
        

      
       

PERSON OF THE MONTH

Highlander’s

The world remembers

TAYLOR SNYDER

staff reporter                                     

•Adores chocolate

• Earned a full ride volley-

ball scholarship to the U 

of P 

• Fourth consecutive year 

to provide The Highlander 

with years-worth of Letters 

to the Editor

Faculty members promote
pedal power as part of 
a Bike Challenge,
encouraging health and green habits.

Rita Agnello, mother of NYC fi refi ghter Joseph Agnello, runs her hand across the name of her son at the 9/11 Memorial.  Joseph Agnello was one of the fi rst responders at 

the World Trade Center. He was a fi refi ghter with Ladder Company 118 in Brooklyn Heights. The 9/11 Memorial is now open to the public.   Photo by Seth Wenig, Courtesy abcnews.com

KATHRYN JACOBSON

staff reporter                                       

MEET THE 2011-12 HIGHLANDER STAFF!

Football suffers a one 
point loss to Portland 
Public’s Lincoln on a penalty 
and missed extra point.

District hopes Xerox can save $750,000

See  XEROX Page 12
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 Citizens from all over the United States came 
together at ground zero in New York City to mark 
the tenth anniversary of the al-Qaeda suicide attacks 
on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on Sep. 
11, 2001.
 In place of the Twin Towers that made up the 
World Trade Center there are now two waterfall 
monuments inscribed with the approximate 3,000 
names of those who perished in the attacks. 
 Thousands came to the monument to remem-
ber, many carrying photographs of family members 
who were killed. The Brooklyn Youth Chorus also 
performed the “Star Spangled Banner” while the 
Fire Department of New York (FDNY) presented the 

colors. New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
asked for a moment of silence at 8:46 a.m. Eastern 
Time, when the north tower was hit 10 years ago.
 “This is very tremendous of them to do some-
thing like this,” stated the last survivor rescued from 
the World Trade Center, Genelle Guzman-Mcmilan. 
“It’s a decade of memories of the people who were 
lost that day.”
 Another moment of silence was held at 9:03 
a.m. when the south tower was hit. The next mo-
ment of silence was at 9:37 a.m. when the Pentagon 
was hit, and at 9:59 a.m. when the south tower col-
lapsed. At 10:03 a.m. a moment of silence marked 
the airplane that crashed into a fi eld in Shankville, 
Pennsylvania. At 10:28 a.m. the fi nal moment of 
silence marked the collapse of the north building.
 A fl ag was placed at the Pentagon on the side 

where the plane crashed. United States Navy Sea 
Chanter and Chorus with the United States Army 
Band performed “Amazing Grace” and “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic.”
 “[The terrorists] who believed the horrible acts 
of terror directed against innocence could buckle our 
knees, could bend our will, could begin to break us, 
break our resolve, did not know us,” stated Vice-
President Joe Biden, speaking at the Pentagon.
 An eight-foot wall in Shankville, Pennsylva-
nia now stands, with the engraved names of those 
who died on Flight 93. A 17-ton boulder 200 yards 
long  marks the spot where the plane crashed. The 
Johnstown Symphony Children’s Choir performed 
“America the Beautiful,” and “Let There Be Peace” 
in honor of those who died
    The total cost of the attacks was $3.3 trillion.

6-7Tragedy has struck
the David Douglas 
Community this summer with 
the deaths of students Austin 
Fisher, Ilya Porotikov, Larry Ma,
and a Cherry Park nine-year-old.  
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Boys’ water polo 
dominated Lake Oswego 
18-3 at home, giving them 
a winning 2-1 record.

After at least 20 years of unchanged pho-
tocopy procedures, the district has hired Xerox 
to replace the old Ricoh and Savin photocopy 
machines in all district schools in hopes of sav-
ing $750,000 a year in print costs.
       The printers in the district printshop have 
now been fi tted with a new online system called 
Skyline that allows teachers to send high volume 
jobs to the print shop via the internet. Teachers 
have been guaranteed that their orders will be 
fi nished and delivered to each building’s main 
offi ce within two working days. The goal is that 
at least 60 percent of all copying in the future 
will be done by the district printshot to help save 
ink.   The high school eliminated several 
old desktop printers because ink replacement 

became too costly. Xerox’s toner and solid ink 
allows more prints with less waste. The Xerox 
ink cartridges can be recycled and are smaller, 
so they are less expensive to ship and require 
less storage space. Xerox machines also use 
less energy. The district spent $280,000 on 
the new printers, but the $750,000 in savings 
should more than compensate that.
           “My hope is that following implementa-
tion everyone will happily slap their foreheads 
and wonder why we didn’t do this years ago,” 
said district communications director Dan 
McCue.
        The new online Skyline system has not 
been without its problems.  Skyline went down 
for two days at the start of the year and teach-
ers lost jobs or were unable to send them. The 
district has assured teachers that all similar 
problems will be fi xed in the near future. Each 

building’s copy machines have also challenged 
and frustrated several teachers.  They require 
a user code number, similar to a PIN, and will 
monitor each teacher’s paper and ink consump-
tion. Teacher assistants are no longer allowed 
to use any of the new copy machines.  Teachers 
can now also send photocopy orders direct to 
the Xerox machines from their classroom com-
puters, and the copy machines allow teachers 
to scan and fax, but teachers have reported 
frustration when those jobs interrupt teachers 
using the machine at the same time.
      “This is a work in progress,” said prin-
cipal John Bier. “There a few minor bugs to 
be worked out. We’re all still getting used to 
them.” 
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 staff reporter

Douglas welcomes new assistant principal

Portland Police warns teachers of theft

HUNTER HOLMES

staff reporter

DANI JONES

staff reporter

High-end drinking fountains new to school

HUNTER HOLMES

staff reporter
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Local fi re 
ninety percent 
contained

  Assistant principal Charlene 
Bassine may be new to the high 
school, but she started in the David 
Douglas School District in 1985 as a 
science teacher at Alice Ott.
 Bassine was born in 
McMinnville, Oregon, now 
considered some of the best wine 
country in the world.
 “I remember each and every 
teacher,  and I think that is why I 
have always enjoyed school and why 
I made it my career,” said Bassine, 
remembering her experiences at 
Cook Elementary.
 Bassine next became a Mustang 
at McMinnville Junior High School. 
She graduated from McMinnville High 
School, home of the Grizzlies, in 1974. 
 “I enjoyed my high school years 
because I was involved in sports 
and a lot of school activities,” said 

Bassine.
 Bassine became a Beaver when 
she attended Oregon State University. 
She went on to work for Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife upon graduation. After a 
few years, she went into the Outdoor 
School program for six and half years 
while she earning 
her teaching 
certifi cate at 
Portland State 
University.
 B a s s i n e 
taught at Alice 
Ott for 11 years, 
later to become 
an assistant 
principal with her 
degree from Portland State. Later, 
she became Menlo Park’s principal 
where she stayed for fi ve years. 
 Bassine continued on the move 
and was part of the committee that 
created the curriculum for Ron 
Russell Middle School, and became 

principal of Ron Russell for six 
years.
 “It will always be a highlight 
of my career,” said Bassine.  “The 
best part was putting together the 
staff and creating the foundation for 
a middle school that supports the 

whole student 
body in such 
a positive and 
caring way.”
 A f t e r 
working at 
every other 
school level, 
she decided it 
was time to try 
it at the high 

school. 
 “My hope is that we always 
continue to put kids fi rst and give 
every student the best high school 
experience possible.” 
 And somewhere along the way 
she got a dog named Cooper.

 As the school year progresses, 
Portland Police offi cers Steve 
Morinville and Del Stroh would 
like to remind staff and students of 
a few tips to repel crime.
 Police offi cers are out, and the 
fi nes for speeding have become 
very high in school zones. For 
every 10 MPH a driver goes over 
the 20 MPH speed limit, the fi ne 
increases, peaking at $750.00 
for speeds above 50 MPH. In the 
inaugural school week, offi cers 
around Portland ticketed over 
600 drivers for speeding and not 
obeying pedestrian right-of-way 
laws.
  A teacher’s parked car is too 
often an easy target for theft, as 
thieves know teachers will be in 
the building until at least 3:00 p.m. 
Obvious targets, such as keys, 
laptops, and purses, should be taken 
out of the car. Items that may seem 
trivial to a teacher are nonetheless  
tempting to a thief. Empty bags, 
purses, and boxes have provoked 
thieves before because they do 
not know what is in it until they 
have it. 
 DDHS security and Portland 
Police patrol the parking lots, but 

they cannot prevent every theft.
 When teachers leave a 
classroom, they should shut and 
lock the door, even for short trips. 
Cameras, laptops, and purses 
have already been stolen from 
classrooms this year by students, 
parents, and even random 
passersby.
 “We would like people to know 
that if you don’t need it for school, 
don’t bring it,” said Morinville. “If 
you do, keep it with you and know 
where it is.  If you don’t need to 
show it to anyone, don’t.”
 Any non-student or staff 
member on campus must have 
a visitor’s pass. If a teacher sees 
someone without a pass, it is 
recommended that they ask the 
person what their business is and if 
they can help. If a student sees an 
adult without a pass, they should 
report that person to a faculty 
member.
 Police offi cers are deployed 
to schools to help the staff and 
students, so if a teacher needs help 
with a student, they should feel 
free to contact offi cers Morinville 
or Stroh. They are here to help, 
but teachers should go through 
the principal fi rst, as there are 
procedures that need to be 
followed. 

Offi cers Steve Morinville (left) and Del Stroh have been assigned to the high school 
for many years, and again have reported crime, especially theft. They advice hid-
ing expensive possessions and always being cautious.        Photo by Ashley Ladley 

New assistant principal Charlene Bassine has been an educator in the district since 
1985. She started as an Alice Ott Middle School teacher, then went to  Menlo Park, 
then Ron Russell, and now the high school.     Photo by Jessica Rivera

Destroying 6,304 acres, 
the local Dollar Lake Fire 
started from a lightning strike 
the morning of Aug. 27.

So far the blaze has cost 
more than $9 million, and that 
is an increasing price due to the 
fact that the fi re is still ablaze. 
With just 90 percent contained, 
over 850 fi re fi ghters continue 
working to keep fl ames from 
Bull Run Watershed, which 
supplies Portland and several 
other communities, including 
David Douglas High School. 
Several trails and campgrounds 
have been forced to close due 
to the fi re. There have been no 
fatalities.

Governor John Kitzhaber 
toured the fi re in a helicopter, 
to observe the severity of the 
fl ames.

“They’ve got the fi re 
pinched up and it’s moving 
in a good direction,” stated 
Kitzhaber to The Oregonian.

The terrain is classifi ed 
as high diffi culty. Fire fi ghter 
safety is important so three 
precautionary medivac sites 
have been established. The fi re 
is considered to have a low 
growth potential.

There are 23 fi re engines, 
seven helicopters, eight water 
tenders, and four bulldozers 
involved in this process. The 
water tenders are used to 
transport water. 

Homeowner Mike 
McCarthy lives the closest to 
the fi re and feels that fi refi ghters 
did not respond quickly enough 
over the weekend.

“They didn’t get after it. 
It’s just a sad thing,” stated 
McCarthy to KATU News.

“I remember each and 
every teacher and 
I think that is why I 
have always enjoyed 
school and why I 
made it my career.”

 A study by charitable organization Upstream Public Health, or UPH, 
has placed two new water bottle fi llers on campus, sparking interest and 
questions among the student body. 
  The stations, built over the summer, replace two drinking fountains 
in the north cafeteria and south gym. In addition to being normal drinking 
fountains, the $1,400 fi llers incorporate a tall recess with an automatic 
sensor built in. When a bottle is placed in the recess, a nozzle above the 
bottle’s neck automatically starts a stream of water. The water is not 
straight from the pipes, but is fi ltered and cooled to the quality of what is 
dispensed from the water bottle vending machines. The water that comes 
out of the fountain below it is of the same quality.  
 As a large goal of the bottle fi llers is to prevent plastic bottle waste, a 
small digital display above the fi llers displays the number of plastic bottles 
the fi llers have prevented from going into landfi lls. As of September, the 
daily amount of bottles saved numbers in the thousands. The fi llers have 
also been installed at Alice Ott, and Floyd Light. Portland Public School 
District is also participating. 

 Also over the summer, a contest was held where students of various 
schools could submit a poster promoting tap water. The contest winner’s 
posters will be posted above the drinking fountains in October. 
 In addition to the fi llers and posters,  thousands of water bottles 
from water bottle company Camelbak are being donated to the school. 
They will be passed out this week or next, and every student will receive 
one. The bottles are designed to provide students who don’t have water 
bottles access to the fi llers and cool, fi ltered water all day long.  

All of these improvements are part of a study done by UPH, in the 
interest of better hydration by providing easier access to fi ltered water 
for students. That is the reason students took a short, anonymous survey 
in their health  classes about their water intake. The study is meant to 
promote healthy hydration, so the survey, which will be retaken at the 
end of October, will show if the fi llers  and bottles  are improving the 
water drinking habits of students when they have easy access to fi ltered 
water and water bottles to hold it in. 
 “Installing the water stations at the high school, Floyd Light and 
Alice Ott is intended to be an on the ground, practical approach to 
supporting district wellness policy changes,” said program coordinator 
Tia Henderson.
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Calligraphers awarded

College Corner helps students plan future
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Douglas 
joins  SUN 
schools

ELLEN VANSLYKE

staff reporter

The College Corner is now located in the southeast corner of the Career 

Center for student use.                                                           Photo by Tierra Johansen

TIERRA JOHANSEN

staff reporter

SkillsUSA advisor Keith Knight, shown here with junior Kevin Bui, helped student 

swin 13 gold medals, four silver medals, and nine bronze medals.  Photo by Jazzmen Griffi n

Senior 

Keegan 

Gogl, seen 

here with 

the works 

of all DDHS 

calligraphers, 

received fi rst 

place for her 

piece “I Am 

Not a Victim,” 

which also 

sold for 

$40.00 at the 

Oregon State 

Fair Aug. 26, 

2011. Senior 

Jessica 

Rivera placed 

second for 

her piece 

“Notice Me,” 

and senior 

Calia Finnell 

earned third 

place for 

her piece 

“Untitled.” 

Photo courtesy 
Maria Galati

Alumni, seniors awarded in SkillsUSA
SkillsUSA gold medal winners 
from across the nation. Winners 
from Nationals were  graduates 
Cameron McAllister, Michael 
Boyd, Cody Craun, Anastasiya 
Gubina, Josh McClure, Nicholas 
Riehl, Chloee Timmons, Amber 
Truong, Caitie Stokes, and Lauren 
White, alongside seniors Lisa 
Belgrade, Austin O’Neal, and 
Jonathon Sheriffs, David Douglas 
High School nationals contestant, 
is the currently state offi cer for 
SkillsUSA.
 “I could go on for hours about 
the pride I have for students who 
participate in the skills events,” 
said SkillsUSA director Keith 
Knight. “I take much more pride 
in all of the students who become 
successful in life.”

The high school is joining the 
Schools Uniting Neighborhoods 
(SUN) community schools 
program to serve and support 
students and their families 
by utilizing the school as a 
community center.

Parents, libraries, businesses, 
community organizations, and 
the SUN program work together 
to support students of all ages 
to not only ensure academic 
and economic success, but also 
to help create an adequate and 
healthy family environment. 

The program hosted a few 
outside agencies that held booths 
at Back to School Night as part of 
a resource fair. This gave students 
and their families a chance to 
see a side of SUN that is not as 
recognized by students. 

SUN activities and classes 
offered will differ from other 
schools. Their goal is to make it 
more student-driven and geared 
more toward what high school 
students want to see and be a part 
of. 

In other David Douglas 
schools, SUN has acted as an after 
school program for elementary 
and middle school students. 
They also offer evening classes 
for adults, parenting classes for 
teens, and even help provide 
social services to families in 
need.

“I am very excited to join 
the David Douglas team and 
look forward to serving our 
students and families,” said SUN 
coordinater CJ Mead. 

 The pen is mightier than the 
sword and a lot prettier when 
it came to students winning 
multiple awards at the Oregon 
State Fair Aug. 26, 2011. 
 Calligrapher were to submit 
75 works of art out of the 118 
entered from around the state in 
the Student Calligraphy Division. 
There were 112 winning works 
from Douglas, and three received 
highest honor.
 First place went to senior 
Keegan Gogl for her piece 
“I Am Not a Victim.” Senior 
Jessica Rivera received second 
place for her piece “Notice Me,” 
and third place went to senior 
Calia Finnell for her piece 
“Untitled.” This year’s judges 
almost doubled the amount of 
excellence awards than they gave 
out last year. Nine calligraphers 
received excellence awards from 
Douglas including junior Sarah 
Blakeman for her piece titled 
“1987-2011 Grief,” Gogl for her 
second piece entered “I Am Not 
a Test Score, Ain’t Something 

to Me,” by junior Eileen Wong. 
Senior Natashia Duncan won 
for her piece “Falling Slowly,” 
and sophomore Nhu Ngo for 
“Untitled.” Graduates Robin 
Neisig won for her piece “Cherish 
Mothers,” Anna Zhyryada 
for “Afrikan Basket,” Bianca 
Vasquez for “Yum,” and Kylynn 
Delfel for “Alice.” Four pieces 
went for sale this year and the 
artists will receive 100 percent of 
the proceeds. Rivera’s piece went 
for sale for $40.00, a non-award 
winning senior Miranda Smith 
piece sold for $10.00. Excellence 
award winners Vasquez piece 
sold for $20.00 and Delfel piece 
also sold for $10.00.
 “I was so proud of our 
students, especially those whose 
work incorporated meaningful 
and personal text that they had 
authored,” said Calligraphy 
teacher Maria Galati. “It can be 
rough for students to expose who 
they really are and what they 
really think. I believe many of 
our students were brave in their 
willingness to put themselves 
and their viewpoint out there for 
fair-goers to experience.”

 If there are any juniors, 
seniors or any other student 
interested in looking for more 
information on colleges, than the 
relocated College Corner, now in 
the Career Center, 
is indeed the place 
to go.       
 Located in the 
southeast corner 
of the Career 
Center, students 
are invited to discover what they 
never knew about colleges.
 Students will be able to 
find many different resources 
related to majors, flyers, college 
catalogs, college applications, 
and PSAT books. These are 
just a few of the many different 
resources. The College Corner 
also has information on the 
Air Force, Marines, Navy, 
Army, Coast Guard, and many 

more.  Unfortunately, the 
College Corner cannot help 
students with scholarships. 
However, the counseling office 
will continue to assist students 
about scholarships. 
 The College Corner will be 
holding an event where seven 

different Oregon 
colleges will 
come to DDHS 
on Oct. 13 to give 
students more 
information about 
each of their 

colleges. These colleges include 
Eastern Oregon University, 
Southern Oregon University, 
Western Oregon University, 
Oregon Institute of Technology, 
University of Oregon, Oregon 
State University, and Portland 
State University.
 “[It’s] a great resource 
every junior and senior should 
look into,” said College Corner 
advisor Sue Sanford.

 Nineteen students won 26 
awards in a SkillsUSA State 
Leadership and Skills Conference 
on April 9-10, 2011, with 705 
competitors from schools all over 
Oregon.
 SkillsUSA competitors 
compete in leadership and skill 
competitions and win in both 
categories, which explains why 
there are more awards than 
there are students. The David 
Douglas students who competed 
collectively walked away with 13 
gold medals, four silver medals, 
and nine bronze medals.  The 13 
gold medal winners competed 
in Kansas City with the other 

“[It’s] a great 
resource every 
junior and senior 
should look into.”
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced 
Journalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  
Visit our website and submit online Letters to the Editor at http://
highlander.ddouglas.k12.or.us/.  Phone: 503-261-8303. 
The Highlander has a circulation of 2,000 and is printed at the 
Gresham Outlook. DDSD Superintendent: Don Grotting.  DDHS 
Principal: John Bier.  Opinions expressed in The Highlander are 
not necessarily those of the district or high school administra-
tions.  The Highlander reserves the right to withhold Letters to 
the Editor it deems inappropriate.  
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Jobs Bill could break the bank

Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998 with “Special Merit,” 1999,2000, 2001 with “Special 
Merit,”  2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with 
“Special Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special 
Merit,” 2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit,” 
2011 with “Special Merit.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.

DAVID DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

What doWhat do  

          youyou  knowknow

aboutabout

“But guess 

what? 

It will get 

better.”

Facebook changes, redundant
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1. When was Barack 

Obama born?

 a) 1961

   b) 1980

 c) 1921

    d) 1976

2. What is Obama’s 

zodiac sign? 

 a) Gemini

   b) Cancer

 c) Leo

    d) Aquarius

 

3. Is Obama married?

 a) No

   b) Yes

4. At which of the 

following colleges did 

Obama studied?

   a) University of Hawaii 

 b) Columbia University

    c) U of O

 d) Yale

5. When was Barack 

Obama’s autobiogra-

phy published?

 a) 1990

 b) 1995

 c) 1985

 d) 2001

6. In 2000, what was 

Obama’s Democratic 

primary run?

 a) Successful

 b) Unsuccessful

7. In 2004, what per-

centage of the vote did 

Obama receive in the 

general election?

 a) 100

 b) 28

 c) 34

 d) 70

8. How much was the 

stimulus bill Obama 

passed to promote 

short-term economic 

growth?

 a) $986 billion

 b) $376 billion

 c) $787 billion

 d) $785 billion

9. When did Barack 

Obama deliver his 

fi rst State of the Union 

speech?

 a) April 5, 2010

 b) September 29, 2011

 c) January 27,2010

 d) July 9, 2011

10. When was Obama’s 

second book pub-

lished?

 a) September 2000

 b) October 2006

 c) August 2007

 d) December 2006

11. How many ad-

ditional troops did 

Obama commit to 

Afghanistan within 

the fi rst 100 days in 

offi ce?

 a) 100

 b) 21,000

 c) 600

 d) 10,000

  

12. Did Barack Obama’s 

parents separate? 

 a) Yes

 b) No

13. How tall is Barack 

Obama?

 a) 5’-10”

 b) 6’-11”

 c) 6’-5”

 d) 4’-10”

president

president

obama?
obama?

Make a choice: Choose happiness

“This Jobs Act’s got it all. Now, it’s my job to fi nd some-
one whose job it is to fi nd all of this money so we can 

create all these jobs!”

From the 
roots up
Natashia Duncan

“So, why fix 

something 

that isn’t 

broken?”

MY TURNMY TURN

DENNISE 

GARCIA

Dear Editor, 
 I’ve noticed lately that we de-
fi ne ourselves by odd characteristics. 
Frequently, we use our sexuality, 
ethnicity or religion to show who we 
are. But what most fail to notice is 
that we are more than the color of our 
skin or who we choose to fall in love 
with. We’re good students, excellent 
listeners and athletic! Humans are 
complicated and what is on the inside 
matters just as much as what as what 
is on the outside.

Anonymous

Dear Editor, 
 What is happening to the tradi-
tion at DDHS? I think many would 
agree that school here isn’t exactly 
what it used to be, for various reasons. 
Budget cuts, the loss of many loved 
teachers, the slight change in atmo-
sphere all play a role in what may be 
the beginning of a new life here at 
DDHS. Whether it be for the good or 
bad can only be told after time. But 
what is really essential to our school 
and what needs to be changed have 
possibly been wrongly intertwined. 
the cutbacks including the teachers 
not only changed lives of the teachers, 
but of the students as well. I person-
ally know many people that only 
came to school to see the smiling face 
of a teacher(s) who is now gone. Does 
the school board realize what they 
have done?

Sophomore
Samantha Westmoreland

Dear Editor, 
 What is with the society today? 
What happened to kids respecting 
their elders? My parents always told 
me respect was a big thing in their 
childhoods,  why can’t it be in ours? 
People have lost respect for others 
and it’s just not cool. So many people 
today respect social networking 
more than they respect their families. 
Personally I think people these days 
aren’t always thankful for what they 
have and just take it for granted. I just 
for a minute and appreciate what they 
have, even if it isn’t much.

Anonymous

Dear Editor, 
 I totally understand the fact that 
we are going broke. I understand that 

we’re getting budget cuts, but I don’t 
understand why we’re not doing 
anything to help it! I was crushed 
when I heard our AVID program 
was getting cut this year due to our 
school going broke. Why can’t we 
have fundraisers? Why aren’t we 
thinking of ways to keep our school 
together? We know the economy isn’t 
going to get any better, so why not 
help ourselves? What happens if the 
economy gets worse and we become 
even more broke? What will happen 
to our teachers? I think this is crazy, 
we need to get our heads together and 
think of ways to PREVENT this.

Anonymous

Dear Editor, 
 We all get so caught up with our 
friends, our lives and our homework 
that we forget to take some time to just 

be alone and relax. These days all of 
our stress levels are way to high. I 
think we need to remember to just 
clear our minds every once in awhile 
because it really does help. We look 
for stress relief in the wrong places. 
I think some quiet time beats aspirin 
any day.

Anonymous

Dear Editor, 
 2011 has been a hard year. I’ve 
lost 5 friends. 4 of which went to this 
school. I ask that you remind your 
readers to stay safe and live every 
day like it is their last. RIP Shiloh, 
Austin, Larry, Iiya and Shawnee.

Freshman
Sophia Solorzano

 Jobs. Unemploy-
ment. The words them-
selves can form a pit in 
the stomach. So, when 
on September 8, 2011, 
President Barack Obama 
presented the American 
Jobs Bill to Congress, 
some sort of balm was 
expected, but instead the 
pit only grew. 

The Bill? It would 
include a “Returning He-
roes” tax credit for busi-
nesses that hire veterans, 
unemployment insurance 
reform, payroll tax cuts, 
and preservation of teach-
ing, police, construction 
and fire fighting jobs 
“without increasing the 
nation’s debt.” The Bill 
would also close loopholes 
in the tax system, increase 
taxes for the wealthy, lower 
the corporate tax rate, give 
incentives to re-employ 
older workers, assist gen-
eral re-employment, lessen 
layoffs, and “Project Re-
build,” which would create 
jobs and reform Medicare 
programs. Sounds great, 

 Complete satisfaction 
with life is something not 
many have, but just about 
everyone is trying to experi-
ence at some point. Here is 
the secret: Being happy isn’t 
something we just become; it 
is ultimately a  choice that we 
make.
 More than 21 million 
American children and adults 
are affected annually by de-
pression and about 20 per-
cent of teens will experience 
teen depression before they 
reach adulthood; Something 
that in most cases is com-
pletely avoidable. You see, 
your past is in the past, and 
there is nothing you can do 
to change that, so why let it 
bring you down? It is such a 
good feeling when you are 
able to hear bits and pieces 

about those that at one point 
you associated with, and for 
once be able to smile and 
say, “Oh, that is nice.” Glad 
to know they are happy, 
because you are happy as 
well. 
 Perhaps it seems unat-
tainable now, but the truth is, 
no matter what is going on in 
your life, no matter how bad-
ly you feel right at this very 
moment, guess what? It will 
get better. Your happiness is 
in no ones’ control but your 
own. It may seem that the 
others around you are the 
source of the problem, and 
that may be, but you’ve got 
the power to change any-
thing about yourself, you’ve 
got the power to be you 
again. Take the initiative. Be 
ok.

does it not? But underneath 
all of the fl ashy rhetoric that 
would make any American 
drop to his knees in thanks, 
there’s a price tag. The act 
is asking for $447 billion 
just to get it rolling. The 
President states this should 
come from increased taxes 
for those who make more 
than $200.000 a year, but 
will it? It’s an idea that 
comes from, ironically, one 
of the wealthiest men in 
the world: Warren Buffett. 
This is not the first time 
we’ve asked the wealthi-
est ten percent to pay an 
equal share in taxes. The 
fact of the matter is, they 
still aren’t.

Meanwhile, Ameri-
cans can sit at their com-
puter screens and watch 
the U.S. debt climb into the 
trillions each second. 

If the Jobs Bill pass-
es, all of this is supposed 
to theoretically go away. 
Theoretically. Meanwhile, 
Obama’s approval rating 
remains at 42 percent—an 
all time low.  

  Social networking giant 
Myspace took a big down-
ward spiral in 2009. Everyone’s 
“friend” Tom Anderson, the 
founder of Myspace sold the 
site, and so many changes took 
place that thousands of users 
left the site and moved on to Fa-
cebook.  Facebook, once only 
available to college students 
became open to anyone and 
suddenly all the young users 
from myspace showed up on 
Facebook.  But now, Facebook 
has changed many of its origi-
nal features, and users are not 
happy.
 Personally, I think the 
changes are unnecessary. The 
site is perfectly fi ne as it is, so 
why fi x something that isn’t bro-
ken?  The day the new changes 
came out my news feed was 
“blown up” with complaints 
about the changes and more 
complaints about those who 
complained.  It seems like now 
there are some who are moving 
to Google+. In fact, I just made 
my account this morning.  But, 
I don’t doubt that in a few years 
there will be another site to rival 
Google+ and with the changes 
that are going to inevitably be 
made, another site will take over 
the users that will, inevitably 
quit.  
 What is the motivation 
behind the changes?  Do the 

people of facebook think that 
we’re restless with the same 
old thing?  All anyone really 
wants is a dislike button, but we 
still don’t get that.  Instead, we 
get lists, a play by play of what 
everyone is doing, and one 
news feed.  The play by play 
makes it easy to facebook stalk 
whoever your heart desires 
without having to undergo the 
tedious task of actually visiting 
their profi le.  Thank you face-
book, for this one feature I’m 
sure makes many users very 
happy, and has absolutely no 
one freaked out.  
 But the new cosmetic 
changes aren’t the only prob-
lem.  Facebook is getting more 
and more myspace-like with 
everyone liking things for a fi rst 
memory, a truth, a rating, or a 
confession.  It seems never 
ending, especially when it’s 
fi lling my news feed.   
 It’s obvious that Facebook 
is an addiction.  We hate the 
new site, yet we stay.  We 
complain, but we adapt to the 
new changes and move on.  It 
doesn’t look like Facebook is 
ever going to stop “improving” 
it’s site for the benefi t of its us-
ers, so I’ll stay, until I am able to 
press the little dislike button on 
somebody’s stupid comment.  
Then maybe, we’ll be happy 
once again.



 Letting the wildfires around Bull 
Run burn naturally is not a well-
planned strategy. Mt. Hood officials 
are considering giving up on trying 
to put out the wild fire around the 

North face of Mount Hood and allowing the fire to 
just naturally take its course and burn itself out. 
 If the fire bureau let wildfires burn without 
being fought, there will be no way to contain the 
fires if they go farther than what state officials 
predict. After the wildfire turns in direction, it 
will be uncontrollable and their strategy that they 
thought was perfect, will go up in smoke. 
 This kind of thinking will lead to homes being 
destroyed, work facilities in harms way, millions 
of animals in danger and their habitats burnt down. 
This master plan is not a very smart plan if thought 
all the way through. It is not logical to leave a wild 
fire burning as if it is not occurring at all.
  Oregon is known for its beautiful trees and for-
ests. Allowing wildfires to go about their business 
gives the fire permission to demolish those forests 
and everything around it, as well as everything in 
it.

 The murder of a loved one is a 
traumatizing experience for families, 
requiring most to relieve suffering 
and pain over years. Many search and 
do not find the closure they need and 

want. When the murderer is caught, put in prison, 
and sentenced to the death penalty, is watching the 
execution enough closure for an individual?
 White supremacist, Lawrence Russell Brewer, 
was executed Sep. 14, for the infamous dragging 
death of a black man, James Byrd Jr. over 20 years 
ago. Brewers’ parents and two of Byrds’ sisters were 
in attendance of the lethal injections being put in his 
body. In my eyes, watching someone be killed for 
the harm of another is unethical. I understand it can 
complete some closure for victims, but there would 
be a guilty feeling resting in my stomach. Watching 
a murder, whether it be for capital punishment or 
just a simple gang shooting is all the same. 
 No execution will compensate for the loss of a 

loved one. Supporters of public executions fall on 
both sides about the death penalty debate. Since 
America has voted to allow executions, many 
Americans believe that citizens should be able to 
see and/or hear what they have chosen. 
 Two reasons family members choose to go to 
the execution of someone who murdered a loved 
one is for closure and it is the last time and way to 
represent their loved ones. After viewing an execu-
tion, families might feel more disappointment and 
vengeance rather than closure. They ponder back 
on the situation and feel angry that they couldn’t 
do the execution themselves, or that the punish-
ment wasn’t cruel enough. Our society’s emphasis 
on happiness makes seeing distress of another 
uncomfortable.  
 If I had a daughter and she was kidnapped and 
raped, I would be heartbroken. If the murderer was 
caught, although I would feel distressed, I couldn’t 
handle watching the execution. The guilt would 
make me feel like just another witness to a typical 
murder. I would feel just as in the wrong as the one 
executed.

Wildfi res continuously burningPOINT

HARLEY JESSEN

news editor
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Facebook 
friending
solid resource

COUNTER-POINT

RUHAMA DIMBORÉ

staff reporter

Facebook 
friending not 
appropriate WHATWHAT

THINK?THINK?
do you

“No, because 

they are educa-

tors and it’s inap-

propriate. When 

students are out 

of high school, 

that would be 

okay.”

- Senior

Tanner Adrian

• Pearls dissolve in • Pearls dissolve in 
vinegar.vinegar.

• The Caspian Sea • The Caspian Sea 
is actually a lake.is actually a lake.

• The fi rst person • The fi rst person 
crossed Niagara crossed Niagara 
Falls by tightrope in Falls by tightrope in 
1859.1859.

• Over 1 million • Over 1 million 
earths would fi t earths would fi t 
inside the sun.inside the sun.

• A jackrabbit can • A jackrabbit can 
travel more than 12 travel more than 12 
feet in one hop.feet in one hop.

• It took the fi rst 
man to walk around 
the world four years, 
three months and 16 
days to complete his 
journey.

F a c t s  c o u r t e s y  S n a p p l e . c o m

“Yes. Then you 

could ask them 

for assignments 

and tell them 

ahead of time if 

you’re going to 

be absent.”

-Junior

Joci Clark

Closure or vengeance? Unethical

PAIGE DYE

staff reporter

Do you think that 
teachers and 

students should 
be friends on 
Facebook?

“Best” artist, lyrically questionable

“Not when they 

are a student, 

but when they’re 

no longer your 

students, then 

okay.”

- PACE B 

Teacher

Sue Kelsey

  In order to save these forests, officials must 
fight the fires and defend the forest. 
 Both Oregonians, and the animals they 
should protect, need trees. Trees and other plants 
throughout are necessary to the animals. It pro-
vides a safe home for wildlife, which the forest 
services say have the chance of being burned.  If 
the forests are burnt down because officials do 
nothing to stop wildfires, Oregon’s wildlife may 
become extinct. Not only will animals be harmed, 
our water will be contaminated. Oregonians could 
become sick.
  Those who work near Bull Run work so hard 
to keep others away from the facility to keep all 
the water healthy and natural. All that work will 
be flushed away if policymakers decide to let 
the wildfires continue to burn. When those who 
go on hikes, like myself, want to be surrounded 
by nature, they will be disappointed when they 
go and find themselves surrounded by rugged, 
torched terrain.
 Saving the forest and everything involved 
with the forest is what we need to do. Allowing 
wildfires to burn, killing off habitats, the animals 
living in them, and contaminating the water sup-
ply we rely on is not our main goal.

 Te a c h e r s  b e -
friending us on 
Facebook: what’s 
wrong with that? 
I often need some 

extra math help. The Multnomah 
Education Service District states that 
teachers should not be permitted to 
be friends with students on social 
networking sites such as Facebook. 
This makes no sense at all. 
  There are many benefits that 
students can gain from being friends 
with teachers on Facebook, such as 
easy access to help that is often need-
ed on a homework. Students/teachers 
Facebook friends will not only help 
student class grades, but help stu-
dents get to know teachers on a more 
meaningful level. When students are 
friends with their teachers, they will 
understand that teachers are not just 
robots in front of the room, but real 
people with real lives. If students or 
teachers don’t want their personal 
lives seen, then they can choose not 
to be Facebook friends.

T h e 
Multnomah Educa-
tion Service District 
(MESD) recently 
had teachers com-

plete an online lesson that strictly 
stated teachers should not be friends 
with students on Facebook or any 
social networking site. 

MESD is right. With teachers 
and students having inappropriate 
relationships with each other, MESD 
is taking every precaution it can to 
make sure that does not happen in 
the future. With Facebook being 
such a private site, no one can really 
say what passes between that student 
and teacher. The MESD isn’t the only 
one who thinks it’s inappropriate for 
teachers and students to be friends 
on Facebook. Governor Jay Nixon 
of Missouri signed the Senate Bill 54 
outlawing that students and teach-
ers are not allowed to be friends on 
any social networking site including 
Facebook, according to The Atlantic 
Wire. Nixon signed the bill on July 4. 
Teachers should be mature enough to 
realize that they might have pictures 
or post comments that their students 
should not see, and students should 
understand that their teacher is do-
ing the right thing by declining their 
friend request. 

 I’m not one to write about 
the celebrity world or to be 
found drowning ten feet under 
in an ocean of celebrity gos-
sip and news, but it was not all 
that long ago that MTV’s Video 
Music Awards announced Tyler, 
The Creator best new artist, and 
that is an announcement that 
has caused me some stumbling 
over enormous proverbial red 
flags of concern for our genera-
tion.
 I understand that not all 
popular music needs to have a 
deep meaning that’s going to in-
spire you to be a better person - 
Trust me,  I get that - but the lyr-
ics that are expressed through 
Tyler’s music, and the words 
that come out of his mouth are 
beyond the point of inappropri-
ately vulgar. They are truly dis-
gusting. 
 There is not one single song 
that I have heard or any individ-
ual video that I have watched, 
that hasn’t thrown the “F” word 
at me after every other word, 
which is then followed lyrics that 
even I, who cracks politically in-

correct jokes all of the time without 
thinking twice about it, do not want 
to repeat. 
 Young kids are listening to their 
iPods, throwing up imaginary gang 
signs, and singing - or rather, rap-
ping  - along to Tyler’s music, not 
thinking twice about the fact that 
maybe, singing about raping preg-
nant women and “calling it a three-
some” isn’t as funny as they think it 
is. 
 Is this really the man - along 
with the others in his group, Odd 
Future -  who our generation is idol-
izing and granting the title of Best 
New Artist to? Especially in popular 
hip hop and metal culture, but not 
limited to, similar messages and 
extremities are expressed in the 
lyrics that are produced by various 
artists and have been for years. 
But, for a group with such strong, 
bluntly, messed up messages that 
are portrayed in their every word, 
lyric, and video, their popularity - 
their honorable title is a concern to 
me. It is not okay to act the way 
that these people do, so why is our 
society idolizing it? What has be-
come of our generation? 

JAZZMEN GRIFFIN

staff reporter

know?know?
YOUYOU
DidDid
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“It is not okay to act 
the way that these 
people do, so why is 
our society idolizing 
it?”

Inhale, 
 Exhale

Aislinn Carson
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 David Douglas High School suffered three tragic 
losses over the summer break with the deaths of 
three students, Austin Fisher, Ilya Aleks Porotikov, 
and Larry Ma.
 Ma was only 18 when he came to the end of 
his short life, having just graduated last year. He 
was found shot to death on July 20, just south of 
the high school, on southeast 135th and Sherman 
Street. His vehicle was found crashed through the 
fence of a local home. Ma’s body was found in 
his Mercedes sports car. The vehicle had multiple 
bullet holes. Portland Police reports the shooting 
does not appear to be gang related. A candle-light 
vigil was held at Ma’s home for friends and family. 
Ma’s family then held an 11-hour viewing on July 24 
at Omega Funeral Home and another on July 25. 
 “Larry will always be someone I remember 
because he always had a smile on his face and 
nice things to say,” said dance teacher Lynnette 
Valasqez. “People loved Larry because he always 
made them feel good about themselves.”
 Ma was active in the DDHS dance program for 
approximately three years. He also took hip hop 
classes and was in the Break Dance Club.
 “I will always remember Larry for his sense of 
humor, his ability to make the class into a community, 
and his love for life,” said English teacher Kim 
Crosby. “His laid back style, his kindness to others, 

his time in the David Douglas School District and 
enjoyed the P.E classes the high school had to 
offer. 
 “I remember Austin as a silly goose who 
was warm hearted, lovable, and perfect to get 
along with.” said close friend and freshman Katie 
Hulscher, “He will be missed by myself and many 
others.” 
 A vigil was held at David Douglas High 
School’s Anthony Palermini Stadium at 8:00 p.m. 
on Aug. 17. A nearly full stadium of students and 
family wore Fisher’s favorite color, red, to honor 
his memory. 
 “I will remember Austin as a kid who lived a life 
full of zest and zeal,” said social studies teacher 
Chad Reeves. “The energy that he possessed was 
truly contagious to others.” 
  The district also mourns another lost student. 
Nine-year-old Angelica Fisher was a third grader 
at Cherry Park Elementary School who tragically 
drowned in the surf at Cape Lookout State Park on 
July 4 around 10:30 a.m. Angelica was fl oating on 
an infl atable toy when she went under.
 There are Facebook memorial pages dedicated 
to all three DDHS students. Friends and family are 
posting memories, quotes, and photos. All three 
pages have over 1,000 “Likes” and more than 
1,000 posts. 
 “It is always upsetting when any child dies,” 
said principal John Bier. “But when you lose three 
from your school, it is a real tragedy.” 

Tragic loss of three DDHS Tragic loss of three DDHS 
students brings peers togetherstudents brings peers together 

TIERRA JOHANSEN AND HARLEY JESSEN

staff reporter and news editor
and his awareness of diversity brought out other’s 
true personalities. He never wasted time, never got 
bored, and always wore a smile on his face. It is 
almost like he lived an entire lifetime in his short 18 
years.” 
 Ilya Porotikov would have been a junior this 
year at David Douglas High School. Porotikov was 
riding his friend’s Suzuki motorcycle at 9:15 p.m. on 
the evening of July 19 when he fatally crashed into 
a fence near Southeast 190th Drive and Tillstrom. 
Ilya’s memorial services were July 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
and July 22 at 10:00 a.m. Porotikov was an active 
member of the high school’s Concert Choir and 
was known greatly for his love of music.
 “I’ll never forget how his smile brightened up a 
room and I’ll miss the sound of his guitar playing. I 
miss you and love you, Ilya.” said  senior and friend, 
Catia Hakkoum. 
 “Ilya was a truly great guy,” said senior Martha 
Zeller, “He was always laughing and made 
everything fun. But he was also very spiritual and 
kind hearted.” 
 Austin Fisher would also have been a junior this 
year. Fisher was hanging out with three friends on 
Rocky Butte on Monday, Aug. 15, when a little past 
10:00 p.m. he fell from a ledge more than 80 feet. 
When the ambulance arrived, Fisher was breathing 
on his own, but was unconscious. After being rushed 
to Legacy Emanuel Hospital in critical condition, 
Fisher died early the next morning. He was involved 
in the football and basketball programs throughout 

In Loving Memory...In Loving 

“Ilya was a great 
friend, he was always 
there when I needed 
him and always 
cheered me up.”

Paige Martin
Junior                                                                     

“I remember Austin 
always liked to be 
joyous at the oddest 
of times.”

Michael Wallace
Senior

“Larry, we used to be 
pretty good friends. 
You’re smile was so 
abrasive. You were 
the life of the party. I 
miss you.”

Miriah Leavenworth\
Junior
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Austin FisherAustin Fisher

Ilya PorotikovIlya Porotikov

Larry MaLarry Ma

If Tears Could Build A Stairway

If tears could build a stairway,
and memories were a lane.

We would walk right up to heaven,
and bring you back again.

No farewell words were spoken,
no time to say goodbye.

You were gone before we knew it,
and only God knows why.

Our hearts still ache in sadness,
and secret tears still flow.
What it meant to lose you,

no one can ever know.
But now we know you want us,

to mourn for you no more.
To remember all the happy times,

life still has much in store.
Since you’ll never be forgotten, 

we pledge to you today, 
a hallow place within our hearts,

for you to always stay.
-Unknown

“I remember Austin 
loved to play 
basketball and loved 
to be around his 
friends.”

Cody Patterson 
Senior

In Loving Memory...Memory...

“I had Austin in my 
class his freshman 
year. I remember him 
as incredibly funny and 
charismatic. He was a 
joy to have in class.”

Jessica Classen
English Teacher

“Larry was always 
really happy and 
loved to dance and 
enjoyed teaching 
people how to bust a 
move.”

Christopher Anduade
Senior

“Ilya was always a 
really fun guy who 
always made the 
most of his time in 
class and enjoyed 
life.”

Chance Linn
Junior
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Parents relying on “faith healing” outrageous

ASHELY LADELY

features editor

Suicidal soldiers still deserve respect

TAYLOR

SNYDER

staff
reporter

Cheerleaders not
given nearly 
enough respect

DANI JONES

staff reporter

We can smell you

MARGO RUTLEDGE

sports editor

Spotify a great music deal

The Highlander
In your opinion, what
sort of respect do 
cheerleaders get?

Tabbitha Sibrel

Caeleb Lacey
Oregon City, OR
“In my opinion, none...How 
I see it, if someone doesn’t 
treat others with respect, 
then they don’t really deserve 
to be treated with respect.”

Mike Powell
Portland, OR
“Classifying all cheerleaders 
as a group and then labeling 
them accordingly is ridiculous 
and short sighted, in and 
of itself, and ignores the 
individual.”

“Everyone 

should have

music in their 

life.”

Portland, OR
“None. I do believe that 
they work really hard, but 
a lot of them individually 
have bad reputations and 
that’s not our fault.”

Secondhand 
smoke is a toxic 
contaminant that 
nobody should 
have to be around, 

especially children.
Living with a smoker increas-

es the chance of having cancer, 
through second hand and even 
third hand smoke, by 20 to 30 per-
cent. And most of these children 
grow up to suffer from asthma. 
No child should have to live in 
such an unhealthy environment. 
Younger children are especially 
defenseless. Their lungs are still 
developing and  they don’t know 
the smoke is harmful and cannot 
escape its venom. 

Smoking is horrifi c. Not only 
should anyone not smoke because 
it’s unhealthy, but science has 
proven that it’s just as harmful 
to the people inhaling their ciga-
rette smoke, or inhaling the stale 
fumes left behind on furniture and 
draperies.

In fact, smoking should be il-

legal. Smokers may not get high, 
but they are still smoking to get 
their fi x of nicotine. With 7,000 
chemicals, hundreds of which are 
toxic, and 70 that may alone cause 
cancer, cigarette smoke is nothing 
but destructive and tobacco noth-
ing but expensive.

Oregon’s state-wide smok-
ing ban states that people must 
legally be ten feet from entrances, 
exits, and windows of enclosed 
work places, such as bars and 
restaurants, if they want to light 
up. I like this law, but it fl awed. 
Granted, it keeps second-hand 
smoke from public spaces, but 
the third-hand smoke is often still 
there, and new research shows 
that third-hand smoke (residual 
smoke left behind on such things 
as furniture) is just as unhealthy 
as second-hand smoke. You’ve all 
smelled that tobacco stench still 
present in the area.

I can’t stand the smell of 
cigarette smoke. There’s no other 
way to put it: it’s just nasty. If 
you’re a smoker who thinks she’s 
only hurting herself, think again. 
Believe me, we can smell you.

 Do you look up songs to listen 
to on Youtube or playlist.com? 
Those days could be over. Spotify, a 
music-streaming service that gives 
users access to over 15 million 
songs, is a wonderful deal that puts 
buying music digitally to shame.
 Although they are lacking 
some albums that were signifi cant 
in the history of music, such as The 
Clash’s London Calling, Radio-
head’s In Rainbows, and everything 
by The Beatles, they have a surpris-
ingly large selection that includes 
obscure, unknown bands.
 To get Spotify, go to spotify.com 
and sign up. To use it for free, you’ll 
have to wait a couple of days for an 
invitation, since it’s still new to the 
United States. For no cost, listen-
ers have unlimited music for six 
months, but after that they need to 
buy a subscription or they’ll only get 
10 hours of music each month. For 
$4.99 a month, you get unlimited 
music without ads. It’s nice to have 
Spotify for free, but the obnoxious 

commercials and banners that ap-
pear sporadically make paying for 
a subscription worth it. For $9.99 a 
month, you’ll also have offl ine mode 
and unlimited access from a mobile 
device. The premium subscription 
is about the same cost as buying 
one album each month, but you’ll 
have about one million albums to 
listen to anywhere you take your 
web-enabled phone or laptop.
 More and more people are 
opting to buy all of their music digi-
tally, so this is a great deal that can 
potentially save you hundreds of 
dollars on music. It’s nice to have a 
hard copy of your music in case you 
ever lose your fi les, but with Spotify, 
you don’t have to worry about that. 
Since you don’t own the music in the 
fi rst place, you don’t have to worry 
about losing it unless the band’s 
record label falls out with Spotify.
 Everyone should have music in 
their life, and Spotify is a great way 
to open minds to the world of music 
without turning on the radio.

 The misguided couple in Oregon City facing 
manslaughter charges for not seeking medical atten-
tion for their sick newborn baby fully deserves to be 
found guilty, even though their church forbids them 
from seeking medical attention for themselves and 
their children. 

 The members of The Followers of Christ church in Oregon City 
refuse to seek medical attention for themselves or their children 
because of their belief in “faith healing,” which is when family and 
friends pray for recovery instead of seeking professional medical 
attention. This is nothing new to society. “Faith healing” has been 
terrorizing our society practically forever. As a result of the parents’ 
refusal to take their children to the hospital, many die from sicknesses 
or injuries that can be easily cured or fi xed by a doctor. This is simply 
unacceptable. In fact, I would even go as far as to call it murder. 
 Even though I myself am agnostic, I don’t judge people who 
pray. As a journalist I embrace the First Amendment, which, along 
with the Freedom of the Press ensures the Freedom of Religion. But 
devastatingly, children die every year because fanatical parents fail 
to realize that they may still pray for the recovery of their precious 
child while ensuring that child receives proper medical attention. It 

is terrifying when a child is stripped of her opportunity to live a full 
life by her own parents. This is exactly what parents who refuse to 
take their sick children to the hospital are doing, and they deserve 
to face severe criminal charges. 
 Something even worse is that members of the church who do 
seek medical attention are shunned and banned from the church. But 
let’s not stop there; it gets ever crazier. It was found that children 
who belong to The Followers of Christ church have a death rate 26 
percent higher than the rest of the population. It is crazy to think that 
anyone would want to be a part of a church that puts their lives and 
the lives of their own children at risk. 
 It was just earlier this year the state of Oregon lifted the legal 
protection of parents who refuse to take their children to the hospital 
because of religious beliefs, but this should have been done a long 
time ago before an unmentionable number of children died at the 
hands of their parents, whom were given no consequences for not 
seeking help. 
 It is understandable that faith in a higher power such as God is 
very important to many individuals, like the members of The Fol-
lowers of Christ church, but there is a point where an individual 
must take things into their own hands. Depending on God to heal a 
mortally sick or injured child is like a student not studying for a test 
and expecting God to give them the information needed to pass. It 
is simply outrageous.

A n y o n e 
who can do a 
couple of high 
kicks and clap 

a few times can call themselves 
a cheerleader, right? Wrong. 
I’m tired of people thinking 
that cheerleading is a hobby or 
an activity. It takes time, agility, 
strength, fl exibility, and cardio 
endurance, not to mention the 
dedication to achieve the skills 
that come with cheerleading. 

Cheer can also be danger-
ous. Over 20,000 injuries are 
reported each year, mostly spi-
nal or leg injuries. Emergency 
room visits are fi ve times more 
likely for cheerleaders than any 
other sport. Other sports equip 
their players with hip pads, shin 
guards, knee pads, or helmets, 
but cheerleaders have no protec-
tive gear except an inch-thick 
tumbling mat.

Cheerleaders don’t just 
stand on the sidelines shaking 
their pom-poms and chanting a 
cheer. They compete in three-
to-four-minute routines that in-
volve dancing, tumbling, stunts, 
and jumps. Just as basketball 
and football have guidelines, so 
does cheer. Just like gymnasts, 
they are awarded points for 
diffi culty, technique, creativity, 
and sharpness. Cheerleading is a 
team sport. Members have to be 
on the same counts as the rest of 
their teammates or they’ll stick 
out. A sport is defi ned as a physi-
cal activity and skill in which 
a person or a team competes 
against another. Competitive 
cheerleading fi ts that defi nition 
perfectly.

There’s a lot to learn-
ing moves like scorpion, heel 
stretch, liberty, toe touch, hur-
dler, pike, and basket toss, and 
it takes practice to get these 
tricks down - more practice than 
running after a ball, crossing a 
pool, or throwing an opponent 
to the mat.

The way
I see it...

Melissa Barnes

In Janu-
ary, the National 
Defense Depart-
ment collected 
statistics from 

every branch of the military, which 
concluded that 468 military service 
men and women took their own 
lives compared to the 462 that were 
killed during combat in Iraq and 
Afghanistan in 2010 alone. The 
six-person difference may not seem 
like much to an average high school 
student, but they mean something to 
me. As a 17-year-old enlisted in the 
United States Navy, I can’t help but 
think that over 400 men and women 
who could be serving America 
along-side myself could take their 

own lives. Those numbers show that 
Americans should deeply appreci-
ate the sacrifi ces of all the men and 
women serving our country, wheth-
er they make it out alive or not.
  This is the second consecutive 
year that the US Military has lost 
more troops to suicide than in com-
bat. In 2009, 381 suicides by only 
active-duty personnel were report-
ed. For every one suicide, fi ve oth-
ers were hospitalized for attempted 
suicide. The increasing suicide rate 
is a further indication of the stress 
that military personnel live under 
after a decade of war. Not only in 
the battlefi eld, but at home as well. 
  Although, the total does not 
include all suicides by veterans 
who have left the service en-
tirely even after serving in Iraq 
or Afghanistan or suicides from 

the Individual Ready Reserves. 
Those members of our military are 
still gravely important and their 
names should not be forgotten.
  Over ten years after the twin 
towers in New York were brought 
down, some Americans still can’t 
seem to grasp the fact that as a na-
tion, we have lost thousands troops 
in combat alone. Including Spc. John 
Joseph Edmunds who died at the age 
of 20 on Oct. 19, 2001. Edmunds 
was killed when a Black Hawk he-
licopter he was riding in crashed in 
Pakistan. Sgt. James Scott Ochsner 
died on Nov. 15, 2005 at only 36 
years old. Ochsner was killed when 
a roadside bomb detonated near his 
Humvee while he was delivering 
supplies to Afghan citizens. Rifl e-
man James Brown died on Dec. 15, 
2009 and was only 18. Brown was 

one of two soldiers killed when a 
suicide bomber detonated a home-
made bomb at a vehicle checkpoint 
in Afghanistan. Those brave men are 
the ones who are protecting us here 
at home and should be remembered 
for the positive things they had to 
contribute to America as a whole.
  It’s drastically upsetting to 
read that so many of the service 
members’ offi cial cause of death 
is listed as “non-combat related.” 
Many months of separation and 
the constant stress of being under 
fi re would take a toll on anyone. 
The members of our military that 
have taken their own life should not 
be considered weak for doing so; 
rather, they should be remembered 
for the strength they did have for 
even volunteering to serve America 
in the fi rst place.
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Price increase reactions irrational

Second language requirement absurd

ELLEN VANSLYKE

 staff reporter

TRAVIS BRANDOW

 staff reporter

Trials unfairly televised

HUNTER HOLMES

staff reporter

 “Our society has long 
ago stopped caring for 
what really matters...”

Drastic decisions driven by materialism

Marriage,
selfishness 
don’t mix

CASSIDY BEAN

 news editor

“I wanted to buy an iPad 2, but I didn’t 
have the money,” a boy recently told Shen-
zhen TV in the southern province of Guang-
dong, China. “When I surfed the internet I 
found an advertisement posted online by 
agents saying they were willing to pay RMB 
20,000, which is $3,037 in the U.S., to buy 
a kidney.” 

What has happened to us that a 17-
year-old boy from China sells his kidney 
to buy an iPad 2? What have we lost when  
making these materialistic toys? I wonder if 
Steve Jobs is aware that his customers  are 
selling their organs on the black market in 
order to buy his products. Of course it isn’t 
his fault that today’s society has become so 
classless, but he should at least take action 
to prevent this from happening. 

Our consumer-based society has long 
ago stopped caring for what really matters. 
The free market has gone wrong if children 

feel they need to sell their organs in order to 
buy the latest products and follow the latest 
trends. I could understand if he donated his 
kidney to someone who truly needed it, but 
to the black market? Really?

We are in the grips of materialism and 
slave to the latest trends more than ever 
before. We’ve forgotten what true living is 
all about because we’re glued to the fake 
experience of a search engine. We’ve for-
gotten how to communicate face to face 
because we think Facebook is enough. And 
we so easily let small irrelevant toys take 
over our lives. 

We need to start remembering what 
really matters instead of letting materialism 
slowly ruin us. It’s not all about having the 
latest and best looking product. Believe it 
or not, people all over the world actually 
survive their whole lives without having any-
thing close to these luxuries in their lives. 

        When has it ever been 
perfectly fi ne for a parent to 
walk out on the rest of his 
or her family and still have 
rights to half of the retire-

ment, half of the house, and the kids half of the 
time? Only when the law is broken.
        If a parent walks out, she might as well 
hang a sign around her neck saying, “I give 
up,” or “My family’s happiness isn’t worth 
it.” She should not be given anything that she 
turned her back on. 
        Oregon is a No Fault state, meaning that 
there doesn’t need to be an exceptional reason 
for a divorce. Both adults have the same rights 
during the breaking-up process. However, 
in most divorces, there is a parent at fault. 
There usually is a parent who cheats, fi nds the 
relationship too hard, or the word “marriage” 
becomes too old fashioned. So, when one de-
cides to step out on the other, why should she 
be able to enjoy shared custody of the children? 
She skipped out on her spouse; she will be more 
inclined to do the same to the kids. 
        During shared custody, a child goes back 
and forth between both parents, from one house 
to the next, over and over again. Since when 
has this been fair or healthy? Some parents cer-
tainly do not deserve equal custody, primarily  
because they cannot keep a sacred commitment 
to another person. Other reasons include not 
being able to keep a job or a clean house.
        Parents backing out of commitment com-
fort themselves from their actions by describing 
their children as being “resilient” and “able to 
pull through,” but kids shouldn’t have these 
situations forced on them. Children of broken 
up parents tend to have lifetime struggles be-
cause of the choices of their superiors.
        Today’s society is one where too many 
parents put their own happiness and greedy 
yearnings before the needs and well-being of 
their own children. Fifty years ago, family was 
the most important item to an adult. Nowadays, 
any hobby, object, or career could take the fam-
ily’s place as number one on the priority list.

In a changing eco-
nomical landscape riddled 
with uncertainty, too many 
citizens are unwilling to ac-
cept the increased-and still 
increasing-prices.

Price changes have been a constant ever 
since currency was devised. Postage stamps 
increase a few cents every few years. Gas 
prices are never constant. Even the stock 
market is built around the idea that the net 
worth of a company is always in fl ux. Yet 
there are troubling signs that the American 
population is becoming uncomfortable with 
the idea that their dollar will not go as far 
as before.

   The senseless reac-
tion of the American 
public made me realize 
that televising criminal 
cases and the discussion 

of them on legal commentary shows is 
not only wrong, it is utterly pointless, 
as showcased by the Casey Anthony tri-
als. 

Although many don’t agree with 
the outcome of the Anthony trials, what 
I disagree with even more is the way 
the public reacted to them. Frankly, the 
American public acted overwhelmingly 
disrespectful and uncivilly to the conclu-
sion of the case. When it was announced, 
after shouting obscene terms at Anthony, 
they immediately placed the blame on 
the jurors. What they didn’t take into ac-
count is the fact that the jurors didn’t see 
any of the legal commentary television 
shows like most people following the 
trials did. Also, the jurors were only act-
ing on the Constitutional rights that our 
justice system operates on and citizens 
in Anthony’s position would be allowed 

the same courtesy. We are innocent until 
proven guilty and the prosecution could 
not prove Anthony was guilty. 

Considering that the justice system 
only enforces laws while the legislature 
makes them, anyone upset with the way 
a case plays out in court shouldn’t storm 
the courthouse; they should be at home 
writing to their district representative. 
Shouting their frustrations at the jurors 
will do nothing but show how classless 
our society is becoming. 
 Televising these types of trials or any 
trials at all is simply unjust. Is there no 
confidentiality? I mean, the general pub-
lic was even able to see more evidence 
than the jurors were. Why should outsid-
ers to the case be able to know as much 
as they have been allowed to know? 

It’s pointless for legal commentators 
to discuss ongoing cases on television. 
Their opinions and criticisms have no 
power in the courtroom any ways; it just 
gives the public more fire in their bellies. 
If anyone outside of the courtroom is go-
ing to closely examine cases, it should 
be the legislature since they are the ones 
who have the power to fix anything that 
might not be working. 

The single most ab-
surd requirement for ad-
mission to an Oregon 
college is the fact that 
two years of the same 

foreign language is mandatory.
It is truly a blessing to be given the 

opportunity to learn a second language 
at my own high school; many others do 
not present this splendid opportunity. 
Unfortunately, that is pretty much where 
the positives end. 

I understand how all the basic classes 
of math, English, science, and even 
history are required, but why a foreign 
language? Now, seeing how this law 
is relatively new, it’s no surprise that 
there are countless successful college 
graduates who took no part in the second 
language requirement.

 What if my life-long dream has ab-
solutely nothing to do with speaking to 
the general public or the arts? It’s point-
less in almost every American job. Think 
about it; how is this helping our future 
and our global standing? Just how many 
jobs actually require a foreign language? 
If some foreign language was somehow 

replacing English as the most dominate 
language, this requirement would be per-
haps the best education reform in Ameri-
can history, but seriously? The English 
language is currently showing no signs 
of dying out, at least in the United States 
of America. If we stay on this disastrous 
course, it will soon become necessary to 
write everything on a package in both 
English and another foreign language. 
Oh, wait; it’s already like that. 

Even our current 67th Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton doesn’t speak a 
second language, despite being in charge 
of American foreign affairs. That just 
proves that taking it is basically point-
less. Not to mention that America wields 
tremendous influence to the rest of the 
world. Most of America speaks English, 
because of this, English has become the 
business language of the world. Many 
foreign business executives have been 
forced to learn English just because it’s 
so big. That’s not to say no other lan-
guage is big; it’s just another example 
of how I can get by in life successfully 
without learning a second language, sim-
ply because English is the most dominant 
language on the globe. But that’s not to 
say it’s bad; it’s still a good skill to have 
and use.

Netfl ix, a popular disc-by-mail and on-
line streaming video service, has a history of 
offering a price of $9.99 for one disc out at a 
time and unlimited instant streaming. How-
ever, they have announced to double their 
price to compensate for increased operational 
costs. Their normally-loyal consumers were 
outraged. Most complaining customers didn’t 
realize that it was a necessary measure to 
compensate for the increased cost of content. 
Instead, they took it as a personal slight. This 
is a problematic sign, as the economy dictates 
that this will be but one of many companies 
forced to raise their prices.

In a country already on shaky ground 
with a downturned economy and subsided 
banks, these feelings could cause a blow to 
our national moral that right now, we just 
can’t afford.

“They make me 
want to join be-
cause the help 
people.”

Eric Naguirre

Freshman

survey
says

What do you think 
about colleges 

requiring students to 
take two years of a 
second language?

“I think it’s ab-

surd. We should 

focus on our own 

language before 

we focus on other 

languages.”

-Junior 

Jeramiah Baker 

“It might be good. 

Maybe people can 

be more diverse 

in language and 

be able to commu-

nicate better with 

each other.”

-Sophomore 

Josh Dyke

“It opens you up 

to diversity and 

it helps you open 

up to different 

cultures, because 

when you’re in 

college you’re ex-

posed to different 

cultures.”

-Junior 

Sauni Harlet

Footsteps
on the
Moon
Inna Vavilina



Football falls one point short to Lincoln 
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Three cross country runners place in Top 40
Junior wide-receiver Kyle Miller is in motion as the Scots move into Lincoln High 
School’s red zone during the Sep, 23 home game.              Photo by Ashely Ladely
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staff reporter

JESSICA RIVERA

sports editor

Girls’ water polo downs Lakers 

Highlander

ut

ime

Junior Megan Bier , freshman Brynne Merkley, and senior Brandon Anton do a rou-
tine warm-up lap around campus during pracice before an intense minutes worout.  
Bier imm       Photo by Jessica Rivera 

JAZZMEN GRIFFIN

staff reporter

Open champ and Open chump

“His weapon 

wasn’t just his 

mean serve, 

but his confi -

dence ” 
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Touchdown 
Backers Club  
offers scholarship 

The Touchdown 
Backers Club is inviting the 
community to pledge a dollar 
amount for every Varsity 
football touchdown the Scots 
score in the 2011 season. 
Each year the club provides 
a $1,000 scholarship for a 
college bound senior that 
displays excellence in school, 
community, family, and 
football. There are four levels 
you can choose; one dollar or 
two for every touchdown, a 
chosen amount, or a fi xed 
amount. The 60% of the 
remaining contributions 
will be given to the DDHS 
football program and the 
fi nal 40% will be given to 
the David Douglas Youth 
Program, which supports 
grades third though eighth 
and funds their  team needs.

The tax deductible 
donation will be billed at the 
conclusion of the season and 
also members will receive a 
summary of the season. As 
well as an opportunity to 
renew their pledge for the 
2012 season.

Cross country runners 
seniors Gus Arroyo and Alex 
Jacobson, along with freshman 
Brynne Merkley, all earned 
medals for placing the top 40 
in the Nike Pre-Nationals at 
Portland Meadows on Sep. 24.

The course consisted of 
loops and several hay bails for 
the runners to clear. 

Both Arroyo and Jacobson 
ran the mens 5000m race. Arroyo 
came in third with a time of 
16:45.8 and Jacobson fi nished 
twenty-seventh with a time 
of 18:26.59. Merkley ran the 
womens 5000m race and placed 
eighth with a time of 21:30.68.

In the mens’ 5000m race,  
freshman Josh Kellebrew 
completed the race with a time 

of 19:27.91, 
placing seventy-
second. Senior 
Brandon Anton 
placed eighty-
fi fth with a time 
of 19:41.37.

In the 
womens’ 5000m 
race, junior 
Megan Bier 
came in forty-
fi fth with a time 
of 23:15.12. 
Junior Margo 
Rutledge placed 
sixtieth with a 
time of 23:38.30, 

and junior Emma Nissen placed 
sixty-second with a time of 
23:41.85.

Both Bier and Nissen 
improved their personal bests by 
over one minute. 

him the extra boost needed to win. His 
weapon wasn’t just his mean serve, 
but his confi dence.    
American Serena Williams lost in the 
Women’s fi nal because her emotions 
were everywhere. Serena lost 6-2, 6-3 
to Australian Samantha Stosur and 
was fi ned $2,000 by the U.S. Open 
after complaining to the umpire about 
what she thought was an unfair call.
 “You’re a hater and you’re just 
unattractive inside,” said Williams 
within feet of the umpire.
 Serena said much more, but in 
the end those words didn’t help her 
win and they certainly didn’t help her 
reputation. Serena was physically 
capable of winning, but she had no 
mental discipline. Now, she’ll have to 
wait for next year to redeem herself in 
the Open. Novak was able to do both, 
and his incredible record reveals it.

 Professional athletes who can’t 
control their emotions, can’t control the 
game. In U.S. Open tennis tournement, 
number-one Novak Djockovic and 
number-two Rafael Nadal played an 
intense game, adding long, furious 
rallies where not one part of the 
court was left untouched. Djockovic 
eventually won his fi rst U.S. Open title, 
in four sets, 6-2, 6-4, 6-7, 6-1.
 Novak has had an amazing year, 
with three Grand Slam titles and a 64-2 
record. That success came as a result 
of his mental game. He beat Roger 
Federer in the semifi nals, trailing 
two sets, then had an impressive 
comeback, winning three sets and 
beating one of the best players to ever 
play the game. In the fi nals, Nadal 
couldn’t match Djockovic mentally, 
and even though both players were 
physically exhausted, Novak’s 
confi dence and determination gave 

Two missed extra points cost the 
David Douglas football team a 20-19 
loss against Lincoln High School at 
home on Sep. 23.

Early in the fi rst quarter, the 
Cardinals intercepted the ball and 
scored the fi rst touchdown of the night.  
David Douglas then received a short 
miss-punt from Lincoln, giving them 
excellent fi eld position. Senior running 
back Davontae Finney then scored a 
three-yard touchdown and the extra 
point counted, tying the game 7-7. 

The second touchdown was 
scored by senior wide receiver Kevin 
Hurley off a 24-yard pass from senior 
quarter  back Cody Patterson. Douglas 
set up for the extra point after their 
second touchdown, and the kick was 
good. Unfortunately, there was a false 
start on the kick, and after the fi ve 
yard penalty, the second attempt was 
missed. 

The next score belonged to 
Lincoln when the Cardidnals ran 

for a one-yard 
touchdown. With 
2:25 left in the 
second quarter, the 
Cardinals kicked a 
fi eld- goal, ending 
the fi rst-half, with 
Lincoln in the lead, 
17-13.

The second 
half was scoreless until 6:14 in the 
fourth quarter, when Lincoln kicked 
a 16-yard fi eldgoal. Patterson then 
threw a 46-yard touchdown to Hurley 
who had to wrestle the ball away from 
the Lincoln defender, but the extra 
point was missed and the Scots trailed 
by one. 

The Scots then attempted an 
onside kick, but to no avail. With 
approximately 10 seconds left in the 
fourth quarter, the Cardinals were able 
to simply let the clock run out.

“Well, we had some critical 
turnovers at critical times,” said coach 
Dan Wood. “I’m really proud of the 
way they played. I just think we ran 
out of time at the end.

 Superior teamwork and clean 
passes allowed the girls’ water 
polo team to defeat the Lake 
Oswego Lakers 13-5 in a unique 
co-ed match at home on Sep 22.
 Although league rules state  
boys cannot play against girls, 
because the Lakers only had two 
girls, an exception was made.
 The Lakers scored fi rst, but 
then fouled, resulting in a penalty 
throw by senior Emma Redwine-
Hixon. Easily sending the ball in 
the net, she recorded Douglas’ 
fi rst point, the quarter ending 1-1.
 In the second quarter, the 
Lakers scored fi rst, but junior 
Arielle Stuart quickly launched 
an impressive shot into the goal. 
Shortly after, junior McKenzie 
Engelgau passed to senior Nikki 
Overton for a score, then quickly 
coming back for yet another goal 
was Stuart. Closing the fi rst half 

was a miraculous 
shot by the 
Lakers, clear past 
half court, ending 
the half 4-3.
 Beginning the 
third quarter, the 
Lakers scored, 
followed by a 
freshman Alana 

Pham score. Minutes later Lake 
Oswego scored again, followed by 
freshman Lucky Le who quickly 
scored. Finishing the third quarter 
was a shot by junior Grant Plum.
 Starting the final quarter was 
a goal by sophomore Jonathon 
Merkely. Sam Redwine-Hixon 
then scored, assisted by senior 
goalie David Meyer, followed 
by another goal from Merkely, 
also assisted by Meyer. Coming 
back for another goal was 
Merkely, followed by junior 
Blake Dressel for the final goal 
of the game, making the score at 
13-5.

HURLEY

Hard

in  the

Paint

REDWINE-

HIXON

ARROYO

BIER



Boys’ soccer beats third in state
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Boys’ water polo dominates Lake Oswego, 18-3

JOSE LOPEZ-DELGADO

staff reporter

TAYLOR SNYDER

staff reporter

at a
MHCMHC
GLANCEGLANCE

Senior Edwin Garcia takes on a Lake Oswego player in the lopsided 18-3 home victory 
for the Scots. “Today was good no one got hurt and everyone got to play,” said coach 
John DeRoest. “It was an easy win.”            Photo Ashely Ladely

Senior Emma Sporri and junior Paige Martin go up for a block against the 
Rams as junior Hannah Conlin stands aside ready to help.   Photo by Ashley Ladely

Volleyball struggles against Raiders in straight sets

RECORDSRECORDS

EMILY LAURIDSEN

VOLLEYBALL

BOSTON JACKSON

CROSS COUNTRY

TIERRA JOHANSEN

 staff reporter

FOOTBALL                          1-3

VOLLEYBALL                      0-4                                        

B. SOCCER                          3-1

G. SOCCER     2-3

B. WATER POLO                  2-1                       

G. WATER POLO                  3-0                                             

B.CROSS COUNTRY           0-2          

G. CROSS COUNTRY          0-2           

FOOTBALL:                VOLLEYBALL:

1.BHS 1.CCHS

2.GHS 2.GHS

3.CCHS 3.RHS

                               

B. WATER POLO:       G. SOCCER:

1. RHS                         1. BHS 

2. DDHS                       2. CCHS

3. BHS                          3. GHS 

                                      

B. SOCCER:            G. WATER POLO:

1. BHS                          1.SHS

2. DDHS                        2. DDHS

3. GHS                          3. RHS

 B. XC:                           G. XC:

   N/A                                N/A

 

 The boys’ water polo team de-
stroyed the short-handed Lake Oswego 
Lakers team at home with an impressive 
score of 18-3 in a unique co-ed match 
up.
 Lake Oswego started the game 
with one point against Douglas. Sopho-
more Sam Redwine-Hixson passed the 
ball to junior Leland Miller, who made 
a comeback with one point. Close to the 
end of the fi rst period, sophomore Lucky 
Le passed the ball to Miller, who again 
made a score on the Lakers, and the fi rst 
period ended 3-1, with Douglas over 
Lake Oswego.
 The second quarter started off 
productively when Le passed the the ball 
to junior Quincy Clarkson,  who scored. 
Douglas ended up dominating the ball, 
making two more shots against Lake Os-
wego. Junior Blake Dressel received the 
ball from Le who threw the ball to Miller 

who scored another 
point. The second 
period ended 8-1, 
the Scots quickly 
taking control of 
the game.
 Senior Joe Torger-
son started the third 
quarter with two 

consecutive goals. At this point, Doug-
las completely dominated the pool,  
scoring two more goals, not allowing 
Lake Oswego a single opportunity to 
score. The third quarter  ended with the 
Scots at 12 and the Lakers at three.
 Senior Nikki Overton passed the 
ball to senior David Meyer who scored. 
Miller then scored again, and senior 
Edwin Garcia scored, just clearing  the 
goal bar. Sophomore Josiah Jeremiah 
passed to sophomore Jonathan Merkley, 
who made the fi nal goal of the game.  
 “Today was good no one got hurt 
and everyone got to play,” said coach 
John DeRoest. “It was an easy win.”

MILLER

Girls’ soccer struggles with Rams

Clinic

 There was a loss of a 

three three match volleyball 

game with scores of 15 to 

25, 8 to 25, and 19 to 25 by 

the varsity girls’ volleyball 

team on Sep. 22 against the 

Reynolds High School Raid-

ers.

            The fi rst match got 

off to a rocky start with the 

fi rst point being scored by 

the Raiders. The fi rst Scots’ 

point was scored with a 

spike by Sophomore Jordan 

Keeney. The Scots were 

behind in points the whole 

fi rst match. The fi rst match 

ended in a loss with a score 

of 15 Scots and 25 Raiders.

            The third and fi nal 

 The volleyball team suffered 
a tough 25-15, 25-8, 25-19 loss 
on Sept. 22 to the Reynolds Raid-
ers.
  The first match got off to a 
rocky start with the first point 
being scored by the Raiders. The 
first Scots’ point was a spike by 
sophomore Jordan Keeney. The 
Scots were behind in points the 
whole first match, and the first 
match ended in a loss, 15-25, 
Raiders.
 The second match started off 
with the Raiders scoring a point 
right before the Scots scored 
the next point. David Douglas 
scored another point, but after 
that Reynolds went on a streak 
until the score became two points 
for the Scots and seven for the 

Raiders. Until 
the score was 
5-12, Raiders, 
there was back-
to-back scoring. 
The final score 
for the second 
match was 8-25, 
Reynolds.

 The third and final match 
started with a six-point scoring 
streak by the Raiders, but they 
did not score another point until 
the Scots scored seven consecu-
tive points. The final game re-
mained close, David Douglas 
showing fight, until the Raiders 
scored the final point, 19-25, 
Reynolds.
  “I am seeing improvement,” 
said coach Janeen Rainey. “But 
half of our season is over, and we 
have to keep working hard to get 
where we want to be as a team.”

 The boys’ soccer team clipped  
third-in-state Lincoln Cardinals 3-0  on 
Sept. 22  at Delta Park. 
 The Scots started the fi rst half, 
with defensive leaders senior Bradley 
Diaz and junior goalie Hector Jimenez 
defending the back line. The Scots 
struck first when senior midfielder 
Erick Urzua shot across the goalmouth, 
the ball  bouncing off a Cardinal’s de-

fender, before sophomore midfi elder 
Daniel Gutierrez scored.
 In the second half, senior forward 
Kelvin Tweh broke through Lincoln’s 
defensive line and scored with an as-
sisted from Urzua. Urzua later broke 
the same line and dished the ball to 
senior forward Mohammed Amhed,  
who fi nished the third goal.
 David Douglas is currently Ranked 
Fifth in State and Eighth overall as they 
started league play against rival Central 
Catholic on Sep. 27.

ELLEN VANSLYKE

staff reporter

PLAYERSPLAYERS
OF THEOF THE
MONTHMONTH

JVJV  

KEENEY

The girls’ soccer team’s strong 
defense was not enough to stop Central 
Catholic’s offense, leaving the Scots 
with a disappointing 1-4 home loss on 
Sep. 22. 

“Central Catholic is a highly skilled 
and organized team,” said coach Erin 
Bray. 

The Rams dominated the begin-
ning of the fi rst half, scoring within the 
fi rst 10 minutes and then again before 
the 13-minute mark. The Scots came 
back quickly with a free kick, resulting 

in a goal by junior midfi elder Emily 
Ramirez-Nunez less than a minute later, 
bringing the score up 1-2. Improved 
Douglas defense by junior goalkeeper 
Breanna Fanning made a difference, 
blocking every goal-attempt by Central, 
equalled a total 17 saves in the game. 

“Bree did an incredible job of seal-
ing off the goal for most of the game,” 
said Bray. “Not many goalkeepers could 
do what she did.”

The Scots’ defense kept the Rams 
out of the net for most of the second half, 
but Central Catholic’s precise passing 
prevailed, allowing them two more goals 
at the fi nal whistle.

October 15, 2011

9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Doors open at 8:40 a.m.

Kindergarden through 8th 
grade students welcome.

DDHS North Cafeteria 
1001 SE 135th Ave
Enter through the high school’s 

main entrance by the fl agpole.

  $25.00 with a tee-shirt 
  $20.00 without 

Lunch will be @ 11:30
Please remember to pack a sack 

lunch.

Contact Amber Cowgill at
amber_cowgill@ddouglas.k12.or.us

for more information
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TRAVIS BRANDOW
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Science teacher Dave Gilbert who is one of 17 faculty members participating in the Bicycle Chal-

lenge shows off his ride to and from work.         Photo by Tierra Johansen
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State colleges to visit

g 

Counselor Sean Betker is one of six counselors ready to assist students with their college plans, 
including arranging attending one of several college visitations coming up.            Photo by Harley Jessen

MICHELE POWELSON

ENGLISH TEACHER

TOM CHEN

staff reporter

SUSANNAH HOTOVEC

staff reporter

Minor referrals policy changed

Faculty bicyclists challenged 

 Seven Oregon colleges will be visit-
ing on Oct. 13, from 1:00-2:40 p.m. at 
designated campus locations.
 Eastern Oregon, Oregon Institute 
of Technology, Oregon State, Portland 
State, Southern Oregon, Western Or-
egon, and University of Oregon will be 
visiting.  

 “Out of the seven colleges, seniors 
will be able to choose two presentations 
to attend,” said counselor Sean Betker.
 The Seniors will start in the PAC 
from 1:00 to 1:20, before going to their 
two choice presentations. There will be 
a general session for Juniors in the PAC 
starting at 2:10 for about 20 minutes.
 For any additional information, 
please see either the College and Career 
Center or the Counseling Office.  

 A mandate amended to the 2004 Congres-
sional spending bill requires that every school that 
receives federal funding to teach a lesson about 
the Constitution, and to do so on its birthday.
 Constitution Day, honoring the 1887  signing, 
is held on Sep. 17. Since the day fell on a Saturday 
this year, it was celebrated on Friday, Sep. 16.  
 Although the Department of Education 
guidelines allow schools to create their own les-
sons, the Center for Civic Education has lesson 
topics for each grade level. This year, lessons were 
dedicated to the lives lost on Sep. 11. 
 A study called “The Future of the First 
Amendment” showed 75 percent of the high 

school students believe that burning the fl ag is 
illegal. Fifty percent of students think that the 
government can censor the internet. Adminis-
trators surveyed stated that learning the First 
Amendment is a priority but not a high prior-
ity.
 Constitution Day is also known as Citizen-
ship Day, and is one of the newest federal holi-
days. Citizenship Day is an annually observed 
holiday that recognizes all who, by coming 
of age or by naturalization, have become U.S. 
citizens.   Constitution Day did not 
actually come about until 1952 when Olga T. 
Weber, a resident of Ohio, petitioned to the state 
government that the week of Sep. 17-23 should 
be celebrated statewide as Constitution Week. 
The movement was soon passed.

 

HARLEY JESSEN

news editor

PSAT coming up 
Oct. 15 at Douglas

  The PSAT will take place Oct. 15 
at 8:00 a.m. in the social studies build-
ing.  All registered students need to ar-
rive by 7:30 a.m. Students must register 
with the bookkeeper in the north offi ce 
by Oct. 13. Sophomores will test for 
free, as well as juniors on free/reduced 
lunch. All other students must pay 
$20.00.

Obesity, caused by fast food and 
one’s hobby as a couch potato, is also on 
a teacher’s mind, so to achieve a healthy 
body, faculty members across the district are 
riding bicycles to work as part of a Bicycle 
Challenge. 

September was Bike Commute Chal-
lenge month, where workplaces across Or-
egon and Southwest Washington registered 
online to compete. For it to count as a bike 
commute, participants must ride both ways 
to work by bike, one way, or part way. The 
effort will also earn discounts at several bike 
shops in the area. The challenge is sponsored 
by Portland General Electric, Columbia 
Sports Wear, and OHSU. 

The Bicycle Transportation Alliance 

will conclude the challenge on Oct. 8 by 
announcing the companies who succeeded 
in each category, including organizations, 
leagues, teams, and individuals. 

Biking to work is not only mentally and 
physically benefi cial, it is also environmen-
tally friendly. Currently 40 district faculty 
members, 17 from the high school, have 
committed to riding their bicycles at least 
once for the duration of the bike challenge 
to school. 
 Ventura Park technology support spe-
cialist and team captain Kathleen McDade 
has been biking since September of 2008. 
McDade travels via a cargo bicycle to work, 
and evens picks up her children and runs 
errands.

“I started bicycle commuting both for 
environmental reasons and as a money-
saver,” said McDade.

SERINA FAST HORSE

staff reporter

 The referral policy has undergone some 
minor adjustments, especially the minor refer-
rals, to streamline the process.
 Major referrals involve cheating, fi ght-
ing, and other high misdemeanors. The minor 
referral is for misdemeanors such as dress code 
violations and tardiness.
 The major referral process asks that ad-
ministrators make every effort to follow the 
Discipline Matrix shown in the Daily Planner. 
Under special conditions, administrators will 

be forced to stray from the matrix. If a student 
were to make a threat or display physical vio-
lence towards a district employee, the student’s 
administrator will immediately remove the 
student from class and determine if the threat 
is credible. Next, the assistant superintendent, 
school resource offi cer, and parent or legal 
guardian will be notifi ed.
 The new policy should reduce the amount 
of paperwork involved, especially with minor 
referrals.
 “We are hoping it will help the teachers be 
more consistent and not waste time on paper-
work,” said assistant principal John Murray. 

HomecomingHomecoming
W  E  E  K

Round’

em Up

Dance in South Cafetieria

9:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Shirt/Ticket Combo Pack: $15.00

Shirt ONLY: $8.00

Ticket ONLY: $8.00

FASTFAST
     FORWARD     FORWARD

Scots CenterScots Center
Interdepartmental Reading, 

Writing, and Math Support

Student Drop-In Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Tutoring Available!
Contact Rebecca Wood

rebecca_wood@ddouglas.k12.or.us

October 3-7

Day dedicated to Constitution

    Xerox leads the industry with environmentally 
friendly options and supplies.  Its website states 
that all paper involves Earth’s precious natural 
resources and it’s trying its hardest to get people 
to recycle and reduce waste.  All Xerox paper has 
to meet strict environmental friendly standards. 
 Xerox was founded in 1906 and was origi-
nally named The Haloid Photograph Company, 
which made photographic paper and equipment. 
The company later changed its name to Haliod 
Xerox in 1958, and then changed its name to Xe-
rox. Xerox was the fi rst company to make a plain 
paper photocopier. It became so popular that 
they made approximately $60 million. In 1965, 
the company made another $500 million. Xerox 
developed a laser printer in 1969, which became 
a multi-billion dollar business for Xerox.  Apple 
considered buying Xerox, however, they could 
not afford it. Instead, Apple bought the rights to 
Xerox’s personal computer. They developed it 
into the Apple Macintosh, which was a more 
affordable version of Xerox’s concept. Xerox 
today manufactures and sells a wide variety of 
offi ce and production equipment, including LCD 
monitors, photo copiers, Xerox Phaser printers, 
multifunction printers, and large-volume digital 
printers. 
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