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from a total of four to fi ve Multnomah County schools and beyond. 
 Student leaders also go by a Outdoor School “name” for the week, 
which they get to choose. The name is specialized by the student leader. 
True names aren’t revealed to the students until the end of camp. Every 
student and student leader receives a special wood “cookie” name 
tag. 
 During the time that they are there, sixth graders are taught under 
the leadership of the student leaders. They have three meals a day that 
are served family style and require proper meal etiquette. During each 
meal the students are given a weather report, have cabin inspection 
results read, and participate in group songs. Each student has table 
setting duties, must serve food, clean tables, carry fi rewood, forecast 
the day’s weather, and raise or lower the fl ag. Group singing is also a 
big part of the program as students are able to learn camp style songs.

        

See Outdoor School Page 12
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How much do 
games infl uence 
us? Find out the good 
and the bad in Features.

Outdoor School returns in full “forest” this year

November

Seussical musical delights audiences

KENNEDY BERTELSON
staff reporter
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Coast ‘Crazy’ for boys and Cali

‘After Earth’ unimaginative

Black & White 
Mono
English
110 minutes
IMDb 

: 8.6

REEL
LIVES ‘Sunset’ starlet sears
CAMEREN LEE 

COMING
 PORTLAND
DECEMBER

to

•Drake
•Rose Quarter
•Dec. 3, 7:00

•WWE Smackdown•Rose Quarter
•Dec. 10, 7:00

•”Samurai”
• Portland Art Museum/Whitsell Auditorium•Through December

•Seussical the Musical•PAC
•Tomorrow, Nov. 23, 7:00; Nov. 24, 2:30

•MONSTER JAM @ Rose Quarter,
Feb. 15-16

•HARLEM GLOBETROT-
TERS @ Rose Quarter, Feb. 22 

•SEUSSICAL @ PAC, Nov. 8-10 and 15-17
 

save these
dates

“...the film’s cynicism still sears.”

YOU BE
JUDGE

“Heck yes, 
because 
Peeta is cuter than Edward and Jacob 
combined.”

-Freshman
Dessie Jaenke

Will Hunger 
Games trilogy 

surpass 
Twilight?

“Definitely, 
since Twilight doesn’t have as much of a plot.”

-Freshman
Eliza Fitch

“Yes, because Twilight was a stupid love story.” 

-Freshman 
Jessica Coyne

WHO SAID
LINE?
that

“We rob banks.” 

•They really did rob banks

•The most famous criminal lovers of 
the 30s

•Film was 
groundbreaking for its amorality and 
violence

in

the

 Sunset Blvd, Hollywood’s most scathing self-examination, is an oft-analysed classic. Still, for all the ink devoted to its central figure, faded starlet Norma Desmond, it’s rare that she isn’t written off as a villain. This isn’t necessarily the case. Granted, Norma is nuts. This lady’s mental collapse puts Spears and LiLo in perspective; nobody cares about her when it happens. That is, besides Max, butler and first husband, who secretly writes all her fan mail to prevent another suicide attempt. As Roger Ebert noted, he “holds the film together”, and his love “keeps it from becom-ing simply a waxworks or a freak show”.
 However, Joe Gillis, who’s dead in the pool by the time he bothers to start narrating, is like if Nick in The Great Gatsby lost almost all empathy. While funny and insightful, he actively tries to 

turn Sunset Blvd into the waxwork it transcends, and he’s a major reason the film’s cynicism still sears. 
 The narration promises to give facts before inevitable distortion, but despite softer moments, it’s still like a tabloid tell-all hell-bent on humiliation. Furthermore, this unemployed B-movie machine doesn’t have any respectable artistic integrity, as shown in a humorous scene where his script is criticized for unoriginality by a young lady later to have some plot significance. Besides, as is made clear, Tinseltown also lacks such integrity - or sympathy, as their neglect and unfeeling toward Norma displays.

 “There’s nothing tragic about being 50,” says Gillis, “not unless you try to be 25.” What he doesn’t realize is that Norma Desmond has nothing but her script he’s doctoring, old publicity photos, forged fan mail, memories, and the fantasy Max maintains to keep her away from the gun.

After Earth is that post-apocalyptic flick that manages to be a catastrophe itself, both as en-tertainment and as director M. Night Shyamalan’s attempted rebound after The Last Airbender. The movie concerns a teenage boy, Kitai Raige, played by Jaden Smith, and his legendary father Cypher, played by Will Smith, getting stranded on Earth after disastrous events force hu-mans to escape. During the crash, Cypher is critically injured, leav-ing Kitai to go on an adventure to signal help. The dangers along the way include unfamiliar land filled with animals and an unstoppable alien who escaped during the crash. Six years after I Am Leg-end, Will has been ditched again by civilization - seriously, what does this say about his agent? Joking aside, its values about keeping families together were potentially heart-warming. The vi-suals have been criticized, but they may not have been treated as such if the movie it was dressing up had any substance. It was dull and typical; there 

were no surprises or shifts in mood. M. Night may be criticized for overusing late-inning plot twists in his films, but it’s as if he’s abandoned emotional contrast too, for which the ending suffers. There’s nothing wrong with happy endings, but when the narrative journey that precedes one is so hollow and uninvolving, it’s hard to take seriously. Shyamalan’s biggest mistake here was be-ing too easy to swallow. After Earth had no real suspense, drama, or weight - M. Night never suggested that he had the nerve to separate the Smiths. Even the high-stakes chase scenes, which are things that have literally kept some directors feeding their families, weren’t exciting. Interest-ingly, the well-done scenery possibly conveyed the dread of Kitai and Cypher’s situation better than Shyamalan’s script and the Smiths’ perfor-mances. 
 With more imagination and bravery, After Earth may have recovered Shyamalan from the wasteland, but by letting the Smiths survive his movie with such little struggle, he earned anoth-er few years as a critical punchline. Another Will Smith rap could have also helped; “Just The Two of Us (Literally)” had “hit” written all over it.

“It wound 
up dull and 
typical.”

TONI 
CHERRY

The Crazy for You album by Best Coast sings a tune to the brokenhearted and anyone who loves a story encompassed in an 
album sung by 
a girl crazy for 
both boys and 
California. 

D e s p i t e  a 
poppy feel, the 
self-deprecating 
lyrics that shad-
ow most of the al-
bum reveal dark-
ness in the sunny 
atmosphere that 
the material gains 
depth from. Not 
only is she the-matically occupied with her infatu-ation with this boy, she concerns herself with issues like self-worth and personal identity. The album shows self-discovery as she finds herself without a relationship, with-in it, and then without one again. It is authentic pop music without self-righteousness, easy listening 

without hollow professionalism and synthesizers, heartfelt without targeting frustrated fifteen-year old girls, and it gently balances boy-concerned angst without sounding calculated or hostile towards an entire gender, à la Beyonce.Best Coast, formed in 2009, is a duo comprised of songwriter-vocalist Bethany Cosentino and multi-instrumentalist Bobb Bruno. Crazy for You is their 2010 debut album, but their sophomore effort The Only Place came last year, and their Fade Away EP was released on October 22nd. 
All together it is listenable pop, with lyrics that, while not necessar-ily insightful, are honest. They are a culmination of her yearning for this relationship, the insecurities that ensued, and what her thoughts are during the relationship. It’s not as repetitive as normal pop and shows a little glimpse into the art-ist’s thought process and show’s a little bit of who Bethany is. The cover art shows pictures 

of kittens, California, and bright yellow, green and orange hues to encompass the sunny environment of the album. The whole thing gives you the sensation of a summer vacation wasting away. The cat is apparently Bethany’s own, named Snacks.
All of the songs on the album have a laid back feeling reminiscent of a carefree day.  Drum beats lay with guitar and combine to compli-ment Bethany’s voice. The songs seem to blend into each other in a way that makes Crazy for You an album rather than a collection of singles and filler. They all have a similar vibe of driving to the beach and feeling restless on a slow sum-mer afternoon. It shows Bethany’s dependency on this boy and her dissatisfaction with that. I would recommend this album to anyone feeling the need to be transported to a day of summer angst or anyone wanting to listen to some laid back indie pop that is supported by a strong singer.

“Sings a 
tune for 
the broken-
hearted...”

ABBY 
MOSS

“Probably, 
because 
it’s more 
adventurous.”

-Junior
Alexyss Smith

Seussical the Musical 
was pretty legit. All the 
Scots down in Scotsville 
went out to see it.
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PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

Oregonian•  reporter 
Betsy Hammond called 
him “superman”

School he adminis- • 
trates reached the 
highest report card 
rank in Oregon

How much do 

us? Find out the good 

6-7

 Outdoor School is a learning experience as strong as the old growth 
trees in the campsites, as nearly 100 student leaders from David Douglas 
High School alone went to a student leader workshop. 
 Although the Outdoor School “week” was shortened to only three 
days for attending sixth graders, it is still offered at the three middle 
schools in the district. The students and student leaders can go to one of 
four different sites: Arrah Wanna, Howard, Namanu, and Sandy River. 
Student leaders have a choice between going in the fall and or spring, 
and can go their sophomore, junior or senior years. 
 There are four branches of Natural Science the student leaders can 
specialize to teach in: plants, soil, water, and animals. Each student leader 
is also in charge of a cabin group of eight to 10 sixth graders who come 

David Douglas students and staff had the 
chance to sing along to Dr. Seuss’s famous words, 
right off the page, in this winter’s production, 
“Seussical The Musical,” opening Nov. 15 and 
running through Nov. 24 in the Howard Horner 
Performing Arts Center.

The roughly two-hour long show brings 17 
Dr. Seuss books to life, including Horton Hears a 
Who, The Cat In The Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, 
One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish, and The 

Lorax, the last two of which are minimally 
referenced.

More than 80 students were involved, 
40 performing and 40 backstage. The Cat in 
the Hat was played by junior Olivia Stuart 
and Horton the Elephant by junior Ethan 
Archer. The Sour Kangaroo was played by 
senior Vanessa Peacock; Gertrude McFuzz 
was played by senior Shelby Hansmann, and 
Maizy LaBird was played by junior Amanda 
Schreiter. 

The orchestra pit, representing Wind 
Ensemble and Symphonic Strings, was 
conducted by band instructor Jennifer Muller

Tryouts were held at the end of last school 
year and the beginning of this year. Rehearsals 
were held since the start of school and went 
till opening night.

“I chose [Seussical] because I really like 
the composer, including the other work he’s 
done,” said director and drama instructor 

Michael Givler. “It worked very well with 
casting since we have to pick pieces looking 
at the actors and singers we have available. 
It’s also very popular. It’s a fun show and 
we haven’t done a children’s show in years. 
It was time.”

The set included 20 pieces of moving 
scenery created and staged by stagecraft 
classes. Work began the second week of 
school and continued until opening night. 

“The really cool thing is [the sets] come 
directly from Dr. Seuss’s world,” said technical 
director Molly Stowe. “It was completely put 
together by the students—all the painting and 
building. It was incredible.” 

“Seussical The Musical” was written 
by Tony Award winning composer Stephen 
Flaherty, with lyrics by Lynn Ahrens. 
“Seussical”  has been performed a total of 198 
times on Broadway, with a Tony nomination 
for the lead actor.

4

All the jungle citizens listen to the Whos speak in the musical production second November week. Much fun was had by students and their parents 
too, with the show going from the fi fteenth to four and score two.                   Photo by Kennedy Bertelson

Girls’ water polo 
swam strong at 
MHC, fi nishing fourth in 
conference.

Driver’s licenses 
now available 
through school Driver’s 
Ed.

Portland State’s
‘Pledge’ should
demonstrate to other
colleges how to put up.

MHC, fi nishing fourth in 

11
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Rocket Club continues to blast off

Palermini Stadium rented to other schools

Teachers 
report glitches
with new iPads

SARAH BRADBURYstaff reporter

  The Rocket Club  is readying for take-off as it builds and prepares scale rockets for the up-coming competitive season.  The team meets for one hour after school every Thursday, and sometimes stays longer, and comes in on the off days they have.  With hopes of advancing all the way to Nationals. At meetings, the rocketeers build and create scale rockets which must meet a variety of require-ments in order to gain the team points. Rocket requirements include weight limitations, flight durations, and altitude minimums. The rock-ets also must carry a payload of two raw eggs, enclosed in the vessel. The eggs can not break through the duration of the flight.   The computer programs that the team uses is called “RockSim.” It helps the rocketeers stimulate flights, measure dimensions,  and hopefully carry them all the way to Nationals, which will be held May 10, 2014.   “We are really hoping to go,” said Rocket Club advisor and science teacher Sandra Muel-ler.
  There are 25 club members split into two teams of 10, with five alternates each. The team is looking for sponsors and is fund raising by selling Poptarts and popcorn.   “We would especially like to send a big thanks to DDEF for the $1000 grant that bought the club non-perishable supplies,” Mueller said.  

 Issues with the school’s new iP-ads, primarily Wi-Fi issues, have al-ready been reported. 
 This is the first year that touch pads have been used, replacing text-books and hard copies for world 

l a n g u a g e , 
science, and 
social studies 
classes. Sig-
nificant dam-
age has not 
been report-
ed. Teachers 
have mostly 
reported tech-
nical glitches, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
trouble con-
necting to 
the district Wi-Fi. Some of these problems are long term, forcing some teachers to make last minute lesson changes.  Checklists have been used to document damage to the iPads. Stu-dents who check out an iPad have to write their names down next to the number of the iPad and fill out a sheet with specific guidelines, such as checking for cracks on the screens or if the previous student logged out of his account. If there are any problems, students must report them to the teacher or risk being held ac-countable. To ensure further account-ability, students are also assigned specific iPads by serial number.  “I was strict with [the iPads] at first, but then I eventually identi-fied who had which one,” said social studies teacher Joe Gardner. “I’ve only been able to not use them twice. It’s not that bad. It’s like a dealt hand, and we have to learn to deal with it. We do what we’re told. We’re flex-ible, and we try to minimize prob-lems.”

Juniors Daniel Ursu and David Ha, two members of the Rocket Club, pose with one of their custom 

made rockets, held by Rocket Club advisor Sandra Mueller. The rocket is made of a wood nose, 

a cardboard and wood middle, and plastic launch lugs. The Rocket Club has more members this 

year, 20, in comparison to the four members last year.                              

Superintendent Don Grotting, seen here with district secretary Laura Brewer, was named Superintendent 

of the Year by the Oregon Association of School Executives for 2014.            

 Unbeknownst to most students and community members, 
Palermini Stadium is rented out to other schools and 
organizations within the Portland community, mostly on 
weekends.
 Since its completion six years ago, the two million dollar 
stadium has been rented out to a soccer club known as TFA 
Bosolona and Warner Pacific College, which currently has a 
long term rental agreement with David Douglas.  When being used by a non-district school or organization, 
the athletic department assigns a sight person to watch out 
for any damage that may be done. If there is any damage, the 
outside school or organization is held financially accountable. 
So far, there has been no damage.   “[The athletic department] mostly creates partnerships 
with organizations from our own community that have the same 
priorities as David Douglas, and those are the organizations 
that we mostly rent out the stadium to,” said athletic director 
Greg Carradine. 

 The 2.1 million project was constructed by Fortis Construction 
Incorporated and was named to honor Anthony Palermini, who 
served as district superintendent for over 20 years.  Compared to other schools, Palermini Stadium is a high-quality 
environment for competitions and practices for a variety of sports, 
and has also been home to the Knight’s men’s and women’s soccer 
teams since 2010. The state-of-the-art artificial turf field allows 
competition in any weather.  Unlike many high school stadiums, 
most of the spectator seating area, the grandstand, is covered. 
 “I think our stadium is a very special place, therefore we 
try to establish and maintain an excellent facility for our student 
body,” said Carradine.   The renovation of the stadium was not without some 
controversy. In an effort to sell the bond that financed the work, 
the 2007 school board guaranteed the community that the track 
would be open to the public after school, as many neighbors 
jogged the track of the old stadium. After it opened, however, the 
stadium remained closed to neighbors and the community. It is 
currently open to the community only during school hours, 8:00 
a.m.-2:50 p.m., or if a team is using the field to practice after 
school, at the coach’s discretion.

Grotting, Guynes state administrators of the year
 The district’s own Don Grotting and Ericka Guynes were both recognized as 2013-14 Oregon Administrators of the Year. Superintendent Grotting was named the Superintendent of the Year by the Oregon Association of School Executives for 2014. The OASE represents all Oregon superintendents, and the Confederation of Oregon School Administrators. Grotting was nominated by his administrative team, selected from more than half a dozen other nominees in the state. Superintendent of the Year finalists were measured against their leadership for learning, communication, professionalism, and community involvement.   “His determination that all students, regardless of ethnicity or poverty, can and will succeed has transformed not only our practices but our culture,” stated the David Douglas leadership team in their nomination letter to the OASE. 

 Grotting will be a candidate for the 2014 National Superintendent of the Year, and will be honored at multiple events throughout the 

year, such as the annual Oregon School Boards Association Convention and the American Association of School Administrators National Conference on Education in Nashville, Tenn.
 Earl Boyles Elementary School principal Guynes was recognized as a 2013 National Distinguished Principal by the National Association of Elementary School Principals. Guynes is one of 61 outstanding elementary and middle school principals across the nation. The program recognizes school principals who make superior contributions to their schools and communities and are selected by NAESP state affiliates. 

 “NAESP honors the following outstanding elementary and middle-level administrators for setting high standards for instruction, student achievement, character, and climate for the students, families, and staffs in their learning communities,” stated NAESP on their website. Guynes was honored on Oct. 25 at an awards banquet as part of a two-day program in Washington D.C.

GUYNES

“I’ve only 
been able 
to not use 
them twice. 
It’s not that 
bad. It’s like 
a dealt hand, 
and we have 
to learn to 
deal with it.”

News 3NEWSMAY 26, 2006
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Alice Ott model school

Senior surprised with $10,000

NOVEMBER 22, 2013

Attendance 
competition 
created

Principal John Bier congratulates senior Vincent Chen on his $10,000 

scholarship and new MacBook.      

ANGELA NGUYEN
staff reporter

‘Return to Play’ to address concussions

Alice Ott sixth grade teachers Matt Munstenteiger, Aaron Schauer, and Nick Hooker meet on a late arrival Wednes-

day before students begin school. Alice Ott is home to Confederation of Oregon MIddle School Prinicipal of the 

year James Johnston. Alice Ott is also one of the top nine secondary school in the United States named 2014 

Breakthrough School by the National Association of Secondary School Prinicipals.                       

TONI CHERRY
staff reporter

RIKKA GUSTEY
staff reporter

Redesigned annual state report 

cards have arrived and guess who’s 

one of the state’s top performers? 

Alice Ott Middle School.
Named a Model School for 

the second year in a row, Alice Ott  

rated five out of five on the new 

state created five-tier rating system, 

which appeals to most school’s 

better abilities. This new rating 

system is based on up to five factors 

of standardized testing in reading 

and math, student achievement, 

student growth and growth of 

underserved subgroups.
The school’s overall rating 

of outstanding and outperforming 

other middle schools with similar 

demographics isn’t new to the 

middle school. Alice Ott provides 

readiness tools such as free school 

breakfast for all students and makes 

sure that students attend school and 

are ready to learn. Using tiered 

reading intervention based on 

student skill levels, peer mentoring 

through Leadership classes, English 

Language Development support and 

after school homework club, Alice 

Ott offers the academic support 

students need to continuously 

grow. 
Not only does the school offer 

academic enrichment through 

special programs that allow high 

school credit, but it also offers 

extracurricular activities such as 

sports and home economics. 
“With many stimulating 

options offered to students daily, 

there isn’t a problem promoting 

student achievement through testing 

in order to show improvement and 

growth of our students,” said Alice 

Ott principal Jame Johnston.
The report card included a 

letter from principal Johnston, who 

expressed his excitement about the 

achievements. 
“We are actively working 

toward implementing the new 

Common Core standards and 

preparing students for the Smarter-

Balanced assessment that begins in 

2014-15,” said Johnston.
Being named a model school, 

Alice Ott Middle School serves as 

a model of successful outcomes, 

mainly based on academic growth.

 David Douglas has formed 
a new attendance mentoring 
competition between teachers 
in hopes of improving the 
attendance of students who are 
chronically absent.

 The Attendance Mentor 
Program is strictly voluntary 
and has multiple teacher-led 
teams competing. Each team 
is made up of two teachers and 
12 students. Currently there 
are approximately 25 teachers 
and 100 students involved. The 
competition is broken up into 
two-month blocks.
 “I am very excited 
about the Attendance Mentor 
Program,” said assistant 
principal Mark Haner. “I feel 
it will be a fun, positive way 
for our teachers to assist our 
struggling students who do not 
come to school on a regular 
basis. At the same time, this 
program will reward both 
students and teachers whose 
team improves its average 
daily attendance.”
 The program does not 
address disciplinary actions. 
The hope is to build positive 
connections between students 
and teachers. Students will 
be dropped from their mentor 
groups if they withdraw, if 
they are absent from all of 
their classes for 10 consecutive 
days, or if their attendance 
rises above 95 percent for two 
months.
  “David Douglas always 
looks for new ways to help all 
our students receive the best 
education they can, and this is 
just one more example of how 
we are doing that,” said Haner.

 When he walked through 

the double doors and into school 

on Oct. 14, senior Vincent Chen 

had no idea he’d be leaving with a 

$10,000 scholarship check and a new 

MacBook.
 “Upon seeing the principal 

and my mom, I thought I was 

in serious trouble,” said Chen. 

“Honestly, my mind went blank 

when they announced my name. 

I still remember clearly—my legs 

were shaking because I wasn’t sure 

if this was true. I was really surprised 

because I thought I had no chance of 

winning.”
 A Taiwan native, at age nine 

Chen began spending his summers 

with host family Matt and Rhonda 

Patrick and their kids. By high school, 

he and his siblings permanently 

moved in with the Patricks until his 

mother, Amy Chen, could come to 

America last year.
 Planning to study biochemistry 

and neuroscience, his top three college 

choices are Stanford, University 

of Pennsylvania, and University of 

Chicago.
 “I’m thrilled and blessed,” said 

Chen. “I feel accomplished and 

lucky at the same time because I was 

selected among all those applicants. I 

wouldn’t say I beat them all, but I just 

stood out by being myself.”
 Chen participates in multiple 

extra curricular activities. He played 

soccer last year and was team 

manager for  the boys’ basketball 

team. Currently, he’s serving as vice 

president of Key Club, is a member 

of the Rocket Team, and plays tenor 

sax in both Jazz Band and Wind 

Ensemble.
 “My family and my teachers, 

including Mr. Vega, Mr. Planisek, Ms. 

Norwood, and Mr. and Mrs. Muller, and 

many of my friends have supported me 

ever since I came to David Douglas,” 

he said. “They’ve always been there 

for me during all my ups and downs, 

and I give them my biggest gratitude. I 

encourage everybody to apply for any 

scholarships, and not to be set back 

by the number of applicants or by the 

time-consuming essays. Everybody 

has a talent and should be recognized 

for that. You never know when you’ll 

hit the jackpot.”

 The increase in student athlete concussions has forced the DDHS 

athletic department and athletic trainer to apply the new “Return to 

Play” protocol. 
 “Return to Play” is a medical step by step program to help athletes 

recover from a concussion.  In the state of Oregon, Max’s Law (Senate 

Bill 348) states athletes must be cleared by healthcare professionals 

before returning to their sport. 
 “Resting after a concussion is critical because it helps the brain 

recover,” states the Center for Disease Control Prevention (CDC). 

“Mental and cognitive exertion requires the brain’s energy, and 

when the brain’s energy is depleted due to injury, symptoms such as 

headaches and problems concentrating can worsen, [and] an athlete’s 

performance and physical aptitude will suffer.”

 Cognitive Rest, a break from intense thought activities such as 

school work, is an important recovery plan for concussions. Cognitive 

Rest requires a limited amount of computer work, driving, watching 

television, cell phone use, studying, test taking, reading, or texting. 

These can aggravate the symptoms of a concussion. Limiting cognitive 

activity to a level of tolerability also speeds up the recovery of the 

patient.
 Some student athletes experience a prolonged recovery which 

entails a variety of formal support services, such as shortened school 

days, extra time to complete assignments, meetings to discuss and 

plan needed support, and the suspension of PE classes until a medical 

clearance document is received by the athletic department. 

 Student athletes are often motivated by their studies, so falling 

behind in school or not being able to participate in their sports can be 

stressful and depressing, only aggravating the symptoms. Most students, 

however, will only need temporary formal academic arrangements. 

 “The prevalence of concussions compared to last year has increased, 

but we have a better awareness and are better able to identify them,” 

said Multnomah County Clinic office assistant Kathy Thompson.

 Even though student athletes are at higher risk of being concussed, 

concussions have happened in multiple school settings, even in 

hallways, cafeterias, and classrooms. 
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“Heck yes, 
because 
Peeta is cuter than Edward and Jacob 
combined.”

-Freshman
Dessie Jaenke

Will Hunger 
Games trilogy 

surpass 
Twilight?

“Definitely, 
since Twilight doesn’t have as much of a plot.”

-Freshman
Eliza Fitch

“Yes, because Twilight was a stupid love story.” 

-Freshman 
Jessica Coyne

in

the

After EarthAfter EarthA  is that post-apocalyptic flick that manages to be a catastrophe itself, both as en-tertainment and as director M. Night Shyamalan’s attempted rebound after The Last Airbender.The movie concerns a teenage boy, Kitai Raige, played by Jaden Smith, and his legendary father Cypher, played by Will Smith, getting stranded on Earth after disastrous events force hu-mans to escape. During the crash, Cypher is critically injured, leav-ing Kitai to go on an adventure to signal help. The dangers along the way include unfamiliar land filled with animals and an unstoppable alien who escaped during the crash. Six years after I Am Leg-end, Will has been ditched again 

were no surprises or shifts in mood. M. Night may be criticized for overusing late-inning plot twists in his films, but it’s as if he’s abandoned emotional contrast too, for which the ending suffers. There’s nothing wrong with happy endings, but when the narrative journey that precedes one is so hollow and uninvolving, it’s hard to take seriously.Shyamalan’s biggest mistake here was be-ing too easy to swallow. After Earth had no real suspense, drama, or weight - M. Night never suggested that he had the nerve to separate the Smiths. Even the high-stakes chase scenes, which are things that have literally kept some directors feeding their families, weren’t exciting. Interest-ingly, the well-done scenery possibly conveyed the dread of Kitai and Cypher’s situation better than Shyamalan’s script and the Smiths’ perfor

“It wound 
up dull and 
typical.”

TONI

The Crazy for You album by Best Coast sings a tune to the brokenhearted and anyone who loves a story encompassed in an 
album sung by 
a girl crazy for 
both boys and 
California. 

D e s p i t e  a 
poppy feel, the 
self-deprecating 
lyrics that shad-
ow most of the al-
bum reveal dark-
ness in the sunny 
atmosphere that 
the material gains 
depth from. Not 
only is she the-matically occupied with her infatu-ation with this boy, she concerns herself with issues like self-worth and personal identity. The album shows self-discovery as she finds herself without a relationship, with-in it, and then without one again. It is authentic pop music without self-righteousness, easy listening 

without hollow professionalism and synthesizers, heartfelt without targeting frustrated fifteen-year old girls, and it gently balances boy-concerned angst without sounding calculated or hostile towards an entire gender, à la Beyonce.Best Coast, formed in 2009, is a duo comprised of songwriter-vocalist Bethany Cosentino and multi-instrumentalist Bobb Bruno. Crazy for You is their 2010 debut album, but their sophomore effort The Only Place came last year, and their Fade Away EP was released on October 22nd. 
All together it is listenable pop, with lyrics that, while not necessar-ily insightful, are honest. They are a culmination of her yearning for this relationship, the insecurities that ensued, and what her thoughts are during the relationship. It’s not as repetitive as normal pop and shows a little glimpse into the art-ist’s thought process and show’s a little bit of who Bethany is. The cover art shows pictures 

of kittens, California, and bright yellow, green and orange hues to encompass the sunny environment of the album. The whole thing gives you the sensation of a summer vacation wasting away. The cat is apparently Bethany’s own, named Snacks.
All of the songs on the album have a laid back feeling reminiscent of a carefree day.  Drum beats lay with guitar and combine to compli-ment Bethany’s voice. The songs seem to blend into each other in a way that makes Crazy for You an album rather than a collection of singles and filler. They all have a similar vibe of driving to the beach and feeling restless on a slow sum-mer afternoon. It shows Bethany’s dependency on this boy and her dissatisfaction with that. I would recommend this album to anyone feeling the need to be transported to a day of summer angst or anyone wanting to listen to some laid back indie pop that is supported by a strong singer.

“Sings a 
tune for 
the broken-
hearted...”

ABBY
MOSS

“Probably, 
because 
it’s more 
adventurous.”

-Junior
Alexyss Smith
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Alice Ott sixth grade teachers Matt Munstenteiger, Aaron Schauer, and Nick Hooker meet on a late arrival Wednes-

day before students begin school. Alice Ott is home to Confederation of Oregon MIddle School Prinicipal of the 

year James Johnston. Alice Ott is also one of the top nine secondary school in the United States named 2014 

Breakthrough School by the National Association of Secondary School Prinicipals.                       

RIKKA GUSTEY
staff reporter

Redesigned annual state report 

cards have arrived and guess who’s 

one of the state’s top performers? 

Alice Ott Middle School.
Named a Model School for 

the second year in a row, Alice Ott  

rated five out of five on the new 

state created five-tier rating system, 

which appeals to most school’s 

better abilities. This new rating 

system is based on up to five factors 

of standardized testing in reading 

and math, student achievement, 

student growth and growth of 

underserved subgroups.
The school’s overall rating 

of outstanding and outperforming 

other middle schools with similar 

demographics isn’t new to the 

middle school. Alice Ott provides 

readiness tools such as free school 

breakfast for all students and makes 

sure that students attend school and 

are ready to learn. Using tiered 

reading intervention based on 

student skill levels, peer mentoring 

through Leadership classes, English 

Language Development support and 

after school homework club, Alice 

Ott offers the academic support 

students need to continuously 

grow. 
Not only does the school offer 

academic enrichment through 

special programs that allow high 

school credit, but it also offers 

extracurricular activities such as 

sports and home economics. 
“With many stimulating 

options offered to students daily, 

there isn’t a problem promoting 

student achievement through testing 

in order to show improvement and 

growth of our students,” said Alice 

Ott principal Jame Johnston.
The report card included a 

letter from principal Johnston, who 

expressed his excitement about the 

achievements. 
“We are actively working 

toward implementing the new 

Common Core standards and 

preparing students for the Smarter-

Balanced assessment that begins in 

2014-15,” said Johnston.
Being named a model school, 

Alice Ott Middle School serves as 

a model of successful outcomes, 

mainly based on academic growth.

David Douglas has formed 
a new attendance mentoring 
competition between teachers 
in hopes of improving the 
attendance of students who are 

When he walked through 

the double doors and into school 

on Oct. 14, senior Vincent Chen 

had no idea he’d be leaving with a 

$10,000 scholarship check and a new 

MacBook.
“Upon seeing the principal 

and my mom, I thought I was 

Chicago.
“I’m thrilled and blessed,” said 

Chen. “I feel accomplished and 

lucky at the same time because I was 

selected among all those applicants. I 

wouldn’t say I beat them all, but I just 

stood out by being myself.”
Chen participates in multiple 

extra curricular activities. He played 

soccer last year and was team 

manager for  the boys’ basketball 

team. Currently, he’s serving as vice 
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Rocket Club continues to blast off
Teachers 
report glitches
with new iPads

SARAH BRADBURYstaff reporter

  The Rocket Club  is readying for take-off as it builds and prepares scale rockets for the up-coming competitive season.  The team meets for one hour after school every Thursday, and sometimes stays longer, and comes in on the off days they have.  With hopes of advancing all the way to Nationals. At meetings, the rocketeers build and create scale rockets which must meet a variety of require-ments in order to gain the team points. Rocket requirements include weight limitations, flight durations, and altitude minimums. The rock-ets also must carry a payload of two raw eggs, enclosed in the vessel. The eggs can not break 

Issues with the school’s new iP-ads, primarily Wi-Fi issues, have al-ready been reported. 
This is the first year that touch pads have been used, replacing text-books and hard copies for world 

l a n g u a g e , 
science, and 

Superintendent Don Grotting, seen here with district secretary Laura Brewer, was named Superintendent 

of the Year by the Oregon Association of School Executives for 2014.          

Grotting, Guynes state administrators of the year
The district’s own Don Grotting and Ericka Guynes were both recognized as 2013-14 Oregon Administrators of the Year.Superintendent Grotting was named the Superintendent of the Year by the Oregon Association of School Executives for 2014. The OASE represents all Oregon superintendents, and the Confederation of Oregon School Administrators. Grotting was nominated by his administrative team, selected from more than half a dozen other nominees in the state. Superintendent of the Year finalists were measured against their leadership for learning, communication, professionalism, and community involvement.  “His determination that all students, regardless of ethnicity or poverty, can and will succeed has transformed not only our practices but our culture,” stated the David Douglas leadership team in their nomination letter to the OASE. 

Grotting will be a candidate for the 2014 National Superintendent of the Year, and will be honored at multiple events throughout the 

year, such as the annual Oregon School Boards Association Convention and the American Association of School Administrators National Conference on Education in Nashville, Tenn.
Earl Boyles Elementary School principal Guynes was recognized as a 2013 National Distinguished Principal by the National Association of Elementary School Principals. Guynes is one of 61 outstanding elementary and middle school principals across the nation. The program recognizes school principals who make superior contributions to their schools and communities and are selected by NAESP state affiliates. 

“NAESP honors the following outstanding elementary and middle-level administrators for setting high standards for instruction, student achievement, character, and climate for the students, families, and staffs in their learning communities,” stated NAESP on their website. Guynes was honored on Oct. 25 at an awards banquet as part of a two-day program in Washington D.C.

GUYNES

“I’ve only 
been able 
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Rocket Club continues to blast off

Palermini Stadium rented to other schools

Teachers 
report glitches
with new iPads

SARAH BRADBURY
staff reporter

  The Rocket Club  is readying for take-off 
as it builds and prepares scale rockets for the up-
coming competitive season.
  The team meets for one hour after school 
every Thursday, and sometimes stays longer, 
and comes in on the off days they have.  With 
hopes of advancing all the way to Nationals. At 
meetings, the rocketeers build and create scale 
rockets which must meet a variety of require-
ments in order to gain the team points. Rocket 
requirements include weight limitations, flight 
durations, and altitude minimums. The rock-
ets also must carry a payload of two raw eggs, 
enclosed in the vessel. The eggs can not break 
through the duration of the flight. 
  The computer programs that the team uses 
is called “RockSim.” It helps the rocketeers 
stimulate flights, measure dimensions,  and 
hopefully carry them all the way to Nationals, 
which will be held May 10, 2014. 
  “We are really hoping to go,” said Rocket 
Club advisor and science teacher Sandra Muel-
ler.
  There are 25 club members split into two 
teams of 10, with five alternates each. The team 
is looking for sponsors and is fund raising by 
selling Poptarts and popcorn. 
  “We would especially like to send a big 
thanks to DDEF for the $1000 grant that bought 
the club non-perishable supplies,” Mueller said.  

 Issues with the school’s new iP-
ads, primarily Wi-Fi issues, have al-
ready been reported. 

 This is the first year that touch 
pads have been used, replacing text-
books and hard copies for world 

l a n g u a g e , 
science, and 
social studies 
classes. Sig-
nificant dam-
age has not 
been report-
ed. Teachers 
have mostly 
reported tech-
nical glitches, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
trouble con-
necting to 
the district 

Wi-Fi. Some of these problems are 
long term, forcing some teachers to 
make last minute lesson changes. 
 Checklists have been used to 
document damage to the iPads. Stu-
dents who check out an iPad have 
to write their names down next to 
the number of the iPad and fill out a 
sheet with specific guidelines, such 
as checking for cracks on the screens 
or if the previous student logged 
out of his account. If there are any 
problems, students must report them 
to the teacher or risk being held ac-
countable. To ensure further account-
ability, students are also assigned 
specific iPads by serial number. 

 “I was strict with [the iPads] 
at first, but then I eventually identi-
fied who had which one,” said social 
studies teacher Joe Gardner. “I’ve 
only been able to not use them twice. 
It’s not that bad. It’s like a dealt hand, 
and we have to learn to deal with it. 
We do what we’re told. We’re flex-
ible, and we try to minimize prob-
lems.”

Juniors Daniel Ursu and David Ha, two members of the Rocket Club, pose with one of their custom 
made rockets, held by Rocket Club advisor Sandra Mueller. The rocket is made of a wood nose, 
a cardboard and wood middle, and plastic launch lugs. The Rocket Club has more members this 
year, 20, in comparison to the four members last year.                              Photo by Alexis Blasier

Superintendent Don Grotting, seen here with district secretary Laura Brewer, was named Superintendent 
of the Year by the Oregon Association of School Executives for 2014.            Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

 Unbeknownst to most students and community members, 
Palermini Stadium is rented out to other schools and 
organizations within the Portland community, mostly on 
weekends.
 Since its completion six years ago, the two million dollar 
stadium has been rented out to a soccer club known as TFA 
Bosolona and Warner Pacific College, which currently has a 
long term rental agreement with David Douglas. 
 When being used by a non-district school or organization, 
the athletic department assigns a sight person to watch out 
for any damage that may be done. If there is any damage, the 
outside school or organization is held financially accountable. 
So far, there has been no damage.  
 “[The athletic department] mostly creates partnerships 
with organizations from our own community that have the same 
priorities as David Douglas, and those are the organizations 
that we mostly rent out the stadium to,” said athletic director 
Greg Carradine. 

 The 2.1 million project was constructed by Fortis Construction 
Incorporated and was named to honor Anthony Palermini, who 
served as district superintendent for over 20 years. 
 Compared to other schools, Palermini Stadium is a high-quality 
environment for competitions and practices for a variety of sports, 
and has also been home to the Knight’s men’s and women’s soccer 
teams since 2010. The state-of-the-art artificial turf field allows 
competition in any weather.  Unlike many high school stadiums, 
most of the spectator seating area, the grandstand, is covered. 
 “I think our stadium is a very special place, therefore we 
try to establish and maintain an excellent facility for our student 
body,” said Carradine.  
 The renovation of the stadium was not without some 
controversy. In an effort to sell the bond that financed the work, 
the 2007 school board guaranteed the community that the track 
would be open to the public after school, as many neighbors 
jogged the track of the old stadium. After it opened, however, the 
stadium remained closed to neighbors and the community. It is 
currently open to the community only during school hours, 8:00 
a.m.-2:50 p.m., or if a team is using the field to practice after 
school, at the coach’s discretion.

Grotting, Guynes state administrators of the year
 The district’s own Don Grotting and 
Ericka Guynes were both recognized as 2013-
14 Oregon Administrators of the Year.
 Superintendent Grotting was named 
the Superintendent of the Year by the 
Oregon Association of School Executives 
for 2014. The OASE represents all Oregon 
superintendents, and the Confederation of 
Oregon School Administrators. Grotting was 
nominated by his administrative team, selected 
from more than half a dozen other nominees 
in the state. Superintendent of the Year finalists 
were measured against their leadership for 
learning, communication, professionalism, 
and community involvement. 
  “His determination that all students, 
regardless of ethnicity or poverty, can and will 
succeed has transformed not only our practices 
but our culture,” stated the David Douglas 
leadership team in their nomination letter to 
the OASE. 
 Grotting will be a candidate for the 2014 
National Superintendent of the Year, and will 
be honored at multiple events throughout the 

year, such as the annual 
Oregon School Boards 
Association Convention and 
the American Association 
of School Administrators 
National Conference on 
Education in Nashville, 
Tenn.
 Earl Boyles 
Elementary School principal 
Guynes was recognized 

as a 2013 National Distinguished Principal by 
the National Association of Elementary School 
Principals. Guynes is one of 61 outstanding 
elementary and middle school principals across the 
nation. The program recognizes school principals 
who make superior contributions to their schools 
and communities and are selected by NAESP state 
affiliates. 
 “NAESP honors the following outstanding 
elementary and middle-level administrators for 
setting high standards for instruction, student 
achievement, character, and climate for the students, 
families, and staffs in their learning communities,” 
stated NAESP on their website. Guynes was 
honored on Oct. 25 at an awards banquet as part of 
a two-day program in Washington D.C.

GUYNES

“I’ve only 
been able 
to not use 
them twice. 
It’s not that 
bad. It’s like 
a dealt hand, 
and we have 
to learn to 
deal with it.”
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Principal John Bier congratulates senior Vincent Chen on his $10,000 
scholarship and new MacBook.      Photo courtesy Rhonda Patr ick
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‘Return to Play’ to address concussions

Alice Ott sixth grade teachers Matt Munstenteiger, Aaron Schauer, and Nick Hooker meet on a late arrival Wednes-
day before school. Alice Ott is home to Confederation of Oregon Middle School Principal of the year James 
Johnston. Alice Ott is also one of the top nine secondary schools in the United States, named 2014 Breakthrough 
School by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.                              Photo by Andrew Nguy
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Redesigned annual state report 
cards have arrived, and guess who’s 
one of the state’s top performers? 
Alice Ott Middle School.

Named a Model School for 
the second year in a row, Alice Ott  
earned five out of five on the new 
state created five-tier rating system, 
which appeals to most school’s 
better abilities. This new rating 
system is based on up to five factors 
of standardized testing in reading, 
math, student achievement, student 
growth and growth of under served 
subgroups.

The school’s overall rating 
of outstanding and outperforming 
other middle schools with similar 
demographics isn’t new to the 
middle school. Alice Ott provides 
readiness tools, such as free school 
breakfast for all students, and 
makes sure that students attend 
school and are ready to learn. 
Using tiered reading intervention 
based on student skill levels, peer 
mentoring through Leadership 
classes, English Language 

Development support and after 
school homework club, Alice Ott 
offers the academic support students 
need to continuously grow. 

Not only does the school offer 
academic enrichment through 
special programs that allow high 
school credits, but it also offers 
extracurricular activities such as 
sports and home economics. 

“With many stimulating 
options offered to students daily, 
there isn’t a problem promoting 
student achievement through testing 
in order to show improvement and 
growth of our students,” said Alice 
Ott principal James Johnston.

The report card included a 
letter from principal Johnston, who 
expressed his excitement about the 
achievements. 

“We are actively working 
toward implementing the new 
Common Core standards and 
preparing students for the Smarter-
Balanced assessment that begins in 
2014-15,” said Johnston.

Being named a model school, 
Alice Ott Middle School serves as 
a model of successful outcomes, 
mainly based on academic growth.

 David Douglas has formed 
a new attendance mentoring 
competition between teachers 
in hopes of improving the 
attendance of students who are 
chronically absent.

The Attendance Mentor 
Program is strictly voluntary 
and has multiple teacher-led 
teams competing. Each team 
is made up of two teachers and 
12 students. Currently there 
are approximately 25 teachers 
and 100 students involved. The 
competition is broken up into 
two-month blocks.
 “I am very excited 
about the Attendance Mentor 
Program,” said assistant 
principal Mark Haner. “I feel 
it will be a fun, positive way 
for our teachers to assist our 
struggling students who do not 
come to school on a regular 
basis. At the same time, this 
program will reward both 
students and teachers whose 
team improves its average 
daily attendance.”
 The program does not 
address disciplinary actions. 
The hope is to build positive 
connections between students 
and teachers. Students will 
be dropped from their mentor 
groups if they withdraw, if 
they are absent from all of 
their classes for 10 consecutive 
days, or if their attendance 
rises above 95 percent for two 
months.
 “David Douglas always 
looks for new ways to help all 
our students receive the best 
education they can, and this is 
just one more example of how 
we are doing that,” said Haner.

 When he walked through the 
double doors and into the school 
on Oct.. 14, senior Vincent Chen 
had no idea he’d be leaving with a 
$10,000 scholarship check and a new 
MacBook.
 “Upon seeing the principal 
and my mom, I thought I was 
in serious trouble,” said Chen. 
“Honestly, my mind went blank 
when they announced my name. 
I still remember clearly—my legs 
were shaking because I wasn’t sure 
if this was true. I was really surprised 
because I thought I had no chance of 
winning.”
 A Taiwan native, at age nine 
Chen began spending his summers 
with host family Matt and Rhonda 
Patrick and their kids. By high school, 
he and his siblings permanently 
moved in with the Patricks until his 
mother, Amy Chen, could come to 
America last year.
 Planning to study biochemistry 
and neuroscience, his top three college 
choices are Stanford, University 
of Pennsylvania, and University of 

Chicago.
 “I’m thrilled and blessed,” said 
Chen. “I feel accomplished and 
lucky at the same time because I was 
selected among all those applicants. I 
wouldn’t say I beat them all, but I just 
stood out by being myself.”
 Chen participates in multiple 
extra curricular activities. He played 
soccer last year and was team 
manager for  the boys’ basketball 
team. Currently, he is serving as vice 
president of Key Club, a member of 
the Rocket Team, and plays tenor 
sax in both Jazz Band and Wind 
Ensemble.
 “My family and my teachers, 
including Mr. Vega, Mr. Planisek, Ms. 
Norwood, and Mr. and Mrs. Muller, and 
many of my friends have supported me 
ever since I came to David Douglas,” 
Chen said. “They’ve always been there 
for me during all my ups and downs, 
and I give them my biggest gratitude. I 
encourage everybody to apply for any 
scholarships, and not to be set back 
by the number of applicants or by the 
time-consuming essays. Everybody 
has a talent and should be recognized 
for that. You never know when you’ll 
hit the jackpot.”

 The increase in student athlete concussions has forced the DDHS 
athletic department and athletic trainer to apply the new “Return to 
Play” protocol. 
 “Return to Play” is a medical step by step program to help athletes 
recover from a concussion.  In the state of Oregon, Max’s Law (Senate 
Bill 348) states athletes must be cleared by health care professionals 
before returning to their sport. 
 “Resting after a concussion is critical because it helps the brain 
recover,” states the Center for Disease Control Prevention (CDC). 
“Mental and cognitive exertion requires the brain’s energy, and 
when the brain’s energy is depleted due to injury, symptoms such as 
headaches and problems concentrating can worsen, [and] an athlete’s 
performance and physical aptitude will suffer.”
 Cognitive Rest, a break from intense thought activities such as 
school work, is an important recovery plan for concussions. Cognitive 
Rest requires a limited amount of computer work, driving, watching 

television, cell phone use, studying, test taking, reading, or texting. 
These can aggravate the symptoms of a concussion. Limiting cognitive 
activity to a level of tolerability also speeds up the recovery of the 
patient.
 Some student athletes experience a prolonged recovery which 
entails a variety of formal support services, such as shortened school 
days, extra time to complete assignments, meetings to discuss and 
plan needed support, and the suspension of PE classes until a medical 
clearance document is received by the athletic department. 
 Student athletes are often motivated by their studies, so falling 
behind in school or not being able to participate in their sports can be 
stressful and depressing, only aggravating the symptoms. Most students, 
however, will only need temporary formal academic arrangements. 
 “The prevalence of concussions compared to last year has increased, 
but we have a better awareness and are better able to identify them,” 
said Multnomah County Clinic office assistant Kathy Thompson.
 Even though student athletes are at higher risk of being concussed, 
concussions have happened in multiple school settings, even in 
hallways, cafeterias, and classrooms. 
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced 
Journalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  
Visit our website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://
highlander.ddouglas.k12.or.us/.  Phone: 503-261-8303. The 
Highlander has a circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the Gresham 
Outlook. DDSD Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS Principal: 
John Bier.  Opinions expressed in The Highlander are not neces-
sarily those of the district or high school administrations.  The 
Highlander reserves the right to withhold Letters to the Editor it 
deems inappropriate.  
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 A.C 2. A 3. B 4. A 5. D 6. C 
7. D 8. B 9. A 10. D 11. C

Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” and 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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1. What was the fi rst 
group to celebrate 
Thanksgiving?
a. Indians
b. Frenchmen
c.  Plymouth Pilgrims 
d. Americans

2. How long did the 
fi rst Thanksgiving 
last? 
a. Three days 
b. 15 days
c. 1 day
d. A month

3. What items 
weren’t on the fi rst 
table during Thanks-
giving? 
a. Chicken, and peas
b. Mashed potatoes, 
cranberries, and 
pumpkin pie 
c. Lobster, chicken, 
dried fruit, and fi sh 
d. Crab, chocolate, 
and sweet tea

4. How many turkeys 
are sold on Thanks-
giving? 
a. 280 million
b. 10 million
c. 1.5 billion
d. 250,000

5. Where else is 
Thanksgiving cel-
ebrated? 
a. Africa
b. Mexico
c. Spain
d. Canada

6. What’s the 
average weight of a 
turkey?  
a. 7 lbs
b. 10 lbs
c. 15 lbs
d. 20 lbs

7. What was the 
largest turkey ever 
raised? 
a. 105 lbs
b. 20 lbs
c. 95 lbs
d. 86 lbs

8. What’s a large 
group of turkeys 
called?
a. A herd
b. A fl ock
c.  A friendship
d. People

9. What is a 16-week-
old turkey called?
a. A fryer
b. A baby
c. A chick
d. A fl ock

10. How much feed 
does it take to feed a 
30 lbs turkey? 
a. 15 lbs
b. 20-30 lbs 
c. 95-100 lbs
d. 75-80 lbs 

11. When do Ca-
nadians celebrate 
Thanksgiving? 
a. First Monday in 
February 
b. First Thursday in 
November
c. Second Monday in 
October
d. They don’t cel-
ebrate thanksgiving

Adulthood too hard for some

“PSU, you’re my new hero. Who knew a college 
cared this much about a little freshman like me?”

MY TURN

DANI
JONES

“I get why some 
women are mad 
when they spent 
over $90 on a pair 
of yoga pants...”

PSU’s pledge more than lip service

Bluntly
Honest

Jazzmen Griffi n

“Next time some-
one says they want 
to be treated as an 
adult they need to 
take full responsi-

bility of being an 
adult and not just 

bits and pieces 
of it.”

What Do 
You Know 

About
Thanksgiving?

State testing 
too hard?
Dear Editor,
 Recently, a student’s educa-
tion has been getting more dif-
fi cult as each year goes by. This 
year OAKS testing changed to 
Common Core State Standards. 
Common Core is much tougher 
than the OAKS and was likely 
to aid us to prepare for college. 
As much as this is frustration to 
many of us students, I honestly 
think this helps us learn much 
better than OAKS itself. 
 As a freshman last year, I 
got to participate in this new way 
of testing and my fi rst impression 
was pure anger. I didn’t get why 
we were doing this, I had a hard 
time putting all the things togeth-
er in my head and my mind went 
into panic when I realized the test 
had a time limit. If I hadn’t had 
really good teachers my last two 
years of school, I would have 
been stumped and might have 
left the entire assessment blank. 
Because I had teachers who 
helped me LEARN instead of 
MEMORIZE, I did well enough 
to pass my assessment. OAKS 
made me feel as if the school 
system values my grades more 
than they valued my learning. 
Although I’m still frustrated with 
the time limit, Common Core 
will really help us prepare for 
college.
     
Anonymous sophomore

Dear Editor, 
 It’s amazing the differ-
ence between small town and 
big city schools. I just moved 
here from a small town and it 
is quite a social shock. Where 
I was everyone knew everyone 

Leaving middle school 
and coming to high school, 
one of the biggest events that 
students are so eager to have 
happen, is the chance to grow 
up and be treated like an adult, 
but not everyone is truly ready 
for that kind of change.

As young adults, high-
schoolers are constantly given 
opportunities to be treated 
like grown ups, like driving to 
school or signing a contract, 
but when they cannot follow 
simple rules they cry about 
how unfair the system is. It’s 
hilarious. Students get what 
they ask. When they can-
not follow through,  the rule 
breakers insist they deserve 
a smaller punishment. If a 
student is  grown up enough 
to sign his own signature, he’s  
grown up enough to take the 
punishment after violating the 
contract—and not throw a 

hissy fi t about it. 
Because the punishment 

that students receive might 
seem unreasonable and unfair 
that also doesn’t give them the 
right to take it to Facebook and 
bash the faculty of our school. 

We don’t get the best of 
both worlds. Either we want 
the freedom of an adult and 
have the trust of others, or we 
can have every single move we 
make be watched. When real 
adults get in trouble with the 
law, they accept that they did 
was wrong and they know their 
actions have consequences. 

Leaving middle school 
and coming to high school is 
one of the biggest events that 
students are so eager to have 
happen. The next time we say 
we want to be treated as adults, 
we need to take the full respon-
sibility of an adult and not just 
the bits and pieces of it.

 Just when it seems 
that all the news about 
college comes down to 
cost and debt, debt and 
cost, Portland State Uni-
versity pokes a pinhole 
light of hope in the blan-
ket of doubt, its four-
year pledge to incoming 
freshman. 
 PSU has announced 
that it will guarantee that 
students who are “ex-
tremely on the ball” will 
graduate in four years 
or it will pay for the 
fi fth year. That’s right; 
if something unforeseen 
gets in the way of gradu-
ation, students get their 
fi fth year classes free. 
 The pledge comes 
with plenty of caveats, 
however, that PSU stu-
dent will have to meet. 
One, students have to de-
clare a major at the start 
of freshman year; two, 
they have to pass a full 
load of 45 credits every 
year; three, they have to 

maintain passing grades; 
and four, they must re-
frain from changing ma-
jors, adding minors, and 
switching campuses. 
 The pledge should 
only raise PSU’s four-
year graduation rate 
above its current 17 
percent, and for that it  
deserves a round of ap-
plause. It’s the fi rst Or-
egon college or univer-
sity to offer this type of 
pledge. This does more 
than acknowledge that 
college is too expensive 
to lose focus and mental 
discipline; it backs it up 
with cash. 
 We hope that more 
colleges and even pri-
vate universities step up 
and offer this same or 
similar pledge. We al-
ready get too much lip 
service about hard work 
and discipline in college. 
PSU has chosen to put its 
money where those lips 
are.

and everything everyone did. 
You could go from one lunch 
to the next just talking with all 
of your close friends you know 
so well. There was no divi-
sion between the three kinds of 
people that lived there although 
there was labeling; white, In-
dian, or Mexican. Now that I 
go to DDHS EVERYONE is 
different, diverse, and beauti-
ful, but not exactly accepting. 
Sure you can sit with us at 
lunch just don’t talk. OMG! 
You did not just say that. There 
is a lot for judging. A couple of 

people have opened up to me but 
they friends don’t, so I’m not ac-
cepted. I remember when a new 
kid came to school everyone 
knew them really well imme-
diately, and they were accepted 
into a group on their fi rst day. 
Here, two weeks in, and I’m still 
searching for friends who actu-
ally acknowledge me when I see 
them in the halls of who wants to 
walk with me to my next class, is 
that too much to ask?

Anonymous sophomore

 Not all clothing is cre-
ated equal.
 Recently Lululemon 
Athletica was under fire 
when customers accused 
the business of not mak-
ing yoga pants friendly for 
women with thighs that 
touch. Women were oddly 
outraged that such expen-
sive yoga pants would wear 
so quickly between the 
thighs. 
 “Quite frankly, some 
women’s bodies just don’t 
actually work for it,” said 
Lululemon Athletica founder 
Chip Wilson. “They don’t 
work for some women’s 
bodies. It’s really about the 
rubbing through the thighs, 
how much pressure is there 
over a period of time, how 
much they use it.” 
 I get why some women 
are mad when they spent 
over $90 on a pair of yoga 
pants, but what did they 
honestly expect? That the 
pants  would defy the laws 
of friction and last forever? 
Like any other clothing, an 
item which is worn often will 
start to wear out no matter 
the price. 
 Now, I can agree that 
it’s  frustrating to spend that 
much money and have them 

wear out, but when  a per-
sons thighs rub, well that’s 
what’s going to happen. 
 I can’t imagine that this 
is the first time that the com-
plaining consumers have 
bought clothing that wore at 
the thighs. Why blame the 
company? The way I see it, 
if they don’t what to spend 
almost $100 on a pair of yoga 
pants that wear out easily, 
then maybe they should go 
to Target and buy $15 pants. 
Maybe they won’t be as up-
set to discover how fast they 
run. 
 This may sound harsh, 
unless you don’t have this 
problem. This is more about 
weight than the cost or qual-
ity of clothing. Personally, my 
thighs rubbed together when 
I walk, and I’ve had pants 
wear down, therefore I avoid 
go out and buying pants that 
cost close to $100. 
 How about some hon-
esty here? We’re so quick to 
blame others when the ideals 
created by society don’t work 
for us. Ladies, if you wear 
yoga pants and your thighs 
rub, maybe avoid wearing 
them everyday. All clothes 
wear, not just the inner thigh. 
There’s only so much we can 
ask of fabric.

?

A search for 
acceptance

Bluntly
Honest

Jazzmen Griffi n
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Technology 
counter intuitive

COUNTER-POINT

Technology 
more efficient

WHAT
THINK?

do you

“Yes. I like Star-
bucks. I like the 
bold fl avor.”

-Social studies 
teacher
Scott Cashdollar

“No. I hate their 
coffee. It’s too 
acidic. I love cof-
fee, but their’s is 
just too strong.” 

-English 
teacher
Mike FitzNo big difference in coffee shops

Is Starbucks 
coffee really 
better than 

other coffee?

Mr. Hyde side of joking harms
With a Cup 
of Tea

Kathryn Jacobson

“Would they still 
think the joke is 
funny when blood 
drips from self-
harm wounds?”

“Yes. If I’m 
going to get 
coffee, it’s Star-
bucks. Other 
than that, it’s 
Dutch Bros.”

-PACE teacher
Mike Costello

There is a fine line be-
tween teasing and bully-
ing that many cross too 

many times to count.
     Teasing becomes bullying 
when comments are said about 
another person that are degrad-
ing. Many people do not realize 
when enough is enough. To call 
someone ugly or to swear at 
someone jokingly is bullying. 
Many believe it is not. 
     However, the truth is that 
these jokes seem fine, almost 
hilarious, on the surface and dis-
gusting to look at on the inside. 
Every joke like this carries a 
degree of malice and a degree of 
what the person’s heart believes 
about themselves.
     I have been bullied. Many 
of the people who have bullied 
me would not admit to doing so. 
They would claim that they were 
“just joking.” This excuse is one 
of the weakest things I have ever 
come to encounter in my entire 
life. To alter someone’s state of 
mind simply because of joking 
is beyond absurd. It is cruel 
and abusive. It can change a 
person’s life for the worse.

Starbucks, Dutch Bros., Black Rock, and 
all of these little coffee shops who have 

customers, but aren’t as popular as the three 
named above, all sell practically the same 
thing. So what is the difference? In the humble 

opinion of my palette, there is 
no difference between any of the 
above listed coffee shops. Why 
go to Starbucks when Dutch 
Bros. can give me the same 
thing at a much lower price?
     Besides the variety of drinks 
it makes and cool locations, I 
don’t see a difference. Dutch 
Bros. has coffee for a very low 
price, and they have a wide 
variety of drinks. Blended 
coffee, iced coffee, hot coffee, 
and even smoothies. They 
have typical sizes like very 

other coffee shop, and they even have holiday 
drinks when the holiday season rolls around. 
      Starbucks has drinks that vary as well, 
such as seasonal drinks, and the prices are 
determined by what size, and even what type 
of drink is ordered. For example, tea is cheaper 
to buy in a larger size than the coffee size is 
offered in. On certain drinks, the biggest size 

Technology in schools is 
working. It stops students 

from plagiarizing and it lowers 
the consumption of paper prod-
ucts.  Teachers use a tool called 
Turnitin.com where students can 

submit papers 
to teachers 
from home. 
This website 
lessens the 
student’s need 
to print, their 
usage of ink 
and paper, and 
it makes them 
think about 
their papers, 
versus copy 
and pasting 
from Google. 

Any person can have access to 
computers any day of the week. 
Libraries have computer access 
after school, so there’s no com-
plaining about having to do the 
assignments online. This also 
gives students more time to work 
after school, giving students more 
opportunities to focus on current 
classes. Then there’s the new on-
line textbooks—a weightless way 
to read.  When they get home they 
can just turn their computers on. 

“This 
problem 
persists 
throughout 
media...”

ELLEN
VANSLYKE

“Point be-
ing, I don’t 
see much 
of a differ-
ence...”

ALEXA
MEDIANO

“The 
technology 
has helped 
many 
schools...”

HUNTER 
DIZON

      I asked myself if they were 
right, that I was ugly. I looked in the 
mirror and scrutinized myself, did I 
want to look like them? No. No, I did 
not. My face is my own, my hands 
were created for me alone. I had 
spent weeks struggling with myself 
because people jokingly called me 
ugly. I had already been tempted 
with not eating in past years, did 
they want me to hate myself too? 
Who has the right to convince peo-
ple that they are ugly and deserve 
to maltreat their body or even die? 
Would they still think the joke is 
funny when blood drips from self-
harm wounds? Tell me who has 
such rights. Their are none who do.
     Bullying is not a joke. What 
comes out of a person’s mouth 
shows what they truly think of 
themselves. Speak wise words 
that encourage, not words that tear 
people down simply for entertain-
ment. Many need to realize that 
words are not merely words but 
are either a sword that can hurt a 
person or a shield that can protect. 
Who are you as a jokster, a Dr. Je-
kyll or Mr. Hyde? The lives of others 
can be altered by the words you 
speak, choose them wisely. 

or the “Venti” is more expensive than others. 
    At Black Rock, their biggest size is the size 
for most of the beverages offered. They also do 
iced drinks, blended drinks, and hot drinks. The 
biggest size of course, is the most expensive.
     What is the difference between the three 
places? It could be the prices, it could be the 
drinks they offer, or it could be that no one 
has simply heard of them. Out of these three, 
Starbucks and Dutch Bros are the most popular. 
    Everyone has their favorite place and their 
favorite drink. How close a place is from a 
person or how far away it is from them could also 
play a huge factor in where people decide to go. 
  My choice is Black Rock, because they 
have a wide variety of drinks that don’t 
all taste the same, and they have different 
things in their drinks, such as candy bars, or 
Oreo cookies. Even though it is the more 
expensive place out of the three, I prefer it. 
     Point being, I don’t see much of a difference 
in places besides the prices and maybe the 
drinks. Some have favorites, as do I. But sizes 
are generally the same, the way the drinks can be 
made are generally the same, and the prices differ. 
     There are some who have their preferences, 
as I have my own. But looking at the big 
picture, there is no difference being sought.

Our school, in trying to stay 
ahead of the technological 

curve, is leaving students behind. 
The introduction of the iPads this 

year is only the 
most recent of 
the “upgrades.” 
Turnitin, Google 
Drive, and other 
t e c h n o l o g i e s 
have been steadi-
ly replacing tra-
ditional faculties 
in DDHS for 
a while. Some 
are indisputably 
good—Turnitin 
has proved in-

valuable to cracking down on pla-
giarism. However, requiring stu-
dents to use these services can be 
counter intuitive; the school’s view 
is that students can fi nd a way to use 
a computer even if they don’t have 
one, but the scant ~50 computers 
DDHS has are nowhere near enough 
for our 3,200 student population. 
Textbooks are being exchanged for 
iPads, but students simply can’t take 
iPads home to study—some teach-
ers have resorted to even printing 
out online textbook pages. Finally, 
students aren’t always as tech-savvy 
as they’re thought to be. Many stu-
dents are unable to complete assign-
ments because they simply don’t 
understand the technology.  The 
benefi ts of upgrading our school 
cannot be overlooked, but neither 
can the consequences.

“...Students 
aren’t al-
ways tech-
savvy...”

HUNTER
HOLMES

F rom movies to TV shows and 
even commercials, American 

media, clearly run 
by an outdated 
generation of 
men raised with 
patriarchal values, 
still views women 
as objects, there 
merely to entertain 
and please, leaving 
no room for equal 
and fair represen-
tation of women in 
sexual situations.
     Sex sells. This 
is indisputable and 

the media defi nitely takes advantage 
of that. It’s an easy pitch. Sex is 
something that everyone—men and 
women—can relate to and the major-
ity of people, some more than others, 

can understand. Sex is arguably one 
of the few things that puts men and 
women on level ground. So, why 
does the media insist on breeding dif-
ferences and inequalities into the way 
it’s sold? 

Clearly, actresses see more sexual 
screen time than their male counter-
parts—Carl’s Jr. ads alone feature 
countless obvious innuendos. But is 
this really the way “sexy” women of 
this time should be portrayed? Eating 
a bacon cheeseburger in lingerie is 
hardly empowering. 

It’s interesting that the Motion 
Picture Association of America rating 
system fi nds certain sex scenes too 
explicit or inappropriate for viewers 
under 17, giving them the NC-17 
rating.  Does this same expectation 
extend to scenes of violence, or more 
specifi cally violence against women? 

“Scary Movie” features a scene where 
the antagonist violently rips a woman’s 
breast implants from her body. Viewers 
are left to wonder if this scene even 
caused the beginnings of a controversy 
among raters. It’s become clear that 
violence is considered less offensive 
than sex in American culture and in 
the media. 

This problem persists throughout 
the media, not in movies alone. Televi-
sion crime shows create horrifi c scenar-
ios in which women are brutally raped 
and murdered for the entertainments of 
millions. There’s nothing entertaining 
about that kind of blatant disregard 
for life, but it’s been programmed into 
American minds as acceptable. Some-
how we have come to accept a woman 
laying dead in an alley, raped or bru-
tally murdered, as less offensive than a 
woman laying satisfi ed in her bed.

not. My face is my own, my hands 
were created for me alone. I had 
spent weeks struggling with myself 
because people jokingly called me 

they want me to hate myself too? 
Who has the right to convince peo-
ple that they are ugly and deserve 

     Bullying is not a joke. What 
comes out of a person’s mouth 
shows what they truly think of 
themselves. Speak wise words 

people down simply for entertain-
ment. Many need to realize that 
words are not merely words but 
are either a sword that can hurt a 

The fi rst TV toy com-

mercial aired in 1946 

for Mr. Potato Head.

It took Leonardo da Vinci 12 years to paint the lips of Mona Lisa.

Storm clouds hold 

about 6 trillion 

raindrops.

Shakespeare invented 
the word assassination and bump.

The number sign # is 

called an octothorpe.

Courtesy Snapple.com
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“...my character in the game 
is a girl and I never got the 
chance to explain I’m a guy, 

so my guild believes 
I’m a girl to this day. 
It’s going to be awk-
ward when we have to 
voice chat.”

FINAL FANTASY XIV
Critical disapproval for the 
original Final Fantasy XIV 
prompted the remake Final 
Fantasy XIV: A Realm Reborn

 

“...my aunt called me and 
said she was going into labor 
and I was supposed to go 

to the hospital, but I 
played for another 30 
minutes.”

QUENTIN JAMIESON 
    JUNIOR

COD: BLACK OPS
More than 3 trillion shots have 
been fi red in Black Ops since 
it was released in 2010.

“...my dog peed on the gaming 
system, so I had to pause it 

and clean it off. It was 
disgusting.”

JUNIOR SMITH 
SENIOR

SONIC THE HEDGEHOG

More than 40 Sonic the Hedge-
hog games have been  released, 

including a series of racing and 
educational games.

HUNTER HOLMES
news editor

 Serial killer breeding ground, or early life critical thinking playground? 
The psychological impact of video games on children is a hotly debated is-
sue. In reality, with the lack of defi nitive research, it’s often the responsibility 
of parents and even the children themselves to evaluate the merits and con-
sequences of the video game obsession. 
 Informed decisions are diffi cult with-
out information, so industry experts and sci-
entists try to provide perspective on what 

video games do—good and bad. 
For years, the most obvious con-
troversy has been the argument 
that video games breed violent 
behavior in children; the Colum-
bine High School gunmen, for ex-
ample, played the classic shooter DOOM in the months before the 
tragic shooting. Many argue, though, that there is no direct correla-
tion, and that increased violence in recent years is a result of other 
factors. 
 Video games have only been around for so long. As they cover 
such a wide range of subjects, conclusive research is hard to fi nd; 
however, it’s a general consensus that playing video games im-

pacts aggressive behavior no more than similar child activities. Special inter-
est groups, notably the U.S. government as of late, have been attempting to 
regulate the violent messages of video games, believing that controlling them 
will decrease the amount of violence in society. Such regulations have yet to 
materialize, and video games continue to be classifi ed as free speech.
 Video games have massively altered the ways children socialize as 
well. Years ago playing together meant meeting on the basketball court to 
shoot a few hoops. Today, it often means meeting on a multi player server to 
shoot a few aliens. Friends are formed increasingly more over services like 
Steam, allowing gamers across the world to socialize. However, some argue 
that this prevents children from forming friendships at school and in their real 
lives. Even existing friends are becoming increasingly content with hanging 
out by playing online with one another. 
        It can even be argued that video games require a high level of skill, even 
for simpler games. A study showed that gamers profi cient in shooters often 
had refl exes on the level of a jet pilot. Others still say that the puzzles and 
critical thinking required by even the most action-oriented video games serve 
as an excellent cognitive exercise for young minds. The opposite side of the 
argument is that, much like television, the repetitive and nonintellectual na-
ture of video games is working against the intelligence of children.

Psychological effects of 
gaming debated among 
parents and researchers

“...it’s a general 
consensus that 

playing video 
games impacts ag-
gressive behavior 

no more than simi-
lar child activities.”

“Once, when I 
was gaming...”

     BRANDON PHIMMASONE 
    SENIOR
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Pong to Call of Duty: a brief history of gaming 
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Pong to Call of Duty: a brief history of gaming 
nis. It only sold 350,000 units in Japan. The Color TV-Game 6 had 
four successors, including the Color TV-game 15 which sold over 
700,000 units.  
 Mattel Electronics’ Mattel Auto Race was the fi rst handheld 
video game, built in 1977. In 1979, many new video game com-
panies were created, the most notable being Activision who later 
published the Call Of Duty series and Spyro The Dragon series at 
the turn of the century.
 Namco released in 1980 the widely popular Pac-Man, that 
made one billion dollars within the fi rst 18 months. When a player 
reached level 256, he would see half of the game map with the 
other half being random symbols. Because of this phenomenon, 
the level is often referred to as the “kill screen.” Namco later re-
leased many sequels, including Ms. Pac-Man and Super Pac-Man 
in 1982.
 Nintendo released Donkey Kong in 1981, which showed 
the fi rst glimpse of Jumpman, who would later be named Mario. 
Mario Bros. was made in 1983 and was the fi rst game that fea-
tured both Mario and Luigi. Two years later, Nintendo released 
Super Mario Bros. for the Nintendo Entertainment System, or 
NES. The player controls Mario as he races across the Mush-
room Kingdom to save Princess Peach. Mario has spawned 
many other games themed around him and other charters.
 The Pokemon series was brought  to video games in 1996, with 
Pokemon Red and Blue available on Nintendo’s Game Boy. Since 
then, Nintendo has produced over 20 different Pokemon games. 
Pokemon is a role-playing game with the objective to catch Pokemon. 
 2001 brought three new consoles into the gaming world, 
Microsoft’s Xbox and Nintendo’s GameCube and GameBoy Ad-
vance.  

 It’s been debated: what game was the fi rst video game? 
 Thomas Goldsmith and Estle Ray Mann invented the fi rst 
electronic game called the Cathode Ray Tube Amusement Device. 
This game was a missile simulator inspired by World War II radar 
systems. It was never sold to the public, and since there was no pro-
gramming, it is not considered the fi rst video game.
 Noughts and Crosses, as referred to in the UK, is an electronic 
game of tic-tac-toe created in 1951 by Cambridge student Alexander 
Douglas. Douglas created the game as an example for his human-
computer interactions thesis. However, it was only shown to teach-
ers and students on campus, so it too is not considered truly the fi rst 
video game.
 Widely considered the fi rst home video game console, the 
Magnavox Odyssey, was released in 1972 and featured basketball, 
baseball, football and a version of Pong. Not many were sold be-
cause, apparently, the console would only work with Magnavox tele-
visions. 
 Also released in 1972 was the arcade version of the classic 
Pong, released by Atari Inc. Pong is a game of table tennis and was 
the fi rst game to offer multi player and computer opponent options. 
Although Pong was originally a training exercise for Atari employee  
Allan Alcorn, after a few adjustments it was released to the public. 
Atari was later sued by Magnavox Odyssey for copyright. Atari paid 
$700,000 to Magnavox. In 1975, Atari released a home system of 

Pong, as well as many sequels. 
 The fi rst console Nintendo released was 

the Color TV-Game 6 in 1977. This console con-
tained six variations of ten-
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Modeling not vain career

Starbucks employment plan generous

The Highlander
Are the republicans at 
fault for the govern-
ment shutdown?

“I applaud Star-
bucks for not only 
helping out our 
country by doing 
this, but also having 
a legitimate plan 
that benefi ts every-
one involved. ”

“Yes, because they 
made it their personal 
agenda to stop Obama-
care, which is all for 
nothing because they 
are not going to win on 
having it go away.”

Roni Verece
Austin, Texas

 Republicans 
at fault for 
shutdown

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

Inappropriate Halloween costumes shameful

Kittens irresponsibly  released into wild

“Republi-
cans need 
to stop wor-
rying about 
their own 
plans...”

ISIAH 
MORTENSEN

“It is shame-
ful to the 
individuals for 
demonstrat-
ing such apa-
thy towards 
tragedy.”

BELLA
GUYNES

“Overall, 
this was just 
a lack of 
sensitivity 
towards the 
animals...”

ALEXIS 
BLASIER

“Sadly, most 
models aren’t 
able to truly 
love their job 
without be-
ing frowned 
upon...”

BELLE
SMITH

Starbucks has developed a 
plan to generously provide jobs to 
10,000 veterans and spouses of ac-
tive military and veterans. 

Let me start by saying that it 
breaks my heart to hear that some-
one who is willing to go risk their 
life, so I can sleep in my bed safely 
can come back home and not have 
a job to take care of themselves. I 
understand that the unemployment 
rate of veterans is going down, but 
it’s ridiculous that six point three 
percent of veterans are still without 
jobs. 

The plan Starbucks has pro-
duced to help veterans and their 
families is amazing. They will have 
jobs that Starbucks believes will 
fi t with the unique skills that these 
veterans and spouses of veterans 
have to offer, not just being a baris-
ta. These skills have been previ-
ously ignored by places who have 
turned down jobs to people involved 
in the military.

Within the next fi ve years, Star-

In Beijing 1,000 kittens were wrongly 
and irresponsibly released into a forest 

to fend for themselves.
A large group of 

volunteers involved in 
animal rights stopped a 
truck full of kittens that 
were meant for butch-
ering and eating. The 
authorities got involved 
in this situation and res-
cued the kittens only to 
turn around and release 
them into the wild, this 
caused an upset among 
the volunteers since 
they  had  homes  for 
these animals figured 

out until they were to get adopted. They 
would’ve stayed with volunteers and their 
friends, but now these volunteers have 

to go into the woods and catch all the 
felines before they die. They currently 
have obtained 50 of these kittens, while 
a few have been run over by cars. 

The authorities not only jeopardized 
the life of these cats, but they also jeop-
ardized the lives of the people driving or 
walking near these woods, along with the 
local food chain and all the volunteers.  

These cats could exterminate the 
population of small rodents and fowl 
in the area. This would then affect all 
the prey and predators of these animals, 
causing a major change in the current 
ecosystem. 

The fact of the matter is this release 
was not a well thought out plan, and it 
was really just a spur of the moment way 
to get rid of them. The authorities in no 
way thought of the aftermath of releasing 
the kittens.

These volunteers had it all figured 
out, and the authorities had no right to do 
what they did. This just caused extra work 
for the people trying to save the lives 
of the kittens. The authorities could’ve 
allowed the cats to remain with these 
people, thus saving time and energy. 

Overall, this was just a lack of sensi-
tivity towards the animals and a lack of 
responsibility. Authorities are supposed 
to make decisions that benefit people’s 
safety, and their decisions in this situa-
tion did the complete opposite. Letting 
defenseless kittens into the wild was an 
inhuman action. The cats they don’t find 
will die of multiple causes, which will 
most likely involve suffering. These 
animal neglecting authorities should be 
out there searching for the kittens, since 
they were the ones who irresponsibly let 
them go. 

The models seen in everyday media are poorly judged and 
misconceived by society. 

Models are constantly under the 
pressure of stereotypes set by society 
who lack accurate knowledge about 
their line of work. According to a study 
constructed by the Model Health Inquiry 
approximately 40 percent of models have 
an eating disorder. Leaving the other 60 
percent to be placed in the same cat-
egory as the others by society. Models 
are people too, they have their own per-
sonalities, beliefs, values, and interests. 
Models don’t deserve to be judged so 
harshly, nor does anyone else. Hate on 
models can be found all over the media. 
People call them “sluts” and say they are 
“too skinny and fake”. It is true a lot of 

Photoshop is involved in the final product of their pictures 
and commercials, but models don’t have any control or power 
over how the editing is carried out. 

Sadly, most models aren’t able to truly love their job 
without being frowned upon by people that don’t know 
anything about the modeling profession. They have worked 
hard to acquire the skill of making their body look a certain 
way based on the angle of the camera. Models must be aware 
of their surroundings and how they use their body and face. 
If they aren’t careful an entire photo will be misunderstood 
and the models reputation will plummet. Models are not 
made from Photoshop; if they were entirely computer made 
they wouldn’t have such a high income. Runway shows are 
completely live, and all of the models still look absolutely 
gorgeous.

It is childish of Republicans to cause  the 
shut down of our government because 

they don’t get there way. 
The government shutdown started on 

Oct. fi rst and ended on Oct. 16. The gov-
ernment was shutdown 
because congress could 
not agree on a budget for 
the 2014 fi scal year. Re-
publicans in the House 
of Representatives were 
delaying the Affordable 
Care Act and rejecting 
ideas about the budget. 
The Democrats in the 
U.S Senate attempted 
to make several resolu-
tions to maintain fund-
ing for the spending 
cuts of the United States 

Federal government. Verbal fi ghts occurred 
and other issues led to the shutdown. The 
shutdown was the third longest shutdown 
in United States history and left around 
800,000 government workers without jobs 
until the government restarted. There were 
1.2 million government workers continued 
working without knowledge when their 
next paycheck would arrive. The House 
of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, and 
president Obama not agreeing on the 2014 
budget caused a loss of $24 billion. If no 
agreement was made by Oct. 17, no more 
countries would loan the United States 
money and dollar amounts would be worth 
less. They cut it extremely close because 
the shutdown ended a day before it would 
all hit the fan.

Republicans need to stop worrying 
about their own plans and start working 
on getting the country out of this $14 tril-
lion debt. Republicans, in my opinion, 
haven’t done the best in the presidential 
position. Democrat Bill Clinton actually 
had the balanced the national budget for 
his presidency, until Republican George 
W. Bush took offi ce. I’m not saying that 
all Republicans in general are fiscally-
irresponsible, but the ones that have ran 
the country have not done a great job at it. 
When the government shuts down, it shuts 
down national parks, which should be ac-
cessed by all citizens. Here is the bottom 
line: Republicans and Democrats need to 
start getting along because the country has 
a $14 trillion debt and many citizens are 
unemployed, hungry, and homeless. Its time 
for them to make a change to stop fi ghting 
and help America.   

Every year, Halloween costumes push 
boundaries allowing the opportunity for 

free-reigned personal 
expression and a chance 
to be anything or anyone 
you want, but this year 
some costumes went to 
far mocking unfortunate 
situations. 

It is simply unnec-
essary to be insensitive 
by recreating costumes 
such as the Twin Tow-
ers, a Boston Marathon 
victim, or any other 
traumatic event. It is an 
unsettling thought that 
a member of today’s 

society would think that putting on a blood-
stained tee shirt and running shorts would 
make for a funny joke. The truth is, it isn’t 
funny, and it isn’t a big hit in my book. 

ABC News recently shared the story 
of the two British teenagers who dressed 
as the burning Twin Towers for a costume 
contest. They won fi rst place, as well as a 

lot of negative attention. Amber Langford 
and Annie Collinge, the two 19-year-old 
University of Chester students who went 
dressed as the Towers, had costumes that 
consisted of miniature planes, explosions 
and even people jumping from the upper 
fl oors to their deaths. I do not agree that 
these two college students deserved that 
prize. They deserve the negative attention 
because it is not humorous to mock some-
thing that affected so many people’s lives 
negatively. 

It is shameful that people would take 
such tragedy and turn it into something so 
degrading and disrespectful. How can one 
make a joke of the lives lost?

“We never meant to be offensive, but 
we apologize if any offense was caused,” 
stated the teens to ABC News. “The idea 
was to depict a serious, modern-day horror 
that happened in our lifetime and was not 
intended as a joke.” 
    It is so disappointing that people don’t 
have more compassion and respect for 
events that are in no way, shape, or form are 
amusing. I thought that it was common sense 

and courtesy to know that kind of behavior 
is not okay. I would hope that people would 
be more empathetic towards such tragedies. 
It is shameful to the individuals for demon-
strating such apathy towards tragedy.

There were two Florida residents who 
decided to dress up as Andrew Zimmerman 
and Travyon Martin. Their costume was 
fashioned out of one painting their face 
black and wearing a red stained sweatshirt, 
and the other person had a shirt reading 
“Neighborhood Watch.” That unfortunate  
occurrence is in no way a matter that should 
be mocked. A young life was lost, and the 
life of a man was ruined. It did not happen so 
people could make fun through Halloween 
costumes.

Some may blame society, but I com-
pletely disagree. It is a problem with one’s 
morals, conscious, and their ability to differ 
right from wrong. I’m sure they aren’t bad 
people, but they absolutely made a poor 
choice and have to deal with the conse-
quences. It is inexcusable to make fun at 
other people’s suffering in order to have a 
costume that is better than others.

bucks will have helped employ a 
large chunk of the millions of veter-
ans who have struggled to reenter 
society and be employed again. 

Starbucks has really stepped 
up their game with this. They have 
strategically planned to employ 
some of the veterans and their fam-
ilies by placing them in their 1,100 
locations that are on or near military 
bases. I applaud Starbucks for not 
only helping out our country by do-
ing this, but also having a legitimate 
plan that benefi ts everyone. 

Obviously, this is going to help 
their business because people want 
to go to companies that are helpful 
to those who need it. However, cre-
ating a situation in which everyone 
wins is genius. 

There is still going to be a large 
number of veterans and veteran’s 
spouses who are without jobs. 
However, Starbucks has done an 
upstanding thing in helping to make 
a dent in the number of those un-
employed.
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Coast ‘Crazy’ for boys and Cali

‘After Earth’ unimaginative

Black & White 
Mono
English
110 minutes
IMDb (Internet Movie 

Database): 8.6

REEL
LIVES

‘Sunset’ starlet sears
CAMEREN LEE 

COMING
 PORTLAND
DECEMBER

to

•Drake
•Rose Quarter
•Dec. 3, 7:00 p.m.

•WWE Smackdown
•Rose Quarter
•Dec. 10, 7:00 p.m.

•“Samurai”
• Portland Art Museum
  Whitsell Auditorium
•Through December

•Seussical the Musical
•David Douglas PAC
•Tomorrow, Nov. 23, 7:00 
  p.m.; Nov. 24, 2:30 p.m.

•MONSTER JAM 
@ Rose Quarter,

Feb. 15-16

•HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS
@ Rose Quarter, Feb. 22 

•SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL
@ PAC, Nov. 8-10 and 

15-17
 

save 
these
dates

“...the fi lm’s cynicism still 
sears.”

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“Heck yes, 
because 
Peeta is cuter 
than Edward 
and Jacob 
combined.” 

-Freshman
Dessie Jaenke

Will Hunger 
Games trilogy 

surpass 
Twilight?

“Defi nitely, 
since Twilight 
doesn’t have 
as much of a 
plot.” 

-Freshman
Eliza Fitch

“Yes, because 
Twilight was 
a stupid love 
story.” 

-Freshman 
Jessica Coyne

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“We rob banks.” 

•They really did rob 
banks

•The most famous 
criminal lovers of 
the 30s

•Film was 
ground-breaking 
for its amorality 
and violence

October’s Answer: 

“The Fly” (1986)

in

the

Sunset Blvd, Hollywood’s 
most scathing self-examination, 
is an oft-analysed classic.
 Still, for all the ink devoted 
to its central fi gure, faded starlet 
Norma Desmond, it’s rare that she 
isn’t written off as a villain. This 
isn’t necessarily the case.
 Granted, Norma is nuts. This 
lady’s mental collapse puts Spears 
and LiLo in perspective; nobody 
cares about her when it happens. 
That is, besides Max, butler and 
fi rst husband, who secretly writes 
all her fan mail to prevent another 
suicide attempt. As Roger Ebert 
noted, he “holds the fi lm together”, 
and his love “keeps it from becom-
ing simply a waxworks or a freak 
show”.
 However, Joe Gillis, who’s 
dead in the pool by the time he 
bothers to start narrating, is like 
if Nick in The Great Gatsby lost 
almost all empathy. While funny 
and insightful, he actively tries to 

turn Sunset Blvd into the waxwork 
it transcends, and he’s a major 
reason the film’s cynicism still 
sears. 
 The narration promises to give 
facts before inevitable distortion, 
but despite softer moments, it’s 
still like a tabloid tell-all hell-bent 
on humiliation. Furthermore, this 
unemployed B-movie machine 
doesn’t have any respectable 
artistic integrity, as shown in a 
humorous scene where his script 
is criticized for unoriginality by a 
young lady later to have some 
plot signifi cance. Besides, as is 
made clear, Tinseltown also lacks 
such integrity - or sympathy, as 
their neglect and unfeeling toward 
Norma displays.
 “There’s nothing tragic about 
being 50,” says Gillis, “not unless 
you try to be 25.” What he doesn’t 
realize is that Norma Desmond 
has nothing but her script he’s 
doctoring, old publicity photos, 
forged fan mail, memories, and the 
fantasy Max maintains to keep her 
away from the gun.

After Earth is that post-apocalyptic flick that 
manages to be a catastrophe itself, both as en-

tertainment and as director M. Night Shyamalan’s 
attempted rebound after The Last Airbender.
 The movie concerns a teenage boy, Kitai 
Raige, played by Jaden Smith, and his legendary 

father Cypher, played by Will 
Smith, getting stranded on Earth 
after disastrous events force hu-
mans to escape. During the crash, 
Cypher is critically injured, leav-
ing Kitai to go on an adventure to 
signal help. The dangers along the 
way include unfamiliar land filled 
with animals and an unstoppable 
alien who escaped during the 
crash. Six years after I Am Leg-
end, Will has been ditched again 
by civilization—seriously, what 
does this say about his agent?

 Joking aside, its values about keeping families 
together were potentially heart-warming. The vi-
suals have been criticized, but they may not have 
been treated as such if the movie it was dressing 
up had any substance. It was dull and typical; there 

were no surprises or shifts in mood. M. Night may 
be criticized for overusing late-inning plot twists 
in his films, but it’s as if he’s abandoned emotional 
contrast too, for which the ending suffers. There’s 
nothing wrong with happy endings, but when the 
narrative journey that precedes one is so hollow 
and uninvolved, it’s hard to take seriously.
 Shyamalan’s biggest mistake here was be-
ing too easy to swallow. After Earth had no real 
suspense, drama, or weight - M. Night never 
suggested that he had the nerve to separate the 
Smiths. Even the high-stakes chase scenes, which 
are things that have literally kept some directors 
feeding their families, weren’t exciting. Interest-
ingly, the well-done scenery possibly conveyed 
the dread of Kitai and Cypher’s situation better 
than Shyamalan’s script and the Smiths’ perfor-
mances. 
 With more imagination and bravery, After 
Earth may have recovered Shyamalan from the 
wasteland, but by letting the Smiths survive his 
movie with such little struggle, he earned another 
few years as a critical punch line. Another Will 
Smith rap could have also helped; “Just The Two 
of Us (Literally)” had “hit” written all over it.

“It wound 
up dull and 
typical.”

TONI
CHERRY

The Crazy for You album by 
Best Coast sings a tune to the 

brokenhearted and anyone who 
loves a story encompassed in an 

album sung by 
a girl crazy for 
both boys and 
California. 

D e s p i t e  a 
poppy feel, the 
self-deprecating 
lyrics that shad-
ow most of the al-
bum reveal dark-
ness in the sunny 
atmosphere that 
the material gains 
depth from. Not 
only is she the-

matically occupied with her infatu-
ation with this boy, she concerns 
herself with issues like self-worth 
and personal identity. The album 
shows self-discovery as she fi nds 
herself without a relationship, with-
in it, and then without one again. 
It is authentic pop music without 
self-righteousness, easy listening 

without hollow professionalism 
and synthesizers, heartfelt without 
targeting frustrated fi fteen-year old 
girls, and it gently balances boy-
concerned angst without sounding 
calculated or hostile towards an 
entire gender, à la Beyonce.

Best Coast, formed in 2009, 
is a duo comprised of songwriter-
vocalist Bethany Cosentino and 
multi-instrumentalist Bobb Bruno. 
Crazy for You is their 2010 debut 
album, but their sophomore effort 
The Only Place came last year, and 
their Fade Away EP was released on 
October 22nd. 

All together it is listenable pop, 
with lyrics that, while not necessar-
ily insightful, are honest. They are 
a culmination of her yearning for 
this relationship, the insecurities 
that ensued, and what her thoughts 
are during the relationship. It’s not 
as repetitive as normal pop and 
shows a little glimpse into the art-
ist’s thought process and show’s a 
little bit of who Bethany is. 

The cover art shows pictures 

of kittens, California, and bright 
yellow, green and orange hues to 
encompass the sunny environment 
of the album. The whole thing gives 
you the sensation of a summer 
vacation wasting away. The cat is 
apparently Bethany’s own, named 
Snacks.

All of the songs on the album 
have a laid back feeling reminiscent 
of a carefree day.  Drum beats lay 
with guitar and combine to compli-
ment Bethany’s voice. The songs 
seem to blend into each other in a 
way that makes Crazy for You an 
album rather than a collection of 
singles and fi ller. They all have a 
similar vibe of driving to the beach 
and feeling restless on a slow sum-
mer afternoon. It shows Bethany’s 
dependency on this boy and her 
dissatisfaction with that. I would 
recommend this album to anyone 
feeling the need to be transported 
to a day of summer angst or anyone 
wanting to listen to some laid back 
indie pop that is supported by a 
strong singer.

“Sings a 
tune for 
the broken-
hearted...”

ABBY
MOSS

“Probably, 
because 
it’s more 
adventurous.” 

-Junior
Alexyss Smith



Cross country fi nishes season strong
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Abdul Ahmed

Kennedy Allen

Boys’ water polo MHC Champs—again 
Junior Abdul Ahmed, who placed 36th at the state championship in 
Eugene, competes at a meet.                      Photo by Rikka Gustey

CAMEREN LEE
opinions editor

With a loss at Lake Oswego, 
the football team ended the year 
breaking a record it’s trying to 
forget: a winless season. 

In the fi rst quarter, Lake Oswego 
scored fi rst and added a successful 
extra point. In the second quarter, the 
Lakers scored four more times before 
senior running back Andre Reasno 
scored a touchdown for the Scots. 
Senior Jeffrey Neubarth made the 
extra point for a score of 35-7. In the 
third quarter, Reasno scored again, 
and in the fourth quarter, junior wide 
receiver Brock Jackson  followed up 
a Lake Oswego touchdown with a 
40-yard run, ending the 42-21 game 
on a high note, but the Scots losing 

Bump
Set
Spike

Senior Lucky Le, who was a part of the varsity water polo team, looks to pass 
the ball during a coed practice.                                       photo by Ellen VanSlyke

 Although David Douglas 
didn’t place in the top 12 at the Nov. 
3 State Championships in Eugene, 
sophomore Kennedy Allen did 
place 11th in the 6A Girls’ 5K with 
an 18:51 time, which qualifi es her 
for the Nov. 24 Nike BorderClash.
 Freshman Ahmed Muhamed 
and junior Abdul Ahmed, as well 
as junior Brynne Merkley, also 
competed at the state level, placing 
21st, 36th, and 52nd in their 
respective races. Muhamed, who 
reached the top 10 in every 5K he 
ran during the regular season, was 
nine places shy of BorderClash 
qualifi cation. Allen was also the 
only Scot to earn eligibility last 
year for the prestigious meet, 
where top runners from Oregon and 
Washington compete against each 
other. 
 With the exception of the Nike 
PreNationals, a meet whose results 
didn’t affect win/loss records and 
whose weather was hardly ideal 

according to both 
team members 
and coach 
Cameron Cross, 
she placed in the 
top 10 consistently 
throughout the 
season.
 The season 

started at Central Catholic, 
where all four runners later 
made state, placing in the top 
12 in their respective 5K, and 
proceeded through meets held at 
multiple schools in the Mt. Hood 
Conference. 
 The Scots were both 
motivated by the thrills of 
competition and the highs of 
self-improvement. Even athletes 
who never quite made it into the 
top 10 had much to be proud of, 
be it multiple-second shavings 
and minute-plus mutilations of 
their personal best times, their 
ability to sustain 5K treks, 
or just the bonds made and 
camaraderie maintained during 
the season.

Football fi nishes winless
their fi rst and 
fi nal 2013 playoff 
game.

D o u g l a s 
ended the season 
without a victory, 
the fi rst time since 
1981, placing 
David Douglas 

42nd in state. 
“The season didn’t go the 

way we wanted,” stated Reasno to 
oregonlive.com. “But I have a lot of 
faith in our young guys. They work 
hard, and I’m excited to come back 
and watch them play.”

Reasno received MHC First 
Team, and senior lineman Bryson 
Dizon received Second Team. Dizon 
was also ranked third in state for his 
position. 

MHC champs for the second year 
in a row, the boys’ water polo team 
made it into the State Championship 
bracket, but lost to Corvallis, 20-14, in 
the second round.

“It’s been an awesome season 
with a great group of boys,” said junior 
Brian Huynh. “We worked hard and 
that’s why we were successful. The 
team will miss the seniors, but it’s time 
to prepare for next year.”

The boys were the only MHC 
team to make it to state, fi nishing 
the season 12-2. After their loss at 
Corvallis, the team placed seventh 
after beating Westview, 20-11.

“Our season was great,” senior 
Lucky Le said. “I’m lucky to be a 
part of such an amazing team. We 
had our ups and downs throughout 

the season, but at the end we became 
co-conference champs with Barlow 
and the only water polo team from 
Mount Hood Conference to make the 
playoffs.” 

Several players made First Team 
All Conference, including senior 
Sam Redwine-Hixson, who was also 
chosen MHC Most Valuable Player, 
as well as Team captain Jonathan 
Merkley. 

“During one of the game at state, 
one of our JV players, Tyler Jones, 
who didn’t get much playing time 
got in and scored a goal for us,” said 
Le. “Even though we lost that game, 
everyone of us went home with the 
win because of that one goal.”

Honorable Mentions for the 
season include senior Raymond 
Miller, senior Noah Kirk, and Huynh. 
The team tied with Barlow for 
conference champs.

 Many college students are very 
proud and loyal to their schools. 
Many of them deck out in gear 
representing the school’s mascot 
and attend football games and others 
events to further support their teams. 
This loyalty tends to stick throughout 
adulthood and can be passed down 
through generations, creating a 
family of school supporters.
 Those who follow their college 
sports teams also follow the 
school rivalries, and are equally as 
passionate for that competition as 
much as their own school pride. I 
understand school spirit and being 
supportive, but there’s a point when 
the pride becomes too combative.
because of the rivalry instilled in many 
students. I fi nd these overreactions 
to be childish and overbearing. It’s a 
lot of energy put towards something 

  Wrestling 
c o a c h 
W a y n e 
S n o d e r l y 
w a s 
awarded the 
L i f e t i m e 
Service to 
Wr e s t l i n g 

award from the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame 
and Museum. He will be 
presented with the award 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma on 
May 3. Four other Oregon 
coaches will receive the 
same award along with 
Snoderly. Snorderly was 
the Scot’s head coach from 
1998 to 2008 until he took 
a break from coaching. 
Two years later, Snoderly 
started coaching freshman 
wrestling.

ALLEN

REASNO

that is completely useless, frankly 
more than I want to hear. 
 The civil war between the 
Ducks and Beavers is the epitome 
of college rivalry. If the Oregon 
State beats University of Oregon, it 
will take away the chance of Oregon 
going to the Cotton Bowl. I can only 
image the chaos that would break 
out if there was an upset. 
 If you’re out of the stadium, 
there is no reason to have a real 
problem with anything having 
to do with an opposing team. If 
attending a game, of course there 
can be intense moments that get 
viewers heated, that’s simply 
the nature of sports. Yet taking 
those frustrations from a game 
and holding a serious grudge on 
another team is silly and for no 
good reason.

School rivalries excessive

“ ...there comes 
a point when the 

pride becomes 
too combative...” TESSA MEYER

SNODERLY

Snoderly 
recognized 
with 
wrestling 
award



Volleyball fi nishes 1-15-0
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Girls’ water polo fi nishes fourth in MHC

Boys’ soccer season ends 4-1-4

BELLA GUYNES
staff reporter

Senior Evanny Rendon and senior keeper Brian Hermosillo during an Oct. prac-
tice, the boys ended with a record of 4-1-4.                                  Photo by Ellen VanSlyke

SARAH BRADBURY
staff reporter

KENNEDY BERTELSON
staff reporter

The girls’ and boys’ water polo teams often practice together. This year several school teams did 
not have enough players to compete on their own.                      Photo by Sarah Bradbury

ARMITAGE

Tough season for girls’ soccer

JV 

JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO
sports editor

CLAIRE GUYNES
CHEER

GLANCE
MHC
at a

.

HIGHLANDER’S
JV PLAYERS

OF THE
MONTH

Redistricting 
brings changes 
to MHC

MICAH SHERMAN
FOOTBALL

ELLEN VANSLYKE
features editor

 The girls’ soccer team ended 
this year season with a loss to the 
Thurston Colts, 4-0, on Oct. 29.
 Goal attempts were made by 
freshman Lacey Jones and Abbie 
Loring as well as from sophomore 
Kennedy Engelgau, but all were 
unsuccessful. The fi rst half ended 
with Thurston making one goal and 
David Douglas remaining scoreless, 
1-0.
        The second half of the game 
had the girls continue to use even 

defense and offense, with two yellow 
cards given to Thurston during the 
half. More goal attempts were made 
by Jones, Engelgau, and sopho-
more Whitney Beach, but were all 
blocked. Thurston continued to pull 
ahead by gaining another two points, 
with the Scots remaining scoreless, 
ending the game and this year‚ sea-
son with a score of 4-0.
 “We have a lot to build on,” 
said coach Gary Maass. “We were 
the youngest team in the conference 
and have the majority of the varsity 
program returning next year, which 
is something to look forward to.”

The Scots lost their final 
play-in game at Glencoe High 
School Oct. 26 where the team 
lost 3-0 against the Crimson 
Tide.
 The game was well-fought, 
and had a variety of high points 
for the Scots. The girls bumped, 
set and spiked throughout the 

game, and had their spirit all 
throughout the season.
    The season was a good one for 
Douglas, ranked 1-15-0 overall 
and 0-12-0 at the 6A Mt. Hood 
Conference level, according to 
oregonprepsports.net.
    A strong start to the 2013 sea-
son, with a victory against the 
Hood River Eagles, 3-1 and a 
near-win against Centennial who 
took the triumph 2-3.

The boys varsi ty  soccer 
team lost to McMinnville 2-1 
in the first round of the State 
Playoffs on Nov. 2. 

The Scots went through the 
first half before Junior Carlos 
Bravo scored halfway through 
the second half,  not passing 
McMinnville’s two points scored 
throughout the two halves.  
 The Scots ended the season 
with an overall record of 4-1-
4. Despite losing in the first 
round of the playoffs, the boys 
were only one round behind last 
year’s playoff victories. 
 “It was a good season,” said 
Head Coach Logan Marquart. 
“The team had some ups and 
downs but we managed to bounce 

back in to finish 
second place in 
the Mount Hood 
conference.”

Teams tha t 
advanced to the 
quarter finals in-
cluded Central 
Cathol ic ,  Bea-
verton, McKay, 
South Eugene, 
West Linn, Cen-
t u r y ,  G r a n t , 
and Jesuit high 
schools.

“O ve ra l l  I 
believe the sea-
son went well,” 

said senior Hugo Alvarez. “We 
went into a play off game. Also, 
it doesn’t matter how the shoes 
look like, the only thing that 
matters is how one plays in the 
game.”

BRAVO

ALVAREZ

COME MEET THE DAVID DOUGLAS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAMS!

Night with the Scots
November 26 

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
David Douglas North Gym

FREE
Come support the Scots and 

have some fun

KENNEDY

 The girls’ water polo team 
finished their season fourth in 
the Mt. Hood Conference. 
 The team technically tied 
for third place in the confer-
ence, out of four teams, with 
Gresham. The final standings 
were determined with a coin 
flip, leaving the Scots in fourth. 
The girls finished the season 
with a record of 1-9, their only 
win being at Gresham on Sep. 
17. 
 “It was certainly a building 
year but I couldn’t have asked 
for a better team with these 
young ladies and next year we’ll 
be ready to come out on top,” 
said junior point Pamela Kennedy. 
 Kennedy received a second team honor and 
sophomore goalie Felisa Armitage received an 
honorable mention for their performances this 
season. 

 As the OSAA goes into the 
redistricting process for the four-
year term that starts 2014-15, 
there are some changes coming to 
the MHC.
 Central Catholic is here to 
stay. Despite early plans to move 
Central Catholic and St. Mary’s to 
the Three Rivers Conference, like 
the fi rst draft suggested, the Rams 
will remain in the Mt. Hood Con-
ference.
 Oregon City and Clackamas 
will be joining the Mt Hood Con-
ference, however.
 Under redistricting, the Pa-
cifi c Conference will be disman-
tled. Glencoe and Century would 
be going to the Metro League, 
while Newberg, Tigard, and Tu-
alatin will be moving to Three 
Rivers. McMinnville and Forest 
Grove will be moving to the Cen-
tral Valley Conference.
 Cut off points for the Class 
5A, 4A and 3A were also adjust-
ed. La Salle will be moved up to 
the Class 5A from Class 4A.



PTSA HOLIDAY 
BAZAAR 

Saturday December 7th 
9am to 4pm 
David Douglas North Building

Admission 
is FREE
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Outdoor School

Scots Center reaches out
ALEXA MEDIANO

staff reporter

Scots Center coordinator Andrew Constantinescu is currently recruiting students to be peer tutors in the 
Scots Center. Peer tutors are expected to be profi cient in both math and English.    Photo by Andrew Nguy Blood drive falls short by three pints

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
staff reporter

Big Brother Big Sister infl uential

 Big Brothers, Big Sisters (BBBS) has  infl u-
enced youth for over a century, since its inception 
by founder Ernest Coulter in 1904, and is still 
strong around the country.  
 Its purpose is to allow youth to create a 
friendly relationship with an adult. The adult is 
commonly referred to as “the big” and the youth 
is “the little.” The big and the little will participate 
in activities that they mutually enjoy in hopes of  
becoming friends. 
 Studies have shown that BBBS youth are 

positively affected. Fifty-two percent are less 
likely to skip school, 27 percent are less likely to 
drink alcohol, and 46 percent are less likely to use 
drugs. They are more confi dent in school work 
and are more compatible with family members. 
Eighty-three percent of littles say that their big 
instilled values that help guide them through 
life.   
 BBBS was originally a part of the Urban 
League Program, until 1999 when the program 
had to budget out BBBS. Five BBBS volunteers 
created a independent program. After two years, 
the program became a non-profi t and received 
enough support to become an agency. 
 

 The annual American Red Cross 
Blood Drive took place Oct. 22 in the 
south gym from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 Coach Jeff Centoni’s football players 
helped set up the blood drive until the 
Red Cross arrived at 6:00 a.m. 
 The goal was to collect 96 pints. That 
goal was almost achieved: 93 pints were 
collected. There were 135 students who 
participated in the annual event. Fifteen 
students were turned away due to a lack 
of time. 

 Before blood was drawn, a precau-
tionary physical checked for blood iron 
and body weight. Roughly 12 nurses were 
needed, and approximately 20-30 beds 
were used. 
 “During the event, it was very quiet,” 
said health teacher Angela Nurre. “There 
were very many first time donors, and 
that was great. The students did a great 
job overall.”
 The American Red Cross receives 56 
million blood donations annually, which 
is distributed to more than 2,700 hospi-
tals and  transfusion centers around the 
country.
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NEW MESSAGE

 Registration for the next open SAT 
test, which is on Jan. 7, ends on Dec. 
27.
 Instead of the standard SAT tests, 
students will also be able to sign up for 
up to three SAT subject tests, including 
U.S. History, Literature, Chemistry, 
French, Spanish, Mathematics, 
and Biology. Subject tests vary on 
availability.

SAT registration 
date reminder

ANDREW NGUY
news editor

Driver’s Education instructor John Green-Hite reviews freeway driving using the Oregon Driver’s 
Manual Playbook.              Photo by Andrew Nguy

JAMES JOHNSTON
ALICE OTT PRINCIPAL

Driver’s Education students will be able 
to acquire a driver’s license starting next term 
through a test at the course’s conclusion instead 
of testing at DMV. 
 Passing the drive test at David Douglas will 
be equivalent to the DMV’s drive test starting Jan. 
1. A total of 30 hours, 12 hours in a car and six 
hours of driving and six hours of observing, is 
required along with a completed adult-supervised 
driving log. Oregon provides incentives by 
providing David Douglas’ driver’s education 
program $210 for every driver’s education gradu-
ate.
 “I think the kids are going to like it,” said 
Driver’s Education instructor Nate Owings. 
 Students are allowed to choose their top 

three instructors, then narrow it down to one, 
who will not only instruct behind the wheel, but 
also evaluate students for the license test. Driver’s 
Education consists of three classroom teachers, 
in addition to eight teachers behind the wheel.
 “[The new rule] gives us more responsibil-
ity,” said Owings. “However, we’re making 
sure that you have met all the profi ciencies for 
driving.” 
 The curriculum changed last month when 
the State of Oregon provided the Oregon Driver’s 
Manual Playbook for schools. David Douglas 
possesses 200 copies, and each page will be fol-
lowed. Driving routes will be created  and sent 
to the state for approval. 
 “We’d like to fi nish [the routes] by next 
month,” said Owings. “It has to be ready by 
January. What we’ll do is use already existing 
routes and add more to them.” 

 “When a student helps another student 
they have a certain respect for them,” said 
Constantinescu.
 The program acts as a class, so the 
tutors will receive a letter grade and be 
assigned journals and homework. Previ-
ously, the Scots Center was managed by 
Constantinescu and various teachers. Now, 
students are being given the opportunity to 
tutor peers. The peer tutors are required to 
attend a short training before joining the 
Outreach Program. Constantinescu has 
recruited students from advanced or AP 
classes to be second semester peers tutors.

 Students can now receive peer tutoring 
through the Scots Center’s Outreach Pro-
gram, or apply to become a peer tutors to 
provide aid to students in their classrooms 
during the school day.
 Scots Center coordinator Andrew 
Constantinescu’s peer tutors are profi cient 
in math and reading and carry a 3.0 GPA 
or higher. They assist students during the 
school day, but the Scots Center is also 
open after school.

This annual event hosts more 
than 80 vendors with unique 
merchandise 

 Outdoor School takes learning Natural 
Science into real life application, as students 
are able to be free from distractions and 
make connections for themselves as they 
study streams, forests, and fi elds. They 
are able to see the relationship between 
different natural processes. This is done to 
inform Oregon’s youth about their natural 
resources to make informed citizens and 
voters. The program serves approximately 
7,000 sixth graders and 1,600 student 
leaders a year. 
 “Outdoor School was a fantastic 
humbling experience that led me to 
discover a beautiful world outside of this 
technological world everyone is obsessed 
with,” sophomore student leader Anca 
“Cosmo” Matica said. “I got to make 
twenty-fi ve brand new best friends who 
I love so dearly and got to not only teach 
a whole bunch of sixth graders about 
animals, I also got to learn a whole bunch 
of things about animals. It was really 
fantastic, in fact it was so great that I lost 
my voice twice. I’m really thankful to have 
the opportunity to go and there is no doubt 
in my mind I will go in the spring.”

IN MEMORY

TIM TRUONG
1994-2013
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