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One salutatorian graduates with honors

Six valedictorians lead Class of 2014 
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Great big thank you’s from this year’s seniors

CHEN

The seniors on this year’s The Highlander staff would like to thank the following staff and students for their generous help in putting 
together this year’s Senior Edition: thanks Pat Alderton for sports awards and registrar Laurie Brunelle for vals and sals. Thank you De-
nise Pierson for academic awards, and the thank you counseling department for scholarship information. Thank you English teachers for 
submitting and collecting surveys. Thanks to our Highlander non-senior family for copy editing, fact checking, photography, and running 
all those errands. Thank you Belle and Andrew for all that photography and Photoshop work. Thank you Sarah for drawing the editorial 
cartoon. You’re amazing. And thank you Andrew, Angela, Isaiah, and Sarah for passing out this edition at graduation.
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 Regine Asa was born and raised in Portland. While at DDHS, 
she participated in Key Club, the School Based Health Center Youth 
Advisory Coucil her sophmore year, NHS, and Concert Choir. Asa 
took several AP classes, including Human Geography, Pyschology, 
English, Government, Calculus, and Chemistry. At the Oregon 
State Fair, her calligraphy piece won Second Place and Honorary 
Mention at the Scholastic Competition. She will be attending Uni-
versity of Oregon in the fall as a pre-med student.
 Fadi Labib was born in Minia, Egypt. He’s lived in Portland 
since 2007.  Labib was Student of the Month his freshman, soph-
omore, and junior years.  He participated in the Robotics Club, 
Symphonic and Symphony Orchestra, the Portland Police CADET 
program, and was a NHS member. Labib was also a Scots Center 
math and science tutor. He has been awarded several scholarships, 
including the Dell Scholarship, the Education First Scholarship, 
and the Portland State University Eubank Memorial Trust Scholar-
ship. Labib plans on attending PSU and to in computer science and 
minor in general music. 
 Jonathan Merkley, son of U.S. Senator and David Douglas 
alumni Jeff Merkley, was born and raised in Portland. He was very 
active in Youth Group Service activities, including weekly volun-
teer work at Adventist Medical Center and at soup kitchens during 
the holidays. He also volunteered for Special Olympics. Merkley 
was a four-year letterman in water polo, and was chosen team cap-
tain his senior year. He was also a three-year swim team letterman, 
qualitfying for State his senior year. He was also a member of the 
200 free relay team that broke the DDHS record.
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 This year, Vincent Chen is the one-and-only salutatori-
an. At the age of nine, Chen, a Taiwan native, began spend-
ing his summers with a host family. When Chen began high 
school he and his siblings moved in with his host family 
until his mother, Amy Chen, moved to America in 2012. 
 Chen was awarded the Nordstrom TEN4U Scholar-
ship on Oct. 14, 2013. This scholarship gave him not only 
$10,000 but a new MacBook. 
 After graduation he plans to study biochemistry and 
neuroscience. His top three schools came down to Stan-
ford, University of Pennsylvania, University of Chicago, or 
University of California at Berkeley. He will be attending 
Berkeley in the fall. 
 While at David Douglas, Chen was a part of the soccer 
team his sophomore year, and was the boys’ basketball team 
manager. His senior year, Chen was vice president of Key 
Club, a member of the Rocket Team, and play the tenor sax 
in Jazz Band and Wind Ensemble.
 

 Hanston Nguyen was born and raised in Portland. He 
was the Key Club treasurer, the Film Club president, and 
took all available AP classes. Nguyen will attend the Uni-
versity of Oregon Honors College for one year and then 
transfer to Cornell or the University of Pennsylvania to ma-
jor in business or finance. He’s planning a career in invest-
ment banking. Warren Buffet is Hanston’s hero, a banker 
who, like Hanston, spends much of his free time check-
ing his stocks. Hanston’s dream job is to work at Goldman 
Sachs, JP Morgan, or “an awesome tech company like Tesla 
Motors.” 
 Denis Russu was born in Ukraine. He was a NHS 
member and the president of the Rocket Team, and was in-
volved in Portland State Cold Fusion research. He was also 
involved in summer school programs. He is a Questbridge 
College Prep Scholar and a Questbridge National College 
Match Scholar. He plans on attending Stanford.
 Isabel Skau was born and raised in Portland. She is a 
recognized musician who was a member of both Wind En-
semble and Jazz Band her freshman through senior years. 
Skau is gifted at playing the piano, violin, alto sax, and 
clarinet. She performed with the Vancouver Symphony as 
the winner of the Young Artists competition. She also found 
time to tutor low income and immigrant students in reading 
and writing, and volunteered at a local food bank. She even 
knitted hats for the homeless. She plans on attending Stan-
ford.
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Gedam, Ostin honored by OASBE

Vincent Chen awarded $10,000
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SAMANTHA WESTMORELAND

Rose Festival Princess

Homecoming King and Queen

Principal John Bier had the pleasure of notifying Vincent Chen that he was awarded the Nordstrom 
“10 for You Scholarship.” This scholarship provided him not just $10,000 but a new MacBook. 

Yordanos Gedam and Smartine Ostin were honored at the 32nd annual OASBE (Oregon Alli-
ance of Black School Educators) Recognition Banquet. Both maintained excellent grades and 

were involved in community outreach and volunteer opportunities. Ostin was also awarded 
one of eight OASBE scholarships. This is the third year in a row that a David Douglas senior 
has been selected to receive not only the student achievement award but also a scholarship.

KYLAN
CARLSON

VIENNA
RYNERSON
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Buyukas, Fitz, and Little 
retire with over 90 years

.

“...keep being a unicorn, 
Mrs. Buyukas.”

-Tori Logue 
Graduate

“After you
retire you
should...”

“...coach baseball again, Mr. 
Fitz. You’ll be free to play with 
the boys of summer.”

-Cindy Shaw
English teacher

“...tour around the world, Mrs. 
Buyukas.”

-Maria Mercado
Graduate

“...go to Mexico, ride a pony, 
and eat a burrito, Mr. Little.”

-Cristal Espinoza
Graduate

“...spend your summers in Yel-
lowstone, all three of you.”

-Rene Raglione
Bookroom manager

“...continue to travel, Mr. 
Little, but don’t eat the Guinea 
pigs.”

-William Avila 
Graduate

“...continue making jewelry, 
Mrs. Buyuka, especially brace-
lets. I remember you teaching 
me to make one in, like, two 
minutes.”

-Carlos Dulay
Graduate

Art teacher Gayla Buyukas was born in Sacramento, but 
moved four times in her fi rst four years of life. She attended Orville 
Wright Elementary School, “the kid with strawberry colored hair 
that stuck straight out from my head, wearing a pair of turquoise 
shoes that matched nothing,” she said. “By sixth grade, I could out 
run every kid in the playground. I think might have needed to.” 
Buyukas attended El Camino High School then earned her MFA 
in 1976 from U of O. “I was deeply involved in the political up-
heaval of the times.” She then earned her Masters in Art Therapy 
from Marylhurst College before enrolling in the Graduate Teaching 
Program at Portland State. Buyukas has taught art classes at David 
Douglas for over 19 years, including Graphic Arts, General Art I 
and II, Crafts I and II, and Jewelry I, II, and III. She also taught a 
night class at Mt. Hood for 18 years. “I am proud that in the arts, I, 
and my peers, have helped send four students to RISD, one to Sa-
vanna, and one to Pratt, and numerous art programs at colleges and 
universities all over the United States.” In retirement, she plans to be 
a grandma, explore her artistic side, and travel. “I want to volunteer 
in the community, but I haven’t decided exactly what organization 
to apply my energies towards. I want to run, hike, play, do Zumba, 
yodel, and explore the varied Portland habitats that catch my fan-
cy.”
  English teacher Mike Fitz was born in Frankfurt, Germany, 
before coming to the United States at the age of three.  He grew up 
in the Centennial School District. His family built a house on the 
bluff over the Sandy River, so he attended Dexter McCarty Middle 
School and Barlow High School.  Fitz attended MHCC then the 
University of Portland, where he played baseball. He began teach-
ing at DDHS in 1981.  He planned on teaching back in Germany, 
and had set it up with Senator Mark Hatfi eld, but it required two 
years of experience.  “Back in the early days at Douglas we would 
load up bus loads of kids and take them downtown or out east to 
Bonneville Dam so they could experience things they had never 
experienced before.” Fitz helped create a Night Ski Club, and with 

social studies teacher Scott Cashdollar, a Flyfi shing Club, where 
they took students to fi sh on the Crooked River, including a student 
in a wheelchair.  Fitz is best known for his 29 years as the baseball 
coach, winning championships in 1984, 87, 89, 90, 92, 96, 97, 2001. 
He enjoyed taking team members to spring training in Phoenix nu-
merous times. He also took them on a trip to San Diego, to Tijuana, 
Mexico, to Lake Tahoe and Reno, and extended summer road trips 
to Montana with stops at Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks. 
He also ventured north to Seattle, Gig and Grays Harbors.  “I can 
remember that during one season we were struggling. I went in to 
see Athletic Director Jim Kitchen. We were just shootin’ the breeze.  
He laughed a little bit, and I remember his words of counsel: ‘You 
know, it’s never so bad that it can’t get worse.’  He was right, but it 
did add some levity to the situation.”

Spanish teacher Joe Little was born in Portland. His parents 
were missionaries who moved to Mexico for language classes and 
then were assigned to Ecuador for four years. Little attended an all-
Spanish grade school, “the only ‘gringo,’” he said. Back home, he 
attended Poynter Junior High in Hillsboro, then North Catholic, La 
Salle, and fi nally John F. Kennedy high schools. He then attended 
Southern Oregon University where he double majored in Span-
ish and Education. He’s taught at DDHS all 37 years of his career, 
including Spanish 1, 2, College Spanish 3, AP Spanish 4/5, Frosh 
English, and social studies. He’s also coached JV girls’ soccer, boys’ 
soccer, and girls’ basketball, and was Spanish Club advisor for 32 
years. He  co-directed with his wife the Mexican Ballet Folklorico 
Dance Co. & Music Company for 27 years. Little was also the 
DDEA President, Vice President, and a Bargaining Team member 
for fi ve contracts. In retirement he plans to continue developing the 
foodcart pod on 112th and Powell Blvd. He also plans to travel and 
to embarrass his daughters. “It truly has been an honor and a privi-
lege to work side by side with such a dedicated and compassionate 
staff. I have been inspired and motivated to keep the passion for 
teaching by their simple acts of kindness and support.” 

BUYUKAS FITZ LITTLE
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  Jesus Garcia is the resilient boy 
who’s cool enough to hang with any-
body, and his authenticity makes him 
a well-respected individual among 

his peers and teachers. He occupies his 
free time by running, reading, spending 

time with family, competing in judo tour-
naments, and by teaching himself how 

to play the guitar. Jesus also spends 
his free time by looking around in an-

tique stores, which he says causes him 
to go into a trance. On a professional 
and personal level, Jesus is an incred-
ible person who is unique, special, and 
different from his peers. It doesn’t take 
long to realize that Jesus has unparal-
leled heart, compassion, and cour-
age. There is never a time when he is 
afraid to be himself or state what 
he feels within his soul. Jesus is 
unprecedented: a role model for 
both young women and men, 
as he epitomizes what inde-
pendence really means and 
looks like. Looking forward 
Jesus hopes to help aid in 
the process of ending il-

literacy throughout the world by 
furthering his education in the areas of 

Language Arts and Pre-Law.

Larkyn is a creative foster care child who loves to cosplay char-
acters like Queen Elsa and Princess Luna. She dreams of mov-
ing to Tennessee to live with her 22 year old boyfriend, Bryant. 
She aspires to become a homicide detective. She also dreams of 
having four children and fostering and adopting teenagers. She 
also wants to own a Toyota Rav4. Larkyn and Bryant are busy 
becoming authors with their book “Secrets of the Ports.”

Michael (Mikey to his 
friends) can most often be 
found wondering the halls 
in the PAC. He is very active 
in both theater and choir, and 
has had many of his best ex-
periences in high school through 
the performing arts. Michael’s fa-
vorite thing about David Douglas is 
defi nitely the sheer diversity it boasts, 
both ethnically and culturally. For bet-
ter or worse, there is a place for everyone 
here and Michael has found his. 
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found wondering the halls 
in the PAC. He is very active 
in both theater and choir, and 
has had many of his best ex-
periences in high school through 
the performing arts. Michael’s fa-

Like many, this is someone who is sim-
ply fi nding their way through the 
turbulence of life. He has 
many talents, but does 
not deny his fl aws. He has 
succeeded thus far, yet has made 
plenty of mistakes. He is on the brink 
of self-discovery, and ambition resonates 
within like a drawn out chord awaiting the 
rest of the music. He can envision the plot 
thickening as his story continues to be written; 
many thematic lessons arise as the pages turn. He feels 
as though he has learned much of the world around 
him, but is still aware that his knowledge of the uni-
verse is but a speck of sand between the Willamette and 
Columbia River, amongst all the beaches ever to exist. 
Humbled by the world and people around him, Sherman 
Floyd is eager to see what life has in store.

There is one individual who spent his time 
contributing to the prosperity of his future 
that laid in his hands. There were schol-
ars who were brighter than he was. He 
knew this all through high school and 
in sports. Running into enhanced 
performers who had a much 
greater background than he 
did: bigger, faster, and harder. 
But there was something they 
couldn’t do, they couldn’t out-
work him. They couldn’t work 
as kong nor stick in there as long 
as he could. He is Nick Verbelchuk 
and he recommends that YOU can 
outwork anybody.

Taylor May Nelson 
has been attending the Da-
vid Douglas school district 
throughout her schooling. She is 
interested in becoming a medical ex-
aminer and plans on attending Western 
Oregon University then transferring to 
medical school. She is fascinated with 
makeup, music, clothes, shoes and an 

unusual sense of style. She is more of a 
“the darker the clothes the better” type of 
person but she is the nicest person once you 

get to know her

ShermanSherman
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he time has finally come to where 
I am walking down the stage at 
graduation. It seems like it took 
forever for the moment to finally 
come where I can say “I made it.” 
Most importantly, my mom broke 

the cycle of how kids turn out when their parents 
had them as teenagers. I am so incredibly proud 
of myself for staying headstrong when so many 
kids all around me were dropping like flies and 
giving up on themselves by going to Fir Ridge and 
taking the easy way out. I not only did this for the 
obvious reasons like being able to go to college, 
but I did this for my mom. Every time when I or 
any of my brothers pass a major milestone she 
gets emotional because she became HIV positive 
after a bad blood fusion when she was 15, and 
she always says that she never thought she would 
live long enough to see her kids hit adulthood, 
let alone graduate high school and move onto 
college. I did this to show my mom that although 
she never thought she would live long enough 
to see me and my twin brother walk across the 
stage, that she will live to see many things that 
she never thought she would see.

I also did this for my two little sisters Aquerra 
and Jelly; I wanted to be a great role model for 
them and show them that they can honestly do 
anything they put their mind to just as long as 
they work at it. I just wanted my little sisters to 
know that they don’t have to be the girl in high 
school that’s the most liked and has the most 
boyfriends. I want them to know that if they get 
past high school, they will have so much more 
to live for and so many great things will happen 
to them as they get older and high school is a 
small fraction of their life and that they should 
buckle down and get their work done and if they 
are lucky they’ll make it out of high school with a 
few good friends like I did.

My high school experience wouldn’t have been 
close to enjoyable without my two best friends 
Tierra and Dani. Those two girls honestly kept 
me going and pushed me to become something 
more than I ever thought I could be. They are the 
most real and genuine girls I have ever met in 
my life, and I feel so lucky to have met them and 
become as close as we did. They always keep 
everything so funny, and without them I probably 
wouldn’t have enjoyed high school as much as I 
did. Although my high school experience wasn’t 
the most exciting, I wouldn’t have changed the 
experiences that I have for the world. Everything 
that I have done in my life have finally led up to 
this moment; going to school since the age of 
three taking advanced classes and countless days 
of staying in doing homework has finally paid off. 
I am beyond excited to be able have made it and 
I want to congratulate all of the other graduates 
that have worked their butts off to get where they 
are today and I wish everyone the best of luck on 
whatever they choose to do in their life after high 
school. Stay C14SSY class of twenty-fourteen!

oming to the end of high school hasn’t really hit 
me yet. I just remember seeing the seniors my 
freshman year and thinking they were actual 
grown ups going out into the world. Through-
out high school I idolized this idea of being 
a senior. They were being given the ticket to 

adulthood and being in the real world. As I am fi nishing up my 
senior and about to graduate, I just feel so overwhelmed by 
the idea of being pushed into college and adulthood. I have 
taken comfort in the idea of coming to the same building and 
walking the same halls for the past four years. The next chap-
ter of my life is going to be entirely new experiences and un-
familiar territory. I can’t relate to all the excitement because I 
am scared as hell. 

I’m honestly so grateful for all the people that have been 
part of my journey. Not just for the past four years, but for my 
entire life. I owe the biggest thank you to Kitty Jones. She’s 
my biggest supporter when I do anything, has bent over back-
wards for me when she didn’t have to, and taken me in when 
I had no where to. Thank you for fi lling the spot of a mother in 
my life, and I can never repay you for everything you’ve done. 
I want to thank Dani Jones for not only sharing her mother 
with me, but for being such an amazing friend and my sister. I 
can always depend on you to be honest and be there for me. 
I am honestly so proud of us for remaining best friends for all 
of middle school and high school. I want to thank Jazzmen 
Griffi n for being my best friend and always being there for me. 
You’re a true friend, and I am so grateful for that. I want to 
thank my mother because without our experiences, I cannot 
say I would’ve become such a strong person.  I want to thank 
my younger sister, Kaila, for showing me that it is perfectly 
fi ne to be so different from someone, but still love them and 
respect them as a person. I want to thank Nicolas Cavin. He’s 
my best friend and the past year and half has been so great 
with him. I wouldn’t trade it for anything. I want to thank the 
entire Cavin and Jones families for welcoming me into their 
families with open arms. I want to thank my grandparents for 
being two of my biggest supporters. I want to thank Britta-
nia, Alyssa, and Jamie for being women I’ve looked up to my 
whole life and go to for help. I want to thank Mr. Rivas for 
being one of the best teachers I have ever had and teaching 
me valuable life lessons throughout high school. I don’t think 
that high school would’ve been the same without the amazing 
teachers here at Douglas to help me along. Teachers like Mrs. 
Holman, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Nurre, Mrs. Wolford, Mr. Bailey, 
Mr. McCurnin, and Mrs. Powelson have made my high school 
experience so much better, and they are the kind of teach-
ers that students are lucky to have. They honestly care about 
their students and that makes all the difference. Teaching is a 
thankless job the majority of the time, but everyone graduat-
ing tonight would not be who we they are without the teach-
ers that helped us through high school. You should respect 

everyone, but especially respect your teachers. Dealing with 
students is not an easy task, and they are rockstars for be-
ing so graceful at it. 

I don’t really know what to feel about graduating. It’s 
such a weird feeling knowing that I’ll never be a high school-
er again and I made it through. 

Four years goes by a lot faster than you can imagine, 
and you just have to do your own thing, regardless of what 
people think. Keep friends that you can trust with anything 
and don’t be afraid to walk away from ones that don’t cher-
ish who you really are. Remember to respect your teachers. 
Also, senioritis is so real and it’ll get you so bad. Don’t be-
lieve what anyone else says.

To the David Douglas High School graduating class of 
2014, I really couldn’t stand all but 15% of you, but I cannot 
be happier that we made it through together and couldn’t be 
prouder of us for making it. Stay C14ssy. 

am beyond excited to be able to say that I am a 
graduate of David Douglas. I have put so much 
time and effort into walking across that stage to 
shake our principal’s hand  to receive my diploma. 
I am so proud of myself for not falling through 
the cracks like some of my other classmates, 

and I am glad that I didn’t give up on myself. I know high 
school is such an important part of my life because it’s 
the ticket into my adulthood, and I am surprisingly ready 
to move onto the next chapter of my life. 

One of the things I am going to miss about high 
school is how comfortable I am here. I know where every 
thing is, and not going through the motion of being here 
is going to be an adjustment. It’s going to be kind of 
scary to go to college and not know where every thing is, 
but I have no doubt that I will learn my way around Mt. 
Hood like I did at Douglas.

I would like to take a moment to thank my mom 
Kitty for being the best mom that a girl could have ever 
asked for. She has helped me my whole life and she’s 

the reason why I am where I am today. She constantly 
supports me with every decision that I have made in 
my life and I am so lucky to have a mom like her. I 
cannot wait to continue to grow and learn new things 
from her. She’s made me into the person I am today, 
and I wouldn’t even want to think what kind of woman 
I would be without her. I can only hope to be a portion 
of the woman she is. I just want my mom to know how 
much I love her and appreciate all of the dedication 
she has put into raising me, the countless hours she’s 
spent staying up with me while I was growing up, and 
everything she has given up and done to give me a 
great life. 

I would like to thank my dad for always being there 
for me and who is willing to do anything for me  and my 
sister at the drop of a hat. I love you, Dad.

I would also like to thank my aunt Cathy for giving 
me her old car as my first car. She’s the reason why I 
am able to sleep in, she’s the reason why mom or dad 
no longer have to pick me up from school, and she’s the 
reason why I have the freedom to wait in the extremely 
long lines at Starbucks twice a day. She didn’t have to 
let me use her car, but I appreciate it so much.

I want to thank my Aunt Debbie for being making 
life interesting and being a great role model for me. You 
make me smile. 

My high school experience wouldn’t have been the 
same without my two best friends Tierra and Jazzmen. 
They made everyday so funny and relaxed. Tierra 
deserves personal thanks for being the best friend and 
sister I could ever ask for. She has been there for me 
since seventh grade, and I am so lucky to have had her 
as a friend for so many years. She has been the best 
roommate a girl can ask for. Although Jazzmen and I 
only met freshman year, I am so glad to have met her. 
And even though high school is over I have no doubt 
that we will continue to be best friends and I can’t wait 
to grow with them and take our adulthood by storm.
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s I sat here trying to fi nd what to write about, 
I found a lump in my throat starting to form. 
High school is coming to an end. It used 
to seem so far away, like we would never 
reach it. Four years have passed since I fi rst 
entered David Douglas. I remember that fi rst 
day, being anxious about the next four years.  

Looking back on my high school career, 
there are some things that I regret. Like that I spent the majority 
of my junior and senior years being home tutored due to my 
chronic pain; but I can’t change that. I wouldn’t change it, 
either, or the fact that I have chronic pain. It is these obstacles 
in life that shape us into who we are, we all have at least 
one. They teach us things. Things like to surround ourselves 
with positive and supportive friends, and to not take things for 
granted as you never know what will happen in the future. Live 
life to the fullest that it can be. Have goals in life. Not just have 
goals-make them happen.

I have my goals and dreams in life; I have to or else I 

would be moping around and depressed all of the time. I was 
told by a top doctor at a local hospital that I was going to be in 
pain for the rest my life so he handed me the number for their 
pain management clinic. Instead of becoming defeated by 
that statement, I use it as motivation to fi nd a cure for my pain 
and live my life the way that I want to. I encourage everyone 
to fi nd whatever motivates them and go for it. Why become 
down and discouraged when we have our whole lives out in 
front of us?

One of my favorite bands is Rascal Flatts. I feel like the 
lyrics of their song sum this column up “Stand”: “When push 
comes to shove, you taste what you’re made of. You might 
bend, ‘til you break, cause it’s all you can take. On your knees 
you look up, decide you’ve had enough. You get mad, you get 
strong. Wipe your hands, shake it off. Then you stand, then 
you stand. Life’s like a novel, with the end ripped out. The 
edge of a canyon, with only one way down. Take what you’re 
given before it’s gone and start holding on, keep holding on. ” 
Class, of 2014, go for it!    

here are times that leaving is sorrowful but in this 
case, I could cry tears of joy. There is not a day 
that goes by where I wish I had been unschooled 
during my high school years. It is hard to look 
back because of my choices, the unprofessional 
people around me, being bullied, disrespected, 

and harassed by others. No one should have to go through 
these things at a public school or anywhere else for that 
matter. 

I appreciate many things but the negativity is overwhelming. 
I appreciate the teachers that stood up for me, who taught 
professionally and to the best of their ability, and who took 
care of me when I was downtrodden. I appreciate my friends 
that I have met here, who will most likely be my friends for life, 
and who made me laugh every day even when the days were 
horrible. Lastly, I appreciate my dearest friend Writing. I found 
him my fi rst year here and he has never left my side. He was 
always there when life looked like an abyss as well as when it 
looked like beautiful sunrays.

However, I do not appreciate the unprofessional teachers 
and students. To use provocative language, to favor, and 
disrespect others is not what I want on my agenda. If teachers 
expect students to act like college students then I expect them 
to act like professional professors. If students are expecting the 
best out of their teachers, then they should do their best as well. 
It is a two way street. I do not appreciate being bullied for what 
I believe or harassed sexually. No student is an object. Many 
students need to realize that all students are living, breathing 
human beings. There are no excuses for bad behavior.

Having scoliosis, curvature of the spine, for most of my life, 
it has been hard to stay in class without wanting to rest. After my 
major spine surgery to straighten my 65 degree curve, life was 
hard to live everyday. I still have pain if I sit for too long, but it 
was worth it. This is one of a few memories that I actually enjoy. 
I was out of school for a month and many of my teachers were 
gracious enough to let me take the fi rst semester fi nals before 
winter break or not have one at all. My surgery was no sunshine 
and daisies procedure. Many forget how serious it was and still 
is. The rest of my life is carved around my spine. No matter how 

old I get, I will always remember being in the hospital Christmas 
day and learning how to walk, move my arms, and eat again.

People always look for advice when in high school. The 
only advice I have is that being a teenager is not about partying 
or acting foolishly. It is about being an adult and acting mature.

“Looking back…” people say, but I say, “Looking 
forward…”

I am looking forward to college, publishing my books, 
drinking tea, laughing instead of crying, and life itself. I am 
looking forward to the future.

Everyday is new; live it like it is the last. Carpe diem.

A

hat lies behind us and what lies before 
us, are tiny matters compared to what lies 
within us,”  Henry Stanley Haskins. So, 
what’s really in a farewell? A good bye. 

An asta luego. A see ya later. After spending four years 
together on this grand journey, called High School, how 
does one say farewell? 

In September there will be many miles between 
some of us, others we will spend another four years 
with. But the truth of the matter is we may never see 
most of the individuals we are graduating with. Cherish 
the memories you have produced, and learn from the 
mistakes that have been made moving forward. We 
will create new friends, and memories that will carry on 
forever with us. 

These four years of high school, have been a 
journey of discovery in which we have learned a little 
about who we are and what we are made of; it has 
helped to shape us and prepare us for the future. We 
need to carry the lessons we have learned forward 
with us. The future, which is an exciting mystery that 
awaits us but at the same time a scary thought roaming 
the back of our minds. As we move forward with our 
lives, going down different paths, we must remember 
the people of our past that helped to defi ne us. It is 
important to remember the past and those in it because 
soon the graduating class of 2014, will be the past; just 
another memory. 

We are all moving on to do bigger better, things. For 
all we know, the person that will fi nd the cure to cancer 
graduated with us. Our lives will forever be affected by 
what we decide to do next. High School was only a step 
in our long journey to arriving at our destination. Only 
a few of our friends will continue on with us, and those 
that don’t were left behind for a reason, but remember 
the memories that you have produced during your high 
school career and carry them forward with you. 

So remember, a farewell is just temporary, and 
our paths may one day cross again, remember the 
memories created with your fellow scots, and if they 
don’t cherish the memories you were able to create. 
As a new chapter begins, remember the lessons we 
learned, but embraces the new friends you will make, 
and memories you will create. And as Mrs. Ali said, 
“Don’t peak in high school.” And remember once a 
Scot always a Scot. Farewell, asta luego, adieu, rămas 
bun, class of 2014 until our paths cross again. bun, class of 2014 until our paths cross again. 

t the end of their High School career, some may 
wonder what they could have done differently, 
regret certain decisions or refl ect on the times 
that they wouldn’t change for anything.  It is a 
diverse mixture of people met, lessons learned 
and experiences gained. For me, attending DDHS 
was one of the best things that ever happened to 

me. I was lucky enough to be involved and learn in an amazing 
environment fi lled with opportunity and interesting people. 

One of my favorite quotes is from Activities Director, Eric 
Wadsworth, “Show me your friends and I’ll show you your future” 
I fi nd that this is especially true when navigating the intense jungle 
that is High School. Who you choose to associate with and call 
your friends is an important decision that shouldn’t be taken lightly, 
especially as we journey onto our next chapter of life.  My advice 
is to surround yourself with people who you can have fun with, 
people who make you laugh, and people who love you for who 

you are. 
We have spent the last 13 years working tirelessly to reach 

this point in our lives! Graduation is so exciting; because we are 
fi nally free to make our own decisions and mistakes. Don’t let the 
stress of this new life overwhelm the amazing times that we are 
about to experience. Life is all about having fun and doing what 
you are passionate about. Try not to let the petty things interfere 
with your happiness. Life is happening NOW, so you can make 
the decision to be happy now. Growing up can be tough but I like 
to think of it as a new adventure. I fi gure that there is no point 
being overly nervous to leave high school. There is a whole world 
out there waiting for us, and when we are old and have lived our 
lives High School will be just a blip in the past. I only have fond 
memories of the friends I’ve made, teachers who have helped me 
through the hard times, and the experiences I have had. I would 
not change a thing. 

Senior year was an amazing whirlwind of activity. So many 
fun times crammed into just nine months. These last few weeks 
have taken me by surprise with how fast they have passed by 
and how I was wrong about saying that Senioritis isn’t a real 
thing (it defi nitely is!). I learned that I could be a very productive 
procrastinator and exceed at doing things last minute, though I 
wouldn’t suggest these tactics to anyone else or attempt to use 
them again! 

As I look back, I remember all of my extraordinary teachers 
who acted as mentors as well as friends. Without their help and 
guidance I wouldn’t be where I am today. I can’t thank them enough 
for their support and for all their time and energy. I know it takes 
a lot of patience, and I appreciate all of you for putting up with my 
sometimes-crazy self. I’d also like to thank my parents for their 
support and love throughout the years. I am so lucky I was able 
to be a part of this awesome school, and be involved in Student 
Council, Band, and Newspaper. I cannot express my gratitude 
for this place and the amazing people within its walls. I will miss 
seeing all of your beautiful faces in the hallways. Hopefully I can 
stay in touch! Anyways, it’s been an AWESOME four years y’all. 
PEACE, I’M OUT!



our years ago, when I started school at David 
Douglas, I had a lot of hopes, and very few 
expectations. I’m what you call “happy-go-
lucky,” with the lack of planning and boundless 
optimism to match.
   Cut to four years later, and I’m graduating, 

with the same spirit but a lot more wisdom. As it says above 
the hall in front of the cafeteria, “Education is not prepara-
tion for life, but a preparation for life itself.” I’ll say--high 
school, despite giving me invaluable skills (for example, 
how could my writing career flourish without knowing 
how to calculate the derivative of a sinewave?), has best 
educated me socially; being in relationships has taught 
me about the way people tick, doing homework has taught 
me about responsibility, and having friends has taught me 
about how to make a great joke. (A man is drinking coffee 
in a coffee shop. He spits it out and says “Blech! Waitress, 
this coffee tastes like stale mud!” The waitress says “Real-
ly? I swear, it was fresh ground this morning.”) High school 
has taught me how to forgive, and how to love; though I 
suppose it’s really my friends that have given me the best 
support through the wreck that is my love life. 
 Do I hate high school? I don’t love it, no doubt. At most, 
it’s a stepping stone to higher education, a fact I began to 
observe more fiercely as senioritis set in. There are very 
few things I’ll miss when I’ve left this place--the things that 
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“Stay C14ssy.”

 There are several mo-
ments that define the Class 
of 2014, not just events at-
tached to our senior year, but 
moments that began fresh-
man year.
 We all started in the 
same spot in the north gym 
on that first day of school, 
and we will all end in the 
same spot as we walk across 
the stage in the Chiles Cen-
ter. Regardless of how seper-
ate we seemed over the past 
four years, in the beginning 
and at the end we are one.  
 Our freshman year 
found us finding our sep-
erate niches, whether it be 
athletics, theater, music, 
automotives, or journalism. 
The beginning of sophomore 
year was a solemn reminder, 
however, with the passing 
of how precious, short, and 
important life is with the 

passing of three Douglas stu-
dents. Junior year was nerve 
racking because it was when 
we were all coming to real-
ize we were in the last half 
of high school. It was time to 
start making decisions.
 Senior year has been 
extremely surreal. For years 
we’ve watched seniors expe-
riencing their senior nights, 
becoming Homecoming or 
Prom Kings and Queens. For 
the seniors on Highlander 
staff, the defining moment 
came when we finally started 
putting this annual Senior 
Edition together. 
 The past four years have 
gone by faster than we all 
would’ve thought back in the 
north gym that day. We’ve 
done it. Walking together 
across the stage tonight was 
closure for this journey—
and the start of another.

F

David Douglas 
Class of 2014

t this point in my life, I’m really not inter-
ested in looking back or reflecting on my 
high school experience. There is so much 
laid out in front of us all—so much to look 
forward to—that it seems silly to spend 
any more time, on top of the last four 

years, on high school. Instead, I’d rather spend my time 
living out the elusive, ever-anticipated future we have 
been preparing for.
 As I begin thinking about the fact that, while every-
one has been talking about the future forever, it’s now 
that we get to start living it, I only have one definite 
goal—to avoid making it feel like a process, and let it be 
one stellar never-ending journey. It’s important that we 
don’t start taking ourselves too seriously just because 
we’re “grown-ups” now. That’s not to say we should 
ignore our responsibilities and let the next few years be 
one big party. As fun as that sounds, there is still going 
to be work to do and hoops to jump through. However, 
as of June 11, we are no longer bound to the uncom-
fortable seats of the American high school education 
system. So we should party—it’s definitely something 
to celebrate. But don’t merely celebrate the end of high 

school; let’s celebrate the opportunity to try new things, 
to spend more time doing the things we love, and to 
continue becoming insightful human beings in whatever 
ways we want to contribute. This is the biggest oppor-
tunity we will ever get so I plan on taking advantage of 
it. It’s no time to begin limiting ourselves or narrowing 
our scope of options regarding careers, relationships, or 
anything. 
 Contrary to the somewhat popular philosophy that 
high school is the best time of your life, these four years 
are nothing in comparison of what’s coming next. It’s 
everything after high school. No matter what you decide 
to spend the greater part of your newly acquired adult 
life doing, make sure you chose it for the right reasons 
and let that be the best time of your life. 
 With that said, I do want to sincerely express my 
gratitude and love for the David Douglas community. I’m 
really glad that I am able to say I actually enjoyed high 
school for the most part and it’s because all of you have 
been so great. 
       I was fortunate to have an exceptionally fantastic 
array of teachers over the past four years. I’m super 
grateful to all you for your hard work, patience, under-
standing, and overall dedication to my education.
 Aside from all the awesome teachers and staff 
members I’ve encountered throughout high school, it’s 
been a blast getting to know so many students at David 
Douglas. High school is the last place we will all be 
forced to hangout together, work together, and pretend 
we can all stand each other. Although I’m stoked to be 
moving on, there are a lot of people here who I know 
I probably won’t be spending much time with after 
graduation and who will cross my mind once in a while, 
making me think for a moment that maybe I miss high 
school. And less than two seconds later when I laugh 
and shake the thought, I will still remember that seeing 
you all five days a week really wasn’t all that bad. As 
corny as it may be, I’m proud of all of us for making it 
and I’m glad I got to toss my cap up in the air with such 
a rad group of people. 

I will miss, though, I’ll miss a ton. Newspaper is probably 
the biggest one--Newspaper was what got me into writing, 
it was my first job, and it was the one thing I always took 
pride in. I didn’t know what it meant to never give up until I 
got into Cross Country, and I tore up my lungs and my body 
reaching the finish line, and I never felt better afterward. 
English class, especially College and AP, taught me how 
to express myself effectively (and gave me a nasty habit of 
trying to argue with my friends and family “correctly”.) I’m 
glad to be gone, but I certainly wouldn’t give up the experi-
ence, or the friends I’ve made. 
 I’m glad I haven’t lost my spirit during high school, 
despite gaining some maturity (not enough to avoid winning 
“Biggest Drama Queen” in Senior Recognition, however). 
I’m glad I haven’t lost the awesome friends I’ve had since 
elementary school, even though we’ve all grown and 
changed.
 Now I guess it’s time to look ahead, but not forget what 
I’m leaving behind. The walls of Douglas have been at 
times a prison, and at times a concert hall with me as the 
performer; my teachers wardens, or my friends the scream-
ing crowd. Whatever this school represents, though, I know 
this: at no other point in my life am I going to be able to ap-
peal to such a wide group of peers at once, especially while 
growing and learning so much. College is going to special-
ize me; I’ll be learning with my peers and refining my skills, 
rather than being socially educated with the wide range of 
people that Douglas has exposed me to. 
 I just want to let everyone know how much they mean 
to me. So I think I’ll list the ways some of my friends and 
teachers have been awesome to me, just to finish up. 
 Jacob and Jesse: got me into Gorillaz; wicked awe-
some friends I don’t talk to enough
 Holly: Best friend since middle school, turned into a 
super pretty girl at some point, and inspired me to draw and 
write
 Andrew: Went out of his comfort zone and bought me 
an MLP princess set as a christmas present
 Mr. Rivas: Molded me into the best reporter/editor this 
Highlander has ever seen
 Ms. Holman: Amazingly sweet personality, always will-
ing to help, no matter how far behind I was
 Erik: Tells me about videogames, laughs at jokes about 
graphene
 Kelly: Friend since freshman year, sweet and rambunc-
tious, and always willing to chat and smile.
 You’re amazing and I love you all. Have a wonderful 
life.

SENIOR EDITORS
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such as a customer’s car. Scots Auto 
is not only a class but also a small 
business. Many teachers, students, 
family and friends will send their 
cars to Scots Auto for a tune up, 
brake changes, and many more 
problems. My personal experience in 
Scots auto has been phenomenal. The 
large number of students has allowed 
my peers and I to form groups during 
class so that we can get projects done 
much faster. Being in Scots Auto has 
been a privilege. I have been able to 
make many new friends and gain so 
much more knowledge about cars. My 
favorite memory I had in Scots Auto 
was when my instructor scratched 
my friend’s car when opening my 
car door and then blamed it on me. 
Scots Auto is without a doubt my 
most favorite class while in 
high school. After the Navy I 
hope to pursue an education in 
mechanics.
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Automotives had drive
ALEX SMITH
guest writer

  Scots Automotive 
is a great class for 
anyone who already 
knows the basics of a 
car and are looking to 

improve their skills. The instructor, 
Mr. Burns, is a dedicated man who 
is looking to help set up students 
on a college path aimed at the ever 
expanding automotive industries. 
The Scots Auto class has welcomed 
many college speakers like UTI, and 
Toyota programs to show students 
careers they can take later in life. 
In Scots Auto all students cover the 
basics of changing a tire all the way 
up to taking apart an engine. Many 
students in this class are given the 
opportunities to work on their own 
cars and fix up any problems they 
might have, or work on other cars 

“Scots Auto is not 
only a class but a 
small business.”
-Alex Smith

“I mean, where else 
can you find a place 

to hang out with great 
people, great music, 

great teachers and 
still hone your artistic 

skills?”
-Vic Liang

VIC LIANG
guest writer

thrive, being encouraged and given 
the chance experiment with my 
photography. Anyone interested 
in Graphic Design will get a kick 
designing pages that will be seen 
by the majority of the student body. 
And at the end of the day if you’re 
exhausted, need a little break, or a 
chance to decompress, Yearbook is 
one of the places to do that.

So come along, join the 
fun, the merriment, and the little 
perks of working under the likes 
of Oliver McCurnin. He’s got a big 
bark, but half the bite so don’t be 
intimidated. We need eager, hard 
working people with artistic skill 
and the drive to succeed because 
without your help there would not 
be a Yearbook year after year. So 
what are you waiting for? Artists 
Wanted.

Wanted: amazing 
artists for Yearbook

A R T I S T S 
WANTED: Are you 
an artist? Check. Do 
you want to become 
more involved at 

David Douglas? Check. Thinking 
about joining Yearbook? Check. 
If any of these apply to you, join 
the yearbook staff! Seriously if 
you aren’t considering it you’re 
missing out. I mean where else 
can you find a place to hang out 
with great people, great music, 
great teachers and still hone your 
artistic skills? Even for an anti-
socialite like myself, Yearbook 
is yet another example of a home 
away from home here at David 
Douglas. As a photographer I 
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Seniors to Remember

FEATURES

The 2013-2014 Highlander Lineup—coming to a college near you

SERIES 1: ACTION JOURNALISTS
JOSE

Comes with • 
a camera
Super • 
friendly
Loves to • 
have fun
Works at • 
Target

DANI

Owns one • 
dog named 
Goose
Lives in • 
yoga pants
Favorite • 
Rivas Mo-
ment: When 
he giggles 
at his own 
jokes

HUNTER

Writes sto-• 
ries
Comes with • 
his favorite 
kitty, Cap-
puccino
Shorts are • 
year-round 
attire
Small-time • 
artist

KATHRYN

Loves chai • 
tea
Has been • 
writing a 
book for the 
past 5 years
Has had • 
major 
scoliosis 
spine 
surgery
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The 2013-2014 Highlander Lineup—coming to a college near you

Series 2: Fantasy Journalists
Ellen

Drinks too • 
much cof-
fee
Loves • 
corny jokes 
and clever 
puns
Planning • 
a career in 
the Peace 
Corps

JazzmenBella

Her side-• 
kick is a 
dog called 
Minnie, 
otherwise 
called “the 
worm”
Loves to • 
laugh
Leggings • 
ARE pants

Tierra

Owns four • 
cats
Loves the • 
gap in her 
teeth
Favorite • 
Rivas Mo-
ment: When 
he laughs 
at people 
with her. 

Complete • 
with sarcas-
tic attitude
Irresistable • 
dimples
Sass in-• 
cluded
Twin broth-• 
er sold sep-
arately 

Flower background courtesy riskaamalia.deviantart.com
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Football teaches 
life long lessons

lost in our third match of the district 
tournament. We were so close to 
becoming state qualifiers that it was 
devastating to lose. That loss just 
makes me more motivated to improve 
my skills and become a better tennis 
player overall. My goal this year is to 
qualify for state and I know that with 
enough hard work, I can achieve that 
goal. I’ve also had the pleasure to 
work with my new coach Mr. Walker. 
He is a fantastic coach and was a 
great replacement for my former 
coach Chad Reeves (who was also 
a great coach). Overall these four 
years playing tennis have made the 
most special memories and have been 
so much fun. Tennis is my passion 
and I’m so proud that I can represent 
our awesome team as captain. My 
teammates this year are so much fun 
and they always come out and cheer 
for me, I really have fallen in love 
with my new team and I know they 
will continue to do amazing things. 
These four years have been filled 
with hard work but so much fun and 
I wouldn’t trade those experiences 
for anything in the world. 

I’ve been 
on the Varsity Girls 
Tennis Team for four 
years now and time 
has just flown by so 

quickly. I will never forget winning 
the first match of my freshman season 
against Central Catholic. That win 
lit a fire of competition in me that 
to this day continues to burn strong. 
Every match that I play is a fight to 
the last point and my competitive 
spirit is what makes my matches so 
much fun. I would spent countless 
hours on the tennis courts practicing 
everyday till the sun would set. I also 
began to take some private lessons at 
a tennis club during the winter but I 
improved the most during the summer 
when I would spend almost every 
day practicing. By my sophomore 
year I was playing first singles 
and then I switched to doubles my 
junior year. My partner and I had an 
amazing season last year, we were 
almost unbeatable. Unfortunately we 

ADINA TALPOS
guest writer

BRYSON DIZON
guest writer

and have a future beyond just 
playing under the l ights.  I 
would never have realized any 
of these things had i t  not been 
for my coaches.  They’ve taught 
me everything that I  know today 
and have been there for me every 
step of the way. And I can not 
thank my coaches enough for 
everything that they’ve done for 
me. Football  has taught me that 
I  have to earn everything and 
that nothing is ever going to be 
just  handed to me. It  has taught 
me what i t  truly means to be a 
scot on and off the field.  More 
importantly football  has given 
me the tools to be successful in 
l ife no matter what path that I 
choose to walk.

“Football has taught me that 
I  have to earn everything and 
that nothing is ever going to 
be just handed to me.”

Hard work pays off,
plus love of the game

       From the 
very beginning 
football  has 
always been more 
than just  a sport . 

I t  was a way out.  I t  was a place 
for me to escape and for a few 
moments not have to care about 
anything but what was going on 
on the field.  I t  gave me a place 
where I  stood out and was more 
than just  the just  the average 
player.  I t  became more than just 
fun when I realized that football 
could be my gateway to success. 
If  I  worked hard on and off the 
field I  could get a scholarship 
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Farwell to an amazing 
cheerleading sisterhood

Final hurdle cleared, 
now to the finish line

    Cheerleading 
is a sport that 
requires hard work 
and dedication. 

The varsity cheerleaders at David 
Douglas High School have put in 
countless time and effort to make 
their way to state, which was held 
at the Memorial Coliseum. Being 
a part of the varsity cheer team 
for the past 3 years has been a 
great experience, especially since 
we got 2nd in state and 7th at 
Nationals this year!   
 Over the years I have met and 

got to know the many different 
girls that have joined and left 
the team. When I graduate, I 
will always miss and remember 
all the great memories with my 
teammates and my coaches Mikyla 
Buder and Amber Cowgill and my 
former, and wonderful, JV coach 
Rose Meng. 
 David Douglas cheer is more 
than an activity or a sport; It’s a 
family and a group of people who 
are there for you no matter what 
happens. I don’t ever regret joining 
the program and I encourage 
everyone who wants try and join 
one of the amazing cheer teams to 
do it. In the end, you won’t regret 
doing it either. GO SCOTS!

    The David Douglas 
Boy’s Track and 
Field team consists 
of runners, throwers, 
sprinters, hurdlers and 

jumpers, but we’re more than just a 
team of athletes, we are a family that 
is made up of some pretty remarkable 
people who put their best efforts 
in week after week.  Of course, we 
couldn’t be the athletes we are today 
without our amazing coaches to drive 
us to do our very best and sometimes 
even more.  
 My fellow athletes are some of the 
most impressive people I’ve ever met.  
Over the years we’ve learned to train, 
compete and cheer together, whether 
we win or lose.  These teammates are 
individuals that I will never forget nor 

will I forget the memories I’ve made 
with each and every one of them, 
which I’m sure many will agree with.  
What each of us has accomplished 
over our track and field career was 
not accomplished by luck or by 
chance.  It was all attained by the 
weeks and sometimes months of 
training we’ve endured, the failures 
that made us continue to try and 
try again, the positive attitudes, the 
intense dedication, and the mentality 
to never ever give up.  
 Even if we do not pull a win 
against our opponents, they will at 
least know that we were there and 
gave them a run for their money.  For 
many members of the Boy’s Track 
and Field team you will still have 
many attempts to attain your goals, 
but for us seniors we’ve left it on the 
track for you to carry on the Scot’s 
Pride!! 

AALIEYAH 
MATTHEWS
guest writer

CALVIN HAMANN
guest writer



.
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“High school 
sports can be such 
a valuable part of 
your education, 
and like your edu-
cation, the more 
work you put in 
the more options 
will be available to 
you.”

-Boys’ Basketball
coach 
Chad Reeves

“Your enthusiasm 
can move the 
world!”

-Softball coach
Staci Heath

“In the immortal 
words of Mr. Feeny, 
‘Believe in your-
selves. Dream. Try. 
Do Good.’”

-Girls’ 
Basketball coach
Mike Costello

“It’s not about 
being the best; it’s 
about being 
better than you 
were yesterday.”

-Amber Cowgill
Cheerleading 
coach

  As a 4-year 
member of the David 
Douglas track and 
field program I can 
honestly say that 

track has become my favorite sport. 
  Throughout the years I have 
sustained many injuries that have 
caused me to jump around and change 
my events all the time, but every time 
I started a new event another eager 
and supportive coach greeted me and 
was ready to see what I could do.
 The coaching staff here at DDHS 
has had such a huge impact on my 
life because they aren’t just coaches. 
Over the years your coaches become 
more like mentors, friends, buddies, 
and role models. When you finish a 
race, jump a bar, or throw a discus 
for a new personal record and you 
look over and see your coach smiling 

it is such an amazing feeling to know 
you have made them proud. With all the 
different events I have gone through 
over the years one event has always 
been my main reason for competing, 
that event is Pole-vault.
 My coach, Joe Gobel, has always 
pushed me to do great things and has 
encouraged me to keep going and push 
myself. Without him I would not be 
where I am today. Coach Gobel has 
always been there for me through all 
of my injuries. He has truly been had 
a huge impact on my success and has 
made these 4 years so much fun. The 
coaching staff at David Douglas is an 
amazing group of caring people who 
have turned hundreds of students, over 
the years, into outstanding athletes. The 
athletes out on the track work so hard 
everyday to see the success in their 
performances at the meets.  The track 
team here at David Douglas has become 
more like a family to me over these past 
4 years. I am going to miss all of them 

so much after the season is over. It 
has been an honor to compete with 
these amazing athletes throughout 
the years. 
 If the athletes remember 
anything from their years of track 
and field I hope they remember the 
famous speech given at almost every 
meeting throughout the seasons by 
our amazing head coach Cameron 
Cross. He always says that track is 
a team sport with individual events 
because at the end of the meet is 
doesn’t say your name and the score, 
it says David Douglas and the score. 
It takes everyone’s individual effort 
to help our team come out on top.  
 I want to thank all of the coaches 
and all of my fellow athletes who 
have been apart of the track and 
field program throughout all of my 
high school season. I will hold these 
amazing memories for all of my life. 
Thank you to all and good luck on all 
the successful seasons to come.

Track team had dash of pride
CINDY RESUE

guest writer

“He’s too small” 
“Why is their two 
Freshman on Varsity? We 
should only have one” If 
you were told this as a 

freshman would you quit or keep going?  
 David Douglas Soccer taught me a 
lot about life and has been a big impact 
on me. The coaches never gave up on me 
and always let me know that I had real 
potential if I worked hard. I came into 
high school having expectations, and not 
meeting those expectations taught me a 
lot. I learned that criticism is worth more 
than compliments if you look at criticism 
as a reason to work harder. I remember 
going through games where i’d play every 
minute yet touch the ball zero times. I’d 
say my Freshman and Sophomore year 
were hard years, but during those hard 
years I found my true passion for soccer 
and learned to work for what I wanted, 
because nothing is given and nothing 
comes easy. Junior year I was a two time 
returning varsity player and became a 
role player being part of a tremendous 
team that worked hard and ended league 

in Second place. We took on Southridge 
in the first round of the playoffs and won 
Douglas first playoff game since 1996.

This year we were determined to 
show everyone that it wasn’t just a one 
year fling but that David Douglas soccer 
program was a consistent top team. We 
had 8 returning players and had big goals 
of doing better than the year before. We 
started off the season at 4-0 and had a real 
good preseason, but with lots of young 
talent and inexperienced one lost can bring 
down a teams rhythm.  We ended second 
in league with a 4-3-3 record, and got cut 
off short in the first round of the play-offs. 
Although we didn’t meet all our goals we 
still had a real successful year, making the 
playoffs for the second consecutive year.

I was glad to be selected captain 
my senior year and soccer memories are 
probably my biggest and most memorable 
memories I have had in high school. It’s 
sad to know that it has all come to an end, 
because I never thought this day would 
come. If I had the chance to do it all over 
again i’d take that chance in a heart beat. 
I’m proud to end being a scotsmen and 
I wish the best for all the young players 
remaining and hope to see them succeed in 
years ahead. 

DANIEL GUTIERREZ
guest writer

Gutierrez kicks it 
to the competition

“To all my groovy 
senior tennis play-
ers: ‘Remember ten-
nis starts at love.’”

-Girls’ Tennis coach
Bret Walker

“Being a champion 
does not come with 
an on/off switch. It 
is a way of life.”

-Boys’ golf coach
Tyler Satterthwaite

“I’m 
proud to 
end being a 
Scotsmen 
and I wish 
the best 
for all the 
young 
players 
remaining 
and hope 
to see them 
succeed 
in years 
ahead.” 

Take a 
knee. Coach 
wants to say 
something.
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JOSH DYK
guest writer 

David Douglas 
Basketball has been 
a key part of my life 
for as long as I can 
remember.  Ever 

since being a kid I have looked 
up to the guys that played on the 
varsity squad. I dreamed of playing 
on the David Douglas team and that 
dream finally came true. This year I 
had the privilege of playing with 11 
other guys on the varsity team. I will 
always remember the experiences 
that I had during this season. Though 
we came up short of our goal of 
making it to the Rose Garden, as a 
whole we ended having an awesome 
season. Hunter the Gunner Davis 
received All League honorable 
mention , Dwight Daddy Doodle 
Dew received 3rd team All League, 
Lamaria Bang Bang Taylor earned 
2nd team All League and Charles 

the Main Man Jones smashed his 
way to earning 1st Team All League 
.  One of the major highlights for 
our team was traveling to Orlando 
and playing in a tournament down 
there.  We ended up going 1-2 in our 
division playing against some of 
the best teams in the nation. While 
in Orlando we were able to stay at 
Disney World which is definitely 
a once in a lifetime experience.  It 
was especially fun to be coached by 
great coaches like Coach Reeves, 
Coach Calhoun, Coach Cavanagh 
and of course  Coach Kurt. I want 
to personally thank these men for 
helping me to become who I am 
today. I can’t say enough on how 
much they have impacted me and all 
who have played for them.  Being 
involved in this program not only 
made me a better basketball player, 
but also helped make me a better 
man. It helped me learn discipline 
and the importance of working as a 
team.

So you think you can dance?
EMILY VUONG

guest writer 

   I’m not a dancer who 
danced since she was a 
little girl. Nor did I ever 
think about being one 
until I took Hip Hop 

in school with Mrs. Skipper. In her class 
two years ago I grew to love dancing and 
tried to go to the Tams Dance tryouts that 
were held in late May, but with much 
disappointment I could not go because 
my parents rejected my plans. Although it 
wasn’t until I took Dance Jazz and Ballet 
with Mrs. Velasquez that I convinced my 
parents to let me join the dance team with 
some bragging about my new fl exibility. 
I felt really proud of myself for learning 
techniques, getting fl exible, and absorbing 
new bits of choreography. Deep down I 
fully knew that it might seem silly that 

a junior is trying out and this would be 
her only year of being on the team. Still, 
I tried out and was ecstatic to fi nd out that 
I passed. Throughout the year of being a 
part of Tams I made friends, improved my 
technique, and became a stronger, more 
experienced dancer. The team was there 
to support me when I had my low points 
in life and when things were great we got 
excited as a team. Being the only senior on 
the dance team sure put me in a spotlight 
whenever we got separated by grade with, 
“Aww, Emily’s the only senior.” Even so, 
I love learning new choreography with 
the team, going out to eat, and spending 
time together at competitions. I sure didn’t 
like the never-ending cleaning of our 
performance, because I would be exhausted 
but practice makes perfect! Also, the dance 
team helped me with improving my time 
management with balancing dance practice, 
two college classes, an AP class, and other 

school work. I proved to my parents that I 
could do well in school and on the dance 
team to the point where I received a Mt. 
Hood All Conference medal for having 
a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher and 
having little to no absences from the 
dance team as a senior. So of course, 
when it got to the end of the dance season 
I became a crybaby. I even cried right 
before our State Championships Day 1 
performance which caused messed up 
makeup and false eyelashes peeling off. 
During the State Dance Championships, 
I thought of the hard work I did over 
the year and how I was graduating in 
June. I couldn’t tryout for the next year 
so how was I going to continue dancing 
afterwards. In the end, we screamed with 
joy knowing we got seventh place from 
all the hard work put in. I love TAMS 
even if I had to endure sweat, tears, and 
hardships. I’d do it all again if I could.

“I felt really 
proud of myself 
for learning 
techniques, 
getting fl exible, 
and absorbing 
new bits of 
choreography.”

Dyk’s hoop dreams
went way back



Theatre: a soulful thing
REBECCA DAIGLE

guest writer
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      I am what you might 
call a theatre junkie; I 
am utterly addicted to 
the art of performance, 
and use it for my own 

personal gratifi cation. There’s something 
about the spotlight that makes me feel 
like I am invincible; I can do anything 
and be anyone. Of course, there is more 
to theatre than the fi nal performance. 
For me, theatre has been a therapy more 
than anything else.
 When I’m acting, I get to stop being 
me and completely submerge myself in 
whatever character I am portraying. I 
can forget about all of my problems, and 
focus on the person I am creating. Not 

only that, but I can express my feelings 
in an acceptable way. Whatever feelings 
my character is experiencing – whether 
it be anger, sadness, or happiness – it’s 
okay for me explore those feelings, and 
learn to deal with them. The rehearsal 
process is a remarkable experience that 
allows me to discover who I am as a 
person.
 But when I step on stage, I become 
magic; a piece of art. As I stand on 
stage, my soul exposed, I know that 
I have found my place in this world. 
An extraordinary mixture of joy and 
adrenaline stir in my heart, and spread 
to fi ll the hollow parts of my being. I 
am everything that ever has been and 
nothing at the same time. The stage 
lights become my halo, and I feel 
celestial. 

Art—growing 
strong

LINA TRAN
guest writer

   Since moving to the David Doug-
las School District in 6th grade, 
I don’t remember a year where I 
haven’t been in an art class. Going 

into high school, I was astonished at how many dif-
ferent art classes were available for students. Start-
ing from my freshman year, I’ve taken Calligraphy, 
General Art I, General Art II, Studio Art, and Ce-
ramics. Each class has taught me so many different 
techniques and I’ve also learned so much from my 
artistic classmates. That’s one of my favorite things 
about art class. Not only do I learn from my teacher 
but also from the students. Everyone there is will-
ing to help you grow as an artist. It’s most help-
ful when overcoming the inevitable challenges that 
come with creating art. Every artist goes through 
that period of time where making a piece we’re sat-
isfied with is a struggle. That could last a day or a 
week or even months but I always knew that I could 
turn to all the artists around me for encouragement 
and inspiration. Art has been an outlet for me my 
entire life and I’m grateful for the art program I’ve 
been able to be a part of.

“...When I step 
on the stage, I 
become magic; 
a piece of art.”
-Rebecca Daigle

By Aivy Nguyen
“Peep Hole” By Alex Ceniceros

“Seasons Greetings” directed by Judy Lecoq
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Wind Ensemble—a breeze of motivation
ATHENA ROSS

guest writer

ISABEL SKAU
guest writer

Jazz Band provided 
memories, team, and 
a 6:50 a.m. start

The first bell 
doesn’t ring until 8 
o’clock, but seniors 
graduating from 
our big-band jazz 

program started class at 6:50 every 
morning, Wednesdays included, for 
years on end. Why did we subject 
ourselves to this sleep-depriving 
schedule?
For one, the music was 
unforgettable. In my four years, I 
had the opportunity to play tunes 
ranging from 1940s jazz standards 
like those of Duke Ellington to 
hard-driving, contempory-sounding 
charts from the early 2000s by 
Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band. 
With our countless hours of hard 
work preparing this music, I am sure 
few things have felt as rewarding as 
standing under stage lights after a 
contest performance, sweat dripping 

and hearts pounding, knowing we 
gave it our all.
Then there’s that “we” aspect of jazz 
band. It’s difficult not to feel a sense 
of community among people who 
share both a common interest and 
the extra-early-morning struggle. 
As a team, we played together just 
as much as we *played* together. 
Looking back, we’ll always 
remember the long bus rides, post-
performance meals, food runs and 
band room silliness with smiles. In 
addition to music, my memories of 
jazz are filled with great people and 
a lot of laughter. 
The last and most important reason 
for our commitment is undoubtedly 
our fearless leaders. Mrs. May, Mr. 
Fulks, Mr. Muller, and Mrs. Muller, 
with their tireless devotion to the 
program, made zero-period jazz a 
treasure. To those four: you have 
helped us become better people, and 
we can’t thank you enough for the 
memories.

   Being a part of the Wind Ensemble 
for all four years of high school 
has given me many experiences 
that have helped shape me into 
the person I am today. Starting my 

freshman year was a little intimidating, being mixed 
in with all the upperclassmen, but I quickly made 
friends, and learned that many talented role models 
surrounded me. As time progressed, I struggled with 
staying motivated to stay on top of schoolwork. The 
one thing that ended up motivating me was the Wind 
Ensemble. I ensured that I kept good grades, because 
I didn’t want to let the ensemble down as the first 
chair flute and piccolo player. Another important 
part of this ensemble is the amazing directors.  Mrs. 

Muller spends countless hours in and outside of school 
working to make sure that she can help us in the best 
possible way. While 
Mr. Muller might 
not be in front of us 
conducting, he still 
helps out by giving 
us constructive 
feedback on all 
the things we 
can improve on. 
With all the extra 
rehearsals, and all 
the traveling we do 
together, I became 
close to many 
people. Spending the amount of time that I do with all 
the people, we become a sort of extended family. We 

all know what happens in each other’s lives, and 
as many of us know, there aren’t any secrets in the 

band room. I 
will always 
look back at 
the happy and 
fond memories 
I have in the 
music program, 
and more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 
in the Wind 
Ensemble. I 
can definitely 
say that being 
surrounded by 

such hard working and motivated people has shaped 
me to be the person I am today.  

“Spending the amount of 
time that I do with all the 
people, we become a sort 
of extended family.”
    -Athena Ross



“I want to pursue knowledge and impact 
humanity in a positive way.”

Dennis Russu

Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon

Portland State University
Portland, Oregon

Stanford University
Palo Alto, California

“This school has a lot of opportunity for my 
future. It provides the classes I need for my 

career of choice.”
                Micayla Ross

Portland Community College
Portland, OR

U.S. Marine Corps

“I want to be in the Marines to get training to 
be tough, brave, and to serve my country.”

Minh Trinh

“I wanted the full college experience and OSU 
has a good engineering school.”
                  Chase Wusz
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“It has a great business school and many 
great connections.”

Nick Verbelchuck

Clackamas 
Community College
Oregon City, Oregon

Mt. Hood 
Community College
Gresham, Oregon   

“It’s close to home, and it provides an op-
portunity to explore different majors.””           

Jackeline Melendez Guiterrez

Reed College
Portland, Oregon

“Reed is close to home, has great fi nancial aid, 
and there’s close connections with faculty.”

Kevin Wong

University of Portland 
Portland, Oregon

“I chose to go to U of P because it’s a small, 
diverse school that values close relationships 
between students and strives for the success 

of each independent student.”
Melissa Kaltak

University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon

“Being a mama’s girl made it hard to go any-
where other than Oregon. The University of 

Oregon is beautiful and diverse and I am more 
than happy with my choice.”

Kathryn Hulscher

University of 
Massachusetts
Boston, Massachusetts
“The east cost has a very different atmosphere 

to it and [Mass] is the center for educaction.”
Mariam Ngoye

University of Montana
Missoula, Montana

“I visited the school and fell in love with the 
community. I was accepted into the honors 

college, and I’m excited to dorm with my best 
friend, Ellen Vanslyke!”           

Megan Miller

Wat Pah Nanachat
Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand

“I read Desire is the Cause of Suffering and 
everything clicked. This is the fi rst noble 

truth of Buddhism, and I could see it in every-
one and everything.”

Nicholas Bongofski

Firefighting school
“I always have been concerned for others, and 

as a fi refi ghter I can use that trait to motivate 
myself to save lives on a daily basis.”

Phillip L’Esperance

Travel 
Hawaii (the Big Island)

“I need the good weather.”
Sam Chow

Clark College 
Vancouver, Washington
“I chose Clark College because it is willing to 

pay for my education, and it was convinient 
for my family and me.”

Octovio  Hermosillo

“It has an excellent nursing/business 
program that will help me achieve my goals.”
             Anna Hubenya



Travel
Hugo Alvarez 

Mexico
Rolue Chen 

Canada
Sam Chow 

Hawaii
Corra Hunter 

New York
Shealynn Koch 

Arizona
William Lansing 

New York
Farhan Mohamed 

Africa
Muhamed Polovina 
 Turkey
Larkyn Nash 

Tennessee
Kathy Tan

China
Jennifer Wright 

Massachusetts
Jorge Zurita 

Europe

Undecided
Melissa Anderson
Lyudmyla Baydam
Rai Buddui
Timothy James Butt
Tom Chen
Audrey Frison
Jacob Guynes
Nehemiah Xavier Hall
Bo Lay
Wyatt Meurs
Hamed Neshar
Edith Rendon
Toe Tu Rieh
Julia Tantsiura
Carina Tyevs
Hao Vo
James Walker
Ivy Wong
Kevin Yi

Work
Alexis Andrews

Albertina Kerr
Sam Antonovich

Paramount Stone Inc.
Carissa Graham 

Little Caesars
Allison Grover

Wet Seal
Allison Grover

Wet Seal
Keif Loschy
 Percition Cast Parts
Damian Oaks

Pennsylvania Const.
Mykola Koualchuk

Nortrh Atlantic Trans.
Benjamin Melnikov

Unsure
Britney Thompson

Family Business
Breana Villacruzes

Learning Tree Daycare

World
China 
Beijng University
Haozheng Chen

England
University of Oxford
Dani Jones

Thailand 
Buddhist Temple
Nicholas Bonagofski

Arizona 
Grand Canyon University
Aalieyah Mathews

California 
Cal State Santa Rosa
Andre Reasno

San Diego State
Megale Oberman

Stanford University
Isabel Skau
Dennis Russu

University of California, 
Berkley
Vincent Chen

University of Technical 
Institutes
Tyler Faulk
Peter Koznyuk

Florida 
Barry University
Sirgio Palmore 

Georgia 
Clark Atlanta University
Anthonisha Harns
Smartine Ostin

Savannah College of Art 
and Design
Vic Hang

Idaho
Brigham Young University
Jeffrey Neubarth

Massachusetts 
Harvard 
Tierra Johansen

University of 
Massachusetts
Mariam Ngoye

Montana 
University of Montana
Megan Miller
Ellen VanSlyke

Carroll College
Lisa Huynh

Ohio
Xavier University
Ashanti Stanton

Oregon 
Art Institute of Portland
Christian Barajas

Central Oregon 
Community College
Alexandar Anton

Clackamas Community 
College
Jaymor Castaneda
Joel Cortes
Ceci Dobbeck
Christian DuJordan
Kaitlyn Dale Henley
Will Gass

Mark Korneychuk 
Salvador Leonardo
Ryley Martin
Haylee Maul
Alexander Arthur Martin
Kendell McCrary
Jackeline Melendez Gutierrez
Kerilynn Morgan
Thanh Nguyen
Ngozichukwu Nwerem
Okechukwu Nwerem
Angel Ortega-Brainerd
Justin Tyler Parker
Caitlin Patrick
Bryant Pham
Brandon Phimmasone
Mckenzie Pitts
Viviana Ramirez
Brenda Rodriguez Cortes
Destinee Romero
Cindy Rong
Liliya Rudnitskaya
Hope Ryan
Yovani Santos Lopez
Dajshia Scott
Janet Shek
Boh Sone
Jake Strauss
Rajesh Subba
Taylor Snyder
Svettan Vecherkina
Shiya Tan
Adina Talpos
Sadie Thomas
Cesar Torres
Anh Tran
Roma Tsymbalyuk
Chaltu Wadesso
Eddie Wollrabe
Katelyn Widener
Timothy Xiong
Samantha Young
DaWood Zaine
Sundius Zainel

Oregon State University
Tanya Amaya Orellana
Bridget Calderon
Xiaotong Chen
Thao Co
Dawn Dahl
Pavel Dikov
Cooper Hutchins
Limin Ma
Jonathan Merkley
Nhu Ngo
Nhat Hao Nguyen
Rosemary Nguyen 
Deric Ntirandekara
Amanda Pengshung
Vienna Rynerson
Shellie Tan
Lina Tran
Jazzmin Unemoto
Daniil Vavilin
Chase Wusz
Salena Yip

Pacifi c University
Ogla Kuzmich

Portland Community 
College
Yahya Ahmed
Machaela Bennett
Chelsea Birchem
Glorie Biuja
Dariuss Bolds
Yuliya Burlakn
Nicholas Clobanascu
Valeria Corona
Kevin Dam
Veranda De LaTorre
Mauricio Delgado Andrade
Theresa Dinh
David Doctor
Pauline Domingo
Brandon Flores
Erik Fouch
Yelena Kalashnik

Yordanos Gedarn
Anna Hubenya
Ian Hufnagel
Jordan Keeney
Asif Naseni
Diana Navarro
Michelle Nguyen
Dennis Peres
Ashley Poe
Zachary Reifenroih
Drew Roberts
Brisia Rodriguez
Mabel Samuel
Tanner Thomas
Diana Tifekchian
Justin Tomiak
LaCray William
Jerome Williams

Concordia University
Melissa Alvarez-Gracia
Saneda Gross

Concorde Career College
Yuliya Frunza
Inessa Vakulchik

George Fox University
Jesus Garcia
Kimberly Morales
Kiana Neisig

International Air and 
Hospitality Academy
Anastasiya Yakymchuk

Lewis and Clark
Sunny Hue Truong

Linfi eld College
Thien Huang
Raymond Miller

Mt. Hood Community College
Sabrina Abdulle
Ubah Abdulle
ZamZam Abdulle
Andrew Ahnert
Ahmed Ali
Anthony Allen
Alondra Arroyo
Moses Ayzin
Ruslan Babin
Olga Baronetchi
Ganga Bhattarai
Nick Beach
Tyler Bergan
Peter Bui
Linda Cardona Le
Nic Cavin
Alex Ceniceros
Billy Cha
Jian Zhi Chen
Me Cho
Sita Choun
Vy Chung
Kasandra Cunningham
Kaela Davison
Ricard Marquez Delgado
Madison Eagar
Julia James
Tyler Jene Field
Kohl Fredette
Angelina Feyster
Antony Garay
Judith Garfi as
Filipp Gurgurov
Shelby Hansmann
Calvin Joseph Hamann
HeFau Hassan
Cage Hardin
Hunter Holmes
Cooper Huff
Noah Imperial
Rose Jones
Yelena Khristyuk
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University of Portland
Cesar Cornejo
Melissa Kaltak

University of Oregon
Regine Asa
Breanna Bell
Kylan Carlson
Nhan Danh
Albert Gitnes
Kathryn Hulscher
Isara Ketmanee
Amanda Litzenberg
Jennifer Kim
Hanston Nguyen
Kaitlinh Phonasa
Katherine Phonasa
Rachel Tarbet
Andrew Van
Samantha Westmoreland

University of Portland
Melisa Kaltak
Jessica Nguyen
June Zhen

Warner Pacifi c College
Kathryn Jacobson
Diana Leyva
Ekaterina Volkov
Tuyen Whitaker

Western Oregon University
Madison Adrian
Bryson Dizon
Sherwine Guillaume
Bella Guynes
Taylor May Nelson
Sophia Solorzano Thomas
Temitope Timothy
Tazia Patton-Ward
Jessie Zhen

Willamette University
Olivia Wilkinson

Washington 
Clack College
Octavio Hermosillo
Noah Kirk
Zach Schneider
Murat Turanav

Washington State 
University
Sabrina Manzo

Police Academy
Christopher Dixon

Firefi ghting School
Philip L’Esperance

Military
United States Marine Corps
Austin French Moses
Alex Tran
Minh Trinh

United States Navy
Tyler Jones
Alex Smith

United States Army
Daniil Pavlenko
Cynthia ReSue
Dylan Tait

Trade School
Christopher Holsti

Chris Lemus
Luis Mendoza
Amina Mohamed
Araseli Montes
Dani Nelson
Haitrieu Nguyen
Huy Nguyen
Angus Orazio
Jessica Ovchinnikov
Yana Paliakova
Yovana Pelayo
Eric Perepechkin
Anhthy Pham
Nhi Thi Phan 
Losang Phurbu
Alyssa Robinson
Athena Ross
Micayla Ross
Timmy Saechao
David Salazar
Tyrese Spencer
Rodrigo Strenseth II
Libby Thilaran
Jake Timney
Alicia Valenzuela
Gerardo Villanueua
Emily Vuong
Eric Chi White Duong II
Joseph Wojtas
Mollisa Yorland

Portland State University
Suelkha Abdi
Yohanes Alemayonu
Irazema Ambrocio
William Avila
Travis Brandow
Henry Bui
Geronimo Carrillo Sandoval
Michelle Chan
Gina Chang
Vi Chau
Rebecca Daigle
Alan Dang
William Dawson
Fbralbin Kassim
Sherman Floyd
Le Q Giao
Jazzmen Griffi n
Alix Jones
Kevin Lai
Tri Le
Kenny Lei
Melissa Lei
Helen Li
Chun Liu
Jose Lopez Delgado
Cynthia Luna
Ana Macavei
Dennis Mesanovic
Sable Van Metter
Flor Guitron Narvarro
Brian Nguyen
Jennifer Nguyen
Vanessa Peacock
Darcy Perez
Kelly Riverman
Naomy Rotari
Gloria Ruiz
Nick Showalter
Bin Su
Jing Min Tan
Brittney Tran
Calvin Trinh
Anh Truong
Andrea Valiente
Wendy Van
Patsia Vang
Nick Verbelchuk
Tyzheona Wainright
Nancy Yan
Sergio Olmos Zaragoza

Reed College
Kevin Wong

Southern Oregon 
Unversity
Sarah Spencer

NOTE: Destinations may have changed since this survey was conducted and senioritus might have prevented some seniors’ from participating.

Yelena KalashnikYelena Khristyuk

DESTINATIONS
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“ I can ‘t stop Andy 
from growing up - 

but I wouldn’t miss 
it for the world. ” 
 — Woody, Toy Story 2
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