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Wrestling team sends eight

to State Tournament on 

Feb. 25-27 at the Memorial

Coliseum. 

From the Gramophone to 
the iPod, music has made
an amazing evolution that
is still under way. 

“This money 

will benefi t 

all public ser-

vices, but a 

major per-

centage will 

go towards 

education.”

Cherry Park break-in still unsolved

Measures 66/67 pass, cuts still ahead
YELENA VECHERKIN

staff reporter                                       

• CNN News anchor        

• Yale graduate   

• Won 2005 National   

  Headliners Award for  

  his tsunami coverage

• Saved a young boy            

  after Haiti earthquake  

  while fi lming his show

Boys’ basketball defeated

the Hood River Eagles in a

game where every team 

member contributed to the score.

Jazz band prevails at the

Mount Hood Conference

Jazz Contest , a comp-

etition judged by local jazz legends. 

Oregon voters passed Measures  
66 and 67 on Tuesday Jan. 26 2010 
with 54 to 46 ratio, measures intend 
to bring in approximately $730 mil-
lion for the 2009-2011 biennium 
to help fund public services, with a 
primary focus on education. 
 The passing of the measures is 
planned to fi ll a defi cit in the state’s 
budget. Measure 66 raises taxes for 
individuals with taxable incomes 
over $125,000 by 1.8 percent, and 
rising to two percent for incomes over 
$250,000. Measure 67 increases the 
minimum corporate tax from $10.00,  

which has stayed the same since 1931, 
to $150.00.   
 More than 71 percent of voters in 
Multnomah County, the state’s largest 
county, and most of Portland voted 
for both measures. A lot of effort 
was put into campaigning, as well as 
many dollars. The supporters, mostly 
teachers and public employee  unions, 
raised and spent $6.9 million on cam-
paigning. The opponents spent $4.6 
million, mostly coming from large 
businesses. Billionaire Philip Knight, 
chairman of Beaverton-based Nike 
Inc., and Timothy Boyle, chief execu-
tive of Columbia Sportswear Co. in 
Portland, also contributed large sums 
of money to defeat both measures.  

 The DDEA put in their share 
of support by making phone calls 
to registered voters, talking with 
neighbors, putting up signs in yards, 
as well as writing multiple Letters 
to the Editor to local newspapers.  
This is also true of many teacher 
unions around Oregon.

The main focus of 66/67 mon-
ey will be on K-12 schools. They 
will be given approximately $233 
million, and will be divided accord-
ing to school enrollment throughout 
Oregon. Of that, the David Douglas 
School District will receive $5.5 

Left: When Portland Police entered Cherry Park Elementary, it discovered the 

cabinet that held 15 MacBook laptops open and empty. Unfortunately, there 

was little evidence at the scene. Internet sites like Craigslist and Ebay are being 

monitored for the sale of the stolen laptops. Cherry Park is not the only school 

that has been broken into,. Three other district elementary schools have been 

burglarized.                        Photo courtesy katu.com. Photo of Cherry Park by Alondra Chavez

ALONDRA CHAVEZ 

staff reporter                                       
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legends. 
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 There are a number of sus-
pects but no arrests in the 1:00 
a.m break-in at Cherry Park 
Elementary on Jan. 18, 2010, 
when 15  MacBook laptops were 
stolen. 
 The entire school has an 
alarm system that alerted Port-
land  Police. The alarm triggered 
when the computer lab was bro-
ken into. When police arrived, 
15 laptops were missing from 
a locked cabinet.  The police 
are still working on locating the 
stolen items. They were left with 

little evidence other than the empty 
cabinet. Internet sites like Craigslist 
and Ebay are being monitored for 
the sale of the stolen laptops, which 
were clearly marked with district 
identifi cation numbers. Cherry Park 
has been broken into twice. 
 Portland Police reports that 
elementary schools are being tar-
geted more than other schools, 
and the most valuable item at the 
elementary schools are the target: 
laptops. 
 Cherry Park is not the only 
district school that has been broken 
into. Gilbert Park Elementary has 
been broken into four times, Earl 
Boyles twice, and West Powellhurst 

Elementary once. 
 “I haven’t heard of any updates, 
but I have heard rumors that the 
police have arrested one suspect,” 
Cherry Park principal Barbara 
Chester said. “Portland Police took 
fingerprints from the scene. The 
items that were stolen affect the 
teachers, students and  whole com-
munity.”
 Students were state testing on 
the laptops at the time, and teachers 
also had lesson plans on the hard-
drives. 
 “Not only is our school’s good 
reputation at risk, but the people that 
live in this area are paying taxes for 
a better school and community,” 

said Chester. 
 Students were alerted the next 
day about the situation, but letters 
were not sent home.
 Portland Police reports that 
home and car thefts are also up in 
and around the district. 
 “A few house burglaries might 
be related to the school break-ins, 
but no more than that,” said offi cer 
Steve Morrinville.
 Portland Police is withholding 
any more comment on this crime 
pending further investigation. Any 
one with information should contact 
Portland Police 
 “We feel violated,” said prin-
cipal Chester 
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“Okay, like, if I have to give up my phone, I’m going 
to have to, like, rethink all my outfi ts, cause, like, 
this phone matched three of my tops, most of my 

socks, six of my earrings, my...”

The Highlander

Compiled by 
Chelsea Kopacz

1.B   2.B   3.A   4.C   5.D   
6.A  7.B  8.C   9.A   10.D
 11.A

Cell phone policy should be reconsidered

Answers:

22

First Place: American Scholastic Press: 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
with “Special Merit,” 1999,2000, 2001 with “Special Merit,”  
2002 with “Special Merit,”  2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 with “Special 
Merit,” 2007 with “Special Merit,” 2008 with “Special Merit.”
First Place: Northwest Scholastic Press: 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2008.
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“‘Beauty and 
The Beast’ 

is such 
a simple 

movie but 
teaches big 

lessons.”

Hope for the hopeless
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1. Does the date of Val-

entine’s Day change 

ever year?

 a) yes

   b) no

 c) maybemaybe        

    d) what’s that?  

2. Which Patron Saint 

is Valentine’s Day 

named after?

 a) Saint Bain

 b) Saint Valentine

 c) Saint Bernard

 d) Saint Aphrodite

3. What does the word 

Valentine mean?

 a)  Sweetheart  

 b)  Love

 c)  Heart

 d)  Cupid’s Arrow

4. What fruit is known 

as the “Love Apple?”

 a) Apple

 b) Grape

 c) Tomato

 d) Strawberry

5. What part must 

Cupid’s arrow hit to 

be effective?

 a) Hand

 b) Rear-end

 c) Head

 d) Heart

6. What is the Greek 

word for Cupid, God 

of Love?

 a) Eros

 b) Venus

 c) Zeus

 d) Valen

7. What type of bird 

symbolizes Valentine’s 

Day?

 a) Swan

 b) Dove

 c) Robin

 d) Pigon

8. According to 

English tradition, what 

happens “to the fi rst 

man a woman sees on 

Valentine’s Day?”

 a) She dies 

 b) She kisses   

   him

 c) She gets married  

   to him

 d) She wins the   

   Nobel Peace Prize

9. Do doves mate for 

life? 

 a) Yes

 b) No

 

10. What fl ower is 

most commonly 

symbolic of 

Valentine’s Day?

  a) Lilly     

 b) Poinsettia

 c) Daisy

 d) Rose

11. What date was the 

fi rst recorded Valen-

tine sent?

 a) 1415

 b) 1838

 c) 1972

 d) 1344

  

       
About It
Chelsea Kopacz

Think

valentines

valentines

dayday

MY TURN

   Marissa

Burns

Many life lessons taught in Disney movies

Dear Editor,
 I was a DDHS student for 
three years and moved just a few 
months ago in my senior year. 
Despite not being at Douglas any-
more, I have kept up to date with 
the school by reading The High-
lander online. I’ve noticed that in 
the last few issues there have been 
complaints about class length at 
Douglas. The school I now attend 
has six classes a day with only 55 
minutes in each class. Although it 
may seem nice and dandy while 
you have your 85-minute sched-
ule, it actually is much worse. With 
only 55 minutes in a class and six 
classes, the teacher doesn’t have 
time to thoroughly go through the 
lesson plan. If they do, you have 
no time to do homework in class 
and everything is due the very next 
day. You don’t have the luxury of 
waiting a day with your A or B day 
schedule, allowing you an extra 
day for homework.  I would love 
to have the A and B day schedule 
and 85-minute classes back! David 
Douglas also allows you to acquire 
more credits with the A and B 
schedule.
 
Nikki Mallone
Senior, Southridge High School

Dear Editor, 
 I think this whole thing on 
health care is absurd. All of these 
people that disagree with Obama’s 
plan don’t know what they’re 
talking about. With universal care, 
people that get hurt and miss work 
would get the treatment they need 
to get back on the job. Those who 
oppose the plan are just propaganda 
agents who are trying to get people 
scared and oppose things they don’t 
take the time to listen to. I think it’s 
weird how it is required to have car 
insurance, but not for people who 
care about their lives and wellness. 

Respectfully,
Todd Endres
Sophomore

 Beauty is a simple thing that 
almost everyone desires. Many 
view beauty as a pretty, young, 
hollywood actress. But what many 
don’t understand is that beauty 
comes from within. A great movie 
that teaches us this is “Beauty 
and The Beast”. It also teaches 
young and old alike to search for 
adventure, care for those around 
us, and to take things into our own 
hands. The character that really 
demonstrates these lessons is 
Belle, a Disney character who has 
a signifi cant infl uence on many 
young girls.
 Belle is a young beautiful 
smart girl. She is the only Disney 
princess who actually reads. This 
sends messages to little girls that 
being intelligent should be desired 
as much as beauty. She has a 
good head on her shoulders and 
knows the difference between 
right and wrong. This is a helpful 
quality that everyone should strive 
for. She also demonstrates that 
every girl should be strong, kind, 
and courageous. She sacrifi ces 
herself to save her father when 
she tells the Beast to take her 
instead. She proves that the love 
she has for someone can cause 
her to do anything to help or save 

them, and this is one unique and 
courageous quality. And fi nally, 
one of Belle ‘s best qualities is 
that she doesn’t wait around for 
Prince Charming to sweep her 
off her feet. She turns down the 
handsome man (Gatson) in the 
fi rst 15 minutes of the movie. 
She eventually finds herself 
filled with love for the Beast, 
who breaks every stereotype of 
a prince charming. This teaches 
girls everywhere that they don’t 
need to be rescued by some 
knight in shining armor; they just 
need to follow their heart and do 
what they believe is right, and 
that in end things will work out 
fi ne. 
 Belle’s confi dent spirit has 
taught us that following our heart 
and head will lead us to happi-
ness. “Beauty and The Beast” 
is a simple movie that  teaches 
big lessons. I encourage you, 
like the Teapot and Candlestick 
encouraged Belle, to “Be My 
Guest” and watch the movie. 
You’ll realize that Belle is a nur-
turing leader who is kind, caring, 
and courageous. And maybe 
she’ll help you fi nd the beauty 
and happiness in this beast of a 
world.

 The Highlander 
appreciates the recent 
PRIDE video where 
Principal John Bier ad-
dressed the issue of cell 
phones, hats, hoods, 
and electronic devices 
at school. We agree that 
safety is extremely im-
portant at this school and 
understand that security 
should not have to spend 
its time tracking down 
stolen devices. Hats and 
hoods aside, we have 
some lingering questions 
about the implementation 
of the no cell phones pol-
icy. We believe students 
should be allowed to 
use cell phones between 
classes and at lunch.
 Has the administra-
tion attempted to gather 
our parents’ opinion on 
this issue? Given that 
many students have hec-
tic schedules, we need 
to be able to contact our 
parents and keep them up 
to date on what we’re do-
ing after school—before 
it’s after school. What 
families don’t rely on cell 
phones to keep track of 
each other? Our parents 
use them on the week-
ends to check in with us, 

what, 10 times a day? 
We often need to stay af-
ter school to make up a 
test, or go to work right 
at 3:00 p.m. instead of 
5:00 p.m. In other words, 
just like any teacher or 
administrator, our sched-
ules change in the middle 
of the day and it’s only 
fair that we’re  able to 
let our family know of 
the change. Since the 
school removed our pay 
phone, do they expect 
us to go to the main of-
fi ce every time we need 
to call home? Sure, they 
allow us to use our teach-
ers’ class phones, but 
that’s not really fair to the 
teachers.
  Many schools have 
reconsidered the “no 
cell phones” policy and 
are doing just fi ne let-
ting students use them. 
And we’re not that naive 
to think that cell phones 
are used just to contact 
parents. We know they’re 
used on campuses nation-
wide for criminal activity. 
But penalizing the entire 
student body to thwart 
a minority of criminals 
isn’t fair. Do what’s right, 
David Douglas. Give us 

Dear Editor,
 I have a comment about year-
round school. When most students 
hear the words “year round,” they 
cringe and are glad they get a 
long summer vacation. But I like 
the idea. If we had year round 
school, students’ GPA’s would 
rise because we are learning new 
things constantly, instead of hav-
ing three months off in the sum-

mer. We also would have more 
mini vacations and time to relax 
and take a break without losing 
a lot of knowledge. Year-round 
school is a good idea. We would 
be less stressed over homework. 
It wouldn’t pile up but would be 
spread out.

Abby Jean Lauer
Sophomore

 Life is tough. Let’s face it. No 
matter which way I turn, every di-
rection I take will have some kind 
of hardship. Some are obviously 
much bigger than others, but 
that’s beside the point. The point 
being, well, I’ve already stated it, 
life is tough. 
   Now, I’m here to really rain 
on your parade. In case you’ve 
missed it, we are currently in an 
economic slump; there are ex-
treme oil shortages; the climate 
is shifting; the earthquake in 
Haiti is causing thousands dev-
astation; every three seconds 
someone in the world is dying 
from a preventable disease; 
there are shortages of water and 
food in hundreds of countries in 
the world; in the U.S alone there 
are 20,000 plus murders a year; 
and we have a national debt so 
large we’ll probably be trying to 
pay it off for the rest of our lives. 
This list is mainly national and 
international hardships. I haven’t 
even begun on all the personal 
hardships we face each day, 
such as a loved one dying, 
sleeping in when you have an 
important interview, getting over 
a terrible breakup, breaking your 
toe, not making a sports team, 
falling off your roof and getting a 
nasty black eye (me), and all the 

other unfortunate things you are 
thinking in your mind right now.    

 If you’re still reading this 
right now, kudos to you, for you 
have come to the true point of 
my column. That even when ev-
erything in front of you is terrible, 
boring, and seems like it will 
never end, you keep on going. 
You, whoever you may be, give 
me an undeniable hope. Life is 
tough, was the original point you 
thought I was making, but in re-
ality my point is that even though 
life is tough we must still always 
have hope things will turn out 
for the better. Things could be 
miserable for so long, but there 
always has to be that some-
thing that gives you a glimpse of 
hope, whether it be hearing your 
favorite song in a time of despair, 
receiving a genuine smile from 
a total stranger, or witnessing 
something beautiful occur. 
   I‘m sure you‘re probably 
thinking, “Well, I’m glad this girl 
can fi nd hope in simple little 
things, but for me, it ain’t that 
easy.” I encourage you to go to 
www.givesmehope.com. I came 
across this website during one of 
the biggest hardships of my life, 
and it defi nitely gave me tremen-
dous perspective about hope. 

“ I’m sure you’re 

probably think-

ing, ‘Well I’m glad 

this girl can fi nd 

hope in simple little 

things, but for me, 

it aint that easy.’”



Ethnic insensitivity intolerablePOINT

KYLE BURKETT

staff reporter
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Morality 
within reason

COUNTER-POINT

YELENA 
VERCHERKIN

staff reporter

Practice what 
you preach

  

“Even Joe Lieber-

man, the famous 

obnoxious ‘indepen-

dent’ from Connecti-

cut, understands that 

DADT needs to be 

repealed.”

WHATWHAT

THINK?THINK?
do you

“No. There’s 
places where 
there’s stairs 
and handi-
capped stu-
dents have to 
go out of their 
way.”

-Freshman
Julie
Braet

33

Anna Morozova

Anti-Apathy

Pakistan’s Tali-Pakistan’s Tali-

ban claimed re-ban claimed re-

sponsibility for a sponsibility for a 

bomb on Feb. 3, bomb on Feb. 3, 

2010 that killed 2010 that killed 

three U.S. soldiers three U.S. soldiers 

outside a girls’ outside a girls’ 

school.school.

Researcher Lori-Researcher Lori-

anne Updike Toler anne Updike Toler 

discovered a draft discovered a draft 

of the U.S. Consti-of the U.S. Consti-

tution at the His-tution at the His-

torical Society of torical Society of 

Pennsylvania on Pennsylvania on 

Feb. 2, 2010.Feb. 2, 2010.

Kinman Chen Kinman Chen 

claimed he was claimed he was 

high on a double high on a double 

dose of medi-dose of medi-

cal marijuana cal marijuana 

cookies when cookies when 

he screamed, he screamed, 

dropped his pants dropped his pants 

and attacked crew and attacked crew 

members on a members on a 

cross-country cross-country 

fl ight.fl ight.

“It’s not equal. 

There’s things 

they can’t 

reach, and it’s 

hard for them 

to get through 

crowds.”

-Freshman 

Elet Tran

know?know?
You

diddid

      

 Offi cer Allen R. Schindler was 
murdered by two of his shipmates in 
an anti-gay hate crime in 1992. The 
event triggered multiple debates on 
the Don’t Ask Don’t Tell policy which 
allows gays to serve in the military 
with one catch: as long as they don’t 
say a word.
 Our military is our nation’s 
shield, honorable, dependable, 
fearless men and women who will 
protect our rights and freedoms. 
They are portrayed as fearless, 
yet an openly present homosexual 
in the military is supposed to be 
scary? 
 Even Joe Lieberman, the 
famous obnoxious “independent” 
from Connecticut, understands that 
DADT needs to be repealed.
 Not only do we receive a 
stronger national defense when 
not excluding any group of people 
from serving in the military, but we 
also live up to one of our nation’s 
grounding documents: The Declara-
tion of Independence. 
 Many military heretics would 
argue that gays can in fact serve 
in the military. They just can’t talk 
about it—what a great compro-

mise! Gays get to serve as long as 
homophobics receive the comfort of 
ignorance.
 “This law has failed our country 
and our military for 15 years,” stated 
Representative Ellen O. Tauscher.  
“It harms military readiness and dis-
criminates against patriotic young men 
and women who want to serve their 
country. It’s time for Congress to right 
this wrong.”
 The movement towards eliminat-
ing DADT started in the 1990s, during 
which time the Pentagon advised to 
not rush the decision. It has been 
over two decades—no one has been 
rushing the decision, or working on it 
to say the least.
 Claiming to be the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, the nation 
where all men were created equal, the 
U.S. has lived up to very little of that.
 Gays can pay taxes, be active 
members of society, contribute as 
much as anyone else; therefore, they 
shouldn’t be denied a single right. 
 DADT is another mold we must  
break to the great nation we claim to 
be. Let’s support our patriotic men 
and women, gay or not. Write your 
representatives. 

can fi nally sit up in the stands where their friends 
are. The only thing that concerns me right now is 
the future at school for those of us in chairs. 
      With possible budget cuts coming, I’m wonder-
ing where the district is going to get the money to 
fi x these accessibility issues. By law, a school must 
make improvements so students with disabilities 
can be afforded every resource that they may need. 
What really grinds my gears is when the school 
board says we don’t have money for handicap im-
provements, but then we get a new stadium. That 
might not be the school’s fault because no one has 
brought these issues to their attention. I want to be 
the fi rst student to do so in hopes that future students 
don’t experience these accessibility problems. 
      During my experiences at David Douglas I 
learned to make the most of an opportunity. This 
is my opportunity to do just that. The bottom line 
is that these issues need to be fi xed for the benefi t 
of handicapped students. The school is always pro-
moting life after high school. The question I have 
for them is this: How are handicapped students 
supposed to practice their independence without the 
minimum number of buttons around the school?

 
      David Douglas is a big high school 
in more ways than one. With about 
three thousand students, traffi c in the 
hallways is hard to get through, and 
this can even be a challenge to the 
average student. David Douglas also 

has a huge campus that all students have equal access 
to. Well, that may not be true. 
     We currently have four  students in wheelchairs. 
I’m one of them. From my perspective the school 
has not done enough to grant equal opportunities to 
those of us in wheelchairs. Problem areas include a 
lack of automatic door buttons and no access to the 
balconies in the north gym. This makes me angry 
because it makes me feel like I cannot participate in 
some activities.
      This school has made some improvements, though. 
They have installed automatic door buttons in the main 
entrance, at the district administration offi ce, over the 
elevator in the Social Studies Building, and even the 
brand new stadium has a lift so people in wheelchairs 

  Jeffrey and 
Marci Beagley 
are guilty of their 
16-year-old son’s 
death. Period. 

They are charged with criminally 
negligent homicide for failing to 
provide adequate medical care for 
their 16-year-old son, Neil.  When a 
child dies because he did not receive 
appropriate medical care due to his 
parents’ decision, it is not okay. He 
was the same age as me. He didn’t 
get to live because something could 
have easily been treated. Before 
his death, Neil was very weak and 
barely ate. His parents had to feed 
and sometimes help him walk. It 
was not questionable that he needed 
medical help. Obviously he was 
very sick. I understand missing 
check-up appointments, but when 
you need to feed your 16-year-old 
son, it is morally wrong not to take 
him to the hospital.
 How many of us are still alive 
today because of medicine?  I under-
stand the power of religion. I myself 
believe in miracles, but I also know 
God gives knowledge to doctors 
for a reason. I don’t doubt that they 
loved their son, but it’s not a reason 
to ignore his condition.
 The Beagleys lost their grand-
daughter the same way. Why didn’t 
they learn their lesson? It was not 
an easy lesson to learn, and I hope 
that this trial serves as an example 
to other families that need medical 
help but reject it.

        An Oregon 
couple was found 
guilty on Feb. 2, 
2010 of crimi-
nal negligence 

and homicide for praying over 
their sick son instead of seeking 
medical help. This isn’t the fi rst 
case that’s been addressed in Or-
egon, nor in the United States, as 
these “faith healers,” as they are 
deemed, reside all over the coun-
try. With so much controversy sur-
rounding the topic, many people 
are choosing sides. Morally, I 
side with the children. Though I 
have my own faith, I would never 
let my kids suffer if were able to 
get them medical attention. Even 
Luke, one of the writers of the 
Gospel, was a doctor.
 However, the fact of the mat-
ter remains that morals shouldn’t 
be counted upon in the court of 
law. If someone decides to pray 
instead of use medicine, it’s their 
First Amendment right to do so.

DDHS—equal access not so equal

AISLINN CARSON

staff reporter                                       

Does DDHS offer 
equal access to 

handicap students?

DADT repeal long overdue

“It’s pretty 
equal.”

-Junior
 Oscar 
Jimenez

  Recently while surfing the web, I 
stumbled upon a video on youtube in 
which within the fi rst 10 seconds, the 
girl introducing the video clearly says, 
“Earlier today, I had two friends over... 

um, one regular one and one Indian one.” As if her friend 
who just so happens to be Indian isn’t regular. I was left 
dumbfounded by not only how ignorant some people can 
be, but by how disrespectful these two girls could be to 
someone who they consider a friend. 
  In the video, the girls explain their friend’s national-
ity by saying, “She’s Indian. It’s like an African country 
in Asia...” Then immediately after, ask her whether she 
considers herself to be Asian or African. After numerous 
times of being assured that India is in Asia, they respond 
with, “It’s okay, I know you can be what you want, but 
that’s just not what you look like, so, yeah, I think she’s 
lying to us.” The friend is also Hindu, and meanwhile, as 
they criticized her culture, they tried to convince her that 
Christianity is the only valid religion and she should follow 
it the way that they did, or she was going to hell. They told 
her they didn’t know if they could be friends with her or 
not anymore. How could anybody treat someone who is 
supposed to be a friend with such disrespect?

 If there’s one thing that I think is important, es-
pecially in a world as highly populated with so many 
diverse cultures as ours, it’s mutual respect and tolerance 
for all, which is exactly the opposite of what I witnessed 
in this video.  
 To be open to differences and have respect and 
tolerance is essential, to not just those who you know, 
but to everyone, whether it be someone of another race, 
religion, sexual orientation, or even hair color. All of 
those who have been called a “ginger” or “dumb blonde” 
sometime during their lifetimes know what I mean. 
 How anyone could be as downright disrespectful 
as those in this video, as the people proud to be a part 
hate groups, and even as some of the people simply 
on the streets making racist remarks as strangers walk 
by, leaves me completely beside myself, and is beyond 
logic. With as many fi rst languages and cultures that 
surround each and every one of us, it is so incredibly 
important to be at least culturally competent and toler-
ant. To not be is without a doubt rude, offensive, and 
hurtful, and they shouldn’t need any other reason other 
than that.
 Whether this video was meant to be taken seriously, 
or was intended as a hoax, the truth is there are people 
walking amongst us each and every day who are just as 
ignorant and ill-mannered as these two girls. It’s never 
too late to start showing respect.

JAWAN            
MULLEN

associate editor
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 One faith. One decision. One Miracle.

“No.”

-Sophomore

Katie Anderson

“I’ve been told 

I couldn’t play 

sports and that I 

might die early, 

but a second 

opinion said it 

could be fi xed.”

-Sophomore

Jamie Martin

“No, but some-

times I wish they 

would because 

sometimes I feel 

like I have OCD, 

but doctors say I 

don’t.”

-Junior

Spring Phan  

“Bean burritos 

and immigration 

issues.”

- Junior

Warren Mattox 

“The beach, 

soccer, and hot 

weather.”

- Sophomore

Omar Gonzalez

“It was alright. It 

was basically the 

same story as 

‘Pocahontas.’”

- Junior

Alex Torres

“I fell asleep during the 

fi rst ten minutes, but 

then it got pretty tight, 

so I stayed awake for the 

rest of it.”

- Sophomore

Obie Thompson

GRANT JACOBSON

associate editor

New 3D movie gets three thumbs up

ALONDRA 

CHAVEZ

staff reporter

Mexico —corrupt, dangerous

KAITLYN SHOSTAK

staff reporter

“Don’t drink 

the water. And 

pyramids”

- Freshman

Joe Mizar

44

Have you ever 
received a 

medical 
diagnosis that 

was wrong?

HARLEY JESSEN

staff reporter

Helpful program 
helps homeless

What’s your 
fi rst thought 

when you hear 
the word 

“Mexico”?

Have you seen 
“Avatar”? What did you 

think of it?

“It was boring and 

wasn’t interesting.”

- Sophomore

Diamond Mewoods

     What would your thoughts 
be if a doctor came to tell you 
that the baby you were carrying 
needed to be aborted because 
of complications due to medi-

cation used for an amoeba infection? Would 
you instantly jump on the idea of aborting it 
because what the doctor just told you sounds 
bad when said aloud, or would you take the time 
to think maybe, just maybe, if you waited it out 
that everything would be okay, that maybe the 
doctors could be wrong, and the baby will turn 
out just fi ne, without complications, living a 
normal life as you and I would? 
 One can only imagine all the thoughts that 
flew through Mr. and Mrs. Tebow’s minds. 
Living in the Philippines at the time, the only 
option offered by doctors was to abort the fetus. 
Nothing else was offered. With lots of praying 
and the family keeping strong throughout the 

pregnancy, Mrs. Tebow gave birth to a baby 
boy that both she and her husband named 
Tim.  
 With time, Tim grew up just fi ne, with 
no “devastating disabilities,” as the doctors 
predicted. He went on to become the fi rst 
sophomore in NCAA history to win the Heis-
man Trophy, followed by numerous other 
awards. Mrs. Tebow is the perfect example of 
one following her faith and beliefs, not only 
in a religious way, but when considering one’s 
life. For her the outcome was a miracle. Mr. 
Tebow and her constantly remind Timothy, 
“God has a special plan for your life.” 
 Much of our world is fi lled with people 
that choose to follow what others suggest. 
We often forget how to think and choose for 
ourselves. If Mrs. Tebow had listened and fol-
lowed through with the doctors’ opinions and 
options, Timothy would have never graced this 
Earth and accomplished such things as winning 
the Heisman. 
 Not everything is going to work out like 

this in life, but it’s the lesson behind it that 
needs to be learned. When making our own 
decisions and following through with actions, 
we learn how to take responsibility and ac-
cept the outcome of what happens at the end 
of the day. Letting someone take control of 
our lives such as our opinions and beliefs 
strips us of that acceptance, of the outcome 
and the lesson which can be taken from what 
happened. Like many elders say, we live and 
learn from our mistakes and actions.
 By taking the step of doing this, we are 
not only becoming more mature in a sense, 
but are applying one of the many mottos of 
life: we live and we learn, but to do so we 
have to make our own paths in life, which 
starts by taking and following through with 
actions. 
 Take a chance and live life to the full-
est. You never know what will come from 
making that one decision. By taking that one 
action and following through, one’s life can 
be changed forever. 

           
     Sadly, homeless children 
are all over the nation, but 
in Oregon someone is 
doing something new 
to help out. West Salem 

High School senior Whitney Ferrin heard 
that over 900 homeless youth irregularly 
attend school in the Salem-Keizer area. 
Courageously, she did something about it. 
 Homeless students have attendance 
issues that are directly related to their low 
self-esteem from poor appearance. Whitney 
was inspired by this to help, and started a 
program called “Give A Shirt.” This program 
provides new clothes to homeless children. 
Proceeds from the sale of T-shirts saying 
“Give A Shirt” give children a chance to 
attend funded shopping trips as well as pro-
viding medical care to the kids in need. The 
people who organized “Give A Shirt” work 
with sources in the Salem-Keizer School 
District to provide information in regard to 
students who are homeless. 
 Since December, the program has raised 
over $5,000, with approximately 500 shirts 
sold to students at lunch and during breaks 
at West Salem and through online sales and 
donations. By the end of 2010, the creators 
hope to be selling shirts through every 
Salem-Keizer school in the district, and 
hopefully in the Portland area, and across 
the state. Lately, Salem area clothing stores 
hosted Whitney and the other organizers to 
help about 25 participating homeless youth 
go shopping for some new threads. Managers 
and associates even treated the homeless like 
they were high class and provided additional 
discounts to help the kids get more for their 
money. 
 The organizers plan to continue provid-
ing quarterly shopping trips to help homeless 
students regain hope and dignity, as the mis-
sion statement states on the back of the shirts. 
Visit the website and help out at giveashirt.
org. I did.

F i r s t 
thoughts  of 
Mexico: beauti-
ful resorts, end-
less beaches, 

and mouth-watering dishes. Un-
fortunately, Mexico has its disad-
vantageous too, such as its crime 
rate, drug dealings, and a corrupt 
government.

Mexico’s government is very 
corrupt. I’m not rejecting my own 
country or my race: I am proud of 
where I came from, but this is a 
reality. The current crime rate in 
Mexico is 34 percent. It might not 
be the number one country with 
the highest crime rate, but it is in 
the top fi ve. That is unfortunate and 
horrible. Every day innocent people 
are killed, raped, and kidnapped and 

the authorities don’t sentence these 
proven criminals correctly.

And Mexico’s police force 
is disgustingly corrupt. If you get 
pulled over for speeding or drunk 
driving, offering the officer a 
bribe usually means you go free. 
It’s not considered that the person 
speeding should be punished and 
the drunk driver should be sent to 
jail, because innocent people are 
at risk of getting killed.

Four human heads were 
found on Wednesday Feb. 10, 
2010 (the bodies were not found), 
three outside a restaurant and a 
school in Sinaloa, Mexico and the 
other in front of a car dealership in 
the city of Altamirano, Guerrero. 
The crime scene investigation 
groups say that these four decapi-
tations are most likey connected 
to one of the biggest drug cartels 
in Mexico. Those who know 

something, who try to run away 
or tell the authorities, commonly 
end up dead themselves. If the 
police try to do something, there 
is the chance that in the next 
three to four days that offi cer 
will also end up dead. So, the 
corruption continues because 
nothing is done.

President Felipe Calderon 
is one of the few Mexican  
presidents who has really tried to 
reduce the violence in his coun-
try. So far he’s doing a good job, 
but the drug dealers are doing a 
better job of overpowering and 
killing more and more innocent 
people to show the president that 
they won’t stop, that money and 
power will prevail.

I’m not rejecting my own 
country or my race: I am proud 
of where I came from, but this 
is a reality. 

The journey of Jake Sully in 
James Cameron’s “Avatar” may 
seem like it mirrors other fi lm 
plots, but the story takes on its 
own character and style to create 

a very different and extremely unique fi lm.
It is argued that “Avatar” is just another 

“white savior” movie. I would argue that it is 
more about Jake Sully’s personal journey. When 
he reaches the fi ctional planet of Pandora, Jake 
is not sure of who he is and what his purpose is 
in life. His brother was murdered by a thief who 
wanted “the paper in his wallet.” With the devas-
tation of his brother’s death, and “the company” 
pressuring him into going, he takes his brother’s 
place on the ship. 

Seeing that “Avatar” is mainly set in a nar-
rative view, it allows the viewer to peer deeper 
into Jake Sully’s life than a fi lm that does not use 

that screenplay approach. 
What hit me when watching “Avatar” was 

the sense of values projected into the story. The 
Na’vi have an interconnection with nature and 
with each other. “It’s hard to put in words the 
deep connection the people have to the forest. 
They see a network of energy that fl ows through 
all living things. They know that all energy is 
only borrowed... And one day you have to give 
it back.” As Jake is accepted into the Na’vian 
culture, he starts to realize that he was on the 
wrong side. Jake learned much from the Omati-
caya clan, and in his immersion to their culture, 
fi nds his true place in life. 

The cinematography of “Avatar” is stun-
ning. Shot with 3D effects in mind, James 
Cameron has created a whole new art within 
the fi lm industry. When viewers saw the fi lm in 
3D, it yielded a higher rating than from those 
that saw it in “2D.” If you have not seen this 
brilliant movie, I suggest you get a group of 
friends and go. It’s worth it.  
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“I think so, yes. 

Diversity is one 

of the things we 

have here and is 

accepted. ”

-Senior

 Ethan Linn 

“I think it’s 

something that 

people don’t 

really notice.”

-Freshman

Alipate 

Tultavake

“Probably just 

donate and if 

some people 

took a Saturday 

and did a rally to 

raise money for 

them.”

-Freshman

Paige Martin 

“Fundraise and 

do can drives, 

things like that 

to get people 

involved and to 

show love for 

people there.“

-Freshman

Jala Harper

“Give a back-

story of people 

who need help to 

inspire others to 

help.”

-Sophomore

Tanner Adrian  

Community homes
offer safe haven
for gay students

Consider all those who are suffering

Laker hostility disrespectful

GRACE PEARSON

staff reporter

DANIEL CHEEKS

features editor

DENNISE GARCIA

staff reporter

55
Do you think 

homosexuaity 
is properly 

adressed at 
DDHS?

What would be 
an effective 
way to help 

out Haiti as a 
student or an 

average 
citizen?

Foreign help to Haiti inspirational
JAMIE NICHOLS

staff reporter

A 7.0 earthquake—the most 
powerful to hit Haiti in a century—
struck about 10 miles southwest of 
Port-au-Prince , Haiti on Tuesday, 
Jan. 12, 2010 . Witnesses reported 

damaged buildings, a collapsed hospital, and houses 
had crumbled on the right side of the street and on 
the left side of the street. Yes, this is a tragic time for 
Haiti, but it’s very encouraging how this tiny country 
has received so much international help. 

“None of our staff were injured, but lots of walls 
are falling down,” stated the Haitian director of the 
relief agency World Vision International Frank Wil-
liams. “Many of our staff have tried to leave, but 
were unsuccessful because the walls from buildings 
and private residences are falling into the streets, so 
that it has pretty much blocked signifi cantly most of 
the traffi c.”

To date, the United Nations, the European 

Commission, Canada, Spain, The Netherlands, 
Germany, Denmark, Italy, Sweden and China 
have donated or pledged nearly $38 million 
total, with the United States pledging an addi-
tional $100 million. Also, Venezuela, Mexico, 
France, Britain, Iceland, Taiwan, Israel, Cuba, 
and neighboring countries are assisting with the 
supply of essential medical and food items, and 
professional and transportation services.

The U.S. military sent a ground assessment 
team, and one of its P3 aircraft performed aerial 
reconnaissance. The United Nations released  
$10 million from its central emergency response 
fund, and mobilized an emergency response 
team. The U.N. World Food Program fl ew in 
additional food, including more than 500,000 
emergency meals. The Netherlands sent an urban 
search and rescue team to Haiti, as well as sniffer 
dogs, to help fi nd Haitians hidden under rubble. 
And France is sending two airplanes and a fi eld 
hospital as well as rescue services.

When I learned that Haiti was getting 

help from so many different countries, it truly 
surprised me. I’m so used to only hearing about 
certain surrounding countries helping in crisis, but 
knowing that so many places around the world are 
contributing to help Haiti’s population live better 
lives is like a breath of fresh air. Our society is so 
used to hearing about war, natural disasters and 
terrorist attacks that we often forget to focus on 
the positives in life.

The last time I remember this many nations 
coming together was World War II, which only 
tore citizens’ lives all over the world apart. Haiti 
has been torn apart, but at least many are doing 
their best to help.

An orphanage in Haiti including 152 children 
and 84 infants is in need of foreign governments 
to help refugees escape the country to be safe, 
anywhere but Haiti. Director of God’s Little Angels 
orphanage, just outside of Port-au-Prince, opened 
up beds for parents after the earthquake and is 
having trouble fi tting in children who have lost 
parents from the quake.

As I sat on facebook one 
Saturday night watching the 
Lakers play the Blazers, I saw 
multiple updates of my friends 
joining the group “If you’re a 

Blazer fan you hate the Lakers.” I answered by 
posting, “ If you’re a Laker fan you don’t care 
about the Blazers.” The expected was indeed 
received. I got only two “likes” and fi ve other 
negative comments about the Lakers, even one 
out of the blue comment about the Cavs.  Being a 
Laker fan of course I felt anger. So what comes to 
mind is this:  Why do so many Blazer fans have 
so much hostility towards the Lakers?  There isn’t 
a NBA analyst out there who talks about the big 
Portland L.A. rivalry.  

I am not denying the young talent the Blazers 
have. With half of its starting line up out due to 
injuries, Portland still managed to have the eighth 
best record in the Western Conference.  They 
have Brandon Roy, who’s carried this team on his 
back.  He’s an exceptional player, and I don’t have 
anything bad to say about him.  

So, by now I bet you’re thinking this girl’s an 
idiot: That Saturday night game was the fi rst win 
the Lakers have had here in fi ve years. Understand-
able, but when was the last time the Blazers won at 
the Staples Center? And a win against the Clippers 

doesn’t count. It was on Feb. 21, 2007. Not a fi ve year 
gap—but still a long time. In the last ten years the 
Blazers have only beaten the Lakers 18 times, seven 
times less than the Lakers have beaten them.  

Blazer fans in Portland seem to care a little bit 
too much about their games against the Lakers.  Do 
they think that in order to prove how good a team they 
are they need to beat LA? Personally, I’d be a bit more 
impressed if I saw some more playoff appearances 
and championship rings.  I give the Blazers a few 
more years, and they’ll be a championship material 
team.  The way they were before.  

There is no question that Blazer fans are great 
fans.  They are some of the loudest I have ever heard 
and support their team no matter what.  When I was 
at a Laker game at the Rose Quarter last April I was 
surrounded by them: Their pride was undeniable.  
I was booed when I walked by in my yellow and 
purple shirt. Fans are one thing, but what about a 
professional broadcaster?

  When watching the game locally on the Chan-
nel 8, I heard a comment by Mike Rice that shocked 
me. He said he “still hated Kobe Bryant” even though 
he wasn’t playing.  I had to rewind because it was 
pretty unbelievable to me.  Just more proof of the 
dislike that Blazer fanatics feel toward the Lakers. 
When it’s revealed that I am a Laker fan, I am scorned 
and mocked.   

I respect the Blazers. I respect their abilities on 
the court, but they have some time before they are as 
good as the Lakers. Their fans should face that. 

Undoubtedly, there are 
many people who are persecuted 
for their beliefs. Gay men and 
women are sometimes left with-
out a home when they “come 

out” to their families. Fortunately, there are a small 
number of community homes that provide shelter, 
family, and a better life in general: Community 
houses such as SE Portland’s Market Street Initia-
tive, LLC. 

Based out of two homes owned by founder 
Edmour Gagnon, the initiative’s mission is “to live, 
learn, love, and play as gay men in a safe environ-
ment, and with mentors fi nd inner peace through 
the process of coming out.” Gagnon provides this 
environment to the current 15 gay male residents 
aged over 21 by offering counseling groups to help 
find jobs, counsel those who are HIV-positive, 
perform yoga, fi nd housing, and a variety of other 
services. There are also community events such as 
bingo nights, monthly gatherings, and Sunday coffee 
that any one can attend. By word-of-mouth, all 12 
rooms of vacancy have been fi lled only a few short 
weeks after the second house was purchased from 
its prior owner. 

The Market St. Initiative operates as a non-
profi t, non-religious “church,” or legally recognized 
group of people with a single commonality.  So, 
it receives funds from renting rooms, operating a 
thrift store that is open three to four days a week 
selling donated items, selling custom-made “cKot-
tonTees,” shirts printed on-location and paid for 
out-of-pocket.

Gagnon also owns an 80-acre plot of land in 
Rainier, Washington, which he plans to develop into 
a full service retreat center for gay males. He hopes 
to draw gay men in need from all over to the Market 
Street Initiative homes for them to discover them-
selves in a stable living environment, see Portland, 
then travel to the retreat grounds.

The Market St. Initiative is not the fi rst time 
that Gagnon has tried to manage a home such as this. 
Previously he managed another gay male home in 
Vancouver, WA, but it fell to bankruptcy in the hands 
of the home’s owner. Gagnon also worked in music 
as a producer in 2001 on the public-access television 
show “Northwest Raw,” a precursor to American 
Idol. He also founded a production company that 
showcased approximately 150 bands, and advocated 
for the Clark County Amphitheater’s construction 
in 2003.

“The way I’ve done things, that’s why we’ve 
been successful,” said Gagnon. “We’re right now 
the only gay male facility, especially of this size, in 
Portland.”

“Most people 

accept it, but 

sometimes 

it goes un-

noticed. It 

depends on 

the person. ”

-Freshman

Anthony 

Tsopko

Many of us know what 
is going on in Haiti, but 
what about Indonesia? Cli-
mate changes have pushed 
malnutrition in Indonesia 

higher than those in Africa. Out of 4,800 
households, over 61.1 percent of children 
under fi ve were stunted due to malnutrition.  
 How about those in Russia? Illness in 
rural  Russia is one of the most common dan-
gers to children. Highly vulnerable in the fi rst 
fi ve years of life, peasant children fi ght for 
their lives against rickets, measles, whooping 
cough, diphtheria, and scarlet fever. Villages 
so remote have to wait weeks for the doctors 
to make the long journey to the village. 

Maybe you’d like to look at the orphans 
in China. Not all of the orphanages are hor-
rible. Thanks to many devoted people, help 
has arrived for some orphanages. Some 
provide great care, but we only tend to look 
at those to deliberately cover our eyes from 
the truth. What about those children who fi nd 
hope will never come? Disabled orphans who 
are placed in the care of brutal and savage 
orphanages are purposely starved, medicated 

to keep them quiet, and then confi ned to “dy-
ing rooms.” 

There are many things students, can do 
to support and help those in need. I agree that 
we may not have the right amount of money, 
resources, or ability to travel to these places 
and fi x the problems right away, but there are 
opportunities to devote time and talent. 

Not only are there struggling people in 
third world countries, but what about the people 
down the street or in the neighborhoods around 
you? Over 700,000 to 2 million Americans are 
homeless. Out of that, 36 percent are fami-
lies, 44 percent single men, 13 percent single 
women, and seven percent unaccompanied 
minors. Over 30 percent of those have been 
physically and sexually abused, and over 28 
percent rarely get enough to eat. 

I’m not saying that there aren’t some 
who have done something. I know there are 
many of us who work hard, raise money, and 
spend time and efforts helping those far away 
in other countries and neighbors next door. I 
congratulate you and thank you. 

God gave us working hands, bodies, 
brains, and talents to help those in need. So 
take a little time away from thinking about 
yourself and more time helping to change 
other’s lives.  
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The first 
invention to 

record the human 
voice, the phonograph, 

was invented in 1877. The 
machine had two diaphragm-

and-needle units, one for recording, 
and one for playback.    

    “I want a phonograph in every American 
home,” stated Thomas Edison, the machine’s 

inventor.       
     Soon after, in 1887, Emile Berliner, using Edison’s 

phonograph, created the gramophone. The gramophone involved 
a system of recordings using a back and forth movement on circular 

disks coated with beeswax. Gramophone records were mostly used in the 
commercial music reproduction and replaced the cylinder phonograph, though 

the two coexisted in the 1920s.    
 In Christmas of 1925, both sales of vinyl record players and records plummeted during 

the Great Depression, with many companies merging or going out of business. But after 
World War II, booms in record sales continued. Even portable vinyl record players were tried 
in cars, but were soon replaced by eight tracks and cassette tapes. The eight-track tape 
recording system was popular from 1965 to the late 1970s. While today it has become an icon 

of obsolescence, it was a great commercial success and paved the way for all sorts of 
innovations in portable listening. The eight-track tape consisted of an endless loop 

of standard one-fourth-inch magnetic tape, housed in a plastic cartridge. On the 
tape were eight parallel sound tracks, corresponding to four stereo programs.   

For many people old enough to have owned an eight-track system, it is 
a technology associated with the automobile and in-car listening. 

However, it was first developed not by the auto industry, but by a 
leading aircraft manufacturer, the Learjet Corporation.   

Cassette tapes followed and were invented in 1967 
by Phillips to improve the usefulness of recorded 

sound, becoming the personal equivalent of the 
eight-track until the invention of the CD, 

or Compact Disc in 1970 by James T. 
Russell, who was dissatisfied with 

the wear and tear of his vinyl 
records and the sound 

quality they produced. 
Thus, inventing the 

still popular, 
CD.
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90’s generation witness to digital switch
            
 How we think of music today is totally 
different than how we thought of music a little 
over a decade ago. Thanks to the invention 
of the MP3 in 1999, the music industry has 
experienced a major technological revolution 
that has ultimately phased out compact discs and 
has brought the industry into a new digital era.
 Switching to a digital format has made 
music more accessible. Now we have the 
ability to download a whole album in a matter 
of minutes instead of having to drive to a record 
store and search for a CD, using precious time 
and resources. And remember the days when, 
on road trips, your favorite radio stations signal 
was lost because you were a few miles from the 
city? Now we have satellite radio, a digital form 
of radio that gives us the ability to roam the 
entire country while having access to hundreds 
of radio stations, never having to worry about 

losing the signal. Going digital has also made 
music more internationally accessible. Now an 
artist’s music can be accessed by anyone in any 
corner of the globe at any time of the day via 
the internet. In 2009, the digital music revenues 
rose 12 percent to $4.2 billion. While record 
sales continue to decline, record companies 
have had to get creative in fi nding new ways 
to produce revenues:  selling subscription 
services, streaming services with applications 
for cell phones and online music video services.
 The invention of the iPod has also been a 
major force in the switch to digital music. Since  
October 2004, iPods account for 70 percent of  
all music player sales in the United States. They 
have become the precedent in the music-player 
market because of their ability to play one’s 
favorite music anywhere at anytime. Apple sold 
its one-hundred-millionth iPod on April 9, 2007. 
The fi rst iPod was launched on October 23, 
2001 and since then, music downloads have 
skyrocketed; iTunes, Apple’s music application 

and store, is currently holding a contest in 
anticipation of their ten-billionth  song sold, 
the prize being a $10,000 iTunes gift card. 
 But the change to a digital form of music 
hasn’t been completely benefi cial. Piracy, 
illegally consuming and distributing copyrighted 
materials, continues to be a major issue. Piracy 
is especially harming the music industries 
in Spain, France, and Brazil. In 2008, 95 
percent of music that was downloaded was not 
paid for. Illegal music sharing deeply harms 
the music industry since the music creator 
receives no credit or compensation for that 
download. CD sales have also drastically 
declined in the past decade. In 2009, CD 
sales declined 16 percent from the previous 
year. This decline has caused several major 
music companies to merge together like 
merging of Sony Music Entertainment with 
BMG Entertainment. Fortunately, the number 
of Americans who think downloading illegally 
is morally wrong has increased by 28 percent.
 

Music has become a part of our daily lives. From 
vinyl records to iTunes downloads, technology 
in music has made many advancements and is 
continuing to move forward. 

Not only have the ways we listen to music 
changed, but the invention and evolution of 
samplers, synthesizers, and computer technology 
has changed the way music is produced. Also, 
music genres have evolved from classic 80s 
jams to new electronic tunes.

“What is the future of music,” stated Manifest 
Technology reporter Douglas Dixon. “Has it 
become a business of lamentations and lawsuits 
against electronic sharing, foretelling the end 
of recorded media as we know it? Or is there 
something much more interesting happening 
here that offers exciting new opportunities?”

Released in April of 2009, Livio Radio is 
an Internet radio featuring Pandora, a popular 
online radio application in which users create 

“stations” that play their favorite artists and those 
that are similar, with several different delivery 
mechanisms beyond the computer, including 
the Apple iPhone and other mobile devices. The 
basic idea is to create an attractive method for 
online radio adherents to listen to in any of the 
11,000 stations without having to be tied to their 
computers.

2009 brought many new cellular devices 
that included multimedia advancements, such 
as music players, video recorders, and touch 
screen technology. The best-selling was the 
iPhone. Many other companies tried to compete, 
but did not contain enough memory to hold as 
many songs as buyers desired, did not have the 
battery life needed to last all day while all features 
are being used, or did not have the applications 
that users desired. Soon enough, other phone 
companies will catch up with the Apple industry-
changer.

The EKS-9 is a Kick Drum Synthesizer 
released by Synapse Audio Software. This 
synthesizer is dedicated to combining electronic 

bass drum sounds reminiscent of vintage 
hardware with additional controls to expand the 
sonic possibilities. Plug-ins include both Mac and 
Window fi ttings.

Another advancement in producing music 
technology is the Korg Sound on Sound Unlimited 
Track Recorder, which commissions musicians 
to capture and develop musical ideas wherever, 
whenever. This recorder is battery-powered, 
containing a stereo microphone and a built-in 
speaker for recording and monitoring.

Digital technology is the main reason for 
changing music genres. Techno, Rap,  and  
Hip-Hop all qualify as music types that require 
advanced technology to make it happen. As the 
years go by, technology will continue to advance, 
allowing music to continue to expand in wide 
varieties.

“Unless the labels actively reinvent themselves 
and embrace change, they will continue to fi nd 
themselves in an expanding music marketplace 
that rewards their efforts less and less,” stated 
New York Times reporter Stephen J. Dubner.

Future holds more digital, acronyms, apps
JAMIE NICHOLS
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 staff reporter



Wrestling sends eight to State
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Girls fall to Catholic, beat Hood River
One-hundred-and-thirty pound junior Nathan Fritz moves to tackle his  opponent dur-
ing the district tournament held at Centennial High School.               Photo by Daisy Quinonez

DDHS grad 
helps Utah State 
beat No. 1 UW
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staff reporter
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sports editor

Boys’ swim short at Districts
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“Owa has shown 

the world exactly 

where DDHS is, 

and what DDHS is 

about”

Junior fi ve-foot-four-inch post Stacy Saechao shoots  one of two free-throws, follow-
ing a Central foul at DDHS on Friday, Feb. 12, 2010.           Photo by Jawan Mullen

staying
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A  HEALTHYA  HEALTHY 
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staff reporter

Under the 
Lights

Garrett Archer

Owa puts DDHS on college map 

SAECHAO

Owamagbe Odighizuwa has 
put David Douglas athletics are 
back on the college recruitment 
map. 
 Everyone knows the story.  
Owa was ranked 17th overall 
highest recruited high school 
football player in the country; the 
highest recruited player in the 
northwest, and for good reason.  
On defence, Owa explodes off 
the football and keeps explod-
ing until the play is totally over.  
He is a relentless player on both 
sides of the line.
 Don’t get me wrong, DDHS 
has a great program.  It always 
has.  How many high schools 
have enough state champion-
ships to fill an entire gym wall?  
I can only think of one.  There 
isn’t a single sport or activity 
at Douglas that doesn’t excel.  
Sure, they may have a bad game 
or a bad season every now and 

then, but as a trend, our athlet-
ics are on the uprise.
 Owa’s performance has put 
a nice golden frame around our 
already-great athletics that will 
have DDHS catching college 
eyes for a long time.  What these 
schools see is a young man with 
extraordinary talent, and a foot-
ball program that knows just 
how to use that caliber of abil-
ity.  They will be ready to find 
the next great athlete that David 
Douglas will produce.
 Owa has shown the world 
exactly where David Douglas 
is and what David Douglas is 
about, and the world will re-
member.  So, while everyone 
watches Owa play college ball 
for the University of California, 
Los Angeles in the back of their 
brain and the corner of their 
eye will be David Douglas High 
School in Portland, Oregon.

GREENOUGH

 U t a h 
State senior 
pitcher and 
2006 DDHS 
g r a d u -
ate  Kate 
Greenough 
pitched a 
w i n n i n g 
game against No. 1 ranked 
Washington, 7-4, in a tourna-
ment held on Friday, Feb. 19, 
2010 in San Diego.
 Greenough pitched the 
entire game, and gave up 
only eight hits and one walk, 
for a total of four runs.  Be-
tween the fi rst and fi fth in-
ning, Greenough shut down 
13 batters in a row.  In the 
fourth, Utah put fi ve runs on 
the board with fi ve hits.
 While attending David 
Douglas, Greenough played 
softball all four years, and 
was ranked No. 1 overall  
pitcher in the Mt. Hood con-
ference in 2006.  She also 
broke the record for strike-
outs at DDHS.
 “I knew Kate would be 
successful in college because 
she has a tremendous work 
ethic, and it has paid off,” 
said DDHS softball coach 
Staci Heath.

The Scots’ wrestling team came 
away victorious at the 2010 District 
Tournament on  Feb. 19-20, 2010 
at Centennial High School, with 
eight state qualifi ers, fi nishing in 
third place at the tournament behind 
the Barlow Bruins who came in 
second and the Sandy Pioneers who 
fi nished in fi rst place.
 The championship round 
began with three Scots wrestling 
for fi rst place and six wrestling for 
third place for a chance to continue 
on to the state championships. One-
hundred-and-three pound freshman 
Jeramiah Baker wrestled for fi rst 
place against Reynolds 103 pound 
sophomore Cameron Baldwin and 
won fi rst place with a 2-1 decision. 
One-hundred-and-three pound 
junior Nathan Fritz came in third 
place after beating his Barlow 
opponent, 130 pound senior Cam 
Everson with a 10-5 decision. One-
hundred-and-40 pound freshman 

Elijah Taylor 
placed third 
after pinning his 
opponent, 140 
pound Barlow 
senior Jesse 
Klaasen with a 
7-0 decision. One-
hundred-and-71 

pound junior Shayne Shupp also 
qualifi ed for state after beating 
his opponent, 171 pound Sandy 
junior Marcus Dickinson with a 
6-0 decision. One-hundred-and-89 
pound junior Erick Reyes placed fi rst 
after beating his Barlow opponent. 
Two-hundred-and-15 pound junior 
Filip Dinsmore also placed fi rst 
with a 5-3 decision against Hood 
River’s 215 pound senior Marquel 
Neal. 
    The 2010 OSAA State Wrestling 
Championships will take place at 
the Memorial Coliseum Feb. 25-27, 
2010. The Scots ended the season as 
conference co-champions along with 
the Sandy Pioneers, each with a 5-1 
record.

BAKER

The boys’ swim team fell 
short at the Mt. Hood District 
Championship on Saturday, Feb. 
13, 2010.
 During the 200 medley relay, 
Gresham placed fi rst with a time 
of 1:41:52. Douglas sophomore 
Mason Barow, senior Anthony 
Nguyen, freshman Leland Miller, 
and junior Alex Barrow placed 
second with a time of 1:44:68, and 
Barlow placed third with a time of 
1:46:12. In the 200 yard freestyle, 
Barlow placed fi rst with a time 
of 1:49:25. Barlow also placed 
second with a time of 1:51:16, and 
Centennial placed third with a time 
of 1:51:47. 

During the 200 yard individual 
medley, Central Catholic placed 
fi rst with a time of 1:57:28. 
Nguyen placed second with a time 
of 2:01:19, and Hood River placed 
third.  In the 500 yard freestyle, 
Barlow placed fi rst with a time of 
4:48:73, Gresham second with a 

time of 5:01:54, 
and freshman 
Leland Miller 
placed third with a 
time of 5:01:96.

During the 
200 yard freestyle 
relay, Reynolds 
placed fi rst with 

a time of 1:31:94, Barlow second 
with a time of 1:32:81, and Scots’ 
team of Miller, Barrow, Nguyen, 
and sophomore Cameron May 
placed third with a time of 1:32:81.  
During the 100 yard breaststroke, 
Nguyen placed fi rst with a time of 
1:00:82, Hood River second with a 
time of 1:02:88, and Gresham third 
with a time of 1:03:35. In the 400 
yard freestyle, Reynolds placed 
fi rst with a time of 3:23:08, Barlow 
second with a time of 3:23:09, and 
Gresham placed third with a time 
of 3:26:96. 

“As a team, we did really 
well,” said coach Jim Bowe. “The 
kids in JV all the way through to the 
varsity did really well. They swam 
fast.”

 After all those goodies 

from Valentine’s Day, you 

might feel bad because 

you’re are not following 

New years resolution or 

you might want to get in 

shape for track season. 

Here are some trails where 

you can enjoy the outdoors 

and exercise.

Mount Tabor • 
Park, which is two 

miles.

The Grotto, which • 
is one mile.

Powell Butte • 
Nature Park, 

which is three 

miles.

 The girls’ basketball team cel-
ebrated a one-point victory over the 
Hood River Valley Eagles on Fed. 22, 
2010, following a 60-46 loss to Central 
Catholic at DDHS on Feb. 12, 2010.
 The game at Hood River ended in 
success for the team, with a fi nal score 
58-57. Senior guard Laura Troung, 
who set the tone on offense and de-
fense, and juniors post Rain Eells and 
guard Rachel Shelley combined for 
over 50 percent of the Scots’ points. 
 In the game against the Rams, the 
Scots couldn’t match Catholics relent-
less offense. The Rams opened with a 
lay-up and jump-shot to put the start-
ing score at 4-0 early in the fi rst period. 
The Rams would keep the lead for the 
remainder of the game.  The Scots re-

sponded with a few 
quick shots after the 
early lead, followed 
by two made foul-
shots by junior fi ve-
foot-four-inch post 
Stacy Saechao.  The 
fi rst period ended  
15-13, Central 

Catholic.
 Following halftime, the Scots 
came out strong, scoring ten points to 
Central’s three.  But, despite the Scots’ 
efforts, Central Catholic pushed back 
in the fourth period, and fi nished the 
game 60-46.
 “Hood River is the hardest place 
to win in the conference,” said coach 
Bill Blevins.  “After that victory it 
should boost our confi dence, and now 
we can compete with anyone in the 
league.

MILLER



Cheer places fourth at state
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Girls’ swim team fi nishes sixth in State
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GLANCEGLANCE
Sophomore Carolyn Quick practices hard preparing for the district meet on Feb. 12, and 
13, 2010 . The Scots advanced to the state meet and placed sixth.          Photo by Ashely Ladley

Senior guard Dom McCallister goes up for a layup in the Scots 86-46 win over the Hood 
River Valley Eagles on Feb. 23, 2009.            Photo by Ashely Ladley

All stats, records, and standings es-

tablished from coaches and oregon-

live.com, and are subject to change 

and/or availability depending on time 

of the season. 
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Girls suffer three 
point loss 
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SMITH

 David Douglas’ varsity cheer-
leaders took fourth place at the 
State Championship on Feb. 18 
2010, coming in with an average 
score of 54.75.
  The team competed in the 6A 
Large Division as a team, hoping 
to place at least third after coming 
in fourth last year. Since losing 
nine seniors last year, the team 
has been working on motions, or 
cheer leading moves. They tried 
to incorporate more tumbling, 
and focused on perfecting their 
stunts. 
  “Before we go on, we all get into 
a little huddle and pray,” said senior 
Neisha Smith. “Then each person 

does a silly dance 
to get rid of her but-
terfl ies. I’m going 
to  miss my team-
mates after gradu-
ating and going 
off to college. We 
have an acronym, 
SBO, which stands 
for ‘Separate But 
One.’ It captures 
our feelings when 
we compete.” 
 Clackamas took 
first place at the 
State Champion-
ships with a score 

of 60.00, followed by Westview 
High School with a score of 56.00, 
then Jesuit High School with a 
score of 55.75.  

The girls’ swim team placed 
sixth at the 2010 6A Swimming State 
Championships on Feb. 20, 2010.

In the first event, freshman 
Emma Nissen, sophomore Emma 
Redwine-Hixon, senior Davita 
Eichner, and sophomore Ally Olson 
placed seventh in the 200-yard med-
ley relay with a time of 1:54.13. In 
the 200-yard freestyle, sophomore 
Nikki Overton fi nished third with 
a time of 1:55.61. Sophomore Ally 
Olson placed tenth with a time of 
54.86 in the 100-yard freestyle. In 
ninth place was Overton with a time 
of 5:20.37 in the 500-yard freestyle. 
Eichner placed tenth with a time of 
5:22.51.

In the 200-yard freestyle relay,  
Olson, sophomore Nhat Nguyen, 

Redwine-Hix-
son, and Over-
ton placed fourth 
with the time of 
1:41.25. Jesuit 
High School fi n-
ished fi rst with a 
time of 3:34.77. 
In second was 

Sunset High School at  3:35.67. 
With a time of 3:39.87,  third went to 
Southridge High School. Roseburg 
High School took fourth at 3:40.96, 
and David Douglas took fi fth place 
in the 400-yard freestyle relay with 
a time of 3:42.19. 

Overall, David Douglas took 
sixth place with 78 points. Je-
suit took fi rst with 196.5. Lakeridge 
High School took second with 180, 
Sunset High with 127, fourth was 
Southridge with 91, and with 87 
points Roseburg took fi fth.

Fine Campus Cuisine
Located in room 238 

cash only
Student ID not accepted

MAES

PATRICK

    The JV girls fell short to 
the Hood River Valley Eagles 
36-39 on Feb. 22, 2010. 
 “Free throws caused the 
three point loss,” said coach 
Betker.   
 The Scots were six for 
21 in the fi rst half. The game 
ended with a thrilling attempted 
three point shot that could have 
brought the game to overtime. 
 The greatest achievement 
of the  season was “coming 
together and playing hard as a 
team,” said coach Betker. 
 His favorite game of the 
season was the Centennial 
game. 
 “I thought they played 
together as a team and hard for 
all four quarters.” said coach 
Betker. 

POWERS

OVERTON

JVJV  
    In their second to last game 
of the season the boys’ basketball 
team flew high above the Hood 
River Valley Eagles in the Scot’s 
dominating win 86-46 at home on 
Feb. 23, 2009.
 The Eagles did not score until 
2:55 in the fi rst fi nally putting up 
some points to answer the Scot’s 
14.  However the Eagles could not 
knock down their shots and the 
Scots fi nished the quarter 23-5.
 Scotsmen dominated in all 
other quarters fi nishing the second 
ahead by 28, the third by 39, and 
fi nally winning by 40.  
 Senior guard Jeremy Patrick 
played a great game scoring 13 
including a three-pointer. He was 
elbowed in the lip before he half and 
went in for the second half with a 
bandaged and bleeding lip. 

 In the last meet-
i n g  w i t h  t h e 
Eagles the Scots 
won at Hood Riv-
er by 38 points 
in a game where 
senior guard Ty-
ler Maes hit eight 
three-pointers.  
 M a e s  m i g h t 
have only hit two 
threes on Tues-
day’s game but 
fi nished with ten 
points.
 “ We did a better 
job at fi nishing at 

the hoop,” said head coach Chad 
Reeves. “We played with a lot more 
energy than [Hood River] did.” 
 “I think we did great,” said 
senior post Robert Hughes. “we 
executed very well on offense and 
defense.  We knew what we had to 
do to win.”

Boys’ basketball soars past Eagles, 86-46
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Guitar making class strings adults together 

Two students gather around a blueprint design for a guitar in an after-school class held in the David Douglas woodshop. 

The course costs $45.00 and is held Thursday evenings from 6:00-9:00 p.m.             Photo by Leilanni Araujo

Five-member Rose Court chosen 

GARRETT ARCHER

sports editor

DENNISE GARCIA

AND HARLEY JESSEN

staff reporters

Rose Court nominee Mackenzie Busby records her Rose Court speech that 

students viewed on Feb. 18, 2010. All fi ve girls will speak to the student body 

during the Rose Festival Assembly on March 1, 2010.     Photo by Ashely Ladely

Restroom vandalism forcing closures
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staff reporter
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Basketball 
bus 
paintballed

 Gang-affi liated graffi ti in 
DDHS restrooms has the custodians 
locking the restroom doors and 
students exasperated, who now have 
to walk even further than usual to 
use the facilities.
 “Even though our restrooms 
have been recently reopened, 
what is stopping them from being 
closed again?” asked junior Nick 
Wong.  “We require our planners 
to be signed in order to use the 
restroom. We should use this system 
to accomplish what it was meant to 
do: catch the people vandalizing the 
restrooms.”
 When the custodians get to 
school at 4:00 a.m., they inspect 
all restrooms as part of their daily 

routine, and if any vandalism is 
found inside, the restroom is closed 
and locked until the custodial staff 
can clean it, and until the school 
administration gives the okay to 
reopen it to students.
 “It’s not intended as a 
punishment for students,” said 
head custodian Ron Johnson.  “We 
simply just can’t allow this to 
continue.”
 Anyone caught vandalizing 
a restroom faces automatic 
suspension and fi nancial 
responsibility for the repair and 
clean-up of the vandalism. There’s 
also the possibility of expulsion.   
 The fi nal amount of restitution 
is variable to multiple factors, such 
as custodian wages, custodian 
benefi ts cost per hour, materials 
used to clean up the mess, and 

replacement of any damaged school 
property.
 “And we like to round up,” said 
assistant principal John Murrey.
 The total cost of writing an 
acronym on a restroom stall can 
be between $35.00 and $200.00, 
depending on the volume of the 
crime.  Other destructive methods 
can cost vandals up to $1,000.  
Mirrors are no longer in the boys’ 
restrooms because of constant 
vandalism, including scraping 
the glass and etching tags into the 
special safety glass used to make 
the mirror, glass that can cost up 
to $50.00 more than a traditional 
mirror.
 “And it’s a shame,” said lead 
campus security guard Wayne 
Snoderly.  “When they [vandalize 
these restrooms] it puts everybody 

in a bad situation, and the entire 
student body has to pay for it.”
 According to Snoderly, vandals 
are caught in a variety of ways.
 “Sometimes we will see the 
same type of work on their clothes 
or binders and connect the two,” said 
Snoderly.  “Other times a ‘pride’ful 
student will do the right thing and 
talk to us about it.”
 To prevent further destruction 
of the restrooms, security is making 
between one and two rounds to all 
of the restrooms each period.
 “I am always curious to 
understand the thought process that 
theses kids must have, and how 
they somehow get enjoyment out of 
vandalizing school property, because 
after all David Douglas High School 
is a place for its students,” said 
assistant principal Kevin Taylor.

  Seniors Katilyn Swyres, 
Chelsea Kopacz, Natalia 
Mosailova, Selena Zou, and 
Mackenzie Busby were announced 
on Feb. 6,   2010  as the David 
Douglas 2010 Rose Festival Court. 
       Ten to 20 girls from 15 
different high schools all around 
the Portland Metro area gave a 
one-minute speech to a judging 
committee as well as answered 
two questions from the judges 
on Feb. 6, 2010. After all the 
speeches were completed the fi ve 
possible representatives from each 
high school were chosen. The fi ve 
girls chosen from each school 
then must prepare a three-minute 
speech to present to the schools 
they attend. The girl with the most 
votes wins the title of their school’s 
princess. The princess from each 
high school then continues on 
and becomes part of the offi cial 
Rose Court. The princess for 
David Douglas will be announced 
on March 1, 2010.
     After the vote for princess 
is fi nished, the fi ve candidates 
attended a second judging session 
on Feb. 20, 2010 where they had 
to have a three-minute speech 

prepared, as well as answer 
seven questions from the judges. 
     After achieving the princess 
title, every court member attends 
after-school and evening meetings 
during April. Starting May 1, the 
court members travel around the 
Portland-Metro area attending 
a number of community events, 
and visiting youth organizations, 
hospitals, and senior living centers. 
    There is a number of expectations 
to become part of the Rose Festival 
Court.  All competitors must 
be female, attend a high school 
in Multnomah, Washington, or 
Clackamas counties,  have a 
minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA, 
have completed a minimum of 20 
hours community service during 
high school, be a senior graduating 
in June 2010, attend at least one 
mandatory orientation session, 
and participate in all aspects of the 
Court Selection process.   
     The Rose Festival provides 
up to 15 princesses with a one-
on-one mentorship from Pacifi c 
Power’s senior management team, 
a $3,500 scholarship valid for any 
accredited college, university, or 
trade program, and a complete 
wardrobe, including shoes and 
accessories from a variety of 
stores. 

Woodworking craftsmen are 
benefi ting with skills and a keepsake 
project: an acoustic guitar, thanks to 
the $45.00 Mt. Hood Community 
College Guitar Making course, held 
in the David Douglas woodshop 
Thursday evenings from 6:00-9:00 
p.m., instructed by craftsman Dan 
Biasca. 

Experience on guitar 
construction is not required, as they 
welcome all skill levels. Biasca has 
been crafting guitars for 35 years, 
and since 2002 has passed on his 
knowledge. Local engineers and 
architects have taken part in the three 
month course, as well as students 
of all ages. Even a Barlow senior 
attended the weekly sessions to 
complete her Senior Project. 

“Be prepared to challenge 

yourself,” said Biasca. “I’ve been 
building for a very long time and must 
say it is a challenging but rewarding 
pursuit.” 

A completed guitar can take up 
to one term, which is three months. 
The terms runs from September 
through November. It’s not available 
during summer. 

“It is quite a commitment 
because it’s structurally complex 
and can sometimes take up to three 
years and a lot of patience to build 
a guitar depending on ones building 
background,” said Biasca. 

Students are also responsible 
for purchasing the wood. Since each 
guitar is personal to the craftsman, 
customization is an option. Students 
may choose to engrave their names or 
use paint to add details. For example, a 
student who is a bird watcher painted 
many colorful birds in various shapes 
and sizes on his guitar.  

 Bus number 50 (full of 
boys’ basketball players and 
coaches) was pelted by 11 lime 
green paint balls following 
away basketball games just 
outside Hood River Valley 
High School on Jan. 29, 2010. 
 The incident occurred 
around 10:00 p.m., right after 
the boys’ varsity basketball 
team thoroughly defeated 
the Eagles by 38 points.   
Approximately two minutes 
after pulling out of the high 
school parking lot, the bus 
driver stopped after hearing 
multiple bangs against the side 
of the bus.  
 “I thought it was someone 
on the bus, but I think it was 
Hood River students.” said 
freshman Austin Fisher.
 It is suspected that 
Hood River students were 
responsible for the incident, a 
claim that  Hood River high 
school principal Karen Neitzel 
would neither confi rm nor 
deny. 
 “We contacted law 
enforcement and they had 
no other reports of paintball 
incidents,” said Neitzel. “We 
apologize on behalf of Hood 
River County that your bus 
was affected by this incident.”
 Upon arriving at David 
Douglas, the team saw the lime 
green paint in marks like those 
from a paintball gun, from the 
front of the bus to the back, on 
the door side.  
 It took the district bus 
garage two hours to remove 
the paint. 
 No one on the bus was 
injured in the incident.
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Alice Ott offers 
unique night classes

 

Martial Arts instructor Patrick Burke leads the Thursday-night Tai Chi class. Also taught at night are Line 

Dancing, Swing and Latin Dancing, and Ballroom Dancing classes at Alice Ott Middle School. All David 

Douglas staff members receive a 20% d iscount .                                                                                                                                                           Photo  by Emma Moss

Handicap access addressed

Jazz Band fi rst in district

FEBRUARY 26, 2010

To meet laws connected to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the district has installed handicap 

accessible doors at the main entrance to the high school and the main entrance to the district offi ce.  The 

button to enter the high school can be found on the fi rst pole to the right.                          Photo by Ashely Ladely

The David Douglas Jazz Band recently took fi rst place in the Mount Hood Conference Jazz competition held 

in the Howard Horner Performing Arts Center on Jan. 23, 2010.  It has been a few years since David Douglas 

has placed fi rst and Reynolds second.                                                                                                                                                            Photo by Harley Jessen

     Portland Parks & Recreation is offering 
evening adult Tai Chi, Line Dancing, Swing & 
Latin Dancing, and Ballroom Dancing classes 
this winter and spring at Alice Ott Middle 
School. 
 Tai chi is a Chinese martial art practiced 
internally. Line dance is a choreographed dance 
in one or more lines, the dancers all facing the 
same direction, repeating a sequence of steps at 
the same time. Swing dance refers to a group of 
dances developed simultaneously with Swing 
style jazz music. Ballroom dancing refers to a 
wide variety of partner dances.
 The Line Dancing Class has 11 students 
attending and Swing has 14. The Ballroom 
Dance Class is the largest with 24 students, 
all learning the Foxtrot, Tango, Cha-Cha, 
Waltz, Rumba, and Swing. The majority of 
the students taking these classes are beginners, 
but many have taken several previous classes 

as well, learning new moves while practicing 
those mastered. Several staff members and 
students are taking these classes already.
 For $15.00, instructor Patrick Burke 
teaches the Tai Chi class every Thursday from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. beginning Feb. 4, 2010 
and ending Mar. 11. Dance instructor Jodi 
Taylor is teaching Line Dancing from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. every Tuesday, Jan. 19-Mar. 9, 2010 
for $28.00. Joan Ormsby is holding Swing & 
Latin Dancing from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., as 
well as Ballroom Dancing from 7:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. every Tuesday night Jan. 19-Mar. 9 
for $28.00.
 Winter classes are currently in session. 
Spring classes begin the fi rst week of April. 
These classes are open to everyone, including 
students, and are sponsored by the Parks, 
Multnomah County, and the David Douglas 
School District. The classes are held in the 
Alice Ott auditorium/gym. All David Douglas 
School District staff members receive a 20% 
discount on enrollment fee.

 A lot has changed at David Douglas 
over the last 50 years. There have 
been new buildings, new teachers, and 
recently even a new stadium. As David 
Douglas continues to grow, so does the 
need to expand. Every time there is a 
new building the school has to follow 
state laws. There are a plethora of 
rules and regulations the school must 
follow. That could be anywhere from 
fire alarms to how wide the doors are. 
One of the biggest challenges the school 
faces is making everything accessible 
for students, mainly the handicapped. 
 The law requires that schools 
provide ramps and automatic door 
buttons. The one problem schools face 
is not enough funding to pay for them, 
and even if they have the funding, they 
must be approved by the state. 
 Some issues still exist in the social 
studies building. There is a sign that says 
“Handicapped Accessible,” but there 
is no handicap door buttons to access 

inside. The social studies building is one 
of the newest part of the David Douglas 
School besides the recent renovations to 
Anthony Palermini Stadium. 
 This multimillion-dollar stadium 
received ramps for the bleachers so that 
handicap students can now enjoy the 
David Douglas football, track and sports 
events. Even the visitor’s side of the 
stadium has been updated to accessibility 
standards. 
 “I think the lack of access on campus 
is reprehensible,” said senior Haley 
Arnold, who is confined to a wheelchair. 
“There are not enough  buttons for 
automatic doors or an elevator to the 
weight room. Other than that, it’s pretty 
easy to get around, but it could be 
better.”
 Currently there is no set date on 
further upgrades around campus to 
increase accessibility for handicap 
students. Superintendent Barbara 
Rommel’s announcement that district 
cutbacks will be made raises doubts that 
additional improvements will be made 
for handicap students. 

 The Jazz Band took fi rst place in the 
Mount Hood Conference Jazz Contest in 
the PAC on Jan. 23, 2010. 
 Reynolds High School followed in 
second place, and Barlow in third.
 Last year, DDHS took second place, as 
they had in previous years, while Reynolds 
took fi rst, and Gresham took third. The 
competition was scheduled to take place 
at Reynolds High School in early January, 
but inclement weather forced it to be 
rescheduled to David Douglas. 
 “We’ve won before,” said Jazz Band 
director Jennifer Muller, “Just not in a 
long while.”
 The contest, which was organized by 
Muller and Jazz I director Tom Muller, was 
judged by local jazz legends Mel Brown, 
Tom Wakeling, and Dave Barduhn. Jazz 

clinicians for the festival included MHCC 
Jazz director Susie Jones MHCC co-
director Stan Bock.
 The pieces Muller chose for Jazz 
Band were “Tall Cotton,” “I Remember 
Clifford,” “Groove Blues,” and “Dum 
Dum.”
 “I chose these pieces for their strengths, 
both as an ensemble and for the soloists,” 
said Muller. “Plus, I liked them.”
 Unique to this competition was the 
soloist award given to the entire DDHS 
Rhythm Section by Mel Brown. Normally, 
one award is given to a single musician. 
Also awarded were seniors trombonist 
Kyle East and trumpet player Kyle 
Morgan. 
 “I’m very proud for this year’s 
preparation for the contest,” said Muller.  
“I’m proud of my group every year,” 
“But this year, they’re a very special 
ensemble.”
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Senior varsity football player Owamagbe Odighizuwa answers questions from ESPN and the local 
media following his announcement that he will be attending UCLA next year.“I could’ve closed my 
eyes and felt equally comfortable at any of these three schools.”                             Photo by Ashely Ladely
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Seniors Nick Anderson and Nikki De Leon were two of the 700 students who had a “ball” at the 
“Snowfall Ball” Winter Formal, on Jan. 30, 2010.            Photo by Emma Moss

Students and guests geared up for the 
Snowfall Ball in the North gym, decorated by 
student council, on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2010.

Out of the 800 tickets sold, only 700 
attended and enjoyed music provided by 
Blackboard Entertainment. Punch, water, 
cookies and mints were free of charge for 

all present at the dance.
With less chaperones than last year, 

the dance cost more than last year’s winter 
formal, A Night on the Nile, but there isn’t 
an exact number because payments are still 
being made. 
“I liked seeing everyone in their shin-
ing glory,” said Activities Director Kara 
Kauble. “I also thought the balloon arch 
was pretty cool.”

 The David Douglas media center received 45 
Dell Latitude E6500 laptops in January of 2010,  
starting at $133.00 each.
    Funding for these computers came from a Per-
kins Grant, which is a yearly educational grant that 
helps state and local schools offer different pro-
grams to develop academic, vocational, and tech-
nical skills for students in high schools, regional 
technical centers and community colleges. Perkins 
Grants provides students with experiences in all 
aspects of an industry, improves or expands tech-
nology use in education, and initiates, improves, 
expands and modernizes the quality of vocational 
and technical education programs. The funds from 
this program can be used for many services and 
activities designed to improve these skills.
    The Dell Latitude E6500 is equipped with up 

to 19 hours of battery life, 90 watt AC adapters, 
and fast and easy wireless connections. Along with 
a longer-lasting fi nish and robust metal hinges, 
these Dell computers also come with an optional 
backlighting and precision-tuned keyboards with 
stronger key durability. The primary storage 
comes with a free fall sensor hard drive up to 
250GB, an encrypted hard drive up to 120GB, 
RPM up to 250GB, and a solid state hard drive 
up to 128GB. With a 15.4 inch display, it also 
includes a docking connector, four USB 2.0 slots, 
VGA, display port, eSATA, USB PowerShare, 
headphone/speaker out, and mic ports.
    The Dell Latitude computers are to be used for 
testing students using the Workkeys program and 
for OAKS testing as well.
    “I was excited to get the computers,” said 
media center computer services technician Ma-
rie Bochart. “They’ll be all up and running on 
Monday.”

Senior varsity football player Owamagbe 
Odighizuwa, ranked 17th in the nation by ESPN, 
announced his commitment on Feb. 3, 2010 
in the PAC to the University of California Los 
Angeles.

Odighizuwa was considering Nebraska 
and Oregon State, but his decision came down 
to comfortability, academics, coaching, and the 
UCLA school system.

“I could’ve closed my eyes and felt equally 
comfortable at any of these three schools, but 
I believe this is the best decision for me,” said 
Odighizuwa.

Odighizuwa’s announcement was broadcast 
live on ESPN. Friends and teammates accom-
panied him, and he was surrounded by family 
members, included his cousin, his three younger 

brothers, junior Iggy Odighizuwa and freshman 
Io Odighizuwa. Odighizuwa praised the DDHS 
faculty for pushing him to be a better student. Also 
present were KATU, KOIN 6, KGW Channel 8, 
and an Omaha, Nebraska newspaper, that was 
visibly upset that Odighizuwa did not chose the 
University of Nebraska.

“I think it’s a good choice and I’m happy 
because of his choice,” said Abieyuwa Odighi-
zuwa, Odighizuwa’s mother. “Any of the three 
choices would’v e been fi ne for me.  We both will 
be visiting each other, just taking turns.”

Odighizuwa’s choices ranged from USC, 
Florida, Notre Dame, and the University of Or-
egon. In the end his search was narrowed down 
to the three colleges. Odighizuwa’s decision  was 
also motivated by family and friends who live 
in LA. Odighizuwa plans to major in business 
or economics, but is also considering sociology 
and psychology.

Smash Bros. Tourney successful
EMMA MOSS

news editor

  Students competed with their gaming skills 
while contributing to a worthy cause during the 
second annual Smash Bros. Tourney held on 
Jan. 14, 2010, in room 168.
 The event was hosted by the David Doug-
las National Honor Society. To promote the 
event, senior Daniel Tew and junior Ted Schera 

million, as was promised last legislative session, 
which was held this time last year. With that money, 
the district’s general budget still falls short $3 million 
of last year, being $102 million this year. 

“The district’s budget will likely fall $3-5 mil-
lion because of unemployment rising,” said super-
intendent Barbara Rommel. “Due to this fall, some 
reductions will have to be made. All fi nal decisions 
will be made in June.”

Rommel is committed to fi nding reductions that 
will impact students the least. 
 If the measures did not pass, there would have 
been a reduction of 16 days for David Douglas 
District students from this year and next year, eight 
days from this year and eight days from next school 
year. 
 “David Douglas is very fortunate in having so 
many options and electives, as well as the different 
levels of classes offered,” said Rommel. 
 David Douglas has been financially stable 
because student enrollment has consistently risen, 
especially compared to other districts around Port-
land.  
 “This district has always been good at saving 
money,” said French teacher and DDEA union 
president Bob Gray. “We are not going to have much 
carry-over money, but we’ll still have money to carry 
over.”  

ANDERSON COOPER

CNN NEWS ANCHOR

Scots Stop
s t u d e n t  s t o r e •

•Open every A-Day 

  during passing time 

  lunches

•Chips, slushies, fruit 

  snacks, and other 

  goodies

•School supplies

dressed up as Mario and Luigi at lunch. Each 
ticket to play cost $3.00 the fi rst week, and then 
$2.00 the second week. Approximately 40 tick-
ets were sold to benefi t a food bank. 
 There were four different winners, includ-
ing sophomore Khris Ramriez who was cham-
pion of his bracket. The trophies were recycled 
from dance trophies.
 The Smash Bros. Tournament will be con-
tinued next year. 

 It’s that time again, time to 
turn in those yellow and blue no-
tecards for Outdoor School reg-
istration. The Outdoor School 
workshop will be held on April 
2-3, 2010. Interested students 
should turn in their notecards to 
the counseling offi ce.
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