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Scots beat Centennial, remain 4-0 in MHC

Wrestlers place sixth in Reser’s tourney

One-Hundred-Thirty-Two pound sophomore Tristin Molinari placed sixth 
in the 132 pound bracket                                                        
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Senior Raymond Miller swam the backstroke against the Eagles. Douglas re-
mains undefeated in the MHC with a 4-0 win streak.                 
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Raiders soar 
over Eagles, 
57-19
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Commemorative David 
Douglas Pool T-Shirts

$10.00
Red t-shirts with black 

and grey print.
Available for sale in the 

pool building.

R e y n o l d s  k n o c k e d 
out Hood River, 57-19. 

Hood River  s tar ted 
off the game by putting 
in  the  f i r s t  two shots , 
later Reynolds recovered 
with a 29-point run that 
put them in the lead.

R e y n o l d s  c e n t e r 
Jayden Blaylock put in 
seven baskets during the 
burst ,  giving Reynolds 
a 20-point lead through 
the second quarter.

M i l w a u k i e  b e a t 
Barlow, 52-36.

Milwaukie lead with 
a  7  point  lead through 
the 4th quarter, and fin-
i s h e d  o f f  w i t h  a  l e a d 
over Milwaukie.

       The Scots beat Centennial at a home swim meet on 
Jan.. 16, keeping their 4-0 win streak.

      The boys scored 92 against Centennial’s 78. The boys 
are undefeated with a Mt. Hood standing of 4-0. Senior 
Raymond Miller took two first places for the 200 and 
400 meter Freestyle with 2:06.44 and 4:34.16. Senior 
Tyler Jones took third in the 400 meter Freestyle with 
5:46.63. Senior Lucky Le also took two first places 
for the 50 meter Freestyle and the 100 meter Butterfly 
with 24.75 and 1:01.90. Senior Phillip L’Esperance 
placed third in the 100 meter Butterfly with 1:08.80. 
Senior Jonathan Merkley placed first in the 100 meter 
Freestyle with 56.34. Senior Sam Redwine-Hixson 
took second with 58.58. In the 200 meter IM, Merkeley 
placed second with 2:25.49 and freshman Raymond 
Pham took third with 2:29.79. Pham and L’Esperance 
took second and third respectively in the 100 meter 
Breaststroke with 1:11.67 and 1:22.19.

 The team of Redwine-Hixson, Pham, Le, and Merkley placed in the 

200 meter Medley Relay with 1:56.65. In the 200 meter Freestyle Relay, 

the team of Miller, Pham, sophomore Izaya Owotor, and senior Noah 

Kirk took second place with 1:51.92 while the team of L’Esperance, 

junior Brian Huynh, freshman Jessee Martinez, and freshman Casey 

Hutchinson took second. 

MILLER

L’ESPERANCE

The David Douglas Scots 
could not take down the Central 
Catholic Rams, ending the game 
62-47, at home on Jan. 24th

Douglas got the tip off, but the 
Rams scored first. Douglas would 
not score until Central had six 
points. After a three-pointer from 
Douglas, Two-pointers went back 
and forth during the first period 
until 6-foot forward/post Audrey 
Frison got the lead heading into the 
second period, 15-14. Frison scored 
21 points in the entire game.

The Rams scored two 2-point-
ers before the Scots could score. Af-
ter a jump shot from Frison, Doug-
las came back to tie it up 19-19. 
Central Catholic was penalized four 
times in the period leading them to 
six extra points. After a three point 
shot from the Central Catholic, the 
Rams took a narrow lead heading 
to the second half, 29-31.

The Rams came out of the half 
strong, racking up seven points 
before 5-foot-7 guard Zaraiah 

Torregano could 
m a k e  a  t w o -
pointer. Torrega-
no also made in 
impressive three 
pointer  making 
the score 32-38. 
Frison made in 
impressive jump 
shot to make the  
score 34-38. Af-
ter a jump shot 
from 6-foot-2 for-
ward/post Gen-
nah Schoen n, 
Catholic scored 
nine points in the 
third period, and 

six in the fourth before Douglas 
could score again. 

After a scoring drive from 
the Rams, the Scots took on eight 
points, five of them penalties shots 
from Frison and Torregano. Catho-
lic took five points in penalties as 
well. There where seven total penal-
ties in the period and there were 16 
total fouls in the game. Douglasís 
5-foot-5 guard Caitlin Nguyen 
made the final shot. 

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
staff reporter

TORREGANO

FRISON

 The Scots placed sixth again 
this year out of 24 teams at the 
two-day Reser ’s Tournament 
of Champions with 110.5 team 
points and four wrestlers plac-
ing in the top six. 
 Number one seed 220 pound 
sophomore Osawaru Odighi-
zuwa won by a minor decision 
over Roseburg in his f inals 
match where he placed first. 
 Senior 145-pounder Ricky 
Molinari and 182 pound senior 
Thomas Ayala placed second in 
their weight brackets. Molinari 
lost by a six point minor deci-
sion and Ayala suffered a 10 
point major decision loss in the 
finals. 
       Sophomore Tristin Moli-
nari also placed sixth in the 132 

pound bracket. 
Unfortunately 
he was pinned 
i n  t he  t h i rd 
round of his 
final match. 

 The Scots also 
competed in 
t h e  O r e g o n 
Classic in Red-
mond the pre-
vious weekend 
w h e r e  t h e y 
h a d  i m p r e s -
sive wins over 
Clackamas 59-
7, Crater 42-
36, and Thur-
s t o n  4 1 - 3 3 . 

However, they fell three team 
points short to McMinnville and 
lost to West Linn in the quarter-
finals.

ODIGHIZUWA

MOLINARI

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

Sophomore Tabitha Wright surprises sophomore Shanti Gonzalez with a new bike, given to him as a Christmas gift.  Wright surprised Gonzalez when he 
was working after school in the north gym. “He looked so happy even before I gave him his gift,” said Wright.                   Photo by Elli Simotas

News 3NEWS
MAY 26, 2006

Highlander

ALEXIS BLASIER
features editor

Senior horses around

Raglioni’s talent clear, in focus

JANUARY 30, 2014

Students win 
MHC acting 
awards

Book Room manager Renee Raglioni is looking to find a picture of an eagle 

to make an eagle pendant out of her fathers gold ring.       

ABBY MOSS
staff reporter

Senior Dustin Keller occasionally takes his horse Sedona for a trot. Five months ago Keller rescued Sedona, who, 

at the time, was underweight and unrideable.       

KILEY PORTER
staff reporter

BELLE SMITH
staff reporter

 The library has received seven new anonymously donated Kindles. 

 The online charity DonorsChoose.org is a website in which 

K-12 public school teachers nation wide are able to post a 

“classroom project” cost free. By posting projects, donors on the 

website can donate money to projects most interesting to them.

 Librarian Lisa Just posted a project on DonorsChoose.

org and an anonymous donor saw the project and decided to 

donate the Kindles.  The Kindles were donated 

directly to the school library rather than going through 

the website. The Kindles arrived just before winter break.

 The Kindles came leather folios and power adapters, 

they are for any students to use. There are two of the 

Kindle keyboard model and five of the Kindle touch model.

  “I plan on downloading all the novels that are taught in the 

English classes onto the Kindles,” said Just. “I am still working out 

the details, but once a student turns in a signed Kindle Acceptable 

Use form to the library, the student will be able to check-out a 

Kindle just as if the student 

was checking out a book.”

 
Though the Kindles are not 

ready to be used, there are 

high hopes for these new 

additions to the library. 

 
“I love my own personal 

Kindle, and I hope these will be 

widely used by students once 

they’re ready to go,” said Just.

 Another hope 

for the Kindles 

is to help students who struggle with reading.

  “The Kindles may be of great use to students with a reading 

disability, or students whose native language is not English, because 

there is a ‘Text to Speech’ feature available on the Kindles,” said Just.

 Senior Dustin Keller has 

turned a corner in his life 

by picking up barrel racing, 

winning five fourth place 

ribbons in competitions so far. 

 Barrel racing is a rodeo 

event in which a horse and  one 

rider attempt to complete a 

cloverleaf pattern around preset 

barrels, posting the fastest 

time. Barrel racing was started 

in 1948 by a group of Texas 

women who wanted to introduce 

a rodeo event for women. 

 Barrel racing events 

tend to have approximately 

60 participants. Keller 

participated recently at an 

event on Jan. 25 and 26 where 

he placed SOMETHING. 

 The Barrel Racing winner 

is the rider with the fastest 

time. Because time determines 

place,  knocking over a 

barrel puts an additional five 

seconds on the racer’s time.

 “When I am racing, I 

feel like I am the only person 

competing,” said Keller. “It’s 

like me, my horse, and no one 

else.  Not knocking over a barrel 

is also constantly on my mind.” 

 Keller has been racing for 

a year and a half, but his 20-

year-old Arabian horse Sedona 

is new to competition. Keller 

has only had her six months. 

He had to get her back up to 

weight and ready to ride before 

she could be entered in any 

competitions. Before Sedona, 

Keller had another Arabian 

named King who’s 17. He raced 

King for a year,  who now has 

retired from Barrel Racing and 

has begun show competitions.  

“I think Arabians are 

the easiest horses to train 

and the easiest horses to 

make pretty,” said Keller. 

Keller began racing when his 

good friend Kaitlyn introduced 

him to the sport. He immediately 

fell in love with racing. 

“I would recommend 

Barrel Racing because it’s 

a blast and you get the 

chance to meet a lot of really 

awesome people,” said Keller.

Seven Kindles donated to library

 Bookroom manager Renee 

Raglioni has been snapping 

photographs, primarily of 

wildlife, for about 13 years, 

and her talent is apparent. 

 Raglioni started her 

photography around the time 

she met her husband Larry.

 “I started when I bought my first 

digital camera,” said Raglioni. “I just 

started taking pictures and I thought, 

‘Wow, I really like doing this.’” 

 One of her favorite photographs 

is of an eagle lifting its head out of 

a river. The photo, like many of 

her shots, can be seen in the copy 

room. It was taken in Washington 

from the back window of her house. 

This picture is her favorite because 

of how difficult it was to capture. 

 She had bought her father a gold 

ring and when he passed away the 

ring was returned to her. Wanting to 

do something special in his memory, 

she is working to take a photo of 

an eagle. After she has a photo she 

approves of, she will melt down her 

father’s gold ring then create an eagle 

pendant so she can remember him.

 Raglioni has taken photos in Las 

Vegas, Colorado, Washington state, 

Idaho, and Yellowstone National Park. 

 She does not take many 

photographs in the winter because of 

poor lighting, which does not stop her 
from snapping 
multiple photos 
in the summer. 
 H e r 
f a v o r i t e 
e x p e r i e n c e 
was when she 
traveled to 
Yellowstone 
and captured 
a photo of a 
grizzly bear. 
She had been 
trying to find 
a grizzly 

for awhile, and when she 

finally accomplished her goal 

it was added to her memories.

 “Yellowstone is what heaven 

looks like,” said Raglioni. “My 

husband likes it just as much as I do. 

It is where we will spread each others 

ashes. We are thinking of moving closer 

to Yellowstone, to Cody, Wyoming.”

“I love my own 

personal Kindle, 

and I hope these 

will be widely  used 

by students...”

 Student actors recently 

performed at the Mt. Hood 

Conference Acting competition 

on Saturday Jan. 11 at Centennial 

High School.
 David Douglas was one of 

five school competing, and had 

62 entries by itself, including 

37 solo entries and 25 duo 

entries. Juniors Jazmine Villa 

and Connor Riggs are League 

Champions after receiving 

perfect scores in all three of 

their performances in the duet 

category. All Theatre III and IV 

students were required to go, 

but other theatre students and 

aspiring thespians also went. 

Actors performed each of their 

scenes three times in front of 

three different judges with a 

different audience. This allowed 

for three unique performances. 

Actors were scored on a grading 

rubric, with written feedback. 

They were also rated compared 

to the other scenes viewed in the 

room.
 “The focus and pressure to 

perform is one of the best acting 

instructional tools to teach acting 

within which to excel,” said 

theatre teacher Michael Givler. 

“I’m really proud of this group 

of students, and without a doubt 

I can say they worked really hard 

to prepare. Even though they 

might have been discouraged by 

some negative feedback, I think 

they were overall impressed 

with themselves. [Jazmine and 

Connor] created a unique comic 

interpretation with so many 

jokes off the interaction of two 

people. They really understood 

the possibility of the scene and 

interpreted the jokes expertly.”

I just 
started 
taking 
pictures 
and I 
thought, 
‘Wow, I 
really like 
doing 
this.’”

Many models not anorexic, just skinny
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Advanced classes worth having

WHAT
THINK?

Brain-dead patients alter healthcare

Courtesy Snapple.com

Advanced classes are necessary Advanced classes are necessary Aas a personalized schooling ex
Aas a personalized schooling ex
A

-perience for those who need or want a more challenging course than what is offered with regular classes. In a regular class, all of the information is learned, but in an advanced class the material is often taken to another level. This can help the student become more engaged and interested in what is being taught, and can open their mind to new things. Delv-ing further into the material can help it seem more relevant to the students’ lives, help make connec-tions, and further un-derstand the world around them. Hav-ing both regular and advanced classes is important so students can decide for themselves if they want an extra chal-lenge or not.  Advanced classes often also have more homework, which can help the student understand the material better with more examples to look at. These classes can be more self-directed, where the student must actively ask questions, look for help 

Medical miracles are possible and there is 
nothing wrong with having hope for a 

family member.
Jahi McMath is a thirteen-year-old girl who was pronounced brain-dead Dec. 12, three days after a supposedly simple procedure went terribly wrong. The teen went into Children’s Hospital & Research Center Oakland for a tonsillectomy, which has resulted in a huge debate that will affect the future of medical practice altogether. I can’t imagine losing a family member in such a sudden, tragic way. For this reason, I fully understand why the family is willing to cling to 

any chance that their daughter may come back. 
On the other side of things, being declared 

brain-dead means that the patient has absolutely 
no brain activity whatsoever. It means that 
you’re brain is gone, you aren’t just in a coma - 

to put in a feeding tube or move McMath’s body 
to a different care facility. I find this debacle to 
have good points on both sides. On one hand, her 
parents have lost a daughter and are willing to do 
whatever it takes to stay hopeful. On the other, 
the hospital has a point when they say that they 
will not perform any procedures on a deceased 
patient. 

I believe that the results of this debate will 
alter the future of healthcare and what types of 
care is possible for patients.In this specific case, I have to agree with 

the parents in wanting to protect their daughter 
and preserve any chance of a miracle. If they are 
willing to pay the costs of her care, then they 
should be allowed to keep her on life support. As 
for the hospital refusing to perform the procedure 
of putting in a feeding tube, I understand their 
stance and refusal, but the family is clearly 
determined and it is a fairly simple and 
inexpensive procedure. Why deny the family 
such a simple kindness? The fact that McMath 
is a minor also adds to her parent’s case. As her 

“...It 
wouldn’t do anyone harm to do the proce-dure...”

BELLA
GUYNES

“My main 
point is to not judge 
others 
by their 
appear-
ance...”

RIKKA
GUSTEY

I have heard way too many teenagers complain about their weight and how the media is responsible for their insecurities, and I strongly disagree with this statement.N e g a t i v e comments like, “Victoria’s Se-cret models are anorexic and are the cause of young teenagers with eating dis-orders” are false statements. There is a clear dif-ference between deathly skinny 

and fit. Those models work their butts off to have the body they have. If they were starv-ing themselves, they probably would not be on the cover of a magazine. 
This might come out rude, but if you have a weight prob-lem, instead of starving your-self, go to the gym. Don’t have a gym pass? Go for a run outside, do some pushups, a few jump-ing jacks, or complete a couple sit-ups. Working out will get you your dream body, not starv-ing yourself. But working out is not the only thing that models have to do to maintain their at-tractive image. Eating healthy is just as important. 

How can you call an attractive person anorexic when they eat healthy and workout? And like I have said before, starving and throwing up will not make you look like them. It is going to give you a disease, make you miserable, and give you an unattractive appearance. However, if you workout, you’ll have different and much better results. My main point is to not judge others by their appearance, especially models who work so hard to maintain their fit appearance, and to not assume that they are anorexic because they appear skinny. Like me, there is a pos-sibility that some models were born with a lean body structure. 

Highlander

ELLI SIMOTAS
staff reporter

See REARDON Page 12

 Former DDHS Woods teacher and current 
house representative Jeff Reardon is introducing  
legislation to ban four pesticide ingredients linked 
to killing an estimated 55,000 bees in the Wilson-
ville area.     
 Reardon is attempting to restrict dinotefuran, 
imidacloprid, clothianidin, and thiamethoxam. 
These ingredients are part of  family of pesticides 
called neonicotinoids which are considered the 
most effective ingredients in pesticides for bugs 
in the area. Gardeners use neonicotinoids because, 
when used, they can last up to a year and protect 

plants from the inside-out.
 These ingredients are used in Bayer, Ortho, 
and Safari pesticides. Safari’s consumers lead to the 
death of the bees last June after consumers misused 
the products.     
 Reardon also wants the state to create an online 
class and test that home gardeners would take to 
obtain a pesticide license. Oregon pesticide licenses 
are used for commercial uses. Home gardeners are 
not required to have a license to use pesticides. 
 Neonicotinoid use has been debated in other 
places around the world. Washington residents 
attempted to restrict neonicotinoids last year but 
failed to succeed. The European Union created a 
two-year ban on imidacloprid, clothianidin, and 

thiamethoxam. These pesticides are restricted to 
professionals. Two companies that sell pesticides 
within the European Union fi led suit against the ban 
last year, but no jurisdiction has been reached yet.  
 “Data suggests that neonicotinic residues can 
accumulate in pollen and nectar of treated plants and 
may represent a potential exposure to pollinators,” 
states the EPA’s website on the use of neonicotinoids. 
“Adverse effects data as well as beekill incidents have 
also been reported.”
 Saving America’s Pollinators Act, or HR 2692 
is legislation to moderate the use of Neonicotinoids. 
HR 2692 has been referred to the Horticulture, 
Research, Biotechnology and Foreign Agriculture 
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 Sophomore Tabitha Wright 
gave classmate Shanti Gonza-
lez a gift he did not see coming. 
 Wright, also a junior varsi-
ty cheerleader, and Gonzalez, 
a boys’ basketball team man-
ager, were in their sixth period 
class when Wright asked Gon-
zalez what presents he wanted 
for the holidays this year. Gon-
zalez explained that his family 
was struggling to afford gifts 
during the Christmas season. 

 “When I asked him what he 
wanted for Christmas, he im-
mediately told me he wanted a 
BMX bike,” said Wright. “I knew 
I couldn’t get him a BMX bike, 
but I could get him the closest 
thing to it. I felt really bad that 
he believed he wasn’t going to 
be able to get a gift this year.” 
 Wright knew that Gonzalez 
deserved the bike he wanted. 
During class, she asked David 
Douglas dance teacher Lynette 
Velasquez if she could leave the 
class and speak to basketball 
coach Tyler Satterthwaite, who 

knows Gonzalez well since he 
manages the freshmen boys’ 
basketball team after school. 
 “I asked Mr. Satt to call 
Shanti’s mom to make sure buy-
ing Shanti the bike would be okay 
with her,” said Wright. “When we 
called her, she said it was fi ne. She 
seemed very grateful and excited.” 
 Wright was more than willing 
to use the money she has made 
working at a diner for the past 
few months to buy Shanti a gift. 
Her parents stopped by the school 
to pick up their daughter’s Visa 
card, and went to purchase what 

• DDHS sophomore
• Performed a random 
act of kindness in his 
ILR class, helping a 
worker at the Cascade 
Athletic Club move 
heavy equipment
• Commended by club 
staff and recognized 
for actions

would be one of the most memo-
rable gifts they have ever given, 
and one of the most memorable 
gifts Gonzalez has ever received. 
 After school that same day, 
Gonzalez was cleaning fl oors in the 
north gym when Wright  rolled in 
Gonzalez’s new $300 bike, along 
with a new bike lock and helmet.  
 “He looked so happy even 
before I gave him his gift,” said 
Wright. “That’s what made me 
want to do this for him. I told him I 
knew things were hard for him and 
that I really wanted to make his 
Christmas even a little bit better.” 
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Find out why 
The Highlander
keeps its resolutions—
or doesn’t make any at 
all.

The Police Cadet
Program continues 
to encourage youth 
volunteerism.

The Oregonian is 
out to prove that
city planners still neglect
East Portland.

Advanced classes unnecessary

COUNTERCOUNTER-POINT-POINT-POINT

“This helps students 
gain re-
sponsibil-
ity...”

ABBY
MOSS

perience for those who need or want a more challenging course than what is offered with regular classes. In a regular class, all of the information is learned, but in an advanced class the material is often taken to another level. This can help the student become more engaged and interested in what is being taught, and can open their mind to new things. Delving further into the material can help it seem more relevant to the students’ lives, help make connections, and further understand the world around them. Having both regular and advanced classes is important so students can decide for themselves if they want an extra challenge or not.  Advanced classes often also have more homework, which can help the student understand the material better with more examples to look at. These classes can be more self-directed, where the student must actively ask questions, look for help with peers or the teacher, or look at other resources given to complete assignments. This helps students gain responsibility and to learn to ef-
gain responsibility and to learn to ef-
gain responsibility and to learn to effectively problem solve. 

Many models not anorexic, just skinny

WHATWHATWHATWHATWHATWHAT
THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?THINK?

do youdo youdo youdo youdo youdo youdo you

-FreshmanAlan Murillo

Is it ethical to leave a brain dead patient on a ventilator? 

How can you call an attrac-tive person anorexic when they eat healthy and workout? And like I have said before, starving and throwing up will not make you look like them. It is going to give you a disease, make you miserable, and give you an unat-tractive appearance. However, if you workout, you’ll have differ-
My main point is to not judge others by their appearance, especially models who work so hard to maintain their fit appear-ance, and to not assume that they are anorexic because they appear 
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Students win 
MHC acting 
awards
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Senior Dustin Keller occasionally takes his horse Sedona for a trot. Five months ago Keller rescued Sedona, who, 

at the time, was underweight and unrideable. 

Student actors recently 

performed at the Mt. Hood 

Conference Acting competition 

on Saturday Jan. 11 at Centennial 
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Scots beat Centennial, remain 4-0 in MHC

Wrestlers place sixth in Reser’s tourney

One-Hundred-Thirty-Two pound sophomore Tristin Molinari placed sixth 
in the 132 pound bracket

The team of Redwine-Hixson, Pham, Le, and Merkley placed in the 

200 meter Medley Relay with 1:56.65. In the 200 meter Freestyle Relay, 
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Senior horses around

Raglioni’s talent clear, in focus

competing,” said Keller. “It’s 

like me, my horse, and no one 

else.  Not knocking over a barrel 

is also constantly on my mind.” 

Keller has been racing for 

a year and a half, but his 20-

year-old Arabian horse Sedona 

is new to competition. Keller 

has only had her six months. 

He had to get her back up to 

weight and ready to ride before 

she could be entered in any 

competitions. Before Sedona, 

Keller had another Arabian 

named King who’s 17. He raced 

King for a year,  who now has 

retired from Barrel Racing and 

has begun show competitions.  

“I think Arabians are 

the easiest horses to train 

and the easiest horses to 

make pretty,” said Keller. 

Keller began racing when his 

good friend Kaitlyn introduced 

him to the sport. He immediately 

fell in love with racing. 

“I would recommend 

Barrel Racing because it’s 

a blast and you get the 

chance to meet a lot of really 

awesome people,” said Keller.

Boys’ basketball 
going strong, 
including a dominating 
win over Glencoe.

city planners still neglect
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Life Skills class keepin’ it clean

Cheetah Conservation Fund Club sells gems

College Possible
scores up 21%

KENNEDY BERTELSON
staff reporter

 College Possible students at 
DDHS have increased their scores an 
average of 21.35 percent between the 
first practice test and the second. 

 Two separate College Possible 
groups are led by coaches Paige Hill 
and Aaron Davis to increase Ameri-
can College Test, or ACT, scores. 
They give them four practice tests 
and two real tests. The practice tests 
are previously used ACTs, providing 
the students the same difficulty level 
for each test. Hill’s group of 39 stu-
dents went up 16 percent while Davis 
group of 16 students went up seven 
percent. The students surpassed the 
goal for the first two tests of a seven 
percent increase and the goal for the 
year overall of a 15 percent increase.

 “We work really hard but I think 
it’s just about how special David 
Douglas is,” said Hill. “They have 
great motivation with the teachers 
and are used to being asked a lot.” 

 This is College Possible’s first 
year at David Douglas and first year 
working in Portland. It recruits soph-
omores in the middle of the year and 
start working with them heavily in 
their junior and senior years. 

 The ACT is an achievement test 
required by some colleges. It includes 
215 multiple-choice questions that 
students are given two hours and 55 
minutes to complete. Registration for 
the ACT is $36.50 for the test without 
the optional writing test, and $52.50 
for the test with the optional writing 
portion.

 The ACT, unlike the SAT, is not 
required by all colleges. The SAT 
only covers three topics while the 
ACT covers five, including English, 
mathematics, reading, science, and an 
optional writing test. When taking the 
ACT, a student will not be penalized 
for wrong answers, as opposed to 
the SAT where students are  marked 
down for incorrect answers. 

 The Cheetah Conservation Fund Club pounced at the chance 
of earning money through fundraising before winter break. 
 For two weeks, all members of the club took turns to 
advertise and sell student-made jewelry with club advisor 
Stacey Barber every day during both lunches in the north 
cafeteria. The items sold during the fundraiser included 
buttons, necklaces, bracelets, and pendants. Money was also 
donated from students without purchasing an item. The overall 
fundraiser was successful, with the club making about 200 
dollars in profit.  
 “We all decided to donate the money to the Cheetah 
Conservation Fund to adopt a cheetah”, said Barber. 
 The members of the club decide to donate all profits to the 
Cheetah Conservation Fund (website found at cheetah.org) to 
allow them to adopt a mother and her three cubs. The club isn’t 
planning to do any other fundraisers at this time.
 The Cheetah Conservation Fund Club currently has about 
12 members, but is still growing. The club is willing to accept 

any students interested in joining at any time. The club began 
last year with only a few members, and this year, there’s over 
triple the members, and more people continue to join. In the club, 
students look into the human interactions with the environment 

and see what people 
can do to improve their 
environment. However, the 
members of the club are 
currently planning go take 
a trip to the Oregon Zoo in 
the spring.

  If any student is willing 
to donate money for the club, 
they can visit Barber in room 
S2. 

  “The group is planning 
to analyze and study behavior and sound observations with the 
cheetahs at the zoo,” said Barber. “We’re going to collect data 
for Laurie Marker, the founder of Cheetah Conservation Fund. 
She also lives in Oregon and started her interest at the Wildlife 
Safari.”

School starts Go Club, receives grant
 The school’s Go club meets after school 
on Tuesdays in room 172, encouraging students 
to use their minds more efficiently.
 “Back in seventh grade, I watched 
‘Hikaru no Go’ and was inspired to start a 
middle school Go club,” said club founder 
Andrew Nguy. “However, it died within a few 
months due to a lack of a teacher. I decided to 
try it again in high school because of a post on 
Facebook by Peter Freedman regarding Go in 
schools.”
 Go, which was invented in China over 
2,500 years ago, is a strategic board game that 
uses black and white stones on a grid.
 “Two players vie to control more of the 
board,” said Go instructor Peter Freedman. 
“A very simple rule leads to virtually infinite 
possibilities. For comparison, the estimated 
number of possible chess games is something 
like 10 to the 24th; the number of possible Go 
games, something like 361 factorial.”
 The club members play Go and are taught 
the game upon joining by club advisor Bill 
Corry, who had volunteered. The club received 

a grant including a full set of the ‘Hikaru no Go’ 
manga series to the school’s library along with 
three sets of Go equipment from the American 
Go Foundation, which has almost 100 Go clubs 
throughout the U.S. The foundation also provides 

free starter kits to new 
school programs, as 
they did for David 
Douglas.
  The club held a 
fundraiser during 
dead week, selling 
chocolate chip granola 
bars for 50 cents 
each. The fundraiser 

brought in over $60, which the club plans to spend 
on equipment.
 With currently over 20 members, there are 
plans for and local tournaments against other 
schools. Prizes are planned to include Hikaru no 
Go paraphernalia, go equipment, and other go 
books. Freedman is currently organizing a metro 
area tournament for unranked to 14 kyu players on 
March 16 with cash prizes. 
 “I have high hopes for the club,” said Nguy. 
“Depending on how things go, I might try to 
continue the club in the summer.”

“A very 
simple rule 
leads to 
virtually 
infinite poss-
ibilities...”

“The group 
is planning to 
analyze and study 
behavior and sound 
obervations with 
the cheetahs at the 
zoo...”

Club president Andrew Nguy (right) and vice president Bao Phung (left) play Go, a simple, yet complex,  
board game of capturing and surrounding, in the first Go club meeting.      Photo by Angela Nguyen

Bath products prepared and packaged 
by the Life Skills class are currently on 
sale to the district staff.

The bar of soap includes  goat’s milk 
base, essential oils, and exfoliants that, 
the class reassures, are gentle on the 
skin. They come in a variety of scents, 
including vanilla latte, oatmeal honey 
almond, strawberry lemon, lavender 
lemon, strawberry vanilla, and lemon 
poppy seed. Handmade bath bombs are 
also being made and come in three scents, 
strawberry, citrus, and lavender. It takes 
approximately 30 minutes to melt, color, 
and scent the soaps. They harden in the 
refrigerator overnight and are packaged 
by students the following day. The 
soap bases, fragrances, and colors were 
purchased from an online retailer. 

“I started this project as a way to get 
my students more involved in a ‘work 
activity’ and to practice job skills,” said 
Life Skills teacher Mary Smith. “Our 
focus is less on making money and more 
on developing skills for work and on 
practicing following directions.” 

Soaps will be sold at a reasonable 
price and will be mailed to the recipients 
using the district’s Pony mail service. 

“I feel like it is really important 
for my students to see the connection 

between working and earning 
money,” said Smith. “If our students 
were able to earn the money to 
participate in these activities through 

a class business, that would be more 
meaningful for them. I would like this 
to be a long term business for our class 
but will have to see how it works out.” 

The Life Skills Class is making handmade bath products that consist of bath bombs that come 
in three scents and soap bars that come in six. The objective of this project is for the students 
to see the connection between working and earning money.               Photo by Kennedy Bertelson
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Senior horses around

Raglioni’s talent clear, in focus
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Students win 
MHC acting 
awards

Bookroom manager Renee Raglioni is looking to find a picture of an eagle 
to make an eagle pendant out of her fathers gold ring.       Photo by Belle Smith

ABBY MOSS
staff reporter

Senior Dustin Keller occasionally takes his horse Sedona for a trot. Keller rescued Sedona, who at the time was under-
weight and unrideable. Both Keller and Sedona took second in Barrel Racing last weekend.              Photo courtesy Dustin Keller

KILEY PORTER
staff reporter

BELLE SMITH
staff reporter

 The library has received seven new anonymously donated Kindles. 
 The online charity DonorsChoose.org is a website in which 
K-12 public school teachers nation wide are able to post a 
“classroom project” cost free. By posting projects, donors on the 
website can donate money to projects most interesting to them.
 Librarian Lisa Just posted a project on DonorsChoose.
org and an anonymous donor saw the project and decided to 
donate the Kindles.  The Kindles were donated 
directly to the school library rather than going through 
the website. The Kindles arrived just before winter break.
 The Kindles came leather folios and power adapters, 
they are for any students to use. There are two of the 
Kindle keyboard model and five of the Kindle touch model.
  “I plan on downloading all the novels that are taught in the 
English classes onto the Kindles,” said Just. “I am still working out 

the details, but once a student turns in a signed Kindle Acceptable 
Use form to the library, the student will be able to check-out a 

Kindle just as if the student 
was checking out a book.”

 Though the Kindles are not 
ready to be used, there are 
high hopes for these new 
additions to the library. 

 “I love my own personal 
Kindle, and I hope these will be 
widely used by students once 
they’re ready to go,” said Just.
 Another hope 
for the Kindles 

is to help students who struggle with reading.
  “The Kindles may be of great use to students with a reading 
disability, or students whose native language is not English, because 
there is a ‘Text to Speech’ feature available on the Kindles,” said Just.

 Senior Dustin Keller 
has turned a corner in his 
life by picking up barrel 
racing, winning a second 
place and five fourth place 
ribbons in competitions so far. 
 Barrel Racing is a rodeo 
event in which a horse and  one 
rider attempt to complete a 
cloverleaf pattern around preset 
barrels, posting the fastest 
time. Barrel Racing was started 
in 1948 by a group of Texas 
women who wanted to introduce 
a rodeo event for women. 
 Barrel Racing tends to have 
approximately 60 participants. 
Keller participated last weekend 
at the Clackamas County 
Fairgrounds on Jan. 25 and 
26 where he placed second. 
 The Barrel Racing winner 
is the rider with the fastest 
time. Because time determines 
place,  knocking over a 
barrel puts an additional five 
seconds on the racer’s time.
 “When I am racing, I 

feel like I am the only person 
competing,” said Keller. “It’s 
like me, my horse, and no one 
else.  Not knocking over a barrel 
is also constantly on my mind.” 
 Keller has been racing for a 
year and a half, but his 20-year-
old Arabian horse Sedona is new 
to competition. Keller has only 
had her six months. He had to 
get her back up to weight and 
ready to ride before she could 
be entered in any competitions. 
Before Sedona, Keller raced 
another Arabian named King 
who’s now 17. He raced King 
for a year,  who now has retired 
from Barrel Racing and has 
begun show competitions.  

“Arabians are the easiest  
horses to train and the easiest 
horses to make pretty,” said Keller. 

Keller began racing when his 
good friend Kaitlyn introduced 
him to the sport. He immediately 
fell in love with racing. 

“I would recommend 
Barrel Racing because it’s 
a blast and you get the 
chance to meet a lot of really 
awesome people,” said Keller.

Seven Kindles donated to library

 Bookroom manager Renee 
Raglioni has been snapping 
photographs, primarily of 
wildlife, for about 13 years, 
and her talent is apparent. 
 Raglioni started her 
photography around the time 
she met her husband Larry.
 “I started when I bought my first 
digital camera,” said Raglioni. “I just 
started taking pictures and I thought, 
‘Wow, I really like doing this.’” 
 One of her favorite photographs 
is of an eagle lifting its head out of 
a river. The photo, like many of 
her shots, can be seen in the copy 
room. It was taken in Washington 
from the back window of her house. 
This picture is her favorite because 
of how difficult it was to capture. 
 Raglioni wants to incorporate 
an eagle into something special. She 
bought her father a gold ring and when 
he passed away the ring was returned 
to her.  She is working to take a photo 
of an eagle. After she has a photo she 
approves of, she will melt down her 
father’s gold ring then create an eagle 

pendant so she can remember him.
 Raglioni has taken photos in Las 
Vegas, Colorado, Washington state, 
Idaho, and Yellowstone National Park. 
 She does not take many 
photographs in the winter because of 
poor lighting, which does not stop her 

from snapping 
m u l t i p l e  
photos in 
the summer. 
 H e r 
f a v o r i t e 
e x p e r i e n c e 
was when she 
traveled to 
Yellowstone 
and captured 
a photo of a 
grizzly bear. 
She had 
been trying 

to find a grizzly for awhile, and 
when she finally accomplished her 
goal it was added to her memories.
 “Yellowstone is what heaven 
looks like,” said Raglioni. “My 
husband likes it just as much as I do. 
It is where we will spread each others 
ashes. We are thinking of moving closer 
to Yellowstone, to Cody, Wyoming.”

“I love my own 
personal Kindle, 
and I hope these 
will be widely  used 
by students...”

 Student actors recently 
performed at the Mt. Hood 
Conference Acting competition 
on Saturday Jan. 11 at Centennial 
High School.
 David Douglas was one of 
five school competing, and had 
62 entries by itself, including 
37 solo entries and 25 duo 
entries. Juniors Jazmine Villa 
and Connor Riggs are League 
Champions after receiving 
perfect scores in all three of 
their performances in the duet 
category. All Theatre III and IV 
students were required to go, 
but other theatre students and 
aspiring thespians also went. 
Actors performed each of their 
scenes three times in front of 
three different judges with a 
different audience. This allowed 
for three unique performances. 
Actors were scored on a grading 
rubric, with written feedback. 
They were also rated compared 
to the other scenes viewed in the 
room.
 “The focus and pressure to 
perform is one of the best acting 
instructional tools to teach acting 
within which to excel,” said 
theatre teacher Michael Givler. 
“I’m really proud of this group 
of students, and without a doubt 
I can say they worked really hard 
to prepare. Even though they 
might have been discouraged by 
some negative feedback, I think 
they were overall impressed 
with themselves. [Jazmine and 
Connor] created a unique comic 
interpretation with so many 
jokes off the interaction of two 
people. They really understood 
the possibility of the scene and 
interpreted the jokes expertly.”

I just 
started 
taking 
pictures 
and I 
thought, 
‘Wow, I 
really like 
doing 
this.’”
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Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” and 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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1. Who was the top 
searched of 2013?
a. Beyoncé
b. Miley Cyrus
c.  Robin Thicke
d. Kim Kardashian

2. Who was the 
sexist man alive 
according to People 
magazine?
a. Adam Levin
b. Justin Timberlake
c. Robin Thicke
d. Robert Downy Jr.

3. What was the 
top liked Instagram 
picture of 2013?
a. Picture of baby 
North West
b. Picture of a Turkey
c. Lady GaGa
d.  Justin Bieber 
posing with Will 
Smith

4. What was the top 
video on youtube?
a. “What dose the 
Fox say?” by Ylvis
b. Vines
c. Miley Cyrus’ 
“Wrecking Ball”
d. “Gentleman” by 
Psy

5. What was the top 
selling album on 
iTunes?
a. 20/20 Experience 
by Justin Timberlake
b.  Demi by Demi 
Lovato
c. Beyoncé by Be-
yoncé
d.  Prism by Katy Perry

6. What was the 
most used hashtag 
on Instagram?
a. #love
b. #wecantstop
c. #foodporn
d. #rip

7. Who was the 
sexiest woman alive 
accoriding to People 
magazine?
a. Miley Cyrus
b. Katy Perry
c. Scarlet Johansson
d. Khloé Kardashian

8. What was the top 
searced thing on 
google?
a. Pual Walker
b. Grumpy cat
c. Nelson Mandela
d. Blue Ivy

9. What was the 
top selling song on 
iTunes?
a. “Blurred lines” by 
Robin Thicke feat. 
T.I. & Pharrelll
b. “We can’t stop” by 
Miley Cyrus
c. “22” by Taylor 
Swift
d. “That’s what 
makes you beautiful” 
by One Direction

10. What was the top 
grossing movie of 
2013?
a.  Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire
b. 2 Guns
c. Iron Man 3
d. We are the Millers

11. What was the top 
searched animal of 
2013?
a. A lion
b. A dog
c. An elephant
d. Grumpy cat

Money plays role in judicial system

“Note to self—resolve to next year resolve to get 
more sleep before any more resolving.”

 MY TURN

ELLEN
VANSLYKE

New Year new me—or same ol’ me?

Bluntly
Honest
Jazzmen Griffi n
Happy New Year!

“...I don’t care 
who they are 
or how much 

money they have 
people know that 

killing people is 
wrong...”

What Do 
You Know 

About
2014     

Rape no laughing 
matter, not asked

 What kind of world do 
we live in where people can 
get away with murder and just 
about any crime, just because 
of the amount of money one 
has?
 All too often we watch TV 
and hear stories about celebri-
ties getting away with driving 
drunk and assaulting people, 
things that normal people like 
myself would do time for. How-
ever, these celebrities are rich 
and act like they are above 
the law? The dollar amount in 
a person’s bank account does 
not decide which laws that ap-
ply to them. 
 Sixteen year-old Ethan 
Couch killed four people while 
drinking and driving on Dec. 
10, 2013 in Texas, and some 
how he dodged getting a 20 
year sentence. His punishment 
for taking four lives is only a 10 
year probation sentence.
 “There are absolutely 
no consequences for what 

occurred that day,” Said Eric 
Boyles, whose wife and daugh-
ter died in the incident to a CNN 
reporter. “The primary message 
has to absolutely be that money 
and privilege can’t by justice in 
this country, that it’s not okay to 
drink and drive and kill four peo-
ple, and severely injure another, 
and not have any consequenc-
es.” 
 A psychologist on the de-
fense claimed that Couch is 
suffering from “affl uenza” which 
is a condition where a person 
feels shielded from problems by 
money, having led a life of privi-
lege paid for by their parents. So, 
Couch is so rich he doesn’t know 
the difference between right and 
wrong. I don’t care who they are 
or how much money they have 
people know that killing people 
is wrong, but yet State District 
Judge Jean  ` agreed 
with the psychologist, and gave 
the boy probation and time in 
therapy. 

Bluntly
Honest
Happy New Year!

Dear Editor, 
 No one deserves to get raped. 
Lately I’ve seen and heard so 
many statements online and in real 
life such as “if a girl wears a skirt 
that’s too short she’s asking for 
it”- but that’s not true in the least 
bit. Men and women alike should 
be able to leave their homes and 
wear what they want without fear 
of being raped. I can’t fathom why 
people justify a victim’s rape based 
on what they were wearing, or 
what they looked like at the time. 
What you choose to wear is up to 
you- if I wanted to wear a short 
dress outside of my house I should 
be able to do so without fear. I 
hear a lot of advice from rela-
tives, friends, and teachers about 
how rapists look for long hair in 
women and how it’d be “wise” 
to cut it, rendering them unable to 
grab onto any hair while out jog-
ging, or to not wear loose clothing 
that’s easily grabbed, but it shocks 
me every time that, despite their 
good intentions, I have to change 
the way I look and change what I 
like to wear, so I won’t be at risk 
to get raped? No one should not 
have to live their lives differently 
so they won’t get raped- teenagers 
and adults shouldn’t be taught how 
to avoid rape, but instead taught 
not to rape. More importantly, it 
should be taught that rape is about 
power and control, and is not only 
a cruel and disgusting crime- but 
can also alter the victim’s life 
forever. 
Sophomore Anca Matica

Dear Editor,
 This district has a serious 
dilemma–technology. Money 
has been poured into brand new 
iPads, eTextbooks, and a bundle 
of educational web sites most 
students just can’t keep track of. I 

 With the New Year 
upon us, there are plen-
ty of resolutions being 
made, some sincere, 
some empty promises. 
But don’t forget, the 
calendar year is dif-
ferent from the school 
year—which is now 
half way over.
 Why wait for a 
calendar year to bet-
ter oneself? Why put 
that kind of pressure 
on yourself? Are these 
resolutions, that are 
being made, worth the 
risk of breaking? 
 Too many people 
make resolutions that 
are far too sweeping, 
too hard to reach: “This 
year I will become a 
better person.” If that’s 
you, change it to this: 
“This year I will turn 
my homework in on 
time.” 
 While we’re  on 
the topic of school res-
olutions, making sure 

you pass your classes 
and graduate on time is 
a resolution you should 
have made in Septem-
ber. Why wait for a 
new calendar year to 
make that happen? So, 
if you have, change 
your behavior now—
immediately. Obvi-
ously the resolutions 
people make aren’t that 
important if they have 
to wait for a whole year 
to set them in motion. 
Odds are that if you 
were a slacker in 2013, 
you’re going to be a 
slacker in 2014. So, our 
humble advice is to get 
it together now—today. 
Make that a new, New 
Year’s resolution if it 
wasn’t already. If your 
New Year’s resolution 
is to graduate on time, 
don’t wait. Remember, 
the school year is dif-
ferent than the calendar 
year. Hopefully it’s not 
already too late.

New technology 
hurting students

 Portland Public School 
s tuden ts  used  the  un -
fortunate contract situa-
tion as an opportunity to 
prove their love and sup-
port for their teachers and 
school. 
 At  the beginning of 
the month, students from 
the Portland Public School 
District crowded a school 
board meeting, completely 
overwhelming the board 
with their presence. The 
s t u d e n t s  r e s p e c t f u l l y 
spoke to the members of 
the school board pleading 
for the fair contract that 
they deserve. It’s exciting 
to see so many students 
finally backing their teach-
ers up where it matters. 
Since schools across the 
country began seeing un-
reasonably large cuts and 
losses nearly 6 years ago, 
teachers have had to rely 
mainly on each other and 
their unions to help them. 
It ’s about t ime students 
stepped up to the plate 
and jo ined them in  the 
fight. 
 These students’  ac-
tions as a group should 
inspire other students in 
other distr icts to play a 
role in the process. Our 

teachers work so incred-
ibly hard to be there for us 
as educators and mentors 
and suppor t ing them in 
their struggle for agree-
able wages and benefits is 
honestly the least we can 
do to return the favor. 
 With that said, some of 
the demans of the Portland 
Student Union’s demands 
are completely ridiculous. 
At the point, students and 
teachers are clearly fed up 
with the extremely large 
class sizes —and rightfully 
so. However, demanding 
that all class sizes be less 
than 20 is completely un-
reasonable. All around the 
country students are being 
packed in to c lassrooms 
with 30 and even more than 
40 of their peers. To not 
settle until their class sizes 
are down is one thing, but 
expecting class sizes to be 
that small is honestly just 
naive. They won’t settle on 
a contract until both sides 
can compromise. 
 Nevertheless, teachers 
and students are working 
together to acheive immea-
surably  impor tant  goals 
necessary for the success 
of both parties and that is 
something to admire. 

know from a distance this seems 
like a minor problem, simply a 
side effect of a seemingly harm-
less dawn of a new educational 
age. But look closer, the problem 
doesn’t become clear until you 
go to the students. Let’s say that 
you have a computer on which 
you can do your work, that’s 
great, no more lugging around 
heavy textbooks anymore. That’s 
fi ne, except for one minor detail–
it doesn’t travel. If you’re taking 
a trip and a class’ homework 
requires you to read from the 
eTextbook, the assignment can’t 
be done, and say you didn’t have 
a computer, which is not an un-
common problem. Not only are 

you unable to do your homework 
during a trip, but it also can’t be 
done at home. And even for some-
one who can magically have wire-
less internet and a laptop where 
ever they may be, these electronic 
books are still a problem. Many 
students have trouble navigating 
through all these sites–All things 
that waste precious homework 
time. Just about every student I 
know (including myself) fi ne the 
sites very time-consuming  
Maybe all these new electronics 
aren’t as benefi cial as we thought.

Sophomore, Korrie Brown 

“These students’ 
actions as a group 
should inspire other 
students in other 
districts to play a 
role in the process.”
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Advanced classes 
unnecessary

COUNTER-POINT

Advanced classes 
worth having

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“Yes. Everyone 
deserves to live 
their lives.”

-Sophomore
Ariana Valdez

“No. They’re 
already dead and 
are suffering.” 

-Freshman
Alan MurilloBrain-dead patients alter healthcare

Is it ethical to 
leave a brain 

dead patient on 
a ventilator? 

Respect—think before speaking
With a Cup 
of Tea

Kathryn Jacobson

“It is high time 
students give 
respect instead 
of expecting it for 
themselves.”

“No. If they 
can’t think then 
I don’t think 
they should be 
put through the 
hardship.”
-Sophomore
Jazzmyn 
Massey

“This helps 
students 
gain re-
sponsibil-
ity...”

ABBY
MOSS

“Students 
have 
enough 
stress as it 
is...”

HUNTER
DIZON

13 percent of the 

world’s tea comes from 

Kenya.

The fi rst typewriter was called the “literary piano.”

Dogs can make about 

10 sounds, cats make 

about 100.

Stepping out for a walk 
every day can help you 
sleep better at night.

The average turtle 

can’t reproduce un-

til it’s 25 years old.

Courtesy Snapple.com

Respect. That word is over-
used to many students’ 

ears but no one seems to actu-
ally carry out its meaning. 
 It is simple really. Treat oth-
ers how you want to be treated. 
That includes on text message 
and when the person that is be-
ing talked about is not around. 
Here is a little secret I will let 
readers in on: everyone wants 
respect yet they do not give re-
spect. 
 Absurd, isn’t it? It is a 
shame really. People need to 
understand that though they 
are disrespected by someone, it 
does not give them the right to 
be disrespectful back. It sounds 
like their a kindergartener who 
wants their way or they will cry 
all the way home to mommy. 
 Respect is not being polite 
to someone and then when they 
are gone, they are lit into and 
called names that sound unpro-
fessional. By the time a student 
is a teenager, they should know 
very well the difference between 
right and wrong. There are no 
excuses for the way people 
treat other people like garbage 

in a fly filled dumpster. People 
are better than that yet they still 
decide to stoop below the belt as 
if doing a wrong back will solve 
all their problems. Two wrongs 
will never make a right. We all 
know this.
 The phrase “treat others how 
you want to be treated” has been 
used in students’ lives since the 
dawn of preschool. How hard is 
it, really, to refrain from saying or 
texting those words that are like 
lashes that tear the skin away 
and create deep scars? It’s sim-
ply learning to think before one 
speaks and it is not that hard to 
master. 
 Next time those hands fly 
across the keyboard or those 
lips become unlocked, remem-
ber what it really means to give 
respect. It just might save people 
from a whole world of hurt and 
trouble. You may never know 
what hardships people are go-
ing through around you. Think 
before speaking and it might just 
change a life for the better. It is 
high time students give respect 
instead of expecting it for them-
selves. 

Students stress themselves out 
by choice, even when they 

can’t handle it, just to have a bet-
ter chance at a better job; that’s 
wrong. Advanced classes are seen 

as necessary to be 
successful in life. 
Why? Why must 
students push 
themselves further 
than others to just 
be put in the same 
job? Students are 
given this idea that 
they must be in 
the next advanced 
class to be suc-
cessful in life, but 
it’s not true; a high 

school diploma is a high school 
diploma. Students have enough 
stress as it is, with maintaining a 
social life and having fun, so why 
should they take advanced classes 
when they can’t handle them? It’s 
ridiculous. AP classes and dual 
credit classes are different: those 
are college credit, and the benefi t 
of taking those is clear. Advanced 
classes also give teachers leeway 
to grade subjectively based on their 
opinion of a student in their class, 
instead of how well they answered 
the question. School shouldn’t be 
the thing breaking a student’s self 
esteem - leave that for the rest of 
the world.

Advanced classes are necessary 
as a personalized schooling ex-

perience for those who need or want 
a more challenging course than what 
is offered with regular classes. In a 
regular class, all of the information 
is learned, but in an advanced class 
the material is often taken to another 

level. This can help 
the student become 
more engaged and 
interested in what 
is being taught, and 
can open their mind 
to new things. Delv-
ing further into the 
material can help it 
seem more relevant 
to the students’ lives, 
help make connec-
tions, and further un-
derstand the world 
around them. Hav-

ing both regular and advanced classes 
is important so students can decide for 
themselves if they want an extra chal-
lenge or not.  Advanced classes often 
also have more homework, which 
can help the student understand the 
material better with more examples 
to look at. These classes can be more 
self-directed, where the student must 
actively ask questions, look for help 
with peers or the teacher, or look at 
other resources given to complete 
assignments. This helps students 
gain responsibility and to learn to ef-
fectively problem solve. 

Medical miracles are possible and there is 
nothing wrong with having hope for a 

family member.
 Jahi McMath is a thirteen-year-old girl who 

was pronounced brain-dead 
Dec. 12, three days after a 
supposedly simple procedure 
went terribly wrong. The teen 
went into Children’s Hospital 
& Research Center Oakland 
for a tonsillectomy, which 
has resulted in a huge debate 
that will affect the future of 
medical practice altogether. I 
can’t imagine losing a family 
member in such a sudden, 
tragic way. For this reason, 
I fully understand why the 
family is willing to cling to 

any chance that their daughter may come back. 
 On the other side of things, being declared 
brain-dead means that the patient has absolutely 
no brain activity whatsoever. It means that 
you’re brain is gone, you aren’t just in a coma - 
it’s beyond that. Without a ventilator to provide 
McMath with Oxygen, her heart would stop. The 
Hospital is taking the stance that the girl is dead 
and there is no bringing her back. They refused 

to put in a feeding tube or move McMath’s body 
to a different care facility. I find this debacle to 
have good points on both sides. On one hand, her 
parents have lost a daughter and are willing to do 
whatever it takes to stay hopeful. On the other, 
the hospital has a point when they say that they 
will not perform any procedures on a deceased 
patient. 
 I believe that the results of this debate will 
alter the future of healthcare and what types of 
care is possible for patients.
 In this specific case, I have to agree with 
the parents in wanting to protect their daughter 
and preserve any chance of a miracle. If they are 
willing to pay the costs of her care, then they 
should be allowed to keep her on life support. As 
for the hospital refusing to perform the procedure 
of putting in a feeding tube, I understand their 
stance and refusal, but the family is clearly 
determined and it is a fairly simple and 
inexpensive procedure. Why deny the family 
such a simple kindness? The fact that McMath 
is a minor also adds to her parent’s case. As her 
legal guardian her mother has the right to make 
all medical choices. 
 I think that it wouldn’t harm anyone to do 
the procedure and send McMath to a home; it 
seems like the right thing to do. 

“...It 
wouldn’t 
do anyone 
harm to do 
the proce-
dure...”

BELLA
GUYNES

“My main 
point is to 
not judge 
others 
by their 
appear-
ance...”

RIKKA
GUSTEY

I have heard way too many 
teenagers complain about 

their weight and 
how the media is 
responsible for 
their insecurities, 
and I strongly 
disagree with 
this statement.
 N e g a t i v e 
comments like, 
“Victoria’s Se-
cret models are 
anorexic and 
are the cause of 
young teenagers 
with eating dis-
orders” are false 

statements. There is a clear dif-
ference between deathly skinny 

and fit. Those models work 
their butts off to have the body 
they have. If they were starv-
ing themselves, they probably 
would not be on the cover of a 
magazine. 
 This might come out rude, 
but if you have a weight prob-
lem, instead of starving your-
self, go to the gym. Don’t have a 
gym pass? Go for a run outside, 
do some pushups, a few jump-
ing jacks, or complete a couple 
sit-ups. Working out will get 
you your dream body, not starv-
ing yourself. But working out is 
not the only thing that models 
have to do to maintain their at-
tractive image. Eating healthy 
is just as important. 

 How can you call an attrac-
tive person anorexic when they 
eat healthy and workout? And 
like I have said before, starving 
and throwing up will not make 
you look like them. It is going 
to give you a disease, make you 
miserable, and give you an unat-
tractive appearance. However, if 
you workout, you’ll have differ-
ent and much better results. 
 My main point is to not 
judge others by their appearance, 
especially models who work so 
hard to maintain their fit appear-
ance, and to not assume that they 
are anorexic because they appear 
skinny. Like me, there is a pos-
sibility that some models were 
born with a lean body structure. 
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127th           
Avenue            
between    
Market and 
Mill

West         
Powellhurst 
Park

117th Street

Ron Russell 
Middle School

Alberto De La Torre 
Sophomore             

“[127th Avenue between 
Market and Mill] is a nasty 

area.”

Cassie Thompson 
Sophomore             

“[West Powellhurst Park] 
is always needing to be 
weeded and its not very 

well kept.”

Hailey Allen
Sophomore             

“[117th Street] is covered 
with pot holes. The street 
isn’t concrete and it’s just 

terrible.”

“Some of the streets are 
busted around [Ron 

Russell Middle School].”

Sebastian Precup
Sophomore
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Oregonian to take on
East Portland neglect

JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO
sports editor

 East Portland, that land between 82nd and 
Gresham, known by many residents as “The Num-
bers,” is home to approximately 16% of the city’s 
transit dependent population—and broken prom-
ises.
 Spearheaded by Oregonian reporter Anna 
Griffi n and Oregonian reporter, 1999 David Doug-
las graduate and former Highlander editor Brad 
Schmidt, Broken Promises will be a series focus-
ing on the neglect of East Portland by several City 
Councils and several Mayors. 
 Readers who link “Broken Promises” on Ore-
gonlive.com are currently able to view such images 
as maps featuring the East Portland population 
density versus grocery store density. They’ll fi nd 
that East Portland relies more on “mom and pop” 
convenience stores than the chain grocery stores 
the West side and Gresham enjoy. Readers are 
also able to read stories highlighting some of the 
hardships faced by East Portlanders. East Portland 
is home to approximately 20% of the cities popula-
tion living in poverty, yet it faces very little, if any, 
access to healthy food, bus transportation, and 
basic services like sidewalks and parks.
 In an effort to save forests and farms from 
urban sprawl, city planners started a plan over 
20 years ago that allowed over 14,000 homes, 
as well as sidewalks and parks.  Today these 
communities fi nd themselves in a forest of du-
plexes, apartment complexes, and miles of 
city blocks without sidewalks or parks. 
 Approximately 10.5 miles of East Port-
land streets are unpaved. Only three city 
maintained bike racks exist in 50 square 
miles of East Portland. Powell Blvd., which 
was designed as a road for farmers to trans-
port crops to market, was never updated to 
handle the traffi c and transportation con-
ditions it now faces. TriMet seems to be 
ignoring transit dependent East Portland-
ers in favor of “choice-riders” who already 
have access to cars, but choose to ride 
the bus. Frequent Service lines end at 
I-205, or continued on, but with much 
less frequency. Line 9’s frequency, Pow-
ell’s bus line, beyond I-205 is 30 minutes 
between buses. MAX trains were constructed to fol-
low freeways and commute routes. Rarely do they 

leave the freeway and enter into the East Port-
land communities that depend on them. With 
services available or scarce, and infrequent and 
inadequate public transportation, getting from 
Point A to Point B for East Portlanders is more 
challenging than anywhere else in the city.
 Grocery stores are scarce and in some 
neighborhoods unavailable. Over 40% of East 
Portlanders live more than a mile away from a 
grocery store; that includes the more than 80 
percent of David Douglas students who are 
on free or reduced lunch. 
 There is plan underway to address 
many of these issues. The East Portland 
Action Plan will call upon organizations like 
the Multnomah Youth Commission, Multno-
mah County’s and the City of Portland’s of-
fi cial youth policy body, OPAL, Organizing 
People Activating Leaders to focus on fi nding 
solutions. Mayor Charlie Hales’ fi rst year in of-
fi ce focus has been to pave East Portland, to 
construct sidewalks and crosswalks in many 
of the neighborhoods that surround David 
Douglas.

leave the freeway and enter into the East Port-
land communities that depend on them. With 
services available or scarce, and infrequent and 
inadequate public transportation, getting from 
Point A to Point B for East Portlanders is more 
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miles of East Portland. Powell Blvd., which 
was designed as a road for farmers to trans-
port crops to market, was never updated to 
handle the traffi c and transportation con-

between buses. MAX trains were constructed to fol-



8 OpinionsOPINIONS JANUARY 30, 2014 Highlander

Vandalism not acceptable art

Richard Sherman’s outburst inexcusable

The Highlander
Are students rude 
and unwilling to de-
velop relationships 
with teachers?

“Sherman 
knows that he’s 
in the public 
eye.”

“Hell no. Over time, the 
teacher/student rela-
tionship has defi nitely 
morphed, i will say that 
much. But its a mutual 
rudeness. I have found 
that the sarcastic nature 
of my relationships with 
my teachers has been 
more helpful in develop-
ing relationships with 
them as human beings.”

Jamie Anao’i
Vancouver, WA

 Disrespect 
towards teachers 
inexusable

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

Awful YouTube video degrades women, girls 

Casual offensive slang unnecassary

“It’s impor-
tant to keep 
in mind that 
school is 
stressful for 
everybody.”

KENNEDY 
BERTELSON

“It’s contra-
diction after 
contradic-
tion in this 
tediously long 
and misogy-
nistic video.”

SAGAL 
HADAFOW

“I honestly 
feel it should 
be obvi-
ous to not 
use such 
ruthless 
words...”

ANGELA 
NGUYEN

Over winter break, Vine star Nash Grier 
posted a video on YouTube with friends 

Cameron Dallas and JC 
Caylen regarding the 
topic of what they look 
for in girls. 

The  top ic  i sn ’t 
anything new; many 
of YouTubers, includ-
ing the aforementioned 
Caylen, have posted 
videos surrounding the 
topic but no one else 
has handled the issues at 
hand in such an unpro-
fessional manner. 

The nine minute 
video covered only per-

sonality and looks. Rather than making an 
original list of genuine attributes that they 
as individuals likes, they spewed a list of 
general attributes, appearances, and ideals 
that essentially degrade all the things they 
left out. They list brown, long, wavy, soft 
hair, nice smiles, freckles, dimples, and 
petiteness as the plausible appearances they 
validate as being okay to have. They go on 

to disregard girls with loud and “obnoxious” 
personalities, yet commend girls who are 
outgoing and spontaneous. They encourage 
girls to text fi rst, then go on to slut shame 
the primarily teenage girl audience.

Grier begins by saying that the chase 
is the biggest part of a relationship. “If 
you play too hard to get, then it’s just like, 
‘oh, she doesn’t even like me,’ but if you 
play easy, then it’s just like, oh, she’s a 
whore.”

Let’s look at this for what it is; he tells 
an entire audience of vulnerable teenage 
girls who already have self-esteem issues 
that if they act too interested in a guy, 
they are instantly a whore. Immediately 
afterwards, he says that it’s important for 
a girl to make it clear that she’s interested 
in a guy. 

It’s contradiction after contradiction in 
the tediously long and misogynistic video. 
Somewhere in the pile of spewed out at-
tributes, the boys say that the natural look 
is the best for all girls and that they should 
always be themselves. Once more, almost 
immediately afterwards, Grier makes a big 
scene about his distaste for body hair. He 

claims that peach fuzz and arm hair are 
disgusting and should be waxed off. 

The video has since been deleted and 
Grier wrote up an insincere apology tweet 
that passed the entire thing off as a joke. 
There was no actual apology for it.

The most outraging part was in the 
comments where hundreds of girls made 
checklists of the things they had that the 
boys mentioned. The girls then continue 
to excuse the boys behavior by saying that 
“boys will be boys” and reminding fellow 
angry commenters that the boys did say 
being yourself is most important. Let’s not 
forget, that bit of the video lasted merely 
twenty seconds in an almost ten minute 
video. The girls who found that they met 
the requirements set by these boys were 
genuinely proud of themselves, which only 
perpetuates the already disgusting ideals 
that are prevalent in this society. 

For the girls actually taking the inef-
fectual words of these boys to heart, all 
there is to say is, don’t. Rather than live 
for the ideals that men accept and appreci-
ate, live for the ideals that you accept and 
appreciate. 

Around me, I always hear and see 
many abhorrent and offensive slangs tossed 

around that are capable of 
being extremely offen-
sive towards ethnicities 
and certain genders. 

Slang, by defi nition, 
is a word not considered 
to be part of vocabulary, 
and they’re especially 
used informally by a 
group. I fi nd it ironic as 
well as humorous that the 
fi rst result to pop up if 
you google the defi nition 
of slang is www.urban-
dictionary.com, which 
defi nes it to be the only 

reason the website even exists. 
What I’m extremely confused about 

is what makes society think it’s acceptable 

to use offensive slang terms. They are just 
spewed out with a lack of looking at the 
consequences. I’ll admit that I never really 
acknowledged these words being used to-
wards others around me, and I never really 
thought of what the words being tossed 
around meant. I knew that using those 
words meant no offense towards the groups 
that slang targeted, so I never viewed it as 
a problem towards those around my age 
group. 

However, as I began to see more of 
these words and notice them being used 
even more, I came to a realization. It’s 
extremely disrespectful and even immature 
to use any slang that could offend anyone 
and who they are. Even if there’s no offense 
meant behind it, that doesn’t excuse it from 
the possibility of being offensive at all. 

There truly are many out there that are 
insulted by these words being carelessly 

used and tossed around, and it’s because 
of this that it’s extremely important to 
consider what to think before speaking 
hastily. I, personally, view those who con-
stantly use repugnant slang to be childish 
and immature.

I honestly feel that it should be obvi-
ous not to use such ruthless words, and yet 
it happens about everywhere I go. I see 
idiotic comments and posts online, and I 
witness those who are too quick to judge 
during class. I also fi nd it amusing to see 
that these words are used in a classroom 
fi lled with a variety of students, and that 
it doesn’t cross the speaker’s mind that it 
could potentially harm a student’s well-
being. 

Rather than using such terms that are 
targeted at certain groups and individuals, 
like stated before, considering what to say 
before saying it is extremely important.

It’s upsetting to see the amount of 
disrespect and lack of decency towards the 
teachers who work hard to make the school 
experience as benefi cial as possible. 

 N o t  e v e r y 
teacher is going to be 
the easiest to get along 
with, and they are not 
going to go out of their 
way to make your life 
better. It would be 
absurd to think that 
getting along with ev-
eryone a person meets 
in life is a possibility. 
That kind of expec-
tation is unrealistic. 
However, what is pos-
sible is treating the 
teacher like a human 

being and being reasonable towards them. 
If the only answer is to have a mature con-
versation and fi gure out a solution. Being 
rude and making it a goal to get on the 
teacher’s nerves is counterproductive and 
usually lands the student in trouble. 
 Teachers are human beings. They have 
bad days, and they won’t always be in the 
best of moods.  With that being said, the 
majority of staff are there to help and are 
there to do everything they can to make 
your school experience a educational and 
successful one.

It’s silly to me that students can spend 
every other day with a person for an entire 
school year and never have an actual con-
versation with them. A simple conversation 
and asking how a teachers’ day is going 
can show a little kindness on your part. 
I guarantee teachers will appreciate the 
break from the normal school routine, even 
if it’s only for a couple minutes.  

It’s important to keep in mind that 
school is stressful for everybody. Teachers 
might not have the work load that some 
students do, but it’s still a job and they 
still have to write out lesson plans, grade 
all of the assignments that they give out, 
and ensure that students are retaining the 
information they are supposed to be. Not 
to mention having to deal with the dis-
respectful students who are interrupting 
those who are in class with the intention 
of learning.

Even if students don’t want to go 
out of their way enough to have an actual 
conversation, the expectation of being 
respectful during class time and during 
lessons isn’t that preposterous.

After the NFC Champion-
ship, Seattle Seahawk’s player 
Richard Sherman went on an 
obnoxious rant about opposing 
San Francisco 49er’s player Mi-
chael Crabtree in a post game 
interview. 

At the end of the game, 
Sherman went to try and shake 
Crabtree’s hand, and Crabtree 
responded with a shove. An ob-
viously infuriated Sherman went 
on television proclaiming he is 
the best corner in the game, and 
he will win when put up against 
Crabtree. He went on to yell 
that Crabtree should never talk 
about him. 

I completely understand that 
Crabtree was out of line, and I 
understand that this interview 
was after an intense football 
game which caused Sherman to 
be in an highly emotional state. 
However, I think that Sherman 
knows that he is in the public 

eye. 
Sherman claims he is sur-

prised at the backlash, but I 
think that he knows everything 
he does has the ability to be 
scrutinized. Point blank, this en-
tire situation should have been 
handled in a more mature man-
ner. An obnoxious, cocky rant 
does not seem like an appropri-
ate solution to a tiff between two 
professional football players. 

Sherman was fined almost 
8000 dollars for a reason. What 
he did was innappropriate. He 
needs to have a better sense of 
how to act when it comes to be-
ing a professional athlete. There 
is no reason to have an outburst 
on national, live television

I get being proud of per-
sonal skill, but Sherman claim-
ing he is the best corner in the 
league is going to be pretty em-
barrasing if the Seahaws lose 
this Sunday. 

 All forms of vandalism are absolutely wrong and completely 
inappropriate.
 There is a huge difference between art and graffi ti. Defacing a 
citizens or a companies buildings, billboards, and even sidewalks is 

dishonorable. It would be completely different if an 
artist painted/drew graffi ti on their own property. 
If the graffi ti is visible to the public, the owner 
can risk being fi ned by the City of Portland. The 
City will send the owner of the property a notice 
stating the graffi ti must be removed or permission 
must be granted for the City of Portland to remove 
it themselves. After 10 days of the notice being 
received, the graffi ti must be gone or the owner 
will receive a 250 dollar fi ne. Not only are these 
artists defacing property, whether it be their own 
or not, they are causing others or themselves to 
literally pay for their choices and actions. 

Other forms of art on public buildings 
are appropriate, such as mosaics, murals, and 
advertisements. These specifi c pieces of gorgeous 

artwork compliment buildings instead of making them appear trashy 
and immature. As an artist it is important to know when a canvas is 
right or wrong and ruining beautiful architecture is defi nitely the wrong 
canvas. Did Picasso or da Vinci become famous by disrespecting 
property? No, they did not. Artwork is much more appreciated when 
it is displayed where it belongs. 

Being able to express creativity is not the issue here. The issue 
is about artists putting other individuals down. People should be able 
to admire artwork not be punished for it. What is happening? Why 
are people being punished? It is because artist are not being careful 
as to where their art is placed. The immaturity in these situations is 
revolting because of how selfi sh it is to drag people down into the 
gutter.

“As a artist it 
is important 
to know when 
a canvas 
is right or 
wrong...”

BELLE 
SMITH
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‘Solanin’ snapshot of transition

Outer space, inner visions

B&W
Silent
114 minutes
IMDb (Internet Movie 

Database): 8.3

REEL
LIVES

Film’s silent assault
CAMEREN LEE 

COMING
 PORTLAND
FEBRUARY

to

•Professional Bull 
Riders
•Moda Center
•Dec. 3, 7:00 p.m.

•Monster Jam
•Moda Center
•Feb. 8, 7:30 PM

•Harlem Globetrotters
•Moda Center
•Feb. 22, 2:00 PM; 7:00 
PM

•Powershares Series
Tennis
•Moda Center
•Tomorrow, 5:30PM

•TOOL
@ Moda Center,

Mar. 7

•HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS
@ Moda Center, Feb. 22 

•CHAMPIONS SERIES 
TENNIS

@ Moda Center, Feb. 27
 

save 
these
dates

“...the greatest psycho-
logical horror fi lm ever 
made.”

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“Yes—I think 
he’s super 
stupd and 
immature.” 

-Junior
Lily Groves

Do you think 
Bieber will face 
jail time for his 
shenanigans?

“I doubt it.” 

-Senior
Stacey Pierce

“No, because 
[egging a 
house] is not a 
real crime.” 

-Freshman
Chris Wilson

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“There are simply 
too many notes.” 

•Greatest movie 
about jealousy?

•Responsible for a 
surge in classical 
music sales at the 
time

•Title inspired an 
infamous 80s one-
hit wonder

December’s Answer: 

“Die Hard” (1988)

in

the

“No, because 
he’s a stuck-
up little kid.” 

-Junior
Tristyn  Mills

The Passion of Joan of Arc 
proves cinema’s neglected ability to 
seriously examine, challenge, and 
affi rm faith.
 Carl Dreyer had a massive set 
for the trial of the peasant-turned-
war-hero, but didn’t use it. His ap-
proach is the fi rst reason the fi lm 
has endured; constant close-ups, 
brilliant contrast shifts, and low 
angles treat the audience like Joan. 
That it’s a silent fi lm is appropriate, 
since it may be unbearable other-
wise. 
 The best version I found on 
YouTube should be watched on 
mute; the Glenn Branca-esque 
soundtrack from (the band) Joan 
of Arc interferes (and this is from a 
Branca fan).
 Actor (and famous playwright) 
Antonin Artaud said that they meant 
to “reveal Joan as the victim of one 
of the most terrible...perversions…

[that] of a divine principle in its pas-
sage through the minds of men”.
 Actress Renée Falconetti is the 
second reason. Simply put, she is 
Joan, partially due to Dreyer’s own 
legendary tyranny. She never acted 
on a screen again, and took her 
own life after the war, but any list of 
greatest performances without hers 
is a travesty.
 Unfortunately, the safe excuse 
for Christian fi lm that pervades the 
world is a greater insult. Dreyer’s 
Passion, as well as his Ordet, about 
of a Danish man who believes he’s 
Christ reborn (and may be right), 
has an aim far more sacred than 
Courageous; like Dostovesky’s 
Brothers Karamazov, it has the 
power to affi rm faith by trampling all 
over it. Oh, it’s not easy — I can only 
count on one hand worse date mov-
ies I could get away with reviewing 
here — but the Stations of the Cross 
weren’t either. When given the 
intense attention it deserves, this 
is also the greatest psychological 
horror fi lm ever made.

Inio Asano’s Solanin truly 
captures the emotions, thoughts, 
and everything in between of what 
it means to grow up.

The novel takes place in To-
kyo, where recent 
college graduate 
Meiko Inoue and 
her  boyfr iend 
Naruo Taneda 
share an apart-
ment and both 
resent the occu-
pations they’ve 
chosen for them-
selves. Eventu-
ally, due to utter 
hate and boredom 
of her job and her 
employees, Inoue 

quits her job without even thinking 
of how her and Taneda will be able 
to pay for their rent and live their 
lives. Now with only about a year’s 
worth of funds, Inoue happily en-
joys her life without worrying about 
getting to work on time or pleasing 
her boss. However, she realizes that 

this lifestyle is just as boring as 
having a job. 

After listening to his heart 
and the words of the girl he loves, 
Taneda also quits his job to follow 
his dream of bringing his band back 
together and sharing his music with 
the world. 

Solanin’s characters bring 
this simple story to life through 
relatable experiences, whether it 
being fear, guilt, or heartbreak. 
Personally, my favorite character is 
Taneda because I’m able to relate to 
him in so many ways, including his 
interests and troubles. The charac-
ters are recognizable as though you 
could compare them with your own 
friends or acquaintances, and are 
also just as lovable. Every person 
in the story is well thought out and 
distinct from one another, which 
makes the story even more realistic. 
Asano realizes that the best way to 
convey the truth of life is to realize 
that the unnecessary is necessary, 
and that people who probably don’t 
mean that much in the long run need 

their voices to be heard.
Besides the story and char-

acters, the artwork is absolutely 
stunning. The book is a graphic 
novel, so every page is blessed 
with fun and lively artwork, also 
by Asano. In some parts of the 
novel, I had to stop for a minute 
and stare at the pages and remind 
myself that they’re drawings and 
not photographs. The character’s 
expressions also bring even more 
life to the novel. The artwork in 
Solanin is what I believe gives it 
that extra “wow” factor that not a 
lot of stories have. 

The manga originally ran from 
2005-6, and Viz Media released 
it stateside as a single volume 
in 2008. A live-action film was 
released in Japan in 2010. Other 
works of Asano include Goodnight 
Punpun, What a Wonderful World!, 
City of Lights,  and The End of the 
World and Before Dawn. Punpun 
was awarded a Jury Recommen-
dation at the Japan Media Arts 
Festival in 2009.

 Isolation. Madness. Home-
sickness. Technological innova-
tion. The future. The past. No 
genre has quite so much wide-
ranging commentary on human 
social and psychological issues as 
space movies.
 Starting in 1968, a year before 

NASA even land-
ed on the moon, 
Stanley Kubrick 
broke incred-
ible ground 
with 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. 
The fi lm travels 
seamlessly from 
the birth of man-
kind, to a trip to 
Jupiter, where 
the protagonist 
experiences the 

enlightenment that brought the 
human race into reason and form. 
Though hard for some to watch 

due to its long takes, 2001 master-
fully captures the essence of isola-
tion in space, and the mental pro-
gression of humanity, with only a 
few choice scenes.
 Four years passed and the in-
genious fi lmmaker Andrei Tark-
ovsky brought the world Solaris, 
an exceptionally humanistic take 
on what defi nes consciousness and 
self. The fi lm, almost three hours 
long, uses methodically slow takes 
and an indelible sense of mystery 
to establish the sharp contrast be-
tween the familiarity of Earth and 
the hostile mystery of the sentient 
planet Solaris. Discarding the ca-
sual attitude today’s “sci-fi ” fi lms 
have toward foreign species and 
ideas, Solaris’s space station’s 
crew is utterly enraptured by the 
personifi cations of their thoughts 
they encounter; their confl ict with 
these constructs, and the inner con-
fl ict they experience as a result, is 

one of the most thought-provoking 
experiences in fi lm.
 Moving ahead to 2009, Da-
vid Bowie’s son, Duncan Jones, 
produced anything but a “space 
oddity”: the psychological thriller 
Moon, a tale of one man on the 
moon, given the burden of har-
vesting humanity’s entire energy 
supply; with only an automaton as 
his companion, he experiences un-
bearable loneliness, and calls into 
question if the good of the many 
outweighs the needs of the few. 
Monochromatic and quiet, Moon’s
beauty comes in its ability to make 
the viewer experience the unique, 
crippling isolation of the main 
character.
 The thread of true science fi c-
tion ties these fi lms together. Pulp 
novelist Edmund Crispßin once stat-
ed that sci-fi  is the “last refuge of the 
morality tale;” to fi nd true psycho-
logical insight, just look to the stars.

“The show
has real
potential.”

SARAH
BRADBURY

“A 
rightfully 
recognized 
gem.”

HUNTER
HOLMES



Boys’ basketball wins big over Glencoe                                                                             

HUNTER DIZON
staff reporter

TONI CHERRY
staff reporter
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Junior 6 foot 4 post Dwight Dew drives to the basket against Beaverton. The 
boys next face Central Catholic on Feb. 7                      Photo courtesy The Oregonian

ELIZABETH GARCIA
cub reporter

possible.” said Cowgill.
The six Seniors of the varsity 

team helped lead their team to 
victory by staying positive and 
working hard to push everyone 
to do their best. Diffi cult stunts 
and pushing themselves over the 
last couple months with vigorous 
practices became worth it when 
they were called to receive their 
fi rst place prize. The team had to 
work hard and stay committed to 
overcome their fears. Commitment 
to the team is so important and 
making every practice matter was 
one of the ways the girls really 
challenged themselves to do so. The 
ladies hit every motion and every 
stunt with little to no mishaps. The 
team continues to work hard and 
push through tough times to be 
ready for their State Competition.

Bump
Set
Spike

Junior Julia Abbott swam freestyle against the Centennial Eagles at home 
on Jan 16 where they won 126-36.                               Photo by Kennedy Bertelson

Rodriguez suing MLB a joke

“ ...Rodriguez is 
completely at fault 

and should take full 
responsibility for his 

insubordination...” TESSA MEYER

New girls’ 
tennis coach 
hired

Cheer team takes fi rst 

The girls’ swim team, holding 
onto a seven year record, made a 
splash against the Centennial Eagles 
and won, 126-36, at home on Jan 16. 

Sophomore Arielle Louie 
won her 200 meter freestyle race.  
Freshman Mia Bagaric won the 
200 meter intramural race, with 
sophomore Maggie Chan placing 
second. Bagaric and sophomore 
Annabelle Rynerson placed second 
and third, respectively.  In the 100 
meter freestyle, freshman Fernanda 
Rodriquez placed second, and senior 
Hao Nguyen placed third.Sophomore 
Elizabeth Fryer won her event: the 
400 meter freestyle race.  Junior 
Pamela Kennedy won the 100 meter 
backstroke. Nguyen won the 100 

meter butterfl y race. 
Chan also placed 
fi rst in the 100 meter 
breaststroke. In the 
200 meter medley 
relay, with Fryer, 
Kennedy, Chan, and 
freshman Fernanda 
Rodriguez, the scots 
placed fi rst.. In the 
200 meter freestyle 
relay, with Nguyen, 
Kennedy, Fryer, and 
sophomore Alina 
Bibik, the girls 
placed fi rst, with 
a time of 1:56.57. 

The girls also placed third, with a 
relay group led by Chan, and fourth 
with a relay group led by junior Julia 
Abbott. 

Girls’ swimming grounds the Eagles  

 Taking care of the ball, playing 
tough, and shooting more successful 
three pointers than the Crimson Tide 
empowered the boys’ basketball team 
to a season’s best 58-36 home win 
over Glencoe on Jan. 7, 2014.
 Douglas won the tipoff and kept 
the momentum going with two three 
pointers in a row by junior 5 foot 9 
guard Jacob Bassett. Glencoe made 
a three pointer. A putback by junior 
6 foot 4 post Brock Jackson brought 
the score to 83, Douglas. Making 
both free throws and a lay up brought 
Glencoe’s score up by four points, but 
Douglas held on fi ercely, the score 17-
13, Douglas at the end of one.
 The second period started with a 
foul by the Scots. The Crimson Tide 
made the free throw and followed with 
a lay up. A jump shot was made by 
Jackson. Halfway through the second, 
Jackson made another three pointer, 
bringing the score to 21-17. This was 
followed by an acrobatic underhanded 

lay up by junior 6 foot guard Lamariea 
Taylor. Towards the end of the second 
period, Glencoe made a layup, but 
couldn’t manage to take the lead, and 
the half ended 28-21, Scots.
 A lay up by junior 6 foot 4 post 
Dwight Dew began the third period. 
A lay up by Glencoe, followed by two 
free throws and a fast break Tide lay 
up brought the score to 32-27. But 
Douglas kept up the intensity with a 
fastbreak lay up by Bassett. Scoring 
three times in a row, Douglas wasn’t 
letting go of the 44-27 lead. 
 A free throw by senior 6 foot 4 
post Josh Dyk gave the Scots their fi rst 
point to start the fourth period. Con-
tinuing to play with confi dence, a no-
look pass by sophomore 6 foot guard 
Charles Jones to Davis for a layup put 
the Scots at a lead of over 20 points, a 
lead that, to the disappointment of the 
Crimson Tide, remained right up to 
the buzzer.
 “We didn’t do that well in the fi rst 
half, but we were better in the second 
half,” said Reeves. “In the second half 
we followed our game plan.”

David Douglas Cheerleaders 
had a Lake Oswego Competition 
on Jan. 11 winning fi rst place in the 
varsity 5A/6A division.

The cheerleaders came together 
as a team and worked hard to bring 
home a fi rst place trophy for the fi rst 
time since 2009 at Gresham High 
School. Head Varsity Cheer Coach 
Amber Cowgill and Assistant Coach 
Mikyla Buder proudly watch their 
team go all out during the two and 
half minutes they performed their 
cheer, tumbling, and dance routine 
for the judges and proud parents. 

“I think winning fi rst place 
really will give the girls confi dence 
to work hard for future competition. 
Confi dence is what makes things 

NGUYEN

FRYER

 New York Yankee third 
baseman Alex Rodriguez is 
suing Major League Baseball in 
a ridiculous attempt to repeal his 
162 game suspension for the use 
of banned performance enhancing 
drugs.
 Suing the MLB is outrageous 
considering that Rodriguez is 
completely at fault and should 
take full responsibility for his 
insubordination, after deliberately 
using drugs that he knew were 
banned. Although Rodriguez is 
to miss out on a 25 million dollar 
salary from the suspension, the 
fi fth best all-time home run leader’s 
net worth is 300 million dollars, and 
is clearly not in need of any extra 
income. The fact that Rodriguez’s 
suspension has already been 
deducted from 211 games to 162 
is already letting him get away with 
too much.
 Coming close to 40 years of 
age, Rodriguez’s career is nearly 

over. It’s common for other 
professional baseball players to 
retire around Rodriguez’s age. 
With his age catching up with 
him, the likelihood of a strong 
comeback to the MLB is doubtful, 
especially without the aid of 
performance enhancing drugs. 
Plus, what team would want to 
sign him? Many MLB players 
are unhappy with Rodriguez’s 
decision to sue the player’s union. 
It has been stated that suing the 
union is essentially suing the 
players themselves because of 
the 65 dollars every player pays 
the union each day. 
 “When he gets up to bat, 
you can hit him and hit him 
hard,” stated one player on the 
conference call to Yahoo Sports. 
“That’s what I’d do. He sued us. 
Jhonny Peralta and Nelson Cruz 
screwed up. You know what? 
They owned up to it. They took 
their medicine.” 

 The girls’ tennis team 
is welcoming new head 
coach Bret Walker. Walker 
has several years of experi-
ence helping with the girls’ 
tennis team.
 The search for a new 
tennis coach started during 
the beginning of the year.
 “I am really excited for 
this upcoming season with 
our new head coach [Bret] 
Walker.” said senior Adina 
Talpos. He has worked with 
the team before and I know 
he is the perfect person 
for the job. Its bitter sweet 
thinking about my last year 
on the tennis team with all 
the amazing people I’ve 
bonded with but I know it 
will be a spectacular sea-
son for us all!”



Girls fall 62-47 to Rams
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Scots beat Centennial, remain 4-0 in MHC

Wrestlers place sixth in Reser’s tourney

One-Hundred-Thirty-Two pound sophomore Tristin Molinari placed sixth 
in the 132 pound bracket                                                        Photo courtesy Sarah Brown

ELLEN VANSLYKE
features editor

Senior Raymond Miller swam the backstroke against the Eagles. Douglas re-
mains undefeated in the MHC with a 4-0 win streak.                 Photo by Hunter Dizon
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sports editor
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Raiders soar 
over Eagles, 
57-19

NURDIN HASSAN
BASKETBALL

ANDREW NGUY
news editor

Commemorative David 
Douglas Pool T-Shirts

$10.00
Red t-shirts with black 

and grey print.
Available for sale in the 

pool building.

R e y n o l d s  k n o c k e d 
out Hood River, 57-19. 

Hood River  s tar ted 
off the game by putting 
in  the  f i r s t  two shots , 
later Reynolds recovered 
with a 29-point run that 
put them in the lead.

R e y n o l d s  c e n t e r 
Jayden Blaylock put in 
seven baskets during the 
burst ,  giving Reynolds 
a 20-point lead through 
the second quarter.

M i l w a u k i e  b e a t 
Barlow, 52-36.

Milwaukie lead with 
a  7  point  lead through 
the 4th quarter, and fin-
i s h e d  o f f  w i t h  a  l e a d 
over Milwaukie.

       The Scots beat Centennial at a home swim meet on 
Jan.. 16, keeping their 4-0 win streak.

      The boys scored 92 against Centennial’s 78. The boys 
are undefeated with a Mt. Hood standing of 4-0. Senior 
Raymond Miller took two fi rst places for the 200 and 
400 meter Freestyle with 2:06.44 and 4:34.16. Senior 
Tyler Jones took third in the 400 meter Freestyle with 
5:46.63. Senior Lucky Le also took two fi rst places 
for the 50 meter Freestyle and the 100 meter Butterfl y 
with 24.75 and 1:01.90. Senior Phillip L’Esperance 
placed third in the 100 meter Butterfl y with 1:08.80. 
Senior Jonathan Merkley placed fi rst in the 100 meter 
Freestyle with 56.34. Senior Sam Redwine-Hixson 
took second with 58.58. In the 200 meter IM, Merkeley 
placed second with 2:25.49 and freshman Raymond 
Pham took third with 2:29.79. Pham and L’Esperance 
took second and third respectively in the 100 meter 
Breaststroke with 1:11.67 and 1:22.19.

 The team of Redwine-Hixson, Pham, Le, and Merkley placed in the 
200 meter Medley Relay with 1:56.65. In the 200 meter Freestyle Relay, 
the team of Miller, Pham, sophomore Izaya Owotor, and senior Noah 
Kirk took second place with 1:51.92 while the team of L’Esperance, 
junior Brian Huynh, freshman Jessee Martinez, and freshman Casey 
Hutchinson took second. 

MILLER

L’ESPERANCE

The David Douglas Scots 
could not take down the Central 
Catholic Rams, ending the game 
62-47, at home on Jan. 24th

Douglas got the tip off, but the 
Rams scored fi rst. Douglas would 
not score until Central had six 
points. After a three-pointer from 
Douglas, Two-pointers went back 
and forth during the fi rst period 
until 6-foot forward/post Audrey 
Frison got the lead heading into the 
second period, 15-14. Frison scored 
21 points in the entire game.

The Rams scored two 2-point-
ers before the Scots could score. Af-
ter a jump shot from Frison, Doug-
las came back to tie it up 19-19. 
Central Catholic was penalized four 
times in the period leading them to 
six extra points. After a three point 
shot from the Central Catholic, the 
Rams took a narrow lead heading 
to the second half, 29-31.

The Rams came out of the half 
strong, racking up seven points 
before 5-foot-7 guard Zaraiah 

Torregano could 
m a k e  a  t w o -
pointer. Torrega-
no also made in 
impressive three 
pointer  making 
the score 32-38. 
Frison made in 
impressive jump 
shot to make the  
score 34-38. Af-
ter a jump shot 
from 6-foot-2 for-
ward/post Gen-
nah Schoen n, 
Catholic scored 
nine points in the 
third period, and 

six in the fourth before Douglas 
could score again. 

After a scoring drive from 
the Rams, the Scots took on eight 
points, fi ve of them penalties shots 
from Frison and Torregano. Catho-
lic took fi ve points in penalties as 
well. There where seven total penal-
ties in the period and there were 16 
total fouls in the game. Douglasís 
5-foot-5 guard Caitlin Nguyen 
made the fi nal shot. 

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
staff reporter

TORREGANO

FRISON

 The Scots placed sixth again 
this year out of 24 teams at the 
two-day Reser ’s Tournament 
of Champions with 110.5 team 
points and four wrestlers plac-
ing in the top six. 
 Number one seed 220 pound 
sophomore Osawaru Odighi-
zuwa won by a minor decision 
over Roseburg in his f inals 
match where he placed first. 
 Senior 145-pounder Ricky 
Molinari and 182 pound senior 
Thomas Ayala placed second in 
their weight brackets. Molinari 
lost by a six point minor deci-
sion and Ayala suffered a 10 
point major decision loss in the 
finals. 
       Sophomore Tristin Moli-
nari also placed sixth in the 132 

pound bracket. 
Unfortunately 
he was pinned 
i n  t he  t h i rd 
round of his 
final match. 

 The Scots also 
competed in 
t h e  O r e g o n 
Classic in Red-
mond the pre-
vious weekend 
w h e r e  t h e y 
h a d  i m p r e s -
sive wins over 
Clackamas 59-
7, Crater 42-
36, and Thur-
s t o n  4 1 - 3 3 . 

However, they fell three team 
points short to McMinnville and 
lost to West Linn in the quarter-
finals.

ODIGHIZUWA

MOLINARI



Police Cadet Program thrives

Senior Christopher Dixon (with hat), a police cadet, helps load food boxes into cars for 
transportation to the less fortunate.                             Photo by Andrew Nguy

TONY CHERRY
staff reporter

 Young adults ages 16-20 with at 
least a 2.0 GPA, no arrests, and pass a 
background test can apply to be in the 
police cadet program, which recently 
helped volunteer for the Sunshine 
Division.
 To become a member, the teen must 
be approved by a parent, continually 
improve the cadet program,  stay 
professional throughout the program, 
and obey the rules given.  Cadets 
must  be enrol led in  high school 
or have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Applicants must pass an 
oral interview given by a cadet officer 
or staff member. If an applicant has a 
criminal record, a pool driving record, 
or an arrest or citation, they may be 
disqualified. Interested young adults 
can obtain an application from cadet 
coordinators, cadet advisors, or be 
downloaded from joinportlandpolice.
com. If accepted, cadets are involved 

i n  a t t end ing  w eek ly  mee t i n gs , 
school safety fairs, parades traffic 
speed watches, and ride along with 
police officers. A cadet is trained 
in community policing philosophy, 
ethics and decision-making, cultural 
awareness, driving techniques, report 
writing, fundraising events, and other 
valuable training to prepare them for 
a job in law enforcement.
 “Our goal is for the cadets to 
become future community police 
off icers  for  the  Por t land Pol ice 
Bureau,” states the police bureau’s 
website.
 Meetings are held on weekends 
and are mandatory for applicants. 
Cadet training must be completed 
before a cadet can ride on patrol with 
regular police officers. They must 
complete 30 hours of Cadet Academy 
ride-a-longs with a cadet advisor, 30 
hours of details, and pass a test in 
order to complete probation.
 Over winter break, the cadets 
helped load food packages into trucks 
to benefit the Sunshine Division. 

France trip available to students
BELLA GUYNES

staff reporter

Interested students should pack their 
bags and get ready to take fl ight to Paris with 
other students on an educational tour that 
provides opportunities to experience new 
cultures.
 Students in 8th grade through college are 
eligible. Adults may also travel as chaperones.  
High school and college travelers can also 
earn credit through the tour and by completing 
required coursework. 
 “It is a win-win situation,” said group 
leader Gina Schuermyer. “See the sights and 
get educational credit for going.” 
 EF Educational Tours has been in 
business for over 50 years and offers a variety 
of tour packages to destinations all over the 
globe. 

 The eight-day tour is planned for Spring 
Break, 2015. Students will fl y overnight 
to Paris, view the Notre Dame Cathedral 
and have guided tours of the city, including 
sightseeing the Place de la Concorde, 
Champs-Elysees, Arc de Triomphe, Les 
Invalides, and the Eiffel Tower. They also 
have a whole day to explore Paris on their 
own. Then the group will travel via Eurostar 
train to London to view Big Ben, Piccadilly 
Circus, and St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
 The overall cost of the tour for student 
travelers is $3,035. Adult travelers (ages 
20 and older) will pay $3,340. There are 
fundraising opportunities for students and 
EF is willing to work with families to create 
payment plans. 
 Interested students should visit the tour 
website www.eftours.com/1446400 to enroll, 
or call EF at 800-665-5364. 

Bowling Club competes Sundays
HUNTER DIZON

staff reporter

 David Douglas’ Bowling 
Club is led by biology teacher 
Stacey Barber.
 The bowling club, though 
not a recognized team by the 
Oregon School Activities As-
sociation, or OSAA, meets 
for practice every Tuesday and 
Wednesday at the Rose Bowl, 

and has competitions on the 
weekends. Members are also 
ineligible for varsity letters that 
the sports teams at Douglas 
are offered, like football and 
track.
 The bowling club will 
be participating in their own 
districts, happening on Feb. 2 
at Century Lanes. If the club 
makes it past districts, they 
will have the opportunity to 

compete at the state level, with 
gender-based divisions. The 
state competition will be held 
on Feb. 22 and 23. There is also 
an individual all-star competi-
tion for any bowler who scores 
high, ignoring any of their other 
team members’ scores. 
 “It’s very likely that [a 
few] of our members are going 
to qualify for all-stars,” said 
Barber.

Senior works in Search and Rescue
HUNTER HOLMES

news editor

 Senior William Daw-
son has been logging valu-
able hours and saving lives 
as part of the Multnomah 
County Sherrif’s Offi ce 
Search and Rescue pro-
gram.
 His work consists of 
urban search and rescue, 
natural disaster response 
with FEMA, homicide in-
vestigations, and body re-
covery in state and national 
parks. Dawsen’s group also 
trains with SWAT teams 
and TriMet police.
 Including his fresh-

man year at David Douglas, 
Dawsen has had four years 
of experience with S.A.R, 
and has accumulated 948 
hours his sophomore year 
alone, earning him the 
“Most Certifi ed Member 
Hours” award. This train-
ing counts toward many 
offi cial certifi cations, such 
as FEMA certifi cation for 
work in national disasters 
and as an EMR (Emergency 
Medical Responder).Daws-
en has also worked with 
high-angle rope rescue, 
and also has experience as 
a radio technician with the 
FCC.     
During Dawsen’s service, 

he has 
b e e n 
a w a r d e d 
the Don 
G o m e z 
award, the 
h i g h e s t 
p o s s i b l e 
award for 

a volunteer, and the fi rst 
ever awarded to a youth 
member. He has also per-
sonally saved three people.
 Dawsen plans on at-
tending PCC and then PSU, 
majoring in Psychology and 
minoring in Computer Sci-
ence. He plans to continue 
work with law enforce-
ment.
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 HR 2692 is legislation to moderate the use 
of neonicotinoids. HR 2692 has been referred to 
the Horticulture, Research, Biotechnology and 
Foreign Agriculture committee and is currently 
awaiting approval. The restrictions will last until 
the EPA finishes reviewing neonicotinoids. 
The neonicotinoids, along with other types of 
pesticides, are reviewed every 15 years by the 
EPA. 

When neonicotinoids reach the insect, it 
affects the central nervous system and causes 
paralysis before death. Many beekeepers are 
losing bees. During the winter of 2012-13, 
U.S. beekeepers experienced losses around 
40-45 percent of the bee colonies that they were 
tending to.  Other recent studies state that a corn 
kernel coated with a neonicotinic pesticide is 
strong enough to kill a songbird.

A third of the food produced in the nation 
is pollinated by bees, including 95 types of fruit. 
Bees also make honey which benefi t human im-
mune systems, calm coughs, and are a natural 
energy booster.

“I have brought together a variety of stake-
holders to discuss the proposal and refi ne the 
measure in a way that is fair and not unduly bur-
densome to industry partners,” Reardon said.
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NEW MESSAGE

  The annual regional Science Bowl 
competition and Winter Formal will 
be this Saturday, Feb. 1. 
 The school’s Science Club will 
participate in the regional Science 
Bowl, held at University of Portland. 
The club will send a team of four 
members and one alternate. Winter 
Formal will be held at the north gym 
from 8:00-11:00 p.m.

Science Bowl, Winter 
Formal this Saturday

ANDREW NGUY
news editor

DAWSON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

REARDON I brake for people.

LEARN MORE AT www.portlandonline.com/streetsmart 

Every intersection is a legal crosswalk, whether it’s 
marked or not.  (ORS.801.220)
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