
        

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

Certifi ed Constructional Assistant Janet Linstead gave free haircuts at Fir Ridge’s ninth annual Fir Ridge 
Family Fun Festival, which took place on Dec. 11.                                      Photo by Cassidy Bean and Margo Rutledge

CAMEREN LEE
news editor

Japanese Club serving frozen yogurt

See JAPANESE CLUB Page 12
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Fir Ridge festival a cut above

Campus 
thefts on 
the rise

Theft has always been a 
school problem, but the increased 
thefts around Portland schools 
are keeping Portland  Police on 
their toes.

David Douglas, Portland 
Public, Reynolds, and Gresh-
am Barlow districts are losing 
computers, while teachers and 
students have reported stolen 
iPads, iPods, phones, and other 
electronic devices. Thieves are 
posing as parents, guardians, and 
students. Some thefts are even by 
parents, guardians, and students 
themselves. Many are even 
wearing visitor’s tags, making 
security even more diffi cult. 

Fortunately, there has been 
success in recovering stolen 
property. Most schools take 
time to record serial numbers, 
which both relieves tracking 
and logging difficulties and 
greatly increases the chance of 
legitimizing a claim to the stolen 
goods once recovered. When 
arrests are made, theft rates tend 
to decrease temporarily. Some 
of these cases have  also been 
considered felonies, counting 
as burglaries. There are pros-
ecutions and possible jail time 
involved, and reports may shed 
light on multiple counts pointing 
to a single person.

“All of these are, at mini-
mum, a major theft,” said Port-
land Police offi cer Steve Mor-
inville.

 The Third Annual Multnomah County Home-
less Awareness day was on Nov. 16. Multnomah 
County homeless shelters open when the weather 
gets chillier, according to the Havurah Shalom 
website. 
 Certifi ed Constructional Assistant Janet Lin-
stead has been a hairstylist for over 30 years, and 
helped out at this year’s ninth Annual Fir Ridge 
Family Fun Festival. During the festival, students 
and their families learned about resources and how 
to get assistance if needed. This was Linstead’s fi rst 
time going to Fir Ridge, but she used to help Mid-
county in the mid 90’s. During that time, she gave 
free haircuts and backpacks full of school supplies 
for the new school year to kindergarteners.

 “Time will be limited, but I will help when I 
can.” Linstead said. 
 The fair ran from 3-7:30 p.m. During this event, 
she brought all of her supplies. All she asked for 
was a chair and a broom or vacuum to clean up the 
hair.
 There are eight homeless shelters in Multnomah 
County. They provide food, shelter, and warmth.  
 “I am grateful,” said Linstead. “If I can help 
them, I will. It warms my heart.” 
 Linstead doesn’t have any help with this event 
and described it as a “one man show.”
 “There will be obstacles that come your way, 
but just go past them,” said Linstead. 
 According to the OregonLive website, 
Multnomah County homelessness has increased 
eight percent in the last three years.

ALEXA MEDIANO
staff reporter

Permission to operate a fro-
zen yogurt machine during lunch 
and school events for fundraising 
purposes was granted, and a school 
rendition of the Korean variety show, 
“Running Man,” was hosted by 
the Japanese Club, which meets on 
Thursdays after school in room 220, 
on Nov. 29.

The frozen yogurt machine, 
which will serve vanilla yogurt with 
the option of fresh fruit as condi-
ments, was donated by an anony-

mous Japanese Club member after it 
gained approval from both school and 
district administration. 

“We will charge roughly $3 per 
eight ounce serving without condi-
ments,” said Japanese Club vice presi-
dent Hanston Nguyen. “This is roughly 
25 percent cheaper than what is found at 
your average frozen yogurt shop.”

 The machine will be operated in 
hallways near the north cafeteria during 
both lunches and near the sports venues 
during sporting events by Japanese Club 
members with food handler’s cards.

“We place food safety at the utmost 
importance,” said Nguyen.

The frozen yogurt must meet the 
nutritional requirements set in House 
Bill 2650, including having less than 
35 percent fat and less than 200 total 
calories.

“Frozen yogurt, unlike ice cream, 
is low in fat and calories, meeting all the 
nutrition requirements,” said Nguyen.

Japanese Club offi cers organized 
a school rendition of “Running Man” 
throughout the south building on Nov. 
29, complete with fi ve challenges. Us-
ing Skype, Japanese Club members 
filmed the challenges and sent live 
footage to viewers in room 220. The 
footage was also collected, edited, and 

will be uploaded onto YouTube.
The teams consisted of 10 volun-

teers split into two groups. Both teams 
received fi ve clues to aid them in the 
fi rst challenge, a scavenger hunt in a 
race to fi nd fi ve black envelopes hidden 
throughout the south building. The blue 
team won and went fi rst in the second 
challenge, which consisted of two team-
mates wearing headphones playing loud 
music. Unable to hear outside sounds, 
one teammate read questions while 
another read answers from a sheet of 

This holiday season
let The Highlander
help you take advantage of 
the best shopping deals.

Girls’ basketball
defeats Jefferson 
at home, 47-39.

Boys’ basketball 
falls by 18 to 
Lincoln, and the team 
starts the season 1-3.

•Gave $100 boots 
to homeless man
•New York City 
Police Offi cer
•Subject of 
Internet sensation 
photo

11

Merry Christmas! Happy Kwanzaa! Happy Hanukka! From The Highlander staff!

Highlander

Coco the chimp 
passes away, 
affecting students and 
staff who knew her well.
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Lincoln, and the team 
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Vandalism still plagues restrooms

Scots Auto continues tradition of excellence
MEDINA CERIC
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Blood drive
meets goal
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Science enrichment offered after school
Benjamin Ramusovic (left) and Miguel Jimenez (right) both scots auto student work diligently on a 
project                                                             Photo by Tierra Johansen

The boys restroom located in the science hallway has been closed for the second time this year due to vandalism including 
toilet paper shoved down the toilet  causing sink floods.                                       Photo by Tierra Johansen

David Douglas students and 
staff saved a potential 288 lives as 
a result of the fall blood drive, held 
in the south gym on Nov. 1. 

Sign ups for the blood 
drive started in November with 
sign up sheets in the main office 
and with health occupation 
students. Registration was open to 
participants age 17 and up or age 
16 with parental consent forms. 
There are height and weight 
requirements for both male and 
females.

The event was organized 
by health and physical education 
teacher Kelly Holboke, assisted 
by health teachers Jeff Centoni 
and Angela Nurre. On the day of 
the blood drive, several students 
volunteered to assist with checking 
students in, providing food, and 
accompanying them while they 
were donating.

Achieving their goal, the 
blood drive collected 96 pints of 
blood. This blood goes through 
a testing process that ensures 
it is free of disease and is then 
shipped to wherever it is needed. 
Each pint collected can save up 
to three people. In the United 
States alone, there is a person in 
need of blood every two seconds; 
more than 44,000 blood donations 
are required daily to meet this 
demand. 

The process of donation is 
relatively easy. Most people report 
a good feeling that follows. If a 
donor started giving blood at 17 
and donated every two months 
until the age of 76, they would 
have donated enough blood to 
save a potential of 1,000 lives.

The next blood drive 
scheduled to take place at David 
Douglas will occur in the spring.

“I think that the blood 
drive was a great success,” said 
coordinator Kelly Holboke. “It’s 
nice to see kids that really want to 
give. Some get very upset when 
they are deferred, so they aren’t 
there just to skip class.”

 

 The science, math hall, and 
south building bathrooms have been 
vandalized over the past couple of 
weeks.
 It’s only December and bathroom 
vandalism has already taken its toll on 
David Douglas with graffiti in the south, 
the destruction of paper towels and 
toilet paper in the science hall, and feces 
smeared on the wall in the boys math 
hall bathroom. Questions are raised as 
to who’s doing it and why. 
 “I think students are getting too 
comfortable and finding a way to get 
out of their classes maybe because 
they aren’t doing well in their classes 
or maybe because they just want 
something to do,” said security guard 
Wayne Snoderly.
 Head custodian Ron Johnson 
thinks two or three specific people 
are responsible for this wrong doing 
and already caught three suspects; he 

wonders what it will take to stop it. 
Both of the science hall bathrooms 
were vandalized before Thanksgiving 
break and reopened afterwards, but 
were closed once again because of toilet 
paper being shoved down the toilet 
and sinks causing floods, destruction 
of the paper towel holders and soap 
dispensers, and some graffiti with 
vulgar language. Most of the students 
who are responsible for vandalism in 
the bathrooms tend to be boys.
 “Hopefully the students at David 
Douglas get an idea or realize how 
ridiculous and unnecessary vandalizing 
the bathrooms is when they have to 
walk all over campus in order to find 
one that’s not closed due to damage,” 
said Johnson.
 It would cost over 1,000 dollars to 
fix all of the damage in the vandalized 
bathrooms around the school and David 
Douglas still wouldn’t be able to replace 
everything because of low budgets. 
As of Dec. 17, the boys’ science hall 
bathroom is still closed.

Currently, in Scots Auto the 19 advanced senior students 
are working on a variety of projects from turning an electric 
pocket bike into a gas powered bike, replacing and improving 
their own vehicles, and providing services for district 
employees and community members. Also the students do oil 
changes, dismounting and mounting of tires, balancing tires, 
ac refrigerant recharge, and scan tool diagnostics.

Amanda Burns is the only teacher and also has a retired 
gentleman by the name of Jim Davis that volunteers in the 
shop to help with all the projects as well. Scots Auto is open to 
appointments usually a couple times a month and anyone can 
email Burns to schedule an appointment at any time. 

The plan this year for Scots Auto is to give students hands 
on knowledge of working in a shop and different scenarios 
and problems that might arise. Also, to teach them how to 
perform different tasks that might be expected of them when 
they leave the high school and go out into the mechanic work 
force. After winter break Scots Auto is going to try and do 
some auto body repair, which will be a new unit for the class 
this year. A car show will be held in early spring, and a few 
students will be competing in the SkillsUSA Auto Service 
Technology competition in spring as well.

When it comes to funding, Scots Auto funds themselves 
by charging for the repairs and services offered. Scots Auto 
also get community support for various clubs and businesses 
because it is a good program to be offering high school 
students. 

“I am very thankful for getting to work with such a talented 
group of students,” said Burns. “The automotive field is ever 
changing and with all the laws passing and people looking 
to become greener and more economical a lot of changes 
are going to be taking place in the field.  These students are 
very forward thinkers and will become great technicians in 
the future if they plan to stay in the field.  There are not many 
programs left like we offer here at DDHS and these programs 
are so important.”

Failing Steve Cole’s science classes but want to exceed or want to learn 
more about a subject in class? If so, he is offering enrichment classes after 
school and on no school days for five points extra credit.

 Students who want to participate must sign up before so that he knows 
how many to prepare for.

These classes are optional and an approximately an hour in length.    
“They are just extra credit for students who want to learn,” Cole said. 

“The extra credit does help at the end if you can add some to your total.”  
 Students can come in and learn a particular skill that they are doing  in 

class or do an activity that can’t be fitted into the curriculum.  
The first year that Cole kept records of the different activities, times and 

number of students who attended was 2006-07. One of his first classes is on 
teaching students how to use micrometers, a precision measurement tool that 

can measure distances to a ten-thousandth of an inch. This month, he will be 
doing enrichments on Boyle’s Law. Next semester, he is doing an activity on 
how to test the molecules in a drop of water. The dates of these classes are 
irregular.  

“Of the 3 enrichment topics offered, my favorite is the one where students 
develop their understanding of the mole concept while trying to determine the 
number of molecules that make up an individual drop of water,” said Cole. “In 
this process, they also determine how many atoms of oxygen and hydrogen 
this represents.”

Each enrichment is about 10 sessions with the ability to have 12-20 
students each.   

“I see these activities as an extension of the content that I teach,” Cole said. 
“By offering motivated students these activities, students can explore content 
that in a large class setting is difficult to deal with. In this smaller setting, 
students can get more individual attention which helps a lot when engaging 
the complex and difficult material dealt with in these enrichments.” 
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Student art showcased

Celtic Heart sponsors can drive
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Changes 
made to 
Senior Paper

TESSA MEYER AND ANDREW NGUY
staff reporters

Student council helps sort cans that filled the principal’s office. Approximately 
1,000 cans were gathered in the first week of starting.                 Photo by Alexa Mediano

CAMEREN LEE
staff reporters

Drivers Ed mishap goes to court

  
Five David Douglas’ students were chosen to participate at an art exhibit held at Pioneer Place Mall. Senior Danil Blash-
chishen’s artwork (shown) was part of the public gallery.                                                                   Photo courtesy Maria Galati

 Watercolor paint, graphite, 
and other mixed media artworks 
by seniors Danil Blashchisen, 
Pablo Iniguez, Inna Leonchik, 
Nicole Ross, and junior Chenoa 
Barton were displayed in Artist 
Statement, an exhibit at the 
Peoples Art of Portland gallery in 
the third floor atrium at Pioneer 
Place Mall from Nov. 29-Dec 2.
 A reception was held on 
Saturday, Dec. 1, at the gallery 
for students who had artwork in 
the show. The gallery was open 
to the public, and the reception 
was well attended. The students 
were able to talk to the judges 
about their artworks.
  “Having my artwork up in 
a gallery was quite interesting,” 
said senior Nicole Ross. “Since 
I want to be a fine artist, I like 
the idea of showing my art to not 
just my friends, but more people 
that would appreciate and look 
at it. So really, I loved having 
the honor of having one piece in 
a gallery that chose so few out of 

the many entered to be in it.”
   These students’ works were 
chosen by a jury of three artists 
for places in the gallery; two of 
them were gallery owners. In 
order for David Douglas’ students 
artwork to be able to participate 
in the competition, students had 
to have been either in Portfolio 
Studio or AP Studio Art. The jury 
members chose each piece based 
on whether or not the artwork 
had craftsmanship, composition, 
contrast, and the ability to catch 
the viewer’s eye. The works 
also needed to be dynamic and 
visually appealing.
 The ability for David Douglas 
participation was due to AP 
Studio Art teacher Maria Galati’s 
membership to the Oregon 
Art Education Association, or 
OAEA, the group that made the 
event possible by renting out the 
empty slot in the mall. Students 
competed against other high 
school artists whose teachers 
also are a part of OAEA. There 
are approximately 110 OAEA 
members. The competition began 
two years ago.

 “Can The Principal” was 
the slogan for David Douglas’ 
second annual food drive, 
running from Nov. 26-Dec. 14.
 Cans were collected during 
second period. 
  This year’s goal was to fill 
the principal’s office with cans, 
with the mindset of gathering 
enough cans to feed the whole 
David Douglas community.
 The cans donated must be 
non-perishable, such as peanut 
butter, boxed foods, mayonnaise, 
and cans of any sort. A total of 
approximately 1,000 cans were 
gathered in the first week of the 
canned food drive. 
 “It [was] a shot in the dark,” 
said sophomore Ethan Archer. 
“[We’ve collected] about 700 
cans so far.” 
 Not all teachers  participated.  
Teachers who did not have a 
second period class and wanted 
to participate had the option 
to pick other period classes to 

participate in collecting cans 
and money. All money and  cans 
will be going to The Celtic 
Heart and the district food bank, 
which will be donated to the 
underprivileged families in our 
community. 
  Money and can donations 
were given to The Celtic Heart 
and the district food bank on 
Dec. 18. They will also be the 
ones distributing the cans and 
using the money to help the 
families.

  From 
Dec. 17-
20, pictures 
with Santa 
will be 
offered on  
the north 
c a f e t e r i a 
stage for $1 
each. 100 
percent of 
the profits 
will go to 

The Children’s Cancer Society 
as well as the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

 Due to limitations in the OS-
LIS databases that the high school 
subscribes to, the new require-
ments that the Senior Research 
Paper be a literary research paper 
have been modified.
 The new Common Core 
State Standards specify that, be-
ginning in 2015, all graduating se-
niors should have written a literary 
research paper. English IV teach-
ers Jeremiah Franzen, Mariah 
Morrow, and Steve Rivas created 
the new requirements for such a 
paper, including generating a list 
of 100 literary topics. Problems 
arose when seniors discovered that 
the OSLIS databases were not set 
up for literary analysis. Librarian 
Lisa Just found a link through the 
Multnomah County Library to an 
alternate GALE literary analysis 
database; this database has poten-
tial, but the literary articles are at 
an undergraduate college reading 
level.
 “We realize that these articles 
are a little too advanced for many 
of our students,” said Rivas.
 Franzen then thought of a 
compromise: Require seniors to 
pick a piece of literature, such as 
J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the 
Rye, then find research that exam-
ines a topic presented in the lit-
erature, such as the psychology of 
teenage identity, one of the novel’s 
major themes.
 All other requirements re-
main: the APA paper will be 
1500-2000 words in length, with 
a minimum six sources. Also new 
this year, the finished paper will be 
submitted to Turnitin.com only. In 
years past, seniors were required to 
turn in the paper in a binder as well 
as a Turnitin.com submission.
 

A traffic accident occurred on May 12, between SE Powell and 
148th avenue, involving driver’s education students Thuan Pham, Kevin 
Bui, and driver’s education instructor John Green-Hite, resulting in a 
$330 fine for defendant Eduardo Leontiev.

Leontiev rear-ended Pham while driving his wife’s truck down SE 
Powell and 148th avenue. Pham stopped for a yellow light, and Leontiev 
crashed into him four seconds later, concurring $900 of damage.

“We came to a complete stop,” said Green-Hite “There was a dead 
pause, no problem, nobody’s around, and then two seconds later we hear 
a ‘errn’ and then another two seconds later, ‘bam.”

There were no injuries, and the damage on the driver’s education 
car was paid by the district’s insurance deductible.

“It was more a of a shock, quite frankly, because he didn’t stop,” 
said Green-Hite. “Here you are at driver’s ed, trying to tell the kids: 
‘look, you gotta stop and be a responsible driver if there’s a collision, and 
here’s this guy that just pops us, and then he tells us he never hit us.”

Leontiev, 50, was cited by Portland Police officer Pirv Florin for 
careless driving and pleaded not guilty, arguing that had Pham gone 
through the yellow light, the collision would never have happened.

“[Leontiev] even admitted that he was going to run a yellow light,” 
said Green-Hite. “Are you kidding me? So you’re going to run a yellow 
light, right behind us, so it’s our fault that we stopped for a yellow 
light.”

After the collision, Pham had to file with the DMV, while Green-
Hite had to file with the district. 

“I looked at it as a teachable moment,” said Green-Hite.
Leontiev was convicted of one charge of careless driving by judge 

Marshall Christopher on Nov. 26 after a three hour trial. Leontiev hired 
attorney Lisa Naglins to represent him in the State of Oregon v. Leontiev 
case, which is unusual for traffic court cases.

Naglins accused Green-Hite of pressuring Portland Police and the 
school district into bringing the case to court.

“In the end, it’s a civic duty to [go to court],” said Green-Hite. 
“Portland Police has already done all these steps, and to have us not 
show is just bad faith.” 

“It was a 
shot in the 
dark...We 
have 
collected 
700 cans so 
far.”
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced Jour-
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Compiled by 
Inna Vavilina

 1. A   2.A  3.D   4.B   5.C   
6.A  7.D   8.A   9.B   10.C
 11.D  12.D   13.AAnswers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit,” and 2012 with “Special Merit.” 
Best Opinions Pages: American Scholastic Press: 2012
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.

DAVID DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

What Do 
You Know 

About

“By combining 
music and 

learning, we can 
boost our memo-
ry of subjects we 

were taught...””

MySpace please come back
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1. How do you say 
Merry Christmas in 
Hawaiian?
a. Mili Maka
b. Mui Bien
c. Mele Kalikimaka
d. Mura Mura

2. In which country 
are houses deco-
rated with the strings 
of mango leaves?
a. India
b. Mexico
c. Russia
d. France

3. What is Santa 
Claus called in 
Switzerland?
a. Grandfather
b. Chris White
c. Bartomelli
d. Christkind

4. What day are gifts 
exchanged in Italy?
a. December 25
b. January 6
c. February 12
d. December 1

5. In France, families 
eat dinner on 
Christmas at
a. 5:00 p.m.
b. 5:00 a.m.
c. Midnight
d. 10:00 p.m.

6. From which 
country did America 
acquire the Christ-
mas tree tradition?
a. England
b. Africa
c. Mexico
d. France

7. In the Czech 
Republic, it is tradi-
tional for families to 
prepare dinner for
a. animals
b. their parents
c. Santa Claus
d. the Christ child

8. The Christians 
in China light their 
homes with
a. paper lanterns
b. Christmas lights
c. candles
d. LED lights

9. Swedish people 
see Santa as 
a. A thief
b. A gnome
c. A jolly old man
d. Their father

10. Who in Japan 
brings children their 
gifts?
a. Santa Claus
b. A dragon
c. A priest
d. Ants

11. How long do 
people celebrate 
Christmas in 
Mexico?
a. Six months
b. The whole month
c. One day
d. Nine days

12. In England, Santa 
is known as
a. an elf
b. Chris Kringle
c. Saint Nicholas
d. Father Christmas

13. In Denmark, the 
children believe 
Santa’s elves live in
a. the attic of the 
house
b. a factory
c. the sky
d. the North Pole

time to others to really show who 
they are. I don’t understand what 
makes a person “better” than 
another. Just because you’re 
skinny doesn’t mean that you 
are better than someone that is 
not. Being pregnant does not 
mean you’re nasty. Poor or rich, 
black or white, everyone should 
be treated the same. People judge 
so much without even knowing 
anything about someone. Mak-
ing fun of people doesn’t make 
you a better person. So why 
judge, make fun of, or treat oth-
ers different?

-Angelica Guitron
-Sophomore

holiday

traditions

around 

the world

We’re not too old for songs

“A hundred years this tree’s been growing already...
and it’s still got two thousand years to go.” Stepping     

Into 
Sunshine
Inna Vavilina

MY TURN

DANIEL
HUYNH

“...several readers 
are questioning if 
I’m actually seri-

ous, but I trully do 
miss MySpace.”

pages looking for a song that 
I like that would also match my 
current layout. If my page had 
darker tones going on, I would 
normally have a song with a 
bit more of a melancholy vibe, 
and vice versa for a brighter, 
more colorful layout.
 Let’s not forget about the 
top eight friends function of the 
social networking website. It 
eventually made it’s way up to 
allowing users to have pretty 
much just as many top friends 
as they wanted, but it was still 
always gave me a bit of thrill 
to see my face on someone’s 
top friends.
 This entire column may 
sound absolutely silly, and 
I’m sure several readers are 
questioning if I’m actually 
serious, but I truly do miss 
MySpace. I can’t even bring 
myself to go into my Internet 
browser and pull it up because 
I know the nostalgia will be 
too overwhelming for me to 
handle.
 Now, Internet users have 
Facebook, Tumblr, Instagram, 
and Twitter. I’ll admit, these 
social networking sites have 
managed to fi ll the void that 
MySpace has left in my heart, 
but how much longer can I go 
on without my old MySpace 
page? I just don’t know.

quoias? Why not a tree that 
doesn’t need two millennia 
to reach maximum maturi-
ty? It turns out that sequoias 
have the unmatched ability 
to store carbon, even as a 
youngster. So, carbon stor-
age can begin when it’s only 
a 100-year-old baby.

Reforestation is catch-
ing on. Youyu county in 
North China’s Shanxi prov-
ince made a concerted effort 
to convert desert to forest. It 
used to be plagued by sand-
storms, which contribute to 
global warming. Thanks 
to massive reforestation 
programs, its forest cover-
age rate has risen from 
0.3 percent more than 60 
years ago to the current 
53 percent. The planted 
trees in formerly barren 
mountains totals more than 
667 hectares (one hectare 
equals 100 acres) over the 
past 20 years.   
 Admittedly, it’s hard to 
get behind an idea whose 
rewards will not be reaped 
for 100 years, but get behind 
these ideas we must. What 
choice do we have? 

Dear editor,
 I wanted to talk about bully-
ing. Why does it matter who you 
are or where you are 
from? Why do people think their 
bigger than others and have to 
pick on the “little” people? Or 
why do it at all? I think that we 
could just all get along or if you 
do not like someone that you 
should leave them alone and do 
not pick on them or make them 
feel worthless. I moved here about 
a month ago. Where I used to live, 
it was a huge problem and many 
kids, high schoolers, and even 
adults tried to commit suicide and 
some actually did. It is very sad 
just because some people have 
or want to be rude in person, on 
the internet, or even through other 
people. The ones that are being 
bullied usually end their life or 
are permanently depressed. 

-Sophomore
-Jasmin Rush

Dear editor,
 I’m writing this letter be-
cause I’m tired of wrestling not 
getting shown as much as the 
basketball team. We work as 
much as the basketball team. We 
work so hard and so many of us 
went to state and nationals, and 
one of us took state last year. He 
was the fi rst wrestler to take state 
in many years. I am tired of people 
stereotyping us and saying we 
are gay when we are not. We just 
play a physical contact sport of 
strength, technique, and have the 
will to win. We have more trophys 
than the basketball team and we 
have PRIDE. All I ask is that we 
get shown off more and be more 
respected. 

-Sophomore
-Quentin Jamieson

Dear editor, 
       Whether it is on Facebook, 
in the newspaper, at school or 
doing grocery shopping, you will 
hear someone complaing about 
something wrong in the world. 

Ranging from being respectful, to 
poverty, to a government disagree-
ment. With all that complaining, 
how many of those people do 
something about it? Actions speak 
louder than words! So be one of  
those few people who take acion 
for what they believe is right. Yes, 
it may not always be recognized, 
but trying to make a difference is 
what counts. So make that dona-
tion, give that speech, and write 
that letter. Stand up.

-Sophomore
-Courtney Clay 

Dear editor,
 I think people do not give 

 I miss MySpace. For 
those readers who are not 
familiar with MySpace, or are 
not old enough to have ever 
experienced the glorious-
ness of the website, it was 
essentially Facebook before 
Facebook, but it had a lot 
more features for the user to 
play with.
 The element I miss most 
about MySpace is the cus-
tomizable pages. I remember 
staying up way past my bed-
time to spend hours working 
on making my layout as cre-
ative as possible. There were 
always so many background 
colors, borders, images, and 
HTML codes to experiment 
with. The individuality of the 
layout function is something 
that I think Facebook should 
consider adding on for its us-
ers.
 Another huge aspect 
of MySpace I miss would 
most defi nitely be the music 
player. There was something 
about opening up a friend’s 
MySpace page and hearing 
those fi rst few notes of their 
current favorite song that 
made life just a little bit more 
bearable. I used to have 
so much fun taking an hour 
or two out of my day to go 
through the MySpace music 

Climate change solution takes root

 I have always loved 
learning songs in fi fth grade 
with my music class. All 
those cute tunes and witty 
tricks to help us kiddos learn 
the 50 states and even the 
silly little dances that we 
were allowed to do made us 
into the individuals that we 
are today.
 I honestly am very grate-
ful for the person who re-
alized that teaching kids 
subjects by teaching them 
a song and letting them fool 
around would help them 
not only learn, but also be 
able to more openly express 
themselves as individuals in 
our nation. The school board 
might want to consider teach-
ing teenagers subjects with 
song techniques as well. I 
mean, what better way to 
teach a student than to fi nd 
a funny cheesy song for them 
to remember? In all honesty, 

I still remember the x equals 
negative B, plus or minus 
the square root of B squared 
minus four A C, all over two A. 
Now don’t tell me you weren’t 
humming the pop-goes- the 
weasel tune in your head for 
this equation with me. The 
most likely reason that I can 
think of and remember this 
equation is because of the 
tune, can you, reader, not 
agree?
 Music plays a huge role 
in my life, and no doubt, it 
also plays a huge role in 
many of the David Douglas 
students lives. By combining 
music and learning, we can 
boost our memory of subjects 
we were taught, and be able 
to enforce those subjects in 
future classes and perhaps 
even our future decisions in 
careers. Songs can be help-
ful, let’s use our resources 
shall we?

There’s hope. The Or-
egonian reported a few 
weeks ago that a nursery-
man and tree propagator 
by the name of Bill Werner 
has successfully cloned 
saplings from the stump 
of a felled giant Califor-
nia sequoia in hopes of 
re-creating an old-growth 
forest—right here in Or-
egon. Imagine that. 

And that’s the point: 
we have to start imagin-
ing ways like this to fi ght 
the increasing effects of 
climate change. Maybe our 
science teachers are right; 
science got us into this 
mess—and it will have to 
get us out of it. 

Werner has a whole 
storehouse full of rooted 
cuttings that, given a couple 
thousand years, could top 
400 feet, the height of the 
“mother” tree before it was 
cut down in 1890, leaving 
behind a 32.5-foot diameter 
stump in northern Califor-
nia.  His company,  Archan-
gel, hopes to replant other 
redwoods and sequoias 
worldwide. Why Giant Se-



Winterhawk’s sanctions too stiffPOINT

KATELIN CLARK
news reporter

JANUARY 30, 2003 Opinions 5OPINIONS DECEMBER 20, 2012Highlander

My Little Pony 
misleading

COUNTER-POINT

ANDREW NGUY
news reporter

My Little Pony 
inspiring

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“I think if you put 
your lights up 
before Thanks-
giving you have 
a problem.”

-Junior
Megan Alhadeff

“I prepare for 
Christmas 364 
days a year.” 

-Activites 
director
Eric WadsworthChristmas celebrated too early

SUSANNAH HOTOVEC
news reporter

Do you think 
people prepare for 

Christmas 
too early?

It’s a pleasure to go back to the Shire

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

Putting
Down Roots

Kathryn Jacobson

“This tale was spun and 
interwoven creatively and 
has a chance of being 
remembered and watched 
decades later.”

“I think they 
don’t because 
they want to 
make the best 
out of it, and 
it only comes 
around once.”

-Junior
Melisa Kaltak

     The misleading 
show, “My Little 
Pony: Friendship is 
Magic,” has seduced 
viewers beyond its 

target audience, but how? The 
show is similar to any other children’s 
show, so why are bronies also mesmer-
ized by the vibrant ponies?
 While fans claim that it teaches 
morals, the episode “Feeling Pinkie 
Keen” teaches viewers to “take a leap 
of faith” and believe in coincidental 
phenomena without scientifi c evidence 
or research, saying that “sometimes you 
just have to believe in things, even if 
you can’t fi gure them out,” encourag-
ing young viewers to be submissive and 
unquestionably accept coincidences as 
supernatural phenomena.
 So, why are bronies attracted to 
this misleading little girl’s show? One 
factor could be the emphasis on being 
unique, which has increased in recent 
years. In order to prove that they’re dif-
ferent, bronies have turned to the least 
likely interest most grown men would 
have: ponies. The problem with this, 
like any other bizarre trend, is that it’s 
not unique when others decide to hop 
on the bandwagon. By subscribing to 
Bronyism, the men are also able to use 
the power of being a minority to avoid 
criticism, telling critics to not judge.
 If they are simply trying to relive 
their childhoods, there are better op-
tions available.

     Despite prejudic-
es against the con-
cept of their fandom 
and what it repre-
sents, “bronies,” 

male fans of the children’s show “My 
Little Pony: Friendship is Magic,” are 
far from reprehensible.
      To start, I’m a brony, and there’s 
not really a way to describe the fan-
dom until you’ve experienced it. I 
used to vehemently dislike bronies. 
I didn’t understand them. I fi gured 
there had to be some hidden motive, 
that it was all a trick. 
     In truth, there is no deception. It 
seems hard to believe, but the show, 
gently pushing surprisingly complex 
morals through an innocent fi lter, has 
attracted people simply for what it is. 
     The fandom, an endless sprawl of 
music, art, and eager fans, is nothing 
short of awe-inspiring. Due to its in-
herent childlike nature, it retains an 
odd intimacy, the same feelings of 
friendship the show encourages per-
vading the fandom conscience. The 
fandom is also the tinderbox for most 
complaints, the suffusion of ponies 
throughout the internet, giving rise to 
people who are, plainly, sick of them. 
      But beyond that simple complaint, 
there is no reason for acrimony to-
ward a pony.
 

Cheaters, that is the word that most 
opposing teams’ fans use when talk-
ing about the Winterhawks.  They 
use that particular word only because 
the Western Hockey League (WHL) 

provided evidence that they had 54 violations of vague 
rules involving 14 different players since 2009.  
     The 54 violations included: One player was given 
fl ights for his family and a summer training program. 
Seven other families received 2-4 fl ights per season 
over a fi ve year period of time, depending on fi nancial 
needs and distance from Portland. Two Winterhawks 
were provided a one week summer training program. 
Finally, four captains were given a cell phone in the 
last three years. 
     Because of these violations, the WHL fi ned Portland 
$200,000, suspended them from the fi rst fi ve rounds of 
the 2013 WHL Bantam draft, and forfeited their fi rst 
round draft picks from 2014-2017. The worst of all, 

head coach and General Manager Mike Johnston is 
suspended for the rest of the year including play-offs! 
Thankfully, assistant, now interim, coach General 
Manager Travis Green has had prior experience 
coaching the Winterhawks when Johnston was away 
at G.M. meetings. 
     These harsh sanctions are widely believed to be 
the harshest ever in the WHL. There was a team in 
the Ontario Hockey League, the Windsor Spitfi res, 
paid players to play for them and were fi ned $400,000 
and a few draft picks. They appealed and their fi ne 
was reduced to $250,000 and gained a draft pick 
back.     Rest assured, the Winterhawks will appeal 
but according to various league sources, their chances 
of winning the appeal is not very good. 
 However, another breath of relief to Winterhawk 
fans, is that the team does not build its way through 
the draft like other teams do. Some of their best play-
ers have came from being invited to training camp 
and then making the roster. Losing the draft picks is 
not as bad as losing Johnston, or their now tarnished 
reputation.  

      Christmas is celebrated in Decem-
ber, not October. Keep the Christmas 
decorations away until then—please.

      Many Christmas celebrators often 
get too excited about the holiday. Al-

though Christmas is one of my favorite holidays, I don’t 
understand why Christmas decorations go up in stores 
at the same time as Halloween decorations. Some start 
decorating their house for Christmas as soon as they 
take down their Halloween decorations. They get their 
Christmas tree before November even ends. They start 
decorating for Christmas before their Thanksgiving 
turkey has been cooked. 
     How can these delusional-early-Christmasers stand 
being “in the spirit” for so long? I can understand get-
ting a Christmas tree in early December, and decorating 
the house then, but in November? I wouldn’t be able to 
stand having a Christmas tree in my house for that long. 
I understand that people like getting into the spirit, and 
want their houses to look amazing when people drive 
by, but there is no need to begin so early. Driving down 
the street in November and seeing Christmas lights on 
houses is a very beautiful sight, but by the time it gets 
close to that magical day, those lights won’t be nearly 
as beautiful after the hundredth time you’ve seen them 
as they were the fi rst few times. 
     Before we even celebrate Thanksgiving, malls have 

      The movie based off of the 
book The Hobbit, “The Hobbit: 
An Unexpected Journey” was a 
phenomenal adventure to watch 
unfold.
    The first installment of three 
movies, it is the journey of a hob-
bit, Bilbo Baggins, who wants 
nothing to do with adventure but 
soon learns what it means to have 
true courage amongst dwarves. 
The dwarves recruit Bilbo under 
the pretense of a burglar and need 
him to help retake their homeland 
from the cruel dragon Smaug.
    If a viewer is comparing the 
movie to the book, one may find 
that some material is not accu-
rate along the way. However, the 
movie can stand alone very well 
and can sweep a viewer off their 
feet. The one liners along the 
way gave away chuckles from the 
viewers.
    The Hobbit soundtrack that 
Howard Shore composed can 
make a viewer have tears in their 
eyes one minute and chills run-
ning through their body the next. 
Shore has outdone himself with 
this beautiful yet epic sound-
track.

    This tale was spun and interwo-
ven creatively and has a chance of 
being remembered and watched de-
cades later. It possesses a quality in 
today’s age that has been forgotten, 
that of creativity and originality.
    The battle scenes had viewers on 
the edge of their seats wondering 
who would survive, and who would 
grievously die. It was felt that the 
viewers were right with the Dwarf 
King, Thorin son of Thrain, as he 
charged into epic battle, swords 
clashing with unsavory Orcs.
    Approximately three hours long, 
this movie had no lag and felt just 
the right length. The ending had no 
cliff hanger but of that continuing 
on with the company of dwarves, a 
hobbit, and a wizard. It is with great 
anticipation that many viewers wait 
for “The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug” coming in theaters Dec. 
13, 2013.
    The story manifests as multiple 
themes and combines as one as it 
nears the end, that of courage.
    “...Remember this: true cour-
age is about not knowing when to 
take a life, but when to spare one,” 
said the wizard Gandalf the Grey to 
Bilbo.
   

already set up for Santa pictures. All November 
ads we see on TV and in newspapers are all about 
Christmas. There isn’t a store out there that doesn’t 
start playing Christmas music in November. When I 
go to work, that is the only music we play, and it has 
been since way before Thanksgiving. Although many 
celebrators start shopping for Christmas presents 
early on, that doesn’t mean they should decorate their 
house at that time. It’s one thing to have Christmas 
presents already in November, but it’s a completely 
different thing to have a Christmas tree and lights 
already up.  
     Listening to Christmas music before Thanksgiving 
is ridiculous. How can people continue to listen to the 
same songs over and over for a month and still be in 
the Christmas spirit? Listening to Christmas music 
for too long just gets irritating. Why start playing 
Christmas music before we even celebrate Thanks-
giving? Christmas music is listened to everywhere we 
go. By the time we get to Christmas I don’t even want 
hear a single Christmas song anymore. It wouldn’t 
be so bad if the Christmas music wasn’t the same 
every year. Most radio stations I dial in on, the fi rst 
thing I hear is Christmas music. When listening to 
the radio, I often channel surf in order to get away 
from hearing the same Christmas songs. It would be 
nice to have radio stations mix up the Christmas 
music they play instead of them all playing the 
same songs over and over. Hearing Jingle Bells 
daily for a month is like root canal.

• Thomas Jefferson in-vented the coat hanger.

• Men get hiccups more than 

women.

• New York was the fi rst 

state to require cars to 
have license plates.

• Dolphins sleep with one eye open.

• President Warren G. Hard-

ing once lost White House 

china in a poker game.

Courtesy Snapple.com
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Traditional shopping

Online Shopping Homemade gifts

 Glitter, ribbons, tape, glue, fuzzy pom-poms, pipe-cleaners, and a 
desire to make crafts are a big part of the giving season for children 
and the amazing and courageous craftsmen who love to create fun 
gifts for friends and family.
 From beautiful gift-wrapping techniques, to decorating a home for 
the holidays, and even gifts to give this season, those hard-pressed 
for cash and/or for brave souls who want to challenge their creativity, 
there have always been crafts. New search engines like Pinterest help 
find fun holiday projects. Pinterest searches through webspace and 
pulls up pictures off of blogs and websites, allowing a sort of image 
search, with links connecting to the blog. The image and link can then 
be ‘pinned’ into categories for storage, and can be easily found again, 
and other people who are interested in the same ideas can be tagged 
in the comments section, hence linked to the page.
 Onward through the avalanche of possibilities that include but are 
not limited to; candy cane sleighs, homemade ornaments made from 
duct tape and foam balls, headbands that take only 20 minutes to 
make, and candle-holders made from things found around the house. 
This is the season of holly leaves and berries, mistletoe, and ever-
green wreaths and boughs. For those who enjoy sewing, there are  
quilted blankets, pillow cases, and table runners are options.  Even 
with all of these complex crafts and fun projects, if you’re like me with 
little time and less resources, maybe sticking to the simple ginger-
bread house that comes pre-packaged, along with some cookie jar 
mixes that are easily made and gifted.
      If no fun handmade gifts are coming to mind, check out the recipe 
for Rolo Pretzel Bites to the right of this story.

 Department stores seem to exert the greatest crush on shoppers this holiday 
season-long lines, inconsistent selection, traffic, and surly employees most lack-
ing in holiday cheer.
 Though it may require a bit of planning, online shopping offers a low-hassle, 
low-cost alternative to the madness of physical shopping.
Shoppers are already familiar with the big sites. Amazon is a fine choice, with 
consistent prices and great deals on certain items. However, prices can run very 
high, and the selections may not be as deep as a shopper desires. eBay has an 
enormous selection and possibility of amazing deals, but the last-minute bidding 
wars can be as harrowing as wrestling for an item at a department store.
 One innovative, low-cost alternative, offering homespun consumer goods 
straight from the producer, is etsy.com. With a wide selection and low prices, 
it’s easy to find a from-the-heart that speaks of the same love a homemade gift 
would. Items from designer wall decals to soda top necklaces to gingerbread 
house kits are available, and direct contact with the producer is often available.
 Overstock.com deals in titular overstock, offering bulk goods at deep dis-
count. Boasting of designer brands, they frequently offer deals and discounts on 
goods par with department stores at much lower prices.
 Craigslist.com has a slightly dubious history, but with a little searching, an 
enterprising shopper can meet in person with sellers in their area to make deals 
on anything from lots of vintage toys to new-model cars.
 There are a few guidelines to follow whenever shopping online. Always check 
the credibility of the seller before paying. This is accessible in the feedback sec-
tion of eBay and Amazon. Craigslist warrants more caution, as unsavory dealers 
can evade feedback on negative deals. Always insure your packages. Always 
check to see how long the item will take to ship. If they are available, take advan-
tage of bulk deals on Amazon and eBay. And most of all, stay cheery.

 With Christmas coming up in a mere five days most holiday shoppers 
probably still have a few presents, if not all of their presents, left to buy for 
friends and family.  While five days is a short period of time and money may 
not be flowing out of everyone’s pockets at the moment, there is no need to 
stress. The Highlander would like to share a few helpful tips to help in-store 
holiday shopping just a tad less time consuming, stressful, and money-drain-
ing. 
 One of the best techniques that can be used when shopping for multiple 
people is making a list before setting foot in a store. With a list, shopping 
will prove to be quicker and less stressful. Also, making a list eliminates the 
possibly of forgetting someone you were planning on buying a gift for. And it 
gets better, making a list of everyone that is expecting a gift, along with the 
gift and price will help with budget. This leads to the next helpful tip.
 Setting a budget will lead to a much happier shopper once everything is 
said and done. Most shoppers may already know this, but oftentimes have 
a tough time sticking with it. In order to avoid spending over the desired 

budget, shoppers should leave credit and debit cards at home. Bringing 
only the amount of money that one is hoping to spend will be greatly ben-
eficial. Taking it one step further by dividing the money into envelopes of 
some sort for each gift will also prove to be greatly beneficial by not only 
helping stick to budget, but by helping go make sure one gift does not 
compensate for an overly large portion of this budget.
 An effective way to reduce the time spent shopping in stores, and the 
Highlander’s next shopping tip, is to call the store, or checking online, to 
be sure that the store you are planning on going to has the desired item in 
stock at the moment. If the answer is no than a great deal of sacred shop-
ping time has just been saved. Of course, if the answer is no, however, 
this does not mean the gift cannot be bought, simply try calling around at 
different stores and the item is bound to be found somewhere. 
 The last shopping tip we have to share is to be thrifty! Remember, the 
most expensive present is not always the best one. A gift should come 
from the heart, not necessarily the wallet.
 Finally, The Highlander staff would like to wish everyone a happy 
Holiday. May the shopping Gods be ever in your favor.     

MARGO RUTLEDGE
sports editor

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

GABBY KUPFER
staff reporter

5 More Days.......

What was the best 
gift you have gotten 
for the holidays and 

why?

“My Wii. It’s fun to 
play and my mom 
put in a lot of work 
to get it.”

-Junior
Brian Kaiitare

“Uggs because I 
really like shoes 
and boots.”

-Freshman
Cedar Martinez



Highlander Highlander DECEMBER 20, 2012 Features 7FEATURES

Christmas Gifts Galore!Christmas Gifts Galore!

                          Rolo Pretzel Bites                           about 25

1 bag of Rolo candies
50 waffl e pretzels50 peanut M&M’s or candy of choice

Preheat oven to 275 degrees fahrenheit

Line pretzels on parchment paper over a baking sheet

Unwrap Rolos and place one over each pretzel

Bake for about 2-3 minutes

Remove from oven and press an M&M into each Rolo

when still warm
Enjoy!

“A chihuahua. I 
wanted a dog and a 
cuddle buddy.”

-Senior
Elijah Eddings

“An iMac because it 
is really expensive 
and was a thought-
ful gift. I could 
tell she was really 
thinking about me.

-Freshman
Rubin Yakimchuk

“An iPod because 
I love music..”

-Sophomore
Hailey Daugherty
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Extra credit should not decide grade

CASSIDY BEAN
news editor

Employers checking facebook a necessity

Dress age, not shoe size

Royal baby prank awful 
The Highlander
Are people 
overreacting to 
Hostess going out of 
business?

“How far is some-
one willing to go 
in order to fi nd out 
information people 
don’t want them to 
have?”

“No, Little Debbie 
has the same 
stuff.”

“I need my 
Twinkies more 
than I need air.”

Naomy Rotari
Portland, OR

Teryn Lynn Brzyck
Porltand, OR

 

MARGO RUTLEDGE
sports editor

ALEXIS BLASIER
staff reporter

RACHEL MCKAY 
staff reporter

Absurd 
reaction for 
Hostess snacks

“How far is some-
one willing to go 
in order to fi nd out 
information people 
don’t want them to 
have?”

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

 During my 12 years of 
schooling I have unfairly 
been told by various teach-
ers that if I bring in Kleenex, 
gloves, cans or even color or 

draw a picture “relating to the subject” that I 
will receive extra credit. 
 While it is completely valid to offer 
students a limited amount of extra credit, 
allowing a student to pay for or do mindless 
work for a grade is not the way to go about 
it.   
 Extra credit, when earned by completing 
assignments which take effort to complete 
and aid in the understanding of a particular 
subject or unit, is completely legitimate. It 
is when students can obtain a good grade by 
living with a family of money or having irrel-
evant artistic ability that extra credit becomes 
counter-productive and even unethical. Many 
teachers may argue that they offer extra credit 

for buying certain things such as Kleenex 
and gloves because they are essential pieces 
of the classroom that they cannot afford to 
buy themselves. However, this is honestly  
no excuse to allow students to receive points 
without doing any work. Students will not 
learn anything if they are allowed by teach-
ers to not know the content and still receive 
credit. 
 This brings me to the topic of the amount 
of extra credit teachers are sometimes willing 
to award. I have sat in classes in which extra 
credit accounted for an entire letter grade, 
and I must admit it is simply outrageous. 
Extra credit should be simply for solidifying a 
grade which has already been earned through 
exemplified knowledge of the subject. If 
student gets B’s and C’s on homework, as-
signments, and tests, then he should not have 
the opportunity to receive an A through extra 
credit. This simply is not a refl ection of the 
students work throughout the semester, nor a 
refl ection of the student’s actual knowledge 
on the subject. While teachers may think they 

are helping their students by “helping” them 
get better grades, they are truly doing the 
polar opposite. They are teaching their stu-
dents that even if they don’t know anything 
about the subject being taught, they can still 
receive a passing, or even higher, grade by 
taking the time to do little extra credit as-
signments. Students are going to be in for a 
rude awakening in college when they realize 
they have to do well on an assignment to get 
a desired grade. The same is true of the real 
world. Life doesn’t give many do-overs or 
“extra credit opportunities.”  
 Despite all of extra credit’s negative 
traits, it is not all bad when used effi ciently. 
Extra credit can be a wonderful thing when 
not given in abundance and when it pertains 
to the subject matter. Extra credit should be 
challenging and students should learn more 
from it, which not only helps their grade, but 
their knowledge of the subject as well. Every 
students messes up a test or assignment at 
some point during a semester, and extra credit 
is an opportunity to cover that blemish.   

A deceitful prank by Austra-
lian radio hosts has led to the 
unfortunate death of a nurse 
and private information of the 
royal baby released.

Australian radio host Mel 
Greig and Michael Christian 
called King Edward VII Hospital 
pretending to be Queen Eliza-
beth and Prince Charles. Appar-
ently, they were so convincing 
that Nurse Jacintha Saldanha 
to release confidential informa-
tion. This information was later 
broadcasted.

Our society has this obses-
sive need to stay updated on 
people’s lives. It’s one thing 
to keep updated on your fam-
ily and close friends, but com-
pletely another to know where 
all 600 of your facebook friend’s 
ate lunch. This need seems to 
intensify when it comes to public 

It’s becoming more and more common for 
potential universities and employers to check 
out their applicants’ Facebook page or other 
social media sites to make the big decision. 

Some say this is unprofessional and an inva-
sion of privacy, or that it isn’t fair for applicants that don’t know 
to hide their posts or pictures from university eyes. Well isn’t 
that the very reason schools and employees are digging deeper? 
After all, what applicants write on paper doesn’t always describe 
them in a perfect light. Though a student may put his best foot 
forward in the application, his other foot may stroll through less 
than attractive activities and hobbies that are not appealing to 
the professional environment of a university campus.
 The thing is, I have a lot of peers that will possibly suffer 
from this. They spend too much time trying to “YOLO” and 
“Swerve,” then put it on Facebook so that others will see them 
partying and having the time of their lives. What too many 
high school students don’t seem to understand is that it’s more 
important to impress teachers, who give the grades, colleges, 
which give the diplomas, and employers, who pay the money, 

that matters the most. 
 When you go to college, you represent that school. You’d 
think it’d be common sense to not put photos or posts on 
Facebook that you wouldn’t want certain others to see, but 
apparently not. Day after day, I see that so-and-so got wasted, 
got in a fight at a party, or is going to make him regret break-
ing up with her, all while applying for jobs or colleges. What 
prestigious university would want that representation? 
 It’s time for students, especially juniors and seniors, to 
stop being absorbed in the present and give a little thought to 
what they put online. Unless they want opportunity to come 
to knock at the door, see how trashed the yard is, and decide 
otherwise. Yes, students should still have fun in high school, 
but there’s a difference between fun and getting wasted. This 
is a period where students need to act like adults and incrimi-
nating things online is not giving that impression.
 I want to go to college. Better yet, I want to go to my first 
choice in colleges. I also want a well paying, high quality job. 
It would be a shame if I, or anybody else, was stripped of those 
opportunities simply because of something on Facebook. So 
instead of sharing pictures or posts about your wild weekend, 
keep it to yourself. It’s cliché, but it really is better to be safe 
than sorry.

When walking down the street, I am 
baffl ed at the amount of older people I notice 
dressing like they’re in their teens.

If a 40 year old is still wearing short shorts 
and belly shirts, then a reality check is in order. 

If your family goes out in public with you and it seems they 
disappear, there’s a reason for that.

I have a family member that’s in her forties and she goes 
around wearing things that girls I’m in school with wear. It’s 
just fl at ridiculous. I don’t like being seen with her or even 
being noticed as a relative to her.

I feel as though people need to realize their age and how 
their body needs to be dressed before going out in public. 
Everyone gets judged for what they wear, but these people 
get judged even more. I should not go somewhere and see 
a woman walking with their daughter or granddaughter and 
they’re dressed alike. If a parent has matching short skirts 
and tops with their young child, that says something about 
you. Either your not comfortable with how your body has 
changed, or that you feel as though you need to look like a 
teen to impress someone.  

To be taken seriously, it is a necessity to grow up and 
dress correctly. If someone is dressing like a 15 year old, then 
chances are they will be treated like a 15 year old. 

Dressing age appropriate isn’t just about old people dress-
ing you. It is the same thing when a 10 year old dresses too old. 
The clothes people wear defi ne who they are, and if someone 
dresses for an age they are not, then the fact of the matter is, 
they will be judged. 

figures. 
This is a time for the royal 

family to be private with their 
lives. It should be a happy time. 
However, they have people 
playing dubious pranks. Dubi-
ous pranks that cause someone 
so much shame that they kill 
themselves. How far is some-
one willing to go in order to find 
out information that people do 
not want them to have? 

The radio hosts said they 
did not intend for the prank to 
work. How about when it starts 
working, do the right thing and 
put a stop to it? The show was 
obviously previously recorded, 
so they had multiple opportuni-
ties to use their common sense. 
Instead, we have the joyous time 
for the royal family turned into a 
sour time and a nurse trying to 
do her job is deceased. 

 Th is  year  the  tas ty 
snack brand, Hostess, 
has went out of busi-
ness due to bankruptcy, 

and the society is going crazy over 
snack foods that weren’t a huge deal 
until they went out of business.

Why do people care so much about 
a snack, when most of those people 
complain about the United States go-
ing obese? Yes, the snacks are good 
and well known, but it’s nothing to 
lose your mind about. People are over 
reacting about a snack and selling them 
for ridiculous prices. Is the point to 
have them sit in your house forever? It 
might take some time, but that Twinkie 
will expire. Then it goes into the trash 
can.
 The remaining Hostess products 
are causing people to people to spend 
absurd amounts of money. People are 
actually spending over 60 dollars for a 
box of Twinkies, when they were less 
than five dollars when they were being 
sold in grocery stores.

If Hostess was such a needed snack 
food, and people are willing to pay 60 
dollars for a box of six, then how is 
Hostess going out of business? People 
are stocking up like they’ll never see 
another snack cake, but Hostess will 
actually be coming back.

People are being overdramatic 
about the situation. Now that a deli-
cious sugary snack is going out of 
business, the world seems to be ending. 
How long are you willing to keep these 
snacks in the boxes? They aren’t dolls 
or for keeping. They are food items. I 
should remind you, this food item is 
something that can be lived without.

People feel real strongly about 
losing “the greatest snack that they’ve 
ever eaten”. It’s all about the sugary 
satisfaction, but it’s not a reason to go 
crazy. After all, there are plenty more 
snacks to eat and appreciate. Sooner 
or later, the Hostess company will be 
purchased and it will start all over. 
There is no need to get worked up over 
a cream filled snack.
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Teens attack of food carts disturbing
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enjoy savings
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Circuses treat animals poorly

luntly
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        Portland street food 
carts offer some of the best 
dishes in town, so why are 
teens robbing, vandalizing, 
and assaulting our delicious 

and affordable meals? 
 Homeless teens have become a nuisance 
to the food cart owners as they loiter around 
local food carts, and this has been an ongoing 
issue. This is absolutely unacceptable. There 
is no reason at all for any teen, homeless or 
not, to disrupt the business of the food carts. 
Sparks fl ew on Monday, Dec. 3, when a fi ght 
broke out amongst cart owners and these 
teens. Six people were arrested and several 
suffered minor injuries.
        Portland is known for its carts and their 
delicious food, so why is anyone interfering 
with these legitimate businesses, and most 
importantly, why isn’t anyone stopping 
them?
        It is about time Portland city offi cials 
and Portland Police start doing something 
about the security of our businesses. Now, I 

know that our elected and offi cers are indeed 
doing their job. However, how well are they 
actually doing their job? When it comes to 
the point that our local businesses in which 
Portland thrives on is being attacked by 
homeless youth is a prime example that the 
job is not being well done by the Portland 
city government or police. What’s next? 
Street vendors hiring security guards? It is 
the job of our elected and police offi cers to 
keep us safe. The fact that street vendors and 
the homeless have already been through this 
brawl is a picture in itself of the poor job our 
offi cials have led. Of course, they cannot be 
there at every moment we need them. How-
ever, food cart owners have been reported to 
have been repeatedly harassed by homeless 
youth. This is an issue that needs to be solved 
immediately.
        As our country suffers through a broken 
economy, for many vendors these carts are 
all they have. For homeless youth to simply 
come around and disrupt their only source of 
income is not right and needs to be resolved 
immediately. This can only be solved by our 
county offi cials and offi cers. In fact, it is what 
they get paid for, after all.

With thousands of teens dying each year 
do to automobile accidents it only leaves me 
wondering if the teens of this day and age truly 
understand what getting behind the wheel can 
actually cause.

Going through driver’s ED the summer of 
2012 we watched what seemed like thousands 
of videos on teen’s texting and driving, drinking 
and driving, and teen car accidents. Part of me 
thought it was just to scare us but the other half 
of me was in for a real awakening. Just thinking 
that in a few short months I was going to get a 
set of keys and would be able to drive off alone 
was scary. Most teen’s dream of the day when 
they are old enough to get their license, but the 
fact of the matter is car crashes are the number 
one cause of teen death in the United States. 
Also, 53 percent of teen deaths in fatal accidents 
occurred on the weekends and 41 percent oc-
curred between 9 pm and 6 am. These statistics 
are alarming to think that every teen driver is at 
risk of an outcome like this. When the United 

states see numbers as high as  55 percent of 
teens killed in car crashes weren’t using their 
seat belts, that makes it really hard for me to 
think that teens are really ready to actually get 
behind the wheel. Because not only are their 
lives at stake but so are others. If teens can’t 
handle the simple rule of putting on their seat 
belt before they drive how are we even allowed 
to get a driver’s license?

I’m not saying that we should have to wait 
any longer to get our license but there should 
defi nitely but some kind of test where it shows  
how well someone is at making simple and 
common sense decisions. Having 31 percent 
of teen drivers being under the infl uence of 
alcohol at the time of their death is beyond me, 
because to be bluntly honest teens shouldn’t 
even be drinking in the fi rst place and innocent 
people shouldn’t have to die at the careless 
actions of teens that think it’s cool to show off 
in front of their friends or simply teens that just 
don’t think.

faced a voter’s eyes, Humphrey made his best 
I-have-misplaced-my-meds giggle. The next 
frame tells us “This would be funny if it wasn’t 
so serious,” but I’m not sure if that’s referring to 
the question or the 1968 ad itself. It turns out that 
Humphrey thought people would regard swelly-
named Spiro Agnew as obscure, being in his 
fi rst term as Maryland’s governor. I’ll go tell the 
Baltimore Ravens that they play in an “obscure” 
state, and Humphrey’s kids had better pay when 
Terrell Suggs layeth the smackdown.
 7. Alan Grayson (D-FL): The criticism of 
opponent Daniel Webster is well-constructed 
and valid in this advertisement, but it’s all ruined 
with a fi nal “Taliban Dan Webster” frame. Does 
that imply that pro-life beliefs, even in the case 
of rape, are the American equivalent of public 
decapitation, and denying abused women health 
care is like bombing a school for educating little 
girls? I personally despise all four, but does anyone 
smell something hyperbolic?
 6. Vernon Robinson (R-NC): A  B&W ad 
which suggests we are living in the Twilight Zone. 
“It’s like a veritable Who’s Who of things white 
conservatives hate,” says Mandatory.com. Vernon 
may have alienated thousands of potential supporters 
with ideologically narrow one-liners, like “the aliens 
are here, but they didn’t come in a spaceship.”

Do you think 
circuses treat 
the animals in 

the show 
immorally?

“...innocent people 
shouldn’t have to die at the 

careless actions of teens that 
think it’s cool to show off in 

front of their friends or simply 
teens that just don’t think.”

 The Has Trunks Will 
Travel versus Oregon 
Zoo custody battle over 
Rosie-Tu’s newborn el-
ephant has stirred up an 
obvious issue —why are 

there still circuses in the first place?
 Circuses were an extremely popu-
lar attraction up until the early nineteen 
hundreds, but are audiences still lining 
up outside the big top in the 21st centu-
ry? With all the advancements in tech-
nology the country has seen over the 
past few decades, I would be surprised 
if Americans are still mesmerized by a 
couple of elephants trotting around the 
ring or standing on their heads. I’d like 
to think we are more mature and sophis-
ticated than that.
 Circus-goers may not realize this, 
but elephants and other circus animals 
are not born with the talent necessary 
to ride bicycles or jump through rings 
of fire. They are put through a lot of 

cruel trauma during training for their 
big debut in the tent, which was again 
brought to the attention of many oblivi-
ous Americans with the eventual release 
of the disturbing footage used against 
Has Trunks Will Travel. In order to 
teach them tricks, elephants are poked, 
prodded, jabbed, and beaten merci-
lessly. These ruthless training tactics 
have resulted in 28 animal deaths since 
2000, according to a report released by 
PETA. And as if their experiences dur-
ing shows and training aren’t traumatic 
enough, they are constantly confined to 
trailers, often without enough food and 
water for long trips in between destina-
tions. 
 Although it’s technically illegal, 
circuses, like Ringling Bros., are in-
excusably able to get away with such 
cruelty simply because nobody is moni-
toring the situation. The government 
has agencies that monitor the viability 
of robotic bees and machine generated 
humor, but they don’t have one agency 
to monitor and regulate the treatment of 
circus animals. That’s ludicrous. 

 Ugh, Black Friday. Good 
for some teens, but not so 
good for adults. 
 Black Friday is a way for 
teens to earn some extra 

cash, if anything as a babysitter or a line 
placeholder. Meanwhile, some parents 
are waiting hours upon hours in line for 
some of the “hottest deals” this holiday 
season has to offer. But most adults have 
kids now, and if they’re buying Christmas 
gifts, they’re going to need a babysitter. 
Who is better to go ask to babysit? 
 Teens would rather save their money 
than blow it on items they could get any 
other time. Why camp out to go to a store 
for 10 minutes and buy one or two items? 
Wouldn’t it be easier to buy things earlier, 
or perhaps put them on layaway? 
 Black Friday is a waste of time. Why 
do those crazy shoppers do it? Everything 
ends up going on sale for the holidays 
anyway, right? So, why not just wait until 
after Black Friday, when you can shop 
during the day? How would waiting and 
waiting not get boring, with nothing to 
do in line to entertain themselves?  Then 
there’s those insane shoppers, and in some 
cases crowded walkways that no one can 
walk on. It’s difficult to stand on line with 
it being so crowded.  So, many injuries 
are reported as well, why would someone 
want to be at risk for that happening to 
them? Thanksgiving was the day before, 
and parents were probably up early prepar-
ing for the feast that night. Why wait and 
end up being tired for days to come? 
 Is it worth it? No way. It’s way too 
hectic, and it’s claustrophobic. Being 
surrounded by so many others gives a 
sense of feeling overwhelmed, and not 
one shopper likes that feeling. Black Fri-
day shouldn’t even be advertised as it is, 
because it’s really not that big of a deal, 
and commercials over exaggerate it. For 
some, this may be a tradition to get their 
children or themselves a good holiday gift, 
and for others it is a time for relaxation 
after the big Thanksgiving feast that took 
place that day. 

 Election time is a period of 
anticipation, dread, and head-
aches. However, nothing is 
quite like outrageous political 
endorsements. This two-part 

top 10 list is my early Christmas present to stu-
dents: 
 10. Christine O’Donnell (R-DE): A simple 
“talking head” commercial, has ruffl ed some 
feathers when she starts with “I am not a witch,” 
and goes existential with “I’m you.” Although she 
confessed to dabbling in witchcraft during high 
school on 1990s TV program Politically Incor-
rect,  she wasn’t alchemizing Love Potion No. 9; 
O’Donnell’s notorious for her, uh, anti-self-abuse 
campaign.
 9. Lyndon Johnson (D-TX): The group who 
ruined the “bedsheet ghost” Halloween costume 
burned a wooden cross and walked around, just 
like in O Brother, Where Art Thou? When the 
KKK publicly supported Barry Goldwater’s un-
successful 1964 presidential campaign, somebody 
took the money and ran. 
 8. Hubert Humphrey (D-MN): As a televi-
sion screen querying “Agnew for Vice President?” 

“I think they do 
because they want 
the animals to 
be at the top and 
give a good per-
formance for the 
audience.”

-Senior
Hector Jimenez
“No they have 
them do things 
they’re not sup-
posed to do. They 
have lions jump 
through hoops.”

-Junior 
Lisa Huynh

“I think they are 
treated fairly. They 
get snacks and 
their fed and they 
have water”

-Freshman
Sebastian Precup

“In  some in-
stances but for the 
most part, they are 
maintained and 
well fed”

-Senior
Logan Clark
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Girls outswim Centennial Eagles

Senior  guard Seven Wallace passes the ball in bounds during the Scots’ 
84-66 loss to the Cardinals, the Scots’ next game will take place in the West 
Salem tournament at West Salem Dec. 27.                        Photo by Ellen VanSlyke
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Senior 
Emma 

Tippery 
swims in 
the Dec. 
13 meet 
against 

centennial 
in which 

the Scots 
came out 

victorious. 
Tippery 
placed 
third in 
the 100 

meter 
breast-

stroke.The 
next meet 

will be 
held Jan. 

3 at the 
Gresham 

Invita-
tional. 
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Night with the Scots

ANDREW NGUY
staff reporter

Winter sports 
earning wins

THOMPSON

Possible Additional 
Summer Drivers 

Education Session
The new session will begin end of July and 

end in early August
If interested, contact Drivers Ed. instructors 

Nate Owings, John Green-Hite, or Tamra Coplen

 The winter season has 
been kind to Douglas athletics 
so far this year, with a lot of 
great wins in games and tour-
naments.
 The wrestling team has 
dominated it’s opponents, plac-
ing first in both the Barlow and 
David Douglas invites and also 
placing fourth of over 20 teams 
in the Coast Classic.
 Both the boys’ and girls’ 
swim teams are also undefeat-
ed.
 The boys’ basketball team 
has a 3-3 record. They have 
fallen to Clackamas, Westview 
and Lincoln, but have taken 
wins over McMinnville, Lin-
coln, and Oregon City.
 The Girls’ basketball team 
holds an impressive 4-1 record, 
with victories over Sandy, Ben-
son, McKay, and Jefferson. 
The girls’ only loss was 54-49 
against the Cleveland Warriors. 
 The next wrestling meet 
will be held Dec 28 at the North-
west Duals, Boys’ and girls’ 
basketball will be a Dec. 27 
home game against Willamette 
and a Dec. 21 Hood River tour-
nament ant Hood River. The 
Next swim meet will be today’s 
home meet against Reynolds.

 The south gym was nearly full 
for the annual Night with the Scots 
on Nov. 20.
 The purpose of the night was to 
get students and parents excited for 
the 2012-13 varsity girls’ and boys’ 
basketball season by holding a fun-
filled night packed with various 
raffle ticket drawings and prizes, 
and free shirts for the first 100 
people that showed up.
 The doors opened at five-thirty 
p.m. while the varsity boys and girls 
basketball teams warmed up and 
participated in a pre-scrimmage. 
Around six o’clock p.m. the 
introductions took place by Spanish 
teacher Gary Maass followed by 
the National Anthem performed 
by the Pep Band. After the girls’ 
introduction, they participated in 
the first scrimmage leading into a 

performance by the Tams Dance 
Team.
 Following the Tams was the 
boys’ first scrimmage. Afterwards  
the Alumni Cheerleaders performed, 
followed by the girls’ second 
scrimmage.
 Reaching half-time, the “Little 
Dribblers” performed, which 
lead into the “Jr. Cheerleaders” 
performance. After half-time, the 
boys took part in their second 
scrimmage and the girls came out 
and entertained the crowd with 
a dance. Next, the boys and girls 
teams had their three point shoot-out 
followed by the boys’ entertainment 
as well. Ending the night was a staff 
basketball game.
 “Night with the Scots was a 
great success and it’s always fun 
to get the community involved and 
give out presents and free items.” 
said girls basketball coach Mike 
Costello.

The Scots lost 84-66 against the 
Lincoln Cardinals in a Dec. 11 home 
game due to an inability to get to the 
free throw line.   
 Douglas won the tip off and started 
with a layup. Lincoln also scored a 
layup, and the Scots followed with a 
three-pointer. After layups from both 
teams, senior guard Obie Thompson 
scored a jump shot and three-pointer. 
After a couple of jump shots and a lay 
up by junior forward Sergio Palmore, 
the Cardinals made a free throw. Both 
teams scored lay ups, and Lincoln 
scored a three pointer, ending the first 
quarter 22-15, Scots.

The second quarter started with 
senior guard Steven Wallace passing 
the ball to senior forward Nick Koza, 
who scored a lay up. Lincoln made 
two three-pointers, but senior guard 
Bickelson Samuel and Koza came 
back with two layups, followed by 
two Lincoln lay ups. Lincoln went on 
a three shot streak which was ended 
by a sophomore guard Hunter Davis 
three-pointer. The half ended 41-37, 
Lincoln.
 The third quarter started with 
Koza scoring and was followed by 
fouls on both sides. Lincoln scored 

two lay ups, which 
were followed by 
Wallace’s lay up and 
foul. Lincoln scored 
a lay up and jump 
shot, while the Scots 
fouled twice. Senior 
guard Aickelson 
Samuel scored a 

lay up, followed by a Lincoln lay up, 
followed by a three-pointer by junior 
guard Andre Reasno. Lincoln made a 
jump shot and lay up before the Scots’ 
seventh foul. The Cardinals ended the 
quarter in the lead with a jump shot, 63-
46.
 The last quarter began with two 
Lincoln lay ups, followed by a lay up 
by Palmore. Lincoln scored two lay ups 
and senior guard Tim Patrick scored 
two jump shots, bringing the score 
to 71-52, Cardinals. Lincoln made 
two free throws, and Wallace made a 
jump shot, followed by the Scots’ 10th 
foul. Lincoln made one free throw and 
Patrick made a three-pointer, followed 
by a Lincoln layup and three free 
throws. Reasno made one lay up, and 
Patrick scored a three-pointer. Palmore 
and Davis ended the game with a jump 
shot and three-pointer.
 “They competed harder than us 
and we didn’t get to the free throw 
line,” said coach Chad Reeves.

 The girls’ swim team defeated 
the Centennial Eagles at an away meet 
on Dec. 13.
 First, in the 200 meter medley 
relay  David Douglas team “A” placed 
first  at 2:02.52.
 Second was the 200 meter free 
with senior Alice Ochs coming in first 
at 2:05.05. Following close behind 
was senior Erin Forsyth with 2:25.94. 
Sophomore Lindsay Carson came in 
third.
 Junior Hao Nguyen came in first 
in the 50 meter free with 24.43 and 
Alana Pham second at 29.91.
 Next, in the 100 meter butterfly. 
sophomore Pamela Kennedy and 
senior Megan Bier  came in second 
and third with times of 1:06.91 and 

1:10.95.
 In the 100 meter free, Forsyth 
came in first at 1:06.79 and senior 
Nikita Morgan came in third with 
1:10.29  
 Bier and freshman Arielle Louie 
came in second and third in the 500 
meter free with times of 6:08.25 and 
6:22.75.
 In the 100 meter backstroke, 
Nissen came in first with 1:08.96 and  
senior Emma Tippery coming in third 
at 1:18.33.
 In the 100 meter breaststroke 
sophomore Brynne Merkely and 
senior Asha Nelson-Nehl came in 
second and third with times of 1:21.19 
and 1:23.69.
 Concluding the meet was the 
400 meter freestyle relay. The scots’ 
team “A” came in first with a time of 
4:06.56.
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Wrestlers pin West Linn 55-15
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Girls’ basketball wins with strong defense

RECORDS

BRITTANY BROWN 
BASKETBALL

JOSH DYK
BASKETBALL

MEDINA CERIC
 staff reporter

B. SWIMMING  N/A 
G. SWIMMING  N/A        
B. BASKETBALL 3-3
G. BASKETBALL 4-1
WRESTLING  N/A

B. SWIMMING:         G. SWIMMING:      
1. CCHS 1. DDHS
2. BHS 2. SMA
3. GHS 3. CCHS      
                         
B. BASKETBALL:       G. BASKETBALL:
1. BHS 1. CCHS
2. CCHS 2. BHS 
3. DDHS 3. DDHS
 
WRESTLING:
1. N/A
2. N/A
3. N/A                  
   

HIGHLANDER’S
PLAYERS
OF THE
MONTH

JV 

Mercede Johnson and Morgan Whitcomb taking the ball down court during the 
girls’ Dec. 13 game against Jefferson.    Photo courtesy Gary Kemp

ALEXIS BLASIER
staff reporter

“From peewee to 
the NFL boys will 
play football and 
we will watch them 
get hit and tack-
led.”

Elijah Taylor wrestling his match against West Linn at home Dec. 12. The Scots de-
feated the Lions with a combined team score of 55-15.    Photo by Tierra Johansen

 From the
Sidelines

 Football is not to blame for 
the suicides of football players.
 For the last few years the is-
sue of concussions within the 
NFL have been highly discussed. 
Past hereos are suffering from 
disabling mental and emotion-
al issues and the fi nger is be-
ing pointed at the big bad NFL.
 Most recently the Kansas City 
Chiefs’ linebacker Jovan Belcher 
devastatingly committed suicide in 
front of his coaches after killing his 
girlfriend. Football didn’t make him 
do it, but nobody just goes and kills 
their loved ones, and you can’t dis-
count the impact of concussions 
on someone’s emotional stability.
 Professional football play-
ers are grown men, old enough 
to weigh the risks of playing.
 Are the fans to blame? If 
viewers didn’t tune in to watch, 
players wouldn’t have the job.
 Pressure from the press 

to win might be to blame. 
 If the sport itself, fans, or pres-
sure isn’t it, who is? Maybe the 
victim themselves hold the blame. 
Like with smoking, smokers know 
it will harm them someday, but 
they continue to smoke. Players 
know today these hits to the head 
aren’t a good thing. The hits may 
not affect them anytime soon, so 
why stop? Why give up what you 
love if it doesn’t kill you today?
 I blame concussions for their 
depression, and although those suf-
fering from depression could chose 
suicide, there is help.   
 The NFL is working hard to 
make the game safer, close to 
the expense of the game itself.  
The expense will help, no doubt.
 From peewee to the NFL 
boys will play football and we 
will watch them get hit and tack-
led.  Each individual must decide 
if the potential risk is worth it.  

Personal responsibility of players

The girls’ basketball team 
defeated Jefferson High School 
with a 47-39 win on Dec. 14.
 The girls were down 9-7 
after the first quarter. They were 
working hard and competition 
was heat ing up.  Not  giving 
up and preserving through the 
quarter the girls scored 12 points 
which put them at 21-14 at the 
half time. 
 The third quarter was filled 
with strong defense from both 
teams.  David Douglas  gir ls 
scored a total of 11 points, bring-
ing the score to 32-20. 
 In the forth and final quarter 
girls scored a total of 15 points 
and came out on top with a 47-39 
win. 
 Five foot eight senior guard 
and forward Mercede Johnson 

brought the total score up 13 
points.
 Five foot three freshman 
guard Sydni Dalton made a total 
of eight points throughout the 
game. Dalton is the daughter of 
coach Jeremiah Dalton and is 
also one of the youngest players 
on the varsity team. 
 Six  foot  three  f reshman 
center Gennah Schoen scored 
six points in the game. Schoen 
is the tallest girl on the basket-
ball team. Both Schoen and 5’8 
junior forward and center Kath-
erine Phonasa had nine rebounds 
each.
 “The whole team played 
pretty strong defense,” said head 
varsity coach Mike Costello. 
“The girls played great team 
basketball, everyone that got in 
contributed. That comes from 
working hard in practice and 
being ready everyday.”

 The boys’ swim team partic-
ipated in a meet against Centen-
nial on Thursday, Dec. 13, post-
ing several first place finishes.
 In event six, senior Leland 
Mil ler  placed f i rs t  with s ix 
points in the 200-yard freestyle.  
Junior Noah Kirk placed third 
with three points followed by 
senior Wiley Wolfe placed fourth 
with two points. 
 In event ten, the 200-yard 
IM, junior Sam Redwine-Hixon 
placed first with six points, and 
junior Jonathon Merkley placed 
third with three points. 
 In the 50-yard freestyle, 
event 12, junior Lucky Le placed 
first with six points. Sopho-
more Bryan Huynh placed fifth 
with one point, and senior An-
drew Capatina followed in sixth 
place.
 The  next  event  was  the  
100-yard butterfly. Junior Ray-
mond Miller placed first with 
s ix  points ,  and junior  Phi l -

lip L’Esperance 
p l a c e d  f o u r t h 
with two points.  
 I n  e v e n t  2 0 , 
t h e  1 0 0 - y a r d 
freestyle Leland 
M i l l e r  p l a c e d 
f i r s t  w i t h  s i x 
p o i n t s .  Wo l f e 
p l a c e d  f o u r t h 

with two points and Capatina 
placed sixth. 
 In event 22, the 500-yard 
f r ees ty l e ,  Raymond  Mi l l e r 
placed first with six points, and 
Kirk placed fourth with two 
points.
 In event 28, the 100-yard 
backstroke,  Redwine-Hixon 
placed second with four points, 
and following him was Merkley 
placing third with three points, 
and freshman Brendon Todd in 
fourth with two points. 
 The final boys’ event, 32,  
was the 100-yard breaststroke.  
Le placed second with four 
points, and L’Esperance placed 
third ,earning three points, and 
Huynh finished in sixth.

 The wrestling team tamed the 
West Linn Lions 55-15 in team 
points at home on Dec. 12. 
 “They did well, they showed 
they were more physical, aggres-
sive, and in better condition then 
their opponents,” said freshman 
wrestling coach Wayne Snoder-
ly. 
 After two byes 120 pound 
freshman Tristin Molinari pinned 
West Linn making the team score 
18-0. 
 In an impressive 36 seconds 
132 pound senior Jeremiah Baker 
had a pin against West Linn. 
 Two pins were then made by 
138 pound senior Gabriel Peak 
and 145 pound junior Rick Moli-
nari, making the score 36-6. 
 A major decision win by 160 

pound senior Eli-
jah Taylor would 
bring yet another 
win to the Doug-
las score book. 
Followed by 170 
pound senior Zach 
Brewer winning 
by decision. The 

last wins of the dual were by 195 
senior Ihoghama Odighizuwa and 
285 pound senior Jerome Massad. 
The four lost matches totaled the 
ending score to 55-15.  
 “We did s trong in most 
matches. All working hard to 
the fullest, we had a few for-
feits though. Our freshman, new 
wrestlers, and junior varsity did 
really well and we appreciate 
the fan support and we cant wait 
to see you all again this week,” 
said sophomore varsity wrestler 
Quentin Jamieson.

BAKER

LELAND
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Chimp with DDHS connection passes

PT Conference numbers down

Celtic Heart, Abby’s Closet to the rescue Giving Tree sponsored by Toys for Tots

Japanese Club

Health Center 
appointments free 

LAWRENCE DIPRIMO
NYC POLICE OFFICER

 The Oregon Zoo lost a very important 
member of its menagerie on Nov. 30.     
 Coco the chimpanzee was around 60 
years old when she died; the median life 
expectancy for a female chimp is 31.7 years. 
Coco had been at the Oregon Zoo for 50 of 
those years. 
 According to KATU’S website, “Coco 
was quite elderly for a chimp,” primate 
Curator Jennifer Davis said. “Unfortunately, 
she suffered a debilitating health setback 
earlier in the week and her quality of life had 
diminished to the point where euthanizing 
her was the most humane option.” Coco was 
the second oldest chimp in any American 
Zoo. In Coco’s life span, she had 16 children, 

while chimpanzees usually have a baby only 
once every eight years in the wild. Two of 
her children still live at the zoo, and they are 
in their 30’s.They spent quite a bit of time 
grooming her  in her last months.
 Biology teacher Eric Matthews is a 
ChimpanZoo Observer for the Jane Goodall 
Institute. He is involved in recording behavior 
of captive chimpanzees. He does observations 
at the Oregon Zoo and has been doing it for 
the past 14 years.
 “For the past four years she has not 
been able to climb or go outside, because 
of arthritis,” said Matthews. “However, she 
was always curious and active, even while 
the others slept. She found happiness in 
everything, even thumbing through magazines 
for 28 minutes in one sitting. I will miss her a 
great deal.”

 Fewer and fewer students have 
been attending the fall parent-teacher 
conferences, which has been shown 
in the data over the past three years.
     Through Oct. 25-26, 201 out of 758 
freshmen showed up to the conferences, or 26 
percent. Out of 830 sophomores, 206 of them 
attended, or 25 percent. For juniors, 157 out 
of 723 students attended, or 22 percent. Out 
of the 677 seniors, 141 of them showed up, 
or 21 percent. From a total of 2,988 students, 
705 went to conferences, or 24 percent.
 Last year, 274 out of 859, or 32 

percent of freshmen attended. Out of 759 
sophomores, 216, or 28 percent of them 
made it to conferences. There were 11 
percent, or 73 out of 673 juniors that went 
to conferences. Out of 669 seniors, 167, r 25 
percent of them showed up. There was a total 
of 2,960 students at David Douglas, and 730, 
or 25 percent of them attended conferences.
 In 2010, 33 percent, or 274 out of 826 
freshmen showed up to fall conferences. For 
sophomores, 215 out of 794 students, or 27 
percent attended. Out of 695 juniors, 219, or 
32 percent attended conferences. For seniors, 
32 percent, or 229 out of 713 showed up. 
There was a total of 3,028 students, with 
937, or 31 percent of them in attendence.

 Abbey’s Closet and Celtic Heart are 
constantly collecting clothes, food, and other 
materials for the underprivileged students of 
David Douglas.
 Abbeys Closet gets around 2,000 
dresses a year. Abbey’s Closet board 
member and student advisory board 
cochair Liz Orr and Van Kirk Flower 
Shop collect dresses all year for the yearly 
giveaway event that this year is on March 16 

and 17. David Douglas is always in the top 
three schools of students in need of dresses. The 
DDHS dress drive is in early winter. 
 Celtic Heart’s main purpose is to provide 
school supplies, shoes, clothing, and hygiene 
packs to students and families in need. It 
provide classrooms with water and snacks for 
kids that have missed breakfast or lunch. Celtic 
Heart helps about 700 people a year. 
 “We started Celtic Heart so we could help 
students be more successful in school, it has a 
lot to do with the economy,” said Celtic Heart 
coordinator Tracy Orr.

The school based health center, 
which in full operation, provides free 
appointments to all David Douglas 
School District students with the ability 
to treat athletic injuries, common 
ailments, provide health check ups, and 
confi dential counseling to students. It 
is open on Tuesday from 9:45 a.m. to 
5:45 p.m. and other weekdays from 
7:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

David Douglas student Esther Verbruggen, a member of the ChimpanZoo club, does research on one 
of the captive chimpanzees at the Oregon Zoo.                  Photo courtesy Eric Matthews

What better way to spend loose change 
than to put it with others’ and purchase a gift 
for children in foster care? 

The school participated in the annual 
Giving Tree Dec. 3-19. The event was spon-
sored by the Toys for Tots foundation. The 
DDHS National Honors Society has been 
hosting this event for fi ve years. 

In the cafeteria, there was a small Chist-
mas tree, adorned with small star shaped 
ornaments that had the age and gender of 
a child in foster care. Classrooms were en-

couraged to pick one of those children, and 
to come together and buy a gift for them. If 
every student donated 50 cents in a class of 
30 students they collected $15 to buy a gift 
for a child who otherwise may not receive 
one this holiday season. 

Students were also able to bring in un-
wrapped games and toys to donate to Toys 
for Tots. After students and teachers chose 
the child they were going to buy a gift for, 
and purchased the gift, they took it to the 
North or South offi ce. The NHS is hoping to 
beat the number of gifts that they collected 
last year, which was around 63 presents for 
foster care children. 

Senior Evan Smith organizes clothes in the Celtic Heart storage area. Smith, a TA for Celtic Heart 
coordinator Heather Murdock, sorts incoming donations for the Celtic Heart.            Photo by Gabby Kupfer

Take a picture  
with Santa on 

the north stage 
today at lunch!

ONLY $1.00
All Proceeds go to 

“Pennies for Patients”

Scots Center 
is Back in Room 

180!
Open Everyday 

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Except Late Lunch

Get help in Math, History, English, 
Science & More!

Contact Andrew Constantinescu for more 
information in Room 180

paper, trying to match. After a tie, the red 
team won and was selected to seek in the third 
challenge, a 15-minute game of hide-and-seek 
which ended in the blue team’s victory.

In the fourth challenge, both teams gathered 
for a group photo in which the group with the 
most members present won. After scrambling 
and shoving, the red team came out victorious.

The fi nal challenge was a milk and cocao 
chocolate eating contest. Each contestant picked 
a number and rolled a pair of dice, the number 
corresponded to a certain spoon. Each contestant 
would drink a spoonful of milk. The number 
rolled by the dice determined the number of 
chocolates they were required to eat.

The blue team won and each member 
received a stick of green apple fl avored Hi-Chew. 
As punishment, the red team were subjected 
to getting their faces vandalized by the blue 
team with permanent marker. Contestants have 
already been chosen to participate in the second 
round: Japanese Club Running Man New Year’s 
Special.
 “We’re thinking of holding [the second 
round on Dec. 27],” said Japanese Club 
president Bao-Tran Tieu.
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