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Senior Antwan Baker

breaks two school records 

in a dominating football 

victory over No. 10 Centennial.

There’s a proverb that
goes, “Never judge a 
man until you’ve 
walked a mile in his shoes.”  
Well, fi ve Highlander journalists 
tried to walk in another’s shoes.

Students go bananas for Homecoming

Academic All Star competition cut
CASSIDY BEAN

staff reporter                                    

• 23 years helping        

   David Douglas “Get It 

   Done.”

• 1987 DDHS graduate.

• Assistant coach to

  every athlete.

• No one he hasn’t

  hugged or helped.

Senior Jerson Mejai helps

the Scots make history by

scoring the winning goal 

against Central Catholic.

Superintendent Grotting

attends important meeting

with county democrats.

Junior Aris Decker enjoyed the Wednesday Homecoming assembly by “going bananas” in his au-

thentic banana suit. “I hope every student had a good time and got more involved in spirit days,” 

said activities director Eric Wadsworth.                Photo by Ashely Ladely

JESSICA RIVERA

staff reporter                                       

HAPPY HALLOWEEN FROM THE HIGHLANDER

es.”  

6-7

The spirit of the jungle roared through the 
hallways during the ”Welcome to the Jungle” 
Homecoming Week, Oct. 11-15. 

“Animal Day” took place on Monday when 
students wore animal prints or jungle animal 
clothing.  A Student Council “Prize Patrol” 
hunted the hallways recognizing the best-dressed 
students with sugary sweets. An assembly was 
held in the north gym. Student Council put to-
gether a fashion show showing off each day’s 
theme. Homecoming nominees were introduced, 
followed by a Tams’ dance performance. Seniors 
were asked silly but daring questions, and voting 
occured during second period. Blackboard Music 
Entertainment’s DJ Zeke also provided lunch 
jams for both lunches.

On “Lion’s Mane Day” Tuesday, students 
roamed the hallways with their craziest, teased, 
dyed, and puffy hairdos.

“Go Bananas“ was Wednesday’s theme. 
Students wore their brightest yellow clothes and 
costumes. Junior Diedre Uehara and senior Ian 
Uehara performed a special National Anthem, 
a vocal performance with ukulele. Each class 
Homecoming Court was announced; the cheer-
leaders performed, and the fall team captains 
announced upcoming games. The Bhutanese 
Club performed a traditional dance, and to end 
the assembly, a team of costumed teachers ver-
sus team captains tug-of-war was played. The 
teachers won.

On “Safari Day” Thursday, students decked 
themselves out in camoufl age pants, cargo, and 
khaki.

Each class wore their $7.00 class tee-shirt 
on Friday. Freshman wore green, sophomores 
yellow, juniors white, and seniors orange. 

“I hope every student had a good time and 
got more involved in spirit days,” said activities 
director Eric Wadsworth.

The HTR hosted Spaghetti Dinner was from 
5:00-7:00 p.m in the south cafeteria, with spa-

ghetti donated by The Old Spaghetti Factory and 
bread sticks donated by the Olive Garden. 

The varsity football team kicked off the 
Homecoming game against Barlow and at half-
time, King David Huynh and Queen Katherine 
Westermoreland were crowned by superinten-
dent Don Grotting. The Scots defeated the Bruins 
34-22. The dance took place from 9:00-11:00 

p.m. in the south cafeteria. Black Board Music 
Entertainment also provided music and DJ Zeke 
was on the turntables taking song requests. New 
this year, each student received a “No-Freaking” 
bracelet. A fi rst warning for inappropriate danc-
ing resulted in the bracelet being cut off. Student 
who received a second warning were escorted 
from the dance. 
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 After 25 years of providing scholar-
ships to high school students, the Aca-
demic All-Stars program and competition 
is no longer available to schools in the 
Multnomah County.  
 This is the second year Academic All-
Stars has been unavailable. The program 
was run by the Multnomah Education 
Service Distr ict ,  or  MESD, a service 
dedicated to enhancing the learning of 
children in the community. They do this by 
meeting the educational needs of families 

by designing and delivering responsive 
services. 
 “To support our local school districts 
and share in providing a quality educa-
tion to the children and families of our 
communities,” is the MESD’s mission 
statement.
 Academic  A l l -S t a r s  gu ided  and 
helped high school students since 1983 
choose a road to college. Competing 
students entered an essay on one of nine 
categories in the first round, including 
Foreign Language, Computers and Tech-
nology, Language Arts, Performing Arts, 
Science, Social Science, Visual Arts, and 

an All-Around category. 
 If  chosen in round two, students 
would then submit a portfolio which 
was shared with the community. When 
the finalists were chosen, they would 
be interviewed and at last invited to an 
awards ceremony where the first, second, 
third, and runner-up place participants 
would receive scholarships. The first 
place recipient was awarded a scholar-
ship worth approximately $1,500.
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INNA VAVALINA

staff reporter

Students observe open-heart surgery

Seniors Yulia Pavlenko and Valeria Ursu attended the fi eld trip, including having their photo taken with 

Albert Starr, co-inventer of the fi rst artifi cial valve and the surgery narrator.        Photo by courtesy Angela Nurre

Bhutan Club hosts culture festival

DANNY VU

staff reporter

ALONDRA CHAVEZ

staff reporter

Sophomore Purna Adhikari, junior Sumitra Chhetri, and seniors Deepa Sharma and 

Maya Ghising, members of the Bhutanese Club, performed a traditional Bhutanese 

dance at the Homecoming assembly on Oct. 13, 2010.    Photo by Tania Ayers-Wells

Whooping cough catches attention

NATASHA TSOPKO

staff reporter
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DDHS 
celebrates 
books week

SENIORSSENIORS

LYDIA AU

ALEX BURFITT

JUNIORSJUNIORS

TENYA ZLATOVA

GUS ARROYA VEGA

SOPHOMORESSOPHOMORES

JANESSA DYK

EDUARDO TORRES 

FRESHMENFRESHMEN

ISABELLA GUYNES

SYDNEY MEZA

STUDENTS
OF THE 
MONTH

 Through a Saint Vincent Hospital’s 
generous invitation, health teacher Angela 
Nurre’s Health Science II class had the 
privilege of watching an open-heart surgery, 
performed on Oct. 4 on a 79-year-old woman 
who needed a complete valve replacement.
 “The fi eld trip provided a great 
opportunity for students interested in the 
medical fi eld,” said Nurre. “Being able 
to see the procedure from the opening 
incision to closing up the patient was pretty 
amazing.” 
 After arriving at the high school at 
5:30 a.m. and being served breakfast at 
the hospital at 7:00 a.m., the 40 students 
gathered in the Saint Vincent Hospital 
auditorium to watch the surgery live on a 
large screen. The surgeons and nurses were 
wearing cameras attached to their heads to 
fi lm the procedure. Narrator Albert Starr 
interacted with the students through a 

telephone to a physician in the operating 
room who answered the student’s questions. 
The entire procedure took four hours. 
 Starr, 84, is the co-inventor of the 
world’s fi rst artifi cial heart valve, which 
was fi rst implanted in September of 1960. 
He was active as a surgeon until 2006. 
Now, he directs the heart surgery academic 
research center named after him. 
 During the surgery, several personnel 
from the cardiopulmonary unit shared with 
the students what their job entitles and how 
much schooling is needed.   
 Saint Vincent Hospital, located in 
Beaverton, invites high school students 
three to four times a year to observe similar 
types of surgeries. These fi eld trips provide 
students a better insight as to what surgeons 
do every day.
 “The most amazing part was when they 
stopped the heart from beating for quite 
some time,” said senior Max Shkinder. “It 
was a wonderful experience and defi nitely 
worth it.”

Banned Books Week, 
recognizing the wrongs of 
book banning, is held annually 
on the last week of September 
in many school libraries, and 
this was the fi rst year David 
Douglas participated. 

The American Library 
Association website lists books 
that have been banned because 
parents or students feel they are 
inappropriate for an age group, 
or for the theme or the lessons 
taught, or for racist words.

Some books that have 
been banned include The Great 
Gatsby, The Catcher in the 
Rye, To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Of Mice and Men, The Kite 
Runner, Lord of the Flies, 
Huckleberry Finn, The Things 
They Carried, and many 
others. David Douglas English 
teachers teach or incorporate 
all of these books, and have for 
many years.

club at David Douglas, founded 
by Bhutanese students last 
spring. The club started in order 
to educate others about Bhutan 
and its culture. This year, the club 
and the Bhutanese community 
members decided to create a 
festival to bring the southeast 

Portland community together 
through art and celebration. 
Through the festival, the club 
was hoping to diversify their club 
and have new members join.
 The festival was free 
admission and included 
raffles and prizes. The festival 
incorporated traditional music, 
dances, food, and art from the 
Bhutanese culture.
 It also featured a traditional 
Bhutanese ceremony called 
the “Tika.” In Bhutan, before 
the “Tika” ceremony everyone 
comes back home and reunites 
with their family. 
 “It is a celebration of 
happiness,” said club member 
Sumitra Chhetri. 
 During the “Tika” ceremony, 
elders bless the young by taking 
the “Tika” substance and dabbing 
it on the forehead, creating a 
red dot. The “Tika” substance 
is made by mixing “Tika” 
powder, yogurt, and vermilion. 
This celebration is similar to 
Christmas in America.
 The festival also incorporated 
a slide show presentation about 
Bhutan and a special guest, 
Rhonda Prodzinski, the State 
Refugee Coordinator.

 During the festival, the 
Bhutanese club featured a 
Multicultural Art Show that was 
made possible by a grant donated 
by the Community Youth Action 
Grants. The Multicultural Art 
Show was one of six projects 
selected to share a $5,000 
grant. The Art Show received 
a grant of $950. It paid for art 
supplies, including paper, paint, 
and colored pencils to make the 
show possible. Works of art were 
featured from the diverse student 
population at David Douglas. 
 The Art Show was a form 
of “inviting other people from 
different communities,” said 
Chhetri.
 Interested students made 
artwork and submitted them to 
the club. The community voted 
for their favorite artist and the 
winner received an award.
 The festival’s purpose was to 
mesh the culture of Bhutan and the 
diverse culture of David Douglas 
through this celebration.
 “The Bhutanese culture is 
special because part of their 
culture is to be multicultural,” 
said club advisor Tyler Green. 
“When you let them lead, their 
culture grows.”

 The Bhutanese Club held a 
festival in the North Cafeteria 
and Library Foyer on Oct. 16 to 
celebrate their culture.
 The Bhutanese Club is a new 

The whooping cough scare at David Douglas High School at the 
beginning of the school year was not as widespread as originally perceived.

“We were fortunate to only have one case [at DDHS],” said school nurse 
Nancy Miller.

No other schools in the district reported cases of whooping cough.
The whooping cough scare had originally started in California, then 

traveled to Oregon.
Whooping cough, also known as pertussis, got its name from the 

whooping sound that often comes after an infected person inhales after a 
severe cough attack. Pertussis is a highly contagious disease that spreads 
through small drops of fl uid that come from an infected person’s mouth or 
nose that may become airborne when they sneeze, cough, or laugh. It can 
be caught when a the droplets of fl uid land on hands then enter the mouth or 
nose or are inhaled. The disease is most contagious when the patient has had 
it for up to two weeks.

Pertussis lasts for months. The infected person will show common 
cold symptoms for up to two weeks, which is followed by severe coughing, 
which may become worse at night. The coughing can last four weeks or 
even longer. The symptoms will slowly go away but  recovery may last for 

months.
Pertussis vaccines are given to infants periodically and children four 

to six years of age. Doctors are discovering that the vaccine may not last 
into the child’s teen years, so it is possible that the child can catch pertussis 
in their later years. If a serious whooping cough scare were to happen in a 
school, students not immunized will be sent home.

Cases of whooping cough have increased over the years. The number 
of whooping cough cases passed 25,000 by 2004. There had not been that 
many cases since the 1950s.

Humans are most likely to catch whooping cough between late summer 
and early fall. The illness is most dangerous to infants because their windpipes 
are smaller, so they are unable to handle the mucus that  adults or teenagers 
can.

Students who catch pertussis must see a doctor to confi rm that they have 
the disease and get antibiotics to treat it. They must be on the antibiotics for 
one whole day before going back to school. Taking cough medicine in place 
of the antibiotics will not help, as these medicines will most likely not relieve 
whooping cough.

Although whooping cough does not affect teens as severely as infants, it 
is still important to stay healthy and avoid this contagious disease.

“Students should take care of themselves,” said Miller. “Get plenty of 
rest and fl uids. Eat healthy.”
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MARGO RUTLEDGE

staff reporter
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staff reporter
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Local park focus of crackdown

 

New Oregon Zoo enclosure earns national award

Popular Latina author speaks at Midland Library

OCTOBER 28, 2010

Essay contest 
deadline
approaching

MELISSA BARNES

staff reporter

Popular Latina author Michele 
Serros spoke at the Multnomah 
County Library’s Midland branch 
on Oct. 5 about her works and to 
sign books that were also available 
for purchase.

Named by Newsweek as “One 
of the Top Young Women to Watch 
for in the New Century,” Serros has 
written for the Los Angeles Times, 
Ms. Magazine, CosmoGirl, and 
The Washington Post, as well as a 
former staff writer for “The George 
Lopez Show.” 

Originally from Oxnard 
California, Serros talked about her 
long-time dream of writing. 

“I have always wanted to be a 
writer,” said Serros. “When I was 

younger I would make little books 
out of cardboard and give them as 
gifts to family members.”    

Serros was witty and 
enthusiastic while connecting 
with the audience.  She shared her 
childhood, her motivations to start 
writing, college life, and family 
matters, including reading excerpts 
from her book Chicana Falsa.

“When my mother passed 
away I was not only emotionally 
affected, but it opened my eyes 
and helped me make that step to 
publishing my fi rst book.” 

Serros spoke of her older sister 
and childhood friend, who mocked 
Serros for her love of writing, stating 
that it wasn’t what a “true Mexican” 
would dream of, explaining the title 
of her fi rst published work, Chicana 
Falsa or False Mexican.

The Oregon Zoo’s 2.5 acre 
Predators of the Serengeti exhibit, 
has recently earned the honor of the 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
Award for its excellence in animal 
display and vivid simulation of 
natural habitat.

“This award is the highest 
honor for new exhibits, and the 
Oregon Zoo is on the leading edge 
of zoological exhibits in North 
America,” stated AZA president and 
CEO Jim Maddy on the Oregon Zoo 
website. “This exhibit demonstrates 
the Oregon Zoo’s dedication to 
the best animal care and public 
education.”

The exhibit consists of lions, 
cheetahs, caracals, African wild 
dogs, and other predators as small 
as frogs in an east African-based 
enclosure. A life-size replica baobab 
tree, a group of traditional African 
huts, and giant granite boulders 
called kopjes create a natural-
feeling African atmosphere. Lions, 
missing from the zoo for 10 years, 
were brought back, replacing the old 

Alaska Tundra exhibit.
“I am so proud of the hard 

work, perseverance, and dedication 
to animal care and conservation our 
staff demonstrated with the Predators 
of the Serengeti exhibit,” stated zoo 
director Kim Smith. “They earned 
this honor.” 

The Oregon Zoo has also earned 
re-accreditation from the AZA, an 
honor that represents approval by 
experts. In order for the zoo to be re-
accredited, it had to apply to become 
an AZA member then undergo an 
inspection by the AZA Accreditation 
Commission, consisting of a 
veterinarian, operation expert from 
major West Coast Zoos, and a 
curator. The AZA observed animal 
care, quest services, education, 
conservation, facilities, exhibits, 
and maintenance. The Oregon Zoo 
became the second zoo in the United 
States in 1974 to be accredited by 
the AZA, and remains one of the 
10 percent of approximately 2,400 
animal exhibitors licensed by the 
U.S Department of Agriculture to be 
AZA-accredited. The Oregon Coast 
Aquarium is the state’s only other 
AZA-accredited facility.

 Loitering students involved in illegal activ-
ity, including smoking marijuana and cigarettes, 
at North Powellhurst Park, across the street from 
the high school on 135th, are becoming such a 
problem for neighbors and the high school that 
Portland Police has announced it will be in-
creasing patrols to the park indefi nitely. 
 Park neighbors have reported increasing 
numbers of students gathering to smoke.  Re-
ports from these neighbors has also increased 
to both Portland Police and the high school. 
Consequently, in addition to increased patrols, 
undercover offi cers will also be operating ran-
dom stings in an attempt to lower the number 
of students taking part in illegal activities in the 
park.
 Portland Police predicts that the outcome 
of these stings will be successful. Last year they 
conducted similar stings that worked immedi-
ately. Illegal activity later increased when there 
were not as many stings performed. 
 If a DDSD student is caught participating 
in illegal activity, both the respective school and 
Portland Police will become involved.

 “David Douglas High School has a little 
over 3,000 students, which makes it the larg-
est school in the state,” said Portland Police 
offi cer Del Stroh. “It is also in my opinion the 
best school in the state. The vast majority of stu-
dents in this school are here because they want 
to be here to receive a superior education for 
a successful future. Unfortunately, our reputa-
tion in the community is hinging on a handful 
of students who choose to advertise the school 
in a negative way to the surrounding neighbors. 
[These neighbors] are watching and have a rea-
sonable expectation that I will fi x the problem.”
 Students need to be aware that Portland 
Police is very committed to stopping this prob-
lem. Students or faculty with any information 
concerning illegal activity in North Powellhurst 
Park, or anywhere in the district, can contact 
Portland Police at (503) 823-0000
 “There’s two issues with it,” said As-
sistant principal John Murray. “First, it is 
unhealthy and illegal. Second, it is in the 
neighborhood. We need to the respect the 
other schools in the area and the neighbors. 
We have an obligation to do what we can 
within reason to stop it.” 

Portland Police offi cer Del Stroh has reassured the high school that North Powellhust Park will improve, 

including a decrease in illegal activity that includes smoking marijuana and cigarettes. “[Neighbors] are 

watching and have a reasonable expectation that I will fi x the problem.”             Photo by Rachel Shelley

The three Lions, one male named Zawadi Mungu, and two females, Kya and Neka, 

habituating the Oregon Zoo’s Predators of the Serengeti exhibit are expected to 

occupy the award-winning exhibit for years to come. Photo courtesy Oregon Zoo 

Writers and video creators 
should ready their pens and 
cameras for the 18th annual First 
Freedom Student Competition, 
a free national essay and video 
contest open to grades 9-12.

The competition encourages 
students to honor religious 
freedoms and learn more about 
their country. The essay or video 
must study a religion or belief 
group that is a minority in their 
region, and construct the essay or 
video to demonstrate what they 
learned. Students must research the 
history of the religion and compare 
it to the history of the United States. 
The religion’s freedom should be 
studied, and at least four books, 
newspapers, or other published 
documents must be utilized. A 
Bibliography or Works Cited  page 
is required.

Creations should be registered 
at www.fi rstfreedom.org by Nov. 
15. The entry deadline is Nov. 27. 
Winners will be announced April 
13, 2011.  A $2,500 prize will be 
awarded to fi rst place.

Essays must be between 750-
1,450 words and must meet the 
Modern Language Association 
(MLA) requirements. The words 
count should be stated at the end 
of the essay. Essays need a title, 
introductory paragraph, body, and 
conclusion. 

Videos may include up to 
four people and should be between 
fi ve and seven minutes. They must 
have an introduction, body, and 
conclusion.

Last year’s winner was 
Wallingford, Connecticut high 
school student Jay Hyun Kim. His 
essay was rewarded $3,000.Popular Latina author Michele Serros recently spoke at Midland Library of the areas 

of her life which have found their way into her books.  Photo courtesy of beinglatino.fi les.wordpress.
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“You can ban our books...but that’s not 
going to stop our open-minded school 

from reading them! ”

The Highlander

Compiled by 
Aislinn Carson

1.B   2.C   3.C   4.C   5.D   
6.B  7.B  8.D   9.A   10.D
 11.B 12.C

Banned Books Week shows we’re fortunate

Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999,2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.

DAVID DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

What doWhat do  

          youyou  knowknow

aboutabout

“People that fi ght 

continue to fi ght, 

bringing people 

down, and fi lling 

more with anger 

and hate.”

Teen dating waste of time
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1. What is the origin of 

the holiday?

 a) Honoring the dead

   b) Celtic harvest 

 c)  Costume parties

    d)  Full Moon

2. What other color 

do pumpkins come in 

aside from orange?

 a) Red

 b) Purple

 c) Blue 

 d) Brown

3. What is the most 

popular candy?

 a)  M & M’s

 b)  Butterfi nger

 c)  Snickers 

 d)  Reeses

4. When was Hal-

loween fi rst celebrated 

in US?

 a) 1952

 b) 1600 BC

 c) 1840s

 d) 1923

5. What was the most 

popular costume in 

2009?

 a) Miley Cyrus

 b) Edward Cullen

 c) Yoda

 d) Michael Jackson 

6. When was Hal-

loween introduced to 

France?

 a) 1804 

 b) 1996 

 c) 2001

 d) 1867

7. In what country do 

they put away knives 

on Halloween to avoid 

harm to/from “return-

ing spirits?”

 a) France

 b) Germany 

 c) Iceland

 d) India

8. Which foreign holi-

day is most similar?

 a) Day of The Dead

 b) Turkish Day

 c) Twelvth Night

 d) All Souls’ Day 

9. Approximately how 

much money per year 

is spent on Halloween 

candy in the USA?

 a) $1.9 billion 

 b) $22 Million

 c) $857,928

 d) $5 billion

10. In what year was 

the Count Dracula 

Society founded?

  a) 1980

 b)  1879

 c)  1742

 d)  1962 

11. What Oregon 

pumpkin patch is in 

the top 10 in the USA?

 a) Rossi Farms

 b) The Plumper

     Pumpkin Patch 

 c) Indigo Farms

 d) Mistee Creek

        Farms

  

12. What was the fi rst 

wrapped penny candy?

 a) Bazooka Bubble

     gum

 b) Twix

 c) Tootsie Rolls

 d) Blow Pops

halloween?

halloween?

MY TURN

  YELENA

VECHERKINA

Violence, abuse, bullying: Pointless
 I have never been able to 
comprehend violence. Wheth-
er it be physical or verbal, 
abuse or bullying, as the abus-
er, where does it get you? How 
can someone feel so good 
about themselves, for hurting 
another person, whether they 
have a reason or not? I don’t 
see the point in throwing up 
your fi sts and leaving a mark 
on another person because 
you “feel like it” or harass-
ing them because “it’s fun.”
 Ultimately, violence hurts 
everyone. The way I see it, it 
is just an unhealthy, quick way 
to deal with insecurities, fear 
of being hurt, lack of power, 
and all of those emotions that 
you’ve thrown aside, refus-
ing to deal with for yourself.
 People fear those that 
harm them, and especially 
if it’s a continuous thing, re-
gardless of how long it’s been 
since they’ve been abused 
or bullied, and regardless of 
who did it, and where, that 
time in the person’s life that 
gave them momentary power 
and a feeling of accomplish-
ment, has forever left an emo-
tion or physical scar on the 
other, and in many cases is 

found to be life threatening, 
to not only themselves but 
other people. People that 
fi ght continue to fi ght, bring-
ing more people down, and 
fi lling more with anger and 
hate. Feeling powerful has 
never felt so great, has it?
 I’ve heard reasons and 
excuses to fight, time and 
time again from people that 
are or were once close to 
me, and honestly, regardless 
of their reason, the outcome 
has always turned out to be 
the same. People get mad, 
people get hurt, and the un-
derlying reasons are always 
caused by unstable emotions.
 “[Bullying] really can af-
fect how [people] feel about 
themselves and their ability 
to form relationships, feel safe 
in the world,” stated Cheryl 
Rode, director of Clinical Op-
erations at the San Diego Cen-
ter for Children in California.
 Not once in my life have 
I seen someone truly benefi t 
from fi ghting, from violence, 
or from abuse. And until that 
day comes, I will not approve 
of it or be one to stand around 
and encourage it. To me, 
violence is not the answer.

 Banned Books Week 
is a time to ponder just how 
narrow-minded certain 
groups of people can be. 
 The week was estab-
lished to remind us that book 
banning is still practiced 
at many schools, that we 
should be celebrating the 
likes of Salinger and Gold-
ing who, if ultra-concerva-
tive parents had their way, 
would be unknown names 
at each and every American 
high school.
 Fortunately, J.D. Salin-
ger and William Golding 
are not only familiar to Da-
vid Douglas students, but 
celebrated for their award-
winning novels Catcher 
in the Rye and Lord of the 
Flies, respectively. When it 
comes to books we don’t 
like the word banned around 
here, and for good reason. 
 Whether it be To Kill A 
Mockingbird, Of Mice and 
Men, or Huckleberry Finn, 
(all award-winning master-
pieces taught at Douglas and 
on the should-be-banned 
list) our curriculum teaches 
and encourages students to 
read literature that is true to 
history and human nature.
 The Highlander knows 
the dangers of suppressing 

the truth simply because it 
can be “offensive” to some. 
We hope that Banned Books 
Week opened your eyes  
that the book you’ve been 
assigned to read may not be 
available to students at an-
other high school. That  book 
perhaps nestled untouched at 
the bottom of your backpack 
is really worth reading.
 Books that have im-
mortal themes and depth of  
meaning, books as relevant 
today as to the day they 
were written, are part of the 
English curriculum for good 
reason. Even those not taught 
but on the should-be-banned 
list have merit. Take the 
Harry Potter series: believe 
it or not, they too are on the 
list. Why? They apparently 
promote the dark arts. Do 
the millions of Potter fans 
really read these wonderful 
books as instruction manuals 
for witchcraft? Or are these 
books celebrated for their 
promotion of loyal friend-
ships and courageous and 
nobel behavior?
 Perhaps we’re giv-
ing too much credit to the 
creators of this list. Perhaps 
they themselves have never 
read any one of these books 
to begin with.

 Teen dating is unhealthy 
and time wasting. Lately, it 
seems that most high school 
and even middle school stu-
dents are in some kind of ro-
mantic relationship—or ending 
one. I know at the moment it 
can be fun but looking at the big 
picture, it is a complete waste 
of  time, energy, and even feel-
ings. 
 I’m not trying to put some-
one down, or take my anger out 
on someone. I just see no point 
to in dating while you are still in 
high school. Most present day 
couples won’t get married and 
aren’t planning on getting mar-
ried. Most of the relationships 
that start in school end in school, 
and never on good terms. 
 I have been over to my 
friend’s house twice already this 
year with buckets of ice cream 
to cheer her up after a break-up, 
of course with the same guy.
 This is not healthy. In fact, 
it can lead to depression and 
other psychological disorders. 
People get so used to breaking 
up that even divorce seems 
normal. Yes, the divorce rate is 
larger than the rate of people ac-
tually married. This is devastat-
ing. Isn’t a successful marriage 
what most people look for in 
life? Of course there’s education 
and then career, but after that, 
everyone wants to settle down. 

People look for a home, not just 
a house.     
 When people are ready 
they should practice healthy 
relationships from the begin-
ning. This means choosing the 
right partner with similar values, 
not just a partner. This becomes 
a problem, because growing 
and learning changes values. 
The best and most reasonable 
option is just to abstain from any 
romantic relationships in high 
school, at least for educational 
purposes. 
 Another thing that abso-
lutely drives me crazy is when 
students complain about not 
having enough time for home-
work because of activities, when 
in reality they spend their time 
with their boyfriend/girlfriend. 
Stop whining and stop wasting 
time talking on the phone or 
hanging out. I can guarantee 
that in a year it will not mat-
ter whether you talked on the 
phone one night or missed a 
date another. But when you 
fail a class because of missed 
assignments, you’ll remember 
which college rejected you. 
 It’s best just to eliminate all 
factors that could get in the way 
of functioning just as a student. 
There is so much time ahead to 
do whatever else teens wish to 
do. For now, let’s just focus on 
what’s really important.

“Most of the relation-

ships that start in 

school end in school, 

and never on good 

terms.”

Dear Editor, 
 Since when is it not okay 
to voice your legitimate opin-
ion at our school? The other 
day while walking down the 
hallway I got pulled aside by 
a security guard who asked 
me to pull down my socks 
because they had an “offen-
sive term” on them: the word 
“Gay.”  After telling me that 
wearing these socks is just as 
offensive to straight people as 
it would be for me if someone 
was wearing anti-gay socks, 
they took me to the principal’s 
offi ce. I spent over an hour in 
there giving reasons why the 
term is not offensive, one of 
which was this: that day stu-
dents were wearing the color 
purple to honor the seven boys 
who killed themselves after 
being bullied. Still, they forced 
me to cover something that 
represented who I am. If this 
school really wants to respect 
diversity, it needs to take a step 
up and accept our students for 
who they are and what they 
really believe.

Junior 
Jordan DuPont

Dear Editor, 
 There is a matter of great 
injustice going on within the 
beautiful walls of our school. 
Every day, lunch begins and 
kids are so excited. They stand 
in line for what seems like 
hours, waiting for their deli-
cious burger. They get their 
sweet, juicy, mouth-watering 
cheeseburger, but fi nd some-
thing missing. There are no 
French fries! That’s right, 
French fries are no more! The 
dynamic duo of burgers and 
fries has been destroyed. Like 
peanut butter without jelly, 
like Batman without Robin. I 
feel that this matter should be 
addressed immediately.

Sophomore
A.C. O’neal

Dear Editor, 
 Why are we killing our 
planet? It’s not like we are 
asking the average person to 
lock themselves to a tree and 
become an eco-crazy, but there 
are simple things we can do to 

save our environment. You 
can recycle, cut your shower 
time by 5 minutes, or even do 
something as simple as turning 
the lights off when you leave 
a room. Doing these things 
won’t only save the planet but 
will also save money.

Sophomore
Kylie Youngblood

buse bullying: Pointless

Aislinn Carson

Dancin’ In 
The Moonlight



Sexual preference should not matterPOINT

KAITLYN SHOSTAK

staff reporter
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No, it’s not; 
it’s unfair

COUNTER-POINT

CASSIDY BEAN

staff reporter

Piercing 
suspension 
reasonable

“As soon as 

you drive into the 

camp, you feel it:  

the raw, enthusiastic 

energy that emanates 

through the entire 

place.”

WHATWHAT

THINK?THINK?
do you

“Jump the 

Grand Canyon 

on a motor-

cycle”

-Junior

Dave Resue Jr.

Emma Moss

And so it goes

•Theodore •Theodore 
Roosevelt was the Roosevelt was the 
only president who only president who 
was blind in one was blind in one 
eye.eye.

•The eye makes •The eye makes 
movements 50 movements 50 
times every second.times every second.

•Chinese is the most •Chinese is the most 
spoken language in spoken language in 
the world.the world.

• Eleven of the 50 • Eleven of the 50 
states are named states are named 
after an actual per-after an actual per-
son.son.

• The act of chewing 
an apple is a more 
effi cient way to stay 
awake than caffeine.

• Butterfl ies were 
formerly known by 
the name Flutterby.

F a c t s  c o u r t e s y  S n a p p l e . c o m

“Travel the 

world in a hot 

air balloon. ”

-Senior 

Elizabeth 

Judar

know?know?
You

diddid

The “Buried Life” inspiring to many

NATASHIA DUNCAN

features editor                                    

What do you want 
to do before you 

die?

The last wholesome place on earth

“Skydiving!”

-Freshman

Selena Anaya

MARGO 
RUTLEDGE

staff reporter

 

How would you feel if you were 
bullied and ridiculed by your peers 
every single day of your life, simply 
because you preferred the color blue 
over the color yellow? That sounds 

ridiculous, doesn’t it? You’re asking yourself, why 
would people be so cruel as to judge someone for 
what they choose in life? So, what difference does 
it make when someone prefers being romantically 
involved with someone of the same sex? Who a 
person has feelings for, shouldn’t change who they 
are. They are still just as normal, and respectable 
as anyone else, and I don’t understand how anyone 
couldn’t see that. 

18-year-old Tyler Clementi, an accomplished 
violinist and a Rutgers University freshman, was 
recently filmed having a sexual encounter with an-
other male in his dorm room by his roommate Dharun 
Ravi, and classmate Molly Wei. It was then posted 
live on the internet. Clementi committed suicide three 
days later by jumping off of the George Washington 
Bridge on Wednesday, September 22. Ravi and Wei 
were charged with two counts of invasion of privacy, 
with a chance of five years in prison. 

Clementi isn’t the only one. In the last month 
alone, there have been six teenage suicides regard-
ing sexual orientation. 13-year-old Seth Walsh, a 
student from California took his life on Tuesday, 
September 19, by hanging himself from a tree in 
his back yard after being bullied in school for years 
for being gay. Asher Brown, a 13-year-old student 
from Hamilton Middle School shot himself with 
a handgun after coming out to his parents only 
hours before. On September 9, Billy Lucas, 15 
years of age hung himself in the rafters of a barn 
after his peers would bully him, and continuously 
tell him to kill himself. The incidents continue 
day after day. 

It’s unfathomable to me, that with how far 
our society has come with accepting diversity, 
that teenage suicide for being gay, or lesbian has 
become so common. Sickening, that a person could 
have so much hatred, as to ruin these poor teenag-
ers’ lives. My heart goes out to these families that 
have lost their children and to others going through 
the same things that these teenagers did, and are 
silently suffering. Know that you are loved by 
many, many people. Embrace who you are, and be 
comfortable in your skin. Stay strong, and be true 
to who you are, because no matter who that is, no 
one can change, or take that away from you.

 The suspension 
of a 14-year-old 
girl for violating 
her North Carolina 
school dress code 

by wearing a nose stud is, despite the 
controversy, perfectly reasonable.
 The dress code at Clayton High 
school, which is the school she at-
tends, clearly states that facial pierc-
ings, short skirts, sagging pants, and 
abnormal hair color is not permitted 
because it may be distracting to 
other students. The consequence of 
violating the school dress code is 
suspension, and this girl should be 
no exception. If every other student 
at school is forced to follow the dress 
code, why shouldn’t she? The only 
exception to the dress code is religion, 
and although she does belong to a 
small church called the Church of 
Body Modifi cation, her religion does 
not require her to wear a nose ring at 
all times, in other words it would not 
kill her to take it out during school 
hours.  Every student should have 
an equal opportunity to learn with no 
distractions, 

C l a y t o n 
High School in 
North Carolina 
was recently sued 
for ridiculously 
suspending a 14-
year-old girl sim-

ply for having a nose ring.
 If a nose ring or abnormal hair 
color is against school policy, so be it, 
but that girl had a reason for wearing 
that piercing. She wasn’t just trying 
to get into trouble. Her reason? Re-
ligion. The student and her mother 
belonged to an unfamiliar and small 
religious group called the Church 
of Modifi cations, where members 
express their individuality through 
unique piercings and dyed hair.
 I myself am not a big fan of nose 
rings, but because it was a part of the 
girl’s religion the school should not 
have interfered the way they did. 
Their dress code simply says that fa-
cial piercings are not allowed unless 
the piercings are based on a religious 
belief, which hers was. The school 
should respect that. 
 It is understandable why the 
school board would ban nose pierc-
ings. They are not professional and 
they do have the ability to be dis-
tracting. What is not understandable, 
though, is why the student who was 
distracted by the piercing was not 
moved. Don’t suspend the student 
with the piercing just because one 
single student doesn’t like it. 

 Outdoor School is one of the 
most amazing places that I have 
ever been to. As soon as you 
drive into the camp, you feel it: the 
raw, enthusiastic energy that em-
anates through the entire place. 
As a student leader, you get off 
the bus and prepare yourself for 
a week that will ultimately change 
you a little bit forever. It is strange 
to think that one week at a place 
can have such a profound effect 
on someone, but I know fi rsthand 
that it does. Every kid, staff mem-
ber, teacher, or fellow student 
leader that you meet will leave a 
tiny mark on your heart forever. 
 Everyone comes in the same 
way. A little apprehensive, excit-
ed, maybe even a bit uncertain. 
Uncertain whether or not this will 
be a good experience, if you will 
get along with the people, if ev-
erything will turn out okay. Not to 
mention, every face you see is the 
face of a stranger. However, in the 
end we leave as a family.  We’ve 
all gone days without showers, 
missed our friends and family 

back home, slept in a foreign bunk, 
learned new things about nature, 
met new people. We’ve all set up the 
dining hall, cleaned a bathroom, and 
visited the nurse at least once. We 
are all united by those things. 
 One of the things that I like 
best about Outdoor School is the 
fact that everyone works together to 
do things that they would normally 
probably refuse to do if they were at 
home. If you were asked to scrape 
the remnants of 100 sixth grader’s 
dinner onto one plate, which is 
then dumped into a big bucket fi lled 
with food waste, would you do it? 
It’s pretty disgusting, but everyone 
does it without complaint. We do it 
because we love to be there, and a 
minor thing like getting our hands a 
bit dirty could never deter us from it.
 To people that have never 
gone, it is diffi cult to understand 
how much it means to the people 
that go and return week after week 
. I encourage everyone to try it at 
least once, no matter how busy you 
think your schedule is. I can prom-
ise you it will be more than worth it.

 What do you want to do before you 
die? Personally for me I would want 
to help someone. Not just anyone and 
not someone who is expecting it. I want 
to help someone whose life it would 

change and make a very deep impact on, something that 
would inspire them to help others as they have been. 
 Recently I sat down to watch “The Buried Life” 
a somewhat new show on MTV that follows 4 boys as 
they travel around the U.S. trying to cross things off 
their “bucket list.” Within one day I had watched the 
whole season. I was so interested in these boys as they 
went on a mission to cross off things on their list that 
they had created with a 100 things to do before they die. 
In return when they cross something off their list they 
help others to cross something off their list. One epi-
sode that was very inspiring and showed me how much 
of an impact you can have on a person’s life was #41 on 
the list, “make a toast at a stranger’s wedding.” 

 On this episode the boys found a wedding to 
make their toast at and were able to cross #41 off 
their list. In return they began talking to a local artist 
and ask him what he wants to do before he dies in 
which he replies that he wants to reunite with his son 
that he hasn’t seen in 17 years. The boys do some 
research and are able to reunite him with his son. I 
fi nd this very inspiring at the fact that these boys just 
want to do something fun and in return are able to 
help change a man’s life by helping him get in touch 
with his son again. 
 If it weren’t for these boys this man may have 
never seen his son again. I think it is the simplicity of 
it all that not only inspires me, but shocks me. I was 
drawn to this show because it is not something we 
hear and see every day. In the end I was shown that 
it’s that hard. These boys created something so sim-
ple, yet so big. They created something that changes 
lives forever. 
 It amazes me how with such a simple idea at 
hand that more people haven’t tried what these boys 
are doing, and that is pursuing your life goals.
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Take the fi
There is a proverb that says, “Never judge a man until you have walked a There is a proverb that says, “Never judge a man until you have walked a 
mile in his shoes”. Well, four mile in his shoes”. Well, four HighlanderHighlander staff members gave it their best  staff members gave it their best 
shot as they took the fi rst step to associating with different groups of shot as they took the fi rst step to associating with different groups of 
people. Each of the following staff members attended a meeting with a people. Each of the following staff members attended a meeting with a 
group of individuals they never would have considered associating with group of individuals they never would have considered associating with 
until this assignment was presented to them. Here are their stories.until this assignment was presented to them. Here are their stories.

 When I attended the Gay Straight Alliance meeting on Oct. 19, I felt nervous, afraid, and 
most of all, an outsider. I don’t consider myself homophobic. I’m pretty open-minded, but I 
never would have attended this meeting if I wasn’t asked to. It just isn’t a club I feel I should 
belong to.
Sitting nervously in the back corner of the room, I waited. Eleven students and four teachers 
showed up, and my nerves slowly went away. This was a cool group of people, and they

were all very friendly to me. I was also  impressed by their intelligent opinions and how confi dent they 
were about those opinions. This was a group of people who know who they are. They started the meeting by 
arranging the desks in a circle so everyone was in sight of one another. I stayed in the corner of the room, 
not because I was nervous to join them, but I wanted to just observe.
      The meeting began with everyone going around the circle and introducing themselves. They then 
began to discuss the Oct. 20, anti-lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender bullying day. On this nationally
 recognized day students, teachers,  and adults wear purple to show that they want the discrimination 
to stop. Interesting stories were told and great ideas were respectfully shared.
     About halfway through the meeting all the GSA members shared their thoughts of the year so far. 
It was during this discussion that I realized that these students may act differently than me; they 
may dress differently than me, and their sexual orientation is different than mine, but once I got
past all that, I realized they are all going through the same things that a straight teenager like me 
is going through—well, that’s not being entirely honest. They’re going through undoutedly more. 
I don’t face terrible biggotry on a daily basis because I’ve chosen to be straight.
     I am glad that I took the fi rst step by attending a GSA meeting. I know it’s cliché, but I 
discovered that we all had far more in common than anything else.

CHRIS MILLS

staff reporter
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first step...
 

RACHEL SHELLEY

sports editor

I don’t attend church on a weekly basis and I can’t 
say I’m drastically religious, but I attended Emmanual 
Temple to try something new. Not only was it completely 
different than any other church I have attended, it was 
almost frightening at fi rst.

As I sat in the pews, I started to wonder if I was 
going to be the only Caucasian attending the service. 

Everyone that was coming in was African American and it made me feel 
extremely out of place. Not because I was white, but because I was under 
dressed and just sitting quietly in the middle of the room. As it came closer 
to starting time, more people fi led in and I received a couple really warm 
welcomes. A handshake, and even a hug from someone I had never met. I 
was extremely pleased to notice that I was not the only Caucasian attending 
the service, and that I was welcomed with open arms.

The serive started with the Praise Team getting on stage and singing 
along with everyone else. It really was just like in the movies. The choir on 
stage singing, everyone clapping and the extreme energy. If you walked into 
Emmanual feeling upset at all, you left feeling relaxed and rejuvenated.

The paster talked for a little while and then introduced a man named 
Lamont and his four year old daughter, J’shuna. Lamont had been raising 

J’shuna for about a year, when her mother called Lamont saying that he 
wasn’t J’shuna’s father, and that her biological father would be taking care of 

her from here on. So, without having much of a choice, Lamont was 
getting ready to take the girl he had been raising, to be reunited 

with her biological father, who J’shuna remembered as being 
part of her life in the past. This was something extremely 

touching to me and I’ll admit, I started to tear up a little as he 
was sharing this story. Even thought I didn’t know Lamont 
personally, learning that he had been raising J’shuna, and 
then out of no where has to let her go live with another 
family, broke my heart. I couldn’t imagine going through 
something like this and it tore me apart inside to see a 
grown man crying in front of at least 60 people. 

I never thought I would attend a church where I was 
the minority. Although, now that I have I’ve realized      t h a t 
even when I was almost positive I woul dn’t be able to 
relate to the people around me, it turned out we had 
more in common than I would have thought. I personally 
am glad I took the fi rst step to looking at religion from 
another perspective. 

After one sour experience at 
Younglife my freshman year, I 
continued to dislike and judge this 
Christian club. When the Highlander 
decided on this idea of taking a 
first step towards people we are 
uncomfortable with, I decided to give 

Younglife another try. Although I was slightly skeptical of 
this idea, I realized that the only way I could truly asses 
what Younglife is about, I had to attend the meeting again. 
So, I went. 
 I’d never been the religious type, I’m a spiritual 
person, I believe in God, but I was never comfortable with 
congregating to pray or talk about Him—or Her. If there is a 
God, I dont feel close to him in a church, or with a gathering 
of others; I feel closest to him outside, specifically when 
I’m running. This is the only time I truly feel spiritual, when 
I’m pushing my body to limits where most don’t allow their 
body to get to. This allows me to believe that spiritually, 
something is helping me get through this pain, allowing me 
to be fully grounded in mind and push myself through every 
obstacle to get to the finish line. But anyways, I felt with 
this opportunity, it was a chance to give religion, and the 
group another try. 
 Going into Younglife, I was fairly nervous, which isn’t 
normal for me. If you know me very well, you’d know I am 
a “social butterfly,” and if I wanted to, could be involved in 
any group some way. For some reason though, this setting 
and atmosphere made me uncomfortable. I remembered 
the group being very cliquey, and the feeling being very 
“unwelcoming.” To be honest, I didnt want to sit in a circle 
and quote Bible versus for the next hour and a half, so I 
second guessed what I got myself into. But, this time, it 
wasnt like that at all. 
  Ironically when I entered the room, it was casino night. 
Imagine that, casino night at a Christian youth club. But, I 
had a super fun time. For the entire night, we were allauded 
time to just have fun, play games, mix around with people, 
laugh and just have a good time. Fun happens to be just 
plain fun, no matter what you believe in. I felt like I was 
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part of the group, like I fit in, although there seemed to 
be a couple cliquey groups sticking to the same game 
tables, I still felt involved, even though my beliefs were 
different from the rest. Not once did someone ask me, 
when I found Christ, or when was I born again? But I 
quickly noticed something, they all felt connected. I have 
to admit, I kind of envied that. As a child, religion was 
forced on me from my Nana, though she meant well.  Ever 
since I was old enough to make my own decisions, I left 
all those beliefs behind. After watching all these people 
together, however they looked so passionate about what 
they believed in, and looked connected through their 
religion. Even after talking to a few members who have 
been involved with Younglife for the past few years, I 
envied how close they were to their beliefs. They truly 
loved what they were involved in, and had nothing but 
positive thoughts and feelings towards their religion. The 
only experience I’ve had with truly being 110% passionate 
and in love with what I’m involved in would be with my 
sports. I’d never even imagined being so close to God, or 
believing in something so deeply, but this group almost 
made me want to renew how I felt about my beliefs. I’m 
still skeptical to the idea, but it’s refreshing knowing that 
I took the first step in understanding and accepting this 
huge world of religion. 
 I’m human, I will always think about things before I 
buy in, I will always have my opinions and my doubts, but 
one thing that surprised me the most was that Younglife 
accepted me, without even asking or without concern 
that I was not a “believer.” For those of you who are 
like me, and are skeptical of religion, I encourage you 
to give groups like this a try. They might surpise you. 
Younglife especially, they accepted people like me, who 
wanted to give religion another try. This group allowed 
me to experience something new, without having to buy 
in immediately.   
 Overall, my second Younglife experience was 
improved, and I am considering joining the group next 
Monday. This experience wasn’t just for the newspaper, 
nor was it to change my opinion. This experience taught 
me that first impressions are not always what they should 
be. Sometimes it is the second opportunity one gets to 
judge something that gives you the best judgment.

ASHELY LADELY

features editor
TANIA AYERS-WELLS

staff reporter

 Going to church is normal for me, but attending 
the Mt. Scott Ward Church of Latter Day Saints, 
otherwise known as a Mormon church, gave me 
goosebumps.

As I stepped into the Sacrament Service, I took a 
seat in the back just to play it safe. Not only was this 
religion completely new to me, I was one of only four 
African Americans in the building. The congregation 

started to pray, which was normal for me because that is what I do at my 
church. The whole church then sang. I picked up a hymn book and began 
to sing along, their songs were completely different than what we sing. It 
was fun and entertaining to sing different songs to the lord. At my church I 
would have clapped at the end of a song or stood up, but not at this church. 
Everyone remained quiet. That made me a little uncomfortable.

At the beginning of the service the president of the church introduced 
new members. It was all done very politely. If I were to be at my church, we 
would not only introduce ourselves to new members, we give them a hug. I 
arrived a little late and was unable to receive an introduction and greeting. 
 The primary program was a special part of the service I attended. 
Instead of having adults present a passage, the children did. This was 
really cute and kind of touching. Each of the kids recited a scripture then 
they sang a song that related to the verse.  They sounded great, and 
were confi dent. It was obvious that they were used to speaking to the 
congregation and that they felt loved and supported. 

After the program, and the last hymn was sung, the benediction 
was given, which concluded the sacrament service.  At my church, the 
benediction is when the elders would come and pray for any one who 
wanted prayer, but the LDS church just dismissed which was kinda different 
for me. My church makes sure that any one who wants prayer can come 
and receive it.   

I have to be honest. When I was driving to the church, I was extremely 
nervous to the point were I was shaking. But once the service was over, I 
was happy that I came and I felt really happy I had the experience a church 
that I have never would have gone to. The experience that I had was great. 
Even though their approach to the Bible and the Lord is very different than 
my church’s approach, I still felt the love of the God when I was there. I 
walked out of the church as if I understood LDS members more than I 
did before. And maybe they understood me too. My assumptions about 
the Mormon church have changed. That never would have happened if 
I hadn’t experienced a service myself and I’m glad I took the fi rst step in 
experiencing another religion. 
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 It is the ultimate achievement for 
a teenager.  Own and operate your 
own vehicle.  The fi rst step is to pass 
the permit test after your 15th birth-
day.  Then, you have to learn how to 
drive, and pass your driver’s licence 
test as well.  There are a series of 
diffi cult tasks that must be completed 
before you can be a legal teen on the 
road.  None of these challenges even 
come close to the diffi culty of paying 
your insurance monthly.
 As a teenage male, I get the 
worst of it.  Insurance companies 
generalize people.  I am seen in 
their eyes as a crazy driver.  There 
is no driving test to fi x your insurance 
rate.
 I was rather unlucky to not have 
parents who paid my insurance, and 
as a result, I have had to work part-
time since I was 16.  Now, I work 
31 hours a week, and just barely 
make my insurance payments each 
month.  
  There needs to be a change in 

the corrupt system used by these 
insurance companies.  All teenag-
ers are not pedestrian-killing, road-
raging lunatics.  In fact, it’s really a 
small percentage that are.
 The insurance companies are 
making big money.  If you assume 
that you pay $120 per month (half of 
what I pay) for 20 years of insurance, 
that’s $28,800.  That’s the rough 
equivalent of three or four cars, un-
less you hit a brand new Hummer.  
If you don’t hit someone, the guy 
behind that desk at your insurance 
agency is probably going on a nice 
long vacation.
 Someone needs to step up to 
the plate and fi x this problem.  New 
drivers should be given the benefi t 
of the doubt, not the cold shoulder.  
Maybe the insurance companies 
should give a driving test of their 
own, and base their rates on driv-
ing skill.  Insurance rates should 
be fair, and not control the lives of 
students.

“All teenagers are 

not pedestrian-

killing, road-

raging lunatics.”

According to President Barrack Obama, the length 
of the school day needs to be increased to mend the 
ever-growing achievement gap with other nations. 
Adding more hours to the school day is simply not the 
answer.

In this new century many students are pressured to juggle extra 
curricular activities, a job, and managing perfect grades. The continual 
push to succeed, many times, just doesn’t leave time for students to relax 
and enjoy doing nothing. The twenty-four hour workday barely seems 
to fi t a homework slot and sleeping time considering most students are 
up and going from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily.

If Obama’s proposal fi nalizes, it would increase the school day 
by approximately 3 hours a week or 10 minutes per class, according 
to the Associated Press. Ten minutes per class may not seem hefty but 
considering that our classes are an hour and twenty minutes, then the 
day may seem neverending.

The increase in school hours is supposed to push students to study 
more and provide students with better survival tactics in “the profes-

sional environment of the coming decades,” said President Obama. 
Although it’s apparent that the gap in student achievement is present, 
adding hours to the school day will not mend the ever-growing gap.

The achievement gap is a mere illusion constructed by unreliable 
statistics. Other nations appear to have “smarter” students because 
standardized testing is only permitted to rigorously challenged and 
privileged students. America, on the other hand, has all students par-
ticipating and therefore the test score scenario is fl awed. By increasing 
school hours for the sole reason of having higher test scores, is not a 
legitimate reason.

Before proposing more hours, our government might want to start 
with enhancing and fi xing the school curriculum. Our government 
could enforce guidelines that encourage schools to add more in-depth 
lessons and teaching. The American curriculum could be more focused 
on math and science or other problematic areas to help students that 
are failing or struggling.

When all options to improve our educational system fail, then can 
focus on adding more instructional hours start. Before expanding on 
the longer school day idea and imposing new laws, our government 
should make certain that schools are making progress in the time they 
already have.

Teen insurance rates outrageous

“Three hours, 
because it’s more 
than two, and less 
than four.”

Marcus Smith

Junior

“Four hours, like on 
early release days.  
I miss those.”

Runako Belt

Senior

“Eight to eleven 
so that we can go 
home early.”

Alena Skrylnikova

Sophomore

 We need to 
make changes 
in physical edu-
cation classes 
in the United 

States. The types of exercise most 
of us have been doing since kin-
dergarten in our physical education 
classes are not enjoyable and P.E. 
teachers’ apathy towards exercise 
contribute to this problem.

We’ve all at one point asked 
our P.E. teachers why they won’t 
jog the two miles that they as-
signed with us. How many of us 
have gotten “I’ve already had to do 
it when I was P.E.” as a response? 
What does this teach students? 
Aren’t P.E. teachers supposed to 
encourage us to do some type of 
physical activity every day of our 
lives? P.E. teachers should lead 
by example. It’s unrealistic to 
expect P.E. teachers to participate 
in every activity alongside their 
students when P.E. teachers have 
3 classes a day. But, participating 
in a couple of activities with their 
classes would defi nitely encourage 
students to actively participate and 
engage more when exercising.

Recently in my AP Human 
Geography class, we were discuss-
ing cultural diffusion in the form of 
exercise. We looked at several dif-
ferent forms of exercise and how 
they had spread around the world. 
Salsa began in the Caribbean and 
expanded worldwide as a form of 
aerobic exercise. Yoga began in In-
dia and also expanded worldwide 
as an enjoyable form of exercise.
The type of exercise that we have 
in physical education classes in 
the United States is called “boot 
camp fi tness.” 

Many say it’s torture, but it 
works. When we looked at this 
American form of exercise, we 
realized it hasn’t expanded to any 
other part of the world. Boot camp 
fi tness the type of exercise most of 
us have been doing in our physical 
education classes since elementary 
school and the fact that no other 
part of the world has adopted our 
form of exercise says something.

Students often dread going to 
P.E. class. Many of the exercises 
we do are not enjoyable; they’re 
more like torture. If schools of-
fered more options for physi-
cal education classes, students 
would be more likely to actively 
participate in class and exercise 
outside of school. P.E. teachers 
should encourage their students 
to live healthy lives by setting the 
example.

 

Outside 
the box
Garrett Archer

The “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy, the Pen-
tagon’s official 
response to gays 
in the military, is 

a rising issue today. After all, it’s time 
for mid-term elections, and issues like 
this always seem to come up when its 
time to vote. The question is to repeal 
the policy or not. My personal opinion 
on this is confl icted, considering the 
pros and cons are touchy. I do believe, 
however, that this homophobic policy 
is unnecessary and needs to go away. 
    As it stands, gay, lesbian, and bi-
sexual individuals are able to serve in 

any branch of the military as long as 
they are not open about their sexual 
preference. Which means the men 
and woman who have been serving 
our country for years have more than 
likely worked with several homo-
sexual individuals. Did it affect the 
way they did their jobs? More than 
likely, not. The majority of veterans 
don’t believe that it was any of their 
business to know whether or not the 
person standing to their left or right 
was a homosexual. As long as that 
person can back up his troops, then 
what is the problem? Is there even 
one at all?
    On the other hand, there are those 
homophobic individuals who believe 
that if homosexual men and women 
are able to openly serve in the military, 

that they will force their orientation on 
soldiers and sailors around them and 
cause some extremely uncomfortable 
situations. Men serving in the military 
may say that the gay man next to him 
was trying to “check him out.” Well, 
chances are if he’s gay, whether he 
is open about it or not, he’s already 
checked out every guy around him. 
That doesn’t necessarily mean that his 
feelings will be forced upon everyone 
so drastically that the task at hand will 
be compromised. 
     The story of Jenny Kopfstein is 
a prime example of sexual prefer-
ence not affecting the work ethic of 
homosexual individuals serving their 
country. Kopfstein attended the Naval 
Academy and graduated from Surface 
Warfare Offi cers School. After serv-

ing  in the navy for a few months, she 
wrote a letter to her Commanding 
Offi cer stating that she was a lesbian, 
but wished to continue serving her 
country. She was highly accomplished 
but on the grounds of “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell” the Board of Inquiry narrow-
mindedly honorably discharged Ko-
pfstein in 2002 after serving nearly 
three years in the navy.

If it makes people uncomfortable 
when one of their coworkers brings 
a same-sex date to the staff dinner, 
deal with it. I’m uncomfortable when 
homophobic individuals glare at the 
gay couple throughout the dinner. Ho-
mosexuality is part of society, whether 
you’re serving in the military or not, 
and so is the patriotic desire to serves 
one’s country. 

H i s p a n i c 
Heritage month is 
not really a month. 
It spans between 
two months, from 

September 15 to October 15. It is in 
this time that I see the celebrations 
of independence in 7 different Latin 
American countries in the span of 
two days. 

For all these demonstrations of 
cultural pride, which are supposed 
to unite and inspire the Latino com-
munity in the United States, I don’t 
believe they’re having the effects 
they’re supposed to have. When 
our moment of recognition comes 
during the year, how many people 
even know that it is Hispanic Heri-
tage month? How many classes or 
students realize what it means to be 
Hispanic when not one class that I 
have had mentions or even points 
out what Hispanic Heritage is?

The only way Hispanic Heri-
tage would be taken seriously is if 
we, Latinos, Hispanics, Chicanos, 
start taking ourselves seriously. 

There are many ways to get respect. 
There is respect through fear and 
intimidation, or there is respect 
through accountability and respon-
sibility. Our parents are hard work-
ers, and they have paved a path, 
that we can take advantage of that 
they didn’t have. The biggest waste 
that we as second or fi rst generation 
Latinos would be to throw away the 
opportunity to become doctors, law-
yers, businessman and engineers. 

I’m going to quote a musician 
that many know and at the same 
time don’t know. His name is Carlos 
Coy. He is a rapper that is locked up 
and he used to slang everything. In 
one of his latest albums he says on a 
intermission’ “its easy to sell drugs, 
its easy to get high, what’s hard is 
going to school, earning that grade 
and getting an education.”

In a way, he’s right. The only 
way we can show our parents that 
we appreciate their sacrifi ce is to 
succeed in education. They didn’t 
come for a quick check. They came 
here to better the situation for us. 
We must continue that tradition 
of trying to better our surround-
ings not only for ourselves but our 
children.
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“Many teens these 
days are always 
looking to cheat 

the system and for 
scapegoats

to get around
parents’ rules.”

How do you feel 
about parents

being able to fi lter 
text language?

   Jamie Nichols

“No, he ain’t 
mackin’ like Tiger 
Woods. He just 
tried to get at one 
girl.”

Runako Belt

Senior

“Yeah, but a lot of 
pro athletes think 
they can get away 
with whatever.”

Abby Winchester

Junior

“It’s stupid and 
an invasion of 
privacy.”

Taye Baker

Junior

“It’s nosy and 
none of their 
business. It’s my 
social life.”

Kim Zepeda

Junior

Teens smarter than Apple thinks

Mumford and 
Sons relate on 
personal level

 Apple, the company that pro-
duces iPods, has created a patent-
ed technology on Oct. 12 that can 
prevent kids from “sexting” and may 
also be used to enforce usage of sec-
ond language and grammar skills.

 The technology does not ad-
dress explicit images, but it does 
recognize certain words, and fi l-
ters abbreviated words that oth-
er text blockers may not catch. 
Children studying a foreign lan-
guage could be required to send 
a certain amount of messages in 
the language for each month for 
cell phone privileges, or oblige the 
student to identify and fi x spelling, 
punctuation and grammar mistakes 
before the message can be sent 
in hopes of the end of “text-talk.”
  Although this seems hopeful 
for parents, is it realistic? Many 
teens these days are always look-

ing to cheat the system and for 
scapegoats to get around parents’ 
rules, and this technology gives 
text savvy teens a challenge that I 
am sure they would be more than 
willing to take on. Parents may 
be intrigued by the new applica-
tion, but knowing my generation, 
teenagers will fi nd a way around it.
 This new application is another 
way for teens to develop built up 
regret for parents. First, teens are 
followed with a cell phone device 
tracker so parents can check the 
exact place their children are, and 
now they are controlling what kids 
say. If you ask me, it is just ask-
ing for trouble. If parents want to 
create better relationships with 
their kids, they should sit down 
and get to know them so they’ll 
want to share where they’re going 
and who they’re text messaging.

Unicorns 

and Glitter

 Mumford & Sons’ 
debut album Sigh No 
More is one of the most 
unique albums to come 
out in a long time. Their 

songs contain a unique folk sound that is hard 
to fi nd in this day and age.
 Vocalist Marcus Mumford’s voice fi lls 
all the songs on the album with emotion that 
hits close to home. The instruments used in 
their songs are unique and different from 
what the everyday mainstream artist would 
use, such as the banjo.
 Sigh No More offers a type of music 
that most people now-a-days aren’t used 
to. Mainstream radio often offers heavily 
computerized beats and vocals, but Mumford 
& Sons’ “Little Lion Man” successfully 
debuted on the radio giving the album more 
recognization. The lyrics of every song on 
this album are meaningful and can relate 
to anybody’s life. I’ve listened to Sigh No 
More several times now and every song has 
affected me each time. The angst displayed in 
Mumford’s words in the song “White Blank 
Page” sounds like a legitimate attack against 
someone who had hurt him. No other band 
or artist I have come across has made me 
feel differently in all the songs on a single 
album.
 With an album is good as this, it is hard 
to fi nd a single stand-out song, but there are 
several. The quiet start and slow build up to 
a fast tempo ending in “Awake My Soul” is 
artistically brilliant. “Timshel” is a song with 
calm, easing instrumentation, which allows 
Mumford to better display his deep and pas-
sionate voice. The song “Sigh No More” has 
a similar build up to “Awake My Soul,” but 
the lyrics stand out on their own, as carefully 
thought out to set a gloomy mood that builds 
up to an ending that sounds like a celebration 
of life. So many artists today fail to capture 
several emotions in one album as Mumford 
& Sons are able to do.
 I highly recommend anyone to listen to 
Sigh No More if they would like to indulge 
in emotional and lyrically based songs.

 Ever since our forefa-
thers established the United 
States, Americans were taught 
that Christopher Columbus 
discovered America, that Pearl 

Harbor was a surprise attack, and the unsuspect-
ing African-American men the government used 
as guinea pigs in syphilis experiments were safe. 
Well, my dear Americans, you’ve been lied to.
 The Full Disclosure Report said that Pearl 
Harbor was a surprise attack –it wasn’t. The 
United States saw war with Japan as a way to 
get into war with Germany, but Americans dis-
agreed to start war with Germany. Following 
an eight-step plan thought up by the Offi ce of 
Naval Intelligence, Roosevelt intentionally trig-
gered Japan to attack. Opposing the official 
story, the navy did not maintain radio silence; but 
sent messages, stopped and decoded by United 
States intercept stations. Tricked by the lie of a 
surprise attack, Americans marched off to war.
 Waking up each morning knowing loved 
ones are being sent off to war to be injured or 

killed, for reasons other than what we were told, 
isn’t something Americans should take lightly. 
If you’re willing to let your own children die 
because of lies, then you might as well be a slave.
 Many people believe that Christopher Co-
lumbus discovered America. He didn’t. He was a 
slave trader who enslaved the natives and was also 
known to cut their ears off. Yes, he may have stuck 
a fl ag in the ground and claimed the land fi rst, but 
he wasn’t the fi rst to lay eyes on the land nor did 
he establish it fi rst. The deserved credit goes to 
early Vikings who sailed across the sea and found 
America about 500 years before Columbus did.
 For forty years between 1932 and 1972, 
the U.S. Public Health Service conducted an 
experiment on 399 black men during the late 
stages of syphilis. These men were unschooled 
sharecroppers from one of the poorest counties 
in Alabama, never told of which disease they 
were suffering from or its seriousness. Only told 
that they were being treated for “bad blood,” their 
doctors didn’t plan to cure them. The doctors only 
wanted the data and left the men to suffer or die.
 Personally, I do not give my con-
sent to be lied to or to give my life for it 
and I hope America doesn’t, either.

DANIEL VU

staff reporter

 A l l e g a -
t i o n s  a r e  b e -
ing spread that 
NFL Minnesota 
Vikings’ quar-
t e r b a c k  B r e t t 

Favre sent inappropriate text 
messages and photos to a wom-
an who worked for the New 
York Jets when Favre played 
for the team in 2008. There are 
voicemails and risky pictures, 
along with a woman claiming 
it is Favre, who by the way is 
not only a 41-year-old NFL 
star, but also a married father.
 A t  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e , 
Favre refused to address the 
nude photo rumors. This story 
sounds similar to profession 
golf star Tiger Woods when 
the media practically tore him 
apart once rumors were proven 
Woods had numerous affairs. 
In Favre’s case, he has been 
accused of controversy before, 
such as a Vicodin addiction 

and alcoholism. Luckily for 
Favre, he was able to bounce 
b a c k  f r o m  t h e  r u m o r s  a n d 
sustain his family-man public 
image. He has also had two 
t empora ry  re t i r ements ,  bu t 
each time he has returned to 
play football for another year 
de sp i t e  h i s  age .  Don’ t  ge t 
me wrong, Favre is an amaz-
ing quarterback and could be 
cons ide red  a  l iv ing  l egend 
to some. However,  I  cannot 
stress this enough, celebrities 
and professional athletes seem 
to constantly jeopardize their 
career when affairs and what 
is deemed to be wrong in our 
society begin to take action. 
Favre has claimed to retire at 
least two or three times now 
and I agree he should retire. 
Not  because of  his  age and 
already attained accomplish-
men t s ,  bu t  because  he  has 
a l r e a d y  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a n d 
should just save himself the 
drama and trouble by stepping 
away from the limelight so the 
media isn’t  shining on him.

 I don’t want to hear about 
another  s ta r  a th le te  having 
an affair, there are more im-
portant things in the world to 
worry about. It is human na-
ture for us to make mistakes, 
yet Favre should already be 
aware that the media would 
love to report on gossip and 
rumors about him. By retir-
ing, the gossip of his private 
life could potentially decrease. 
Favre should take this allega-
tion as a sign to retire before 
things get worse for him, and 
poss ib ly  end  h i s  mar r i age , 
like Woods, and maybe even 
his career. The NFL doesn’t 
want team members making 
the team look bad and Favre 
should just be smart by stay-
ing out of trouble and avoid 
letting his fame get the best 
of him. He still has my respect 
as a quarterback, however he 
has  los t  my respect  for  h is 
inconsideration of the media 
and how they portray him, as 
well as sending inappropriate 
con ten t  t o  ano the r  f ema le .

 David Douglas High 
School has two separate 
lunches every day, which is 
important because there are 
over 3000 students at this 

school. But students who have early lunch 
on “A” days and late lunch on “B” days are 
unable to meet with students who have late 
lunch on “A” days and early lunch on “B” 
days. Only twice during the course of the year 
are students exposed to the whole of the stu-
dent body, once during the club fair at the be-
ginning of the year, and another time during a 
food festival, The Bite, toward the end of the 
school’s year. Having a joined lunch once a 
month for students gives the opportunity for 
students to see friends and meet new people.
 On the other hand, separate lunches bring 
out different advantages. It allows students 
to participate in multiple social groups, it 
reduces the amount of time the kitchen needs 
to be staffed, and teachers may be awarded 
an hour to interact with all other teachers.
 Exposure of multiple social groups 

can be helpful to students because it allows 
time to express feelings with others, but 
some may not be willing to share thoughts 
to strangers, although some may open up 
with just one of the group members. These 
groups also can broaden a students’ spec-
trum of interests and introduce them to 
things never before seen or thought possible.
 Loud noises in the halls during class can 
be very distracting to students and teachers, 
and sometimes shutting the door doesn’t 
help. This can prevent students’ ability to 
learn and may bring the entire class off 
track. During the days with a joined lunch, 
that noise will be little to none because all 
students should be in class at the same time.
 Because kitchens would be open 
for one hour instead of 80 minutes, the 
school would save money with the less-
ened time of kitchens being staffed.
 An advantage for teachers having the 
same lunch is that during the allotted time they 
could grade assignments, take a break from 
the classroom or engage socially with other 
teachers. That time could also be used for stu-
dents to work after the bell on class projects, 
study hall, or getting help from the teacher.
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Girls suffer disappointing loss to Pioneers
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Senior Sophia Stuart takes instruction form her coach before putting the ball back 
into play. The girls lost to Sandy 9-8 on Oct. 21.                                   Photo by Harley Jessen
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 Senior running back Antwan 
Baker and the David Douglas 
offense led the Scots to a huge 40-
14 win over the Centennial Eagles 
on their homecoming night on 
Oct. 22.
 Baker had a record setting 
night breaking the touchdown 
record and rebreaking the single 
game rushing record.    He rushed 
for 267 yards on 25 carries and 
had fi ve touchdowns.  His fi rst of 
the night was 10:50 into the fi rst 
quarter on the Scots fi rst posession 
when he broke out of the defense 
running 59 yards to the end zone.  
When the Eagles had no answer, 
Baker scored again this time on a 
34 yard run.  
 Junior wide receiver Marcell 
Frazier scored the Scots’ third 
touchdown, a 64 yard pass 
from junior quarterback Cody 
Patterson.  
 The Scots defense held off 
Centennial ending the half 27-0. 
Centennial had fi ve turnovers in 
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  or 

josh_dill@ddouglas.k12.or.us
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the game.  
 Baker didn’t 
stop his streak 
after halftime.  
He scored two 
more times in the 
second half, sitting 
out for the rest of 
the game after his 
fi fth touchdown, a 

3 yard run in the third quarter. 
 Sportmanship was key in the 
fourth when Coach Dan Wood took 
out Baker and put in second string 
players.  Baker had no complaints 
about sitting out for the fourth 
even though he was 30 yards shy 
of rushing 300 yards. 
 “He’s pretty grounded, he’s 
pretty squared away that way,”said 
Wood.  
 The team looks at every game  
as if it was the most important 
game of the season.  
 The Scot’s play Reynolds 
High School tomorrow Oct. 29 
at home in their last game of the 
season and have secured a spot 
in the playoffs for the fi fth year 
running. 

 B e -
fore senior 
R i c h a r d 
Seamster ’s 
fi nal basket-
ball season 
at David 
D o u g l a s 
has begun, 
he verbally 
committed to Northwest 
Nazarene University for a 
full ride scholarship and 
plans to sign Nov. 10, 2010.
 NNU is a NCAA divi-
sion II team and is a part of 
the Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference. NNU is located 
in Nampa Idaho and is a 
Christian Liberal arts col-
lege. Seamster plans on ma-
joring in Kinesiology.
 Seamster verbally com-
mitted after visiting the cam-
pus.
 “The campus was really 
nice, it was a good visit,” 
said Seamster. “The team re-
ally likes me and seems like 
a good group of guys.”
 Another factor that led 
Seamster to commit was the 
offer he received, a full ride.
 Before his offers ar-
rived, Seamster was consid-
ering Oregon, San Diego St. 
and PSU.

The battle with the Barlow 
Bruins may have been a loss for 
the Scots, but they battled long 
and hard. The girls’ soccer team 
went up against Barlow on Oct 
21, with the ending score 2-4 with 
the Scots on the losing side. 

Scots played strong defense, 
in the fi eld and at the goal, 
keeping the score at an even 
0-0 to end the fi rst half.  Junior 
Shatanya Fernandez, midfi elder 
and forward, was a strong asset to 
the team, leading the Scots to play 
aggressive defense. 

Eleven minutes into the 
second half, the Bruins made the 
fi rst goal; and only 13 minutes 
into the game, the Bruins made 
their second goal, putting the 
score 0-2.   The Scots were not 
giving up, and continued to play 
aggressive defense.

After the Bruins made their 
third goal, Fernandez scored, 
giving the Scots their fi rst point. 
The Bruins had previously 
taken a corner shot and scored, 

but when their 
second corner 
shot attempt 
was caught 
by sophomore 
Breanna Fanning, 
then kicked 
again out of her 
hands into the 
goal, some were 
skeptical that it 
was a legitimate 
goal. 

With only 
eight minutes 
left on the clock, 
Fernandez scored 
again, giving 
the Scots their 

second goal of the night, ending 
the game with 4-2, Bruins.

“Our defense held them 
tight,” said senior Alondra 
Chavez. “It was amazing. It was 
an intense game because we 
showed everyone that we don’t 
give up very easily.”

The girls’ next game is 
tonight  at 7:00 pm., on Senior 
Night, and is against the Reynolds 
Raiders at David Douglas.

FANNING

 The David Douglas girls’ water 
polo team lost against Sandy 9-8 on 
Thursday Oct. 21.
 In the fi rst period Sandy started 
of the game 2-0. Then sophomore 
Shelby Thomas scored twice and 
the fi rst period ended tied 2-2. 
 The second period started off 
by the pioneers scoring at 0:14 into 
the period. Then at 0:54 sophomore 
Arielle Stuart scored tying the game 
3-3. Later, senior captain Danielle 
Lisoski scored three times fi nishing 
the second period 6-4, David 
Douglas.
 The third period started off 
with an ejection at 0:24 for Arielle 
Stuart. David Douglas didn’t score 
in this period and Sandy scored 

three times with 
an ending score in 
the third period of 
6-7.
 “I was very 
disappointed in our 
play and hopefully 
learned a valuable 
lesson that not to 

look past at any of our opponents 
and not take them too lightly,” said 
coach John DeRoest.
 Starting the last period with two 
ejections for Sandy David Douglas 
had a time out at 1:20. Then Thomas 
and Lisoski scored and lead the 
game 8-7, but that didn’t last much 
with an ending score of 9-8.
 “It was a very disappointing 
loss because we are so much better 
than that,” said senior captain 
Danielle Lisoski.

LISOSKI

S E P T E M B E R

SEAMSTER



Shelly fi nishes 12th at THS
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Volleyball falls to Rams on Senior Night

YELENA VECHERKINA

staff reporter

JESSICA RIVERA

staff reporter

at a
MHCMHC
GLANCEGLANCESeniors Rachel Maulding and Cassie Hamman  prepare  to defend a spike from Central 

Catholic.  The Scots lost to the Rams on Oct 21.                               Photo by Leilanni Araujo

Senior midfi elder Jerson Mejia  attempts to cross a gopher defender .  The game ended 
in a tie on Oct. 21.               Photo courtesy of Gresham Outlook

FOOTBALL  3-1

G.SOCCER                        1-10

B.SOCCER                        2-2-4

VOLLEYBALL  3-7

G. CROSS COUNTRY 1-5

B. CROSS COUNTRY 1-4

G. WATER POLO       N/A

B. WATER POLO       N/A

FOOTBALL: VOLLEYBALL:

1.CCHS 1.BHS

2.DDHS 2.CCHS

3.CHS 3.GHS

4.BHS 4.CHS

5.GHS 5.DDHS  

WATER POLO STANDINGS

UNAVAILABLE 

G. SOCCER B. SOCCER

1.CCHS 1.CCHS

2.BHS 2.GHS

3.CHS 3.CHS

4.SMA 4.RHS

5.GHS 5.DDHS

Boys’ soccer makes history: beats Central

RECORDSRECORDS

ZACH RUBIN

SOCCER 

CHRISTINA JOHNSON

VOLLEYBALL

PLAYERS
OF THEOF THE
MONTHMONTH

Boys’ water polo defeat Eagles

MARGO RUTLEDGE

staff reporter

JVJV  

JESSICA RIVERA

staff reporter

What’s 
Over 
With

Dennise Garcia

“What’s done is 
done, and you 
can’t get in trouble 
anymore, so admit 
to what you did and 
take the no 
consequences.”

 The NCAA (National Collegiate 
Athletic Association)  has many reg-
ulations in regards to paying college 
athletes.  It is against the rules to 
give athletes money or other forms 
of benefi ts.  Serious consequences 
can come about if the NCAA discov-
ers that a college athlete has taken 
money from a college offi cial.  Just 
recently, Saints running back and 
former USC Heisman winner, Reg-
gie Bush gave back his Heisman 
after USC underwent investigation 
for making payments and giving 
gifts to Reggie Bush.  Before the 
Heisman association could revoke 
it, he gave it back.  
 In my Sports Illustrated this 
month I saw an unusual cover.  No 
pictures, just text  that read “I will 
never forget the fi rst time I paid a 
player.”  I knew right there that the 
story couldn’t be good for sports fans 
everywhere who thought so highly 
of their favorite players. Former NFL 
agent Josh Luchs confessed of all 

the college football players he paid 
in his attempt to get them to sign 
with him.  Included were such stars 
as Carl Greenwood, Bruce Walker 
and Vaughn Parker.
 A lot of these stars denied even 
knowing him and defi nitely did not 
confi rm they received any form of 
benefi t from Luchs.  Most of the ath-
letes however, could not get fi ned or 
punished if they did take benefi ts.  
The NFL has a statute of limitations 
on this stuff, and since Luchs was 
an agent so long ago, the athletes 
wouldn’t face any consequences.  
      So why not just own up to it? 
What’s done is done, and you can’t 
get in trouble anymore, so admit to 
what you did and take the no  con-
sequences.  This guy sounds like 
he legitimately wants to clear his 
conscience, and what more does 
he have to gain?  I mean how much 
cash can SI pay one guy for a story 
like this?  It’s over with, so try and 
clear your own conscience.  

An aggressive and determined 
boys’ soccer team and a winning 
goal by senior midfi elder Jerson 
Mejia combined into a history 
making win over Central Catholic 
on Oct. 14.

Halfway through the fi rst half 
the Scots scored the first goal 
by sophomore forward Victor 
Sanchez, but 10 seconds later the 
Rams responded with a goal end-
ing the fi rst half at 1-1 

“In the second half we came 
out intense, hungry, and ready to 
win,” said assistant coach Logan 
Marquardt. 

About 15 minutes into the 
second half Douglas came out 
with strong ball movement and un-
breakable focus. Senior defender 
Jordy Montes scored the second 
goal, stealing the lead from Cen-

tral. The Rams 
answered back 
with one more 
goal tying the 
game 2-2. Within 
10 minutes left 
Mejia scored the 
winning goal for 
the Scots leading 
them to a 3-2 vic-
tory over Central 
Catholic. 

“ I t  f e e l s 
good to score the 
wining goal and 
for out team to 
make history in 
beating Central,” 

said Mejia.
The Scots are fi fth in the Mt.. 

Hood Conference and 2-2-4 in 
league. The boys tied 0-0 versus 
Gresham on Oct. 21, and their 
senior night is Oct. 27, against 
Barlow. 

MONTES

 The David Douglas volleyball 
team suffered a home loss to the state 
champion Central Catholic Rams on  
October 21, the games ended with scores 
of 8-25, 12-25, and 7-25 al in favor of the 
Rams. 
 “I think our offense could have been 
better,” said head coach Tina Richardson. 
“We missed a lot of attacks, but you 
have to realize that [Central Catholic] is 
the state champion, so I think we put up 
really well.”
 The fi rst game started out close with 
several volleys back and forth before 
either team earned a point, but the Rams 
broke free after a series of unreturned 
serves and blocked Douglas spikes, 
resulting in an 8-25 loss. 
 “I thought our girls really fought 
hard on defense,” said Richardson. “We 

dug out a lot of at-
tacks.”
 The second and 
third games had 
similar stories with 
scores of 12-25 and 
7-25 both in the 
Ram’s favor. The 
Scots were able to 

stay close in the beginning, but were 
overcome by Central Catholic in the 
end. It seemed that every attempted 
David Douglas spike resulted in a block 
by the Rams, but the Scots hung tough, 
digging out attacks and getting the ball 
over the net any way they could, making 
for a good senior night game.
 “Coaching the girls this season has 
been a lot of fun. The girls have worked 
really hard and have adjusted well to my 
coaching style and learned what I want 
and expect from them as a team,” said 
Richardson.

Multiple steals, limited turn-
overs, and strong defense delivered 
a 9-3 victory for boys’ water polo 
over Centennial on Oct. 14.

“There was no point in the 
game where we didn’t have con-
trol,” said assistant coach Stefan 
Stelzenmueller. “We executed well 
and everything went smooth” 

Centennial scored the first 
goal ending the fi rst period 1-0. In 
the second period Eagles scored 

again, but junior Edwin Garcia 
responded with the fi rst goal set-
ting up a mood for a strong offense 
and three straight goals fi nishing 
the half 4-2. 

Douglas held  on to the lead 
in the third and scored three more 
goals, two of them by sophomore 
Leland Miller. Miller played strong 
defense only letting the Eagles 
score one goal in the third. 

By the fourth period the Scots 
superior conditioning wore down 
the Eagles swimming them to 
death.

 Senior Rachel Shelley fi nished in 
12th place at the Cross Country meet 
at Tualatin high school on Oct. 20, last 
meet before MHC Districts.
 David Douglas competed against 
Central Catholic, Tigard and Tualatin.
 Shelley fi nished 12th in the girl’s 
5,000 meter run with a time of 21:08.00. 
She was followed by senior Amanda 
Raethke who placed 22nd with a time of 
22:27.00. Senior Ana Goldys fi nished 

only 12 seconds later, with a time of 
22:39.00, placing 24th.
 Junior Gus Arroyo Vera was the 
fi rst runner from David Douglas to 
fi nish boys 5,000 meter run, placing 
28th with a time of 18:16.00. Senior 
Justin Stevens fi nished thirty-fi rst with 
a time of 18:30.00. Senior Aaron Ke-
iffer followed in 34th place with a time 
of 18:52.00. 
 The team’s district meet was Oct. 
27 at Mt.Hood Community College. 
The Oregon 6A State Championships 
will be on Saturday Nov. 6.

Own up to your choice, clear conscience

MEJIA

MAULDING



Big Brother 
Big Sister  
Program

Visit students one hour, once 

a week at their elementary 

school. Pick up an applica-

tion at the career center.

    

Grotting meets with county democrats
12 NewsNEWS OCTOBER 28, 2010 Highlander

Hall of Fame holds induction
CHIS MILLS

 staff reporter

New Superintendent Dan Grotting meets with local Democrats at McMenamins on Oct. 9 to discuss 
topics including education.                    Photo by Dennise Garcia
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Club Fair helps enrollment

g 

An interested student signs up to be a part of the Japanese Club at the Club Fair on Sep. 24. The 
Club Fair has increased by 450 students.                         Photo by Yelena Vecherkina

PSAT no longer mandatory
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staff reporter

KURT HENDRICKS

COACH
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news editor

Blood drive to be 
held on campus

 The American Red Cross will 
be holding a blood drive on Nov. 4 at 
DDHS. To be eligible to donate, students 
must be generally in good health, should 
be at least 17 years old, or 16 years old 
with parental consent. Students must 
also weigh at least 110 pounds. To do-
nate blood, sign up with Health Sciences 
teacher Angela Nurre.

~

DENNISE GARCIA

sports editor

 The fourth annual Oregon Music Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony and concert, presented 
by Safeco Insurance and Liberty Northwest was 
held on Oct. 9.
 The inductees for the celebration were Black 
‘N Blue, Kevin Burke, and Tim Hardin.
 The concert at the induction included seven 
Oregon bands including as Denny Bixby, Kevin 
Burke, Peter Dammann, Tim Hardin, Linda Horn-
buckle, and Rebecca Kilgore. The induction also 
included 4 legendary Oregon artists: Black ‘N Blue, 
Le Bon, Shock and The Kingsmen. The master of 
ceremonies was comedian and performer, Tony 
Starlight.
  Black ‘N Blue started as a late 70s glam band 
called Movie Star, but converted to Black ‘N Blue  

after the debut of their fi rst album, Black ‘N Blue 
in 1984.
 Shock was one of Portland’s “happening 
funk bands in the 80s, showing high energy at 
their shows inviting listeners to get up and out 
of their seats. After a hiatus lasting more than 20 
years they reunited and released their latest album 
“Aftershock”.
 The Kingsmen, who hit national acclaim in 
1963 with a song that is known to this day “Louie 
Louie”. Currently the band is still playing better 
then ever with two original players Dickie Peterson, 
and Mike Mitchell leading the group.
 The band that classified itself as “future 
funk”, Le Bon, was known for its mix of free 
improvisational jazz, dance-able funk, and Vocalist 
Billy Kennedy’s indie-rock vocals. The band was 
formed by the music critic and percussionist Rick 
Mitchell.

 In the past the annual PSAT’s were manda-
tory for all freshman, sophomores, and juniors 
on an early release Wednesday, for no cost. 
The preparation for the SAT’S was taken care 
of fi nancially for all David Douglas students 
courtesy of the David Douglas District. This 
year due to budget consideration, the PSAT’S 
will still be available to take but the test will no 

longer be offered on a school day for free.
  An early release day, from 8-11am for 
David Douglas no longer proceeds. In re-
placement, late arrivals take place each week, 
which is convenient due to the deduction of the 
PSAT’S on early releases. However, all students 
(grades 9-12) were welcome to take the PSAT’s 
on Saturday Oct. 16 for $20 with the exception 
of sophomores who are allowed to take it for 
free, as well as students with free or reduced 
lunch. 

 Superintendent Don Grotting met at 
McMenamins restaurant at Mall 205 on Oct. 9 with 
Bedrock Democrats, a group of DDSD personnel, 
alumni and local business leaders all affi liated with 
the Democratic Party, to discuss education, funding 
and other pressing issues.
 Grotting and 12 members of the bedrock 
democrats attended the meeting, which started 
off with introductions of everyone at the table.  
Other issues discussed included student-to-student 
relations, lack of minority staff members, funding, 
policies and community outreach.  
 The district faces many challenges, including 
resources, facilities, technology, funding and safety.  
 Funding is a pressing issue as well.  There is a 
ten percent decrease in the districts budget and a 1.3 
percent increase in student enrollment.  Despite the 

lower funding and increased enrollment, Grotting 
says the number one goal is student achievement.  
In order to reach that goal, there must be family 
engagement, community outreach and more focus 
on pre-kindergarten students. 
 Among other topics the group discussed the 
high school’s drop out rate, increasingly diffi cult 
graduation requirements, and adding Marshall High 
School to the district, including all of its feeder 
schools.  Marshall’s closure was approved on Oct. 
12.  
 Grotting also spoke about including parents 
in more school and going as far as making home 
visits.
 “If we can’t get you into our place, we’ll come 
to your place,” said Grotting.  
 This was the fi rst meeting between the Bedrock 
Democrats and Grotting but it isn’t likely that it will 
be the last.  The group offered to volunteer for the 
district.  

 Three thousand students visited several  
booths at the recent Club Fair along the breezeway 
on September 24, 2010, the largest in four years.
 An hour lunch allowed students a chance 
to visit each booth.  There was a total 31 booths, 
including seven new club booths. A total 700 
students joined at least one club at the fair, 450 

more than last year.
 Twenty-three students make up the Rocket 
Team Club this year, and 29 more are on a waiting 
list because of the Club Fair.  
 “I’m very excited that so many students ere 
interested in our club,” said Rocket Team advisor 
Sandra Mueller.
 The Young Life booth also saw many inter-
est students. The Christian-based club does not 
limit the number of members.  

TANIA AYERS-WELLS

staff reporter

Help by hosting a 
David Douglas

High School 
student with a 

Job Shadow (4-8 hrs) 
or an 

Internship (24 hrs)
in your business.

Ongoing until 
May 2011.

Please contact 
Deb Murray, 

School-to-Career
Coordinator at 
503 261-8339

or
debbie_murray@

ddouglas.k12.or.us

 Academic All-Stars was considered 
an avenue for students to earn scholar-
ships when they normally would not 
qualify because they often did not meet 
traditional criteria. Approximately 240 
students participated yearly.
 “I loved [Academic All-Stars],” 

said principal John 
Bier. “I think it’s im-
portant to recognize 
kids in as many ways 
as possible. Sports 
get attention, but the 
academically gifted 
kids aren’t getting 
enough attention.”
 Thirteen high 
schools, including 

David Douglas, Gresham-Barlow, Cen-
tennial, and Reynolds, participated in the 
Academic All-Star program. 
 “I am so sad that it’s not here any-
more,” said previous Academic All-Stars 
coordinator  Sandra Mueller. “It was a 
great opportunity for students. But more 
than that, the kids got to learn how to work 
together and as a team.”

“I am so sad 

that it’s not 

here any-

more. It was 

a great op-

portunity for 

students.”
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