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Dyk,  Burfi tt 
garner 
Light Awards

Baker, Dyk
Senior Athletes 
of the Year 

Cook, Westmoreland 
earn Service Awards

Kornivskyy, Mohammed 
earn American Legion Medals

  Seniors Katie Dyk and Alex 
Burfi tt are the 2011 recipients 
of the Floyd Light Award for 
outstanding achievement in 
academics, activities and service, 
and athletics.
  For seniors to be eligible 
for the Light Award, they must 
rank in the upper 10 percent 
of their class and demonstrate 
a high level of participation in 
extracurricular organizations and 
activities, intramural or inter-
scholastic athletics, and school 
service clubs or student govern-
ment. The award criteria also 
stipulates that the recipients must 
demonstrate responsible leader-
ship and serve as role models for 
other students. 
  Dyk, a 3.94 senior and mem-
ber of National Honor Society, 
took several advanced place-
ment classes while leading as 
cocaptain of both her volleyball 
and track and fi eld teams. Dyk 
made varsity on each team she 
joined beginning her freshman 
year, and placed in two events as 
a sophomore at the OSAA Track 
and Field Championships. The 
following year, her junior year, 
she was awarded Outstanding 
Female Track Athlete. 
  "Vince Lombardi once said, 
'Individual commitment to a 
group effort: that is what makes 
a team work,'" said head track 
and fi eld coach Cameron Cross. 

"Most people don't see our sport, 
track and fi eld, as a 'team' sport. 
Katie does. She is a very coach-
able athlete who trusts and be-
lieves in her coaches and her 
teammates. She understands the 
impact of responsibility."
  Dyk also accumulated hun-
dreds of volunteer hours at her 
church and for the American Red 
Cross. She has earned her CNA, 
Certified Nurse Assistant, and 
plans to pursue a career in nurs-
ing.
  Burfi tt, a 3.87 senior, also 
took several advanced classes 
and participated in football and 
wrestling, but really made his 
mark in the music department, 
participating in all aspects of the 
band program. He was League 
Champion on clarinet in tenth 
grade and also placed third on 
clarinet in the district solo con-
test. He placed second in league 
on bass clarinet his senior year, 
and placed second in the district  
solo contest on bass clarinet. He 
was district champion on clari-
net and bass clarinet his junior 
year, and league and district 
champion on clarinet his senior 
year. Burfi tt was the OSAA State 
Solo Contest Champion on bass 
clarinet his junior year, and was 
a member of the All Northwest 
Symphony Orchestra his sopho-
more year. He was a member 
of the All State Band his junior 
year, and All State Symphony 
Orchestra and All Northwest 
Band member his senior year. He 
was the clarinet section leader of 
the auditioned Wind Ensemble 
and the saxophone section leader 
and student conductor of the Jazz 
Band. Burfi tt also played for the 
basketball pep band, the fall and 
spring marching bands, sym-
phony orchestra, and in the pit for 
the fall musicals. He even served 
as head drum major and student 
conductor his senior year.
  "Alex's musical achieve-
ments come as a result of tireless 
practice, private study, actively 
listening to live and recorded 
performances of himself and oth-
ers, as well as his ability to focus 
during rehearsals to correct his 
mistakes and help with solving 
the mistakes of musicians around 
him," said DDHS Director of 
Bands Jennifer Brooks-Muller.  
"I have tremendous respect for 
Alex and the person he is becom-
ing. His intelligence, musical 
ability, and disarming wit make 
Alex someone others look up to. 
Alex is a natural leader. His peers 
look up to him."

  Seniors Carson Cook and Kath-
erine Westmoreland are the recipients 
of the 2011 David Douglas High School 
Service Award for citizenship, leader-
ship, and outstanding service.
  The Service Award is presented to 
one or two graduating seniors who ex-
emplify the standards of good citizenship 
and who have contributed outstanding 
service to the school and community. To 
qualify for the award, seniors must have 
attended David Douglas for at least one 
full school year and have a cumulative 
GPA of 2.0 at the seventh semester.
  Cook, a 3.84 senior, was active in 
theatre, choir, and orchestra. He spent 
countless hours mentoring his under-
classmen in theatre, and was a two-year 

member of the Thespian Board. He 
was also chosen to return to the Or-
egon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland 
as a student leader this summer. He 
received the top score in the League 
Acting Competition his senior year, 
and was a corecipient of the Gradu-
ating Senior Award for the English 
Department. He was also a member 
of Troubadours and Concert Choir.
  Westmoreland, a 3.75 senior, 
was the Student Council Student 
Body President. 
  "Because Katherine is a natural 
leader, she has been able to positively 
infl uence younger children and many 
of her peers," said superintendent 
Don Grotting. 

  American Legion Post 165 rec-
ognized seniors Paul Kornivskyy and 
Metra Mohammed with the 2011 
American Legion Medals for courage, 
honor, leadership, patriotism, scholarship, 
and service.
  Kornivskyy, a 3.43 senior, won 
a First Place Award for School Perfor-
mance two consecutive years, 2009-10, 
at the Russian Youth Conference. He 
also earned a Certifi cate of Participation 
at the Rose Quarter Job Shadow in 2010, 
a Great Attendance Diploma in Russian 
Literacy Class in 2008, and a Diploma 
of Active Participation in School Sports 
Life in 2006. Kornivskyy, who is fl uent 
Ukrainian, Russian, English, and is learn-
ing Spanish, volunteers as a fi tness room 
attendant at East Portland Community 
Center. 
  "I can still remember the fi rst time 
I met Paul," said principal John Bier. "I 
walked up to a group of young men in 
the cafeteria to introduce myself, and out 
of the group came Paul, smiling, hand 
extended. I remember being struck by 

how truly genuine this young man was. 
We have had many more discussions and 
I continue to be impressed by what a good 
person he is."
  Mohammed, a 3.8 Honor Roll stu-
dent, is the recipient of a diversity scholar-
ship and was singled out by National Cen-
ter for Women & IT CEO Lucinda Sanders 
as a stand-out participant in the 2010-11 
NCWIT Award for Aspirations in Comput-
ing. Mohammed was a Midland Library 
Teen Counselor where she participated in 
Youth Leadership, a program dedicated to 
improving area neighborhoods. She was 
also a Free Geek Portland volunteer where 
she learned and built software and tested 
and repaired aging computers. Moham-
med is fl uent in several languages, and has 
interpreted Farsi-Russian, Farsi-Uzbek, 
Uzbek-Russian, English-Farsi, Russian-
English, and Uzbek-English since 2001.
  "Metra is dedicated to getting an educ-
tion to help the poor and less fortunate and 
she has the intellect, disciplined work ethic 
to make that dream a reality," said Health 
Sciences teacher Angela Nurre.
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  Seniors Antwan Baker and Katie Dyk were se-
lected by coaches and administrators as the 2011 Senior 
Athletes of the Year.  All athletes eligible for the award 
were evaluated on athletic ability, scholarship, citizenship, 
and leadership skills.
  Baker, a 3.25 senior, was a three-year letterman in 
track and fi eld and a two-year letterman in football. This 
three-time Athlete of the Month and one-time Student of 
the Month made MHC First Team in the 100m, Second 
Team in the 4X100m Relay, and three-time Honorable 
Mention in the 100m, 4X100m relay, and long jump. 
Baker placed seventh at State in the 100m his junior year, 
and is in the All-Time Top 10 at DDHS for 100m and the 
4X100m relay. On the gridiron, Baker's 315 yards rushing 
his senior year set an individual DDHS record. He also 
made MHC First Team Running Back his senior year 

and was the MHC Offensive Player of the Year. Baker 
capped his football achievements by being selected to 
play in the Les Schwab Bowl his senior year. 
  Dyk, a 3.94 senior, was the track and fi eld team 
captain. This two-time Student of the Month was chosen 
from 27 area high schools to receive the Multnomah 
Athletic Club scholarship her sophomore year. This 
MHC Champion in High Hurdles her sophomore year 
was selected MHC Second Team in High Hurdles her 
freshman and junior years. She was selected MHC 
Second Team in Intermediate Hurdles and Long Jump 
her junior year, and was MHC Second Team in the 
100m Hurdles her senior year. Dyk was also a three-year 
letterman in volleyball where she was selected MHC 
Honorable Mention, and was an one-year letterman in 
basketball. 
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Great big thank you’s from this year’s seniors

Four salutatorians earn just one B

CASSANDRA 

HAMANN

Rose Festival Princess

  

Homecoming King and Queen

 IAN 
UEHARA

ANNY LE                  TIEN LE

Best Attendance

Best Attendance

Best Attendance

KHIMICH 
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 This year’s 10 Highlander senior girls want to thank all those 
who helped in the publication of this Highlander. Much thanks to 
registrar Lisa Woodfi ll for her help with the valedictorians and sa-
lutatorians. We want to thank Liz Orr for computer assistance, and 
a huge thank you to counselor Miki Johnson and athletics secre-

tary Pat Alderton for organizing award winners. Thank you to Mike 
Snigur for his texting and the senior English teachers for distributing 
and gathering surveys. Thanks to the non-senior Highlander staff for 
all those photos and errands. And thanks Ashely, Aislinn, Dennise, 
Harley, and Tashia for passing this paper out at graduation.

NGUYENAU

Thirteen valedictorians lead class of 11

SCHERA

 Lydia Au was born in Houston, Texas.  She was a member of 
Symphonic Strings, OMEA All State, the One Acts, and in the 2009 fall 
musical “Thoroughly Modern Milly.”  She was also a Student of the 
Month.  Au will attend Portland State University.
 Tim Khimich was born in Portland, Oregon.  His only B was in 
English IV.  He will attend Clackamas Community College or Portland 
State University to major in Engineering.

 Dom Catabay was born in Portland, Oregon.  He was the Senior 
Class President, on the varsity tennis team, and was a Portland Fire 
Explorer.  One of his achievements is his Student of the Month award.  
He is planning on attending Oregon State University.
 Alex Chiem was born in Portland, Oregon.  He was captain of 
the tennis team, Athlete of the Month and Student of the Month.  He 
participated in FIRST Robotics, Key Club, Rocket Club, Electrathon, 
and was a Free Geek.  He will be attending the University of 
Washington. 
 Anastasia Goldys was born in Kamyanets-Podilskiy, Ukraine.  
She was on the varsity track and fi eld team, captain of the cross country 
team, played in Symphonic Orchestra, was a member of National 
Honors Society and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. She received 
the Bio Scholarship and will be attending George Fox University to 
study biology and pre-medicine.
 Ka Hung Lee was born in Hong Kong. He was a member of the 
Key Club, Japanese Club, tennis team, Asian Club, Rocket Team, and 
National Honors Society.  He was also Student of the Month in May 
2010.  He will be attending the University of Oregon.
 Anthony Nguyen was born in Portland, Oregon and was a 
member of Troubadours, Concert Choir, Wind Ensemble, and Scot’s 
PRIDE.  He received 3rd place Baritone Voice in District II, 1st plac 
e Baritone Voice-District II, and 2nd place Baritone Voice at the 
OSAA State Solo Competition.  He will be attending Portland State 
University.
 Yulia Pavlenko was born in Portland, Oregon.  She was a 
member of the girls’ tennis team, Symphonic Orchestra, PRIDE, and 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  She received an Excellence 
Award, Student of the Month her junior and senior years, the Super 
Scot Award, and was on the Mt.  Hood Presidential Honor Roll.  She 
will be attending Stanford University.
 Dinique Prochazka was born in Clackamas, Oregon.  She was 
on Scots’ PRIDE and volunteered at Alice Ott Middle school as a 
tutor.  She will be attending Portland State University.
 Candy Roberts was born in Portland, Oregon.  She volunteered 

at the Department of Human Services, took Arts and Communication, 
and was in Concert Choir for three years.  She received a Five on the 
AP Psychology exam and received 38 college credits from Mt. Hood 
Community College throughout high school.  She will be attending the 
University of Oregon to study psychology.
 Carmen Rong was born in Ashland, Oregon.  She was a member 
of the Japanese Club, National Honor Society, Key Club, the Red Cross 
team, Teen Council, volleyball, Wind Ensemble, and Scot’s PRIDE.  
She was an Elks Teenager of the Month, 2011 February Student of the 
Month, earned a Scot’s PRIDE certifi cate of Excellence, and made Mt. 
Hood Community College President’s Honor Roll.  She will attend the 
University of Oregon.
 Zach Spangler fi lled his schedule with such challenging classes 
as advanced Social Studies I and II, Advanced Chemistry, Advanced 
Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics, College U.S. History, AP Psych, 
AP Government, and  College English. He was also one of two 
graduates chosen to speak at this year’s commencement ceremony.
 Brendan Tschuy was born in Portland, Oregon.  He was a member 
of the Key Club, Wind Ensemble, Science Club, Pit Orchestra, Math 
Club and was a volunteer at OMSI.  He received 2nd place at State as 
a member of the band, was All State Band and Top 8 at the regional 
Science Bowl.  He was also nominated as most sarcastic senior.  He 
will be attending Loyola University in Maryland. 
 Natasha Tsopko was born in Beaverton, Oregon.  She was a 
member of the varsity tennis team, was Captain of the Speech and 
Debate team, in National Honor Society, on the cross country team, 
school newspaper, and participated in her church choir and orchestra.  
She received Perfect Attendance, Student of the Month in April 2011, 
All League Award for tennis, State fi nalist award for National American 
Miss, and Mt. Hood Presidential Honor Roll. She will be attending the 
University of Portland to major in Business and Political Science.
 Esther Verbruggen was born in Towson, Maryland. She was a 
part of the Earth Club, Chimpanzoo Club, and Band.  She also wrote a 
research paper that was published on the “Roots and Shoots” website.  
She will attend the University of Antwerp in Belgium.

PROCHAZKA ROBERTS

SPANGLER TSCHUYRONG TSOPKO

CATABAY CHIEM

LEE NGUYEN

GOLDYS

PAVLENKO

 Jennifer Phoung Nguyen was born in Saigon, Vietnam.  She was 
a member of the varsity tennis team, Student Council, band, National 
Honors Society,  and helped organize the Blood Drive.  Her only B was in 
AP Calculus fi rst semester.  She will attend Gonzaga University to double 
major in Business and Pre-medicine.
 Ted Schera requested that his biographical information not be 
published.

KATHERINE 

WESTMORELAND

DAVID 

HUYNH

VERBRUGGEN

NATASHA 
TSOPKO

DAVID 

HUYNH

TONY PHAM JASON LE

Commencement Speakers

CIARA 
FERNANDEZ

Prom King and Queen

 ZACH 
SPANGLER

SELAM
WAKO
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Cameron was very involved 
in the theater program at 
DDHS and loved every min-
ute of it. He teched count-
less plays and musicals and 
has a funny billion stories 
to tell about them. Cameron 
loves music and always has 
his ears plugged with head-
phones. He loves to be funny 
and never takes anything to 
seriously. 
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If you never met Rachel Davis, 
you really missed out. You might 
have seen her ballin’ it up on the v-
ball team or performing in an One 
Act this year. Because of her lack 
of money, she didn’t drive an auto-
mobile. She rode her bike, Ursula. 
Yes, her bike has a name. Her uni-
corn pillow pet also has a name, 
Patrick. So basically, Rachel Davis 
Esquire III is an all-around awe-
some person.

Deepa is a fun loving girl who 
spent most of her summer time 
playing soccer in the community. 
She was in the Bhutanese Stu-
dent Club, and was also in a youth 
program, the WIA, at IRCO. She 
was the choreographer of Bhuta-
nese cultural dances performed at 
the Homecoming assembly, and 
earned a scholarship from Future 
Connect to attend PCC. However, 
she plans on attending Mt. Hood.

Mr. Timothy Stone is a witty, 
amiable, and charming young 
man.  You probably saw him 
singing or playing his guitar near 
the PAC.  His love of music and 
choir pushed him to do better 
in school.  Tim wants to pursue 
a career in music. He plans on 
attending  Mt. Hood Commu-
nity College, then transfer over 
to Multnomah University to be-
come a Worship Pastor.

Vanessa played fl ute in band all four years of high school, in Wind 
Ensemble for three of those four years. She also played alto sax 
in Jazz Ensemble II. In the fall she played soccer on the varsi-
ty team and track in the spring. She was awarded First Place in 
calligraphy in state at the Oregon State Fair. Her favorite colors 
are olive green and yellow. She enjoys shopping and going out 
for coffee with friends, and enjoys signing in the shower. She’s 
also  known for having her own dance. Vanessa will be attending 
Oregon State University to study education to become a primary 
education teacher.
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RACHEL DAVIS

Hailee could be found cruising the 
halls. Never in class, she main-
tains a 10.0 GPA (in her dreams). 
Despite how accident-prone she 
is and her struggle with FULL 
BLOWN senioritus, she is one 
helluva ball player. Always caught 
smiling and laughing in every situ-
ation, she kept a positive outlook 
on life. Hailee plans on becoming 
a music producer and to better her 
faith with Christ. God is love <3

HAILEE ARTHUR

Mike, a bright, funny, and ex-
tremely good-looking young 
man, could have been seen 
roaming the halls at almost 
any time of day. Mike still man-
aged to keep up his high GPA, 
which is extremely hard with all 
the advanced classes he took. 
Mike is planning on attending 
OSU this fall and later becom-
ing a civil engineer, “makin’ that 
paper,” he says.

MIKE SNIGUR

STACY SAECHAO

The Flying Squirrel played bas-
ketball for four years and was 
recently awarded Honorable 
Mention. The Flying Squirrel 
was also awarded most unorga-
nized. Stacy plans to continue 
that in college. She spent most 
of her time in class sleeping, 
but still managed a 3.0 GPA. 
The Flying Squirrel will dearly 
miss her basketball team and 
coaches. 

ZACH MARCUS

DEEPA SHARMA

1 2 3

Megan could most likely be 
found either in the PAC or Arts 
and Comm. rooms stirring up 
trouble.  Being a percussionist in 
the Wind Ensemble was of great 
pleasure to Megan, tied only with 
being a student leader at Out-
door School.  Megan, known for 
her sarcasm, procrastination, hi-
larious quips, and checklists, will 
be going to the U of O to major in 
psychology.

MEGAN BRUUN

Mariah could be seen around 
campus with a smile perma-
nently plastered on her face. 
She managed to maintain and 
develop friendships with amaz-
ing people throughout her four 
years of high school, as well as 
keep up a 3.8 GPA. She plans 
on attending Western Oregon 
and becoming a nurse so she 
can change the world one step 
at a time. :)

MARIAH DUNKIN CAMERON LENOCKER
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Zach’s middle name is Alexander, 
but he’s too shy to give away his 
last. He participated in Driver’s Ed. 
He plans to go to that school called 
“University of Oregon.” Zach isn’t 
religious, but he plans to be. In a 
past life, he believes he was the 
guy who invented question marks. 
His favorite shoes are TOMS, but 
he doesn’t own a pair purchased 
with his own money. That’s a 
sophisticated joke. 
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awards, I’ve watched friends, teammates and classmates 
win awards I’d wished I had won. I have stayed up too late, 
I’ve missed curfew, and I’ve been grounded. I’ve lied, I’ve 
cheated, and I’ve skipped school. I’ve excelled, I’ve worked 
hard, and I’ve procrastinated. I have cried, laughed, felt proud, 
embarrassed, and had regret. I’ve been to team camps, I’ve 
had sleepovers, birthday parties, team bonding nights, and 
BBQ’s. I’ve coached, been coached, learned, and practiced. 
I’ve pulled all-nighters. I’ve been loved, fallen in love, and 
been hurt. I’ve allowed myself to be guarded, vulnerable, 
secure, confi dent, and sensitive. If there’s one thing that high 
school’s taught me, it’s that life isn’t about the destination, but 
it’s the journey and experiences that truly mean the most. 
 I won’t remember the grades I received in my classes, 
the tests I took, or the day-to-day life I lived as a high 
school student-athlete. I will remember, though, all the 
things I experienced, the “fi rsts” in life, and the memories 
that mean the most to me, like hitting a half-court shot at 
the buzzer, or graduating, or even getting my fi rst car, Colt. I 
will remember every sport season, my amazing teammates, 
and my accomplishments. I will remember the people who 
mean the most to me, the people that stuck by me through 
thick and real thin. They all deserve a huge shout out. My 
family has been there for me since day one, and through 
every road block and obstacle, they were right there. My dad 
deserves a separate shout out. Quite frankly, he deserves a 
lot more, but for now I’ll say, thanks Dad, for being my best 
friend, my main supporter, and being the one person I can 
count on for anything. Every girl in high school has a best 
friend. Well, mine took shape in the form of a family friend, a 

“sister,” separated at birth and developed by a different set 
of parents. Nonetheless, she is my sister, Katie. She was 
always there through late night studying, the laughs and 
the tears. She was always involved, and I couldn’t have 
rode this rollercoaster of hormones without her. Without 
the love and support from Melinda Cram, I couldn’t have 
survived my senior year. I thank her for all the treats, 
encouraging talks, and dedication to my athletics. Lastly, I 
thank Michael Bruner, someone who taught so much about 
life and how to appreciate the smallest things, which I’ve 
learned are always the most important. I have so much 
love for all these people and appreciate everything they’ve 
helped me experience this year. 
 I’ve learned that life is not about my grades, my 
popularity, my status, or my possessions. Life is about 
taking in each breath of air and using it like it’s my last. I’ve 
learned to make each day count and never play it safe, to 
experience every moment to its full potential, and give a 
full effort in everything I do. Life is crazy. There are turns, 
twists, and it will send you for a spin. So, get in, sit down, 
buckle up, and enjoy the ride.

High school isn’t easy, no matter who you are, or where you 
come from.  Everyone struggles during this four-year period of life, 
some more than others, but being a senior with only a last few days 
left makes up for the complexity.

I have been in the David Douglas School District my whole 
education, minus a few years.  You see, I started out as a freshman 
here, but transferred to Centennial my second semester. I thought 
transferring would fi x not fi tting in, insecurity, and general angst 
ridden teenage woes.  I spent two and a half years there; I made 
friends, had great teachers, an enchanted romance, and life was 
good.  However, the summer before senior year, massive drama 
ensued and wrecked my fairytale happiness.  I no longer had 
friends, lost what I believed was the love of my life, the school went 
under massive budget crisis, and I no longer had access to the fun 
and interesting classes I once loved. It was ruined.  The only thing 

I had left in my “life” was the school’s newspaper: The Centennial 
Talon.  

After many long, pensive nights I made the decision to transfer 
back. I was skeptical at fi rst, but soon realized that it wasn’t just a 
case of “The Grass is Greener,” but I made a superb decision. I 
knew that I had made the right choice of where to spend my last 
year of high school.  I had many of my old friends as well as new 
ones.  I have made many memories with them this year, everything 
from group nacho nights, low-key parties galore, birthdays, late 
night Denny’s excursions, Dutch Brother’s before school, movie 
marathons, and much more.  I was happy to be a senior, fi nally.  
However, having transferred twice in four years, I had a skewed 
academic schedule.  There were classes that were required here 
that weren’t at Centennial, classes that were junior classes there 
that were senior classes here. Regardless, I was enveloped in 
fun and exciting classes, most of which were art classes. Best of 
all, I had my passion for journalism back as a writer on the David 
Douglas Highlander.  Even though I had to face the demotion of  
Managing Editor to Staff Writer, I was content with it. It has been 
a diffi cult year for me.  I have endured so much pain that I am 
surprised I am not further damaged. Family, friends, romance, pets, 
self-esteem: nothing was safe from harm.  But it will all be gone the 
second I walk up on that stage and receive my diploma.  The extra 
drama and pain in my life has made me who I am today. 

I am glad that I sucked it up, did my best, and trudged though 
till my fi nal days as a high schooler.  I have learned so much, not 
only as a student, but as an adult. Rain or shine, heartache or 
happiness, primped up or just rolled out of bed, I did it.  I have no 
regrets leaving Douglas this June, and joining the real world. It has 
been a diffi cult four years, but I did it.

I I am 18 years old. I’ve been a part of teams, clubs, 
and organizations. I am a daughter, a grand daughter, 
a cousin, a niece, a sister, a best friend, a teammate, a 
coach, a girlfriend, a co-worker, a student, and an athlete. 
I’ve obtained a 4.0 semester GPA. I’ve won, I’ve lost, I 
tried, and I’ve given up. I’ve experienced a state meet 
and I’ve been to the playoffs for basketball. I have won 

 Walking down the halls for the last time made me realize 
how much I have accomplished as well as discovered about 
myself.  I am no longer the naïve freshman that sits in the 
front row intently listening to the teacher or the junior that 
made hundreds of copies of her homework. Yo! I’m a senior.  
It’s hard to explain the feeling of never having to attend high 
school.  Surly, I will miss this experience but I have come to 
the realization that my journey has just begun.
 Life after high school is something I have never thought 
about.  Even now as I sit writing this column I don’t know what 
new challenges will come my way.  I want to go into this new 
chapter with optimism and that’s all I can really do now.
 There were so many memorable moments in high school 
I will never forget.  From playing tennis on the perfect tennis 
courts to laughing over Mr.  Dossa’s hilarious terminology.  I 
must also mention the many times everyone picked on me in 
every single class.  From, “Hey! Girl did you make an extra 
copy of your homework for me” to “OMG! Natasha!“  I am 
so happy I was surrounded by funny and loving people that 
accepted me for who I was, a nerd.  I am a proclaimed school 
girl but I have grown out of that phase in my life and can now 
call myself a hardworking person.
 I experienced heartbreak, happiness and so much love 
in high school and I really want to express my gratitude to 
those who have supported me in my public education 
journey.  I have established meaningful friendships with so 
many amazing people and I am so happy to fi nally be able to 
express my thoughts and feelings not just verbally but using 
a pen and paper.  I have discovered the power of words and 
how much they can affect all of us.  I just want to acknowledge 
that words can sometimes hurt more than anything and many 

people need to realize that before stepping into the real 
world.  High school is over and the drama that existed here 
is gone as soon as we all step out of this building.  The world 
is big and the way we project ourselves can truly impact the 
relationships we have with others.  We must remember to 
love and respect one another and just accept others for who 
they are.  I have learned to value others in high school and I 
hope that all of you can do the same.  Peace.

 I couldn’t think of anything to write. Not because I 
have a bad case of senioritis or I’ve reached the point of 
believing school is absolutely dreadful, but because I don’t 
even know where to begin. Refl ecting on the idea of high 
school, I think of my mom’s voice repeating over again 
in my head: “These are the best years of your life.”  She 
also told me I may not feel like these simple moments, like 
lunch with friends or the absence of a huge project on the 
due date will be memorable
 However, in the future, I will look back at those simple 
moments and remember all the perks of being young and 
feeling like an invincible teenager with annoying parents. 
I do regret  not getting involved with my school. It offered 
so many opportunities to participate in hobbies and to 
volunteer in the local community and I’m sad to say I let 
all those opportunities pass me by. I was caught up in my 
social life, to the point where I preferred talking to friends 
on the phone after school rather than playing a sport. 
I should have put my social skills to use and joined an 
interesting club fi lled with students I’ve never met, meeting 
new people and going outside my boundaries, instead of 
sticking around with the same group of people then just 
going home once at 2:40. I don’t want to come off as a 
loser who did nothing benefi cial throughout high school. I 
have taken a lot of pride in being on the Highlander staff. 
Writing for the newspaper has been a tremendous honor. 
It might sound cheesy, but our staff is truly the voice of the 
student body informing the student body. 
 I can’t leave without mentioning I’m going to miss 
the infamous nachos on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 
Yolanda searching for short dresses and holes in jeans. 
I’m going to miss all the silly, “hard-working” times in 
the Scots’ Center. I’ll miss our assemblies that were an 
excuse to get out of class and the excitement of seeing 
3,000 students trying to fi t into the gym. Mostly I realized 
that I’m blessed to have the right to an education even 
though a lot of us took it for granted. I’m also blessed to be 
a member of the 2011 senior class. We’re pretty amazing. 
We are capable of so much and at DDHS, a huge school, 
we have many different talents and interests. I’m thankful 
for all my teachers who have helped me graduate and be 
the person that I am today. 
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 This part of life ends here, but a whole new episode 
is ahead of us, and I can already feel it will be somewhat 
diffi cult, yet the best.
 When I started high school my mom was so proud of 
me because I would be the fi rst one in our family to go to 
high school. Throughout these four years all I have been 
doing is trying to make my parents really proud of me, and I 
am sure I have accomplished that and more.
 The beginning of this stupendous episode that has 
ended, when I was the star, my freshman year, was great. I 
was this small, shy, but super-excited freshman that by the 
way, was not annoying. I started the year by already being 
a part of something. I was in the band, and yes, I went to 

band camp. I was also on the JV soccer team, and I was so 
happy, that was probably all I talked about to my parents. I 
loved playing soccer: the team dinners, coach McQueen; I 
loved it all. I remember meeting new people on the fi rst day 
of school and the seniors were so nice. I did have people tell 
me, though, that I shouldn’t believe every senior because if 
we needed help getting to our classes they would send us to 
the wrong buildings, but I never had that problem. Freshman 
year was also the fi rst year I went to a high school football 
game and I had the best time. I even got a spirit award 
from band (which is an award that we receive when we 
scream and yell our butts off supporting our school). After 
freshman year, I started to change. I was not the shy little girl 
anymore. 
 Towards the end of this episode was senior year, the 
most memorable, for sure! Varsity soccer, Highlander for 
the third consecutive year, and amazing friends. Ending 
high school without worries about graduating is the best. 
My senior year couldn’t been any better. My parents have 
never been more proud of me and I am glad that they are 
giving me the opportunity to go to college to accomplish 
my dreams. This episode has hit its end, but a new one will 
start, and I can’t wait.

I

E Ever since I stepped foot in David Douglas my 
freshman year, I couldn’t help but count down the days 
until I could get out of here. Day in and day out, one could 
guarantee my complaints about going to school. Now, the 
day of graduation, I am fi nally done. We are all done. And I 
am kind of scared; what am I going to do now? My life was 
high school. Responsibilities rolled around senior year, as 
did the day to get out of the place I once hated. Now as I 
look back at my four years, all my good memories were 
here, with my teammates on the fi eld and on the court, with 
my friends in the classroom, in the halls, and the cafeteria, 
and long nights after school in the newspaper room. I 
realized that all my best memories in life were here, and it 
makes me sad to know I don’t ever have to return.
 I am no longer required by law to attend school. 
I now have to pay for my education, home, food, and 
transportation. It’s all on me. I am now an adult, and so are 
you. Scary, right? At the same time, it’s so exciting to fi nally 
live by our own rules (if you’re moving out of your parents’ 
house), be home whenever we want to, go to school if we 
want to or not. I don’t know about you, but I’m stoked to 
fi nally have freedom! This is what we’ve been waiting for, 
and what our parents and teachers have tried to prepare us 
for.
 I will never forget the hot summer air in the gym during 
volleyball tryouts, the sound of the custodian waxing the 
fl oors after school while working on the current months’ 
edition, the sight of rain through classroom windows, or 
the summer mornings spent in SAT prep, pretending to 
take notes. High school gave students the opportunity 

to connect with others and create friends for life. Sure, it 
taught us how to solve algebraic expressions, write a ten-
page essay, and dissect a shark, but it taught us more than 
that: discipline, independence, responsibility, and patience 
were all hidden in the curriculum somewhere. Come on, 
I know you didn’t think you taught yourself that; give your 
teachers some credit.
 We were born in the 90s. We played with Skip-Its and 
bought the latest Ferbies, listened to Backstreet Boys and 
‘Nsync, watched Spice Girls, wore jelly fl ats and stretch 
pants that hooked on our feet, and were the last sixth 
graders in elementary school. We are the ones.

 I have had almost four years to prepare myself for this 
column, and yet I don’t know what to say. I’ve been dreading 
the day when I would fi nally have to write this. This column 
to me is the end of something good and the beginning of 
something great. It marks the end of something that has 
shaped me into who I am, and the beginning of a new 
adventure.
  As we step closer to our new lives, I realize that all of 
my panic and worry about things yet to come is no longer 
necessary. I remember the days before freshman year when 
I would tell my friends that we were all going get lost and 
die in the endless labyrinth that is high school. I was certain 

that I wouldn’t be able to fi nd any of my classes, navigate 
the hordes of people in the hallways, or muster up enough 
courage to meet so many new people. To put it lightly, I was 
scared, scared of what I had not yet experienced, scared 
of change, and of something that I couldn’t control. Well, I 
made it through those hordes of people, met some great 
individuals, and certainly didn’t die. Change is something 
that you have to face head on, regardless of the fears that 
are holding you back.
  Not only did I not die, I had fantastic experiences, from 
the hours spent in room 140 with some of my best friends 
working on an award-winning newspaper, simultaneously 
driving Mr. Rivas crazy with our addiction to Photobooth, to 
the amazing English classes that were my favorites, from 
going to ODS fi ve times and realizing that it was one of the 
best things in the world, to being on Student Council with 
a group of amazing people. At the beginning I would walk 
down the breezeway feeling completely lost, but by the end 
I felt like I was home. By the end I could walk confi dently 
down the halls and know exactly where I was going. 
 Sometimes I can’t believe this is the end. We have been 
in school for so long that it’s diffi cult to remember a time 
when we weren’t. This is essentially all we’ve ever known. 
That kind of thinking leads me back to the worry and panic 
that I felt before. How will I manage to navigate through the 
hordes of people in college?! But now I know better. We 
survived high school, and we will survive college. And after 
college, we will survive the real world. We will all be okay.

I I remember the fi rst day of Journalism class freshmen 
year. I sat by myself like the awkward freshman that I 
was. I didn’t know what to expect from this class. I thought 
Journalism was good-looking people sitting in front of 
a camera, reading the news from a teleprompter. I later 
learned that is Broadcast Journalism, completely unrelated 
to what I was going to be learning in Mr. Rivas’s class. 
One of the most memorable moments from that fi rst 
day was Rivas saying, “I hope you like to write, because 
if you don’t, it’s like taking a swimming class and not 
wanting to get wet.” I had always considered myself an 
awful writer. I never did well on writing assignments. The 
idea of dropping Journalism loomed for weeks. I dreaded 
writing. But, as prettifi ed as I was, I decided to stick with 
the class. In hindsight, staying in Journalism was one of 
the best decisions. A few months into the class, we learned 
straight news writing. When Rivas was handing back the 
stories, he told me I had received the highest score—in 
both journalism classes.
 Journalism, and editing the newspaper, has taught me 
that I am capable of doing things I never thought I could 
do. It allowed me to challenge myself in different ways. 
I even received a few state-level awards for my work, 
including a fi rst place award. I feel lucky to have acquired 
many skills from my years on the Highlander, but what I 
most appreciate about it is the memories and friends I’ve 
made. I’ve met some of my closest friends in newspaper 
class and some of the funniest moments in my high school 
career have been in room 140. 
 The newspaper has seen my metamorphosis. I have 
gone from being a lost, semi-awkward, apathetic freshman 
to a self-confi dent, civically-engaged young woman with 
strong values and opinions. I’m happy about who I’ve 
become. I am who I am today thanks to amazing faculty, 
like Mr. Rivas, Mr. Dossa, Ms. Harris, Ms. Taylor, Ms. Bray, 
Mrs. Johnson, Mr. McCurnin, Mr. Joy—I have learned 
valuable lessons from all of you. I’m fortunate to say that I’ve 
also had very supportive adults in the community, like Todd 
Diskin, who works for the Offi ce of Mayor Sam Adams and 
Marc Fernandes, who works for the Multnomah County 
Commission on Children, Families, and Community. To 
me, they are mentors and friends. 
 High school for me has not only been a journey of 
fi nding myself, but fi nding what keeps me going. It has 
been about fi nding passion and inspiration. My passion 
lies in civics, not just because I like politics, but because 
I believe in service to mankind. My inspiration fl ourishes 
from meeting amazing human beings. I have many peers 
I admire and look up to as well as adults. I am motivated 
by others who are committed to positively changing their 
community. I am encouraged by people who work endless 
hours for what they believe in and what they are passionate 
about. My heroes aren’t celebrities, people who I read 
about. My heroes aren’t people I’ve never met. My heroes 
are the people who serve others. I am honored to have 
been able to work with many of these rock stars of service 
during high school.  
 Where I will be in 10, 20, 30 years, I don’t honestly 
know. I’ll be attending the University of Oregon and 
majoring in either Political Science or Public Policy and 
Management. Will I run for offi ce someday? Perhaps. I 
don’t know. I do know, however, that I’ve had an amazing 
high school experience because I decided to challenge 
myself, to become involved and serve others. I know that 
as long as I continue doing this, I will be happy and have 
achieved personal success. 
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