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The Oregonian to 
cover needed 
ground questioning 
why East Portland is so 
neglected.

Oregon SAT scores drop again this year

December

David Douglas senior plays 
in Timbers Youth League

BELLA GUYNES
staff reporter

Homework should be an optional test-
prep activity, rather than a requirement 

for a student to pass a class. 
Students should have the option to do 

homework to prepare 
themselves for an up-
coming test or quiz, not 
just to fl uff their grade . 
Any student could fail all 
of their tests and do all 
the homework and still 
pass the class; that’s ri-
diculous. A student who 
aces the test should get 
a higher grade, not the 
student who wrote a few 
lines on a worksheet, 
which they could’ve 
googled. Not to men-
tion, the student could 

have just copied from another student. It’s 
not a diffi cult task. Many students take the 
opportunity to cheat. Teachers always rec-
ommend studying before a test, but why? A 
student could do all their homework and still 
make a good grade in the course. Why try if 
you can just make up the grade with home-
work? If homework was optional, students 
would have no choice but to do it and actually 
try, so they would earn a good grade on the 
quiz or test. Then their grade would refl ect 
an actual learning and understanding of the 
class material. 

Homework causes unnecessary stress 
to students should be focusing on study-
ing when needed, preparing for tests, and 
developing their social skills. They won’t 
have time for themselves if they focus 
completely on busywork assigned by their 
instructors. Doing homework should not be 
a student’s deterrent from taking an advanced 
class. They shouldn’t be afraid of pursuing 
a class they want because teachers assign 
busy work. Some students have sports and 
other school activities that can defer them 
from completing an assignment that was not 
neccassary for them to do. If a student needs 
extra time to do these busy work assignments 
for practice, that is when they should fi gure 
it out and coordinate their time well enough 
to pass their classes.  

Homework is unneccesary for students 
like me who are able to understand the mate-
rial without extra homework and busy work. 
I think the extra work is a fantastic option for 
the kids who need it, but I do not think that 
this extra work should be such a large portion 
of a grade. Tests should be the larger majority 
of the grade to prove an understanding.

November’s typhoon in the Philippines 
has prompted millions of generous dol-

lars and countless hours 
of aid from Americans, 
but the country’s own 
cities hit by Hurricane 
Sandy just over a year 
ago have been all but 
forgotten and are still 
struggling to heal. 

S i n c e  Ty p h o o n 
Haiyan struck the Phil-
ippines,  the United 
States has contributed 
nearly $40 million to 
their  relief effort—
which is so generous. 
Americans should be 

proud that, as a country, we have been 
able to provide so much assistance and a 
sense of hope to those citizens struggling to 
overcome the complete destruction they’ve 
been faced with. Although it’s inspiring to 
see the world coming together to help the 
Philippines and to be a part of that process, 
it should bring to mind our own struggle to 
rebuild the homes and lives of the victims 

Phone companies such as Apple, Android, 
and Samsung continue to produce new, 

stylish phones before 
any one has time to en-
joy the phone they have 
recently purchased. 

It is no coincidence 
that phone companies 
a re  producing  the i r 
phones one after the oth-
er. Consumers instantly 
think their phones are 
lacking as soon as the 
more advanced phone 
comes out. Phone com-
panies want consumers 
to believe that they need 
the new phones with 

new features, but in reality the phone is 
not that different. 

Then there are cellular phone providers 

8 OpinionsOPINIONS DECEMBER 20, 2013 Highlander

Douglas students actually kind

Social issues boldly addressed by artists 

The Highlander
Should homework be 
optional, so grades 
are solely based on 
test scores?

“Macklemore and 
Ryan Lewis have 
made their social 
stance on issues 
extremely public. 
I fi nd it bold and 
impressive... ”

“Yes. Homework has 
no one around observ-
ing. Tests do.”

Wendy Reed

 Tests over 
homework for 
class grade

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

Problems in U.S. should be addressed fi rst

Constant new smartphones unneccasary

“A student 
who aces 
the test 
should get 
a higher 
grade...”

HUNTER
DIZON

“Where is 
American 
pride in help-
ing the fami-
lies across 
our East 
Coast?”

ELLEN
VANSLYKE

“The chang-
es in these 
new phones 
are barely 
any different 
from the one 
before it.”

TONI 
CHERRY

“The ones 
who took their 
time to open 
a door for me 
didn’t know 
I’d publish 
this column...”

RIKKA
GUSTEY

 Macklemore and Ryan Lew-
is have chosen to impressingly 
use their newfound popularity 
as a way to make people aware 
of the problems in today’s soci-
ety.
 I have never known of such 
popular artists who take such a 
public stance on issues. 
 Racial profiling is an obvi-
ous problem in today’s society, 
but it is not something that is 
adressed so casually. Mack-
lemore and Ryan Lewis chose 
to adress the issue in their ac-
ceptance speech at the Ameri-
can Music Awards. There are 
not many musicians who are 
willing to take their air space 
on national telivision to tell the 
viewers how the country’s exist-
ing issues cannot be ignored. 
 This is not the first time they 
have taken their national air 
space as a chance to address 
social issues. When accepting 
an award at the Video Music 

of Hurricane Sandy. Where is American 
pride in helping the families across our 
East Coast? Does our duty to aid and sup-
port after disaster end when the death toll 
is totaled and newscasts stop interrupting 
scheduled programming? The devastating 
reality is that the aftermath of the storm is 
still raging on. Nearly one-third of Madison 
Avenue strip businesses are still closed on 
Staten Island, and a local food pantry in 
Keansburg, New Jersey serves more than 
2000 citizens displaced by Sandy and strug-
gling to fi nd food monthly. 

This problem has persisted throughout 
our history. American citizens, organiza-
tions, and even celebrities have made a 
habit of sending money overseas to help 
developing countries and address promi-
nent societal issues. While it’s easy to see 
the compassion and admire the selfl essness 
of these actions, it’s hard to understand 
why Americans are so much more eager 
to aid, for example, the constant hunger of 
children in underdeveloped African coun-
tries, while thousands of children in our 
own communities go hungry every night. 
The issues within our communites should 

be more obvious than those on international 
levels, since they can be seen personally 
everyday. However, it seems like citizens 
have become blind to our own issues and 
begun fostering the relief of those same 
issues in foreign countries instead. I rec-
ognize it’s important to help to effi ciently 
expedite the development of those areas of 
the world that struggle to provide a pros-
perous place for citizens to thrive, but we 
need to make that process a priority in the 
United States as well.

By no means should we extinguish 
international service programs, especially 
in times of severe need as seen in the 
Philippines. These organizations are es-
sential to the survival of many countries 
and their populations, and they still only 
begin to make a dent in the issue leaving 
nearly half of the world’s children living in 
poverty and at least 80 percent of humanity 
struggling to make ends meet on less than 
10 dollars a day. Clearly assistance is still 
necessary worldwide. However, it’s worth 
thinking about whether or not we are put-
ting enough time and effort into our own 
needs as a country.

Misinformed, ignorant students from other schools say nega-
tive comments about our school and the students that attend 

it, when I have recently experienced events 
that make me think those judgements are 
invalid.

Getting injured, I ended up with a stress 
fracture in my lower tibia that had me on 
crutches for weeks. Even though I’ve been 
leaving class fi ve minutes early, I’d still fi nd 
myself engulfed by students hurrying to get 
to their next destination during passing time. 
I was surprised that even if they were hur-
rying to their classes, students would take 
their time to let me through the thick crowd 
by moving out of my way and opening doors 
for me. It only took a few seconds out of their 
day to do something nice to someone, and 
it made my day that students were willing 

to help me. 
I’m glad this is a community where the majority of people 

aren’t careless about what others are going through. I’d like to give 
out a huge thank you to all those people who aren’t selfi sh. The 
world’s at a state where everyone is worried about themselves, 
and it’s nice to see that there is still faith in humanity.  

The ones who took their time to open a door for me didn’t 
know that I’d publish this column in the newspaper. I don’t think 
they would’ve anticipated how much it actually meant to me. Of 
course I stumbled upon a few people who just barreled past me, 
but the people who actually cared made up for them. 

May I ask you a simple favor? Just do something nice for 
someone today. It might not be a lot, but just a simple smile may 
mean a lot. You never know how much it could mean becuase 
everyone is fi ghting their own battles.

who will give their customers a discount on 
these fl ashy phones, but they must sign a 
contract that ties them to the phone for an 
extended period of time. So, if consumers 
want the newer phone, they have to buy 
out of the contract and pay at least 300 for 
a new phone. Money is just being thrown 
away within this system.

The phone companies make it almost 
impossible for people to get attached to 
their phone because they put out a new one 
so often. The changes in these new phones 
are barely any different from the one before 
it. I am not that impressed that the phone 
can now come in new colors. Yet, the phone 
is advertised as this revolutionary object. 
They use the fact that everyone seems to 
want the newest thing against people, but 
it is time to realize no one ever really will 
have the best in technology. Having the 
feeling of having the best phone out there is 

only going to last a couple months because 
of all the new phones produced.

It is bothersome to buy a phone just 
to know in a few months there will be 
an updated version. The customer has to 
download all their apps or and certain 
programs that they already had. When 
buying a new phone customers take the 
chance of losing important data. Updates 
are obviously unavoidable, but they do not 
need to happen so often. They can’t all be 
bigger, better, and faster if they continue 
to change or redesign a phone or case so 
soon. They shouldn’t make it where you 
have to buy a whole new phone just for 
one little program or update. Give people 
time to enjoy their phone and be happy 
they bought it because it is disappointing to 
know that if they would have waited just a 
couple more months they could’ve had an 
even better phone.

Awards, they took to the stage 
and addressed the injustice to-
wards same sex couples as they 
were winning an award for their 
song Same Love that is about 
same sex couples being socially 
accepted and treated equally. 
 Macklemore and Ryan Lew-
is have made their social stance 
on issues extremely public. I find 
it bold and impressive that Mack-
lemore and Ryan Lewis are not 
afraid to go ahead and say what 
needs to be said, regardless of 
the repurcusions. We live in a 
society with free speech for a 
reason, right? I know that other 
musicians who are in the start of 
their popularity would not want 
to do something so valiant. 
 Macklemore and Ryan 
Lewis have recently been nomi-
nated for a Grammy. I can’t help 
but think if they win that award, 
that we might be seeing another 
acceptance speech that will be 
spreading a public message. 

Shannan Healey Cavin

“No. So many people 
don’t test well.”

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH
Highlander’s

Senior Octavio Hermosillo takes to Jeld-Wen Field with the rest of the Timbers Youth League.  
The youth league prepares teenagers for professional play.     Photo courtesy Octavio Hermosillo
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Double loss hits ChimpanZoo

Oregon districts to possibly receive revenue

Students offer 
plant watering 
service

TONI CHERRY
staff reporter

  With the recent deaths of chimpanzees 

Maggie and Frodo, the ChimpanZoo Club has 

paid their respects to the people behind the sanc-

tuaries and the chimpanzees coping with the 

death.
  Chimps Inc., a chimpanzee sanctuary in 

Bend, lost chimpanzee Maggie at 23 years old. 

Her cause of death was unknown, but she showed 

no signs of illness. Seven other chimpanzees are 

a part of Chimps Inc., and since most chimpan-

zees react to deaths the same way as we do, they 

tend to go through grief and hysteria.

  “Sometimes they [the chimpanzees] go off 

by themselves and do not pay attention to each 

other,” said ChimpanZoo Club advisor Eric 

Matthews.
  A memorial was given to Maggie at Chimps 

Inc., where people from all over the state were 

invited, including Matthews. The memorial had 

many speakers, including Chimps Inc. founder 

Lesley Day. The ChimpanZoo Club sent a card 

to Chimps Inc. with their condolences. 

  Frodo also passed away at 37 years old in 

Gombe National Park in Tanzania, and was the 

largest chimpanzee ever recorded at Gombe. His 

cause of death is also unknown, but he was seen 

as thin and feeble before he passed away.

 The ChimpanZoo Club will soon be going to 

the Oregon Zoo to better understand chimpan-

zee behavior through observations. The club will 

also be planning a school toy drive for Chimps 

Inc. in Bend after the holiday break. 

 

 The Everyday Living class stu-

dents are offering a plant watering 

service. They water plants for eight 

different classrooms across DDHS 

during the last “A” day of the week. 

 Everyday living is taught by Na-

than McGory and Instructional As-

sistants Olivia Helland, Jake Spencer, 

and Tamiko Foster. They help teach 

disabled students what to expect af-

ter high school, such as job skills, life 

skills, resume skills, job application 

skills, hygiene skills, TriMet train-

ing, and safety in the community. EL 

has been going on for quite awhile, 

teaching children the skills they will 

need for the future.  EL is held in the 

south building in room 213 and is 

during periods 3 and 4. On Mondays 

and Tuesdays the class travels place 

to place in or around the community 

on TriMet.  Taking the students out 

on field trip allows them to have an 

additional exposure in traveling to 

places in the community by using 

public transportation. By taking them 

to places they might not normally go, 

they are getting new experiences that 

they may face in the future.

The paired up students have a 

clipboard with their route and a lock-

er with gear inside such as a watering 

can, a rag for spills, a uniform shirt, 

and a “Next Time” slip that they 

give to the teacher as a reminder for 

the next time they will be returning. 

Plant watering is used because many 

teachers have plants in their rooms 

and it’s a quick, easy job that is not 

too messy and doesn’t usually disrupt 

a class when in session. 

Everyday Living has other tasks 

around school such as desk cleaning, 

skyline delivery, library assistants, 

and garden crew. They used to sell 

Italian Sodas during both lunches, 

but with low sales is was discontin-

ued. 

Maggie 
smiles for 

a photo 
while she 

plays 
with  toys.                      

Maggie 
passed 

away on 
Oct. 29.  

in her 
sanctuary. 

Maggie 
was 23 

years 
old, and 
passed 

away from 
unknown 

causes. 
In August 

of 2005, 
Maggie 
retired  

and 
continued 

to live 
in the 

sanctuary.

Strings II practices in the PAC. Orchestra teacher Michelle Lindberg guides her students while they 

practice. Their concert was Dec. 11, along with the other orchestra classes.   

 State legislature has granted every school district in Oregon extra 

revenue from the state’s general fund proportional to the number of 

students served by the district to reduce class sizes, provide support in 

classrooms, and possibly add summer or after school activities.

 The money that David Douglas School District is expected to receive 

as strategic investment is estimated to be between $1.6 million and $1.8 

million. The final amount is expected to be confirmed by May 2015. 

The money is planned to be equally distributed throughout the district. 

However, some elementary schools are out of classroom space.

 “Even if we wanted to add more teachers at the elementary level, we 

can’t add any because there are no classrooms,” said Superintendent Don 

Grotting.
 The high and middle schools still have classrooms available for the 

new teachers to use. If teachers were to be hired at the elementary schools, 

there would need to be an expansion, which would require extra funds 

to build and furnish the rooms. While there is currently no final plan on 

how money will be spent, school administrators have been notified about 

the extra revenue and have been asked to think about where the money 

should go. 
 “The problem is, there’s not enough money to go around,” said 

Grotting.
 The money is expected to be enough to hire approximately 21 teachers 

next school year as a new teacher would cost the district around $75,000. 

However, there is no guarantee that the district will be able to keep the teachers 

after the money runs out. There will be plans made for various scenarios so 

that teachers can be hired as soon as possible after the money is finalized. The 

teachers will be hired in late spring and will start their positions the following 

school year. Also, there may be teachers retiring at the end of the school year, 

meaning that the district may be able to hire more new teachers than currently 

planned. 
 Since the money may only come once, any new programs added may 

face discontinuation after the money runs out at the end of the next school 

year.
 “I’m hopeful and optimistic that in the next biennium, that the legislature 

would see this extra money that they gave us and be be able to say ‘hey, 

they really needed that money,’ so the next time they go to fund education, 

they would bring the funding up to include the amount of money that we’re 

spending,” said Grotting. “The precarious part of this is that it’s one-time 

money.”

Music department celebrates season

 Winter is an eventful time for David 

Douglas’ Music Department.

 Jazz Night occurred on Dec. 3 at Ron 

Russell Middle school, featuring all three 

Jazz bands (Stage Band, Jazz I, and Jazz 

II), and a middle school honor Jazz Band, 

which was formed from students in the 

three middle school’s Jazz Bands, that were 

recommended by their music directors. 

 Concert Choir performed on Dec. 7 

with Portland’s Singing Christmas Tree 

at the Keller Auditorium, which included 

a Christmas tree shaped platform full of 

singers and a live orchestra. The Concert 

Choir and the Troubadours performed at the 

Capitol Rotunda in Salem at 11:00 a.m. and  

at 9:00 p.m on Dec. 10. The same groups 

will perform at the Grotto. The orchestra 

concert was Dec. 11 and included all of the 

orchestra groups and included a mixture 

or classical and holiday music. The band 

programs Winter Concert was  Dec. 12. The 

Troubadours will perform for a Gateway 

Area Business Association social on Dec. 

12. The three Jazz Bands’ first competition was 

Dec. 14 at Reynolds High School.  The Winter 

Concert for choir was split into two nights, 

with the Troubadours, Chorale, and Advanced 

Treble Choirs who performed on Dec. 16, and 
Men’s Choir, 
Treble Choir and 
Concert Choir  
performed on 
Dec. 17. Concert 
Choir played 
more classically 
oriented music, 
while the 
Chorale Choir 
played more pop 
contemporary 
music.

 
“All choirs have 
shown a great 
improvemen t 
since the 

beginning of the year,” said choir director 

Christopher Silva, “It’s great to have so many 

singers involved, with around 300 kids in all 

the choirs, which is about 10 percent of the 

school’s population.”

“It’s great 
to have so 
many singers 
involved, with 
around 300 
kids in all the 
choirs, which 
is about 10% 
of the school’s 
population.”
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Principals office canned

Film festival scholarship available

DECEMBER 20, 2013

Choir gathers Christmas 
spirit

The 2013 Youth Film Festival showcase and award ceremony was held at the 

Hollywood Theatre in northeast Portland on May 2. All three winning high 

school groups were from Grant High School.              

KENNEDY BERTELSONstaff reporter

Freshmen Crystal Tanovan and Valerie Nguyen unloading boxes of canned food to be counted in the student 

council room. David Douglas collected around 3600 can in Can the Principal.         

SAGAL HADAFOWstaff reporter

ANGELA NGUYENstaff reporter
 Student filmmakers will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their skills at the 8th Annual YOUth FILM Project at the Hollywood Theatre in Northeast Portland this spring, presented by the Multnomah Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section. “The YOUth FILM Project allows students to show off their creativity, knowledge, and skills by producing a short film on civics issues for the opportunity to win awesome prizes,” states theyouthfilmproject.org.  With the support of the Multnomah Bar Foundation as part of Community Law Week 2014, the project invites student filmmakers to showcase their talents. A registration form is available for submition at theyouthfilmproject.org, along with resources about the theme of the contest. This year’s theme explores “American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters.”	 This year’s theme also offers 

five possible topics to choose from, along with a list of elements. The short film along with registration should be submitted and emailed no later than March 21, 2014 to theyouthfilmproject.org. Films are to be judged on how well the topic is expressed, the film’s creativity, technical skills, and educational significance. 
	 Help on the film is available through an attorney mentor program that can be accessed at the end of the registration form, and must be completed by Jan. 10, 2014. This consists of a volunteer lawyer and student filmmakers working simultaneously by answering questions regarding the law and theme, and planning with organization.  To participate, teams must have no more than five members, a theme topic, and two elements. Rules and guidelines are available on the registration form. The form along with a CD-ROM, must be sent to the Multnomah Bar Association. Prizes will be awarded to winning teams in different categories.

This season’s canned food drive, organized by Student Council, enlisted the entire school’s help to “Can the Principal” by donating canned foods to all second or sixth period classes in an effort to help the Celtic Heart. The food drive began on Nov. 18 and continued through Dec. 6. The goal was to “can” the principal’s office. The three classes with the most donations won a pizza party. The second goal was to restock the Celtic Heart pantry, which serves  David Douglas families in need. Student Council members went from class to class and tallied each sixth period class. First place was English teacher Michele Powelson’s class; second place was PE teacher Kelly Holboke’s class; and band teachers Jennifer and Tom Muller’s class took a close third.The total number of cans collected was approximately 

3,600.
There was an interesting twist this year. David Douglas was competing against Centennial High School to determine which school could collect the most cans. Centennial won the battle.All “Can the Principal” proceeds will benefit David Douglas students directly. All canned food will replenish the Celtic Heart’s pantry. “Can the Principal” was also paired with the “Warm Socks for Cold Feet” drive. This drive asked students to donate warm clothing,  such as socks, shoes, gloves, scarves and other winter clothing. All the clothing was donated to families in the David Douglas School District. “I feel that the food drive was a success,” said activities director Eric Wadsworth. “I know it’s hard to donate, but every little bit helps someone in the Douglas community. I would like to thank everyone who participated. We are grateful for their efforts. It feels good to give if you are able.” 

 The Concert Choir performed  in the Singing Christmas Tree performance at the Keller Auditorium on Dec. 17.
 The 90 students were invited to sing six songs, including a medley: the chorus to “Hallelujah”, “We Wish You A Christmas”, “Ava Maria”, and “Oh Holy Night”. The choir formed a structure that looked like a Christmas tree, giving the event its name.	 “Participating in Portland’s Singing Christmas Tree Concert was an outstanding experience for each student, the choir and the program,” said choir director Christopher Silva. “It’s rare for high school students to have the experience of performing in a professional venue.  We were truly honored as a program to have been invited to perform.”

 The Singing Christmas Tree is an annual event held at the Keller Auditorium since 1962. The event includes over 300 singers made up of youths and adults, with special guests on each performance night. The performances ran just over two hours long, and were held on Nov. 30, and Dec. 1, 6, 7, and 8.	 “There is something for everyone, young, or young at heart,” states singingchristmastree.org

	 For juniors and seniors graduating the spring of 2014 or 2015, a 

$10,000 scholarship is up for grabs. 	 Hosted by the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 

(FIRE), students interested must answer why free speech is impor-

tant at our nation’s colleges and universities and discuss how cen-

sorship of student speech is incompatible with higher education.

 The essay contest is open to only juniors and seniors of the 

2013-2014 school year. Those students are required to be United 

States citizens or permanent residents to enter and must submit an 

essay between 800 and 1,000 words. In order to successfully answer 

the essay contest question, students need to be familiar with FIRE 

and its mission. 	 FIRE’s mission to “defend and sustain individual rights” in-

cludes rights such as freedom of speech, legal equality, due process, 

religious liberty, and sanctity of conscience. 

 FIRE is a nonprofit group founded in 1999 by Alan Charles 

Kors and Harvey A. Silverglate. Kors is a professor at the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania and Silverglate is a civil-liberties lawyer in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. Both men created the group to focus on 

civil liberties in academia in the United States. FIRE’s main pri-

orities include frequent criticism of university administrators who 

violate any of the rights protected by the constitution and such in-

stances have been listed on the group’s website.
 The prizes awarded include one first place prize of $10,000 and 

one $5,000 second place prize. There are also three $1,000 runner 

up prizes and four winners will receive $500 in a drawing of the 

remaining entries. The deadline for submitting an entry is Jan. 1, 

2014.
 The 2012 winner was a Great Neck, New York senior, Mark 

Gimelstein, who won the first place prize of $10,000 scholarship. 

His essay, titled “The Audacity of Independent Thought”, argued, 

“Students must persevere to ensure that the freedom of speech is 

protected.”

Free speech scholarship also available

Highlander
Clinic offers fl u 
shots, unaffected 
by construction

KENNEDY BERTELSON
staff reporter

Grab a cup of joe 
and come with the 
Highlander as we tour 
Portland’s coffee shops.

Recently released Oregon SAT scores in 2013 show a slight decline 
in students’ participation and performance, yet scores are still above the 
national average. 

The SAT exam measures students’ knowledge in subjects including 
math, reading, and writing. Taken by more than two million students every 
year, the SAT test is used to make admission decisions, a very critical process 
for colleges and universities, and of course, the students applying.

 “The combination of high school grades and SAT scores is the best 
predictor of your academic success in college,” stated the College Board on 
their website. “It gives both you and colleges a sense of how you’ll be able 
to apply the thinking, writing and study skills required for college course 
work.” 

Students can prepare for the exam by taking SAT prep courses, reading SAT 
study books and taking practice tests online. According to the College Board 
website, SAT exam questions are researched and tested to make sure students 
from all backgrounds have an equal chance to succeed on the exam to possibly 
be admitted to a university and receive scholarships. 

When compared to the 15,858 Oregon high school senior students who 
took the SAT exam in 2012, participation rates slightly dropped to 15,718 
students, a decrease of about 45%. Oregon continues to perform above the 
national average, exceeding in all three subjects of reading, math, and writing, 
even with the slight decrease in overall scores in reading and math. The mean 
critical reading score, dropped by two points down to 516, while the national 
average was 491. The mean math score dropped by four points down to 517, 
still higher than the 503 national average. In 2013, out of the 27 states with over 
30% of students taking the exam, Oregon was ranked second in mean critical 
reading score, and sixth in both mean math and 

 David Douglas senior Octavio Her-
mosillo is kicking his way to the big 
leagues, playing soccer as part of the 
Timbers MLS Academy.
 The MLS program is a partnership 
between professional teams and soccer 
academies that allows new talent to play 
the field with the pros, and climb the 
ranks.
 Hermosillo plays attacking midfielder 
and forward on his team that practices 
three times a week at the Timbers train-
ing facility in Beaverton, OR, and Gym 
Sessions every day. The team travels all 
over the States and has been as far back 

as Florida. The two Academy teams are 
made up of approximately 25 people 
each and play other Academies in other 
states.
 More than 170 kids tried out for the 
teams which cost about $100 per indi-
vidual, the rest were recruited, including 
Octavio and his cousin Hernan. The two 
teams are split into age groups. Octavio 
plays on the older team, and hopes to 
continue playing soccer.
 Hermosillo was first All Conference 
Player Freshman and Sophomore year and 
Runner-up Player of the Year.
 “This experience has really taught me 
to grow up in many ways and it’s been 
one of the biggest accomplishments of 
my life,” said Hermosillo.

 The  school -based  hea l th  center 
continues to offer health services to 
Multnomah County youth for the third 
year running. 
 They offer routine physical exams, 
check ups, vision and dental screenings, 
mental health services, immunizations, 
age-based reproductive health care, pre-
scriptions, health education, and referrals 
for services not offered at the school to 
any student that qualifies for the services. 

On site are office 
assistants, nurse 
practitioners, cer-
tified medical as-
sistants, a commu-
nity health nurse, 
a  mental  heal th 
consultant, and an 
outreach worker.  
 “Numbers  a re 
definitely rising” 
said office manag-
er Kathy Thomp-
son. “The longer 
we’re  here ,  the 
more people know 
we’re here.” 
 T h e  S B H C  i s 
funded  th rough 
third-party insur-
ances, Medicaid, 
grants, and public 
funds making it 

possible for kids without insurance to see 
a health specialist with no out of pocket 
expenses. The center encourages youth 
with no insurance to visit the clinic and 
see if they qualify for coverage. To see 
a health specialist, an appointment is 
strongly encouraged although walk-ins 
are still welcomed. 

•Suffered from cerebral
  palsy
•Only door-to-door
  salesman for his co-
  pany; sold more than
  anyone else despite 
  his disease
•Depicted by William H.
  Macy in made-for-TV
  movie
•Recently died at 81

 12Abby’s Closet jokes
around and brings
good cheer with their 
dress drive, now on.

Health Center Info:
• Hours: MTTF: 7:45-
3:45  W: 9:45-3:45
• Free checkups and 
treatments from certi-
fi ed professionals
• Check with teacher 
before visiting health 
center on school day; 
center technically off-
campus
• Athletic checkups
• Immunizations
• Vision and dental 
screenings
• Mental health care
• Reproductive health 
care (though birth con-
trol is not offered)
• Able to connect stu-
dents with insurance

November’s typhoon in the Philippines 
has prompted millions of generous dol-

lars and countless hours 
of aid from Americans, 
but the country’s own 
cities hit by Hurricane 
Sandy just over a year 
ago have been all but 
forgotten and are still 
struggling to heal. 

Haiyan struck the Phil-
ippines,  the United 
States has contributed 
nearly $40 million to 
their  relief effort—
which is so generous. 
Americans should be 

proud that, as a country, we have been 
able to provide so much assistance and a 
sense of hope to those citizens struggling to 
overcome the complete destruction they’ve 
been faced with. Although it’s inspiring to 
see the world coming together to help the 
Philippines and to be a part of that process, 
it should bring to mind our own struggle to 
rebuild the homes and lives of the victims 

Phone companies such as Apple, Android, 
and Samsung continue to produce new, 

stylish phones before 
any one has time to en-
joy the phone they have 
recently purchased. 

that phone companies 
a re  producing  the i r 
phones one after the oth-

new features, but in reality the phone is 

Problems in U.S. should be addressed 

Constant new smartphones unneccasary

“Where is 
American 
pride in help-
ing the fami-
lies across 
our East 
Coast?”

ELLEN
VANSLYKE

“The chang-
es in these 
new phones 
are barely 
any different 
from the one 
before it.”

TONI 
CHERRY

Principals office canned

Film festival scholarship available

was an interesting twistDavid Douglas wasagainst Centennialto determine whichcollect the mostCentennial won the battle.“Can the Principal”benefit Davidstudents directly. Allwill replenish thepantry.
Principal” was alsothe “Warm Socksdrive. This driveto donate warmas socks, shoes,and other winterclothing wasfamilies in the DavidDistrict.

the food drivesaid activitiesWadsworth. “I
donate, buthelps someone incommunity. I wouldeveryone who
grateful for

good to give

Choir gathers Christmas 
spirit

KENNEDY BERTELSONstaff reporter

Freshmen Crystal Tanovan and Valerie Nguyen unloading boxes of canned food to be counted in the student 

council room. David Douglas collected around 3600 can in Can the Principal. 

 The Concertperformed  in theChristmas Tree performanceat the Keller AuditoriumDec. 17.
 The 90 studentsinvited to sing sixincluding a medley:chorus

omework should be an optional test-
prep activity, rather than a requirement 

for a student to pass a class. 
Students should have the option to do 

homework to prepare 
themselves for an up-
coming test or quiz, not 
just to fl uff their grade . 
Any student could fail all 
of their tests and do all 
the homework and still 
pass the class; that’s ri-
diculous. A student who 
aces the test should get 
a higher grade, not the 
student who wrote a few 
lines on a worksheet, 
which they could’ve 
googled. Not to men-
tion, the student could 

have just copied from another student. It’s 
not a diffi cult task. Many students take the 
opportunity to cheat. Teachers always rec-
ommend studying before a test, but why? A 
student could do all their homework and still 
make a good grade in the course. Why try if 
you can just make up the grade with home-
work? If homework was optional, students 
would have no choice but to do it and actually 
try, so they would earn a good grade on the 
quiz or test. Then their grade would refl ect 
an actual learning and understanding of the 
class material. 

Homework causes unnecessary stress 
to students should be focusing on study-
ing when needed, preparing for tests, and 
developing their social skills. They won’t 
have time for themselves if they focus 
completely on busywork assigned by their 
instructors. Doing homework should not be 
a student’s deterrent from taking an advanced 
class. They shouldn’t be afraid of pursuing 
a class they want because teachers assign 
busy work. Some students have sports and 
other school activities that can defer them 
from completing an assignment that was not 

Highlander

Tests over 
homework for 
class grade

“A student 
who aces 
the test 
should get 
a higher 
grade...”

HUNTER
DIZON

Double loss hits ChimpanZoo

Jazz Night occurred on Dec. 3 at Ron 

Russell Middle school, featuring all three 

Jazz bands (Stage Band, Jazz I, and Jazz 

II), and a middle school honor Jazz Band, 

which was formed from students in the 

three middle school’s Jazz Bands, that were 

recommended by their music directors. 

Concert Choir performed on Dec. 7 

with Portland’s Singing Christmas Tree 

at the Keller Auditorium, which included 

a Christmas tree shaped platform full of 

singers and a live orchestra. The Concert 

Choir and the Troubadours performed at the 

Capitol Rotunda in Salem at 11:00 a.m. and  

at 9:00 p.m on Dec. 10. The same groups 

will perform at the Grotto. The orchestra 

concert was Dec. 11 and included all of the 

orchestra groups and included a mixture 

or classical and holiday music. The band 

programs Winter Concert was  Dec. 12. The 

Troubadours will perform for a Gateway 

Area Business Association social on Dec. 

Treble Choirs who performed on Dec. 16, and 
Men’s Choir, 
Treble Choir and 
Concert Choir  
performed on 
Dec. 17. Concert 
Choir played 
more classically 
oriented music, 
while the 
Chorale Choir 
played more pop 
contemporary 
music.
“All choirs have 
shown a great 
improvemen t 
since the 

beginning of the year,” said choir director 

Christopher Silva, “It’s great to have so many 

singers involved, with around 300 kids in all 

the choirs, which is about 10 percent of the 

school’s population.”

“It’s great 
to have so 
many singers 
involved, with 
around 300 
kids in all the 
choirs, which 
is about 10% 
of the school’s 
population.”
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Students offer 
plant watering 
service

TONI CHERRY
staff reporter

The Everyday Living class stu-

dents are offering a plant watering 

service. They water plants for eight 

different classrooms across DDHS 

during the last “A” day of the week. 

Everyday living is taught by Na

than McGory and Instructional As

Strings II practices in the PAC. Orchestra teacher Michelle Lindberg guides her students while they 

practice. Their concert was Dec. 11, along with the other orchestra classes.   

Music department celebrates season

 as we tour 
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4

11Wrestling comes
up short in fi rst
tournement of the year.

See SAT Scores Page 12
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Double loss hits ChimpanZoo

Oregon districts to possibly receive revenue

Students offer 
plant watering 
service

TONI CHERRY
staff reporter

  With the recent deaths of chimpanzees 
Maggie and Frodo, the ChimpanZoo Club has 
paid their respects to the people behind the sanc-
tuaries and the chimpanzees coping with the 
death.
  Chimps Inc., a chimpanzee sanctuary in 
Bend, lost chimpanzee Maggie at 23 years old. 
Her cause of death was unknown, but she showed 
no signs of illness. Seven other chimpanzees are 
a part of Chimps Inc., and since most chimpan-
zees react to deaths the same way as we do, they 
tend to go through grief and hysteria.
  “Sometimes they [the chimpanzees] go off 
by themselves and do not pay attention to each 
other,” said ChimpanZoo Club advisor Eric 
Matthews.
  A memorial was given to Maggie at Chimps 
Inc., where people from all over the state were 
invited, including Matthews. The memorial had 
many speakers, including Chimps Inc. founder 
Lesley Day. The ChimpanZoo Club sent a card 
to Chimps Inc. with their condolences. 
  Frodo also passed away at 37 years old in 
Gombe National Park in Tanzania, and was the 
largest chimpanzee ever recorded at Gombe. His 
cause of death is also unknown, but he was seen 
as thin and feeble before he passed away.
 The ChimpanZoo Club will soon be going to 
the Oregon Zoo to better understand chimpan-
zee behavior through observations. The club will 
also be planning a school toy drive for Chimps 
Inc. in Bend after the holiday break. 
 

 The Everyday Living class stu-
dents are offering a plant watering 
service. They water plants for eight 
different classrooms across DDHS 
during the last “A” day of the week. 

 Everyday living is taught by Na-
than McGory and Instructional As-
sistants Olivia Helland, Jake Spencer, 
and Tamiko Foster. They help teach 
disabled students what to expect af-
ter high school, such as job skills, life 
skills, resume skills, job application 
skills, hygiene skills, TriMet train-
ing, and safety in the community. EL 
has been going on for quite awhile, 
teaching children the skills they will 
need for the future.  EL is held in the 
south building in room 213 and is 
during periods 3 and 4. On Mondays 
and Tuesdays the class travels place 
to place in or around the community 
on TriMet.  Taking the students out 
on field trip allows them to have an 
additional exposure in traveling to 
places in the community by using 
public transportation. By taking them 
to places they might not normally go, 
they are getting new experiences that 
they may face in the future.

The paired up students have a 
clipboard with their route and a lock-
er with gear inside such as a watering 
can, a rag for spills, a uniform shirt, 
and a “Next Time” slip that they 
give to the teacher as a reminder for 
the next time they will be returning. 
Plant watering is used because many 
teachers have plants in their rooms 
and it’s a quick, easy job that is not 
too messy and doesn’t usually disrupt 
a class when in session. 

Everyday Living has other tasks 
around school such as desk cleaning, 
skyline delivery, library assistants, 
and garden crew. They used to sell 
Italian Sodas during both lunches, 
but with low sales is was discontin-
ued. 

Maggie 
smiles for 

a photo 
while she 

plays 
with  toys.                      

Maggie 
passed 

away on 
Oct. 29.  

in her 
sanctuary. 

Maggie 
was 23 

years 
old, and 
passed 

away from 
unknown 

causes. 
In August 

of 2005, 
Maggie 
retired  

and 
continued 

to live 
in the 

sanctuary.

Photo by 
Chimps Inc. 

Strings II practices in the PAC. Orchestra teacher Michelle Lindberg guides her students while they 
practice. Their concert was Dec. 11, along with the other orchestra classes.   Photo by Kylie Porter

 State legislature has granted every school district in Oregon extra 
revenue from the state’s general fund proportional to the number of 
students served by the district to reduce class sizes, provide support in 
classrooms, and possibly add summer or after school activities.
 The money that David Douglas School District is expected to receive 
as strategic investment is estimated to be between $1.6 million and $1.8 
million. The final amount is expected to be confirmed by May 2015. 
The money is planned to be equally distributed throughout the district. 
However, some elementary schools are out of classroom space.
 “Even if we wanted to add more teachers at the elementary level, we 
can’t add any because there are no classrooms,” said Superintendent Don 
Grotting.
 The high and middle schools still have classrooms available for the 
new teachers to use. If teachers were to be hired at the elementary schools, 
there would need to be an expansion, which would require extra funds 
to build and furnish the rooms. While there is currently no final plan on 
how money will be spent, school administrators have been notified about 
the extra revenue and have been asked to think about where the money 

should go. 
 “The problem is, there’s not enough money to go around,” said 
Grotting.
 The money is expected to be enough to hire approximately 21 teachers 
next school year as a new teacher would cost the district around $75,000. 
However, there is no guarantee that the district will be able to keep the teachers 
after the money runs out. There will be plans made for various scenarios so 
that teachers can be hired as soon as possible after the money is finalized. The 
teachers will be hired in late spring and will start their positions the following 
school year. Also, there may be teachers retiring at the end of the school year, 
meaning that the district may be able to hire more new teachers than currently 
planned. 
 Since the money may only come once, any new programs added may 
face discontinuation after the money runs out at the end of the next school 
year.
 “I’m hopeful and optimistic that in the next biennium, that the legislature 
would see this extra money that they gave us and be be able to say ‘hey, 
they really needed that money,’ so the next time they go to fund education, 
they would bring the funding up to include the amount of money that we’re 
spending,” said Grotting. “The precarious part of this is that it’s one-time 
money.”

Music department celebrates season
 Winter is an eventful time for David 
Douglas’ Music Department.
 Jazz Night occurred on Dec. 3 at Ron 
Russell Middle school, featuring all three 
Jazz bands (Stage Band, Jazz I, and Jazz 
II), and a middle school honor Jazz Band, 
which was formed from students in the 
three middle school’s Jazz Bands, that were 
recommended by their music directors. 
 Concert Choir performed on Dec. 7 
with Portland’s Singing Christmas Tree 
at the Keller Auditorium, which included 
a Christmas tree shaped platform full of 
singers and a live orchestra. The Concert 
Choir and the Troubadours performed at the 
Capitol Rotunda in Salem at 11:00 a.m. and  
at 9:00 p.m on Dec. 10. The same groups 
will perform at the Grotto. The orchestra 
concert was Dec. 11 and included all of the 
orchestra groups and included a mixture 
or classical and holiday music. The band 
programs Winter Concert was  Dec. 12. The 
Troubadours will perform for a Gateway 
Area Business Association social on Dec. 

12. The three Jazz Bands’ first competition was 
Dec. 14 at Reynolds High School.  The Winter 
Concert for choir was split into two nights, 
with the Troubadours, Chorale, and Advanced 
Treble Choirs who performed on Dec. 16, and 

Men’s Choir, 
Treble Choir and 
Concert Choir  
performed on 
Dec. 17. Concert 
Choir played 
more classically 
oriented music, 
while the 
Chorale Choir 
played more pop 
contemporary 
music.

 “All choirs have 
shown a great 
improvemen t 
since the 

beginning of the year,” said choir director 
Christopher Silva, “It’s great to have so many 
singers involved, with around 300 kids in all 
the choirs, which is about 10 percent of the 
school’s population.”

“It’s great 
to have so 
many singers 
involved, with 
around 300 
kids in all the 
choirs, which 
is about 10% 
of the school’s 
population.”
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Principal’s office canned

Film festival scholarship available
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Choir gathers 
Christmas 
spirit

The 2013 Youth Film Festival showcase and award ceremony was held at the 
Hollywood Theatre in northeast Portland on May 2. All three winning high 
school groups were from Grant High School.              Photo courtesy mbabar.org

KENNEDY BERTELSON
staff reporter

Freshmen Crystal Tanovan and Valerie Nguyen unload boxes of canned food that were later counted in the Stu-
dent Council room. David Douglas collected approximately 3,600 cans to “Can the Principal.”     Photo by Alexis Blasier

SAGAL HADAFOW
staff reporter

ANGELA NGUYEN
staff reporter

	 Student	 filmmakers	 will	
be	 given	 the	 opportunity	 to	
demonstrate	their	skills	at	the	8th	
Annual	YOUth	FILM	Project	at	the	
Hollywood	 Theatre	 in	 Northeast	
Portland	this	spring,	presented	by	
the	Multnomah	Bar	Association’s	
Young	Lawyers	Section.
	 “The	 YOUth	 FILM	 Project	
allows	 students	 to	 show	 off	 their	
creativity,	 knowledge,	 and	 skills	
by	 producing	 a	 short	 film	 on	
civics	 issues	 for	 the	 opportunity	
to	 win	 awesome	 prizes,”	 states	
theyouthfilmproject.org.	
	 With	 the	 support	 of	 the	
Multnomah	Bar	Foundation	as	part	
of	Community	Law	Week	2014,	the	
project	invites	student	filmmakers	
to	 showcase	 their	 talents.	 A	
registration	 form	 is	 available	 for	
submition	 at	 theyouthfilmproject.
org,	 along	 with	 resources	 about	
the	 theme	 of	 the	 contest.	 This	
year’s	 theme	explores	“American	
Democracy	and	the	Rule	of	Law:	
Why	Every	Vote	Matters.”
	 This	year’s	theme	also	offers	

five	possible	topics	to	choose	from,	
along	with	a	list	of	elements.	The	
short	 film	 along	with	 registration	
should	 be	 submitted	 and	 emailed	
no	 later	 than	 March	 21,	 2014	 to	
theyouthfilmproject.org.	Films	are	
to	be	judged	on	how	well	the	topic	
is	 expressed,	 the	film’s	 creativity,	
technical	 skills,	 and	 educational	
significance.	
	 Help	 on	 the	 film	 is	 available	
through	 an	 attorney	 mentor	
program	 that	 can	 be	 accessed	 at	
the	 end	 of	 the	 registration	 form,	
and	must	be	completed	by	Jan.	10,	
2014.	This	consists	of	a	volunteer	
lawyer	 and	 student	 filmmakers	
working	 simultaneously	 by	
answering	questions	regarding	the	
law	and	theme,	and	planning	with	
organization.	
	 To	 participate,	 teams	 must	
have	no	more	than	five	members,	
a	theme	topic,	and	two	elements.	
Rules	and	guidelines	are	available	
on	 the	 registration	 form.	 The	
form	 along	 with	 a	 CD-ROM,	
must	 be	 sent	 to	 the	 Multnomah	
Bar	 Association.	 Prizes	 will	 be	
awarded	 to	 winning	 teams	 in	
different	categories.

This	 season’s	 canned	 food	
drive,	 organized	 by	 Student	
Council,	 enlisted	 the	 entire	
school’s	 help	 to	 “Can	 the	
Principal”	 by	 donating	 canned	
foods	 to	 all	 second	 or	 sixth	
period	classes	in	an	effort	to	help	
the	Celtic	Heart.	

The	 food	 drive	 began	 on	
Nov.	 18	 and	 continued	 through	
Dec.	 6.	 The	 goal	 was	 to	 “can”	
the	 principal’s	 office.	 The	 three	
classes	 with	 the	most	 donations	
won	 a	 pizza	 party.	 The	 second	
goal	 was	 to	 restock	 the	 Celtic	
Heart	pantry,	which	serves		David	
Douglas	families	in	need.	

Student	 Council	 members	
went	 from	 class	 to	 class	 and	
tallied	 each	 sixth	 period	 class.	
First	 place	 was	 English	 teacher	
Michele	 Powelson’s	 class;	
second	 place	 was	 PE	 teacher	
Kelly	 Holboke’s	 class;	 and	
band	 teachers	 Jennifer	 and	Tom	
Muller’s	class	took	a	close	third.

The	 total	 number	 of	 cans	
collected	 was	 approximately	

3,600.
There	was	an	interesting	twist	

this	 year.	 David	 Douglas	 was	
competing	 against	 Centennial	
High	School	to	determine	which	
school	 could	 collect	 the	 most	
cans.	Centennial	won	the	battle.

All	 “Can	 the	 Principal”	
proceeds	 will	 benefit	 David	
Douglas	 students	 directly.	 All	
canned	 food	 will	 replenish	 the	
Celtic	Heart’s	pantry.	

“Can	the	Principal”	was	also	
paired	 with	 the	 “Warm	 Socks	
for	Cold	Feet”	 drive.	This	 drive	
asked	 students	 to	 donate	 warm	
clothing,	 	 such	 as	 socks,	 shoes,	
gloves,	 scarves	and	other	winter	
clothing.	 All	 the	 clothing	 was	
donated	to	families	 in	 the	David	
Douglas	School	District.	

“I	 feel	 that	 the	 food	 drive	
was	 a	 success,”	 said	 activities	
director	 Eric	 Wadsworth.	 “I	
know	 it’s	 hard	 to	 donate,	 but	
every	 little	bit	helps	someone	 in	
the	Douglas	community.	I	would	
like	 to	 thank	 everyone	 who	
participated.	We	 are	 grateful	 for	
their	efforts.	It	feels	good	to	give	
if	you	are	able.”	

	 The	 Concert	 Choir	
performed	 	 in	 the	 Singing	
Christmas	Tree	performance	
at	the	Keller	Auditorium	on	
Dec.	17.
	 The	 90	 students	 were	
invited	 to	 sing	 six	 songs,	
including	 a	 medley:	 the	
chorus	to	“Hallelujah”,	“We	
Wish	 You	 A	 Christmas”,	
“Ava	Maria”,	and	“Oh	Holy	
Night”.	The	choir	formed	a	
structure	 that	 looked	 like	a	
Christmas	 tree,	 giving	 the	
event	its	name.
	 “Participating	 in	
Portland’s	 Singing	
Christmas	Tree	Concert	was	
an	 outstanding	 experience	
for	 each	 student,	 the	 choir	
and	 the	 program,”	 said	
choir	 director	 Christopher	
Silva.	 “It’s	 rare	 for	 high	
school	students	 to	have	the	
experience	 of	 performing	
in	 a	 professional	 venue.		
We	 were	 truly	 honored	 as	
a	 program	 to	 have	 been	
invited	to	perform.”
	 The	 Singing	Christmas	
Tree	is	an	annual	event	held	
at	 the	 Keller	 Auditorium	
since	 1962.	 The	 event	
includes	 over	 300	 singers	
made	 up	 of	 youths	 and	
adults,	 with	 special	 guests	
on	each	performance	night.
	 The	 performances	 ran	
just	 over	 two	 hours	 long,	
and	were	 held	 on	Nov.	 30,	
and	Dec.	1,	6,	7,	and	8.
	 “There	 is	 something	
for	 everyone,	 young,	 or	
young	 at	 heart,”	 states	
singingchristmastree.org

	 For	juniors	and	seniors	graduating	the	spring	of	2014	or	2015,	a	
$10,000	scholarship	is	up	for	grabs.	
	 Hosted	 by	 the	 Foundation	 for	 Individual	 Rights	 in	 Education	
(FIRE),	students	interested	must	answer	why	free	speech	is	impor-
tant	at	our	nation’s	colleges	and	universities	and	discuss	how	cen-
sorship	of	student	speech	is	incompatible	with	higher	education.
	 The	 essay	 contest	 is	 open	 to	 only	 juniors	 and	 seniors	 of	 the	
2013-2014	 school	 year.	 Those	 students	 are	 required	 to	 be	 United	
States	citizens	or	permanent	residents	to	enter	and	must	submit	an	
essay	between	800	and	1,000	words.	In	order	to	successfully	answer	
the	essay	contest	question,	students	need	to	be	familiar	with	FIRE	
and	its	mission.	
	 FIRE’s	 mission	 to	 “defend	 and	 sustain	 individual	 rights”	 in-
cludes	rights	such	as	freedom	of	speech,	legal	equality,	due	process,	
religious	liberty,	and	sanctity	of	conscience.	

	 FIRE	 is	 a	 nonprofit	 group	 founded	 in	 1999	 by	Alan	 Charles	
Kors	and	Harvey	A.	Silverglate.	Kors	is	a	professor	at	the	Univer-
sity	 of	 Pennsylvania	 and	 Silverglate	 is	 a	 civil-liberties	 lawyer	 in	
Cambridge,	Massachusetts.	Both	men	created	the	group	to	focus	on	
civil	 liberties	 in	 academia	 in	 the	United	 States.	 FIRE’s	main	 pri-
orities	 include	 frequent	criticism	of	university	administrators	who	
violate	any	of	the	rights	protected	by	the	constitution	and	such	in-
stances	have	been	listed	on	the	group’s	website.
	 The	prizes	awarded	include	one	first	place	prize	of	$10,000	and	
one	$5,000	second	place	prize.	There	are	also	three	$1,000	runner	
up	 prizes	 and	 four	winners	will	 receive	 $500	 in	 a	 drawing	 of	 the	
remaining	 entries.	The	 deadline	 for	 submitting	 an	 entry	 is	 Jan.	 1,	
2014.
	 The	 2012	 winner	 was	 a	 Great	 Neck,	 New	York	 senior,	Mark	
Gimelstein,	who	won	 the	 first	place	prize	of	$10,000	 scholarship.	
His	 essay,	 titled	 “The	Audacity	of	 Independent	Thought”,	 argued,	
“Students	must	 persevere	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	 freedom	 of	 speech	 is	
protected.”

Free speech scholarship also available
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced 
Journalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  
Visit our website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://
highlander.ddouglas.k12.or.us/.  Phone: 503-261-8303. The 
Highlander has a circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the Gresham 
Outlook. DDSD Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS Principal: 
John Bier.  Opinions expressed in The Highlander are not neces-
sarily those of the district or high school administrations.  The 
Highlander reserves the right to withhold Letters to the Editor it 
deems inappropriate.  
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7. A 8. D 9. C 10. A 11. D

Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999, 2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 2011 with 
“Special Merit” and “Best Sports Section,” 2012 with “Special 
Merit” and “Best Opinions Section,” and 2013 with “Special Merit” 
and “Most Outstanding Newspaper.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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1. How many Christ-
mas cards are sent 
in the US?
a. 400 billion
b. 60,000
c.  3 billion 
d. 150 million

2. How long have 
Christmas trees 
been selling in the 
US?
a. 163 years 
b. 200 years
c. 20 years
d. 600 years

3. How long does it 
take for Christmas 
tress to grow? 
a. 4 years
b. 10 years 
c. 20 years
d. 15 years

4. What was the fi rst 
state to offi cially 
recognize Christmas 
as a holiday? 
a. Oregon
b. Alabama
c. New York
d. California

5. In what year did 
(answer above) rec-
ognize Christmas? 
a. 1836
b. 1850
c. 1960
d. 1721

6. Who is Santa 
Cluas based off of?  
a. Fat white guy
b. I don’t know
c. St. Nikolas
d. Santa is REAL!

7. What is the best 
selling single of all 
time? 
a. White Christmas
b. Single Ladies
c. Santa Baby
d. Winter Wonder-
land

8. How many Christ-
mas tree farms are in 
the US?
a. 15,000
b. 150,000
c. 1 million
d. 21,000

9. How many Christ-
mas trees where 
planted in 2008?
a. 100,000
b. 1 million
c. 45 million
d. 6 million

10. How many real 
Christmas trees are 
sold reach year? 
a. 30-35 million
b. 100-150 thousand 
c. 15 million
d. 40.5 million

11. When was the 
fi rst Christmas 
stamp postage is-
sused in the US? 
a. 2000
b. 1900
c. 1950
d. 1962

Customer not always right

Let’s see—where’s the safest unsafe 
place to cross this street.”

MY TURN

ALEXIS
BLASIER

Oregonian friend of East County

Bluntly
Honest

Jazzmen Griffi n

“Ever since I started 
working at McDon-
ald’s eight months 
ago, I couldn’t help 

but notice how 
disrespectful the 
customers are to 

the servers.”

What Do 
You Know 

About
Christmas?

Award winning 
arts not praised in 
The Highlander

Do we offer enough?

Happy Holidays!

BluntlyBluntlyBluntlyBluntlyBluntlyBluntly
Honest
Happy Holidays!

Bluntly

 I’ve always heard that 
working retail and fast food is 
one of the hardest things to 
do because of the customers, 
and I cannot agree and more 
because of the recent experi-
ences I have had.
 Ever since I started work-
ing at McDonald’s eight months 
ago, I couldn’t help but notice 
how disrespectful the custom-
ers are to their servers. I get 
being a little upset if we forget 
something in a persons bag, 
but that doesn’t give them the 
excuse to return to the store in 
an immature rage. Some cus-
tomers talk to the employees in 
a manner that makes me think 
they were raised by wolves.
 Don’t get me wrong, there 
are plenty of people that talk 
to us in a respectable manner 
and they realize that we are not 
perfect, which I greatly appreci-
ate. Then I see these people 
who blow things way out of 

proportion. I do not believe that a 
burger is something that should 
cause so much turmoil in my life 
or the customer’s.
 On Nov. 15 I was working 
graveyard and these two female 
adults came through the drive-
thru, and they had asked for 
three extra sauce packets, which 
would be a total of 75 cents. 
They expressed their feelings for 
this extra charge with extremely 
harsh language. The passenger 
proceeded to get out of her car, 
spit on my general manger, and 
punch her repeatedly. Surpris-
ingly, actions like that are not 
uncommon. The amount of oc-
curances like this are ridiculous. 
 I don’t understand  how 
someone can be so blatantly dis-
respectful. Here’s some food for 
thought: I get that we are there to 
serve you and make sure your 
visit was a pleasurable one, but 
that is not a reason to act like we 
are a personal punching bag. 

 The Highlander would 
like to congratulate The Or-
egonian for its commitment 
to a series of reports to be 
titled “Broken Promises,” 
chronicling the years of 
broken promises made by 
several mayors and city 
councils to the residents of 
East Portland.
 The Oregonian  knows 
it: Our streets are without 
sidewalks or even shoul-
ders. Some of our streets 
aren’t even streets—just 
mud and gravel. Our bou-
levards are without enough 
crosswalks. Then there 
are the countless parks all 
around East Portland left 
unkept. Beech Park is one 
of them. It’s a park without 
swings, benches, soccer 
fi elds; it doesn’t  even have 
a path. Sadly, Beech Park 
isn’t the only East Port-
land park left neglected for 
years.
 And how many of us 
have to be killed before city 
offi cials realize that we also 

need more crosswalks and 
sidewalks? Meanwhile, the 
Westside enjoys an over 
whelming amount of abun-
dant green space, parks with 
playgrounds with swings, 
parks with benches and soc-
cer fi elds. Westside parks 
even have ponds. All this, 
even though East Portland 
makes up one-quarter of 
the city’s total population 
and one-third of the city’s 
children. Yet, we claim less 
than one-tenth of Portland’s 
developed park space. 
 How did it happen 
that we became forgotten? 
We realize that we are not 
as rich as the Westside, but 
that doesn’t mean a com-
munity should be deprived 
of parks to play at or side-
walks to walk on. Hope-
fully The Oregonian will 
shine light upon the broken 
promises that our city of-
fi cials have made over the 
years. Voices that need to 
be heard may possibly be 
heard.

 All throughout my el-
ementary and middle school 
years all I did was read. Ev-
ery second of everyday you 
could fi nd me with my nose 
in a book, but I’ve come to 
realize that as I got older and 
technology became more 
available I’ve began to stop 
reading. This saddens me 
because when I look at my 
little sisters I rarely see them 
reading most of the time 
they’re on their phones or 
iPods. 
 I feel that the new gen-
erations will never know what 
its like to read a good book, to 
feel the pages, and smell the 
old paper. They’ll never know 
what its like to walk through 
a library and read the sum-
maries of ten different books 
before fi nally fi nding the right 
one. The new technology we 
have is a good thing but at 
the same time it cold ruin our 
new generations. Reading on 
a device like a Kindle or iPad 
just isn’t the same. Getting 
the awesome stimulant of 
hearing about girls and their 
friends, or knights in shining 
armor, or even people gong 
through some rough times 
just takes people to another 
world. Sometimes that world 
could be better than the real 

one, books are an escape, 
a magical place to run off to 
whenever you feel you need 
to get away. 
 Growing up if I didn’t 
have these places to escape 
to I don’t know how I would’ve 
made it through. Books saved 
me and gave me a special 
place and the new kids of 
today will never get to experi-
ence this. These children will 
never have an escape from 
the real world this in itself is 
torture and probably not very 
healthy mentally. Having no 
way to escape from reality is 
hard to think about. 
 It’s almost like the book 
Fahrenheit 451. It’s about 
books being against the law 
and burning the owners of the 
books houses and sometimes 
the owner with them. Technol-
ogy has taken over and it’s 
weird to go on walks and think 
that in a few years from now 
we wont have books. The sto-
ry of Fahrenheit could be the 
future of this world if we don’t 
do something about. So take 
away the iPad, iPod, Kindle, 
cell phone, and TV from the 
younger generation and hand 
them a book instead, even if 
it’s only for an hour this could 
really help their development 
and imagination. 

“...the new generation 
will never know what 
it’s like to read a good 
book, to feel the pages, 
and smell the old 
paper”

Dear Editor,
 The Highlander , like any 
other high school news pa-
per writes about  the typical 
events at David Douglas. We 
get monthly updates on sports, 
opinions and a fair amount of 
outside world knowledge; but 
I have yet to see articles on the 
‘artsy’ side of Douglas. Things 
like the marching band, choir 
and art classes seem to be 
unusual to see in our news-
paper. Did you guys write 
an article about whose are 
pieces were in the state fair? 
Have you considered writing 
about musical performances 
or interviewing the soloists? 
Douglas is a diverse school 
with many awards in the pre-
forming arts and regular arts. 
Publishing more stories about 
the arts at David Douglas will 
greatly recognize the accom-
plishments and give readers a 
more inside view, motivation 
to learn more about our out-
standing programs.

Sincerely, 
Anonymous Sophomore  

Dear Editor,
 I believe that the school 
needs to have a broader ho-
rizon on world languages 
offered as a class. We have 
Spanish, French, and Ameri-
can Sign Language, but as a 
student how far will that take 
me? What about the ones that 
will help when it comes to 
high-end job searching, like 
German, Thai, or Chinese? 
More so will it help me reach 
out to my diverse community 
at school or to my family? If 
this is something the school 

board would rather push 
aside because of budget cuts 
and lack of teachers then 
maybe they should look a 
bit deeper to fi nd an ultimate 
solution.

Sincerely, Sophomore Miss 
We-need-more-languages

Too cool for 
school—spirit?
Dear Editor,
 The last couple of 
years our school spirit has 
gone down. Students attend 

games, but what are they real-
ly there for? They don’t cheer 
for our team anymore, in 
fact they only cheer for them 
when they are doing good. 
And when our team isn’t do-
ing so wee, the students shout 
out negative comments. We 
should be cheering on our 
team, not discouraging them. 
Why come to the games if 
all you’re going to do it start 
fi ghts and shout out negative 
comments to our team?

Sincerely, 
Sophomore Annmarie 
Nguyen

??



Students face a barrage of stress 
on a day-to-day basis, and this 

stress level inten-
sifi es during the 
holiday season.
   First off, it’s im-
portant to know 
that stress isn’t a 
bad thing. Stress 
is a body’s natu-
ral way of han-
dling situations 
that are perceived 
to be threatening 
or upset balance. 
The only thing 
that really deter-

mines if stress is negative or positive 
is how an individual views it. Stress 
can motivate one to work harder 
and overcome challenges, yet too 
much stress and constant levels of 

Stress can aid or hinder studentsPOINT
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Thanksgiving 
for blessings

COUNTER-POINT

Black Friday,  
best holiday

WHAT
THINK?
do you

“Yes. They 
should get rid 
of it because it 
is bad for the 
environment.”

-Sophomore
Devin Byrd

“No. Fossil fuels 
are useful to us.” 

-Sophomore
Alexis 
Simmons

Fossil fuels not only source of energy

Should fossil 
fuels be 

abolished?

Children know forgiveness, love
With a Cup 
of Tea

Kathryn Jacobson

“It is not what we 
have or perceived 
to be but how we 
live that matters.”

“No. A lot of 
things won’t be 
the same if we 
abolish them.”
-Sophomore
Brittanie 
Hudson

Spending two hours every Mon-
day and Wednesday after 

school teaching elementary school 
children sounds quite easy to some 
people. For me, however, I found 
myself fearing the concept simply 
because I didn’t know how to act 
around children in fi rst through third 
grade. Little did I know they would 
change the way I looked at life. 
 I found myself volunteering at 
Gilbert Park Elementary School’s 
SUN Program as a volunteer for the 
Type to Learn class. It was fi tting for 
me: a writer in her natural habit of the 
keyboard. This eased the fear I had 
of messing up and looking unintel-
legent in the eyes of the students. 
 I should not have been con-
cerned from the start. Children 
have almost a sixth sense of 
perception and understand-
ing. Their growing minds are 
keen on kindness and accept-
ing a person for who they are.  
 I remember saying to a 
student after I misheard her, 
“Teacher’s are not perfect. 
We mess up just like you.” 
 Her eyes widened in shock 
and she exclaimed, “No way!”  
 I have fallen in love with what 

The amount of fossil fuels being burned is 
destroying the environment and may end 

up in the destruction of life on Earth, although 
there is many other ways of creating energy.
     Fossil fuels are made of dead animals that 

lived millions of years ago. 
These fuels are seen as oil, 
gas and coal. Gas and oil are 
used in millions of cars in 
the world. Each one pollutes 
20 to 25 pounds of toxins 
for every gallon of gas used. 
These toxins are covering 
the earth with a blanket 
that is heating the planet. 
There are many other ways 
to create energy and we’re 
not using them to the fullest.
  Among the ways to create 
energy is hydropower. This 

is harnessing the power of flowing water to 
turn turbines and create energy. Dams are 
created on rivers to slow down water flow 
and create hydropower, but it weakens the 
ability for fish to get upstream. This damages 
the fish’s environment as well. I don’t fully 
support the use of dams because of the 
wildlife effect, but its still a great idea. There 
will always be consequences to our actions. 

Black Friday is probably the best 
holiday in November. It’s the 

only day where waiting in line for a 
week and camping outside of your 
favorite big box retailer is deemed 
okay by society. With savings of over 
50 percent, why not wait in line? 

Yes, team members, 
associates, or em-
ployees, depending 
on the retailer of 
choice, have to work 
on Thanksgiving, 
but most of us vol-
unteered and were 
receiving overtime. 
Team members are 
treated with respect 
by employers, so 
why not take advan-
tage that Target is 
open at 8pm Thurs-
day to do a 3am Tar-

get run? Black Friday is the kick off 
for the holiday shopping season which 
provides a much needed boost to our 
economy. It provides over 300,000 
jobs to Americans who have repeat-
edly asked for them. What if things 
are marked up and then marked down? 
This is part of the game. Just don’t ruin 
it for the families of the retail worker 
who depend on the overtime to make 
ends meet and those who enjoy the 
rush of saving money on much wanted 
items.

“Stress is 
a body’s 
natural way 
of handling 
situa-
tions...”

KILEY
PORTER

“There 
are many 
other ways 
to create 
energy...”

ISAIAH
MORTENSEN

“It pro-
vides over 
300,000 
jobs to 
Ameri-
cans...”

JOSE 
LOPEZ DEL-
GADO

children represent and who they are. 
They represent forgiveness, empathy, 
love, and innocence. One of the days 
I was teaching, many of the students 
were calling each other names and 
blaming each other for who started it. 
 “It doesn’t matter who started it,” 
I said to them. “It matters that you for-
give and that it won’t happen again.” 
 Not even twenty minutes lat-
er, I saw them all talking and be-
ing kind toward each other. They 
had forgiven and moved on. They 
acted maturely. Adults and teenag-
ers should follow the example of 
children instead of holding to such 
grudges. They aren’t worth the time. 
 Children come in all different 
shapes and sizes with unique ideas 
and dreams. Each one voices their 
thoughts as an individual. They do 
not know the impurities in life. They 
know how to love life even though all 
they have are the simplest things. We 
all can learn from children the most 
powerful gifts of all: forgiveness, love, 
joy, and kindness. These gifts are not 
just for the holidays as many utilize 
them for. No, they are for everyday 
use. It is not what we have or per-
ceived to be but how we live that mat-
ters.

    Wind power is my favorite way to create energy. 
Using the wind to turn a turbine to create energy 
is used as an energy source. People can buy 
wind turbines, but they don’t come cheap. David 
Douglas has a turbine and solar panels located 
near the south building. I think it’s great that David 
Douglas is thinking greener since its the biggest 
school in Oregon and makes a lot of pollution.
     Solar power is another form of energy people 
can buy for their homes. Solar panels collect the 
energy from sunlight and convert it into energy. 
This is a great substitution from fossil fuels. It 
can simply be put on a roof and make energy.
     We are lucky to have a planet to live on with 
so many different resources. We, as a species, 
can’t use just one of the alternative resources. 
We need all of them. One thing I noticed is that 
the planet is very power hungry. Humans a long 
time ago wasn’t relient on energy. We should 
depend less on energy so we don’t have to hurt 
the planet. Another thing that really bothers me 
is that people worry about other, little things 
such as the economy when the planet is being 
destroyed. The economy is important, but 
without a planet there won’t be an economy. 
It’s time that we abolish fossil fuels and start 
using the alternative energy sources to save 
the planet from this collision course with 
death.

Is standing out in the cold for hours, 
even days, worth the so called “door-

busting” deals on Black Friday? How 
can consumers justify spending their 
Thanksgiving waiting for discounts? 
It seems like every year, the wait for 

stores and malls to 
open begins earlier 
and earlier. I fi nd it 
sad that a day meant 
to be dedicated to 
giving thanks for 
all the blessings 
we have in life has 
slowly turned into 
American’s want-
ing materialistic 
items for as cheap as 
they can get them. 
This brings me to 

my next point: the deals on Black 
Friday aren’t as spectacular as they 
seem. Some stores offer discounts up 
to 50% off, yet these are only while 
limited supplies last. With hundreds 
of people running into stores as they 
open, it’s not surprising that most 
people return home empty handed. 
What most consumers don’t realize 
is that the deals on Black Friday usu-
ally aren’t the best deals during the 
holiday season. Surveys show that 
certain items’ prices drop even more 
as Christmas approaches. Regard-
less if people think Black Friday is 
worth it or not, I personally could not 
justify waiting in line and trampling 
over people for sale items, especially 
the day after giving thanks for what I 
have already. 

“I person-
ally could 
not justify 
waiting in 
line...”

ELLI
SIMOTAS

blaming each other for who started it. 
 “It doesn’t matter who started it,” 
I said to them. “It matters that you for-

thoughts as an individual. They do 
not know the impurities in life. They 

they have are the simplest things. We 
all can learn from children the most 
powerful gifts of all: forgiveness, love, 

An electric eel can re-

lease a charge powerful 

enough to start 50 cars.

The only bird who can see the color blue is the owl.

The act of chewing 

an apple is a more 

effi cient way to stay 

awake than caffeine.

Grizzly bears run as fast 
as the average horse.

The Library of Con-

gress has 600 miles 

of shelves.

Courtesy Snapple.com

high stress can take a toll on one’s 
health. Prolonged stress can cause 
symptoms in cognitive, behavioral, 
emotional, and physical ways. Most 
students are under a great deal of 
stress. Every day students are faced 
with stressors in their school and 
home life. At school, students may 
face social and academic challenges, 
and at home there may be other 
challenges such as a broken family, 
which can become even more stress-
ful during the holidays. 
    During the holiday season, many 
people feel more stress. This can be 
caused by a number of things. Feel-
ing lonely, fi nancial issues and see-
ing relatives are a few examples.
 “People in the United States 
are more likely to feel their stress 
increase rather than decrease dur-
ing the holidays,” stated Greenburg 

Quinlan Rosner in a research article. 
“The holidays can be a hectic time for 
many, and a lack of money, a lack of 
time, and the hype and commercial-
ism of the season cause increased 
stress for people in this country.”
 Though stress is inevitable, there 
are ways one can learn to cope. An 
article by Medical News Today sug-
gested some self-help tips for coping 
with stress. Some ways to manage 
and cope with stress are: exercis-
ing, having good nutrition, planning 
relaxation time, using breathing tech-
niques, talking to a friend or trained 
professional, learning to say no 
when necessary, and using relaxation 
techniques are all great ways to cope 
with stress. Another effective way to 
eliminate stress is to stay away from 
the use of drugs, including caffeine, 
and alcohol.
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Common Grounds 
4321 Southeast Hawthorne Boulevard
Portland, OR 97215
(503)-975-7879

Public Domain
603 Southwest Broadway
Portland, OR 97205
(503)-243-6374

Rain or Shine Cafe
5941 Southeast Division Street
Portland, OR 97206
(503)-946-8081

Facade: 
Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:
Originality:

Facade: 
Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:
Originality:

Facade: 
Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:
Originality:

Facade: 
Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:
Originality:

Facade: 

Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:

Facade: 

Menu:
Prices:

Facade: 

Coffee (drink) Quality:
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Cafe Delirium
308 North Main Avenue
Gresham, OR 97030
(503)-666-2002

Renaissance Cafe
1710 Southeast 122nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97233
(503)-255-2434

Common Grounds 
4321 Southeast Hawthorne Boulevard
Portland, OR 97215
(503)-975-7879

Facade: 
Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:
Originality: Facade: 

Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:
Originality:

Facade: 
Ambiance:
Menu:
Prices:
Coffee (drink) Quality:
Customer Service:

Facade: 
Ambiance:

Originality:



November’s typhoon in the Philippines 
has prompted millions of generous dol-

lars and countless hours 
of aid from Americans, 
but the country’s own 
cities hit by Hurricane 
Sandy just over a year 
ago have been all but 
forgotten and are still 
struggling to heal. 

S i n c e  Ty p h o o n 
Haiyan struck the Phil-
ippines,  the United 
States has contributed 
nearly $40 million to 
their  relief effort—
which is so generous. 
Americans should be 

proud that, as a country, we have been 
able to provide so much assistance and a 
sense of hope to those citizens struggling to 
overcome the complete destruction they’ve 
been faced with. Although it’s inspiring to 
see the world coming together to help the 
Philippines and to be a part of that process, 
it should bring to mind our own struggle to 
rebuild the homes and lives of the victims 

Phone companies such as Apple, Android, 
and Samsung continue to produce new, 

stylish phones before 
any one has time to en-
joy the phone they have 
recently purchased. 

It is no coincidence 
that phone companies 
a re  producing  the i r 
phones one after the oth-
er. Consumers instantly 
think their phones are 
lacking as soon as the 
more advanced phone 
comes out. Phone com-
panies want consumers 
to believe that they need 
the new phones with 

new features, but in reality the phone is 
not that different. 

Then there are cellular phone providers 
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Douglas students actually kind

Social issues boldly addressed by artists 

The Highlander
Should homework be 
optional, so grades 
are solely based on 
test scores?

“Macklemore and 
Ryan Lewis have 
made their social 
stance on issues 
extremely public. 
I fi nd it bold and 
impressive... ”

“Yes. Homework has 
no one around observ-
ing. Tests do.”

Wendy Reed
Rancho Cordova, CA

Tests over 
homework for 
class grade

These 
True 
Thoughts...
Tierra Johansen

Problems in U.S. should be addressed fi rst

Constant new smartphones unnecessary

“A student 
who aces 
the test 
should get 
a higher 
grade...”

HUNTER
DIZON

“Where is 
American 
pride in help-
ing the fami-
lies across 
our East 
Coast?”

ELLEN
VANSLYKE

“The chang-
es in these 
new phones 
are barely 
any different 
from the one 
before it.”

TONI 
CHERRY

“The ones 
who took their 
time to open 
a door for me 
didn’t know 
I’d publish 
this column...”

RIKKA
GUSTEY

 Macklemore and Ryan Lew-
is have chosen to impressingly 
use their newfound popularity 
as a way to make people aware 
of the problems in today’s soci-
ety.
 I have never known of such 
popular artists who take such a 
public stance on issues. 
 Racial profiling is an obvi-
ous problem in today’s society, 
but it is not something that is 
adressed so casually. Macklem-
ore and Ryan Lewis chose to 
adress the issue in their accep-
tance speech at the American 
Music Awards. There are not 
many musicians who are willing 
to take their air space on nation-
al television to tell the viewers 
how the country’s existing is-
sues cannot be ignored. 
 This is not the first time they 
have taken their national air 
space as a chance to address 
social issues. When accepting 
an award at the Video Music 

of Hurricane Sandy. Where is American 
pride in helping the families across our 
East Coast? Does our duty to aid and sup-
port after disaster end when the death toll 
is totaled and newscasts stop interrupting 
scheduled programming? The devastating 
reality is that the aftermath of the storm is 
still raging on. Nearly one-third of Madison 
Avenue strip businesses are still closed on 
Staten Island, and a local food pantry in 
Keansburg, New Jersey serves more than 
2000 citizens displaced by Sandy and strug-
gling to fi nd food monthly. 

This problem has persisted throughout 
our history. American citizens, organiza-
tions, and even celebrities have made a 
habit of sending money overseas to help 
developing countries and address promi-
nent societal issues. While it’s easy to see 
the compassion and admire the selfl essness 
of these actions, it’s hard to understand 
why Americans are so much more eager 
to aid, for example, the constant hunger of 
children in underdeveloped African coun-
tries, while thousands of children in our 
own communities go hungry every night. 
The issues within our communites should 

be more obvious than those on international 
levels, since they can be seen personally 
everyday. However, it seems like citizens 
have become blind to our own issues and 
begun fostering the relief of those same 
issues in foreign countries instead. I rec-
ognize it’s important to help to effi ciently 
expedite the development of those areas of 
the world that struggle to provide a pros-
perous place for citizens to thrive, but we 
need to make that process a priority in the 
United States as well.

By no means should we extinguish 
international service programs, especially 
in times of severe need as seen in the 
Philippines. These organizations are es-
sential to the survival of many countries 
and their populations, and they still only 
begin to make a dent in the issue leaving 
nearly half of the world’s children living in 
poverty and at least 80 percent of humanity 
struggling to make ends meet on less than 
10 dollars a day. Clearly assistance is still 
necessary worldwide. However, it’s worth 
thinking about whether or not we are put-
ting enough time and effort into our own 
needs as a country.

Misinformed, ignorant students from other schools say 
negative comments about our school and the students 

that attend it, but I have recently had 
experiences that have made me think dif-
ferently

During cross county, I ended up with 
a stress fracture in my lower tibia that had 
me on crutches for weeks. Even though 
I’ve been leaving class fi ve minutes early, 
I’d still fi nd myself engulfed by students 
hurrying to get to their next destination 
during passing time. I was surprised that 
even if they were hurrying to their classes, 
students would take their time to let me 
through the thick crowd by moving out of 
my way and opening doors for me. It only 
took a few seconds out of their day to do 
something nice to someone, and it made 

my day that students were willing to help me. 
I’m glad this is a community where the majority of people 

aren’t careless about what others are going through. I’d like to 
give out a huge thank you to all those people who aren’t selfi sh. 
The world’s at a state where everyone is worried about them-
selves, and it’s nice to see that there is still faith in humanity.  

The ones who took their time to open a door for me didn’t 
know that I’d publish this column in the newspaper. I don’t think 
they would’ve anticipated how much it actually meant to me. 
Of course I stumbled upon a few people who just barreled past 
me, but the people who actually cared made up for them. 

May I ask you a simple favor? Just do something nice for 
someone today. It might not be a lot, but just a simple smile may 
mean a lot. You never know how much it could mean becuase 
everyone is fi ghting their own battles.

who will give their customers a discount on 
these fl ashy phones, but they must sign a 
contract that ties them to the phone for an 
extended period of time. So, if consumers 
want the newer phone, they have to buy 
out of the contract and pay at least 300 for 
a new phone. Money is just being thrown 
away within this system.

The phone companies make it almost 
impossible for people to get attached to 
their phone because they put out a new one 
so often. The changes in these new phones 
are barely any different from the one before 
it. I am not that impressed that the phone 
can now come in new colors, yet the phone 
is advertised as this revolutionary object. 
They use the fact that everyone seems to 
want the newest thing against people, but 
it is time to realize no one ever really will 
have the best in technology. Having the 
feeling of having the best phone out there is 

only going to last a couple months because 
of all the new phones produced.

It is bothersome to buy a phone just 
to know in a few months there will be 
an updated version. The customer has to 
download all their apps or and certain 
programs that they already had. When 
buying a new phone customers take the 
chance of losing important data. Updates 
are obviously unavoidable, but they do not 
need to happen so often. They can’t all be 
bigger, better, and faster if they continue 
to change or redesign a phone or case so 
soon. They shouldn’t make it where you 
have to buy a whole new phone just for 
one little program or update. Give people 
time to enjoy their phone and be happy. 
They bought it because it is disappointing 
to know that if they would have waited just 
a couple more months they could’ve had an 
even better phone.

Awards, they took to the stage 
and addressed the injustice to-
wards same sex couples as they 
were winning an award for their 
song Same Love that is about 
same sex couples being socially 
accepted and treated equally. 
 Macklemore and Ryan Lew-
is have made their social stance 
on issues extremely public. I find 
it bold and impressive that Mack-
lemore and Ryan Lewis are not 
afraid to go ahead and say what 
needs to be said, regardless of 
the repurcusions. We live in a 
society with free speech for a 
reason, right? I know that other 
musicians who are in the start of 
their popularity would not want 
to do something so valiant. 
 Macklemore and Ryan 
Lewis have recently been nomi-
nated for a Grammy. I can’t help 
but think if they win that award, 
that we might be seeing another 
acceptance speech that will be 
spreading a public message. 

Shannan Healey Cavin
Portland, Oregon

“No. So many people 
don’t test well.”

Homework should be an optional test-
prep activity, rather than a requirement 

for a student to pass a class. 
Students should have the option to do 

homework to prepare 
themselves for an up-
coming test or quiz, not 
just to infl ate their grade 
. Any student could fail 
all of their tests and 
do all the homework 
and still pass the class; 
that’s ridiculous. A 
student who aces the 
test should get a higher 
grade, not the student 
who wrote a few lines 
on a worksheet, which 
they could’ve googled. 
Not to mention, the 

student could have just copied from another 
student. It’s not a diffi cult task. Many students 
take the opportunity to cheat. Teachers always 
recommend studying before a test, but why? 
A student could do all their homework and 
still make a good grade in the course. Why 
try if you can just make up the grade with 
homework? If homework was optional, stu-
dents would have no choice but to do it and 
actually try, so they would earn a good grade 
on the quiz or test. Then their grade would 
refl ect an actual learning and understanding 
of the class material. 

Homework causes unnecessary stress 
to students should be focusing on studying 
when needed, preparing for tests, and de-
veloping their social skills. They won’t have 
time for themselves if they focus completely 
on busywork assigned by their instructors. 
Doing homework should not be a student’s 
deterrent from taking an advanced class. They 
shouldn’t be afraid of pursuing a class they 
want because teachers assign busy work. 
Some students have sports and other school 
activities that can defer them from completing 
an assignment that was not neccassary for 
them to do. If a student needs extra time to 
do these busy work assignments for practice, 
that is when they should fi gure it out and 
coordinate their time well enough to pass 
their classes.  

Homework is unneccesary for students 
like me who are able to understand the mate-
rial without extra homework and busy work. 
I think the extra work is a fantastic option for 
the kids who need it, but I do not think that this 
extra work should be such a large portion of a 
grade. Tests should be the larger majority of 
the grade to prove an understanding.
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‘Hollow’ on facts but promising

‘Wolf Children’ a treasure

Barry Lyndon isn’t exactly 
reviled, but if any Kubrick produc-
tion is a lost masterpiece, it is this 
opulent adaptation of an obscure 
Thackeray novel.
 No director besides Welles 
or Hitchcock is as worshipped as 
Kubrick. While technically unsur-
passed, his notoriously detached 
stamp irks many, and while I’m no 
anti-Kubrickian, my preference lies 
with Andrei Tarkovsky, his more 
diffi cult but humane foreign coun-
terpart. Nevertheless, Lyndon is a 
treasure.
 The titular Irishman rises and 
falls in 18th century society, secur-
ing a fragile position through ser-
vice, gambling, and seduction, only 
to collapse by abusing his stepson, 
loving his biological one, and hitting 
the bottle. He’s kind of a scoundrel, 

as the narrator makes clear, but the 
same narrator overlooks Lyndon’s 
tender mercies. 
 Nietzsche said that people 
were nature’s detour to arrive at a 
few great men and get around them, 
and that quote can’t escape my 
head when watching this fi lm. The 
narrator is historical prejudice itself, 
recording the events of a life, fi nding 
which narrative fi ts, and looking at 
the man in that lens only. It’s alien-
ating, sad, and even reminiscent 
of Camus’ The Stranger, where 
protagonist Meursault commits a 
senseless murder and a lack of 
apparent emotion leads him to be 
labelled incorrectly as a sociopath.
 Barry’s even less loved than 
his fi lm, and every move leads to an 
experience that keeps the cynicism 
going. He is not to be pitied for his 
story, but for how leaving it in hands 
like these tragically disservices 
every moment he’s had and every 
emotion he’s felt that doesn’t fi t well 
enough with where the narrator 
knows he’ll end up.

Color
Mono
English
184 minutes
IMDb (Internet Movie 

Database): 8.1

REEL
LIVES

‘Barry’ underloved
CAMEREN LEE 

COMING
 PORTLAND
DECEMBER

to

•Disney Junior Live
•Moda Center
•Dec. 3, 7:00 p.m.

•The Roadshow Tour
•Moda Center
•Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m.

•ZooLights
•Oregon Zoo
•Through Jan. 5, exc. 
Dec. 24-5; 5-8 p.m. 
M-Th/5-8:30 p.m. F-S

•The Polar Express
•Glendoveer Golf Course
•Tomorrow, 5:30PM

•MONSTER JAM 
@ Moda Center,

Feb. 15-16

•HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS
@ Moda Center, Feb. 22 

•CHAMPIONS SERIES 
TENNIS

@ Moda Center, Feb. 27
 

save 
these
dates

“...if any Kubrick pro-
duction is a lost master-
piece...”

      

YOU BE
JUDGE

“No, because 
Walker was 
too big and 
important to 
the franchise.” 

-Senior
Cindy ReSue

Should “Fast & 
Furious” drive 

on without 
Paul Walker?

“I think that 
they should 
keep going.” 

-Senior
Will Gass

“Yes, 
because 
they’ve kept 
making 
memorable 
movies.” 

-Senior
John Harris

WHO SAID
LINE?

that

“Why’d you have 
to nuke the whole 
building?” 

•Technically a 
Christmas movie

•(There are much 
better quotes, but 
they’re not school-
appropriate)

•Is it just me, or 
were Bruce Willis 
movies better when 
he had hair?

November’s Answer: 

“Bonnie and Clyde” (1967)

in

the

“A 
rightfully 
recognized 
gem.”

ANGELA
NGUYEN

“Yes, as long 
as they have 
a hot replace-
ment.” 

-Junior
Alina 
Balbatunala

As a heartrending, inspirational tale, Wolf 
Children Ame and Yuki expresses the genuine 

nurture of a family with a whole new fascinating 
perspective on how a family of three can overcome 
their ups and downs.
 Protagonist college student Hana finds herself 

falling in love with a mysterious 
man that covertly attends her 
class. He’s a wolfman, and he’s the 
last descendent of his tribe. She 
acknowledges him regardless and 
gives birth to two wolf children 
named Ame and Yuki, who are 
exactly like two sides of a coin.
 It’s revealed that he was found 
dead years later, leaving Hana 
alone with the two wolf children 
whom she is devoted to raising 
by herself. Hana realizes how 
remarkably demanding it is to 
raise her children without reveal-

ing their identities, and she becomes ambivalent 
towards raising them as humans or wolves. 

 The whole story felt like a fairy tale, albeit a 
unique and exceptional one. Takagi Masakatsu’s 
score is moving and exhilarating, with memorable 
tunes that add melancholy, yet uplifting colors. 
While the art style is simple, careful viewing is 
rewarded by clear attention to detail.

Wolf Children has been positively received, 
winning prestigious awards in Japan. It’s worthy, 
but it’s important to note that director Mamoru 
Hoshida isn’t a new figure; he worked as character 
designer on landmark 1990s anime Neon Genesis 
Evangelion, and his last directorial effort, Summer 
Wars, received oodles of acclaim. Hoshida’s come 
a long way since directing Digimon: Adventure.
  Wolf Children may sound like a typical fairy 
tale, but with its heartening melodies, clean anima-
tion, and creativity in characters, it deserves more 
serious consideration.  It’s a rightfully recognized 
gem, and it is inspiring that an anime feature not 
affiliated with Pokémon, Dragon Ball, or Studio 
Ghibli is receiving so much attention and as much 
if not more love than anything the others have put 
out lately.

Fox’s Sleepy Hollow has abducted 
over 10 million viewers, entrancing 

them with the series’ supernatural 
fl avor.

 The series, while 
o c c a s i o n a l l y 
h i s t o r i c a l l y 
incorrect,  can 
double as a studying 
tool—or reminder 
to  s tudy—for 
Co l l ege  U .S . 
History students, 
as it touches on 
topics such as 
the lost colony 
of Roanoke, the 
Boston Tea Party, 
and Paul Revere’s 

midnight ride.
 The series revolves around 
Ichabod Crane, a revived Revolutionary 
soldier and Abbie Mills, a lieutenant for 
the Sleepy Hollow Police Department, 
in their quest to stop the Headless 
Horseman, the first of the Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Along 
their way, they encounter various 

monsters that are hardly colonial 
legends. Sleepy Hollow is less of a 
“modern retelling” of Washington 
Irving’s 1820 short story than a messy 
but interesting crossroads between a 
superfi cial familiarity with the original 
and a supernatural potpourri with a 
Biblical bent; antagonist Moloch is 
a pagan god from the Old Testament 
and the Book of Revelation fi nds itself 
intertwined in the plot.
 It also has a recurring theme of 
destiny and facing reality. In “Sin 
Eater,” Ichabod overcomes his past 
regrets as Abbie did in “The Sandman”. 
While these episodes serve as a tool for 
character development, they resonate 
with a message of accepting reality 
instead of avoiding it. The theme of 
destiny is insultingly obvious, with the 
lines “it seems that our destinies were 
intertwined” being grossly overused.
 While the first season has its 
fair share of fi ller episodes, they are 
entertaining, despite blatantly being 
no more than little spaces for character 
development. The fi llers are usually 
used to introduce characters, like in 

“For the Triumph of Evil” or in the 
case of “John Doe”, to fill up one 
hour of a viewer’s life with some 
entertainment.
 Alongside a plethora of plot 
holes, which are most noticeable in 
the pilot episode, Sleepy Hollow is 
weak at building a decent plot. Each 
episode follows a rigid exemplar of 
problem, quest, and conclusion with 
few plot-moving elements sprinkled 
in between. Instead of obvious fi ller 
and one-episode crawls through the 
plot, it would be more engaging 
to throw more curveballs, multi-
parters, and cliffhangers, and to make 
necessary fi ller more thoughtful and 
less blatant.
 In addition to the plot holes, 
the series bends history to fi t with its 
needs. Apparently, Lachlan Frederick 
was a Founding Father, witches were 
executed during the Revolutionary 
War, and Ichabod Crane is an Oxford 
history professor. While Sleepy Hollow
is far from perfect, there’s a reward that 
keeps fans powered on Mondays, and 
the show has real potential.

“The show
has real
potential.”

ANDREW
NGUY



Boys’ basketball drops 21 on Aloha

HUNTER DIZON
staff reporter

RIKKA GUSTEY
staff reporter
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Sam Redwine-Hixson

Kennedy Englegau

Sophomore Charles Jones goes up for a basket during practice before 
their 66-45 win against Aloha High School.                Photo by Hunter Holmes

ISAIAH MORTENSEN
staff reporter

Ariana Kukors, a swimmer  
who  participated in the 2012 Beijing 
Olympics and who currently holds 
a world record in the 200-meter 
individual medley, paid a visit to the 
high school on Nov. 22.

Kukors grew up in Auburn, 
WA with her older sister Emily who 
infl uenced her to begin swimming at 
age fi ve. David Douglas swim coach 
Jim Bowe coached both sisters in their 
early years. They maintained contact 
even after Bowe moved to Portland. 
Kukors talked extensively about goal 
setting, overcoming adversity, and 
the power behind self-talk. 

“Setbacks can be good, 
depending on how you react,” said 
Kukors. 

Her advice to athletes is to make 
a “dream board” covered with images 
of goals they want to accomplish, 
achieve or own someday. They 
should choose they love, that make 
them feel encouraged, inspired, 
strong, and confi dent. 

“Make sure to look at that 

board every day,” 
she said. She 
also suggested 
repeating one 
positive statement 
every day. Say 
it out loud and 
believe it. An 
example would 

be “I am a winner” or “I inhale 
confi dence and exhale fear.” 

“The most important thing of 
all is to believe in yourself,” said 
Kukors. 

Swim team members and 
selected members of varsity programs 
attended the clinic.

“At the age of fi ve, I came up to 
my mom and told her I will be in the 
Olympics someday,” said Kukors. 
“She didn’t laugh or discourage 
me, but instead she told me that it 
wouldn’t be easy and will require 
hard work. She believed in me.”

 ‘Ariana was the kind of person 
that was always thinking big and had 
a lot of perseverance,” said Bowe. 
“She was always trying to be the 
best in the nation, not just the Seattle-
area.”

KUKORS

The girls swim team had a successful home meet against Greshman, winning 
155-55 on Thursday, Dec. 12.                                                        Photo by Hunter Holmes

Impressive offence allowed 
the Scots to defeat the Aloha 
Warriors on the first home game 
of the season, 66-45. 
 Douglas won the tip-off, but 
the Warriors scored first. After 
being fouled, 6-foot guard Sirgo 
Palmore made a point at the free 
throw line. A three-pointer by 
6-foot guard Lamariea Taylor 
led  Douglas 4-2. Douglas later 
tied it up 8-8. After another five 
points by Aloha, Douglas was 
fouled and 6-foot-4 post Dwight 
Dew made two more points at 
the free-throw line. Aloha led 
Douglas into the second period, 
13-17.
 The second period started 
with a Warrior two-pointer. 
Douglas made five points before 
Aloha scored again. Douglas 
scored 15 points, four from fouls 
and a three-pointer from 6-foot 
guard Charles Jones. Douglas 

ended the half 
in the lead, 33-
24

   Douglas came 
out strong in 
the third period 
with two two-
pointers from 
Palmore and 
Jones, as well 
as a three-
pointer from 
Taylor. Aloha 
made a two-
pointer before 
6-foot guard 
Hunter Davis 

missed, but went back up with 
the ball and made the shot. 
Aloha added six more points 
before the third period ended 
with Douglas winning, 48-37. 
Douglas scored first in the 
fourth period with a jump shot 
by Palmore. Many fouls were 
made by both teams. Aloha got 
the final two-points before the 
final buzzer.

 The main cinderblock 
construction work of 
the Aquatics Center is 
finished and the roof 
of the will begin taking 
shape next week. A 
hole for the form of the 
actual pool will be dug 
up in about a month. The 
estimated opening of the 
pool building will be in 
July. 

 The Tams dance team 
will be holding state 
tryouts the first week back 
from winter break. Because 
of recent openings in the 
team, there are around four 
spots looking to be filled. 
If you have any questions, 
contact Coach Kristina 
Newcomb at kannjohns@
yahoo.com

Aquatics 
Center making 
progress

Tams holds 
tryouts

Olympian visits DDHS

    The girls swim team demolished 
Gresham 115-55, at home, on 
Thursday, Dec. 12. 
    The 400 meter freestyle relay, 
led by sophomore Elizabeth Fryer, 
got fi rst. Douglas also placed third 
and fourth in the same event. The 
individual 200 meter freestyle was 
won by Fryer, with sophomore 
Arielle Louie in third, and Alana 
Pham in fi fth.
    Fryer placed fi rst in the 100 
meter freestyle.
 Douglas placed fi rst, second, 
and fi fth in the 200 meter medley 
relay. 

Freshman Fernanda Rodriguez 
won the 200 meter intramural 
race. Douglas also placed third 

and fourth in 
the event. 

In the 50 
meter freestyle, 
the Scots placed 
fi rst, third, and 
fi fth.

In the 100 
meter butterfl y, 
the girls placed 
fi rst, fourth, and 
fi fth. 

A majority 
of the girls took 
fi rst place in 
their event.

“Fernanda 
Rodriguez stood out because 
she got the best times in her 
swimming career,” said Jim 
Bowe. “The girls are doing really 
well this year.”

David Douglas 
Dad’s Club

It will soon be time to treecycle 
your old christmas trees.

TREE
RECYCLING

Where: 130th  and Market
When: December 28th & 29th  

  January 4th & 5th

8am-4pm 
Cost: $5 Pick-Up or Delivery

PALMORE

FRYER

RODRIGUEZ

TAYLOR

Girls’ swimming dominates Gresham 



Boys outswim Gophers
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Girls’ basketball short by two to Madison

Wrestling falls short at fi rst tourny

BELLA GUYNES
staff reporter

Junior Brandon pins down a Century High School wrestler, at the Dec. 6th 
home tournament.                                                 Photo by Kennedy Bertelson

HUNTER DIZON
staff reporter

BELLE SMITH
staff reporter

Coach Mike Costello directs the girls’ basketball team in a time out that fol-
lowed a Madison go-ahead rally.                   Photo by Anglela Nguyen

An
Average
Joe’s View
Jose Lopez Delgado

“Bringing with it 
new adventures 

and many 
Opportunities”

Night with Scots kicks off season

JV 

JOSE LOPEZ DELGADO
sports editor

NELLY SILVA
BASKETBALL

GLANCE
MHC
at a

.

HIGHLANDER’S
JV PLAYERS

OF THE
MONTH

Redistricting 
brings changes 
to MHC

Joe’s View
Jose Lopez Delgado

ELIJAH SIMS
WRESTLING

SARAH BRADBURY
staff reporter

 A n  e x c i t i n g  t i p - o f f  t o 
the  baske tba l l  season  took 
place Nov. 29th, as Night with 
The Scots took the crowd by 
storm.
 Both the Girls’ and Boys’ 
Vars i ty  t eams  came  ou t  to 
play as well as some fun and 
interesting guests. The Little 

Dribblers were there to show off 
their moves during half time, as 
well as a game that involved an 
athletes and a partner of their 
choice to move throughout a 
few challenging obstacles with 
their legs tied together. 
 There were multiple scrim-
mages throughout the course of 
the night, as the Scots showed 
off their skills, and excitement 
for the upcoming season.
 

 Lots of fouls cost the girls basketball team a close win against 
the Madison Senators, 56-54, on Dec. 10 at home.
 The Scots won the tip-off with 5-foot-7 guard Zariah Tor-
regano making both free throws after a foul. A rebound was caught 
by 5-foot-8 forward/post Kennedy Englegau, passing to 6-foot 
forward/post Audrey Frison for a jump shot. The first quarter of 
the game ends with aggressive defence and steals from the Scots, 
scoring 14-20.
 Fouls from the Scots keep them from catching up to the Sena-
tors as the second quarter ends with a score of 25-35. A jump shot 
was made by Frison from a pass by 5-foot-3 guard Anna Troung. 
Madison continues to score, but a pass made by 6-foot-2 forward/
post Gennah Schoen allowed 5-foot-6 forward/post Taylor Ramirez 
to make a jump shot. Strong man-to-man defense had Madison 
unable to pass for most of the quarter, ending the score with 34-
43.
 The final quarter starts with Schoen scoring within the first 30 
seconds. Madison scores again, and Torregano makes a layup to 
tie the score 51-51, but then makes a free throw to get the Scots 
ahead. The teams eventually tie again, 54-54, with Madison scor-
ing once more and finishing the game, 54-56.
 “We didn’t play four good quarters,” said coach Mike Costello. 
“We probably played two good quarters.”

In the United States, all but 
10 states have the highest paying 
job being a sports coach.
 While I am all for spend-
ing money on luxury items, and 
why not have a rivalry or to, we 
shouldn’t be paying so much 
money to coaches or even players 
for that matter.
 Sports are great, they have 
the power to bring together whole 
communities, and they provide a 
way for each community to show 
off, and see who is the best, but 
to pay $200 million dollars in total 
payroll to the players alone is ab-
surd. There are school out there 
that are run down, and in need 
of a major make overs, but here 
we are spending tons of money 
for something that while fun and 
exciting it definitely does not war-
rant that much being spent.

 Twenty-four states have the 
highest paying job as a football 
coach, that’s about 48% of the 
states. As a society we need to 
shift our focus to something that 
really matters and something that 
is effecting us as a society as a 
whole.
 We need to set priorities, I 
know that school is state funded, 
but why can’t the private industry 
help with educating our society.
        Money talks, and are we 
really going to allow the outside 
world to believe that all Ameri-
cans care about is football and 
basketbal l .  Many Americans 
complain about the fact that 
other countries are beating us 
in the race for the top, well lets 
look at our priorities and compare 
that to the priorities of the other 
nations.

 The Gresham Gophers 
haven’t been on top of the 
MHC since 2007, but they are 
on track to change that.
 It all began in 2012-13, 
when they fi nished 15-9 over-
all, and 4th in conference. This 
year they off to a 2-1 running 
start this season.
 Their goal is to finish 
within the top 3. Gresham has 
a couple of players that are 
measuring between 6-foot-5 
and 6-foot-6 puting them a 
big advantage over the confer-
ence.
 The players to watch this 
season include but not limited 
to, Ryne Deyoe, Ben Bach-
man, Grady Walker, Mason 
McCoy, and Devin Hardgrove; 
all these players are returning 
from last season, and large 
amounts of playing time.

Sports over priced, over-paid

    The boys swim team beat the 
Gresham Gophers at home on 
Thursday, Dec 12.
    The Scots placed fi rst, third, 
and sixth in the mens 200 meter 
medley relay, scoring 10 points in 
that event. 
    The swim team placed fi rst, third, 
and fi fth in the 200 meter freestyle 
race, scoring another 10 points. 
    In the 200 meter intramural 
race, David Douglas scored fi rst, 

second, and sixth.
    In the 50 meter freestyle race, 
the Scots scored seven points, 
placing fi rst, fi fth, and sixth. 
    In the 100 meter butterfl y, David 
Douglas scored fi rst, second, and 
sixth, scoring 10 more points.
    In the 100 meter freestyle, the 
Scots placed fi rst, third, and sixth, 
getting nine points.
 “Jonathan Merkley stood 
out because he put up some 
pretty good times-won both his 
times,” said swimming coach Jim 
Bowe.

 David Douglas lost 38-33 
against West Linn and 43-28 against 
Century at their Dec. 6 home tourna-
ment. 
 In the beginning of the meet, 
106 pound junior Brandon Thai won 
by pin over Century and by forfeit 
over West Linn, resulting in six 
points each for the Scots.  
One hundred 38 pound sophomore 
Tristin Molinari won by a pin over 
West Linn receiving six points for 
the mighty Scots. Two pins by 145 
pound senior Rick Molinari gave 
David Douglas another 12 points. 
 Concluding the meet 285 pound 
sophomore Osawaru Odighizuwa 
beat both of his opponents, one with 
a pin and the other with a decision 
over.
 With all the team’s previous 

state champions 
having graduat-
ed last year, it is 
expected to be a 
building year for 
the Scots. 
  “They [the wres-
tlers] competed well 
and are improving,” 
said wrestling coach 
Ron Holyoak. “We 
have a lot of work 
to do before the end 
of the season.”
 The Scots more 
recently took sixth 
place out of 25 

teams at the Coast Classic tourna-
ment in North Bend on Dec. 13 and 
14, where Odighizuwa placed fi rst, 
182 pound senior Thomas Ayala 
placed third, R. Molinari placed 
fi fth, and T. Molinari placed sixth 
among their weight brackets.

MOLINARI

THAI



Teachers dance at Holiday Assembly
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Abby’s Closet donates prom dresses
BELLE SMITH
staff reporter

Abby’s Closet was featured on KGW with Drew Carney’s “Out and About.”  The organization gives 
free prom dresses to students with a student body card or recent report card.        Photo courtesy Abby’s Closet

Students donate hair to Locks of Love 

KILEY PORTER
staff reporter

Resource brochures available

 Due to the many questions regarding where 
to go for help, the counseling department has 
recently developed a new resource brochure.
 Every teacher has been given a copy of the 
new brochure and has access to information and 
may share it if a student asks them a question. 
These brochures will not be distributed to all 
students, but are available in the counseling 
offi ce.
 “We would like the counseling offi ce to 
be seen as a place to get help or advice when 
needed,” said counselor Denise Riesenman.

 The counselors are busy and don’t al-
ways have the time to talk to every student 
who comes in to visit them. The brochure is a 
quick way to offer assistance to students with 
specifi c needs. The brochure provides a wide 
variety of resource contact information and has 
contacts for resources regarding: counseling, 
crisis, domestic violence, drugs and alcohol, 
food, shelter, clothing, hotlines, parenting, 
recreational and cultural activities, and  school 
contact information. 
 “We encourage all of our students to come 
in to our offi ce to see their counselor or pick up 
a brochure if they have a need or concern,” said 
Riesenman.

 Who will make the cut for Locks of 
Love, or Pantene Beautiful Lengths, at this 
year’s May recognition assembly?
 Anyone interested in donating eight to 10 
inches can contact weights instructor Kamala 
Skipper by a note in her mailbox located in 
the north offi ce, or a personal visit to her 
offi ce located in the north girls locker room. 
Annually, the school receives about eight to 
10 participants. 22 is the highest number of 
participants at David Douglas High School.
 “I like to provide the opportunity for 

our staff and students to think of others and 
donate their hair to do a good deed,” said 
Skipper.
 The process will start with choosing the 
organization the hair will be donated to, based 
on how much hair is willingly donated and 
the hair type. Once the organization is chosen 
the individuals hair will be measured so that 
the participant is comfortable with the deci-
sion before the cut is made. Shortly after the 
recognition assembly ends a stylist will style 
the individuals remaining hair. The goal is to 
have one stylist per every two participants to 
make the styling process less time consum-
ing.

11:22HLDR 4G 65%

NEW MESSAGE

 The winter SUN session starts on 
Jan. 13 with the addition of a go club.
 The go club will meet on Tuesdays 
after school to play go, an Asian board 
game that originated in China over 
3,000 years ago. Go holds the title of the 
oldest played board game in the world.
 The start of the winter SUN 
session also brings a free dinner to all 
SUN students which is served in the 
library lobby at 4:15 p.m. 

After school clubs 
resume Jan. 13

ANDREW NGUY
news editor

BILL PORTER
PORTLAND SALESMAN

1932-2013

the closet that started it all. Since 2004 
Abby’s Closet has given more than 5,000 
dresses. 
 To get a dress, all you need to do is go 
to the Gown Giveaway Event at the Oregon 
Convention Center. The 2014 Gown Give-
away Event date is not yet determined. All 
students need to do to get a dress is show 
up at the convention center with proof of 
school attendance, such as an I.D. card, or 
a recent report card. Abby’s Closet accepts 
donations all year round of formal gowns, 
wraps, and purses, mailed to the donation 
site in West Linn, OR.

 Abby’s Closet is still stuffed with 
many dresses, after forming in 2004 by 
founder Abby Egland.
 Egland was going through her closet 
and found her old prom dress, that she real-
ized could bring a still be worn by another 
girl. Her mom, Sally Egland, suggested 
that she start an organization to give free 
prom dresses to girls who could not afford 
it. Egland did just that and has been run-
ning since, with the program named after 

writing scores. “I am pleased to see that 
Oregon students continue to score well 
above the national average on the SAT,” 
stated Oregon Deputy Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Rob Saxton. “Our results 
continue to be strong and that is something 
to be proud of. However, I am disappointed 
to see the declines in performance this year. 
By 2025, we want to see 80 percent of our 
students going on to higher education or 
workforce training programs. SAT results 
are one gauge of how prepared our students 
are for college-level work.”

The Oregon Department of Education 
stated on their website that Oregon students 
who took strong courses in school (four or 
more years of English and three or more 
years of science, math, and social sciences) 
performed better on the SAT than students 
who did not. Those who took advanced 
placement, honors, or other accelerated 
courses were also shown to perform slightly 
better on the exam. The preliminary SAT 
exam (PSAT) is offered each year on the 
third Saturday of October and the preceding 
Wednesday, each school choosing one of 
these dates to test. For more information, 
visit www.collegeboard.com.

ANDREW NGUY
news editor

Elvis was in the building at the Holiday Assembly—in the form of Spanish teacher Joe Little. 
The winter formal theme, Fire and Ice, was revealed in the assembly.                Photo by Kennedy Bertelson

 Students were burning with passion for the 
teachers’ cool dance performance at the musical 
Holiday Assembly on Dec. 16.
 The assembly, emceed by junior Ethan Ar-
cher and PACE teacher Mike Costello, was initi-
ated by the national anthem, sung by “The Voice” 
contestant George Horga Jr. Horga, who also 
sang an original song to be released in his new al-
bum. Afterwards, Pennies for Patients represen-
tative Lisa Weber commended the student body 
for their efforts, which have resulted in $5,000 
of donations to local blood cancer patients over 
the past six years. The annual food drive brought 
in over 3,500 pounds of food, socks, and money 
with English teacher Michele Powelson’s class 
winning fi rst place. 
 Following the charity updates, the Trouba-

dours sang “Here We Come A-wassailing” and 
“Carol of the Bells”. Following a ball-transferring 
game between the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams, 
which the girls won, the winter formal theme, Fire 
and Ice, was revealed in conjunction with a Stu-
dent Council dance. Also revealed were the spirit 
day themes: Scot spirit, white and denim, pajamas, 
red and green, and ugly sweaters.
 Spanish teacher Joe Little, accompanied by 
various other teachers, performed an Elvis Pres-
ley impersonation.  As a fi nale, the lights were 
turned off and teachers dressed in “Tron” cos-
tumes danced to a medley of songs of past and 
present fads including “Gangnam Style”, “Crank 
That”, “Apache”, “Call Me Maybe”, “Teach Me 
How to Dougie”, “What Did the Fox Say?”, 
“Wrecking Ball”, and “Single Ladies”.
 “I thought it was a fun and festive environ-
ment for all that were involved,” said activities 
director Eric Wadsworth.
 

Driver’s Ed
Register with the 
bookkeeper now

Winter Driver’s Education 
starts January 7th 

Classes will be from 3:00 p.m.-
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays in room 

168
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