl e strapped 
to your back just weeks after 
a mass shooting splattered 
news broadcasts across the 
country and another took 
place blocks away at Clack-
mas Town Center is insanely 
rude. Just because it isn’t 
against the law, doesn’t mean 
it’s acceptable.    
 The weeks following a 
tragedy should be a time to 
mourn and comfort victims’ 
families, not overshadow the 
real issues by arguing and 
debating firearm policies. 
We need to focus on the 
issue at hand—how to help 
mend the communities who 
are struggling and help the 
families and friends involved 
recover. 
 
  

that causes hour-long waits in 
airport lines. The country as a 
whole has become oversensi-
tized to violence and believes 
that every time that a national 
tragedy occurs, it will be-
come the new norm. Why 
else would some children 
now be going to school with 
a bulletproof backpack to be 
used as a shield?

Such hysteria is the fault 
of media giants competing 
to attract viewers. Not much 
can top a crazed man killing 
innocent children, especially 
when exaggerated. In the 
fi rst minutes after news of 
the Sandy Hook shooting 
was reported, numerous er-
rors were made in a rush to 
seize the next big story. Death 
tallies were infl ated, feats of 
heroism exaggerated, and the 
murderer’s brother was mis-
takenly reported as the per-
petrator. This brother had not 
had contact with the murderer 
for two years. Nonetheless, 
due to a misunderstanding, 
the media accused him of 
being the suspect simply 
because the murderer carried 
his license. Dear editor,

 I feel like Douglas likes to 
focus on all the bad behavior stu-
dents convey rather than reinforc-
ing all the positive behavior. For 
me, all I’ve seen is students with 
bad behavior getting punished. 
Don’t get me wrong, I want the 
correct discipline to be infl icted 
on students who’s behavior is 
less than acceptable. Then I also 
wonder what do the students 
that show up everyday and are 
on task and don’t talk back look 
forward to besides not getting 
punished. I feel like at Douglas 
there should be some sort of 
congradulatory prize for people 
who don’t do “bad” things. If 
some sort of good reward was 
dangling in front of the faces of 
people, it would promote good 
behavior rather than threatning 
the teenagers with punishment.

-Sophomore 
-Megan Caranto

 Dear editor, 
       I love to sing. Singing is my 
life. It really is. I sing in the show-
er, when I’m playing with my 
dog, walking in the hallway and 
even doing dishes at work. I love 
fi nding a new awesome song to 
sing or come up with an incred-
ible piano part to write lyrics to, 
or play a guitar. Strumming a ran-
dom tune and free styling a song 
I’ll never sing again. I’ve been on 
thr radio. I’ve performed in front 
of hundreds of people, and over 
a billion times. I’ve written all 
my own songs, instruments, and 
lyrics. Recorded two of them and 
most likely going to do more. so, 
why don’t I want to take it a step 
furhter, and try to get signed? 
I’m constantely asked if I’m 
coming out with a CD or trying 
to write songs with other artists 
or going out for American Idol or 
America’s Got Talent. I just shrug 
my shoulders and say, “ I don’t 
know.” But, I never do anything 
about those questions. I’ve never 

actually thought, “Hey should 
do something with my music.” 
I’ve just never wanted to. I’m 
content with where I am now. 
But, at the same time, whenever 
my best friend talks about all of 
his shows and how he’s record-
ing with his producer this next 
weekend, or going and doing a 
photoshoot with his sponsors, I 
get jealous. Ridiculously jeal-
ous. I don’t know why because 
I never wanted to be big and 
famous or have everyone know 
my name. Quite frankly, I’m too 
shy and overwhelmed too easily. 
But, I don’t know what I want to 
do anymore. Any wise words? 

-Sophomore
-Alyssa St. Peters

 When Steven Boyce 
and Warren Drouin care-
lessly strapped loaded rifl es 
to their backs and strolled 
down the streets of Portland 
and Gresham, they may not 
have been breaking any laws 
but they were being horribly 
insensitive.
 Boyce and Drouin were 
asserting their Right to Bear 
Arms during this demonstra-
tion, less than a month after 
the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting. It is under-
standable that these men 
feel the need to protest the 
potential changes to the 
second ammendment, and 
it is completely fair for them 
to do so. However, their 
insensitivity to the recent 
victims of mass shootings, 
their families, and those of us 
who watched in horror as the 
news unfolded that evening 
is unforgivable.
 To say that residents 
in the area during the dem-
onstration were freaked out 
would be an understatement. 
The protest prompted mul-
tiple 911 calls from panicked 
and concerned citizens. 
 The men claimed to be 
trying to “normalize” the sight 
of weapons out in the open in 

Need for bullet-proof jackets too far?

     The Highlander has been 
a great experience for me, but 
now that I’m taking early re-
lease, I have to drop the class. 
     The staff, the atmosphere, 
and our advisor Steve Rivas 
have all taught me more than 
I could ever give them credit 
for. They not only taught me 
to become a better writer, but 
they have taught me life-long 
lessons that I otherwise may 
not have learned. If you glance 
over to the left side of this page 
in our Highlander staff box, you 
will notice that we have been 
nationally recognized 18 times, 
winning a fi rst place in nationals 
12 times. I am proud to say that 
we deserved all of those, if not 
more. 
 One of the biggest lessons 
Rivas taught me is that I, and I 
quote, “...will never please ev-
eryone, and that’s a good thing. 

In the wake of a series of 
national tragedies including 
the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting, the media’s 
gross sensationalization has 
caused many viewers to feel 
as if they are falling prey to 
more than just mentally un-
stable men with guns. 

There are frightening 
signs surrounding the hype 
over the shooting. As with 
every other national tragedy, 
the media and viewers have 
become overly sensitized to 
the possibility of violence, 
blaming it on causes varying 
from media overexposure, 
to a failure in parenting, to a 
lack of gun control. There is 
no way to tell why criminals 
commit such heinous crimes 
such as these mass murders, 
but it is possible not to let it 
control the lives of the people 
the country over. When will 
we draw the line?

With a Colombian fl ak 
jacket company custom-
making bulletproof back-
packs for American consum-
ers, is it time to think that 
we’ve gone too far? This is 
the same type of overreaction Dear editor,

 What’s wrong with this 
generation? No one has respect 
for anything; them selves, their 
parents, or the community. Girls 
walk around half naked but want 
people to respect them. Guys go 
around breaking girl’s hearts but 
say they’re looking for “the one.” 
I don’t get it. If parents put you on 
this Earth, you should be greatful, 
treat them with a little respect. 
And I know parents aren’t saints, 
but they brought you into this 
world. People are always walk-
ing around littering, and tagging 
places up. Does anybody even 
care about how other cities or 
states see Portland? 

-Sophomore
-Cory Pankey

Your readers can and will get 
mad at you, and others will love 
what you have to say. Don’t be 
a people pleaser. Let them get 
mad. That’s not your concern. 
It takes courage to write a story 
or a column and put your name 
over it.” 
 The Highlander really tests 
how committed someone can 
be and how much work a staff 
member is willing to put into 
making each page come alive. 
It’s defi nitely not easy, but it’s 
defi nitely worth it. 
 I am very excited to see 
what the new editor brings to 
page four and what I could’ve 
done differently to make my 
page stand out. I have enjoyed 
being part of the staff and hope 
my readers have enjoyed my 
page and my columns and all 
of the work that was put into the 
entire newspaper by our staff.



Reputation of school not what it seemsPOINT

ALEXIS BLASIER
news reporter
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Take chance 
to save lives

COUNTER-POINT

CASSIDY BEAN
news editor

Guns in school 
dangerous

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“In some ways, 
yes because 
everyone is dif-
ferent and does 
different things.”

-Sophomore
Jade Keuhnl

“No, it’s pretty 
clean here. I 
guess we keep 
the school clean 
and stuff like 
that.” 

-Freshman
Denzel Dao

Oh, the mindless things we do

TESSA MEYER
news reporter

Do you think the 
bad reputation that 

Douglas has is 
accurate?

Felines very misunderstood animals
Putting
Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“Comparing dogs 
to cats is like com-
paring a tiger to 
a hyena, it just 
doesn’t work.”

“It depends on 
who you are. If 
you’re new here 
you are going 
to believe the 
reputation.”

-Sophomore
Kenny Azar

• Slugs have four noses.

• The Hawaiian alphabet only 

has 12 letters.

• On average a human 

will spend up to 2 weeks 

kissing in his/her lifetime.

• Chewing gum while peeling onions will prevent you from crying.

• Cats can hear ultrasound.

Courtesy Snapple.com

  Many people hear stories 
about a driver running over a dog, 
stopping, getting out of their car, 
trying to help them, and calling 
the number on their dog tag but 
has anyone ever heard of a driver 
doing this for a cat? Only once 
have I heard this. 
     Felines do not get enough 
credit. They should not be put into 
the melting pot with dogs or any 
other animal. Comparing dogs to 
cats is like comparing a tiger to a 
hyena, it just doesn’t work.
 One of the cats I owned, Len-
ny, got ran over and died the day 
before school restarted from win-
ter break. I fi nd that many cannot 
understand what it means to lose 
a cat that is loved so much by a 
family. 
 Cats are extremely misun-
derstood. Just because they don’t 
want to be a slave and please 
their owner doesn’t mean that 
they are unintelligent. Their intel-
ligence is far greater than I ever 
imagined it could be. They know 
when an owner is upset and com-

forts them by using their reassur-
ing purr. They also understand 
commands if trained properly. 
Felines even know how to open 
doors, if only they could reach 
them.
  If my cats had not been their 
for me in my struggles and my 
grief, my life would be drasticly 
going downhill. Their is some-
thing about their demeanor and 
character that can change the 
outlook of life from hoplessness 
into something beautifully won-
derful.  
 This is to Lenny, the cat that 
always meowed a question, who 
brought laughter in times of sor-
row, who taught me that nothing 
is impossible no matter how small 
you are, who gave me kisses on 
the nose when times were rough 
and who brought pure joy into 
my everyday life. As my cousin, 
Rebecca Murphy from South-
ridge high school, said “He is in 
heaven probably staring at my 
[dead] fi sh, Jack Sparrow, swim-
ming in a fi sh tank.”

    
   MARGO 

RUTLEDGE
sports editor

 In response to the 
recent shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School and other 

schools in the past few years many gun 
enthusiasts and fearful parents, students, 
and schools have introduced the mind 
boggling idea of allowing school staff 
to possess guns on campus. 
 While this idea may seem like a 
good move at fi rst glance, in all reality 
it has the potential to make schools more 
dangerous as opposed to safer, cause 
more shootings as opposed to protect-
ing students against unlikely shootings 
in the future, and impose a feeling of 
fear in students as opposed to a feeling 
of comfort and safety. Looking even 
further into the proposal, the cost it 
would take to train school staff to safely 
and effectively use these lethal weapons 
would be ridiculously excessive. Just 
the thought of a teacher having a gun 
in a desk or closet in a classroom full of 
students is unnerving. Even if in a locked 
desk or closet there is always still the pos-
sibility of an unruly student getting his 
hands on it. Even scarier is the thought 
of the teacher possessing the gun being 
mentally unstable or getting pushed just 
a little too far by a student. The realm 
of possibility for the devastating nega-
tive consequences of allowing guns on 
school grounds is never ending.

Most people who haven’t at-
tended David Douglas High School, 
students and adults alike, are under a 
strong impression that this school is 

a dangerous place. That every corner you turn, a fi ght 
will be seen, that students come to school in skimpy 
clothes, or every student is under the infl uence. The 
terms Dirty Douglas and David Thuglas can be held 
true to our school, but not anymore true to us than to 
other districts. Good and bad people are everywhere, 
in every school, yet some cringe and gasp when I 
mention I attend David Douglas. If those student can 
identify that problems with their school are similar to 
Douglas’ then what makes their school so much safer? 
What makes their school better? Nothing. 
 Feeling safe at school is a big priority. No stu-
dent is going to pay attention to a teacher if a student 
feels like their life is on the line. At Douglas, there is 
a sense of security, and those who have not attended 

this school don’t believe that. There are security 
guards patrolling the area during the school day 
for additional safety, how much more safe could 
you get? 
 In every school, there are going to be students 
that don’t make the best decisions, and in every 
school, there are going to be students who always 
do the right things. Schools cannot be categorized 
as to what kind of students attend them. There is 
always an exception to the rule. Not one thing can 
pertain to everybody, especially in a school as large 
and as diverse as Douglas, which has over 3,000 
students. 
 Judging can’t be stopped, but instead of as-
suming the judgments are correct, students and 
adults need to keep an open mind. Accusations 
are all too commonly false. Not all students that 
go to Douglas are ghetto or thugs. Not all students 
at Douglas dress inappropriately. Before students 
judge Douglas, a second look should be taken at 
their own school, and it should be realized that the 
two schools are not very different. 
 

 This whole thing is about stupid things 
that people do or say.
 Portland, OR.  Jan. 16: Around 3:45 in 
the morning, a woman was walking on the 
edge of a building apparently yelling for 

help and ended up falling into a gap about eight inches wide. 
It is insane how she even managed to fi t in there, it is beyond 
me.
 Astoria, OR. Jan. 7: An 18 year old boy was driving home 
and decided to post this on his Facebook, “drivin drunk… 
classic. ;) But to whoever’s vehicle I hit I am sorry :D.” This is 
just plain stupid fi rst of all driving drunk and  then also posting 
about it on Facebook. I guess his friends didn’t like it much 
either because two of them turned him in.
 KwaZulu-Natal, Africa. Aug. 28,  2012: A female member 
of the executive council accused lightning of only striking 
black people. “We will do an investigation and talk to the 
department of science and technology on what is the cause 
of the lightning, and if it only happened to the previously 
disadvantaged as I have never seen any white people being 
struck by lightning.” I wonder what she was thinking, I mean 
really it is lightning.
 West Minland, England. Aug. 25,  2012: A woman named 
Mary Bale got tired of her neighbor’s cat. Instead of saying 
something to them, she grabbed their cat and shoved it in 
their garbage can. The cat was in there for 18 hours before the 
neighbors found their cat.  This is rude and stupid. Really. Who 

shoves a cat into a garbage can because they just don’t like 
it?
    Oregon, 2007: Jennifer Strange tried winning a Wii 
console by drinking tons of water and not urinating. She 
held it for so long she got water intoxication and later died. 
Obviously if a person gets so sick no matter what the price 
they should go to the bathroom and don’t keep holding it 
until their life ends. Just think about going when you need 
to. 
 Alaska: Christopher McCandless decided he was tired 
of society and the city so he left it all behind including his 
family. He went to live in the wilderness with little food 
and supplies and died very shortly. Why would a person 
live in the wilderness without supplies? That’s a bad idea! 
That’s basically saying they want to die.
 Pittsburgh, PA. Nov. 4, 2012: A mother stood her two 
year old son on a railing of  the Pittsburgh zoo above a wild 
painted dog enclosure. She let go of the boy and he lost his 
balance falling into a small netting that was made to catch 
small things and not children. He bounced off the netting 
and landed in the enclosure. Examiners say the eleven foot 
drop didn’t kill him but the dogs did. Why a mother would 
set her kid on a railing when he is only two is beyond me. 
Does she expect him to have balance? Setting a toddler 
above an enclosure is one of the stupidest things I’ve ever 
heard of a person doing. I just can’t believe that.
     People need to use common sense in their everyday 
lives because the things people do or say is just ridicu-
lous. This is just a few things that have happened and 
have gone viral. 

T h e  d e b a t e 
over whether teach-
ers should carry guns 
in the classroom is a 
controversial one to 

say the least, but when it comes to safety, 
shouldn’t educators be able to protect 
themselves and their students?
      Teachers allowed guns wouldn’t 
mean fl ashing them around the halls or 
even carrying them in a holster—instead 
they would be locked away in a safe, only 
used if it was unfortunately necessary. It 
also wouldn’t mean every teacher having 
a gun, but only those who would feel 
comfortable in control of a defensive 
weapon. 
     Personally, a teacher having a gun 
safely secured in the classroom wouldn’t 
make me feel uncomfortable. On the 
other hand, psychos attacking my school, 
a safe place, would make me feel uncom-
fortable, to say the least.
     It is my belief that dangerous gunmen 
would think twice before stepping on 
school grounds if they knew they would 
be stopped before they could hurt any-
one. If gunmen knew that the places they 
wanted to attack were armed and ready to 
protect themselves, maybe they wouldn’t 
be so cavalier in their actions.
    If teachers were able to defend them-
selves and students against attackers, 
26 precious lives wouldn’t have been 
lost at Sandy Hook Elementary School. 
When given the chance to save innocent 
children’s lives, why not take it?
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then 

THIS IS NOW

What are you 
looking forward 
to most in 2013?

What’s your New 
Year’s resolution?

that was 

“I can’t wait 
for people to 
shut up about 
the end of the 
world.”

-Sophomore
Ethan Archer

“I’m looking 
forward to the 
Super Bowl 
and sum-
mer, because 
I’m sick of 
school.”

-Sophomore
AJ Harding

“Mine is to 
focus more on 
school.”

-Freshman
Kenya Penson

“I hope to be 
more connect-
ed with God.”

-Senior
Levy Laureano

I’m going to 
drink more 
water.”

-Senior
Jillian Santos

“I’m looking 
forward to 
graduating.”

-Seniors
AC Oneal
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then 

THIS IS NOW
How do you feel that 

you survived the 
end of the world?

2012: the good, the bad, 
the sad, the happy

“I feel great. 
We

outsmarted 
the 

Mayans.”

-Senior
Jon Lindholm

“I feel like 
Superman.”

-Sophomore
Brian Huynh

“When Obama 
won the 

Presidential 
Election.”

-Senior
Veronika 

Chepel

“The Scots 
went to the 

playoffs.”

-Sophomore
Kevin Nguyen

“I was really 
glad Obama 

beat Mitt 
Romney.”

-Sophomore
Cristian 
Huerta

JAZZMEN GRIFFIN
opinions editor

   
  2012 was fi lled with many events, some bad, some 

good, some pretty, and others not so much. Many newspa-
pers and magazines are doing their own version of a 2012 

recap, and so it only made sense that the Highlander took 
part in  it.
 One major event in the 2012 history would have to 
be President Obama’s reelection. He is, as we already 
know the fi rst African-American president to not only 
run for offi ce, but to run for a second term and win 
over Mitt Romney on Nov. 6 2012. Also, the Olym-
pics kicked off on July 27, 2012 to August 12, 2012 
in London, England. There were 204 nations pres-
ent at the Olympics and there were 302 events. 
The United States came out on top with 46 gold 
medals, 26 silver medals, and 29 bronze med-
als making our total count to 104 medals. The 
2012 Olympics was the closing of Michael Phelps 
swimming career, with 18 gold medals and an 
over all of 22 medals. Another  semi-major event 
that we were all focused at the end of 2012 was 
surviving the end of the world that the Mayans 
predicted for us.

There are always things that people love to 
remember, but there are also events people wished 

they could forget. With 2012 came many tragedies, 
like Hurricane Sandy. Sandy hit the East Coast with 

a record high 13-foot surge of seawater on Oct. 29, 
2012. Hurricane Sandy left 5.2 million people without 

electricity all across the East Coast. There were at least 
ten deaths blamed on Hurricane Sandy. Moving close to 

home, Oregon suffered from a shooting at the Clackamas 
Town Center killing Portland resident Cindy Yuille and West 

Linn resident Steven Forsyth. After that shooting it seemed like 
shootings started to unfold all across America. The shooting at 

Sandy Hook Elementary school was probably the most tragic killing 
27 schoolteachers and students. 

 2012 also brought the close to the Twilight Saga with 
the last movie the “Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2” 
hit theaters on Nov. 16, 2012 bringing in 141.3 million dol-
lars in it’s fi rst week. Not only was there an end to a movie 
saga, but there was also the start of a new one. “The Hun-
ger Games” shot into theaters March 12, 2012 raking in 
$500 million over all, and fans can expect to catch “The 
Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1” on Nov 21, 2014 and 
part two on Nov. 20, 2015 in theaters. 
  

What 2012 event was 
most memorable?

“I’m indiffer-
ent. I knew it 
wasn’t going 
to happen.”

-Junior
Maria

Mercado

2012
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Full of Choices good choice to read

ALEXA MEDIANO
staff reporter

Problems exist with technology sizes 

More action against rape

Professor shows ignorance

The Highlander
Is the Royal Baby 
receiving too much 
press? 

“It is crude for 
Tracy to minimize 
what the people of 
Sandy Hook went 
through.”

“Yes it is. Babies have 
been being born for 
centuries so an unborn 
fetus should not be a 
news story yet. If the 
unborn fetus did some-
thing news worthy then I 
would be willing to read 
it. However, it hasn’t even 
accomplished anything 
yet so therefore it is no 
better than any other 
fetuses.”

Kris Cavin
Camas, WA

 

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

 SERINA FASTHORSE
staff reporter

GABBY KUPFER
staff reporter

Media loom
over royal
baby in womb

 Florida Atlantic University 
professor James Tracy de-
cided that going on an unrea-
sonable rant about the Sandy 
Hook shooting being a con-
spiracy was the right way to 
deal with the traumatic event.

The Sandy Hook shooting 
where dozens of people, the 
majority of those people be-
ing children, were shot and 
kil lded, which was one of the 
more tragic experiences to 
face our nation lately. The 
people of Newtown, Connect-
icut have a lot of healing to 
do. The last thing they need 
is a man going around saying 
what happened to those young 
children and teachers was not 
real. It is crude for Tracy to 
minimize what the people of 
Sandy Hook went through. 

One of the worst parts 
of Tracy’s actions is that he 
accused president Barack 

Obama’s administration for 
cooking the whole incident 
in order to raise gun control 
awareness. I am the first to 
admit that the US Govern-
ment has its’ faults, however, 
to accuse an entire adminis-
tration of faking an event that 
caused so much devastation 
is cruel. Our entire nation is 
sti l l  mourning for the hoffif ic 
events of Sandy Hook, except 
Mr. Tracy of course. He must 
be blind to not see the com-
passion this country has for 
the people of Newtown, but 
he’s not showing any compas-
sion, at least none that I can 
see, based on is outlandish  
opinion. 

If this Florida professor 
really feels that this was a 
conspiracy, that is f ine, but at 
the same time he should real-
ize it is too soon to publicize 
his ridiculous opinion online. 

 
Since the day of the an-

nouncement on December 
3, 2012, the British royal 
family has been under a 
grotesque barrage of media 

attention and speculation about the unborn 
child of William and Kate, Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge (otherwise known as the second 
placeholders for the British Crown). It never 
ceases to amaze me how gluttonous the general 
public is about the lives and aspects of celebri-
ties, but a line must be drawn somewhere, and I 
believe that the onslaught needs to stop now.

The instant Prince William’s engagement 
to Kate Middleton went public in October of 
2010, the incessant whine of the media began 
to buzz around the couple. While Queen 
Elizabeth is always in the spotlight, her age 
gave her a shield from most of the global media 
concerning “hot news.” However, fresh blood 
is another matter entirely. Kate, Duchess of 
Cambridge, is now four months pregnant. If an 
average internet surfer wanted to know about 
any aspect of her pregnancy, she could utilize 
Google and instantly have enough predictions 
about the child to write a book. Experts are 
speculating about whether or not there will be 
twins, and if so, who’s in line for the throne? 
Will the child do well in school? And at the 
foremost of the rampage, the most important 
question on many minds,“What will the baby’s 
name be?!”

“Unbelievably” there are some who 
take it too far when digging for information. 
The famous case of the Australian radio hosts 
who duped Kate’s nurse into divulging all of 
the details of her hospital visit (due to severe 
morning sickness that set half of the world 
on edge) is disgusting. The worst part was 
that the nurse died a few days later (details 
aren’t being released). Fortunately, the DJ’s 
were suspended and their show cancelled, but 
when will the media madness fi nally come to 
a screeching halt?

As I was fl ipping through channels the 
other day, I watched in horrifi ed fascination 
as E! News spent their time slot on television 
spewing about the order of the throne would 
get shaken up if twins were born, what the 
baby may possibly look like according to some 
computer experts with too much time on their 
hands, and what they may name the baby. Wil-
liam assured Kate understood royal pressure, 
but having her subjects sell souvenir fi gurines 
of her pregnant? No thank you. 

Michael Twist’s book, 
Twist’s Tales Volume II: Full 
of Choices, the second in a 
series of four already published 
collection of short stories, is a 

conglomeration of 15 unique short stories fi lled 
with intriguing characters and scenarios. 

Ranging from cheery and uplifting in 
“Nearly Perfect,” a Writers’ Journal Award win-
ner which depicts a preteen boy’s summer day, to 
emotional, like “Ties That Bind,” a Tallahatchie 
RiverFest William Faulkner Literary Award win-
ner which shows the days before a student makes 
her inevitable move to another school; each story 
is short enough to fi nish within 15 minutes, with 
an occasional one stretching half an hour, provid-
ing a lamp to dispel the momentary boredom of 
a bus ride. 

“Three Stones” shows a young woman’s 
extreme attempt at becoming thin, chaining herself 
to a metal ball in the middle of a mountain lodge 
for the summer. The story evokes a sense of worry 
as Mary progresses through her ambitious dieting 

plan. From her violent breakdowns and chocolate 
binges, each page shows the diffi culty in break-
ing an addiction. Starting as a cheery story of a 
woman’s attempt to get fi t, the tone soon changes 
into a woman’s attempt to survive until the end of 
the summer.

“Tea in Chesapeake” shows an author’s 
morning ritual of walking along the beach in 
search of inspiration interrupted by his young 
daughter Lauren, who wants to go with him. 
Throughout their walk, Lauren asks questions. 
Sometimes random, sometimes deep, capturing 
the randomness of a nine-year-old’s thought 
process. Through Twist’s impeccable story tell-
ing, readers can feel Barry’s anxiousness as the 
questions go into Lauren’s background. Twist 
does an excellent job at portraying the emotions 
that accompany the paranoia of an adopted child’s 
wonderings of genetics.

Full of Choices, which has a fi ve-star rating 
on Amazon, does not disappoint, as clever writing 
and stunning diction permeate through its pages. 
Each story is straightforward, depicting a realistic 
scenario. Many of them are open ended, leaving 
readers to ponder about how the characters’ lives 
may continue after its end. Although, realistic 

fi ction may not be as popular as genres such as 
fantasy or adventure, and the tales aren’t as fast-
paced as teen novels, they have an alluring sense 
of pragmaticality, giving readers the experience 
of another person’s life as they make their own 
choices and walk their own paths.

Each story is completely unique, giving read-
ers a fresh new start after fi nishing each 15 minute 
tale. Full of Choices undoubtly beats its predeces-
sor, Twist’s Tales, as the depressing and emotional 
tales in the fi rst book are not as captivating as the 
choices that are made in Full of Choices.

The book, the second in a series of four al-
ready published, is a wondrous choice for readers 
wanting high lexile and concise stories as opposed 
to a dragged out storyline that stretches over book 
after book. Although concise, the tales evoke a full 
spectrum of emotions through Twist’s creative 
storytelling. Good plots, realistic characters, and 
varying situations are abundant through each 
story, fi lling up the few pages that each story takes, 
ensnaring readers in its magical pages.

Full of Choices is a very good choice that 
will not disappoint, and Twist’s creative tales and 
unique scenarios will keep readers pondering for 
days, wondering about what comes next. 

“It is crude for 
Tracy to minimize 
what the people of 
Sandy Hook went 
through.”

These 
True 
Thoughts...

Tierra Johansen There is an attitude in our country that suggests 
that thousands of rape victims a year is inevitable, 
but I disagree wholeheartedly. 

Endless amounts of people in our society have 
made it clear that rape is not a subject to be taken 

lightly, but I don’t think that much has been done to diminish the number 
who commit this despicable crime. 

In elementary school, my third grade class had a guest speaker. 
She discussed stranger danger, explained what to do when we were 
lost, and, of course, that we should never let anyone touch us inappro-
priately. Fast forward four years, my seventh grade physical education 
class was split by gender and two women teachers dedicated the entire 
period to showcasing tactics of self-defense against attacks to the girls 
in my class. More recently, in my dance class this year, the teacher set 
aside a day to allow us to see the fi lm Just Yell Fire, an informational 
movie about avoiding attacks and what to do if they happen. Although 
I think that all of these instances provided me with useful information, 
this isn’t the way we should go about lowering the number of sexual 
assaults that happens every year.

As a nation, it seems that we have accepted that there will always 
be rapists present in our population, but it’s time to change our thinking 
from “don’t get raped” to just plain “don’t rape.” Instilling good values 
in children at a young age is already common practice, so why not just 
add another moral to the list? Among the lessons like “sharing is caring”, 
“always tell the truth” and the golden rule, “treat others how you want 
to be treated.” Would it be diffi cult to present one more?

Telling women not to wear revealing clothing, to watch their 
drinking isn’t solving any problem. Let’s stop pretending that providing 
women with tips on how not to become a victim is solving the problem. 
We need to lower the number of rapes at the root of the problem.

Cell phones start-
ed  out big, but then got 
smaller, and are now for 
they are getting bigger 
for the worse. That blows 

my mind, and I am sure it blows many 
other people’s minds too.

Laptops were big, and are now get-
ting smaller. Products such as the  Apple 
iPad, the Kindle Fire Tablets, the Apple 
Macbooks, and any other electronic de-
vice consumers can think of, seem to be 
changing in size.

Mobile phones are meant to be small, 
and  they should be able to fit inside of 
almost any  pocket, but now, phones are 
geting so big they barely fit in a pocket.
Other phones similar to the Galaxy Note 
II from Samsung are bigger than some 

people’s hands and even need a stylus 
pen to navigate the touch screen. What 
happened to the little flip phones that 
didn’t have Internet, and the time when 
full keyboards didn’t exist? Technology is 
becoming too much, too fast. What is the 
point of having a cell phone so big that you 
have to carry around in its own traveling 
case inside a huge purse or a backpack? 
That defeats the purpose of having a small 
compact phone.

Before laptops were in demand, they 
were so big that you could mistake them 
for televisions. With technological ad-
vancements, laptops are becoming smaller 
and smaller, and even thinner, which is 
the opposite effect of what is happening 
to cell phones.  

What’s the point of having those tiny 
laptops if we are constantly afraid that 
anything you do your laptop will snap in 
half. The iPhone used to be this semi-thick 

phone and now with Apple’s new iPhone 
5 which is 112 grams, now to me I feel 
like it would break at the slightest drop. 
Therefore, when the phone is purchased, 
a case must be purchased with it. All of 
these facts are things a person should 
consider when looking for cell phones or 
laptops. Some of the Acer laptop buyers 
notice that the laptop freezes. 

It’s beyond me as to why anyone 
would even want to buy a phone that’s 
the size of a laptop. Phones of those sizes 
seems to be hard to text with just one hand, 
and like I already mentioned, it’s not very 
easy to store in places for the school day or 
at the work place. Technology keeps caus-
ing size changes, but what happens when 
the companies can’t think of anything else 
to improve on these devices? Hopefully, 
it won’t cause our cell phones and laptops 
to get thinner and thinner and larger and 
larger in size
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View on shootings changing
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Second Amendment in need of changes

Online joke 
taken too far 
for Bieber fans
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features editor

survey
says

DANIELLE BROWN
staff reporter

Warm Bodies not to be over-analyzed

Should the 
Second  Amendment 

be altered in any 
way?

t
Bluntly
Honest

Due to recent events with the shoot-
ing at Clackamas Town Center, Newtown 
Connecticut, and Aurora Colorado, this 
nation needs to come to the conclusion 
that the Second Amendment needs to be 
altered in a big way.

The Second Amendment states, “A 
well regulated militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, shall not 
be infringed.” We need to realize that the 
Second Amendment was adopted in 1791 
when military grade weapons that shoot 
off hundreds of rounds in a matter of min-
utes weren’t made. It makes absolutely 
no sense for civilians to have the right 
to get their hands on a semi-automatic 
like the Sandy Hook shooter used. Semi-
automatics belong on the battlefield and 
not in our streets. If the Second Amend-
ment was altered to only having a small 
handgun where it’s impossible to shoot 
that many rounds off, the families that 
lost their loved ones wouldn’t have had 

to say goodbye.
 “Guns require a finger to pull the 

trigger. The sad young man who did that 
in Newtown was clearly haunted by de-
mons and no gun law could have saved 
the children in Sandy Hook Elementary 
from his terror,” said Texas’ Governor Rick 
Perry in a response to Obama’s sweeping 
gun violence package. 

Here’s a thought: How about we as a 
nation don’t make it any easier for them 
by having those types of guns legal? No 
six-year-old should ever be terrified to 
go to school. Kids are writing letters to 
our president to stop gun violence, some 
stating that  it’s still not enough to make 
people believe that this country is in 
desperate need of a new Second Amend-
ment. It’s an outcry, and we need to set 
aside our differences and give these kids 
a fighting chance to live in a safe envi-
ronment, not looking over their shoulders 
wondering if it’s going to be their last day 
on this Earth. 

“...we need to set aside our 
difference and give these kids a 
fi ghting chance to live in a safe 

environment, and not  be looking 
over their shoulders wondering if 

it’s going to be their last day on 
this Earth.”

Readers wouldn’t judge a 
book by its cover, then why are 
movies being judged by their 
movie trailer?

On Feb. 1 a movie called 
Warm Bodies will hit the the-

aters and I am beyond excited for it, but for some 
reason, before the movie is even out, people are 
looking way too far into the story line. Warm 
Bodies is about a zombie who fi nds loves and it 
brings him back to life. When Nicholas Hoult, 
who plays R in Warm Bodies, lays his eyes on 
Teresa Palmer, who plays Julie, his heart starts 
to re-beat in his chest and he’s basically turning 
from a zombie to human because he’s falling in 
love with her. The more this zombie falls in love, 
the more he becomes human again, and I think 
this movie would be carefree and adorable.

Critics have been talking about how stupid 
it is going to be because it’s about a zombie get-
ting his life back by the power of love.  If critics 
are going to bash on a movie they haven’t seen, 

then don’t go and watch it. If viewers are into 
zombies and love stories, it’s the best of both 
worlds. Warm Bodies will be an exciting and 
eventful movie to watch. Critics are just looking 
too far into the story line, and not looking at what 
it is actually about.

Not one of the reviews online about the 
book turned into a fi lm was bad, so why were 
critics so open to the idea of the book and not 
the movie? Critics are overlooking the occasional 
chow down on humans, rather then looking too 
far into a zombie falling in love. This movie is 
supposed to be a simple, and fun-loving fi lm, 
but that is not what’s happening. Warm Bodies
is being blown way out of proportion. Seriously, 
it’s just a movie. 

Critics have been saying that Warm Bod-
ies will be just another Twilight type romance,  
but so what if it is, because the whole Twilight 
Saga took in millions of dollars. Warm Bodies
is simply a metaphor of what love can do to the 
human body and soul. It’s really not a big deal, 
critics are just over-analyzing things, and they 
just need chill out and go see what the movie is 
actually about. 

Perhaps it was my duty in 
this two-part column to wring 
some humor and history out of 
taxpayers’ Benjamins, sweat, 
and tears; time spent Youtube-

ing these isn’t much more of a waste than the 
money put into them.

5. Jim Slattery (D-KS): The trickle-down 
economics Slattery accused opposing Senate 
candidate Pat Roberts of is represented by a giant 
hosing ant-size citizens with a liquid curiously 
resembling urine. This is terrible. To be fair, I once 
feared that the bacteria in my toilet were starting 
a propaganda campaign that could only end in a 
Lysol gun to a three-story bacillus or my family’s 
absorption.

4. Christopher Knight (?-NC): The feds 
were “a cosmic bully,” and Knight was our 
only hope. This Rockingham County School 
Board candidate told himself this when he 
decided to wield a lightsaber for his ad. The 
Death Star’s planet-destroying super-laser 
destroys...a farmhouse. Maybe this subterranean-
budget Empire powered their weapon with 
near-dead Duracells from Vader’s boombox.
 3. Mike Gravel (Lib-AK): After looking into 
the camera at a lake, Gravel heaves a rock into 

the water and leaves. That’s so cryptic, it makes 
David Lynch look like Redwall. This makes the 
list because the director apparently thought he was 
Stanley Kubrick. Gravel’s look into the camera is a 
70-second stare, and the 85-second lakeside stroll 
embodies 2001: A Space Odyssey’s I-could-play-
this-at-280%-speed-and-it-would-be-slow vibe.

2. Dale Peterson (R-AL): “I’ve been a farmer, 
a businessman, a cop, a marine during Vietnam, 
so listen up!” (Politics isn’t even this simple in 
the Sims!) “...And what are my opponents doing 
about it? Stealing yard signs in the night from 
my supporters!” (That last sentence was epic - 
who is this, Faulkner?) “[whips out rifl e] We’re 
Republicans—we should be better than that!” (If 
Phil Hartman was still around, he could return to 
SNL as Peterson. Tina as Palin, Poehler as Mrs. 
Clinton...golden!)

1. Anti-Tom Campbell (R-CA) A.K.A. 
“Demon Sheep”: This three-minute opus runs 
on Biblical allusions, a corny acronym, and a 
Morgan Freeman-soundalike for two-thirds of 
its running time. Then, there’s the payoff; a man 
donning wool, a terrible mask, and gnarly red eye 
wobbles around smelling livestock. Somewhere 
in between Wagner, Monty Python, and a Dollar 
Tree Peter Jackson wannabe, “Demon Sheep” is 
a punchline far before it reaches its (anti?)climax. 
Now, I’ve heard of mashups with “Sheep” by Pink 
Floyd, and I would pay taxes for that.

“Trolls” on the Inter-
net took things a step too 
far with their “Cut For 
Bieber” prank.

Recently, 4chan, a 
website known for purposely going around 
and making people angry online or play-
ing pranks, started a hashtag campaign on 
social networking website Twitter called 
#CutForBieber or #CuttingForBieber in 
response to the release of photos showing 
Justin Bieber smoking marijuana. The cam-
paign results in fans slashing their wrists, 
taking pictures of the wounds, and posting 
them on Twitter in an attempt to stop Bieber 
from using drugs.

The number of fans who followed 
through with cutting themselves was small, 
but that does not justify what 4chan did. 
Under no circumstance is it at all accept-
able to joke about self-harm, let alone con-
vince a celebrity’s naïve, adoring fans to do 
it in an act of protest. There are many kids, 
teenagers, and adults alike who cut or abuse 
their own body in some way, and starting 
a fake campaign like #CutForBieber just 
for kicks and giggles is an outstandingly 
insensitive and dimwitted move to make.

Not only did it infuriate me to see 
what 4chan did, but it was also extremely 
frustrating to see so many other internet 
users say that any Bieber fan who partici-
pated in #CutForBieber deserved to bleed 
or that they hoped these fans cut too deep 
and died. Those who took part in the protest 
were young and impressionable. They did 
not know any better and do not deserve 
the obscene amount of ridicule they have 
received.

Whatever happened to innocent and 
harmless jokes online? When did internet 
users begin to take these pranks to such 
a drastic and dangerous level? I have 
never been an advocate for parents being 
involved in what their children do on the 
Internet, but if #CutForBieber has proven 
anything, it has proven that maybe Internet 
monitoring is necessary after all.

 Everyday there’s a 
shooting, murder, or car ac-
cident, and over the years it 
seems like citizens are car-
ing less and less, and that’s 

just sad when our world has come to the point 
where tragic events are considered normal.
 Years ago, whenever something tragic 
happened like a shooting, it would be con-
sidered a big deal and many citizens would 
care. Like today, it would be all over the news 
and talked about by many. As years go by the 
number of killings have gone up rapidly, but 
the sympathy citizens should be giving to 
those victims has gone down. Its been hap-
pening so often to the point where it’s looked 
at as “just another killing.” It doesn’t make 
any sense that citizens are caring less about 
situations like these just because it happens 
more often; if anything they should care 
more.
 This world has come to more murders 
than ever. There seems to be a shooting 
almost every night, and that forces citizens 

to be scared when alone at night, and that is 
not okay. Why don’t we, as a nation, stand 
together and do something about all of this?
  It’s ridiculous how I can watch the news 
and there is almost always a new killing men-
tioned, and it seems like citizens are saying is, 
“oh, another shooting, no big deal.” Actually, 
it is a big deal, but they just aren’t taking 
the time to think about how harsh it is just 
because it’s not affecting them personally.
 As a nation it’s coming to a point where 
these tragic events are as common as eating 
a meal. It’s different when those who are not 
caring are on the other side of the fence, but 
no matter what happens there will always be 
that person on that side of the fence saying, 
“big deal.” If they all knew the amount daily 
that were being killed or assaulted would they 
have more sympathy? With a population of 
311,591,917 in the U.S., the total amount 
of murder rates of 2012 was 14,612, while 
there were 83,425 rape rates. Robbery rates 
were at 354,396 and assaults were at 751,131. 
In Oregon, out of 100 being the safest city, 
Portland fell under seven out of 100, meaning 
the rainy city isn’t as safe as many thought. 
Think about that.

“It should be altered 
to where they have to 
be responsible and if 
the gun is locked up, 
then they should be 
able to use the gun.”
- Senior
Phillip Kelso

“I don’t think it should 
change. People should 
be able to bare arms if 
they want to, because 
that would leave them 
defenseless.”
-Freshman
Mahlet Alemayohu

“I don’t believe it 
should be altered 
because if you make it 
illegal then bad people 
will still use the them 
and the good people 
will be left defense-
less.”
-Sophomore
Hunter Davis

“It should be altered, 
but in the amount of 
security, not in the 
right to bare arms.”
-Freshman 
Sebastion Precup

Jazzmen Griffi n



Boys lock out Raiders in third
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Girls’ swimming remains undefeated
Senior Samson Ebukam goes in for a layup against the Raiders during the 
boys’ basketball team’s Jan. 24 home victory. The boys’ next home game 
will be against Central Catholic on Feb. 2                 Photo by Hunter Holmes
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“He was 
ahead of the 
game even in 
elementary 
school...”

“He was 
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game even in 
elementary 
school...”
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Margo Rutledge
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Varsity cheer takes fourth

HUNTER HOLMES
staff reporter

Looking ahead 
to spring sports

The next Jordan
Parker’s skills even further, and 
he will more than likely play a star 
role on the already prestigious 
basketball team while doing so. 
 Parker, of course, wont lose 
root in his strong belief in the 
Church of Latter-Day Saints. In 
fact, one of the reasons Park-
er chose Duke over any other 
school that has thrown incredible 
amounts of money and scholar-
ships his way is Duke’s fl exibility 
and willingness to allow Parker to 
go on a missionary when the time 
comes. 
      It is good to see an outstand-
ing athlete with his feet on the 
ground.

 With spring sports coming 
up within the next month, 
it’s time for  athletes to start 
thinking of fees and physicals, 
and probably some much 
needed mental preparation.
All sports come with a basic 
$100 fee, and tryouts will 
begin the week of Feb. 25. 
Every athlete is required to 
have an updated physical 
before participation will be 
allowed.
 While thinking about 
upcoming spring sports, take 
the time to congratulate the 
athletes participating in winter 
sports as well. 
 The boys’ basketball team 
is third in conference with a 
7-9 record, while the girls’ 
basketball team is sixth in 
conference with a record of 
6-10.
 The wrestling team is 
holding on to its impressive 
undefeated record, and took 
first place at the Coast Classics 
tournament  Jan. 18 and 19 
against every 6a school in the 
state.
 The girls’ swimming team 
is also undefeated while the 
boys’ swimming team has 
fallen in only two meets.

 Senior basketball prodigy 
Jabari Parker of Simeon high 
school in Chicago, Illinois is un-
doubtedly on the path to being 
the next Michael Jordan, if not 
better. 
 Parker, who began receiving 
college scholarship offers as early 
as his freshman year, possesses 
the most raw talent observed in a 
high school basketball player in, 
well, ever. He was ahead of the 
game even in elementary school, 
making an eighth-grade team as 
a fourth grader.  
 A few seasons at Duke, 
which he has recently committed 
to attending will surely  improve 

 The varsity boys’ basketball 
team cinched a 15 point win over 
the Reynolds Raiders, 71-56, Jan. 
24, due to a strong start and a big 
lead gained in the third period.
 The fi rst period started 
off with four points scored by 
senior guard Kaden Speer, who 
continued to make impressive 
shots throughout the game. 
After multiple rebounds, junior 
forward Sirgio Palmore secured 
an impressive layup. A downfi eld 
rush by senior guard Aieckelson 
Samuel and a one-point and two-
point free throw fi nished off the 
fi rst period 15-12, Scots. 
 Tied at the start of the second 
period, Speer again made tracks 
with two half-court shots, and a 
jump layup. Sophomore guard 
Lamariea Taylor also made an fast 
layup from the side. The period 
progressed with the Scots making 
a lot of bold rushes downfi eld, 
netting them many consecutive 
points. Halftime came with the 
Scots ahead 34-23. 
 A layup by senior forward 
Nick Koza began the third period. 
Two more layups by junior 

guard Andre 
Reasno and a 
half-court shot 
by sophomore 
forward Hunter 
Davis concluded 
the third period, 
Scots 52-40.
 The fi nal period 
began with a 
layup by Koza.
Palmore  made 
3 layups this 
period; Taylor 
made another 
half-court shot, 
and the Scots 
began a long 

series of free-throws due to 
frequent fouls by Reynolds. 
Palmore fi nished the game by 
sinking two free throws. The 
game ended with a Scots victory, 
71-56.
 “We’re happy with the 
outcome,” said coach Chad 
Reeves. “We were solid downfi eld 
[on defense.] If we were more 
together, we could have locked 
them out a lot earlier.” On the 
frequent fouls in the fi rst and 
later periods, “There were a lot 
of silly fouls [that didn’t need to 
happen.]”

PALMORE

 The girls’ swim team defeated 
the Barlow Bruins in a home meet on 
Thurs. Dec. 17.
 First, in the 200 meter relay 
David Douglas teams “A”, “B”, and 
“C” came in fi rst, second, and third  
with times of 2:11.05, 2:15.60, and 
2:32.21. 
 In the 200 meter free, sophomore 
Brynne Merkely came in second with 
a time of 2:27.43.
 Senior Alice Ochs placed second 
in the 200 meter IM with 2:35.41. 
 In the 50 meter free, senior 
Janessa Dyk came in fi rst at 28.79  
 In the 100 meter butterfl y, senior 
Megan Bier came in fi rst at 1:09.34 
Followed closely by junior Hao 
Nguyen.

 Sophomore Pamela Kennedy 
and Merkely placed fi rst and second 
in the 100 meter free with times of 
1:05.75 and 1:08.89.
 In the 400 meter free freshman 
Elizabeth Fryer placed fi rst with a 
time of 4:51.13.
 In the 200 meter freestyle relay, 
scots’ teams “A” and “B” placed 
fi rst and second with close times of 
1:57.07 and 2:02.44.  
 Nissen and senior Shelby 
Thomas placed fi rst and second in 
the 100 meter backstroke with times 
of 1:14.68 and 1:19.30.
 In the 100 meter breaststroke 
Senior Alyssa Nguyen placed second  
at 1:29.01 
 Lastly, teams “A” and “B” 
took fi rst and second in the 400 
meter freestyle relay at 4:20.20 and 
4:25.23.

 The varsity and junior varsity 
cheerleaders competed in a 
competition on Saturday, Jan. 12 at 
Clackamas High School in which 
the varsity cheerleaders took fourth 
and the JV cheerleaders took third.
 The varsity cheerleaders took 
fourth place at the competition 
while the Sunset Knights took fi rst 
place with two added end counts. 
The Westview Wildcats took 
second and the Aloha Warriors took 
third place. 
 “It was a very exciting 
competition,” said sophomore 
varsity cheerleader Eva Wong. “I 
feel like we did a good job even 
though we placed fourth. I’m proud 
of our team, they’re the best group 
of girls ever and I wouldn’t replace 
them for the world, TTO.”
 The JV Scots took third place at 

the competition. They did not suffer  
any deductions, but 10 seconds into 
their routine, a cheerleader landed 
on another’s leg, injuring her. The 
scots then performed their full 
routine later on in the competition 
with missing teammates. The JV 
wildcats took fi rst place, while the 
Crescent Valley Raiders fi nished in 
second.
 “The competition was very 
hectic and everyone was anxious 
as always,” said sophomore junior  
JV cheerleader Marnasha Folwkes. 
“The fi rst time performing wasn’t 
so great so we performed later 
on and everything was perfect. 
Our acronym F2A2 sure kept us 
motivated.”
 “It takes a lot of hard work and 
lots of hours of practice, said junior 
varsity cheerleader Rosemary 
Nguyen, “the competition is pretty 
tough this year but our enemy is 
Clackamas.”

SPEER
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Boys take first in Oregon Wrestling Classics

DANIELLE BROWN
staff reporter
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Defense costs girls’ basketball home win

RECORDS

TYLER JONES
SWIMMING

LINDSAY CARSON
SWIMMING

MEDINA CERIC
 staff reporter

B. SWIMMING  2-2
G. SWIMMING  5-0      
B. BASKETBALL 5-7
G. BASKETBALL 4-8
WRESTLING  25-0

B. SWIMMING:         G. SWIMMING:      
1. CCHS 1. DDHS
2. BHS 2. SMA
3. GHS 3. CCHS      
                         
B. BASKETBALL:       G. BASKETBALL:
1. CCHS 1. CCHS
2. BHS 2. SMA 
3. DDHS 3. BHS 

WRESTLING:
1. DDHS
2. GHS
3. CHS                  
   

HIGHLANDER’S
PLAYERS
OF THE
MONTH

JV 

Casha Bynum and Sydni Dalton on defense for Douglas at the girls’ home game 
against Centennial Jan. 29 in the south gym.     Photo by Margo Rutledge

TIERRA JOHANSEN
opinions editor

The wrestling team, with coach Ron Holyoak at far left, holding their first place tro-
phy for Oregon Wrestling Classics in Redmond Oregon       Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

	 The	wrestling	team	took	first	
place at the annual Oregon Wres-
tling Classic tournament against 
the entire 6a district on Jan. 18 and 
19. 
 It was a two-day tournament in 
Redmond,	Oregon.	The	first	day	the	
team wrestled Thurston, McNary, 
and Clackamas high schools. The 
first	dual	was	against	Clackamas,	
and we beat them with over four 
times the  their score. Team points 
ended with 57 for David Douglas 
and 12 for Clackamas. The second 
dual was also completed with a 
dual against Thurston, but it was 
a closer score. David Douglas had 
50 points, while Thurston had 19 
points.	The	last	dual	of	the	first	day	
was with McNary High School, 
and we beat them with 30 points 

with 48 to 18. 
 The second day 
was  wres t l i ng 
in the finals. In 
the	 quarter	 finals	
we went against 
West Linn High 
School and won 
with a score of 

56	to	12.	The	semifinals	were	us	
against Hillsboro High School, 
and we won by 10 points with a 
score	of	39	to	29.	The	finals	dual	
was against Crater High school, 
and the closest dual of the night. 
Sophomore 106 pound Andrew 
Curry won against Mike Mackey 
in the only match that went into 
overtime. We defeated Crater by 
four. 
 “I feel like we wrestled hard 
and pushed the pace for six min-
utes on the mat,” said senior 195 
pound Ihoghama Odighizuwa. 

College 
&

Trade Show
February 16

3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
David Douglas High School 

North Cafeteria
Stop by Room 120 

for more information

CURRY

 The boys’ swim team lost the  
swim meet against Sam Barlow on 
Jan. 17.
 In the 200 meter medley relay, 
team	A	placed	first	with	a	 time	of	
2:06.15. Team B placed third with a 
time of 2:28.92, and team C placed  
fifth	with	a	time	of	2:49.76.	
 In the 200 meter freestyle, se-
nior Raymond Miller placed second 
with 2:11.86, senior Wiley Wolfe 
placed	fifth	with	2:31.90.	and	fresh-
man Steven Black placed sixth with 
3:04.09. 
 In the 200 meter IM, junior Sam 
Redwine-Hixson placed second with 
2:37.20,	junior	Noah	Kirk	placed	fifth	
with 3:02.24, and freshman Brendon 
Todd placed sixth with 3:11.38. 
 In the 50 meter freestyle, junior 
Lucky	Le	placed	first	with	25.65,	
sophomore Bryan Huynh placed 
third with 30.78, and senior Andrew 
Capatina placed fourth with 30.97.
	 In	the	100	meter	butterfly,	Miller	
placed second with 1:04.88, junior 
Phillip L’Esperance placed third with 

1:15.02 and fresh-
man Mason Quick 
placed sixth with 
1:40.83. 
 In the 100 meter 
freestyle, Le placed 
first	with	57.60	and	
Miller placed sec-
ond with 58.62. 
 In the 400 meter 

freestyle, Redwine-Hixson placed 
second with 4:44.55, Kirk placed 
fourth with 5:34.54, and Wolfe placed 
sixth with 5:38.50. 
 In the 200 meter freestyle relay, 
team A placed second, team B placed 
fourth, and team C placed sixth.
 In the 100 meter backstroke, 
Miller	placed	first	with	1:08.73.	Todd	
placed	fifth	with	1:29.28	and	fresh-
man Izaya Owotor placed  sixth with 
1:39.35. 
 In the 100 meter breaststroke, 
L’Esperance	placed	first	with	1:22.96	
followed by Huynh in second with 
1:26.99, and senior Nate Tran in sixth 
with 1:40.08. 
 In the 400 meter freestyle relay, 
team	A	placed	first	and	team	B	placed	
in fourth.

Unorganized Douglas defense 
allowed the Centennial Eagles to 
beat the Scots at home, 51-35 on 
Jan. 29.

Winning the t ip off was 
6-foot-3 freshman center Gennah 
Schoen, starting the game on a 
positive note. Schoen also scored 
the	first	point	putting	Douglas	on	
the board. Centennial was show-
ing solid passing throughout the 
first	 quarter,	 but	Douglas	 stayed	
on their heels. Schoen also had 
two	rebounds	in	the	first	quarter.	
With one impressive three pointer 
and two pointer, 5-foot-3 fresh-
man guard Sydni Dalton, put 
Douglas at 8-12 at the end of the 
first	period.	
 Douglas was lacking in de-
fense at the start of the second pe-
riod but had strong passing. Mak-
ing the second three pointer for 

Douglas, 5-foot-8 senior guard/
forward Mercede Johnson, making 
the score 15-20. Shortly followed 
by 5-foot-3 senior guard/forward 
Morgan Whitcomb making a two 
pointer, her first points of the 
game, putting Douglas at 17-25 
before halftime. 
 In periods three and four 
Dalton scored a total of 13 points. 
Centennial was increasing their 
intensity and taking all of the 
shots they could get. Centennial 
was also making solid passes that 
Douglas had trouble interfering 
with. After Johnson was fouled, 
she took her two free throws, and 
made both, only to result in the 
referee taking one away. Question-
able calls against Douglas also 
broke the girls’ concentration.
 “We played better than the 
last few games, but we made too 
many mental mistakes, and they 
capitalized on them,” said coach 
Mike Costello.

REDWINE- 
HIXON
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District teacher published

Giving Tree collects 110 gifts

Alternatives exist for grads
Black and white Starlight night 

 Alice Ott Middle School teacher and author 
Michael Twist has published fi ve short story col-
lections that are available on Amazon, digitally 
and in print. 
 With today’s technology, anyone with a 
computer can become a published author, but few 
can sell the books they publish. Twist decided to 
self-publish through Amazon after gaining con-
fi dence from the results of his contest entries. 
 “I am convinced that selling books is all 
about putting quality work out there and letting 
reviews and word of mouth carry it from there,” 
said Twist.
  In 2011, Twist won the William 
Faulkner RiverFest Literary Competition. In 2012, 
Twist placed two stories, “Tea In Chesapeake” and 

“Dear John,” in the fi nals of the Thomas Wolfe 
Fiction prize sponsored by the North Carolina 
Writers’ Network, as well as making the fi nals 
in the Press 53 Open Awards Competition with 
his short story “Out on a Limb.” Twist’s Micro-
fi ction, a term used to describe stories with short 
word counts, often 500 words or less, has been 
short-listed multiple times in the Flash 500 com-
petitions in the UK. 
 In addition to micro-fi ction, Twist took 45 
days to fi nish the rough draft and three months 
to edit his fi rst novel, which is currently under 
review. His fi rst attempts at writing novels in his 
early 20s led Twist to shelve his efforts after nearly 
50 pages. 
 “In terms of inspiration, I received a lot of 
encouragement over the years from students who 
liked some of the stories I shared with them,” said 
Twist.

More Oregon schools are looking 
for alternative ways to provide diplomas 
to potential graduates, including alter-
native high school Fir Ridge.

Many alternative schools don’t have 
the same graduation requirements as a 
regular high school and offer alternative 
ways to earn credits. The diplomas from 
an alternative school are modified, and 
may not be accepted by formal institu-

tions and certain military branches.
Several factors can contribute to a 

student being transfered to an alterna-
tive high school, including behavioral 
problems, consistently low grades, and 
poor attendence. 

Prior to being designated as Fir 
Ridge, the David Douglas District 
Alternative High School was called 
AIM, and was located near Ron Russell 
Middle School.

Although alternative, Fir Ridge has 
its own graduation ceremony.

 The giving tree was a success again 
this year collecting 110 gifts.
 Many students noticed the Christmas 
tree in the north cafeteria, which had or-
naments with a age and gender of a child 
that gifts were being donated too. DDHS 
had a goal to beat the number of gifts col-
lected last year. The previous year DDHS 
collected 60 toys, and 32 the year before. 
David Douglas donated a large variety of 

toys ranging from teddy bears to CD’s. A 
teddy bear was also donate with a note tell-
ing the child who received it that it had no 
name and that they should name him. 
 DDHS was amongst other businesses 
and organizations that participated, includ-
ing Toys “R” Us, Build-A-Bear, and Lego.  
The mission of the Toys For Tots, run by 
the U.S Marine Corps Reserve, is to col-
lect and distribute a large number of gifts to 
less fortunate children. They want to give 
children the opportunity to experience the 
joy of Christmas who other wise wouldn’t.

VICTORIA SOTO
SANDY HOOK

FIRST GRADE TEACHER

taken for Dec. 20 to ensure student 
safety while on campus. DDHS is 
proactive about school safety and is 
the only school in Oregon that has two 
Portland Police officers on campus 
everyday.

“The best thing we can do to 
keep you guys safe is to continue to 
be aware of who’s on our campus,” 
said security officer Wayne Snoderly. 
“Shootings and threats often heighten 
everyone’s awareness of who’s around 
them.”

Last May a $49.5 million bond 
measure was passed that has allowed 
the district to install security cameras 
throughout district buildings, which 
will be completed this winter. DDHS 
resource officers train staff to be 
prepared for any threats in and around 
the school. 

“We do everything in our power 
for you guys to have the opportunity 
to learn without worrying about your 
safety,” said Portland Police Officer 
Del Stroh.

Alice Ott Middle School eighth grade teacher Michael Twist has published  fi ve books  of short 
fi ction in the last few years. His books have received critical acclaim.     Photo courtesy michael-twist.com

Fir Ridge campus, formerly AIM, offers many high school students an alternative setting 
and an alternative curriculum toward graduation.                           Photo by Gabby Kupfer

Film festival 
coming to PCC

 The Portland Community 
College is holding their 23rd annual 
Cascade Festival of African Films 
from Feb. 1 to March 2. 
 The festival features “Africa 
through African eyes,” and is free 
and open to the public. The festival 
takes place at the Hollywood Theater 
and at PCC.

SUN
Winter Session
Starts Jan. 28
Sign up in the  main offi ce 

or room 121

Open Everyday 
7:30am - 3:00pm

Except during Late Lunch
in Room 180

Scots Center 

 “Starlight Night” themed winter for-
mal that lasted from 8-11 p.m. was held 
in the north gym on Jan 26.
 Chaperones that included teachers 
and faculty monitored the dance, and also 
served the traditional water, punch, and 
cookies to students in the east balcony. 
There were also  multiple sitting areas 
for students to sit and  a place where stu-
dents could put away their coats, bags, 
or any other belongings they had. Photos 
were taken in the west balcony, while the 
main dance floor was set up in the main 
gym.

 Student council decorated the main 
gym with alternating black and white cur-
tains and a low hung ceiling that show-
cased the moon and stars, and glowed in 
the black light used by the DJs. 
 Along the side of the of the curtains, 
there were multiple lanterns with stars 
cut out with little fake candles under-
neath them to light up the way for the 
students on their way into the dance. Stu-
dents were encouraged to dress semi-for-
mal and to wear black and white. There 
were also small black lights along the 
side of curtains on the main dance floor, 
which  made the students that wore white 
glow on the dance floor to truly match 
the “Starlight” theme of the night.
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