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The girls’ swim team soundly

defeats the Reynolds Raiders 

in their second meet of the season.

Have a favorite holiday
fi lm? The Highlander
does. See the complete
list, plus everything you wanted 
to know, from George Bailey to
Elf to Kevin McCalister.

New club strives for equality

Seven period schedule plan abandoned
• DDHS English Teacher

• D.R.E.A.M Club Advisor

• Facilitated fundrasier        

  to help eight families      

  in need receive Thanks-   

  giving dinners for the   

  holidays.

• Heart of gold

Douglas welcomes Australian

students as part of basketball

exchange program. 

Junior trombonist Jamie Rainwater plays along with the Wind Ensemble class on Dec. 14.         Photo by Ashely Ladely 

NATASHA TSOPKO

staff reporter                                       

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE HIGHLANDER

 The MOOSE club, or Many Outraged Oregonians 
Striving for Equality, is a new club striving to educate 
people about human traffi cking and other pressing is-
sues.   
 Human traffi cking is the act of transporting and 
profi ting from human beings who are forced to work 
against their will. The club was started by junior Do-
minikka McAllister-Moran to bring awareness and 
inform students about the dangers of human traffi ck-
ing. Currently, the club consists of 15 students and two 
advisors, psychology teacher Aminah Ali and math 
teacher Holli Stoneroad.  The club is hoping to increase 
membership to 20 students.  The club is student lead and 
meetings are every Tuesday in room 313, which include 

cupcakes for all who attend. The club is hoping to have 
their fi rst fundraiser this year for fi eld trips and to help 
traffi cking victims.  The club members want to visit 
downtown to distribute fl yers and visit middle schools 
to encourage those students to join the movement for 
social change.  
 One plan is to raise enough money to donate 
to shelters and start counseling programs.  The fi rst 
fundraiser will feature Hershey’s chocolate baggies 
which the club calls MOOSE Tracks.
 The club will not only focus on human traffi ck-
ing but extend to other social issues in the coming 
years.  The club encourages people to advocate for 
change and take action within the community. 
 “I want to show that if you have a passion 
you could do something no matter what,” said 
McAllister-Moran. 

The girls’ basketball team

falls short to Milwaukie 

in a pre-season match-up.

Qualifi ed musicians off to Eugene
ALONDRA CHAVEZ 

AND DANIEL VU

ads manager and staff reporter                                    

 Twenty-one DDHS musi-
cians qualifi ed for the Oregon 
Music Educators Association All 
State Conference by national and 
international conductors and will 
be performing on Jan. 16, 2011 
at the Hult Center Auditorium in 
Eugene.
 Freshman clarinetist Isabel 
Skau, sophomores soprano sing-
er Emma Nissen, tenor Josh Hud-
son, senior French horn player 
Eduardo Torres, junior soprano 
Carolyn Quick, French horn 
players David Meyer and Tristan 
Knopf, bass clarinetist Ian Un-
ger, clarinetist Raiko Kaneshige, 
trombonists Alex Escalante and 
Jamie Rainwater, seniors bass 
singers Anthony Nguyen and 
Corey Taylor-Cedarleaf, French 
horn player Aeron Fredman, bas-
soonist Caitlyn Curtis, baritone 
player Krista Kirk, tenor saxo-

phonist Alyssa McKay, string bassist 
Lydia Au, clarinetist Alex Burfi tt, 
and trumpeter Conor Munsey all 
qualifi ed and to perform.
 “Since it’s my fi rst time I’m 
pretty nervous,” said McKay. “I’m 
also excited to get this opportunity 

and see how I match up against the 
other saxophonists in Oregon.”
 Students recorded the anony-
mous $10.00 auditions, and upload-
ed them online. They were then sent 
to judges across the state.  Auditions 
are comprised of various preselected 

songs as well as a chromatic scale.
 The selected musicians re-
hearse Jan. 14 and Jan. 15, 2011 
before performance on Jan. 16. Stu-
dents will stay at the Hilton Eugene 
& Conference Center. The entire 
weekend will cost $185.00.

 Ridding both students and 
staff of much anxiety, the decision 
to transfer from the current block 
schedule, which has been present at 
David Douglas High School for 16 
years, to a traditional seven-period 
schedule was abandoned on Dec. 2 
for further evaluation by the school 
board.

 Alternative schedules that were 
being weighed included a traditional 
seven-period or a hybrid seven-period 
school day. In a traditional schedule, 
students would have gone through all 
seven of their classes every day, with 46 
minute class periods, 40 minute lunches, 
and eight minute passing times. Having 
seven periods a day can be benefi cial 
to students, especially math students, 
because the student is granted more 
opportunities to ask for assistance and 
only needs to learn one a lesson a day, 

opposed to in a block schedule where 
students must learn two or more lessons 
every class.
 In a seven-period hybrid school 
week, students would carry out tradi-
tional days on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Fridays. Wednesdays would have a late 
arrival, three-period block schedule, with 
one hour and 25 minute class periods, 
40 minute lunches, and ten minute 
passing times. On Thursdays, students 
would have gone through a regular four-
period block schedule, with classes four 

through seven. This schedule would al-
low students to see all their teachers three 
days a week, every week, benefi ting 
struggling students who should see their 
teachers more often. The longer periods 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays would 
have allowed for long labs in science 
classes and more extensive workouts in 
P.E classes that a normal 46-minute class 

CASSIDY BEAN AND 

MARGO  RUTLEDGE

staff reporters                                   
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MOOSE Club members meet in the library to look over 
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“Alright class, forget what I said about the schedule 
switch. The plan for next year is to switch

to a nonswitch mode, that is unless we switch.”

The Highlander

Compiled by 
Aislinn Carson and
Natashia Duncan

1.C   2.A  3.B   4.D   5.B   
6.A  7.B  8.B   9.D   10.B
 11.D  12.B

Proposed schedule change: relief  for now

Answers:

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999,2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit,” 
2009 with “Special Merit,” 2010 with “Special Merit.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010.
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1. What is the shape of 

the object that falls dur-

ing the countdown?

 a) Square

   b) Star

 c) Ball

    d) Triangle

2. How many people 

are estimated at the 

square each year?

 a) A million

   b) 9,000

 c) 50,000

    d) 500,000

 

3. At which Times 

Square resturant can 

you see the festivities?

 a) Macaroni Grill

   b) Olive Garden

 c) The Melting Pot       

  d) Red Robin

4. How much confetti 

is dropped?

 a) 50,000 lbs

   b) 4,000 lbs

 c) 6 tons

    d)  1 ton

5. Are alcoholic 

beverages permitted 

in the square?

 a) Yes

 b) No 

6. Which items are 

not allowed in Times 

Square?

 a) Bags/backpacks 

 b) Children

 c) Food/water

 d) Seeing eye dogs

7. Who monitors the 

square during the 

celebration?

 a) Times Square  

        Security

 b) NYPD 

 c) Mall Security

 d) No one

8. Does the event 

require tickets?

 a) Yes

 b) No 

9. How many hotel 

rooms are available in 

the area?

 a) 5,000

 b) 900

 c) 20,000+

 d) 16,000+ 

10. Are there portable 

public restrooms in 

the square?

 a) Yes

 b) No 

 c) Sometimes

11. In which year did 

this event start?

 a) 1954

 b) 2000

 c) 1982

 d) 1904 

  

12. From where is the 

ball lowered?

 a) A building

 b) A fl ag pole

 c) A semi truck

 d) A sky scraper

times 
times 

square 

square 

new year?

new year?

MY TURN

NATASHIA

DUNCAN

Life threatening realization
 It’s not something you really 
think about, is it? How something 
so life-altering could happen so 
quickly. No one opens their eyes 
in the morning and thinks to them-
selves: someone is going to bomb 
my city today.
 It isn’t news to many that 
19-year-old Mohamed Osman 
Mohamud drove a van to the 
corner of Portland’s Pioneer Court-
house Square, during the city’s 
annual tree-lighting ceremony on 
Friday, Nov. 26,  and attempted to 
ignite a bomb that could have put 
thousands of innocent people in 
serious danger. 
 Every year, people gather 
to celebrate the holiday season 
by lighting this tree, and for the 
fi rst time I wanted to go. It wasn’t 
until the last minute that I subcon-
sciously made the right decision 
not to appear in a location that 
could have put me in danger. But 
how was I supposed to know? 
Terrorism doesn’t happen in our 
precious Portland.
 It’s terrifying to think of what 
could have happened, but how 
can I help but wonder what if? 
 Death isn’t something I think 
about often, nor is it something 

other people should think 
about, but right now it’s a matter of 
not wasting your life away. 
 People will tell you left and 
right to open your eyes to what’s 
around you, and let me tell you 
right now: they couldn’t give you 
any better advice at a time like 
this.
 Living fearlessly can result in 
getting hurt, but I’ve also learned 
for myself that living in fear can 
also put you in the same position 
just as fast. 
 Regardless of who or where 
you are, anything can happen 
to anyone at any given time, so 
why take what time you have 
and waste it on regrets, lies, and  
unstable situations? So many 
people live day to day, living an 
unhappy life they don’t want to 
lead. I used to be one of them.  
 Although it may be depress-
ing and terrifying, if the bomb 
Muhamud brought to the square 
that day hadn’t been a false set-up 
with the FBI, and I hadn’t decided 
against going downtown at the 
last minute, there’s a good chance 
I wouldn’t be here right now. And 
that’s enough to make me say I’m 
done wasting my life away.

 We, The Highlander, 
on behalf of the entire 
high school, students and 
staff alike, want to say—
whew. 
 For two weeks we 
held our collective breath 
when the district an-
nounced that the high 
school would go back to 
a seven period every day 
schedule next year.
 Thankfully, on Dec. 
3, superintendant Grot-
ting formally announced 
that the idea was going to 
be abandoned and the cur-
rent block schedule would 
be kept in place. Whew.
 This whole episode 
raises the question: why? 
Why fi x something that 
isn’t broken? Why aban-
don a schedule that keeps 
students in class longer 
than in the hallways?
 We love change. 
Since 2010, it’s in the 
air, but to change without 
concrete reasons, or just 
for change sake, can be, 
and often is, catastroph-
ic.
 Take CIM. Many of 
you may be too young, 
but your teachers are 

 When someone starts talk-
ing about predicting the future, 
most of us turn our heads with 
a roll of the eyes. I too am guilty 
of that. But sometimes it is hard 
to ignore something that is right 
in front of me.
 North Korea fi red dozens 
of rounds at South Korea, kill-
ing soldiers and setting houses 
on fi re, after North Korea sent 
messages to South Korea pro-
testing that their naval, air force, 
and army training exercises 
were too close to the border on 
Tuesday, Nov. 23 at 2:34 pm. 
In return, South Korea fi red 80 
shells and sent over fi ghter jets. 
Korean marines and civilians 
were killed and wounded during 
the ongoing fi ght. What if I told 
you that this was all predicted 
many years ago?
 At 12 years of age, Baba 
Vanga (January 1911–August 
1996) lost her sight after being 
swept away by a tornado. It was 
then she said that she received 
her “gift.” At the age of 16, she 
began making predictions. One 
of these predictions was that 
World War III would break out 
in November of 2010. She also 
predicted the submarine acci-
dent in August of 2000 and the 
terrorist attacks on September 
11, 2001: “Horror, horror! The 
American brethren will fall after 
being attacked by the steel birds. 

“Time is all 
we’ve got.”

Dear Editor, 
 This summer my friend and 
I went to Lincoln City with my 
grandparents. We were walking 
on the beach when we met this 
guy and we started talking to 
him. We found out this man had 
been traveling around the United 
States since March and was from 
Pennsylvania. He started to tell 
us about all the places he had 
seen and people he had met. He 
said his favorite place by far was 
Oregon because the people are 
friendly, there are so many things 
to do, and it’s beautiful.  
 I don’t think many people 
realize how beautiful Oregon 
is and how lucky we are to live 
here. We have beaches just a 
couple hours away, deserts, 
mountains, just a little bit of ev-
erything. Not many places have 
that. I also think it’s important for 
people to travel and see all parts 
of the world. You can’t just live 
only knowing what your city or 
state is like, never experiencing 
the beauty of anywhere else fi rst 
hand, only relying on fi lm. 
 Not many people realize 
how spoiled we really are, liv-
ing in America and all of the 
luxaries we have compared to 
other countries. I guess I just 
don’t think people appreciate 
the world anymore. Why doesn’t 
everyone watch a sunset once 
and awhile, or lay out and look at 
the stars? Why isn’t that beautiful 
anymore?

Sophomore
Nicole Ashley

Dear Editor, 
 David Douglas is a hard 
school for me. I want to transfer 
but my friends tell me to try to 
stick it out because they say I can 
do it. I like most of my classes 
like French and Sign Language. 
My other classes are kind of 
boring, but I probably can stick 
to it. I just think I need more 

help because I’m kind of a slow 
learner. I hate when everyone is 
ahead of me. It just makes me 
feel slow and when that usually 
happens, I just rush things.

Anonymous

Dear Editor, 
 I think it is interesting how 
David Douglas brags about its 
pride, but you can’t even walk 

down the breezeway without 
stepping on gum. The whole 
pavement looks like gum with 
walkway over it. It should look 
like a perfectly clean sidewalk. 
I am not saying we shouldn’t be 
able to chew gum, but we should 
take care of our school and not 
spit gum on the ground.

Sophomore
Peter Barnhart

ning realization

Aislinn Carson

Dancin’ In 
The Moonlight

far too familiar with it. 
Back in the 90s, Oregon 
changed its graduation 
requirements to include 
a Certificate of Initial 
Mastery  sophomore 
year. Students had to 
accumulate mounds of 
paperwork and spend 
hours in weekly meet-
ings with a faculty men-
tor, often doing nothing 
more than playing games 
like those played at Out-
door School. That was 
change. 
 A schedule change 
may not be over. The 
district has stated it’s 
going to reevaluate the 
effectiveness of our cur-
rent block schedule at the 
end of next year. Juniors 
and seniors, that doesn’t 
mean anything to you, 
but freshmen and sopho-
mores aren’t free from 
it. 
 We admit, state test 
scores at this school 
could be higher—should 
be higher—but there is 
no proof that the cur-
rent block schedule is 
the problem. If there is, 
where is it? 

The wolves will be howling in a 
bush, and innocent blood will be 
gushing.” 
 Also according to Vanga, 
there will be radioactive show-
ers in the Northern Hemisphere, 
causing all of the plants and 
animals to die off in 2011, leav-
ing people with skin cancer 
and skin related diseases as a 
result of chemical wars in 2014. 
Europe, states Vanga, will die off 
in 2016; China will become the 
new world power in 2023, and 
organs will be mass produced in 
2046. It’s terrifying to fathom. 
 It’s like the infamous ques-
tion, “If it were possible to know 
the date of your death, would 
you want to know?” 
 We could all base our lives 
around ancient predictions, and 
frighten ourselves into never 
leaving the safety of your our 
homes—or we could live our 
lives.  And if Vanga is right? 
Think of all of the days wasted 
laying on the couch with the 
clicker in our hands, all of those 
times never showing up for 
family get-togethers, leaving our 
friends hanging on plans made 
just to lay around the house. 
We’re all guilty of it: wasting 
time. 
 Time is all we’ve got. It is 
time to open our eyes and real-
ize living in the moment is the 
best we can do.



Relationships are not everythingPOINT

OSCAR DELGADO

staff reporter
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Spanking 
affective form
of punishment

COUNTER-POINT

DANIEL VU

staff reporter

Spanking 
is not the 
answer

“There are so many 

little things that we 

can do to make our 

world a better place, 

we all just have to 

take the time to no-

tice them.”

WHATWHAT

THINK?THINK?
do you

“No, it teaches 

them disci-

pline.”

-Senior

Victor Moreno

Emma Moss

And so it goes

• The fi rst food • The fi rst food 
eaten in space by a eaten in space by a 
U.S. astronaut was U.S. astronaut was 
applesauce.applesauce.

•One lemon tree will •One lemon tree will 
produce about 1,500 produce about 1,500 
lemons a year.lemons a year.

•Horseback riding •Horseback riding 
can improve your can improve your 
posture.posture.

•The average rain-•The average rain-
drop falls at seven drop falls at seven 
mph.mph.

•Colors like red, 
yellow, and orange 
make you hungry.

•No two lip impres-
sions are the same.

•Baboons were once 
trained by Egyptians 
to wait on tables.

•A housefl y hums in 
the key of F.

F a c t s  c o u r t e s y  S n a p p l e . c o m

“No, but 

there’s a thin 

line between 

abuse and 

discipline. ”

-Senior

Gabrielle 

Gassner

know?know?
You

diddid

Vick’s comeback impressive

LEILANNI ARAUJO

staff reporter                                   

Do you think 
parents spanking 
their children is 

wrong?

Think about changing the world

“Yes, because 

parents have 

an impact on 

their child’s 

life and they 

are their role 

models.”

-Senior

Sheri Boyd

SANDY THEEL

staff reporter

  

 As a child who 
grew up wi th 
spanking a norm 
in my household, 
the idea of spanking 
to me is a perfectly 

reasonable form of punishment, as 
long as the parents know how to limit 
themselves.

My mother would spank me if I did 
anything wrong, and I’d learn to not 
do it again. I see family members who 
choose not to spank, and their children 
are often extremely misbehaved and 
don’t take their parents seriously. Fam-
ily members who I know have been 
spanked are much more well behaved 
and respectful.

I’m not saying child abuse is right, 
just that spanking itself needs to be 
more enforced in American families. 
Grounding and taking a child’s posses-
sions away does not do a child much 
good; if anything it will probably make 
the child angry for long periods of time. 
Spanking a child causes discomfort 
for a little while and discipline for a 
long while.

As long as the parent knows what 
age to start and stop spanking, it can be 
a very useful form of punishment.

 D i sc ip l i n ing 
children is some-
thing many parents 
struggle with, al-
ways wondering 

what the soundest form of punishment 
should be.  Instilling good moral 
values and teaching them right from 
wrong is needed.  However, there 
are better ways than others to acquire 
this. 
 Consider the following: a child 
takes a cookie from the kitchen 
even though he was told not to.  The 
parents catch him and can do one of 
two reactions: they can either ground 
him from a pleasure or they can give 
him a spanking.  The best way to gain 
results is to ground, scold, talk to, and 
ultimately teach a child not to behave 
that way next time, not to hit them. 
 Take dog training. All the best 
trainers advise using a voice when 
training pets, and that hitting a dog on 
the rear does not provide results.  Why 
would this technique differ when train-
ing children? Children need to learn 
good language skills and to be taught 
how to communicate feelings, and the 
best way to provide that is to explain 
to them what not to do, and to punish 
them in ways that won’t physically 
hurt them.

Two weeks ago, Australian 
sport-playing high school students 
filled the hallways of David Doug-
las observing and asking questions 
about life here in the United States, 

particularly as a high school student in Portland. 
When speaking to them, one comment stuck with 
me: “David Douglas is like the book and movie 
“Twilight.” I personally don’t believe this ob-
servation to be completely true; however, I must 
admit I can understand why a foreign Australian 
student would say such a thing. 

In American movies and TV shows, like 
hit sitcom at the moment, GLEE, cliques and cer-
tain groups in society are always being focused 
on. In reality here at David Douglas, besides the 
cliques and groups which can sometimes set us 
apart as students, high school dating and relation-
ships are getting out of control to the point where 
students feel the need to be in a relationship for 
comfort and acceptance. It’s as though students 
sometimes are the sitcom and movie, consisting 
of nothing but heartbreak drama. If I reflect on 
all the movies I’ve seen, not one movie ceases 

to have a love story. The story of “Twilight,” 
written by Stephenie Meyer, is a wonderful love 
story with a high school scene. This can play a 
part in teenager’s minds, leaving them to feel as 
though they need to have a love as romantic and 
daring as Bella’s and Edward’s. What I’m saying 
might sound silly, but as growing human beings, 
our hormones are all over the place and we tend 
to get overwhelmed at times especially with all 
the stress focused on grades, popularity, and life 
after high school. On top of all student priorities, 
lately I feel like relationships play the biggest 
part in student’s lives, as if the goal is to have a 
movie-like relationship.

I want to remind students we are young 
and there’s more to life than break-ups, kissing, 
saying the right words to a crush, and buying a 
boyfriend/girlfriend a holiday gift. There’s no 
guarantee a student will be with their boyfriend 
or girlfriend for the rest of their lives, although it 
may feel like it at the moment especially with all 
the American movies and TV shows being made. 
With this column, I don’t want to come off as an 
unhappy relationship-hating girl, but I’d rather just 
open eyes of students who put relationships and 
unrealistic hopes of love at the top of a personal 
priority list at such an early age. 
 

     Everybody loves a comeback. 
Everybody loves a winner. A prime 
modern example is Michael Vick. No, 
not 2007 Vick, who was arrested and 
convicted of participating in an inter-

state elicit dog-fi ghting ring. 2007 Vick was an example 
of a good man straying from his path. Making mistakes 
is part of human nature. The judgment of human acts 
befalls to no one since an individual can’t go “if I was 
in Vick’s position...” I am not going to waste the read-
ers time by trying to say that Vick was just doing what 
he was raised to do. That’s over and done with. What 
I want to focus on is the comeback factor and how he 
is pulling his life together with Hall-of-Fame nights, 
one interception in 239 attempted pass and leading the 
Philadelphia Eagles to the playoffs. 
 Michael Vick was broke, on house arrest, and on 
top of that couldn’t come near his childhood friends 
while he was regaining his career back on track. The 
team that he had sweated and played for abandoned 
him on his downfall. Vick went from untouchable to 

the lowest part of society within days. 
 Yet from the 21 months incarcerated, the chapter 11 
bankruptcy, the meetings with mentor Tony Dungy, the 
fi rst African-American coach to win the Super Bowl, to 
the 2 months of house arrest, Michael Vick has taken his 
special opportunity with body and soul. He easily could 
have fallen to his old ways and mistakes but he did the 
hardest thing there was to do. He completely reinvented 
himself.
 Not every released convict has this golden oppor-
tunity. Life after jail is not easy and only those with a 
strong will can successfully stay free. Not many employ-
ers will hire convicts and those that do are not the jobs 
that can sustain a person much less a family. Michael 
Vick knows that, and like a true American, he has shown 
the people that even after your darkest hour, even after 
you fell rock bottom the next thing to do is get back to 
the top. With the countries current situation, with many 
people resorting to crime to feed themselves, seeing Vick 
having success after going falling down is encouraging. 
It gives hope to the “at risk youth”. This situation is a 
perfect example of someone committing a crime and 
getting back on their feet. The hardest comebacks are 
not on the gridiron, they are in real life.

 In this day and age, it is very 
easy to take things for granted. I 
fi nd myself taking long showers, 
accidentally leaving lights on in my 
house, and even sometimes com-
plaining that there isn’t any food in 
the house. While I know that I am 
a very lucky person, sometimes 
it’s hard to remember to not com-
plain about trivial things. There 
are people all over the world who 
never have clean water to drink, let 
alone enough to shower in, people 
who can barely afford to feed their 
children, who wouldn’t dare be picky 
about what was on the table. People 
who would consider electricity to 
be one of the highest luxuries they 
could have.
  I know people hear this all the 
time, and most think to themselves 
that it really doesn’t do any good 
to hear about it all the time, but I 
think that it does. Being constantly 
reminded about something makes 
sure that it will never, ever go away. 
The only way to make a step for-
ward is to recognize that there is 
something wrong, and that we need 
to change it.
  We don’t really think about 

it this way, but our generation is the 
future. The things that we do right now 
will affect billions of people forever. It’s 
not good enough anymore to just say 
that it’s not our problem, or, “I don’t re-
ally care about that, I’ll be dead by the 
time that happens!” That’s not the right 
attitude to have at all. What about your 
children? Or your children’s children? 
They are counting on you to try and 
make things better.
  I’m not sitting here telling you to 
travel to foreign countries and dedicate 
your life to volunteering if that’s not 
what you want to do. Just start out with 
some simple things, like buying local 
food or items that have been identifi ed 
as fair-trade, not just made in China. 
Fair-trade items are bought from peo-
ple in developing countries and then 
sold for the exact price that they were 
purchased, which helps them profi t a 
lot more than if they were just ripped off 
by greedy people who wanted to make 
more money. Volunteer at a non-profi t 
organization; donate to a charity; adopt 
a stray pet from the Humane Society.  
 There are so many little things that 
we can do to make our world a better 
place. We all just have to take the time 
to notice them.
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H O L I D A Y  F I L M SH O L I D A Y
“‘Elf’ is my favorite holi-
day movie because it’s 
funny and gets me ex-
cited for the holidays!”
   MEGAN BIER

      SOPHOMORE

1. It’s a Wonderful Life

2. A Charlie Brown Christmas

3. A Christmas Carol

4. How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966)

5. Elf

6. Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer 

7. Frosty the Snowman

8. Home Alone

9. Scrooged

10. Miracle on 34th Street
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H O L I D A Y  F I L M SY  F I L M S
“‘Rudolph’ is my favorite 
holiday movie because 
it’s super cute and I love 
watching it with my fam-
ily.”

JAMIE BOSTAIN
SOPHOMORE

“‘National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation’ 
is my favorite holiday 
movie because it’s hi-
larious and there are car 
crashes.”

EDWIN GARCIA
JUNIOR

“‘Frosty The Snowman’ 
because when I was 
a little kid, it was my 
favorite holiday movie.”

ALEX PENNER
JUNIOR

 The American Film Institute (AFI) 
has chosen the top six holiday movies, 
perfect for watching while snuggled up 
with hot cocoa by the fireplace.
 When the 1946 film “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” first came out, it was hardly 
popular, but now it’s become a timeless 
masterpiece. James Stewart portrays 
George Bailey, a man who saved a couple 
of lives in his lifetime but never 
knew his own life’s worth. When 
he wishes he were never born, his 
wish is granted. A guardian angel 
shows him how much worse the 
world could have been without him. 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” also placed 
on numerous other AFI lists, such 
as Top Inspirational Movies. 

  “Miracle on 34th Street” is another 
holiday classic. While working in 

Macy’s department store after 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 

Parade, a Santa Claus had too 
much to drink and ends up 

losing his job. The actual 
Kris Kringle, wonderfully 

played by Edmund 
Gwenn, replaces the 

outgoing Santa 
and soon 

encounters an unbelieving child. To prove 
his existence, Kringle goes on trial. This 
1947 classic, directed by George Seaton, 
won several Academy Awards.
 “Home Alone” is third on AFI’s list. 
When Kevin McCalister, played by 
Macaulay Culkin, is unintentionally left 
at home while the rest of the McCalisters 
go to Paris for Christmas vacation. 
McCalister has to find clever ways to 
defend his house from two bungling 

burglars, hilariously played by Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern. He uses various 
creative homemade booby traps to try to 
catch the criminals. This movie, made in 
1990, spawned three more “Home Alone” 
movies, two of which were also about 
McCalister’s experiences.
 “Elf,” a 2003 holiday comedy about 
a six-foot elf named Buddy, played by 
Will Ferrell, who was raised by elves, 
is next in line. Buddy realizes that he’s 
nothing like the elves who’ve raised him, 
so he travels to New York City in search 
of his biological father, played by James 
Caan. He is disappointed to find out 

that his biological father is on Santa’s 
“naughty list.” Buddy’s adventure through 
the Big Apple, filled with hilarious yet 
heartwarming moments as he tries to 
adjust to the real world, are what put this 
movie fourth on AFI’s list.
 Fifth on the list is “The Santa Clause,” 
in which Tim Allen portrays a man who 
runs outside on Christmas eve to find 
Santa Clause has fallen off his roof and 
is knocked out. After Santa disappears, 

Allen puts on the furry red 
outfit, but little does he 
know that once in the suit he 
gradually begins to turn into 
Santa and must abide by all 
the rules that come with the 
job. This 1994 film is the first 
in a trilogy of less charming 
sequels.
  “Scrooged,” the sixth and 

final movie on the list, is a 1988 version 
of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” 
Bill Murray, at the peak of his career, 
plays Frank Cross, a cold-hearted, 
wealthy television programmer who 
acquired his riches through his selfish 
cruelty. He overworks his assistant, 
played by Karen Allen, robbing her from 
time with her family, and fires a staff 
member on Christmas Eve for criticizing 
a commercial. Cross is visited by the 
ghosts of Christmases past, present, 
and future who each show him what his 
life was like, is like, and will be like if he 
continues living his life the way he has. 

MELISSA BARNES

staff reporter

When the 1946 fi lm “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” fi rst came out, it 
was hardly popular, but now it’s 
become a timeless masterpiece.

AFI picks top six classic holiday fi lms



Boys’ basketball shuts down West Linn
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Girls dominate Raiders in nearly all events
Junior post Jeremiah Harris goes up strong against his West Linn defender for two 
points. The Scots’ led the entire game, fi nishing with a 92-78 victory. Photo by Ashely Lad-

Three soccer 
players earn 
all-conference 
awards

TANIA AYERS

staff reporter

RACHEL SHELLEY

sports editor

17th Annual Night with the Scots successful

ley

Highlander

ut

ime

Sophomore Shelby Thomas works on her backstroke during practice. The team 
swept Reynolds in nearly every event and looks forward to its next meet on Jan. 13  
against Centennial at the David Douglas Aquatic Center.         Photo by Emma Moss

HARRIS

ATHLETES 

OF THE

MONTH

SOPHIA 

STUART

WATER POLO

DYLAN 

SAUDERS

FOOTBALL

FRAZIER

  Dancing, dunking, and three-
point shooting excited the crowd 
at the 17th annual Night with the 
Scots, held in the north gym on 
Nov. 23. 
 While parents and  fans lined 
up at the door, the fi rst 100 in line 
received Night with the Scots tee 
shirts. 
 The boys’ varsity team started 
the night with their fi rst scrimmage. 
Thee boys scrimmaged for seven 
minutes in front of a pumped up 
Douglas crowd.
 “It was a real memorable 
moment,” said senior shooting 
guard Runako Belt. “Being on the 
court felt so good. We all felt the 
love and support from the crowd 
cause we know that they are going 
to be cheering us on this season.”
 After the boys’ scrimmage, 
the girls’ varsity team took the 

court and scrimmaged for seven 
minutes. After the game there 
was a skit performed by the boys’ 
team. They danced to “Teach Me 
How to Dougie,” by Cali Swag 
District. 
 The girls’ team then performed 
their skit, a choreographed 
cheer and dance routine under 
the direction of two varsity 
cheerleaders, seniors Alex Alpert 
and Kim Nguyen.
 The Blazers’ stunt team 
performed, which included 
two females and two men who 
impressively fl ung the ladies in the 
air to the applause of the crowd.
 Fitness and Fun teacher Tim 
Hurley led his Little Dribblers 
in ball handling skills, and the 
Tams and cheerleaders performed 
routines as well.
 Finally, fi ve members of the 
2001 basketball team, that went to 
State, were introduced with then 
head coach Stan Woodfi ll. 

 The girls’ swim team posted a 
108-61 victory at the Dec. 9 meet.
 The fi rst event was the 200 medley 
relay. Reynolds came in fi rst and the 
Scots second, 2:02.10, with sophomore 
Emma Nissen, junior Emma Redwine-
Hixon, sophomore Megan Bier, and 
junior Nhat Nguyen. The Scots also took 
third place, 2:05.49 with sophomore 
Shelby Thomas, sophomore Alyssa 
Nguyen, junior Raiko Kaneshige, and 
junior Ally Olson. In the 200 freestyle, 
junior Nikki Overton took fi rst, 2:05.97. 
Reynolds placed second, and third was 
sophomore Alice Ochs, 2:09.43. In the 
200 IM, Reynolds came in fi rst, Nissen 
came in second, 2:29.72, and Bier third, 
2:32.53. In the 50 free, Douglas took 
the fi rst three places: Nhat Nguyen, 
27.04, second to Olson, 27.79, and 
third to sophomore Janessa Dyk, 30.21. 
Kaneshige came in fi rst in the 100 fl y, 
1:07.50, and junior Cassie Humphrey 
second, 1:12.57. Sophomore Erin 

Forsyth took third, 
1:20.07. The Raiders 
took fi rst in the 100 
free and Overton 
took second, 55.96. 
Third went to 
Redwine-Hixon, 
1:00.19. In the 
500 free Reynolds 

took fi rst, Olson second, 5:25.64, and 
Ochs third, 5:49.83.  In the 200 free 
relay, Reynolds took fi rst, second 
was Redwine-Hixon, Nhat Nguyen, 
Ochs, and Overton, 1:47.26. In third 
was Alyssa Nguyen, Dyk, sophomore 
Arielle Stuart, and Humphrey, 
1:58.87. Thomas placed fi rst, 1:07.55, 
Humphrey second, 1:12.51, and Nissen 
third in the 100 backstroke, 1:18.17. 
In the 100 breaststroke, fi rst went to 
Redwine-Hixon, 1:16.38, second to 
Alyssa Nguyen, 1:18.24, and third to 
Bier, 1:20.98. Reynolds took fi rst in the 
400 free relay, in second came Olson, 
Nhat Nguyen, Kaneshige, and Nissen, 
3:56.88, and in third was Ochs, Bier, 
Overton, and Thomas, 4:07.02.

  
 T h r e e 
DDHS soc-
cer play-
ers were 
a w a r d e d 
All-Confer-
ence awards 
after a fi fth 
place fi nish 
in the con-
ference.
 T w o 
players re-
ceived First 
Team All-
Conference 
a w a r d s , 
f r e s h m a n 
O c t a v i o 
Hermosillo, 
and junior 
Eric Urzua. 
 H e r -
mosillo was 
the only 
f r e s h m a n 
to make the 
First-Team 
list, while Urzua, was award-
ed First-Team for mid-fi elder. 
Senior Omar Gonzalez was 
awarded Mount Hood Con-
ference Goalkeeper of the 
Year, the fi rst DDHS goal-
keeper to ever receive this 
honor. 

HERMOSILLO

URZUA

GONZALEZ

From left, juniors Jeremiah Harris and Marcell Frazier and senior Runako 
Belt dance to “Teach Me How to Dougie” during the boys’ performance at 
Night with the Scots.            Photo by Tania Ayers

NOVEMBER

OVERTON

 Relentless offense and a 
multitude of scoreless West 
Linn possessions gave the boys’ 
basketball team a dominating 92-78 
victory over the West Linn Lions at 
home on Dec. 14.
 The Scots started off strong in 
the fi rst taking the lead quickly and 
holding on, which started with a 
two pointer by junior post Jeremiah 
Harris.  The fi rst ended with a buzzer 
beating three by junior guard Robby 
Guy, pushing the lead to 26-12.  
 Continuing to shut the Lion 
offense down, senior guard Richard 
Seamster made six of his 19 points 
in the second with help from junior 
post Marcell Frazier, chipping in 
nine of his own 19 points. 
 A slow third quarter gave the 
Scots 19 points and defense allowed 
35 points to be scored by West Linn, 
shortening the lead to ten and ending 
the third 75-65.

 The Scots took 
back control of the 
offense in the fourth 
quarter limiting 
the Lions to 13 
points and forcing 
turnovers while 
scoring 17 points 
to fi nish the game 
92-78.
 Harris led the 
offense in scoring 
with 30 points and 
16 rebounds. 
 “It was probably 
the best game 
we’ve seen [Harris] 
play” said assistant 

coach Brian Hills.
 “We know we’ve got the talent 
to do well and win games,” said 
Hills. “We’re working on playing 
for 32 straight minutes instead of 
20.”
 The boys are looking forward 
to their Redmond tournament in 
mid- December.



Three wrestlers place at tourney
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Boys’ swim team splashes away Raiders

DAISY QUINONEZ

news editor

HARLEY JESSEN

news editor

at a
MHCMHC
GLANCEGLANCEJunior Alex Tang practices his breaststroke. Practicing paid off for the Scots against Reyn-

olds on Dec. 9 at home where the boys fi nished the meet 123-47.                Photo by Emma Moss

The girls’ basketball team returns their starting fi ve as seniors. From left, seniors Stacy 
Saechao, Emily Applegate, Rachel Shelley, Amanda Raethke, and Rain Eells. The Scots’ 
next game is 7:00 p.m. tonight , at home against North Salem.                  Photo by Ashely Ladley

B. BASKETBALL                5-1

G. BASKETBALL                2-3

B. SWIMMING                     2-0

G. SWIMMING    2-0

WRESTLING     0-1

B. BASKETBALL: G. BASKETBALL:

1.DDHS 1.RHS

2.CCHS 2.SMA

3.BHS 3.DDHS

4.RHS 4.BHS

5.CHS 5.CCHS

B. SWIMMING  G. SWIMMING

1.BHS 1.DDHS

2.DDHS 2.SMA

3.CHS 3.RHS

4.GHS 4.BHS

5.CCHS 5.GHS

WRESTLING  

N/A

No in-conference duels.

Girls’ basketball falls short in end to Milwaukie

RECORDSRECORDS

JOSH GROVES

BASKETBALL

SIENNA POWERS

BASKETBALL

PLAYERSPLAYERS
OF THEOF THE
MONTHMONTH

JAMIE NICHOLS

opinions editor

What’s 
Over 
With

Dennise Garcia

“ ...but when the 

Celtics lose to 

the Lakers in the 

fi nals this Spring, 

Shaq should be 

announcing his 

retirement soon 

after.”

Shaq has overstayed welcome, must go

EELLS

THOMAS

JVJV  

 Remember Shaq?  You know, 
Shaquille O’Neal, the once great cen-
ter who made a name for himself in the 
NBA by winning four championships 
and breaking backboards. You know, 
Superman.
 Starting his career in 1992 with 
the Magic, Shaq is now 38 and playing 
in his 18th season in the NBA.  Cur-
rently he’s with the Celtics, but he’s 
also played for the Lakers, the Heat, 
the Suns and the Cavs. 
 Does anyone else find it ex-
tremely interesting that every team 
Shaq has moved to was in the running 
for a championship because of their 
star player?   Being a Laker fan, I had 
love for Shaq.  He helped us three-peat 
and was always fun to watch.  But yes, 
I liked Shaq..Until, being his outspoken 
self, he said Kobe won those cham-
pionships because of him...and then 
came that infamous rap.
 When Shaq went to the Heat after 
winning three championships with the 
Lakers and won a ring there, Kobe hat-
ers everywhere were saying that Kobe 
needed Shaq.  Really, Shaq needed 

PRE-SEASON

another all-star.  The Kobe-Shaq fued 
was fueled by this.
 Shaq needs to get out of the 
NBA already. His career for the past 
few years now has consisted of him 
going to different teams, following All-
stars and looking for one last ring.  He 
went to the Suns for Nash, the Cavs 
for LeBron and now he’s with last 
years’ Eastern conference champi-
ons.  Why the Celtics took him for this 
season is a mystery to me.  Maybe 
they wanted to add yet another old 
man to their already seasoned team, 
or maybe they just thought it was a 
good bargain.
 There is no denying that Shaq 
was an assett to every team he’s 
been with, but he’s gotta go.  He has 
one last good shot at getting his fi fth 
ring, but when the Celtics lose to the 
Lakers in the fi nals this Spring, Shaq 
should be announcing his retirement 
soon after.  It was nice watching him 
play and witnessing his crazy antics, 
but his welcome is overstayed, 
maybe he can go pursue his acting 
and rapping careers.

The lack of Raiders helped the 
boys’ swim team defeated Reynolds in 
the second meet of the season with a 
score of 123-47 on Dec. 9.
 In the boys’ fi rst event, the 200 
medley relay, juniors Mason Barrow 
and  Grant Plumb, and freshmen Lucky 
Le and Samuel Redwine-Hixson placed 
fi rst at 1:50.76. Senior Troy Thomas 
placed fi rst in the 200 free with a time 
of 2:05.25.

In the 50 free, senior Gabe Vidal 
came in  close second, only 00:1.03 
seconds behind a Raider with a time 
of 00:24.69; followed by Barrow at 
00:25.17. Vidal came in first in the 
100 Butterfl y at 1:00.25 with Thomas 
closely behind at 1:05.19. Le placed fi rst 
in the 100 free with 00:51.59. Redwine-
Hixson won the 500 free, while the 200 

free relay was taken 
over by Le, Vidal, 
Barrow, and junior 
Edwin  Garcia with 
a time of 1:38.40. 
Barrow placed fi rst 
in the 100 back-
stroke with 1:01.79 
followed by Red-

wine-Hixson (1:05.36) and freshman 
Raymond Miller (1:11.82), as the 100 
breaststroke was won by Plumb at 
1:13.55 followed by freshmen Phil-
lip L’Esperance (1:23.79) and Kylan 
Carlson (1:30.13).

In the last event, the 400 free re-
lay, Douglas took fi rst and second with 
the teams of  Junior Cameron May, 
Vidal, Redwine-Hixson and Thomas, 
with a time of 3:44.52, and Miller, 
freshman Jonathon Merkley, Junior 
Alexander Tang, and L’Esperance 
came in second with a 4:07.12.

Happy holidays! 
Be careful of any ice 

and make smart 
choices. We can’t wait 

to see you next year. 

-Highlander Staff

The inability to produce key de-The inability to produce key de-
fensive stops late in the game equaled fensive stops late in the game equaled 
a 59-51 away loss for the girls’ a 59-51 away loss for the girls’ 
basketball team to the Milwaukie basketball team to the Milwaukie 
Mustangs on Dec. 10.Mustangs on Dec. 10.
 “I think we are playing better  “I think we are playing better 
offensively,” said head coach Bill offensively,” said head coach Bill 
Blevins. “We just need to work better Blevins. “We just need to work better 
at getting defensive stops.”at getting defensive stops.”
 Milwaukie won the tip off. Se- Milwaukie won the tip off. Se-
nior guard Rain Eels made the fi rst nior guard Rain Eels made the fi rst 
points for the Scots, having a total of points for the Scots, having a total of 
four three-point shots within the fi rst four three-point shots within the fi rst 
period. Senior guard Rachel Shelley period. Senior guard Rachel Shelley 
made a four-point play ending the made a four-point play ending the 
first period with Douglas trailing first period with Douglas trailing 
behind by one point, 15-16.behind by one point, 15-16.

In the second period, senior In the second period, senior 
guard Amanda Raethke made two guard Amanda Raethke made two 
three-pointers helping Douglas tie three-pointers helping Douglas tie 
the lead at halftime, 27-27.the lead at halftime, 27-27.

The third period started strong The third period started strong 
for both teams and there were sev-for both teams and there were sev-

eral lead changes, eral lead changes, 
and the score re-and the score re-
mained close, 41-mained close, 41-
40, going into the 40, going into the 
fourth.fourth.

In the fourth, In the fourth, 
Douglas’ defen-Douglas’ defen-
sive and offen-sive and offen-
sive line fell apart. sive line fell apart. 

Scots made rushing shots and were Scots made rushing shots and were 
not scoring out of the offense. Doug-not scoring out of the offense. Doug-
las sent Milwaukie to the line because las sent Milwaukie to the line because 
defensive wasn’t in control, resulting defensive wasn’t in control, resulting 
in many free throws .  Eells was top in many free throws .  Eells was top 
scorer of the game with a total of 19 scorer of the game with a total of 19 
points. Senior post Emily Applegate points. Senior post Emily Applegate 
made nine rebounds.made nine rebounds.
 “I think we are good enough to  “I think we are good enough to 
fi ght for fourth place in the Mt. Hood fi ght for fourth place in the Mt. Hood 
Conference, if we play our best,” said Conference, if we play our best,” said 
assistant coach Mike Costello. “We assistant coach Mike Costello. “We 
have a lot of seniors back, so they have a lot of seniors back, so they 
need to step it up and play like it. need to step it up and play like it. 
We have always been a hard work-We have always been a hard work-
ing team, if we continue to give that ing team, if we continue to give that 
effort we will be fi ne.”effort we will be fi ne.”

 The Scots’ wrestling team par-
ticipated in the Coast Classic tourna-
ment at North Bend High School on 
Dec. 10 and 11.
 Three Scots’ wrestlers placed 
at the tournament. Both 112 pound 
sophomore Jeremiah Baker and 215 
pound senior Erick Reyes placed 
fourth in their weight brackets. 119 
pound sophomore Gabe Peak also 
placed fourth in his weight bracket 
which included four state placers. 
 “This is one of the most com-
petitive tournaments,” said head 
wrestling coach Ron Holyoak.
 35 schools participated in the 
tournament including 6A schools, 5A 
schools, and schools from Washing-

ton. 
 The Scots’ wres-
tling team has 
been off  to a 
rough start due to 
several injuries. 
Varsity wrestler 
189 pound senior 
Shayne Shupp 

and 145 pound senior Jorge Olazaba 
have started the season with injuries. 
125 pound freshmen Ricky Molinari 
is also injured. Some wrestlers have 
also become sick and have had to 
miss meets. Holyoak expects to have 
the full varsity line up healthy and 
able to wrestle by February. 
 The Scots’ faced West Linn last 
Wednesday and will participate in a 
tournament tomorrow at Canby High 
School. 

BAKER

~
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Juniors Kevin Hurley, David Meyer, Nathan Tew and Katie Anderson accept an Australian fl ag as a 
gift from Australian high school students visiting David Douglas.      Photo by Ashely Ladely
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Earth Club helps chimpanzees 

g 

Members of the Earth Club spend after school time making Cheerio necklaces.   Photo courtesy of Earth Club
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news editor

Winter Formal on 
the horizon

 Winter Formal will take place Sat-
urday Jan. 29, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. in the 
north gym. The theme will be announced 
at today’s assembly. The “No Freaking” 
policy will continue to be enforced, in-
cluding the use of bracelets. Students 
who bring guests must be cleared with 
DDHS and the guest’s school. Tickets 
will go on sale Jan. 10.

~

JESSICA RIVERA and HARLEY JESSEN

staff reporter and news editor

INNA VAVILINA

staff reporter

Special Ed benefits from Italian sodas

District thefts reported

Australian students visit Douglas

 

 

 

by participating zoos and the Jane Goodall In-
stitute. Besides taking behavioral data, the Earth 
Club is also partnering up with Chimps Inc. to 
supply them with homemade enrichment toys. 
The Cheerio and dried fruit necklaces were sent 
to Chimps Inc, a sanctuary in Bend Oregon.

“The chimps love [Cheerios]!” said biology 
and General Science teacher Eric Matthews.

David Douglas High School is the only 
secondary school worldwide sponsored by the 
Jane Goodall Institute. 

           

Australian exchange students started 
their U.S. basketball tour on Nov. 23 in 
Los Angeles, then played the David Doug-
las freshmen girls’ and boys’ teams, and 
the boys’ JV team.    
    Fitness and Fun teacher Tim Hurley and 
Australian coach John Wood exchanged 
places in 2001. Hurley taught in Australia 
and Wood at David Douglas.   
     Wood returned with 23 Australia ex-
change students to play David Douglas. 
After leaving Portland, the students will 
travel to Estacada and Centralia, Washington.                                                                                    
The Australian students stayed with teachers, 
students from Douglas, and some alumni. 
The Australian students went to classes with 
their hosts on Dec. 3 to experience life as an 

American high school student.                                   
      “This school is much different, bigger, 
has more people, and is much colder, but the 
people are very friendly,” said Australian 
exchange student Wade Denham.              
    The exchange students are out of school 
now on their summer vacation. While in the 
U.S, the exchange students spent two days 
in Disneyland, went to a Blazers’ game, an 
ice hockey game, inner-tubed in the snow, 
visited Portland and Seattle, shopped in the 
employee store at the World Headquarters of 
Nike, and spent a day at Universal Studios 
before returning home.             
  “This was an awesome start to our trip,” 
said Wood. “We are having a fantastic 
time and a great experience. Winning the 
basketball game is a bonus. We just love 
being here. Thanks to David Douglas High 
School for making us feel welcome.” 

 Portland Police has announced that theft is 
once again up in the district, and not only theft 
from parked cars but theft from classrooms.
 Crimes are categorized in two ways: person 
crimes and property crimes. Property crimes in-
volve the destruction or removal of property and 
contain such crimes as vandalism, theft, arson, 
and burglary. People crimes, on the other hand, 
involve the victimization of another human, such 
as assault, rape, and homicide.
 The most common property crime is car 
break-ins, because items such as expensive GPS 

modules and detachable stereos can easily be 
removed. Car break-ins happen in seconds. In 
fact, the most common theft is the “smash and 
grab.” Security reminds all students to keep 
any valuables out of site, or better yet locked 
in the trunk.
 “Don’t leave anything in your car,” said 
Portland Police Offi cer Del Stroh.
 Thefts from classrooms has also been 
reported. Purses, keys, phones, and iPods have 
been reported missing, as have laptop comput-
ers. Students and staff are asked to report any 
suspicious visitors on campus, as many thieves 
will pose as parents or relatives to come on 
campus and gain access to classrooms. 

 Work Experience, a junior/senior class offer-
ing learning experience for the future job market, 
is selling Italian Sodas in the south cafeteria ev-
ery Friday A-Day to fundraise and gain market 
skills.

 Work Experience focuses on developing 
vocational skills and teaches students to acquire 
and hold a job. The Italian Soda stand is run by 
students, who also purchase all items used. They 
make and deliver the sodas on their own while 
Work Experience teacher Amy Straw helps fa-
cilitate sales.

 The fundraiser was originally started by a 
PACE II class to help students become famil-
iar with a workplace environment. All sales 
are  used to help the entire class; this includes 
rewards, group outings, and an end-of-the year 
senior banquet.

 “I got started in this class when I fi rst started 
here fi ve years ago and the class was already 
established,” said Straw.  “The students really 
enjoy it because they get to go off campus for 
second and third period and work in the com-
munity. I really enjoy going to see them at their 
jobs working. It is great to see them succeed.  
One student just got a part-time position at 
Dominoes because she did such a good job 
while volunteering there.”

 The block schedule is remaining for several 
reasons.  One is that it allows students more in-class 
help from teachers.
 “There are positives and negatives for all 
schedules,” said superintendent Don Grotting. “The 
hard part is fi nding out which one will be the most 
benefi cial to students.” 
 A block schedule became nationally popular 
18 years ago. Recently, schools have gone back to 
the traditional seven-period schedule. Allowing 
students to see four teachers one day and another 
four teachers the next restricts an everyday relation-
ship. Also, if students are absent in a block schedule, 
they miss a larger percentage of material.
 There will be confi rmed changes next year, 
including intervention classes and a Freshman 
Academy.  These classes will help struggling stu-
dents who are not meeting core class expectations. 
Freshman Academy will help freshmen succeed by 
having three teachers from core subjects share the 
same group of students. Students and teachers are 
allowed a stronger connection, which increases the 
student’s chances for academic success.
 “Freshman Academy will ensure that fresh-
men start out on the right foot when coming from 
a small middle school to a large, intimidating high 
school like David Douglas,” said Grotting.

Christmas 
will be over 
before you 

know it. What 
do you do 

with the tree?
Recycle it, of 

course!
Dads’s Club 

Annual 
Christmas 

tree 
recycling 

will take be 
Jan. 1st, 2nd, 

8th,& 9th

Cost: $5.00

Drop off 
trees in the 

south 
building
parking 

lot or 
leave 

in front 
of your 
house.

Cheerio necklaces made by the Earth Club 
are being donated to an international research 
program dedicated to the study of chimpanzees 
in zoos and other captive settings called the 
ChimpanZoo.

Approximately 200 chimpanzees are in-
volved in ChimpanZoo, making it the largest ape 
research program.  The chimpanzees are trained 

Stack your memories!Stack your memories!
$48.00 to the book keeper $48.00 to the book keeper 

by May 18thby May 18th
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