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Boys basketball loses to the

Central Catholic Rams, dropping

their conference position by one.

What are you afraid of?

Phobias can be life

altering or completely

outrageous
Cleveland’s dance 

cancellations no 

effect on Douglas

OAKS scores up for math, reading
• Democratic member of  

   the House of 

   Representatives

• Married to an astronaut 

• Victim of a shooting   

  near Tucson which is  

  alleged to have been an       

  assassination attempt.

Jazz band becomes the league

champions at the Mount Hood

League Jazz Band Competition.

Retired art teacher Monrad Bjorge teaches the AP Studio Art students the basic techniques on how 

to sight and render a fi gure, the fi gure being assistant principal Elise Guest. Photo courtesy Maria Galati

SANDY THEEL

staff reporter                                       

Exams over, semester one in the bag

Boys swimming defeats last

year’s conference champions

in their last home meet of the 

season.

AP artists fi gure it out

TANIA AYERS

staff reporter                                    

MARGO RUTLEDGE

staff reporter                                   

Frustrated faculty and dirty dancing have 
caused Cleveland High School principal’s Paul 
Cook to cancel all school dances, including Winter 
Formal, but David Douglas has decided to keep the 
bracelet rule and has no plans to cancel dances.

“I feel that the students at David Douglas have 
accepted the bracelet rule very well, so I know that 
there will be no problems during any of the dances,” 
said DDHS principal John Bier.
 To protest inappropriate dancing, Cleveland 
chaperones wore “No Bumping” tee-shirts and used 
fl ashlights to expose the identity of rule-breakers, but 
to no avail. So, the decision was made to cancel all 
dances for the rest of the school year.
 Cleveland students were quoted in the Orego-
nian saying freak dancing is “not a big deal,” but that 
they “wouldn’t want their parents to watch while it 
happened.” So, stated Cleveland vice principal Pam 
Joynor, if you wouldn’t want your parents to see you 
freak dancing and grinding, why would chaperones 
want to watch that?
 “The [media] blew this up way too much 
because the discussion of canceling the dance was 
old news,” said Joynor. “The news only gave little 
snips of what was really going on. I really wish that 
they could see that Cleveland High School is not the 
only high school who is having problems with this 
[type of] dancing.”
 After its Homecoming Dance, Cleveland 
chaperones were so fed up they refused to chaperone 
future dances. 
 Even though their Winter Formal was canceled, 
many Cleveland students have decided to attend 
Grant High School’s dance. According to my.shj.
org writer Trevor Houghton, Cleveland and Grant 
students circumvented this “no freaking policy” by 
organizing their own winter dance at the FX Night-
club on Naito Parkway in southwest Portland. The 
club can be rented for various events. There have 
been more than 150-student posts on Facebook 
stating they will being attending this event.

David Douglas students have recently com-
pleted the fi rst round of Oregon Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS, testing, posting 
signifi cant improvement from last year in both 
math and reading scores, with 73 percent of tested 
juniors meeting or exceeding the reading test and 
56 percent meeting or exceeding the math test.

“Following the first round of state test-
ing just completed, the high school has made 
signifi cant gains over last year in both reading 

and math. This was especially true among our 
African American, Hispanic and ELL popula-
tions,” stated superintendent Don Grotting on 
the district website.    
      Test scores for Hispanic and African 
American improvement involved 58 percent 
of Hispanics meeting or exceeding the reading 
test, and 40 percent meeting or exceeding the 
math test, along with 52 percent of African 
Americans meeting or exceeding the reading 
test and 37 percent for the math test.  The state 
of Oregon requires students to take OAKS for 
reading, writing, math and science. Scores do 

not go against students’ classroom grades, but all 
students must pass both the reading and writing 
test in order to graduate. Test scores can also help 
teachers see where their students are academi-
cally, and help them improve teaching skills.  

Students may take the OAKS tests multiple 
times, but if they are unable to pass, they are 
given the chance to do sample work to go in their 
portfolio that demonstrates the student’s ability 

 AP Studio Art visited the Keller Audito-
rium on Dec. 10, 2010 to gesture draw Oregon 
Ballet dancers, concluding a unit on Figure 
Drawing.
 The trip was led by AP Studio Art teacher 
Maria Galati, retired fi ne arts instructor Monrad 
Bjorge, and MHCC graphic designer Glenn 
Wright, and was accompanied by Rachel Reck-
ord’s Studio Photography class.  
 Gesture drawing is capturing moving 
fi gures, the essence of movement and pose.  
These drawings can be done within two to six 
seconds each, making  it a very challenging 

style of drawing. 
 Several of the fi gure and gesture drawings 
are on display in the fi ne arts hallway.
 “Figure and gesture drawings are some of 
the best things to include in these artists’ port-
folios because it is arguably one of the most 
diffi cult forms of drawing and will undoubt-
edly impress many colleges and scholarship 
offi cials,” said Galati.
 The drawings will most likely be featured 
on Portfolio Day, when many art schools view 
student work. 
 “This is the fi rst year that we’ve done 
anything like this, and it defi nitely has been 
an experience for the students and I,” said 
Galati.
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YELENA VECHERKINA

news editor

Dance classes compete for ‘Crew’ title

Seniors Britnee LaMarr and Sydney Reed, and junior Cynthia Corona make up Shark Bait, a dance 
crew crowned “Best Dance Crew” at the annual Winter Dance Recital.  Flawless Cyclones, a jazz class 
group, took second place.                         Photo by Yelena Vecherkina

Senior’s paper read by Jane Goodall

INNA VAVILINA

staff reporter

DANIEL VU

staff reporter

Senior Esther Verbruggen received a personal postcard from Jane Goodall after 

Goodall read her research paper on animal behavior, as part of a Chimpanzee Club 

activity.                                                                     Photo by Harley Jessen

Slavic New Year celebrated at Midland Library

NATASHA TSOPKO

staff reporter
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David Douglas dance classes held the 
annual Winter Dance recital on Jan. 12, 
to see who will be David Douglas’s “Best 
Dance Crew.”

Shark Bait took fi rst place and 
earned the title, “Best Dance Crew.” The 
competition was judged by artistic director 
Tino Nozaki, who later preformed as a 
special guest with his dance company the 
in.Gauge. His assistant Nicole Narong and 
assistant principal Mark Haner completed 
judging panel. 

Tickets were $4.00 for adults, and 
$3.00 for students and senior citizens, and 
could be purchased ahead of time or at the 
door. Children fi ve years old and under were 
admitted free. 
 Each class chose their own crew name 
and drew challenges from a hat. Most of 
the classes have students who were on the 
choreography team and have been working 

on their routines since the end of September. 
Period one, a Hip Hop class, is the 

Fusion crew. They preformed “1-2 Step” by 
Ciara with the Step Up 2 challenge. Some 
choreography was from the movie. Period 
eight, the second Hip Hop class, was the 
Insanity crew. IT preformed to “Diva” by 
Beyonce with the bandanna challenge. 
Wearing all black towards the end of the 
routine, all dancers pulled out a bright yellow 
bandanna as a fi nal punch to the dance. 
Period seven, the third Hip Hop class, was 
Shark Bait, This crew had the hat challenge  
and Bruno Mars challenge. Period two, Jazz 
class, was the Flawless Cyclones. They 
performed next a routine choreographed by 
2010 graduate Kevin Saleumvong, who was 
also the program MC for the night. The last 
class to perform was period four, a ballet 
class. Secret Temptation danced to   “Circus” 
by Britney Spears.

“It’s great that their friends and family 
came to watch and support them,” said dance 
teacher Lynette Velasquez.

 A research paper written by a 
Chimpanzoo Club member, senior 
Esther Verbruggen was read by 
primate expert Jane Goodall and 
published on the “Roots and Shoots” 
website, a research and observation 
program created by Goodall.
 Science teacher Eric 
Matthews started the Chimpanzoo 
Club three years ago in partnership 
with the Goodall Institution. The 
club consists of six students. 
Participants are taught how to 
observe chimpanzees in their 
natural  environment.  After 
learning proper observation 
techniques, members receive a 
research pass to the Oregon Zoo 
where they observe chimpanzees 
and eventually hypothesize a 
conclusion in a research paper. 
 Goodall’s institution began in 
1960. Since then it has provided 
new information on the similarities 
between human and chimpanzee 
brains and behavior.  David Douglas 
is the only high school in the world 
that the Goodall Institute allows 
research and observation to be 
conducted on chimpanzees.
 Verbruggen wrote her paper last 

year. It was published on the “Roots 
and Shoots” website at that 
time.  Verbruggen is also featured in 
a video that can be seen on Youtube 
that was created by the “Roots and 
Shoots” webpage.  Verbruggen’s 
paper argues the effects visitor noise  
(crowds) at zoos have on animal 
behavior.
 “I was looking to see if they 
reacted differently with large and 
small crowds,” said Verbruggen. 
 After Verbruggen submitted 
her paper to Matthews, he submitted 
it to the “Roots and Shoots”  
organization.  The paper was then 
published mid-year in 2010, and 
several months later Verbruggen 
received a postcard from Goodall 
herself.

“I was surprised but pleased 
at receiving the postcard,” said 
Verbruggen.

Matthews visited Africa’s  
Gombe National Park in Tanzania 
last summer where he met 
with Goodall to celebrate the 
fi ftieth anniversary of chimpanzee 
studies.  He studied insects and 
chimpanzees on his trip and visited a 
village where a celebration was held.
 “It’s always and eye-opener to 
see other cultures,” said Matthews. 
“It was a humbling experience.”

Spanish teacher Antonio 
Torres volunteered to Salsa 
dance with his dance partner 
J e n n i f e r 
Ford for a 
Celtic Heart 
fundraiser at 
Aztec Willies 
on Nov. 6, 
2010.

C e l t i c 
Heart, which     was founded in 
2004, is a school-based program 
that raises money to buy essential 
products such as clothing, shoes, 
backpacks, food packs, hygiene 
packs, and school supplies for 
low income students.

“We raised about two-
hundred and fi fty dollars,” 
said Torres. “The money was 
probably used up the next day to 
buy items for students.”

Torres has been dancing 
Salsa and styles similar to Salsa, 
such as the Cha-Cha-Cha and 
Merengue, for over ten years. 
He is currently dancing for the 
Portland-based dance company 
Rumba y Cache.

Celtic Heart, a non-profi t 
organization, holds multiple 
fundraisers, but most donations 
come from Douglas faculty, 
alumni, and community 
members. 

“We’ve even had people 
outside the David Douglas 
community contact us to say they 
heard about us in the paper and 
had a hard time when they were 
in high school and wanted to 
help us out,” said social studies 
teacher Heather Murdock.

Celtic Heart helps 
approximately 700 David 
Douglas students each year. 
Students who need assistance or 
would like to donate should see 
their counselors.

  Midland Library hosted a New Year celebration for the Slavic 
speaking community, organized by Sergi Kozlov on Jan.9 from 
12:00-4:00 p.m. 
 The celebration included drawing fairy tale characters with 
professional artist Lia Kot to children ages five  to 10 from 12:15 
to 1:15 p.m. A New Years costumed 
performance and childrens folk games 
with members of Fire Bird Studio- 
community and event organizers also took 
place from 1:30-2:45 p.m. Russian and 
Eastern European winter melodies with 
professional musicians, Trio Voronezh 
took place from 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 This all took place in Midland’s large meeting room. All ages 
were encouraged to join all activities. The celebration was also open 
to the public and was free of charge.  
 “Traditionally [the Slavic Community New Year’s Celebration] 
has been held at Midland Library because a lot of Russian speaking 

residents are served here,” said vice program advisor Carol Parton.
 The organizers were Sergi Kozlov and his adviser Javier 
Gutierrez. With the help of the staff and the community, the Slavic 
New Year celebration was as successful as previous years. 
 “I was satisfied with all activities and hope to continue in the 
next years,” said Kozlov.
  This event originally started as Multnomah County Midland 
Regional Branch program for the local Russian Speaking 

Community. As the organizer, Kozlov looks 
for and selects performers and discusses 
the program with them and works with 
volunteers. This work is a part of his job 
description.
 “The performers are paid minimum 
expenses, hardly covering transportation 
expenses and expenses for supplies and 

decorations, so it is possible to consider that they donated part of 
their performances to the event,” said Kozlov.
 Multnomah County provides facilities to support this program 
financially and E.E.C. (East European Coalition) provides gifts for 
kids and additional pay for any performers. 

“The performers are paid 
minimum expenses, hardly 
covering transportation 
expenses and expenses for 
supplies and decorations...”

Teacher 
dances Salsa
to raise money 



 Students and parents 
were introduced to four 
possibly life-changing 
opportunities during College 
Information Night on Jan. 12 
in the PAC.
 At the College Night 
there was a representative 
from a private college, a 
large college, a small college, 
a public college, a private 
university, and a community 
college, including the 
University of Oregon, 
Western Oregon University, 
Warner Pacifi c College, 
and Mt. Hood Community 
College.  A fi nancial aid 
speaker from Mount Hood 
described the various 
options available. School 
representatives described 
their individual schools and 
why a graduating senior 
would want to go there. 
One selling point is class 
size, which several schools 
adressed. They also covered 
living conditions, tuition, and 
extra-curricular activities. 
Audience members were then 
allowed to ask questions.

 “This is a good thing 
for any grade,” said David 
Douglas counselor Mike 
Stewart. “If they don’t really 
know where they want to 
go to college, it helps them. 
Last year, I’m thinking over 
125 people came.”

JESSICA RIVERA

staff reporter
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LEILANNI ARAUJO

staff reporter

Car club donates $1,750

Arts & Comm bands perform at Hawthorne Theater

JANUARY 27, 2011

College Night
helps students
make choices

CHRIS MILLS

staff reporter

Juniors Cary Miga and Jamie Rainwater, lead singer and trombonist of Soldiers 

of Tom Foolery, took the stage at the Hawthorne Theater to an audience of 116. 

The band was one of three chosen to perform by local band Love Loungers. 

“They carried on the show and it was a great experience overall,” said Arts and 

Commonations II teacher Jeremiah Franzen.            Photo courtesy Jamie Rainwater

MELISSA BARNES

staff reporter

Junior Josh Dockter, right, assists Seattle Thunderbirds goalie Calvin Pickard 

during a Winterhawks game at the Rose Garden. Dockter has been working with the 

Winterhawks organization since the beginning of the season.   Photo courtesy Kelly Forrester

Left to right: Former Automotives teacher Greg Carradine and principal John Bier accept a $1,750 check from Classic 

Rides Car Club owner Jim Chretien and a member of the Classic Rides Car Club. The money will be used to update new 

equipment in the automotive program.             Photo by Ashely Ladely

The Arts and Communications II 
students had the opportunity to rock 
the house and promote their bands 
and to perform Groove Hop music 
in a live concert at the Hawthorne 
Theater on Dec. 17, 2010.

“The kids are amazing 
performers,” said Arts and 
Communications II teacher Jeremiah 
Franzen. “They carried on the show 
and it was a great experience over 
all.”

The road to the Hawthorne 
Theater began when Franzen spoke 
to some of the group members in 
the local band Love Loungers, who 
are David Douglas alumni. With 
the help of band manager Marcus 
Woods, Franzen set up a contest 
titled, “Revenge of the Band Nerds” 
to create the chance to win cash and 
perform live. Groove Hop Nation, an 
organization sponsored the contest.

The Arts and Communication 
II classes formed three bands. The 
band who played the best Grove Hop 

Music was chosen winner. With little 
time for preparation, band members 
wrote and arranged songs as part of 
their class assignment. They then 
performed and auditioned in front of 
Love Loungers, who had a hard time 
choosing between Soldiers of Tom 
Foolery, The Struggle, and Disco  
Furniture, so all three bands won. 
They were rewarded $550 toward a 
drum set they have yet to fi nd.

A total six bands performed, 
three from Douglas and three local 
bands. The opening act was Disco 
Furniture, followed by Soldiers of 
Tom Foolery, then The Struggle 
performed to an audience of 116. 
Love Loungers, Notes From the 
Underground, and Speaker Minds 
followed. Love Loungers ended the 
show with a fi nale.

“Well, since it was probably 
my one-hundredth time playing on 
a stage, I just let the guitar play the 
music and I sat back and listened,” 
said senior Alex Anderson.  “It’s all 
about having fun and basically losing 
yourself in the moment and the music. 
All three bands played great.” 

Junior Josh Dockter has been 
working with minor league hockey 
team the Winterhawks since the 
beginning of the 2010-11 season. 

Dockter, who has autism, is an 
avid sports fan of all sports in general 
who’s been going to hockey games 
since he was only six months old. 
Like all Winterhawks staff members, 
he wears an organization uniform, 
including an all-access ID badge.

The Winterhawks have several 
events to involve fans. During the 
Teddy Bear Toss, for instance, fans 
throw stuffed bears onto the ice when 
the Winterhawks score their fi rst 
goal. Dockter gathers the bears into 
giant rolling bins and delivers them 
to a drop location. All the stuffed 
toys are donated to Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital.

During Chuck-a-Puck, fans buy 
rubber pucks at halftime and fl ing 
them onto the ice, hoping to get their 
puck closest to the winning spot. 
Dockter picks up the pucks, puts 
them into bins, and then cleans the 
ice.

“We have a guy from Switzerland, 
number 22,” Dockter said. “He’s my 
favorite guy. He’s Nino Niederreiter, 
our star player.”

Autism Spectrum Disorders, or 
ASD, are developmental disabilities 
that hinder social interaction and 
communication. About one in 150 
children in the United States has a 
form of autism. 

The Portland Winterhawks will 
be playing the Vancouver Giants in 
the playoffs on March 16 at the Rose 
Garden.

“I’m looking forward to the 
playoffs this year, and I hope we 
win,” said Dockter. 

 The Classic Rides Car Club 
recently donated $1,750 worth 
of equipment and cash on Dec. 
8, 2010 to the David Douglas 
High School automotives 
program.
 For the past three 
consecutive years, thanks to 
former automotives teacher 
Greg Carradine and  DDHS 
graduate Andrew Frisky, David 
Douglas has accepted two 
checks and various updated 
electronics to support students 
interested in automotives. 
Carradine is now the attendance 
cordinator, and Frisky went on 
to earn his associated degree at 
Mt. Hood Community College 
in Automotive Technology. 
  Frisky recommended the 
DDHS automotive program to 
the car club, which contacted 
Carradine. The car club not only 
focuses on putting on classic car 

shows, but also giving back to 
the community and to schools 
with automotive programs.
 The car club donated 
electronic equipment worth 
$1,000 the first year. The past 
two years, the club has donated 
$750 in cash. 
  “The classic car club likes 
the direction that our school’s 
auto program is heading,” said 
Carradine. “They want to keep 
the money in the community, 
and they feel DDHS has hard-
working, motivated students 
who want to invest time into 
well-working, eye-opening 
automobiles.”
 “I was pleased to not only 
be able to work with schools 
for a good cause, but to also 
have representatives from other 
clubs, such as The Pharaohs and 
Loose Ends, who do the same 
thing around town and work 
together with individual car 
enthusiasts,” Classic Rides Car 
Club owner Jim Chretien said.

Junior not only Winterhawks fan, employee
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The Highlander is published monthly by the DDHS Advanced 
Journalism class, 1001 S.E. 135th Ave., Portland, OR 97233.  
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“Cost of tuition. Cost of books. Cost of housing. Cost 
of food. Cost of lab fees. Cost of supplies. Cost of 

transportation... This better be worth it.”

The Highlander

Compiled by 
Aislinn Carson

1.C   2.D  3.C   4.B   5.B   
6.A  7.A  8.B   9.A   10.C
 11.A  12.B 13.A

So, where will our tuition money go?

Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999,2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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Cyber addiction hits
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1. How many community 

colleges are in the U.S.?

 a) 15,905

   b) 7,927

 c) 1,655

    d) 4,928

2. In 1905, how many 

men were permanently 

injured due to college 

football?

 a) 23

   b) 102

 c) 72

    d) 159

 

3. How many students 

attend Harvard Uni-

versity?

 a) 19,285

   b) 17,209

 c) 27,651       

  d) 9,748

4. What is the most 

expensive college to 

attend in the U.S.?

 a) Notre Dame

   b) Vanderbilt

 c) Stanford

    d)  Yale

5. What is the most 

populated public uni-

versity in the U.S.?

 a) New York

 b) Arizona State

 c) Texas A&M

 d) Ohio State

6. What is the #1 most 

popular college food?

 a) Ramen Noodles

 b) Hot Dogs

 c) McDonald’s

 d) Hot Pockets

7. What is the most 

popular chosen major?

 a) Business

 b) Psychology

 c) Nursing

 d) Education

8. What percent of 

students are women?

 a) 28%

 b) 57% 

 c) 85%

 d) 63%

9. About how many 

students are there 

nationwide?

 a) 15.9 million

 b) 89,000

 c) 12.2 million

 d) 76,928

10. What college is 

said to have the best 

dorm rooms?

 a) The George Wash-

     ington University

 b) Scripps College

 c) Smith College

 d) Portland State

     University

11. What school is 

said to have the worst 

food?

 a) United States Mer-

     chant Marine

     Academy

 b) Fordham

 c) University of

        Ilinois

 d) Virginia Tech

  

12. Can you only

   receive fi nancial

   aid if you have a

   4.0?

 a) Yes

 b) No

13. What school has

    the worst weather?

 a) University of 

    Buffalo

 b) Notre Dame

 c) San Diego State

 d) Vanderbilt

college?

college?

MY TURN

ASHELY 

LADELY

Unexplainable phenomenon
 The recent phenomenon 
many are calling the “aflocka-
lypse” has left many wondering 
whether the unexplained dropping 
of thousands of dead birds across 
Louisiana and Arkansas was due 
to a temperature change, sudden 
illness, or if there is truly something 
more behind it.
 In just last months edition, 
Features Editor, Natashia Dun-
can mentioned Baba Vanga’s 
psychic predictions about what 
may happen in years to come,  as 
the Korean wars began. Her next 
prediction was that all plants and 
animals would die off within the 
next year. Coincidently, within just 
days of her writing being published, 
a fl ock of birds died unexpectedly 
throughout the night, falling out of 
the sky.
 Call me crazy, call me mad, 
but scientists and experts can 
justify this episode by testing air 
currents, pollution levels, and for 
any other logical reason to explain 
why this event happened, as many 
times as they would like, but it will 
still leave me wondering: what if it 
means something more?
 How it could be explained, 
I am left clueless. I don’t want to 

sound like 
some psychotic girl that believes      
in the “force,” or like someone with 
a sick obsession with the super-
natural, but again, I fi nd part of me 
asking myself what if?
 Conspiracy after conspiracy, 
people get themselves thrown 
all out of whack, fearing that any 
natural disaster, any war, any 
abnormal occurrence is a sign of 
2012 creeping around the corner, 
becoming one step closer.
 To me, the whole idea of 
the “world ending” doesn’t even 
seem possible. Sure, the Mayan 
calender ends, but every year 
thousands of people throw out 
their calenders from the previous 
year, because they end. And that 
hasn’t seemed to be a problem 
over the course of the last 2011 
years. 
 You could fear the day that 
an act of God will take the world up 
from underneath our feet, or that 
our world will engulf in fl ames be-
fore being pulled into an absolute 
oblivion, but for now, we are here. 
And for now, we will stay here, with 
our feet on the ground that has 
been here since the beginning of 
time, with or without our what ifs.

 Even though our 
economy continues to 
fall and money is tight, 
colleges and universities 
continue to ask for more 
money: more money for 
tuition; more money for 
books; more money for 
housing: more money. 
The question is, where is 
the money going? 
 Let’s  break this 
down, shall we? Mind 
you, this is being done 
without extensive re-
search. Of course, and 
you and I both know, 
universities have to pay 
professors. Obviously 
they are getting paid, but 
did you know that fi rst-
year professors in Or-
egon only make on aver-
age  $57,235 a year, less 
than most tenured public 
high school teachers? So, 
if not to pay the faculty, 
where does the thousands 
upon thousands of col-
lege tuition dollars go? 
Good questions.
 If you didn’t know, 
you’re not paying for 
books when you write 
that tuition check. You’re 

      Facebook is growing in 
popularity every day for no real 
reason. I understand, most of 
us like to know what is going 
on in other people’s lives, but 
honestly, does anyone care 
that a particular individual “just 
downed an entire glass of pickle 
juice as a dare” or  how a 14 year 
old just posted on their wall “I got 
my fi rst minor in possession last 
night, guys!! :)” Things like that 
aren’t magnifi cent, or anything 
to be proud of. Even if you are, 
please keep it to yourself.
 Another common problem 
on Facebook is drama caused 
by relationship updates, that 
one click of a mouse that says 
“from single to in a relationship.” 
It starts up all sorts of conver-
sation online, but if someone 
says it outside of the virtual 
world, they get a simple head 
nod and everyone walks on 
by. People of both genders 
decide that they have the guts 
to say things in a comment on 
a changed relationship status, 
that they would never consider 
saying to anyone’s face. Why, 
you may ask? Facebook allows 
teenagers to have a barrier 
between themselves and the 
ex-boyfriend or girlfriend they’re 
verbally attacking.
    Oxygen Media and Light-
speed Research conducted a 
study that found one-third of a 
high school’s students and staff 

“Do something 

magnificent that 

people can see 

with their own 

two eyes instead 

of becoming just 

another tag on a 

Facebook status.”

Dear Editor, 
 Lately, I have been asking 
myself the question, “Why do 
I attend school?” School is one 
reason this world has progressed 
so much. It lets average citizens 
earn money in their future by 
working so that life is easier. 
However, school is also becom-
ing a required part of one’s life.
 Many governments and  
leaders in places all over the 
world have a law of a sort regard-
ing education. Personally, I think 
that school should be an option.
 Some students that attend 
school are very excited about it 
and try their best to succeed. Oth-
ers lack a care and only attend out 
of force. This distracts teachers 
from those students that want 
success. The students that do not 
care about school and are failing 
require more attention from their 
teachers. This draws less atten-
tion to the careful students which 
is not meeting those students full 
potential.
 If school was an option, stu-
dents that want to be successful 
would get the attention needed 
to reach their full academic po-
tential. I think this would make 
much progress in society and 
school would become a more 
benefi cial part of bright people’s 
lives.

Sophomore 
Sienna Powers

Dear Editor, 
 Should leaving campus 
for lunch be okay? That is a 
problem that many people have 
been debating on. I think that off 
campus lunch at David Douglas 
should be stopping teens from 
going off campus? As a student, 
I see many teenagers leave once 
lunch starts anyway. It’s called 
“skipping,” but are they really 
skipping? If so, what are they 
skipping? Lunch is the only 
time of the day when students 

can actually maneuver around 
without instructions. It’s silly to 
put rules on something that so 
many students wait for all day. 
Many students leave anyway, 
even when they don’t have the 
permission to. The student park-
ing lot always gets a bit emptier 
as lunch nears.
 If teachers cannot stop this 
from happening, then the school 
might as well make it okay. I 
doubt that students are going to 

stop cutting lunch and running 
off just because it is a rule. I 
believe that if not all of the 
students, at least upperclassman 
should be allowed to off campus 
for lunch. They are older, have 
more to risk if they don’t come 
back, and are more responsible 
for themselves.

Sophomore
Liridona Ramadoni

Aislinn Carson

 ’ In 
The Moonlight

check Facebook fi rst thing in the 
morning. This is before brushing 
their teeth or relieving their body 
of fluids accumulated during 
the night. Another survey con-
ducted by high school students 
asked 1,065 random students 
about their online habits and 
39 percent are self-proclaimed 
“Facebook addicts.”
    Social networking isn’t a bad 
thing if it isn’t overused and 
become an extremity. It’s fun 
on occasion to read the dramas 
and thoughts that people are too 
afraid to say anywhere but on a 
Facebook status. Although it’s 
easier to hide behind a screen, 
our generation will get nowhere 
in life if we cannot handle face-
to-face communication with one 
another.
    So, what sounds better, see-
ing a cute new kid in the hallway 
and smiling as they walk by, or 
adding them on Facebook and 
sending them the overused 
emoticon? How about being 
able to laugh at a joke someone 
told in class instead of having 
to post it on their status with 
an “LOL”? 
 Learn to stand up and 
communicate with people to 
their face. Get out there, be 
noticed and do something mag-
nifi cent that people can see with 
their own two eyes, instead of 
becoming just another tag on a 
Facebook status. 

stuck paying for those 
separately, and your aver-
age college textbook goes 
for about $150-$200. But, 
that’s another editorial. 
 Part of your tuition 
is housing. You’re paying 
$6,000-$10,000 a year to 
live in an oversized closet 
called a dorm room, that 
often times you’ve got to 
share. Oh, and the bath-
room’s down the hall.
 Then there’s the 
food. Perhaps the rest of 
that tuition satisfi es your 
hunger? Well, any col-
lege student could argue 
that our own cafeteria at 
David Douglas serves a 
better cuisine than you’re 
paying to eat at most uni-
versities.
 So, what’s left? How 
do you justify a $30,000 
difference in cost of going 
to a school, when studies 
show that it doesn’t mat-
ter where you get your 
education? You’re still 
receiving the essential 
information as anywhere 
else. You’re only giving 
yourself the glory of a 
social status.



Women can be happily independentPOINT

INNA VAVILINA

staff reporter
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Censorship 
defeats the 
purpose

COUNTER-POINT

DAISY QUINO-
NEZ

news editor

Censoring 
okay with 
this classic

“I am not against 

having a little team 

spirit for our state, 

but there comes a 

point when it is too 

much.”

WHATWHAT

THINK?THINK?
do you

“No, not really.”

-Junior

Emily Moore

Emma Moss

And so it goes

• At birth, a Dalma-• At birth, a Dalma-
tian is always pure tian is always pure 
white.white.

• Frogs never drink.• Frogs never drink.

•Smelling apples •Smelling apples 
and/or bananas and/or bananas 
can help you lose can help you lose 
weight.weight.

•Only male turkeys •Only male turkeys 
gobble.gobble.

•Animals that lay 
eggs don’t have 
belly buttons.

•The average per-
son spends two 
weeks of its life 
waiting for a traffi c 
light to change.

•You share your 
birthday with nine 
million others in the 
world.

•Fish can drown.

F a c t s  c o u r t e s y  S n a p p l e . c o m

“Every woman 

deserves to be 

in a happy, lov-

ing, and caring 

relationship. 

Every woman 

is a princess. ”

-Junior

Nathan Tew

know?know?
You

diddid

US prosperity taken for granted

NATASHIA DUNCAN

staff reporter                                   

Do you think 
women are expect-
ed to marry to be 

happy?

College sports taken too seriously

“No, my 

friend’s mom 

isn’t married 

and she’s 

happy.”

-Junior

Kelvin Tweh

CHRIS MILLS

staff reporter

  

 It seems to me that when 
thousands of people can put so 
much thought into who will win a 
college level football game, and 
barely a passing glance at world 
news, something is seriously wrong 
with our society.
 I realize that it takes a lot 
more than one person saying that 
people should care to make them 
care, but I believe that this is a ma-
jor fl aw in our world today. So many 
terrible things happen all over the 
world every day, and we don’t 
pay any attention to them. We go 
about our daily lives and concern 
ourselves with our small issues 
and the things that we enjoy, and 
we forget to take the time to think 
about the things that other people 
are going through. 
 When people pay so 
much attention to sports it feels as 
if they are making the other things 
seem less important. I’m not trying 
to say that sports have absolutely 
no value, because of course they 
do. Exercise is a very important 
part of life. But, when it becomes 
an obsession it has gone too far. 

 Classic books such 
as The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn 
are meant to be en-
joyed by everyone, 

and when words such as the N-word 
are used it inhibits certain groups from 
reading it, so it needs to be changed.
 As most students know, Mark 
Twain’s The Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn uses the N-word. So, the 
publishing company NewSouth Books 
is taking a step in the right direction. It 
is replacing the  N-word, with the word 
“slave” in an effort to make the book 
less harmful. Now all students can read 
it, and schools are not forced to take it 
out of their curriculum.
 Many say that removing the word 
is censorship, of a classic no less, but 
not so. What makes this so different 
form TBS’s re-edit of “The Godfa-
ther?”
 If making a change like this in 
a book allows more people to enjoy 
and read it, then why not? In the end, 
all the publishing company is trying 
to do is make the book more reader 
friendly and accessible. The book was 
written in a time when that word was 
about as common as bro. But we no 
longer live in that time period. It needs 
to change.

 While sitting at the dinner table 
thinking about what to write my col-
umn on, I looked down and a thought 
struck me, what a blessing we have 
here in America with food practi-

cally pouring off our tables and being suggested at 
every corner.  Well what about the rest of the world? 
What about all the people in Africa or Latin America 
starving to death while many Americas get even more 
obese and continue working on their collection of 
hefty rolls?
 Every year about 15 million children die of hun-
ger. We carelessly throw our food away and never 
think twice about piling too much on our plates. The 
World Health Organization estimates that one-third 
of the world is well-fed, one-third is under-fed one-
third is starving. At least 200 people have died today 
from starvation and over 4 million will die this year. 
Even at this very second, as your reading this column, 
there is a little boy, or girl searching for food on her 
or his own after witnessing both parents starve to 
death.

 According to the United Nations Food and Agri-
culture, one in twelve people worldwide are malnour-
ished, including 160 million children under the age of 
5 in the 1900s. After I researched this, I was shocked 
at how many people just out side our little world suffer 
and how we aren’t doing much about it. According to 
the Bread For The World organization, In 2005 1.4 
billion people in developing countries lived in extreme 
poverty—on less than $1.25 a day—down from 1.9 
billion in 1981. In 2010 the numbers spiked to about 
925 million people starving or undernourished.
 Many people use the excuse that they don’t work 
or they don’t have enough money to support their 
own families and for this or that reason, they can’t 
help. Yes, money is a big part of helping the poor, 
but many organizations such as the Bread For The 
World organization says that, “By making our voices 
heard in Congress, we make our laws more fair and 
compassionate to people in need.” Here in America, 
we all have the freedom of speech. If we make our 
voices heard, things are bound to change and if you 
take the time to think about it, all of those starving 
people don’t have the choice of life, we are the ones 
that hold that choice for them. 
 

  For most ladies growing up, it has 
always been vital to ‘go to college, 
get married to a nice boy, own your 
own home, get a job, and grow old 
together.’ But is that really the case 

anymore? Generation after generation, women are 
becoming more and more independent. Do women 
really need a man in their life to be successful and 
happy? Absolutely not.
            In 1950, 35 percent of women were living 
without a spouse. Fifty fi ve years later, 51 percent are. 
This means that for the fi rst time in history, married 
couples of all American households have become a 
minority. In the end, this could signifi cantly reshape 
the ways employers and the government distrib-
ute benefi ts and change the workplace and social 
policies. In some cases, living arrangements are 
only temporary because their signifi cant others are 
overseas serving in the military or institutionalized. 
However, these are noticeably smaller cases. 
 Are these women considered unfi t, warn out, 
and emotionally unstable on a daily basis? Of course 
they are. But is that what they are? Women living 

on their own are able to make enough income to pay 
all of the bills and keep themselves content with no 
fi nancial help from a spouse, they’re intelligent, and 
able to take on the tasks that most men are responsible 
for, such as mowing the lawn, fi xing the car and simple 
around the house maintenance chores. How is that in 
any way unfi t? So many successful women over the 
years have spent their lives alone. Some, but not lim-
ited to, Queen Elizabeth the fi rst, Susan B. Anthony, 
Jane Addams, Helen Keller and Diane Keaton. 
 “I lived alone because I liked it that way. 
Not because of a lack of men, but because it meant I 
could have my bathroom exactly as I liked it - spot-
less, toasty-hot, and always complete with loo roll. 
No smelly socks, and no one knocking on the door 
demanding that I put down my novel and get out of 
the bath.” said journalist Elizabeth Wilson. 
 I love a good Jane Austin novel just as much 
as the next guy, however that doesn’t mean I want to 
live in one. The days of women becoming the property 
of their husbands are over.  I don’t think that women 
should be expected to marry. When it comes right 
down to it, I’d prefer to live alone after high school. 
Much like Wilson, I like keeping to myself and hav-
ing things left the way I left them. I see no reason to 
give these women anything but praise for having the 
strength to make it on their own. 

When the competitive aspects begin 
to overshadow  the real reason for 
sports: fi tness, team building skills, 
recreation, it is time to take a step 
back and reevaluate our priorities.
 As of recently, every time 
I walk into some kind of store I see 
Duck and Beaver paraphernalia. Ev-
erywhere I went people would talk 
about who they wanted to win the 
“big game.” It seemed as if that was 
the only important thing going on in 
the world, and I could have sworn it 
wasn’t. I am not against having a lit-
tle team spirit for our state, but there 
comes a point when it is too much. 
 As the big game rolled 
around, I told myself that I wouldn’t 
watch it. I knew that there would be 
something else going on that I could 
occupy my time with, and sure enough 
there was. Not that I didn’t hear about 
it on Facebook for the next six hours, 
it was the only thing people were talk-
ing about.
 My hope is that in the future 
people will learn to fi nd a happy bal-
ance between sports mania and not 
caring at all. When there is so much 
going on in this world, it’s the least we 
can do.

 The decision of 
NewSouth Books, 
an Alabama-based 
publishing compa-
ny, to release a ver-

sion of the classic The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn that replaces 
the “n” word with the word “slave” 
is completely unnecessary and ex-
tremely demeaning to an important 
part of this country’s history.
 Many argue that teaching 
the original version of The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn can 
offend African-American students. 
However, the awareness this word is 
meant to bring about this country’s 
history of slavery and racism is 
missed. Author of the book, Mark 
Twain, was particular about the 
words he wrote. In an 1888 letter 
written by Twain, he explains the 
difference between the right word 
and the almost right one is “the dif-
ference between a lightning bug and 
the lightning.”
 We can’t just continue 
changing the wording from what 
the author originally meant to satisfy 
our politically correct ways. 



Frightening, frivolous phobias 
take toll on lives of many
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What are you afraid of?  Spiders, 
heights, flying in airplanes—these are 
just a few of the common everyday fears, 
but there are also more unusual phobias 
such as pogonophobia, the fear of beards, 
arachibutyrophobia, the fear of peanut butter 
getting stuck to the roof of your mouth, and 
h ippopo tomons t rosesqu ipeda l iophob ia , 
which is, ironically, the fear of long words.
 Having an extreme fear of something 
is usually evoked by some manner of 
traumatizing experience.  Cynophobia, 
the fear of dogs, can be caused by a dog 
attack as a small child, but what could 
possibly cause an individual to become 
hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobic? How 
could a person even talk about this fear if 
they cannot even pronounce it? Phobias are 
clearly not yet fully understood.  
 Geniophobia, or the fear chins, is 
outright unreasonable. How could one be 
terrified by something they spend his or her 
entire life with? This phobia is considered 
serious, with several websites made to be 
completely serious –along with medications 
and treatments, designed to help overcome 

the unusual fear of chins. Symptoms 
for geniophobia are just like most other 
symptoms including clammy hands, dry 
mouths, nausea, rapid heartbeat, and 
wobbly legs.
 The fear of peanut butter getting 
stuck to the roof of one’s mouth, or 
arachibutyrophobia, is another uncommon, 
laughable phobia. Many individuals may 
not particularly like the feeling of peanut 
butter sticking around in their mouth, but it 
is not necessarily worthy to be considered 
a phobia. The so called symptoms of 
arachibutyrophobia vary from person to 
person, but some cases are so severe that 
an individual may even dislike the sight of 
glass jars. 
 The fear of clowns, or coulrophobia, is 
an extremely common, yet silly, phobia. 
Clowns may be frightening, but the only 
time they will actually hurt an individual is 
in
 On a more serious note, there are also 
phobias that have the potential of greatly 
affecting individuals lives, aerophobia, 
the fear of flying. People who suffer from 
aerophobia have a severe fear of flying 
in both airplanes and helicopters, usually 
because they are afraid of a possible 
crash in which they have a small chance 

of surviving. Employees with jobs that 
require traveling, such as sales reps, field 
journalists, and public speakers could lose 
their jobs over this overwhelmingly serious 
phobia.
 Two more potentially life-altering phobias 
are arachnophobia, the fear of spiders, and 
ophidiophobia, the fear of snakes. These 
fears are widely common worldwide. In 
fact, even celebrities such as Johnny Depp, 
Justin Timberlake, and the late Johnny Cash 
suffer from either a fear of spiders or a fear 
of snakes. It is a given that most people 
do not enjoy creepy crawlies or slithery 
monstrosities, but in some cases a severe 
fear of these things can prevent individuals 
from camping, swimming, hiking, or even 
scare them into avoiding the outdoors 
altogether. 
 Phobias can be overcome by many 
general techniques. These include 
frequently being exposed to the fear, such 
as with arachnophobia, where the patients 
are repeatedly put in contact with a spider 
again and again until the patient feels as 
though the spider is no longer a threat. In 
just the United States alone, over 23 million 
Americans suffer from some type of severe 
phobia, whether it be an outrageously funny 
fear or a serious, life-altering concern. 

MARGO RUTLEDGE AND CASSIDY BEAN

staff reporters

I’m afraid 
of... 
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Acrophobia: n (ak-ra-ˈfō-bē-uh) 
The abnormal fear or dread of 
being at a great height. 

Ophidiophobia: n 
(ō-ˌfi d-ē-ō-ˈfō-bē-uh)
The excessive fear of 
snakes and/or reptiles.

Aviophobia: n 
(ey-vee-uh-fō-bē-uh)
The fear of fl ying in an airplane 
or other aircraft.

Ornithophobia: n 
(Or-nee-thee-oh-fō-bē-uh)
The fear of  birds. 

Arachnophobia: n  
(a-ˌrak-na-ˈfō-bē-uh)
The fear of spiders and other 
arachnids such as scorpions.

Hydrophobia: n  
(Hahy-ˌdruh-ˈfō-bē-uh)
an abnormal or unnatural 
dread of water. 
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USS Enterprise captain fi red for entertaining

MARGO RUTLEDGE

staff reporter

Police shootings becoming a problem

MELISSA 

BARNES

staff reporter

Technology 
becoming a 
necessity

Is police brutality a

problem in Portland?

DANIEL VU

staff reporter

Locked up child raises questions

CASSIDY BEAN

staff reporter

When we are young and inno-
cent we love our parents so much, 
but it seems that as we get older 
we don’t show that love as much. 
Most of us will love our parents 
until the day we die, but is there 
a limit to how much love we show 
our parents?

I say there is, but ex-super 
model Stephanie Seymour would 
not agree with me. There are pic-
tures that prove that her love for 
her grown son is more than what 
we think is average. In a recently-
released photo she and her son 
are kissing on the mouth—but this 
does not look like a good morning 
or a good night kiss. A woman her 
age should know better, especially 
when she knows that paparazzi fol-
low her. And he should know better, 
too. He’s 17 years old. And it does 
not matter that he’s gay. He should 

not be kissing his mother like that. 
He probably shows more love to 
his mom now than when he was 
young and innocent.

In our society many behaviors 
are accepted because the melting 
pot theory, but there are still clear 
boundaries between mother-son 
affection. 

In my culture, it is wrong 
and disrespectful. As close of a 
relationship they may have, when 
done in public it gives people the 
wrong idea.

I understand this is a cultural 
thing, but Stephanie and her 17 
year old son take it to an uncom-
fortable level. Parents kissing their 
children on the mouth is not right, 
and I see it all the time, but it’s usu-
ally just a peck. I am fi ne with that, 
but this young man needs to grow 
up—and so does his mom.

Make it a peck, please

“Not really. They are 

not using it against 

anyone unless they 

need to.”

Krystal Larson 

Sophomore

“Yes. Police are not 

taking the time to think 

before they act.”

Alyssa McKay

Senior

 

Poll

 

The Highlander

Is enough being 
done to combat 
drunk driving?

Jesse Mathis

Jason Kelly
“The problem isn’t catching 
drunk drivers. It’s about 
prevention. There needs to 
be more accountability for 
bars to crack down...” 

Caeleb Lacey
“I don’t believe enough is 
being done. People tend to 
just get a slap on the hand 
for driving drunk...” 

Recent ly  I 
heard that  the 
USS Enterprise’s 
captain, Owen P. 

Honors, was being relieved of his 
command due to “crude” and “in-
sulting” videos he made while the 
Executive Offi cer of the USS Enter-
prise. Forget the media’s one-sided 
view on this, that he was way out of 
line. The purpose of the videos were 
to unify and entertain the crew, and 
although they were kind of harsh 
toward certain groups of people, 
they were not meant to hurt anyone 

or for the public to ever see.
It is hard to imagine being on a 

ship with 6,000 other people, espe-
cially with the strict rules and disci-
pline, and still being able to fi nd time 
to have fun. What Honors did four 
years ago was to help create videos 
in his offtime that were made for the 
entertainment of the crew. Sure, they 
were tasteless and tactless, but we 
are talking about sailors here. Hon-
ors and the sailors who watched the 
videos are in the Navy not Catholic 
school. And when showed to Naval 
offi cials at the time, they looked 
down on what he did and advised 
him to stop, so he did. 

But of course, four years after 
the videos were made—after Honors 

stopped making them—the media 
uncovered them and suddenly Hon-
ors was in very deep water. Wave 
after wave of criticism hit the captain 
like a mid-winter Pacifi c typhoon 
until on Jan. 3, 2011, he was forc-
ibly relieved of his command. This 
shouldn’t be taken lightly: being re-
lieved of command isn’t like losing 
a job. It’s reprehensible to a Naval 
officer and can affect his career 
choices for the rest of his life.

What’s frustrating is this man 
was also a Naval aviator who had 
fl own in 31 different types of air-
crafts for over 3,400 hours on 15 
different carriers, and yet rapidly 
became a target because of public 
dislike. Were the videos that unnerv-

ing and unprofessional? Perhaps, but 
Honors was an exceptional captain 
who followed orders and befriended 
every single sailor and Marine who 
crossed his path. Just ask any of the 
11,000 supporters on Facebook who 
praise and admire him.

These videos, created only for 
a crew to see, were meant to be 
good-natured and humorous, not 
lewd as the media and public have  
made them out to be. His judgment 
to involve himself in them may have 
been questionable, but his judge-
ment when and where it counted as 
a Naval offi cer was unswerving, and 
there is no doubt Honors was a great 
captain on one of the greatest U.S. 
ships in the world.

It used to be uncommon to read about police of-
fi cers shooting and killing citizens, but now it seems 
an often occurrence, and it also seems that the police 
often shoot to kill. This leaves me wondering, what 
happened to “serve and protect?”

Police shootings in the Portland area have grown to an ungodly 
number in 2010, with six offi cers involved shootings, four of which 
ending in fatalities. Already there were two police shootings in the 
fi rst two days of the New Year. 

Police don’t seem to think twice anymore before pulling out 
their lethal handguns to shoot, or even kill, a human being, even if 
the individual is not armed with a gun himself. Take the 60-year old 
homeless man who was shot multiple times by police on Jan. 2. The 
man was not armed with a gun, yet two veteran police offi cers shot 
him to death. The offi cers claimed that they tried to taser the man, but 
it did not faze him because of his heavy jacket. When the man came 
towards them with a knife, they both pulled out their guns and shot 

the man to death. 
There are several other examples of police making bad decisions 

and abusing their power, including the shooting on Dec. 27, 2010 
when police fi red an AR-15 rifl e at Portland citizen Mark Lagozzino. 
Lagozzino was not armed with a gun. He was left in critical condi-
tion. Another tragic example is the Dec. 17, 2010 shooting of Darryl 
Ferguson. Portland Police fi red 16 rounds at Ferguson in the hallway 
outside his Southeast Portland apartment. Sixteen rounds. How is that 
in any way justifi ed?

Why is it that police will shoot a suspect in the torso multiple times, 
even if the suspect does not have a gun? Anyone who is not armed with 
a gun can be just as easily stopped from committing a crime or violent 
act with a single shot to the leg, where there are fewer vital organs. 
Research and multiple investigations have shown that it is often not 
necessary to shoot suspects—let alone shoot at them 16 times. It is 
essential that police fi nd a less lethal way of dealing with criminals. 
The technology exists. Why isn’t it being used?

I am not the only person who feels this way. A protest against the 
recent surge of police involved shootings and deaths was held on Jan. 
6. Police broke up the protest, but the point got across.

 Imagine being 
locked in a tiny un-
derground cham-
ber for 24 years. 
Imagine your father 

coming into that chamber periodically 
throughout those years to rape you.
 This is what Austrian Elisabeth 
Fritzl dealt with from Aug. 29, 1984 
to Apr. 26, 2008 when her dad Josef 
Fritzl locked her and fathered her seven 
children. Josef was eventually caught 
and sentenced to life imprisonment on 
March 14, 2009.
 Josef had brought three of the 
“chamber children” upstairs during 
infancy and told his wife, Rosemarie 
Fritzl, that Elisabeth had left them on 
their front porch in hopes the couple 
would adopt her children. 
 If my daughter disappeared only 
to come back for a quick second every 
few years to leave a baby, I’d be asking 
quite a few questions.
 Josef told his wife that Elisabeth 
had joined a religious cult across 
Austria and no longer desired to live at 

home. Rosemarie simply accepted this 
and made no further efforts to fi nd out 
more about her daughter.
 How can a mother be so clueless 
as to think that their daughter decided 
to join a cult and somehow manage 
to travel across the country to leave a 
child on their front porch? Rosemarie’s 
logic makes very little sense to me. It is 
possible that Josef could have induced 
fear on his wife, but that would not have 
stopped the average mother from trying 
to fi nd her child.
 Josef disappeared for hours almost 
every day to work on a secret project 
that Rosemarie was restricted from 
knowing about. This project was actu-
ally Josef dropping by his daughter’s 
hidden chamber to rape her and then 
deliver food and supplies for her and 
her children. Rosemarie was naive 
enough to ignore all the strange things 
he did and pretend it was what every 
other husband did.
 I don’t know how Rosemarie 
managed to morph her husband’s 
strange behavior into her day-to-day 
lifestyle. The fact that she had no idea, 
baffl es my mind and makes me ques-
tion if she was being abused herself.

We should 
not depend on 
technology to de-
crease the conse-

quences of our bad decisions.
Drunk driving has been the 

cause of 88,630 recorded incidents 
in the past three years. With a newly 
created device, convicted drunken 
drivers will have their ignition 
locks attached to an apparatus that 
tests the blood-alcohol level, thus 
preventing drunk driving, and ulti-
mately maybe even saving a life.

This can be an improvement. 
Humans are going to attempt to 
drive drunk no matter how much 
we ask them not to. It is a foolish 
decision that puts the driver, their 
passengers, and anyone near the 
car in danger.

However, some apps practi-
cally encourage drunkenness. One 
app will prevent intoxicated humans 
from sending calls or text messages 
that they would later regret. This 
app could make customers think 
that it’s okay to get drunk, because 
they won’t send any texts or calls. 
It’s our decision to drink or not, so 
can’t we face the consequences of 
our own decisions?

MasterCard now has a program 
that allows you to set a spending 
amount, and then stops you from 
using your card when you have 
reached your limit. It’s a good idea, 
but do we really need technology to 
act as our mother? 

 Technology has advanced 
to allow us to create devices and 
machines that would have been un-
thinkable a couple of decades ago. 
We have incredible opportunities to 
change the world, but we should not 
use them on devices encouraging 
intoxication and spending sprees. 
Maybe these companies are just 
out to selfi shly get money, but they 
should really think about whether 
their creations are encouraging a 
meaningful life, or only lessening 
the consequences of poor deci-
sions.

“I believe they are doing all 
they can and it’s not always 
easy to catch people.”

“He should 

not be kissing 

his mother 

like that.”

Sweet 
and 
Spicy

Alondra Chavez
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Human care before pet-pampering

Boehner ‘Weeper of the House’

YELENA VECHERKINA

news editor

NATASHA TSOPKO

staff reporter

Should employment 
be lost because

of Facebook
posts?

Is the new Speaker 
of the House, John 

Boehner, a cry 
baby?

“No, because it 
doesn’t affect work 
performance.”

John Trend

Senior

“Yes. He’s a grown 
man; with great 
power comes great 
responsibility.”

Larry Ma

Senior

“Yes. He’s annoy-
ing and should 
stop crying. He 
can hold it in.”

Madison Eager

Freshman

Facebook
fi rings more 
common

HARLEY JESSEN

news editor

Blazer fans shouldn’t abandon Roy
JESSICA RIVERA

staff reporter

“Teens 
seem to 
be getting 
dumber and 
dumber.”

Jamie Nichols

Unicorns 

and Glitter

“Yes, because what 
you say refl ects 
your work.”

Hailee Arthur

Senior

    A recent study in New York 
City, released in December, 
showed  that in 2009, 39 percent 
of pregnancies ended in termi-
nation. What does this say about 
our country? That too many are 
engaging in unsafe sex and are 
not ready to raise a child.
  This is disappointing, consider-
ing most are teens.  Our genera-
tion is expected to pick up the 
pace and help bring the econo-
my back to its norm. But at this 
rate, things won’t get better. To-
day’s abortion rate is a bad re-
flection on the U.S. and how it 
will proceed in the future.
  I am personally not against 
abortion, but at this rate I am 
leaning toward banning the op-
tion, just to decrease the num-
ber. Teens seem to be getting 
dumber and dumber. Maybe 

 Rushed to get 
home and submit a new 
Facebook post? Be care-
ful. Consider the story of 
Massachusetts’ Cohasset 

High School’s math and science program 
supervisor Dr. June Talvitie-Siple.  
         Siple posted to her friends—or so 
she thought. The next day she received an 
email from the superintendent asking her 
to resign. In her posts, Siple vented that her 
students were “germ bags” and their parents 
“stuck-up snobs.” Although Siple’s posts 
were somewhat rude, the school went a bit 
overboard. However, this is what Siple gets 
for not being cautious.
 “I honestly thought I had my Facebook 
setting on private, and I take full responsibil-
ity for not doing so,” stated Siple. “I hope 
it serves as an example to kids that they 
need to be very, very vigilant about their 
privacy.”
 Also consider a related case, of Doug-
las senior Haley Gray. Haley posted on 
a former employee’s wall, stating, “Ugh. 
Barbi is out to get me and I’m not the only 
one who sees it =/.” Haley happened to 
have coworkers on her friend list who saw 
the post. Even though she never mentioned 
Barbi’s last name or the company name, her 
supervisor was sure that her post was related 
to the boss, and she got the boot. Haley’s 
supervisor claimed she was immature and 
not ready to work at a professional business. 
When her boss asked what she learned, 
Haley said, “Not to add anyone from work 
on Facebook.”
 Then there’s the woman who called in 
work sick. She posted pictures of herself 
that day at the beach, which lead to the 
loss of her job. Even Oregon wide receiver 
Jamere Holland was taken off the team for 
“racially charged” remarks on a post: “I 
wish I could block whites as friends and 
only have blacks. LOL, cause apparently 
I’m misunderstood.”
 Twitter and MySpace can get you into 
trouble, too. It’s easy to think personal posts 
are just for friends, but when making a post, 
assume the entire world can read it.

 Considering our dev-
astating economy I am 
disgusted to see people 
wasting money on pets; it’s 
just unreasonable. Sure, 

having a pet is fun and can be comforting. 
But when a pet is being pampered more than 
a human being, I call it immoral. It’s not 
just the vet bills, organic specialty foods, 
clothes and even transportation fees. It is 
also baby sitters and day cares, as well 
as designer clothes. Where does it end? 
Spending thousands of dollars on a pet is 
unreasonable when others in our society 
cannot even provide for themselves.
 When is comes to celebrities, one can 
predict financial status just by looking at 
his or her pets. For example, well-known 
celebrity Paris Hilton has a variety of pets, 
mainly as accessories to be seen with in 
public. For each animal, or “accessory”, 
she has, each receives special grooming, de-
signer clothes, day cares, even nannies, and 
of course first class air fare. Another loved 

celebrity is Holly Madison, who generously 
shares her wealth with numerous dear pets. 
Without thinking twice she provides shelter, 
care, and of course only upscale service to 
all pets: monkeys, peacocks, dogs, cats, and 
so on. The amount of money she spends on 
animals could buy shelter, food, and water 
for a medium sized family in a third world 
country.
 A countless number of people around 
the world would not even imagine a life of 
such luxury, as it is reality for few pets in 
our country. In less fortunate areas, a pet 
means a dog on a leash that eats leftovers. 
When owners leave home, the dog stays to 
scare off any possibly robbers. To book a 
hotel for a pet or buy clothes for the “baby” 
is preposterous. In the U.S., some owners 
go extreme with splurging on beloved pets. 
It is growing among ordinary middle class 
Americans, not only the wealthy. While 
some miss years of medical or dental at-
tention because of financial deficiencies, 
wealthy pets get their nails done and hair 
trimmed. It is erroneous how pet owners 
need to realize pets are not people, and 
people should come first.

 When women cry they 
are seen as weak, but when 
men cry they are “sensitive.”  
But it’s tear-jerking to assume 
men are “sensitive” when 

they cry merely because social gender roles 
predetermined women as weaklings.   
 Last week, John Boehner was named new 
Speaker of the House. He’s offi cially second in 
line for presidency (tear drop).  But for crying 
out loud, literally, was it necessary to weep every 
time a word plopped out of his mouth during his 
speech? No, no it was not.
 John Boehner’s excess of crying is out-
landish. During his “60 Minutes” interview he 
bawled like a baby every time his new job or 
family was mentioned. It was as if he was taught 
to cry on cue. COL (Cry out loud).
 Some say, “Hey, he’s an emotional dude. 
Leave him alone!” But it seems that all this 
“emotion” could eventually interfere with his 
job. If he gets so emotional over such matters, 
how is he going to take the news when a new bill 

is passed? Crying doesn’t necessarily determine 
a good or bad Speaker of the House, but are we 
going to get years and years of tears from this 
man?
 Nancy Pelosi, outgoing Speaker of the 
House, was mocked for months over her tears 
in 2009. She was labeled weak after the outcry. 
It’s ridiculous to think that female politicians 
receive such criticism from the media, while 
Boehner is getting a pat on the back. Females are 
crudely judged for their waterworks while men 
are disregarded many times because the media 
loves a “sensitive” dude.
 Sarah Palin isn’t helping Boehner’s case 
either during this cry-fest. She was off shooting 
some reindeer over winter break when all of this 
emotion was just gushing. Where is the GOP 
going with these actions? It’s just so crazy in 
the political arena these days. Everyone is either 
blaming Palin for the oil crisis or Boehner for 
making the U.S. public cry.
 In the end, it’s not that crying, or shooting 
reindeer, is bad, but the stereotypes that surround 
these issues. So, shall we call Boehner a “girl” 
for crying? No. But we shouldn’t tell a girl to be 
a “man” either.

taking away the option will teach 
them a lesson. And that may be 
just what they need, even if it is 
extreme. But the fact that teens 
think they can make the choice 
of becoming sexually active, a 
decision meant to show adult-
like qualities, the inability to pro-
tect oneself is embarrassing and 
shows how irresponsible teenag-
ers are.
   As a believer in pro-choice, I 
also believe that if abortion rates 
continue to rise, the U.S. may 
get a ‘bad rep’, for lack of a bet-
ter word. Once teenagers learn 
to protect themselves and make 
better choices, I think that abor-
tion will be an option for those 
who absolutely need it. But the 
lesson of responsibility must be 
instilled in them first before the 
rates begin to decrease.

 I am a big
fan of Brandon 
Roy. I have been 
in love with his 
game and talent 

since he was drafted. He changed 
the Blazers for the better; the team 
went from “Jail Blazers” to “Rip 
City”. He led them to the playoffs 
two years in a row, and he really 
stepped up when the team needed 
him. Even though they have not 
passed the fi rst round of the play-
offs, they gained a leader’s experi-
ence. He’s been an All-Star for 
three years and has lead the team 
in scoring. 
 Roy is no Kobe Bryant or 
LeBron James, that’s for sure, but 
to Portland, in just three years he 
changed the city’s mentality to-
ward the team. Oregonians hated 
their own home team since most 
of the former players smoked pot, 
were thugs, and were involved in 
criminal activity. Most home games 

were unattended, and sometimes 
even the players themselves didn’t 
show up. 
 Now Roy is injured again, 
indefi nitely. A bad knee caused a 
double knee operation, and many 
so-called Blazer fans have lost hope 
in him. They believe that now he 
“sucks” and was never good for the 
Blazers. Some think drafting him 
up was a big mistake because the 
scouts knew he was injury prone. I 
would like to remind these so-called 
fans of the past three seasons and 
how much Roy has done for this 
team. Just because he is injured now 
and can’t play, we as fans should 
not disregard everything he’s done 
for the Blazers. We should support 
him during his trials and tribula-
tions. 
 Since he’s been out, more 
players are stepping up from the 
side and have demonstrated to us 
that they can play without the All-
Star. They’re playing as a team and 
their individual talents are mesh-
ing together. One key player now 
is forward LaMarcus Aldridge, 

averaging 20 points per game and 
eight rebounds. He has become 
the franchise player that the Blaz-
ers wanted. Not only has Aldridge 
taken up a new role, but so has 
Wesley Matthews, Nicholas Batum, 
Patty Mills, and Rudy Fernandez.
 The team looks even stronger 
and  now more threatening to other 
teams. During their fi rst and only 
match against “triple threat” Miami, 
the Blazers fought hard. Lots of 
sceptics  thought they would lose 
by 15 points or more. Instead, the 
Blazers held on, even in the lead at 
times, and took the game to over-
time. They lost the game, but this 
didn’t matter because the Blazers 
proved they could keep up with any 
team.
 The Blazers have a big chance 
to make it to the playoffs again and 
even advance from the fi rst round. 
Roy’s knee could heal, but only 
time will tell. But what we can be 
confident about is that Brandon 
does not suck, he is injured. He will 
forever and always be the franchise 
for the Trail Blazers.

Abortion too accessible



Boys’ basketball falls to expectations
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Girls’ swimming dives into undefeated season
Junior posts Jeremiah Harris and Marcell Frazier fi ght over three Aloha defenders to 
fi nish for two points. The boys defeated Aloha on Jan. 11.                Photo by Ashely Ladley

Youth Softball 
clinic encourages 
participants

LEILANNI ARROYO

staff reporter

RACHEL SHELLEY

sports editor

Tams prepares for state

Highlander

ut

ime

“But congrats on 
your appearance 
in a championship 
game anyway 
Duck fans. ”

The boys’ and girls’ swimming teams practice their strokes during an after school 
practice on Jan. 24. Their next meet is on Feb. 3 at Sam Barlow.    Photo by Alondra Chavez ATHLETES 
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 After the title game, I had an 
argument over my Facebook…207 
comments about the game. I posted 
my status as “Let’s go Auburn!” If you 
don’t know, I’m a die-hard Beaver. 
This argument, though, was not about 
football, not about the game, nor was 
it about the other numbskulls that 
decided to jump on the bandwagon. It 
was about absolutely nothing, a battle 
between butt-hurt Ducks and I, who will 
never support any other team but my 
own—unless they’re playing the ducks.
 The real issue was that nobody 
understands or thrives for true 
competition anymore. The BCS 
Championship Game wasn’t about 
showing the Beavers and their fans 
up, or about the Ducks being better 
than the Beavers. It was about them 
and Auburn, the two teams that earned 
the opportunity to show the nation their 
talent.  
 It’s not about having “state pride.” 

That’s why it’s a rivalry. Being an 
athlete, I love competition. After being 
sick throughout my entire cross country 
season, I learned exactly why I love to 
compete. I practiced every day with the 
hopes to race. I learned that I loved to 
run and no matter what my times looked 
like, or who I ran against, I was always 
ready for the challenge.
 The same goes for the 
championship game. I didn’t think about 
the Beavers 5-7 season or their failure to 
make it to a bowl game. I thought about 
the Ducks, and how Chip Kelly made 
this team amazing. I thought about 
Cam Newton, and how money of a 
quarterback he is! I wished I could have 
an opportunity like that, to play tough 
competition and fi ght for something so 
spectacular. After the game, all the trash 
talk disappointed me. I wish Oregon 
had more class. But congrats on your 
appearance in a championship game 
anyway Duck fans. 

Forgetting true competition releases ‘unclassy’  The David Douglas dance 
team, TAMS, took part in a fall 
competition on Nov. 20th, and 
are currently preparing this year 
for a lightweight competition on 
Jan. 29th. They will eventually 
take part in the state competition, 
March 17th and 16th.
 State season for DDHS 
TAMS starts early December, and 
goes into the middle of March. 
Until the annual state competition, 
which is held at the Convention 
Center. Tams competes in smaller 
competitions that are held locally 
over the weekends. They use these 
competitions as preparation for 
state. The dance style and theme 
set for the state competition is 
unknown to teams. Senior captain 
Haley Sawtelle, defending drill 
down champion, encourages 
DDHS students and friends to 

attend the competitions to fi nd out 
the theme the TAMS participants 
will be performing.
 “I’ve been on the team for 
all four years of high school now, 
so it’s going to be really hard 
graduating and not performing 
with the team anymore, said 
senior Haley Sawtelle. “We have 
a great set of dancers this year 
who are really competitive.”
 Tams participate in numerous 
fundraisers such as, cookie dough 
sales, car washes, business-related 
sponsors, and more. TAMS most 
recent fundraiser was held at a 
local pizza place, where TAMS 
participants gave away hand-in 
fl yers and received 15 percent of 
the guest’s meal purchases. 
 “This year I’m looking 
forward to going to state because 
it involves a lot of team bonding, 
and the routines are really 
interesting,” said junior Jordan 
Dupont.

 Varsity softball coach 
Staci Heath encourages youth 
interested to play softball to 
participate in a clinic on March 
5th. 
 Participants are required 
to pay a small fee of $25, which 
includes a camp tee-shirt. The 
fi rst-fourth graders clinic runs 
from 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. and  
the fi fth-eighth graders start at 
12:00- 3:30. 
 Athletes need to bring 
athletic clothing, gloves, tennis 
shoes, and a bat if possible.
 Students interested can 
talk to P.E. teacher and softball 
coach Staci Heath in the girls’ 
locker room. 

Last chance at 
Jr. Cheer Clinic

RACHEL SHELLEY

sports editor

   Junior cheerleaders are 
encouraged to join the high 
school cheer team for a day 
of cheers, dance, and stunts 
on January 29 from 9:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m.
     The cost  is $25 which in-
cludes a tee-shirt.  Those in-
terested are encouraged to 
contact Amber Cowgill. 

 Number three ranked Central 
Catholic high school hosted num-
ber fi ve David Douglas  in a dis-
appointing 70-50 loss in their fi rst 
conference game on January 21. 
 It was clear early in the fi rst 
that Central had control of the 
game, winning the tip and making a 
quick three just 12 seconds into the 
game.  Junior post Jeremiah Harris 
gave the Scots their fi rst points of 
the game with a two-point shot two 
minutes in.  The fi rst quarter was 
mostly close but the Rams fi nished 
in the lead 16-9.
` Senior guard Richard Seam-
ster started the second quarter hit-
ting a two, and slimming the Rams’ 
lead to only fi ve.  In the following 
two minutes however, the Rams 
pushed their lead back up to twelve 
and the Scot’s could not answer, 
going to halftime down 33-20.
 Starting the second half up 

by 15, four Doug-
las turnovers in 
four minutes al-
lowed Central to 
increase that lead 
to as much as 23 
in the third quar-
ter.  That’s how 
the quarter ended 
after eight contrib-
uting points from 
junior wing Taye 
Baker and six 
points from free-
throws.  
  Douglas took 
control of the 
fourth quarter al-

lowing only eleven points and 
scoring sixteen.  Douglas defense 
held Central to 70 points for the 
last four minutes of the game and 
forced six scoreless Central pos-
sessions ending the game 70-50.
 Douglas’ next game is tomor-
row night against Reynolds at 7:15 
p.m.

 The  girls’ swim team won for the 
fi fth time in the league on Jan. 20, at 
home against Gresham. 
 In the 200-meter relay, the team 
of sophomore Emma Nissen, junior 
Emma Redwine-Hixon, junior Nikki 
Overton, and junior Ally Olson took 
fi rst at 2:12.82. The team of freshman 
Carolyn Quick, sophomore Alyssa 
Nguyen, juniors Raiko Kaneshige and 
Nhat Nguyen took second at 2:16.28.
 In the 200-meter free, Overton 
took fi rst at 2:15.82 and Gresham took 
second. Gresham took fi rst in the 200-
meter IM, and in second was Nissen at 
2:48.04. The Scots took the fi rst three 
places in the 50-meter free. First was 
Olson at 29.42, second Nhat Nguyen 
at 30.90, and third sophomore Janessa 
Dyk at 32.39.
 In the 100 fl y, Gresham took 
fi rst and in second was Kaneshige at 

1:14.26. Overton 
took fi rst in the 100 
free with at 1:05.40, 
and second was 
sophomore Shelby 
Thomas at 1:09.27.
 In the 400 free, 
Olson took fi rst 
at 4:48.07, and 

Gresham second. The team of Nhat 
Nguyen, Nissen, Thomas, and Alyssa 
Nguyen took fi rst at 2:02.97, and in 
second came Gresham. Gresham took 
fi rst in the 100 backstroke, and Alyssa 
Nguyen second at 1:16.44. In the 100-
meter breaststroke, Gresham took 
fi rst and Redwine-Hixon second at 
1:22.56.
 In the last event, the team of 
Olson, Redwine-Hixon, Nhat Nguyen, 
and Overton took fi rst at 4:24.34. 
 “Gresham was a good meet for us, 
said coach Joe Bosworth. “We are really 
starting to focus for state, however, we 
still have not showed our best.”

OLSON

SEAMSTER



Wrestling places fi rst at tourney
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Boys’ swimming takes down MHC champs

DAISY QUINONEZ

news editor

JESSICA RIVERA

staff reporter

at a
MHCMHC
GLANCEGLANCEFreshman Lucky Le practices his butterfl y stroke with a teammate close behind.  The boys’ 

swim team defeated the MHC champs, Gresham on Jan 22.                           Photo by Emma Moss

Senior post Emily Applegate defends sophomore post Breanna Fanning during the girls’ 
basketball practice.  The girls defeated Centennial 50-42 on Jan 21.      Photo by Alondra Chavez

Girls’ basketball defeated by Rams, 58-36

RECORDSRECORDS
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B. BASKETBALL               0-1

G. BASKETBALL               1-3 

B. SWIMMING                    4-0

G. SWIMMING       5-0

WRESTLING                      1-1

B. BASKETBALL: G. BASKETBALL:

1.CCHS 1.BHS

2.BHS 2.SMA

3.RHS 3.CCHS

4.DDHS 4.CHS

5.CHS 5.RHS

 

B. SWIMMING  G. SWIMMING

1.DDHS 1.DDHS

2.GHS 2.SMA

3.BHS 3.RHS

4.CHS 4.BHS

5.CCHS 5.GHS

Help by hosting a 
David Douglas

High School 
student with a 

Job Shadow (4-8 hrs) 
in your business.

Ongoing until 
May 2011.

Please contact 
Deb Murray, 

School-to-Career
Coordinator at 
503 261-8339

or
debbie_murray@ddouglas.

k12.or.us

Despite executing offense and de-
fense well, the girls’ basketball team fell 
short to the much bigger Central Catho-
lic Rams 58-36 at home on Jan. 14.

The beginning of the fi rst period 
was dry for the Scots, losing the tip-off 
to the Rams’ 6’3” post and were unable 
to score until the Rams had already 
accumulated seven points. Senior 5’5” 
guard Rachel Shelley snapped the Rams 
7-0 run after getting fouled and making 
one of two free-throws. The Scots, how-
ever, continued to struggle throughout 
the entire first period, committing 
countless turnovers and scoring only 
one basket which was a three pointer 
by senior 5’7” wing Rain Eels.

“We could have grown an extra 
2-3 inches to help with rebounding and 
defense,” said assistant coach Mike 
Costello jokingly, “but we also could 
have limited our turnovers and shot a 

little better.”
David Doug-

las started the sec-
ond period better 
than the fi rst, with 
a quick lay-up by 
Shelley, but it went 
downhill from 
there. Despite the 

Scots impressive effort, the Rams’ post 
was impossible to stop, and led Central 
Catholic to a 34-17 lead at the end of 
the fi rst half.

David Douglas scored only four 
points in the third period, compared 
to 11 Central Catholic points. David 
Douglas’ only basket was from senior 
5’6” guard Amanda Raethke, and was 
her second 3-pointer of the night.

 The fourth period belonged to 
Douglas, who out-scored Central 
Catholic 15-13, in spite of fi ve quick 
Ram points to start the period off. Eight 
of the Scots 15 fourth period shots 
belonged to Shelley.

 Strong relay performances allowed 
the boys’ swim team to dethrone last 
year’s conference champions, Gresham, 
at home on Senior Night on Jan. 22, the 
fi nal score 90-80.
 The fi rst event was the 200 medley 
relay. Junior Mason Borrow, seniors 
Troy Thomas and Alex Borrow, and 
freshman Raymond Miller placed sec-
ond with a time of 2:05.27. The Gophers 
took fi rst with a time of 1:59.43. Fresh-
man Leland Miller took fi rst in the 200 
free with a time of 2:06.79, followed 
by freshman Samuel Redwine-Hixson 
at 2:11.79.
 In the 50 free, Alex Borrow came 
in close second with a time of 26.80, 
only six-tenths of a second away from 
fi rst. Gresham placed fi rst and second in 
the 100 Butterfl y and senior Gabe Vidal 

placed fi rst in the 
100 free with a time 
of 59.97 followed 
by Mason Borrow 
at 1:01.39.
 Redwine-Hixson 
won the 400 free, 
while in the 200 
free relay freshman 

Lucky Le, Leland Miller, Alex Borrow, 
and Vidal went neck in neck with the 
Gophers until the end when Miller 
pulled through with a time of 1:46.24 
. Mason Borrow placed second in the 
100 back stroke at 1:06.74 followed 
by Vidal at 1:10.19 and in the 100 
breaststroke Le placed second with a 
time of 1:31.1.
 In the 400 free relay, Leland 
Miller, Redwine-Hixson, Mason Bor-
row, and Le dominated with a time of 
3:55.83 while Gresham was left behind 
in second.

SHUPP

REYES

 The wrestling team came out 
triumphant at a wrestling tournament 
held at David Douglas on Jan. 22. 
 Nine teams participated in the 
tournament, including Centennial, 
Parkrose, Pendleton, and Silverton 
high schools. The Scots placed fi rst 
at the tournament with 314.5 points, 
a 38.5 point lead on Pendleton which 
took second. Centennial placed third. 
 Four Scots’ wrestlers took fi rst 
place: 130-pound freshmen Josh 
Reyes, 140-pound senior Jorge Ola-
zaba, 189-pound senior Shayne Shupp, 
and 215-pound senior Erick Reyes af-
ter beating teammate 215-pound junior 
Cody Patterson by injury default. One 
hundred-and-three-pound junior Chris 
McCauley, 135-pound senior Nathan 
Fritz, 145-pound sophomore Elijah 
Taylor, and 160-pound sophomore 

Iho Odighuzuwa 
all placed second. 
   There have been 
several varsity 
wrestlers injured 
or sick during the 
season, including 
119-pound sopho-
more Gabe Peak 
who has not been 
able to wrestle all 
season due to a 
shoulder injury. 
   “We’ve had a lot 
of injuries lately,” 
said coach Ron 
Holyoak. “But 
we’re wrestling 

better, so we hope to fi nish [the sea-
son] strong.”
 The Scots will have their Senior 
Night tonight when they wrestle the 
Reynolds Raiders at a home dual meet 
at 7:00 p.m.

Stay safe Stay safe 
during during 
Winter FormalWinter Formal

Treacherous 
driving condi-
tions are still 

about us.
From, the Highlander Staff

~
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The Jazz Band performs one of the songs that won them the First Place at the Mt. Hood League Jazz 
Band Competition held at Reynolds High School on Dec. 11, 2010.           Photo courtesy Alex Burfi tt
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Student artist still impresses

g 

Senior Kaitlyn Nelson created this piece, “The Essence of Nature,” for an auction. It sold for $100. 

Nelson won the Congressional Art Competition last year.                           Image courtesy of Kaitlyn Nelson
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news editor

   

FAST FORWARD
MENUMENU

DAISY QUINONEZ

news editor

2011 Portland 
Jazz Festival 
Approaching

 The 2011 Portland Jazz Festival will 
take place in next month to celebrate Port-
land, Jazz, and Black History Month. The 
week-long event will kick off on Feb. 18th 
at the Winningstad Theater with Randy 
Weston and will conclude on Feb. 27th at 
the Crystal Ballroom Maceo Parker.

~

CASSIDY BEAN

staff reporter
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staff reporter

Inspiring book spurs fundraiser

TriMet offers ad campaign

Jazz Band league champs—again

 

 

Sail Away With Me
This Saturday, January 29 This Saturday, January 29 

from 8:00-11:00 p.m. from 8:00-11:00 p.m. 
in the North Gymin the North Gym

Winter Formal

Tickets are $18 each and 
will be on sale all day 

tomorrow, Jan. 28, in the 
activities offi ce.

 Students now have the opportunity to see 
themselves and their friends on TriMet buses, 
MAX trains, and WES streetcars. 
 TriMet, the city’s public transportation, is 
encouraging students age 14 and up to take a snap-
shot photo of themselves and friends behaving 
according to TriMet safety procedures. A contest 
will highlight those specifi c characteristics of 
passenger behavior. A panel of judges will decide 
the winner and also fi ve top prize winners. 
 Youths will be included as part of the panel 
of judges. All winners will receive two Regal 

Cinema passes. 
 The criteria for judging deals with adher-
ence to safe behavior around TriMet transit 
activity, vehicles or facilities, clarity of the safety 
message included in the photo and caption, 
and overall appeal. Photo locations must be on 
TriMet property such as TriMet buses, MAX or 
WES stations. A photo caption about the safety 
behavior is required.
 The contest idea surfaced at a meet-
ing between TriMet marketing staff and the 
Multnomah Youth Commission.
 Students have until 4:00 p.m. Jan. 31 to 
submit their photos to safetycontest@trimet.org 
by mail or in person. 

 Senior Kaitlyn Nelson has been brush-
ing up on her art skills over the years and 
is canvassing options for the future as an 
artist.  
 Nelson won the Congressional Art 
Competition last year, and her self-portrait 
now hangs in the Capitol Building.  
 “She has vast experience and is so far 
advanced,” said art teacher Maria Galati.  

 “A lot of my art is inspired by the 
dreams that I have,” said Nelson. “No matter 
what happens, art is always there for me and 
is always fun.”  
 Nelson wants to attend the University of 
Oregon’s Visual Arts School. She eventually 
wants to make company logos, tee-shirts, 
and some day even design tattoos.  
 “I generally love all kinds of art and 
want to try them all,” said Nelson. “My art 
makes me feel good about myself, and I just 
want people to like the art that I do.”

 Half the Sky is a motivating book about 
women in Africa and Asia who have suffered 
in their lives, but with a little economical help, 
they have been able to make their dreams 
come true. Half the Sky is also an organiza-
tion named after the book, which helps raise 
the status of women and helps end global 
poverty. 
 “I read the book and it inspired me to 
become involved with this issue,” said art 
teacher Maria Galati. 
 Half the Sky lists different organizations 
that are similar and help women in the same 

situations. Galati is involved with an orga-
nization named Kiva, a similar organization. 
Kiva has approximately 100 members and 
has raised about $3,400, money used to help 
women in different countries start their own 
business. 
 Through this organization, Galati has 
helped eight women in Latin America start 
a small business and make a better life for 
themselves and their families.
 Students can join and make a team to 
start raising money for someone in need. 
Other similar organizations include Kiva 
are Donors Choose, Modest Needs, Half the 
Sky, American Assistance for Cambodia, and 
Campaign for Female Education.

 The David Douglas Jazz Band fi nished on a 
high note at the Mount Hood League Jazz Band 
Competition, winning fi rst place at Reynolds High 
School on Dec. 11, 2010.
 The band demonstrated the ability to play 
with steady balance, which is being able to hear 
every instrument even when it switched from soft 
to loud. The members preformed with a controlled 
power and style, winning David Douglas fi rst 
place at the end of the day long competition.
 “I also believe [their strong point] is how 
much they care about each other, and also their 
capability of preparing for performances that 
makes them so commanding on stage,” said band 
director Jennifer Muller.
 The 21-member Jazz Band entered the league 

competition against the rest of the Mount Hood 
Conference, with the exception of St. Mary’s 
Academy. Their performance songs included 
“Time After Time,” “Georgia on my Mind,” “CB 
Express,” and “Bill Bailey.”  
 “What could be improved on by the band is 
that softs need to be softer and continued emphasis 
on improvisational solos,” said Muller.
 Outstanding Musician Awards were respect-
fully awarded to seniors Alex Burfi tt on the Bari 
Sax, Ted Schera on the Alto Sax, Cameron May 
on Bass, sophomore Emma Nissen on the Vibes, 
junior Alex Escalante on Trombone, and the 
entire Rhythm Section. An award was also given 
to freshman Isabel Skau from Jazz I on the alto 
saxophone.
 Second place in the competition went to 
Reynolds High School. Third place went to 
Gresham.

in the subject they could not pass.   
 During OAKS testing, students are 
normally taken to the computer lab, with the 
exception of the writing assessment, which 
is done with pencil and paper. The tests last 
from one to two class periods during which 
students are expected to be completely si-
lent.    
 The math test covers a variety of prob-
lems, which range in diffi culty. The test in-
cludes probability, geometry, algebra, logic, 
and more. Students are given a sheet of paper 
with various formulas a piece of scratch 
paper. Calculators are allowed. Formulas 
and a calculator can also be found on the 
computer. Students can also mark questions 
on the computer they are not sure of so they 
can go back and look them over again.

During the reading test students read 
articles, excerpts from books, charts on the 
computer, then  answer a number of questions. 
Questions may ask what a certain word in the 
context means, to more complex questions, 
which take a higher level of understanding to 
correctly answer, such as the author’s attitude 
toward the subject, or the author’s purpose for 
writing a specifi c paragraph.

SCOTSSCOTS

Open on B-days

during passing 

time & lunch

GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

CONGRESSWOMAN
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